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501         ^H 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^fc               ■> 

J 

ITINERARY  AND  CHRONOLOGY 


THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 
1 78 1 -1 784- 


X7I1. — Apr.   I. 

Al  Richmond. 

IS- 

Son  din. 

M«yi4. 

Leaves  Kichmcnfl  for  CboilotmriUe. 

iS. 

At  ChfliloItnTillr. 

Juoc  1. 

K«ii|i;ii&  Cfovernunhip, 

■ 

Euapct  capture  st  Monticello. 

■ 

Rctnm&  to  Monticello. 

■ 

AtsemblrordeninresIigAtionof  ulmini.Mnt^on. 

1       '^■ 

AppTHntnl  I'eace  Commiisioiiei  by  Continental 

■ 

Congrcn. 

I       ^- 

Dectinet  ■ppoinlmetit. 

I 

Injured  bjr  fall  from  hone. 

■       i«iy 

At  Moniicelto. 

■ 

p[«pare»  part  of  Notes  on  Vli^nla. 

SepL  16. 

At  Monticello. 

Oct.  2i. 

At  Monticello. 

Nov.  3. 

At  Kichmand. 

AttcDtU  Aut^mbly. 

■fi. 

Conniittee   appointed  to  itale  duties  against 

JefTcTwn. 

JO. 

Elected  delegate  to  Continental  Congna. 

Dec  to. 

Added  toConmitieeon  l-inuice. 

IB. 

Voi*d  the  thanks  of  the  Assembly. 

B                14- 

On  Coaunitlce  on  Counly  rcticionv 

■ 

Oa  Committee  to  prepare  Bill  emlKxlfing  teao* 

■ 

Intions  of  Aaaembly. 

■ 

On  CMnnittee  to  pfepote  Bill  for  better  gor- 

■ 

erainent  of  Wetfera  Counties. 
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1781. — Dec.  19.  Declines  appointment  to  Congress. 

aa  On  Committee  to  revise  Pension  Bill. 

On  Committee  to  dnft  Naval  Bill. 
21.  Granted   Leave  of  Absence  for  remainder  of 


session. 

17B3.— Mar.  34. 

At  Monticello. 

Apr.  13. 

At  Charlottesville. 

Mays. 

Yonngest  daughter,  Lucy  Elizabeth,  bom. 

20. 

At  Monticello. 

Sept.  6. 

Martha  Wayles  Jefferson,  his  wife,  dies. 

23. 

At  Monticello. 

Oct.  34. 

Ordered  by  Assembly  into  custody  of  Sergeant- 

at-Arms. 

Nov.  6. 

At  Richmond, 

Attends  Assembly  in  custody  of  Sergeant-ot- 

Arms. 

8. 

Excused  from  attendance  by  Assembly. 

IS. 

Appointed  Peace  Commissioner  to  Europe. 

26. 

At  Ampthill.  Chesterfield. 

Dec.  ig. 

Leaves  Monticello  for  Philadelphia. 

27. 

Arrives  at  Philadelphia. 

1783. — Jan.  23. 

At  Philadelphia. 

31. 

At  Baltimore  preparing  to  embark  for  France. 

Feb.  14. 

Departure  suspended. 

28. 

Leaves  Baltimore, 

4. 

At  Philadelphia. 

Apr.  t. 

Congress  withdraws  appointment. 

II. 

Leaves  Philadelphia. 

23. 

At  Richmond  for  a  fortni^t. 

May  7. 

At  Tuckohoe. 

15. 

Arrives  at  Monticello, 

Jnne  6. 

Elected  delegate  to  Congress. 

? 

Drafts  Constitution  for  Virginia. 

ir- 

At  Monticello. 

July  18. 

At  Monticello. 

Ang.  31. 

At  MonticcUa 

Oct.  12. 

At  Eppington. 

15. 

Leaves  Monticello. 

Nov.  3. 

Arrives  at  Trenton. 

4. 

Attends  Congress. 

Congress  adjourns  to  Annapolis. 

11. 

At  Philadelphia. 

31. 

Leaves  Philadelphia. 

as. 

At  Annapolis. 

Lodges  at  Mrs.  Cheealand's. 

1                                      THOMAS  JEFFERSON                        nx           ^^^L 

H         1783— Dec  13. 

Attends  Congr««i.                                                                     ^^^^^H 

^^^ 

Dralta  fcport  on  Unfinithcd  Batincfli.                               ^^^^^^ 

^^B 

AppoJnivd  on  CofnmiKw  10  report  od  Minuter's                     ^^^| 

letter*.                                                                         ^^1 

^^^^B 

Reports  on  defiDitivc  Trealj.                                                   ^^^| 

^^^^H 

Introduces    resolutioniK    restive    to   derinilive               ^^^^H 

Treaty.                                                                                 ^^^^H 

^^^^^H 

Repoiti  on  Minister'*  Letters.                                           ^^^^^| 

^^^^^H 

Report  read.                                                                       ^^^^^| 

Rcporu  on  cercmont*!  f<»  Washington.                                ^^^^^| 

^^^^1 

Seconds  motion  on  letten.                                                       ^^^^^| 

^^^^1 

M«k«t  notion  for  extra  ]>o»t$.                                                 ^^H 

Ob  Comraltiee  <m  leners  oE  Governor  of  Ma»'                      ^^H 

cbnaetls.                                                                             ^^| 

^^^^^ 

Reports  oo  ratification  of  Treaty.                                             ^^| 

H             17S4— Jan.  1. 

Hakes  motion  on  Biiliih  Treaty.                                                    ^^H 

^^B 

On  Committee  on  N,  II.  memorial.                                              ^^^| 

^^^^^               14. 

Reports  ratification  of  British  Trvaty.                                         ^^H 

Repoiu  PiocluDfttion  of  Briiish  Treaty.                                  ^^H 

^^^^^1 

On  Cominitieeon  N.  H.  memorial.                                         ^^H 

^^^^1 

Kcportson  Zcbulon  Butler.                                                      ^^^k 

^^^^B 

On  Committee  on  Carlton's  letur.                                           ^^H 

Reporu  on  Allan's  letter.                                                         ^^| 

^^^^^ 

Reports  on  Committee  of  the  states.                                             ^^H 

^^V 

On  Committee  on  French  Mtntsl«r's  t«Iter,                               ^^H 

^^H                     SS' 

Removes  to  "  Mr.  Hclany's"  house.                                             ^^H 

^^H 

MaLrs  motions  relating  topapen.                                                ^^H 

^^H             lUr.  I. 

Drafts  deed  of  Virginia  cciaion.                                               ^^H 

Reports  on  Covcniraent  for  Westeni  Territofy.                      ^^H 

^^^h 

Reports  on  reduction  of  Civil  list.                                           ^^H 

Repori&on  Indians.                                                                  ^^H 

^^^^^1 

Elected  Chairman  of  Congress.                                               ^^^| 

Ob  Committee  on  Quali&caltons.                                                 ^^H 

^^^^B 

On  Cotniniliee  on  Foreiga  letters.                                            ^^H 

^^^^k 

Oe  Committee  to  report  on  Indian  officen.                             ^^| 

^^^^^B 

Rcporu  remcd  CoTcmroeni  for  Western  Ter*                      ^^| 

ritory.                                                                                 ^^H 

Reports  on  Cession  of  Westeni  Territory.                               ^^| 

^^^H             S3. 

Rcpocis  on  arrean  of  interest.                                                  ^^H 

^^^^H 

Coapeia  considas  report  on  Ciril  list.                                        ^^H 

Cocnmiltcc  on  qualifications  report.                                             ^^^| 

Moves  resolutions  for  Commerual  trratics.                            ^^^| 

^^^^1 

Repons  on  circuht-lctler  legarding  Treataiy,                  ^^^^| 

Elected  Chairman  of  Congress.                                          ^^^^H 

Grand  Committee  reports  drcitlar-lctter.                                 ^^H 
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^^^^H            17&4— Mar.  30, 

Report  on  Forapi  tKadcs  considered.                   ^^H 

^^^^1                         Apr, 

Report  on  Arrexra  of  interest  considered.                ^^^H 

PrepaiM  S'ctes  cim  a  Mntuy  I'nit,                              ^^^H 

^^^^fe 

CommiUce  reporU  on  Giecnc'a  Idler.                       ^^^| 

^^^^^^^^^^_ 

Report  oa  Ane&ra  of  ioteiot  coniidcted.                  ^^^| 

Mak«  motion  concerning  Arrears  of  intemt.                   V 

^^^^^^HV 

Drafts  rcso1i3tion  concemios  Scat  of  Covers-              1 

ment.                                                                          ■ 

^^^^^^1 

Maliet  motions  relaUng  to  Scat  of  GovemiBcnt.               fl 

^^^^^H               15. 

Mikes  (Dotion  concerning  Stcub«n.                                   1 

^^^^^^ft 

Report  on  French  letieni  coniidered.                       ^^^| 

^^^^^H 

Report  on  Western  Territory  considered.                 ^^^| 

^^^^^^^^H 

Seconds  uioiions  to  amend  report  on  Weatern        ^^W 

Territory.                                                                   1 

^^^^^^^^k 

Seconds   motion  to  uuend  report  on  Arrcsrt              ■ 

of  interest.                                                                 1 

^^^^^^1 

Report  on  power  of  CotDitiiltee  of  the  States              1 

considered.                                                           ^^H 

^^^^^^H 

Reporti  on  Meiccr.                                                   ^^^| 

^^^^^^^L 

Kcpotti  draft  al  [^nd  Ordinance.                               ^^^H 

^^^^^^^^p 

Kepnrison  Commercial  inaileri.                                    ^^^| 

^^^^^V^      M>r 

Makes   motion  r«laiini;  to  teci«cy  of  foreign 

papera. 

^^^^^^^^ 

Commtiiee  reports  on  King  of  France's  letter. 

^^^^^^k 

Repon  on  Wc»tem  Territofy  coniidefed. 

^^^^^^1 

Mahcs  motion   to  amend   report  on  ^Vestcrn 

Tcrrilory. 

^^^^^^H. 

Report  un  Arrears  of  inlemt  considered. 

^^^^^^K 

Report  on  Weetera  Terriioiy  coobidered  and 

adopted. 

^^^^^^1 

Report  on  committee  of  the  States  conaid«red< 

Kcpori  on  Arrears  of  interest  considered. 

^^^^^H 

Report  of  Grand  Committee  on  Western  Teril- 

tory  considered. 

^^^^^^r 

Congren    considen    report    on    Commercial 

mat  ten.                                                                ^1 

^^^r 

Make&  motion  of  secrecy.                                          ^^^H 

On  Committee  to  report  on  letter*.                           ^^^| 

^^^^^^^K 

Elected  Minister  to  France.                                      ^^^| 

Conunittee  accept*  report  on  Continental  biDi.         ^^H 

Repocta  Itutriutumj  to  A/imiiUrt.                               ^^^| 

Reports  Ordinance  foe  Western  Lands.                      ^^^H 

RepoKi  reviftiun  of  Treunry  department.               ^^^H 

^^^^^^^^^^^^    IX. 

Leaves  Annapolis.                                                      ^^^^^^^ 

^^^^^H 

Arrives  at  Philadelphia.                                        ^^^^^| 
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1784— May  a8. 

Leaves  Philadelpliia. 

29. 

ArriTcs  at  Trenton. 

30. 

Arrives  at  New  York. 

Jones. 

Leaves  New  Vorit. 

11. 

At  Hartford. 

IS. 

At  New  London. 

14. 

Al  Newport. 

17- 

At  Providence. 

18. 

At  Boston. 

n- 

At  Portsmonth,  N.  H. 

36. 

At  Boston. 

Julys. 

Sails  from  Boston  on  ship  Certs. 

THE  WRITINGS  OF 

THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 


CORRESPONDENCE   AND    MISCELLANEOUS 
WRITINGS. 

1781-1782. 


TO    MAJOR'GENERAI.    NATHA.NAEL   UREENE,      V.  S.  A. 

RiciiMoxo,  April  \%\.  178). 

Sir, — I  am  honoured  with  your  favour  of  the  27th 
by  Mr.  Danic).  I  informed  you  by  Colo  Morris  of 
the  reinforcement  of  Militia  ordered  to  you;  but 
they  will  not  be  in  Time  to  supply  the  place  of  those 
now  with  you  if  they  leave  you  so  early.  Certainly 
the  knowledge  that  a  relief  is  coming  in  will  induce 
them  not  to  leave  you  in  a  State  which  may  soon 
give  us  all  to  do  over  again.  A  part  of  these  militia 
went  under  the  regular  orders  of  Government,  and 
will  be  deemed  Deserters  if  they  withdraw  without 
orders.  The  whole  of  them  I  presume  went  under 
orders  from  their  County  Lieutenants  which  are  as 
obligatory  as  those  of  the  Executive:  how  far  par- 
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ticular  stipulations  may  have  been  made  with  them  I 
am  uninformed.  None  could  be  made  with  those  we 
ordered  out.  I  shall  use  every  exertion  in  my  power 
to  forward  on  the  new  levies  to  you,  as  I  am  sensible 
it  is  much  more  practicable  to  carr)'  on  a  war  with 
Militia  within  our  own  Country  than  out  of  it,  I 
wrote  you  by  Colo  Morris  on  the  subject  of  Beeves. 
He  will  give  you  full  information  of  the  Issue  of 
our  preparations  against  Arnold. 

An  Enemy  3000  strong,  not  a  regular  within  our 
State,  nor  arms  to  put  into  the  Hands  of  the  militia 
are  circumstances  which  promise  Difificulties.  Yet  I 
shall  think  it  essentia!  to  do  everj'thlng  we  can  for 
you  to  prevent  the  Return  of  Cornwallis's  Army. 


TO  THE   VIRGINIA   DELEGATES   IN   CONGRESS,      v.  s.  a. 
In  Coukcil.  Kichuond.  April  6tli,  1781. 

Gentlemen, —  I  have  received  your  letter  inform- 
ing us  of  the  arrival  of  our  Arms  &c  from  Rhode 
Island  at  Philadelphia  and  must  pray  you  immediate- 
ly to  send  forward  the  packages  within  mentioned 
containing  Arms  &c,  engaging  Waggons  for  that 
purpose  who  shall  be  paid  on  their  arrival  here  the 
price  you  contract  to  give  them,  and  be  protected 
from  impresses  while  in  this  State.  Tho  we  do  not 
know  the  force  of  the  Enemy  now  at  Portsmouth  yet 
the  lowest  accounts  make  4000.  This  will  satisfy 
you  how  urgent  is  our  want  of  those  Arms.  It  is 
impossible  to  give  you  an  Idea  of  the  Distress  we 
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are  in  for  want  of  Lead.  Should  this  Army  from 
Portsmouth  come  forth  and  become  active  (and  as 
we  have  no  reason  to  believe  they  came  here  to 
sleep)  our  Affairs  will  Assume  a  very  disagreeable 
Aspect.  The  want  of  Arms  and  Military  stores 
cannot  be  compensated  by  numbers  of  Militia  as 
thai  of  regular  soldiers  may. 

Ver)"  considerable  debts  of  a  year  or  two's  stand- 
ing are  due  from  Colo  Finnic  and  his  Deputies. 
The  present  Quartermaster  refuses  to  pay  them. 
Colo  Finnie  gives  himself  no  trouble  about  them. 
His  former  Deputies  are  anxious  to  pay  them,  &  we 
are  willing  to  advance  moneys  to  those  Deputies  for 
this  purpose  i(  Congress  will  give  us  their  sanction. 
You  will  observe  nothing  was  ever  done  by  our 
Legislature  In  consequence  of  the  Resolution  of 
Congress  of  26th  May  i  78a  Will  you  be  so  good 
as  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  Congress  for  our  paying 
these  ver>- clamorous  &  injured  creditors  through  the 
former  Deputy  Quarter  Master  &  this  to  be  done 
immediately.  Mr  Ross  our  Commercial  Agent,  since 
the  shutting  up  our  bay  hnds  it  necessary  to  establish 
funds  as  far  as  possible  in  Philadelphia  from  which 
place  all  our  clothing  and  necessaries  for  the  Army 
must  come.  We  ask  the  favour  of  you  to  be 
attentive  to  aid  him  whenever  any  remittances  of 
money  shall  be  intended  to  the  Southward  to  have 
them  to  Mr.  Ross's  Agent  there  and  draw  on  him  for 
the  amount  which  shall  be  paid  here  and  to  give 
them  every  other  possible  Assistance  in  that  way. 
He  is  furnished  so  largely  with  Tobacco  and  State 
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money  as  to   leave   no  doubt  of  a  want  of  punc- 
tuality. 

To  what  a  deplorable  State  shall  we  be  reduced  if 
the  Bay  continues  blocked  up.  Commerce  both 
public  and  private  is  already  taking  its  turn  to  Phila- 
delphia, our  Continental  money  is  all  gone  or  going 
off  in  that  channel  and  no  other  resources  for  remit- 
tances to  that  place. 


TO  RBV.  JAMES  HADISON. 

KiCHMOKU.  April  8th,  1781. 

Sir, — I  am  authorized  to  inform  you  that  a  good 
Horse  or  two  shall  be  furnished  you  by  the  public 
for  your  Journey.  I  think  it  would  be  unreasonable 
for  us  to  expect  the  Pensylvania  Commissioners  to 
carry  a  Time-piece  to  Fort  Pitt  unless  we  should  send 
one  to  Philadelphia  which  would  be  preposterous.  1 
should  be  ver)'  unwilling  to  admit  a  Difference  to 
be  begun  with  them  on  this  subject.  I  think  in  my 
letter  to  you  1  undertook  to  assure  you  that  if  the 
Time-piece  of  the  College  should  receive  such  an  In- 
jury as  could  be  repaired  here,  it  should  be  repaired 
at  the  public  Expense,  and  if  it  could  not  be  repaired 
that  the  Instrument  should  be  replaced  as  soon  as 
peace  shall  have  opened  Importations  to  us,  but  in- 
deed if  carried  in  a  covered  waggon  which  shall  be 
provided,  well  packed  laid  on  a  feather  bed  which 
you  may  find  it  necessary  to  carry  for  yourself  or 
otherwise  on  straw  or  perhaps  swung  it  cannot  re- 
ceive Injury.    When  it  is  considered  that  this  Instru- 


ment  was  given  by  the  public,  that  the  loan  of  it  is 
now  asked  for  a  purpose  important  to  the  public 
Interest  &  in  no  small  degree  to  Geographical  science 
and  that  it  goes  insured  by  the  Public  I  hope  the 
temporary  inconveniences  which  may  result  by  possi- 
bility will  not  deprive  the  State  of  the  benefit  of  it. 
You  mention  in  your  Letter  a  Purpose  of  coming 
here  shortly,  let  me  take  the  liberty  of  entreating  you 
to  suffer  the  private  Motives  which  were  leading  you 
here  to  be  inforced  by  the  public  Object  and  to  come 
immediately,  as  I  wish  much  to  be  quite  possessed 
of  the  Mode  &  Circumstances  of  transacting  this 
Business,  before  I  write  to  President  Reid  which  I 
'shall  accordingly  defer  in  Hopes  of  seeing  you. 
It  will  probably  shorten  the  Business  if  I  can  inform 
him  what  we  have  in  Idea,  what  we  can  contribute 
&c  Besides  this  there  is  an  other  very  interesting 
subject  on  which  some  others  as  well  as  myself  wish 
a  free  conference  with  you.  In  hopes  of  seeing  you 
immediately  I  shall  add  nothing  more  than  I  am 
with  very  great  Esteem,  &c. 


TO  MAJOR-GENERAL  BARON  STEUBEN. 


V.  S.  A. 


In  CouKciL  April  toih,  17K1. 

Sir, — General  Scott  having  obtained  permission 
from  the  Commandant  at  Charlestown  for  the  Ship- 
ping of  Tobacco  from  this  State  to  that  post  for  the 
Relief  of  the  Continental  troops  there  of  our  line, 
sent  me  a  copy  of  that  Permission  taken  by  his  Bri- 
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gade  Major.  This  paper  not  being  sufficiently  au- 
thentic to  protect  from  Capture  vessels  which  should 
go  laden  with  Tobacco.  I  wrote  to  Major  General 
Phillips  to  ask  a  Passport  and,  received  his  answer 
extracts  from  both  of  which  I  now  do  myself  the 
Honour  of  enclosing  to  you.  By  his  letter  you  will 
perceive  he  proposes  that  the  Regulations  under 
which  she  goes  shall  be  settled  between  yourself,  him- 
self and  the  British  naval  Commander  here.  General 
Phillips  speaks  in  his  letter  of  permitting  a  flagg 
vessel  in  the  singular  number.  It  was  not  my  inten- 
tion in  the  Application  to  fix  it  to  a  single  vessel. 
The  vessels  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  employ  arc  so 
small  that  one  of  them  laden  with  Tobacco  would 
carr)'  very  little  Relief. 

It  requires  100  Hogsheads  of  Tobacco  a  Month  to 
pay  off  the  Vii^inia  line  in  Charlestown  and  they  are 
a  twelve  month  in  Arrear  and  the  debts  that  they 
have  contracted  are  in  proportion  to  those  Arrears. 
We  had  proposed  to  send  from  six  to  nine  hundred 
Hogsheads  of  Tobacco.  I  wish  therefore  that  the 
permission  could  be  regulated  rather  by  the  Tonnage 
than  number  of  vessels. 

Another  Circumstance  of  difficulty  is  introduced 
by  his  Letter,  which  is.  that  an  Officer  from  Ports- 
mouth must  go  in  the  vessel ;  to  this  we  have  not 
the  least  Objection  :  but  that  he  might  expect  to 
return  in  her,  where  as  we  can  only  procure  vessels 
which  would  mean  to  pursue  their  mercantile  objects 
to  some  other  Port  for  Cargoes  asking  from  Charles- 
town  Protection  of  the  flag  till  they  should  be  clear 
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of  their  Coasts.  Should  the  restriction  to  a  vessel 
however  be  insisted  on  by  the  British  Commander 
we  should  ultimately  wish  to  urge  that  a  Pilot  Boat 
be  permitted  to  attend  her  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing back  the  Officers  who  necessarily  go  to  attend 
to  the  Delivery  of  the  Tobacco.  As  we  have  every 
Thing  in  readiness  for  sending  this  Relief  to  our 
prisoners  and  they  are  in  extreme  Distress.  I  will 
beg  the  favor  of  as  early  an  Attention  to  the  settle- 
ment of  tliis  matter  as  your  business  will  permit  you 
to  bestow. 


TO    THE    FRENCH    MINISTER. 
(CHEVALIES  DE  LA   LVZIKNE.) 


T.  k.A. 


RiCHHOxn,  April  )3ih,  1781. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  of  your  Excellency's  favor 
of  March  23d  and  shall  with  great  pleasure  commu- 
nicate to  our  Citizens  our  prospect  of  Aid  from  his 
most  Christian  majesty  to  whom  we  are  already  so 
infinitely  indebted.  I  assure  you  Sir  that  these 
prospects  are  necessary  to  inspirit  them  under  the 
present  aspect  of  their  Affairs.  We  suppose  one  half 
of  the  Enemy's  force  in  the  United  States  to  be  to 
the  Southward.  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  have 
been  long  theirs  atid  North  Carolina  however  dis- 
posed convulsed  by  the  ravages  of  two  Armies  her 
citizens  are  too  much  engaged  in  saving  their 
families  and  Property  to  go  in  the  American  Army. 
I  believe  it  may  therefore  with  truth  be  said  that  the 
opposition    to    the   two   hostile    Annies    in    North 
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Carolina  and  Virginia  falls  at  present  on  Virginia 
only  aided  with  about  500  Men  from  Maryland. 
While  our  Northern  Brethren  infinitely  superior  in 
numbers,  in  compactness,  in  Strength  of  Situation,  in 
Access  to  foreign  supplies,  of  necessaries,  possessed 
of  all  the  Arms  &  Military  stores  of  the  Continent, 
opposed  by  an  Enemy  not  superior  to  Ours,  have  the 
protection  of  almost  the  whole  of  the  Continental 
Army,  with  the  very  important  addition  of  the  Army 
and  fleet  of  our  Allies.  A  powerful  Enterprise 
meditated  by  the  Northwestern  savages  has  obliged 
this  State  to  have  an  Army  of  between  two  &  three 
thousand  Men  collected  at  this  Time  at  the  Ohio. 
The  Cherokees  on  our  Southwestern  corner  take  off 
the  Aid  of  our  most  valuable  Counties  in  that 
Quarter.  To  support  General  Greene  and  prevent 
the  Enemy  entering  our  Country  on  the  South  we 
are  obliged  to  send  the  whole  of  our  regulars  and 
continual  reliefs  of  Militia,  and  on  our  seaboard  an 
enemy  three  thousand  strong  is  firmly  posted,  has 
totally  shut  up  the  only  door  we  had  to  commerce 
for  either  private  or  public  purposes,  and  lays  us 
under  the  necessity  of  keeping  up  two  Armies  of 
Militia  to  prevent  their  ravaging  the  adjacent 
countr)-.  Notwithstanding  alt  this  I  believe  from 
what  I  have  lately  seen  that  we  should  be  substan- 
tially safe  were  our  Citizens  Armed,  but  we  have  not 
as  many  Arms  as  we  have  Enemies  in  the  State. 

Under  such  circumstances  it  is  not  ea.sy  to  foretell 
events,  and  it  is  natural  for  our  People  to  ask  if  they 
are  to  have  no  help  from  others. 
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Should  any  considerable  part  of  the  Union  be 
abandoned  to  the  Enemy,  it  must  be  in  their  hands 
very  formidable  to  the  future  safety  of  the  rest. 

The  Interests  of  our  Allies,  were  an  appeal  to  that 
Motive  necessary,  would  place  the  Southern  States 
ina  point  of  View  of  some  Importance,  as  present- 
ing to  them  very  fair  Objects  of  Commerce.  This 
consideration  however  was  not  wanting  to  draw  lo 
us  the  Aid  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty.  The  late 
eBbrts  made  for  us  by  his  fleet  and  army  demonstrate 
that  his  Attention  ts  not  partial,  and  the  hope  held 
up  in  your  letter  of  the  23d  is  a  further  proof. 

The  Northern  States  are  safe  :  their  independence 
has  been  established  by  the  joint  efforts  of  the  whole. 
It  is  proved  as  far  as  testimony  can  prove  anything 
that  our  Enemies  have  transferred  every  expectation 
from  that  Quarter,  and  mean  nothing  further  there 
than  a  diversion  In  favour  of  their  Southern  Arms. 
It  would  be  unfortunate  indeed  should  it  be  again 
proposed  to  lose  a  Campaign  on  New  York  and  to 
exhaust  on  that  the  efforts  of  the  Confederacy  as 
those  of  Spain  on  Gibralta,  to  give  up  provinces  in 
the  South  for  towns  in  the  North.  Should  a 
superiority  on  the  Continental  seas  be  obtained  by 
your  fleet.  It  will  save  everything  from  North  to 
South  :  If  the  Detachments  of  the  British  Army  can 
once  be  insulated,  they  will  be  whittled  down  by 
the  Militia,  by  famine,,  by  sickness  and  desertion  to 
nothing. 

If  they  can  be  prevented  availing  themselves  of  an 
Army  flying  on  the  Wings  of  the  wind  to  relieve  the 
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labouring  part  acting  in  New  York  this  week,  in 
Portsmouth  the  next,  in  Charlestown  the  third,  the 
Continental  war  would  be  totally  Changed,  and  a 
single  Campaign  would  strip  them  of  the  labours 
and  laurels  of  half  a  dozen.  Could  the  Enemies  for 
instance  at  Portsmouth  be  excluded  from  the  water, 
they  might  be  blockaded  by  Land  and  must  fall  in  a 
due  course  of  Time  without  the  Loss  of  a  man  on 
our  part. 


CIRCULAR   t.ETTEK  TO  THE  COUNTY  UBUTENANTS.      V.  «.A. 


I 


Ik  Cor^OL.  April  izth.  1781. 

Sir, — Having  received  an  application  from  the  Commaoding 
Officer  to  strengthen  our  Army  beluw,  jtnd  being  unwilling  to 
harass  the  Militia  inoie  than  shall  be  absolutely  unavoidable, 
we  are  in  hopes  an  immediate  and  sufficient  Accession  of  force 
may  be  obtained  by  an  Application  to  the  se%'eral  Counties  for 
their  delinquents  in  Militia  L>uty  whom  Ihe  Law  sentences  lr> 
six  months  semce.  Every  County,  wt^  are  Confident,  must  have 
a  number  of  these,  and  the  laying  them  under  a  Penalty  is  a  Jus- 
tice due  to  the  better  part  of  the  County,  on  whom,  without  a 
strict  Execution  of  the  I^w  the  whole  Militia  duties  will  fall. 

These  are  now  become  too  weighty  not  to  be  exacted  equally 
and  rigidly  from  all  Vou  will  coniiider  it  as  a  standing  part  of 
the  Oiity  or  an  Officer  whom  in  my  letter  uf  the  joth  uf  March 
1781.  you  were  desired  to  appoint  for  receiving  recruits  for  the 
war  to  receive  from  lime  to  lime  all  persons  of  whatever  Denomi- 
nation sentenced  to  serve  in  the  Army  and  instruct  him  to  march 
them  lo  this  place  whenever  he  shall  have  surh  .1  number  as  the 
distance  and  public  necessity  may  render  it  expedient  to  march 
The  dclin(|uents  now  particularly  called  for  he  must  march  im- 
mediately on  their  Receipts  to  Williamsburg.  By  executing  this 
Requisition,  justice  will  be  done  to  Ihe  past  services  of  the 
worthier  part   of  the  County,  the  tardy  will  be  punished,  due 


i7a«] 


THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 


It 


obedience  to  Ihe  Laws  ensured  in  future,  the  military  duties 
justly  and  equally  divided.  &  the  necessity  of  an  immediate  call 
on  you  for  more  Militia  prevented. 


TO  COLONEL  OLIVER  TOWLES. 


V.  s.  A. 


Richmond  April  14th.  17S1. 

Sir. — The  same  very  disagreeable  intelligence 
which  you  have  been  pleased  to  communicate  to  me 
of  the  Operations  of  our  savage  Enemy  on  the  Potow- 
mac  has  come  to  hand  from  several  Parts  of  that 
River.  Colo  Skinner  particularly  has  written  on  the 
subject  of  Arms.  The  Order  I  inclosed  him  tardy  as 
the  supply  maybe  Is  the  utmost  it  is  in  our  power  to 
do.  From  his  letter  we  are  to  judge  about  a  third  of 
his  Militia  have  Guns.  These  I  suppose  not  to  be 
very  good,  but  they  are  unfortunately  what  we  are 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to :  the  200  stand  from 
Annapolis  for  which  1  gave  him  an  order  are  said 
to  he  verj"  fine.  The  defence  at  Hunter's  and  the 
public  Work  at  Fredericksburg  are  very  important 
indeed  and  1  hope  will  be  very  particularly  attended 
to  by  the  adjacent  Counties.  No  Intelligence  from 
Portsmouth  gives  us  reason  to  believe  that  any 
regular  forces  have  been  sent  on  this  expedition  ;  so 
that  we  trust  that  it  is  less  formidable  than  some 
representations  make  it.  The  worst  is  that  a  Country 
vulnerable  in  every  Point  ts  open  to  insult  and  dep- 
redation to  even  the  smallest  force,  yet  important 
points  may  we  trust  be  guarded.  In  effecting  this 
wc  rely  on  your  Exertions  being  added,  as  we  are 
assured  they  will  be. 
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TO  COLONELS  SKINNER  AND  GARRARD. 


V.   g.  A. 


KiCHUOND,  April  14th.  1781. 

SiK, — I  am  exceedingly  sorry  to  learn  that  the 
Enemy  are  committing  such  cruel  depredations  in 
your  part  of  the  Country  ;  however  it  may  tend  to 
produce  immoveable  hatred  against  so  detestable  a 
nation  and  thereby  strengthen  our  Union.  Yet  in 
the  mean  time  it  brings  afflicting  distress  on  Indi- 
viduals and  by  diverting  so  great  a  Proportion  of  our 
force  from  their  principal  object  leaves  Atchieve- 
ments  in  their  power  which  otherwise  could  not 
be. 

We  had  thrown  the  whole  Burthen  of  Militia  duty 
nn  the  Southern  Counties  leaving  those  to  the  North 
quiet  till  the>'  should  get  through  the  raising  of  their 
new  levies.  That  being  done  we  have  set  the  South- 
em  Counties  on  the  same  business  and  relied  on  our 
Northern  Citizens  to  constitute  the  Opposition  to 
the  hostile  army  below.  Thus  deprived  for  two 
months  of  the  Aid  of  the  Southern  Counties  and  so 
many  of  the  Northern  like  to  be  diverted,  our  Army 
is  reduced  to  less  than  a  third  of  the  number  of  our 
Enemy  who  of  course  may  march  wherever  they 
please.  Situated  as  you  are  we  cannot  say  that  the 
Men  before  called  for  must  march  at  all  events.  We 
wish  you  to  consider  the  above  circumstances  and 
viewing  at  the  same  time  your  own  situation,  to  de- 
termine yourself  whether  the  force  called  for  can  be 
spared  without  endangering  your  part  of  the  Country. 
Every  part  being  equally  within  our  care  we  wish 
not  to  expose  one  for  the  defence  of  another     The 
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very  important  Works  at  and  near  Fredericksburg  we 
must  recommend  to  your  particular  protection,  as 
also  the  saving  all  public  Tobacco  within  your 
County.  Sir  John  Peyton  for  us  purchased  lately  at 
Baltimore  about  200  Stand  of  Arms  from  Isaac  and 
Adam  Van  Bibber  and  Co.  They  were  brought  to 
Annapolis  in  the  vessels  which  brought  on  the  Mar- 
quis Fayette's  Detachment.  Sir  John  Peyton  has 
•written  to  have  them  brought  on  by  land,  but  he  does 
not  inform  me  to  whom  he  has  written.  It  is  not  in 
our  Power  to  offer  you  any  other  supply  of  Arms  but 
this.  Were  you  to  send  some  person  in  quest  of 
these  he  would  probably  be  able  to  meet  with,  or  find 
them  out  and  have  them  forwarded  to  you.  His 
reasonable  Expenses  and  those  of  Transportation 
shall  be  paid  by  the  Public  and  the  Arms  when  you 
get  them  may  be  applied  under  your  care  for  the 
Defence  of  that  part  of  the  Country  instead  of  the 
150  formerly  ordered  which  you  have  not  received. 
I  inclose  you  an  order  for  these  Arms, 

N  B  in  the  letter  to  Colo.  Garrard  omit  last  para- 
graph.   


TO   DAVID   JAMIESON.' 

Apr.  16,  1781. 

Sir, — The  day  is  so  very  bad  that  I  hardly  expect 
a  Council  and  there  being  nothing  that  1  know  of 
pressing,  and  Mrs.  Jefferson  in  a  situation  in  which  I 
would  not  wish  to  leave  her,  I  shall  not  attend  today. 

Should  there  be  a  board  this  case  requires  immedi- 

I  Ptim  ft  cop7  Donileotuly  fnnillbed  by  Ur.  D,  McN.  Sl&uller. 


ate  attention.  The  Court  of  Albemarle  on  the  resig- 
nation of  John  Coles.  County  Lieutenant  &  Nicholas 
Lewis  Cole  have  passed  by  Reuben  Lindsay  who 
was  Ll  Col.  and  a  man  of  as  much  worth  as  any  in 
the  County,  &  of  a  temper  fit  for  conciliating  the 
minds  of  the  people  to  the  many  harsh  calls  now 
made  upon  them,  and  have  recommended  (as  report 
sais)  John  Marks  to  be  County  Lieut,  who  was 
formerly  a  junior  captain  &  retired,  not  possessing 
an  inch  of  property  in  the  County  or  other  means 
of  obtaining  influence  over  the  people,  and  of  a  tem- 
per so  ungovernable  that  instead  of  reconciling  he 
will  by  his  manner  of  executing  revolt  the  minds  of 
the  people  against  the  calls  of  government,  and  pro- 
duce mutinies  &  difficulties  when  others  would  go 
through  smoothly.  As  our  power  of  redressing  de- 
pends on  our  taking  the  Start.  1  would  recommend  if 
there  be  a  board,  the  enclosed  resolution.  1  do  not 
know  who  are  tlie  two  eldest  captains.  Reuben 
Lindsay  I  know  is  the  Lt.  Colo,  and  Chas  Selburne 
Lewis  the  Major. 

N.  B. — The  board,  should  there  be  one.  can  form 
their  resolution  without  my  being  present.  If  the 
Commissions  can  be  sent  to  me  I  can  forward  them 
tO'day. 

John  Coles,  County  Lieutenant  &  Nicholas  Lewis 
Cole,  of  Albemarle  having  resigned  their  commis- 
sions, the  board  advise  that  Reuben  Lindsay  the 
present  Lt.  Colo,  be  appointed  County  Lieutenant 
and  Charles  Selburne  Lewis  the  present  Major  be 
appointed  Colo,  of  the  Militia  of  said  County. 
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TO  THE  PkESIDENT  OK    PENNSYLVANIA. 

(JOWPH   kRU>.) 


V,  S.  A. 


(n  Council.  April  171I1, 1781, 

Sir, — I  have  been  honoured  with  your  Excel- 
lency's letter  proposing  the  actual  extension  of  our 
mutual  boundary.  I  presume  therefore  that  the 
propositions  contained  in  the  Resolutions  of  our 
Assembly  of  which  I  had  the  honour  to  com- 

municate to  your  Excellency  have  been  approved  by 
your  State  and  that  the  Boundaries  are  to  be  run  on 
the  principles  therein  proposed.  No  mode  of  de- 
termining the  Extent  of  the  five  degrees  of  Longi- 
tude of  Delaware  river  in  the  latitude  of  Mason  & 
Dixon's  Line  having  been  pointed  out  by  your  Ex- 
cellency I  shall  venture  to  propose  that  this  be  de- 
termined by  Astronomical  Observations  to  be  made 
at  or  near  the  two  extremities  of  the  line  as  being  in 
our  opinion  the  most  certain  and  unexceptional  mode 
of  determining  that  point  which  being  fixed  every 
thing  else  will  be  easy.  Should  this  mode  be  ap- 
proved by  your  Excellency  we  have  appointed  the 
Revd.  James  Madison  as  a  Commissioner  on  our 
part  to  execute  the  work  in  the  Western  Quarter  and 
the  Revd.  Robert  Andrews  to  perform  the  office  at 
the  Eastern  end  in  conjunction  with  the  Gentlemen 
whom  you  have  been  pleased  to  appoint  or  any  others 
on  your  part.  To  those  before  named  we  shall  add 
an  associate  each  that  the  work  may  not  be  retarded 
or  frustrated  by  the  sickness  of  one. 

We  will  send  to  the  Westward  the  most  necessary 
Instruments  which  we  suppose  to  be  a  good  Time 
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piece  aad  a  transit  Instrument  and  hope  it  will  be 
convenient  for  you  to  furnish  what  may  be  necessary 
at  the  Eastern  End  ;  Our  Commissioners  will  attend 
at  their  respective  stations  at  any  time  which  your 
Excellency  may  think  proper  to  appoint  allowing  it 
to  be  a  month  after  1  shall  have  received  your  pleas- 
ure on  that  head. 

I  will  observe  to  your  Excellency  that  the  Resolu- 
tions of  our  Assembly  after  laying  down  the  princi- 
ples on  which  the  boundaries  were  to  be  extended 
gave  full  powers  to  the  Executive  as  to  time,  manner, 
and  all  other  Circumstances  so  that  there  will  be  no 
necessity  of  awaiting  their  meeting  to  lay  before 
them  the  Resolutions  of  your  Council  as  desired  in 
your  letter  of  February  26th. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF    PENNSYLVANIA.       v.  s.  a. 

In  CouNaL.  April  181I1 1781, 

Sir. — I  have  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  your 
Excellency's  favour  of  March  27th  and  am  to  return 
you  our  sincere  thanks  for  your  Interposition  in 
favour  of  Operations  canning  on  by  General  Clarke; 
operations  which  I  hope  will  result  equally  to  the 
beneBt  of  yours  as  of  our  State,  and  which  if  success- 
ful will  give  us  future  quiet  in  our  Western  quarter. 
I  beg  you  to  be  assured  that  Colo  Broadhead  has 
been  altogether  misinformed  as  to  any  restriction 
having  been  laid  on  a  Mr  Wilson  or  any  other  person 
in  purchasing  within  the  State  Cattle  for  the  use  of 
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Fort  Pitt  or  that  if  such  a  restriction  actually  took 
Piace,  it  was  a  private  Act  in  those  who  presumed  to 
impose  it  unauthorized  by  government,  and  which 
wfmld  have  been  censured  and  rectified  had  it  been 
made  known.  We  are  so  sensible  which  [what  ?] 
would  result  from  such  a  line  of  conduct  and  so  sin- 
cerely disposed  to  render  the  Union  of  the  States 
more  perfect  that  we  shall  on  all  occasions  endeavour 
to  render  to  our  neighbours  every  friendly  office 
which  circumstances  shall  bring  within  the  compass 
of  our  powers. 

I  am  further  to  thank  your  Excellency  for  the  kind 
dispositions  you  entertain  &  the  aids  you  were 
pleased  to  render  to  the  expedition  under  the  Mar- 
quis Fayette,  wliich  was  intended  for  tlie  immediate 
relief  of  tliis  State  in  particular  as  well  as  for  those 
furnished  to  General  Greene  for  the  Southern  States 
in  general. 

Such  is  the  general  aspect  of  the  war  that  it  does 
not  seem  ver>'  probable  its  circumstances  should  be 
so  reversed  as  to  place  us  in  a  situation  of  returning 
the  favour  in  kind  ;  however  we  trust  that  while  the 
contest  was  Northwardly  our  Contributions  of  Men 
and  Arms  and  other  necessaries  were  such  as  to  prove 
we  should  not  be  wanting  to  our  friends  under  a 
change  of  circumstances.  With  respect  to  your  State 
particularly  wc  shall  take  very  great  pleasure  in  cul- 
tivating cvpry  disposition  to  harmony  and  mutual 
Aid,  That  policy  would  be  very  unsound  which 
should  build  our  Interest  or  happiness  on  any  thing 
inconsistent  with  yours. 


V.  5,  A. 


TO  COLONEL    JAMBS    INNES. 

RiciiHONii  April  »i«t.  J781. 

Sir, — Within  an  hour  after  receiving  your  first 
Notification  that  the  enemy  were  In  movement  we 
issued  Orders  to  the  militia  of  the  Counties  of  Ches- 
terfield, Prince  George,  Dinwiddie,  Powhatan,  Gooch- 
land, Hanover  &  Henrico  to  assemble  Immediately 
every  man  able  to  bear  arms,  and  one  half  of  those 
of  Amelia  and  Cumberland  and  to  bring  with  them 
the  best  Arms  they  had.  They  were  to  rendezvous 
at  Petersburg  and  this  place.  Some  volunteer  Cav- 
alry were  also  called  for.  These  orders  were  com- 
municated to  Baron  Steuben  and  the  several  letters 
of  Information  from  you  have  been  regularly  &  im- 
mediately forwarded  to  him.  And  1  doubt  not  the 
moment  the  Militia  come  in  and  can  receive  (such  as 
are  unarmed)  the  Spare  Arms  from  the  South  side  of 
the  River  he  will  order  them  to  your  Assistance, 
now  that  it  appears  that  yours  is  the  post  of  their 
destination. 

The'  our  orders  calling  out  the  Militia  went  out 
on  Thursday  morning  not  a  man  is  yet  assembled 
here.  I  am  told  the  Powhatan  Militia  will  be  in  to 
day.  Certainly  those  of  this  County  will  be  as  early. 
This  fatal  Tardiness  will  I  fear  be  as  unfortunate 
to  Williamsburg  on  this  Occasion  as  it  was  for 
Richmond. 

Be  assured  that  no  effort  of  ours  for  your  Support 
shall  be  wanting  and  that  the  Resources  of  the 
Country  as  our  powers  will  call  them  forth  shall  be 
applied  to  the  relief  of  the  part  threatened.     I  must 


entreat  you  to  let  us  hear  from  you  daily  while  the 
scene  is  so  interesting. 

P.  S.  You  observe  we  said  nothing  of  the  militia 
of  the  Counties  near  Williamsburg  because  we  sup- 
posed you  would  of  course  call  for  as  many  as  you 
could  arm. 


TO   COLONEL   BENJAMIN    HARRISON.  V.  4.  A. 

In  Council.  April  23d.  17S1. 

Sir, — We  thought  it  best  as  I  informed  you  in  a 
former  letter  to  call  into  sen'ice  on  this  occasion  the 
Militia  whose  families  and  property  were  not  imme- 
diately exposed.  Being  circumscribed  in  our  number 
of  Arms  it  still  appears  best,  that  what  we  have  should 
)e  put  into  the  hands  of  those  Militia.     Were  we  to 

md  any  to  Charles  City  we  must  dismiss  so  many 

[ililia  now  collected  here  and  at  Manchester  ;  Ex- 
perience has  also  shewn  it  preferable  for  another 
reason  to  put  your  Arms  into  the  hands  of  those  not 
exposed,  because  on  the  Enemy's  coming  into  the 

cposed  parts  of   the  Country,   the  Militia  of   the 
leighbourhood  will  desert,  carry  off  their  Arms  and 

:rhaps  suffer  them  to  be  taken  off  by  the  Enemy, 
we  therefore  think  to  retain  the  Militia  collected  & 
collecting  here,  who  we  expect  every  moment  will 
receive  marching  orders  from  Baron  Steuben  &  that 
yours  should  be  permitted  to  lake  care  of  their 
families  &  property. 

I  am  informed  the  Enemy  have  got  possession  of 
the  ship-yard  and  that  by  the  most  unaccountable 
Inattention  the  Lewis  &  safeguard  gallies  have 
withdrawn  up  Chickahominy  instead  of  James  River. 


TO  MAJOR-UEMERAL  BARON  STEUBEN  /v.  L  A. 

In  Council.  April  aad,  1781. 

Sir, — I  inclose  you  two  Letters  just  received  from 
Colo  Innes.  We  are  in  great  anxiety  for  him.  His 
force  we  are  lold  is  very  considerably  reduced  by 
Desertion  and  he  has  no  Cavalry.  1  make  no  doubt 
you  see  how  far  it  is  necessary  to  send  him  rein- 
forcements &  will  order  them  accordingly.  I  have 
no  return  of  the  numbers  of  militia  here;  indeed  it 
is  changing  every  hour  by  the  arrival  of  others ; 
Report  makes  three  or  four  hundred  at  this  place 
&  Manchester ;  The  new  raised  Cavalry  or  a  due 
proportion  of  it  may  perhaps  be  of  singular  use  to 
him.  Wc  have  determined  to  remove  our  Armourer's 
shop  to  the  Fork  of  James  River  immediately.  Colo 
Davies  expects  ihty  will  be  at  work  there  within  ten 
days  and  that  he  shall  be  able  to  procure  a  very  con- 
siderable number  of  hands  there.  Considering  the 
greater  security  of  that  place  than  Powhatan  Court- 
house and  the  little  probability  from  General  Muh- 
lenburg's  letter  of  removing  the  Armourers  from 
Broadwater,  perhaps  you  will  think  it  better  thai  our 
Armourers  should  all  be  employed  together  at  the 
Fork  under  Colo  Daviess  Direction  than  to  send  any 
part  of  them  to  Powhatan  Courthou.se. 

We  made  a  proposition  to  the  Militia  of  Prince 
George,  which  we  had  reason  to  believe  would  have 
effected  the  immediate  Completion  of  the  work  at 
Hood's.  It  was  that  any  man  of  that  County  who 
would  go  or  send  an  able  Labourer  to  work  there  12 
days  should  have  six  weeks  credit  on  his  Tours  of 


Duty  out  of  the  County;  Unfortunately  the  move- 
ments of  the  Enemy  obliged  us  the  very  Next  Day 
to  call  every  man  into  the  field  Nevertheless  if  you 
think  it  more  important  you  will  be  pleased  to  permit 
such  of  them  to  cjuit  the  Field,  as  chuse  to  comply 
with  the  proposition.  One  caution  may  perhaps  be 
necessary  :  that  is  to  order  those  Militia  to  a  sepa- 
rate position  from  that  of  the  other  Counties,  lest  the 
restraining  the  offer  to  the  Militiu  of  Prince  George 
might  produce  an  Idea  of  partiality  and  give  dissatis- 
faction to  the  rest.  One  County  will  suffice  for  the 
execution  of  this  work  and  it  would  be  improvident 
to  make  the  proposition  to  more.  I  enclose  you  some 
Intelligence  which  at  this  time  of  depression  we 
thought  it  would  be  well  to  put  in  hand  Rills  and  com- 
municate to  both  Armies.  1  send  a  parcel  to  Colo 
Innes's  and  trouble  you  with  those  for  General 
Muhlenburg's. 

I  received  a  Letter  from  the  Marquis  Fayette  to- 
day dated  Baltimore  April  17th  :  he  was  then  coming 
on  by  forced  marches  for  Virginia. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT    OF   CONGRESS.' 

(lAJrOtL  HVMTIKCTOK.I  J.  MM. 

RictmoNTi  Apl  93d,  1781. 
Sir. — On  the  18th  instant,  the  Enemy  came  from 
Portsmouth  up  James  river  in  considerable  force  the' 
their   numbers  arc  not  yet  precisely  known  to  us. 

'  A  iHtcr  10  W«iihiti{lMi,  of  the  uioe  dkle  lutd  lenar,  it  ia  WaihingTon't 
cdltMfl,  I.  304. 
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They  landed  at  Burwells  ferry  below  Williamsburg 
and  near  the  mouth  of  Chickahominy  above  it.  This 
latter  circumstance  obliged  Colo  Innes  who  com- 
manded a  body  of  militia,  stationed  on  that  side  the 
river  to  cover  the  country  from  depredation,  to  retire 
upwards  lest  he  should  be  placed  between  their  two 
bodies.  One  of  those  entered  Williamsburg  on  the 
aoth  and  the  other  proceeded  to  a  Shipyard  we  liad 
on  Chickahominy.  What  injury  they  did  there  I  am 
not  yet  informed.  I  take  for  granted  they  have 
burnt  an  unfinished  20  Gun  ship  we  had  there.  Such 
of  the  stores  belonging  to  the  yard  as  were  mov- 
able had  been  carried  some  miles  higher  up  the 
river.  Two  small  gallies  also  retired  up  the  river. 
Whether  by  this  either  the  stores  or  gallies  were 
saved  is  yet  unknown.  1  am  just  informed  from  a 
private  hand  that  they  left  Wmsburg  early  yesterday 
morning.  If  this  sudden  departure  was  not  in  con- 
sequence of  some  circumstance  of  alarm  unknown  to 
us  their  expedition  to  VVmsburg  has  been  unaccount- 
able. There  were  no  publick  stores  there  but  those 
which  were  necessary  for  the  daily  subsistence  of  the 
men  there.  Where  they  mean  to  descend  next  the 
event  alone  can  determine.  Besides  harassing  our 
militia  with  this  kind  of  war,  their  being  taken  from 
their  farms  at  the  interesting  season  of  planting  their 
Corn  will  have  an  unfortunate  effect  on  the  crop  of 
the  ensuing  year. 

I  have  heard  nothing  certain  of  Genl.  Greene  since 
the  6th  instant  except  that  his  headquarters  were  on 
little  river  on  the  1  ith. 
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TO  MAJOR-GENERAL  BARON  STEUBEN.' 

RiL-iiMOSD,  April  34t]i.  \  put  7  a.m. 

Sir, — 1  have  information  this  morning  from  Capt. 
Maxwell  on  his  own  view  that  the  Enemy  landed  at 
Westover  yesterday  evening.  If  it  be  impossible  that 
he  should  have  been  deceived,  it  Is  equally  unaccount- 
able that  we  are  uninformed  of  it  from  the  V'idets 
sent.  The  movements  of  the  Enemy  up  Chickataming 
obliged  Col.  Innes,  incumbered  with  20  Waggons 
with  stores,  and  100  sick,  to  cross  Pamunkey  at 
Ruflfens  Ferry :  as  soon  as  he  has  <Hsposed  of  those, 
he  will  endeavour,  if  the  movements  of  the  Enemy 
render  it  proper,  to  retire  towards  this  place  ;  There 
are  here  about  200  Militia  armed,  and  300  unarmed, 
at  Manchester  there  is  1  am  told  a  larger  number 
armed,  but  of  this  I  have  no  proper  information. 
The  Militia  of  several  Counties  being  here,  I  gave 
Col.  Wood  the  command  'till  you  should  be  able  to 
have  them  arranged  as  you  should  choose.  He  hap- 
pened to  be  here  on  business,  and  it  will  be  incon- 
venient to  him  to  continue  any  time.  Can  the  object 
of  the  Enemy  be  our  Vessels  at  Osbornes  ?  There 
are  no  public  Stores  here,  and  they  have  shewed  that 
private  depredation  is  not  within  their  views. 

Col.  Southell  shewed  to  Col.  Wood  and  myself, 
your  Orders  of  yesterday  for  the  Militia  to  divide 
into  two  parties  and  go  to  the  Long  Bridge,  and 
Turkey  Isld.  and  to  correspond  with  Col.  Inncs.  But 
the  Enemy  having  as  is  supposed  landed  at  Westover, 
and  Col.  Innes  crossed   Pamunkey  ;  it  was  thought 

*  Copkd  fran  tka  Sp*rks  MSS.,  Hurrud  Coll^. 
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advisable,  that  Col.  Wood  should  await  your  orders 
on  those  new  circumstances,  supposed  to  be  unknown 
to  you  at  the  date  of  your  order.  As  soon  as  it  is 
known  that  the  Enemy  are  landed  at  Westover,  and 
my  presence  here  no  longer  necessarv'  I  shall  cross 
the  river  either  here  or  at  Tuckahoe  and  keep  in  the 
neighbourhood  on  the  other  side.  I  shall  be  ready 
and  happy  to  give  you  every  aid  from  the  civil  power 
which  may  be  necessary. 


TO  COLONEL  VANMETER. 


V,  i.  A. 


RtCHUOND.  April  37th,  1781 

Sir. — I  have  directed  Mr.  Woodrow  to  furnish 
money  for  the  Bounty  of  the  new  Levies  out  of  what 
was  put  into  his  hands  for  the  removal  of  your 
Militia  to  Pittsburg. 

I  am  sorry  such  a  spirit  of  Disobedience  has  shewn 
itself  in  your  county.  It  must  be  subdued.  Laws 
made  by  common  consent  must  not  be  trampled  on 
by  Individuals.  It  is  very  much  the  good  to  force 
the  unworthy  into  their  due  share  of  Contributions 
to  the  public  support,  otherwise  the  burthen  on  them 
will  become  oppressive  indeed.  We  have  no  power 
by  the  Law  of  raising  Cavalr>'  in  the  Counties  gener- 
ally, but  on  some  similar  occasions  we  have  recom- 
mended to  the  County  Lieutenants  who  have  the 
power  of  forming  their  Militia  companies  as  they 
please,  to  form  into  one  Company  such  Individuals 
of  their  Militia  as  will  engage  to  mount  &  equip 
themselves  and  to  serve  as  mounted  Infantrj-.  &  we 
give   Commissions  to  the  Officers  in    the   ordinary 
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st)*le.  These  may  be  used  as  effectually  as  Cavalry  ; 
&  men  on  horseback  have  been  found  the  most  cer- 
tain Instrument  of  public  punishment. 

Their  best  way  too  perhaps  is  not  to  go  against  the 
mutineers  when  embodied  which  would  bring  on  per- 
haps an  open  Rebellion  or  Bloodshed  most  certainly, 
but  when  they  shall  have  dispersed  to  go  and  take 
them  out  of  their  Beds,  singly  and  without  Noise,  or 
if  they  be  not  found  the  first  lime  to  go  again  & 
again  so  that  ihey  may  never  be  able  to  remain  in 
quiet  at  home.  This  is  what  I  must  recommend  to 
you  and  therefore  furnish  the  Bearers  with  the  Com- 
missions as  you  desire. 

If  you  find  this  sen-ice  considerable  you  will  of 
course  give  the  Individuals  Credit  for  it  as  a  Tour  of 
Duty. 


V.  S.  K. 


TO    MAjOR-r.ENERAL    BARON    STEUBEN. 

RicHHOND.  April  371b.  1781, 

Sir. — One  half  the  Cumberland  Militia,  and  of 
those  of  Amelia,  were  ordered  down.  Some  of  the 
former  have  come  in,  I  have  ordered  them  to  go  to 
You,  but  what  should  be  done  with  such  of  them 
as  have  no  arms  1  think  doubtful. 

We  have  found  by  experience  that  the  men  of 
those  Counties  where  the  Enemy  are,  cannot  be  kept 
in  the  field.  They  desert  and  carry  oflT  their  .Arms. 
It  also  seems  reasonable  that  such  should  be  per- 
mitted lo  go  to  their  homes,  to  withdraw  or  other- 
wise to  uke  care  of  their  families  and  property. 
Under  this  view  it  would  seem  right  that  as  unarmed 
Alilitia  come  in  from  other  Counties,  we  should  dis- 
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charge  those  of  Prince  George.  Dinwiddie  &  Chester- 
field, next  to  these  the  Militia  of  Powhatan  ;  and 
lastly  Henrico.  Hanover,  Goochland.  Indeed  those 
of  Amelia  &  Cumberland  were  only  meant  to  be  kept 
in  the  field  till  those  whom  I  formerly  stated  to  you 
as  intended  for  the  service  of  May  &  June  should 
come  in.  1  would  observe  to  you  that  Prince  George, 
Dinwiddie.  Chesterfield,  Powhatan,  Amelia  and 
Cumberland  have  not  yet  got  through  the  raising 
their  new  levies.  These  observations  suffice  to 
possess  you  of  the  general  views  of  the  Executive, 
and  you  will  be  pleased  to  regulate  by  them  the 
Discharges  of  the  Militia  as  far  as  circumstances 
will  admit. 


CIRrU!„\R  LETTER  TO  MEMBKRS  OF  THE  GKNERAL  ASSEM- 
BLV  FOR  THE  COUNTIES  OF  FLUVANNA.  ALBEMARLE, 
LOUISA,  CAROLINE.  KINIJ  WILLLMK.  NEW  KENT.  CHARLES 
CITY.  PRINCE  GEORGE.  IllNWIDOlE,  AMELIA.  CUMBER- 
LAND. PtlWJIATAN.  GOOCHLAND,  HENRICO,  HANOVER. 
AND  CHESTERFIELD.  V.  s.  A. 

RlctnioND.  May  ist,  1781. 

Sir, — W«  deferred  changing  the  place  of  calling  ihc  Assembly 
in  hopes  thai  every  Day  would  give  us  a  prospect  of  getting  rid 
of  the  enemy  in  the  neighborhood  of  Richmond. 

The  arrival  of  the  Martpiis  Fayette  with  a  deLichmeot  of  Con- 
tinental Troop!*,  and  the  junction  of  our  whole  force  together 
with  hib,  has  pul  theiie  cowardly  plunderers  under  way  down  tlie 
River  and  renders  this  place  perfectly  secure,  so  long  as  the 
Army  retains  it»  present  position.  Nevertheless  as  we  know  that 
Rumours  have  gone  abroad  vcrj-  generally,  that  the  enemy  are  in 
the  vicinity  of  Richmond,  and  the  Time  of  meeting  of  Assembly 
is  too  near  to  admit  these  to  be  corrected. 
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I  take  the  libert}-  of  particularly  soUiciting  so  many  members 
of  the  nearer  Counties  as  will  suffice  to  make  a  House  for  .id- 
jouming  from  Day  to  Day,  to  attend  punctually  on  the  day  of 
meeting,  lest  this  general  Rumour  of  Danger,  should  prevent  the 
meeting  of  a  sufficient  number  for  adjoummcni,  which  would 
bring  on  a  dissuluiion  of  the  present  Assembly  and  leave  the 
SUte  without  one  until  the  next  regular  Period  of  Election  ap- 
pointed by  Ihc  Constitution.  I  hope  Ihat  these  reasons  will 
excuse  my  earnest  Sollicitation  to  you  persooaiiy  to  attend  on  the 
firft  day  of  the  session. 


TO   COLONEL   JAMES    INNES, 


V.  8,  K. 


Richmond.  M«y  ad  1781. 

Sir, — Having  received  information  that  divers 
Citizens  of  this  Commonwealth  in  the  Counties  of 
James  City  and  York,  have  lately  committed  Acts, 
some  of  which  amount  to  hlj;h  Treason  and  others 
to  Misprision  of  Treason,  and  that  some  tho'  they 
may  have  been  able  to  disguise  and  conceal  their 
Transactions  as  that  legal  evidence  cannot  be  ob- 
tained by  which  they  may  be  subjected  to  prosecu- 
tion for  Treason  or  Misprision  of  Treason  in  a  due 
course  of  law,  yet  have  so  conducted  themselves  as 
10  furnish  the  most  pregnant  circumstances  of  Sus- 
picion that  they  have  been  guilty  of  those  oflTences. 
or  are  disaffected  to  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States,  and  will,  whenever  they  shall  have  oppor- 
tunity, aid  or  advise  the  measures  of  the  public 
Enemy,  which  persons,  in  the  critical  situation  of 
this  Commonwealth,  it  is  indispensably  necessary  to 
punish  for  their  Crimes  by  way  of  Example  to  others 
and  to  disable  from  doing  mischief :     I  must  there- 
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fore,  as  you  are  proceeding  to  that  part  of  the  Coun- 
try, desire  and  authorize  you  to  make  enquiry  into 
the  premises,  and  where  you  shall  have  probable 
cause  to  believe  that  any  persons  have  been  guilty  of 
Treason  or  misprision  of  Treason,  that  there  is  legal 
evidence  to  commit  them  thereof,  and  that  an  exam- 
ining Court  can  be  had  on  them  in  the  County  where 
the  offence  was  committed  before  there  shall  be  any 
danger  of  a  Rescue  by  the  Enemy,  you  have  them 
delivered  to  the  Warrant  of  a  justice  of  the  Peace. 
in  order  that  they  may  be  prosecuted  in  the  usual 
Forms  of  law  and  be  aiding  in  their  safe  con- 
veyance to  the  public  Jail  in  Richmond,  if  they  be 
ordered  to  be  conveyed  :  But  where  you  shall  be  of 
Opinion  that  legal  evidence  cannot  be  obtained,  that 
an  examining  Court  cannot  be  procured  in  the 
County  before  there  will  be  Danger  of  a  Rescue  by 
the  Enemy  and  that  there  are  pregnant  circumstances 
of  suspicion  that  they  have  been  guilty  of  the  offences 
of  Treason  or  Misprision  of  Treason,  or  wliere  there 
shall  be  pregnant  causes  of  suspicion  that  persons  in 
these  Counties  arc  disaffected  to  the  Independence  of 
the  United  States  ;  and  when  occasion  sen'cs,  aid  or 
advise  the  Operations  of  the  Enemy,  that  in  those 
Cases  you  apprehend  such  Persons,  &  send  them  In 
safe  Custody  to  the  Jail  of  this  County  reporting  to 
the  Executive  the  facts  and  Circumstances  of  Sus- 
picion whereon  you  proceed.  In  the  executions  of 
these  Powers,  1  must  recommend  to  You  that  you 
have  no  retrospect  to  any  fact  prior  to  the  17th  of  ' 
April  last,  being  the  day  the  Enemy  embarked  at 
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Portsmouth  ;  that  you  single  out  only  those  who  have 
been  foremost  or  most  daring  in  their  offences,  and 
that  even  these  be  treated  by  those  into  whose 
hands  they  shall  be  committed  with  no  Insult  or 
Rudeness  unnecessary  for  their  safe  Custody. 


TO  COLONEL  ABRAHAM  PENK. 


V.  S.  A, 


Richmond  May  4ih.  17&1- 
SlR, — I  am  exceedingly  sorry  that  the  public  Situ- 
ation should  be  sucli  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  call 
our  Citizens  from  their  farms  at  this  interesting  sea- 
son of  the  Year.  But  the  enemy  will  not  suspend 
their  operations  till  we  can  sow  or  reap,  so  that  we 
must  have  our  Army  on  foot  as  well  at  these  as  the 
other  seasons  of  the  Year.  We  have  called  on  eleven 
Counties  to  furnish  a  reinforcement  to  GenI  Greene, 
and  hope  it  will  be  the  last  time  we  shall  have  occa- 
sion to  require  our  Mihtia  to  go  out  of  their  own 
Country  as  we  think  it  most  advisable  to  put  that 
distant  disagreeable  service  on  our  Regulars,  and  to 
send  them  forward  as  fast  as  raised,  and  to  employ 
our  Militia  on  service  in  our  own  Country.  And  1 
am  conBdent  that  if  the  Reinforcement  of  Militia 
now  under  orders  to  Genl  Greene  is  marched,  and 
serves  the  two  months  with  him  which  is  intended. 
chat  by  that  time  he  will  be  so  reinforced  by  Regu- 
lars as  to  retain  Possession  of  North  and  the  greatest 
part  of  South  Carolina,  and  thus  to  keep  the  war  at 
a  distance  from  us.  On  the  contrary  if  he  is  not  sup- 
ported by  the  Militia  until  the  Regulars  can  get  to 
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him,  he  will  be  driven  back  and  we  shall  have  the  svar 
on  us. 

Of  the  eleven  counties  called  on,  seven  have  ap- 
plied to  be  excused.  You  will  immediately  see.  Sir, 
what  would  be  the  consequence  of  complying  with 
their  request. 

The  Executive  have  therefore  been  obliged  to  in- 
sist on  the  Requisition.  Mr  Henry  has  written  on 
the  same  subject,  as  to  Your  County,  but  the  grounds 
on  which  a  Relaxation  of  the  order  is  proposed,  being" 
met  as  every  other  County  has  or  as  would,  go  to  a 
perpetual  Exemption  from  Military  duty,  we  cannot 
withdraw  the  Call. 

Capt  Baurt  has  engaged  fifty  horse  to  go  for  three 
months,  but  this  is  no  equivalent  for  250  Infantry  to 
serve  two  months.  I  must  therefore,  Sir,  rely  on 
your  zeal  and  activity  to  carry  the  former  Requisi- 
tion into  Execution. 

It  is  probable  you  may  have  among  you  some  de- 
linquent Militia  who  should  by  law  serve  six  months, 
as  a  punishment  for  their  Delinquency,  these  if  sent 
with  the  Militia  mij^ht  be  counted  as  part. 


CIRCULAR    LETTER     TO    THE   COUNTY     LIEUTENANTS     OK 
LUNENRUKC,  MECKLENBURG.  GREENSVILLE,    BRUNS. 

WICK,  AMELIA  ANL»  CUMBERLAND.  v.  s.  A. 

RiCHMOKn  May  Sih,  17S1. 

Sir, — ^Thc  British  Army  under  Major  Genl  Phillips  havin^^ 
bndcti  at  Brandon  &  meaning  to  press  Southwai(tl)- ;  and  Lord 
Comwallis  bring  now  advancing  Northwardly  with  a  design  prob- 
ably of  uniting  their  force ;  it  behooves  us  immediately  to  turn 
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out  from  every  County  as  many  men  as  there  are  Anns  to  be 
found  in  the  Count)-,  in  order  to  oppose  these  forces  in  their 
separate  State  if  po&sibic :  and  if  not  to  do  it  when  combined  : 
Vou  will  therefore  be  pleased  with  the  Assistance  of  the  Captains 
and  Subalterns  to  collect  immediately  every  fire  Arm  in  Your 
County  in  anywise  fit  for  military  service,  and  to  march  so  many 
men  with  these  Arms  in  their  hands  to  Prince  Edward  Court- 
house or  to  Taylor's  ferry  or  Roanoke  as  shall  be  most  conven- 
ient, having  Kcspect  to  what  you  shall  hear  of  the  movements  of 
the  hostile  armies  and  our  army  under  Major  General  Marquis 
Fayette :  The  object  of  your  Detachment  being  to  join  the  latter. 
&  keep  clear  of  danger  from  the  former.  When  you  shall  be 
poucfsed  of  ifae  Arms,  \  think  those  men  should  be  called  on 
whose  regular  lour  it  is  logo,  unless  any  should  offer  volunlarily, 
in  which  case  the  ser^-ice  should  be  accounted  to  them  as  a  Tour 
of  Duly.  The  person  who  received  any  fire  Arm  roust  be  noted 
by  you  and  held  accountable  to  the  owner  for  its  safe  return,  in 
which  he  will  not  be  obstructed  when  he  shall  be  discharged. 
M'hcD  the  Discharge  will  take  place  we  cannot  uodenake  lo  say. 
It  is  fixed  that  nu  tour  shall  exceed  two  months  in  the  Field,  but 
our  expectation  is  that  the  present  crisis  will  be  over  in  a  much 
shorter  Time,  and  whenever  it  is  over  they  ^hall  be  discharged. 
It  t&  probable  that  this  order  will  put  it  out  of  your  power  to  pro- 
ceed  with  your  Draught :  If  so,  be  pleased  to  suspend  it  in  it's 
present  state,  and  to  take  it  up  again  where  you  left  off  as  soon 
as  your  men  shall  return. 

Cavalry  in  a  due  proportion,  being  as  necessary  as  Infantry, 
you  will  be  pleased  to  permit  and  even  encourage  one  tenth  part 
u(  those  who  are  lo  come  into  Duty,  as  above  required,  to  mount 
&  equip  themselves  as  Cavalry.  They  must  not  be  received  how* 
ever  unless  their  Horses  arc  good  and  fit  for  service.  A  short 
nrord  ran  be  furnished  them  by  the  Slate,  (hough  if  they  can 
procure  a  proper  one  with  other  F.quipments  themselves  they  had 
better  do  it.  Their  Horses  and  Accoutrements  shall  be  ensured 
by  the  public  against  everything  but  their  own  negligence,  and 
ihcy  «baU  be  allowed  forage  for  them  in  addition  lo  their  own 
Pay  Si  Rations.  The  future  movement  of  the  F.nemy  being  un- 
certain, it  is  necessary  for  roe  to  give  general  Direction  to  see  that 
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all  Horses  lit  for  Cavalry  which  shall  be  at  any  time  within  twenty 
miles  of  the  tUnemy,  and  all  other  horses  which  shall  be  directly 
in  their  front  be  removed  by  their  Oniicrs  ;  or  if  they  shall  refuse 
or  delay  to  do  it,  that  then  you  have  them  taken  by  such  persons 
as  you  shall  »ppoini,  and  carried  to  Your  camp,  giving  the  Own- 
ers a  Receipt  and  Description  of  them.  I  need  nul  urge  to  you 
(bat  the  greatest  Events  hang  on  the  Dispatch  which  is  used  in 
getting  ihe  Militia  into  the  field.     1  am  &c. 


TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON.  j.  mss. 

RicHUONO  Mny  9th,  l7Sr. 

Sir,- — Since  the  last  letter  which  I  had  the  honour 
of  addi^ssing  to  your  Excellency  the  military  move- 
tnents  in  this  State  have  scarcely  merited  communi- 
cation except  a  ver>*  late  one. 

The  Enemy  after  leaving  Williamsburg  came  di- 
rectly up  James  River  &  landed  at  city  point  being 
the  point  of  land  on  the  Southern  side  of  the  con- 
fluence of  Appamattox  &  James  Rivei^  They 
marched  up  to  Petersburg  where  they  were  received 
by  Majr:  Gen.  Baron  Steuben  with  a  body  of  militia 
somewhat  under  1000  who  tho*  the  Enemy  were  2300 
strong  disputed  the  ground  very  handsomely  two 
hours  during  which  time  the  Enemy  gained  only  one 
mile  and  that  by  inches.  Our  troops  were  then 
ordered  to  retire  over  a  bridge  which  they  did  in 
perfectly  good  order.  Our  loss  was  between  sixty 
&  seventy  killed  wounded  and  taken.  The  Enemys 
is  unknown  but  it  must  be  equal  to  ours  :  for  their 
own  honour  they  must  confess  this  as  they  broke 
twice  &  ran  like  sheep  'till  supported  by  fresh  troops. 
An  inferiority  in  number  obliged  our  Force  to  with- 


draw  about  12  miles  upwards 'till  more  militia  should 
be  assembled.  The  Enemy  burnt  all  the  tobo.  in  the 
Warehouses  at  Petersburg  and  its  neighbourhood. 
They  afterwards  proceeded  to  Osbornes  where  they 
did  the  same  &  also  destroyed  the  residue  of  the 
publick  armed  vessels  &  several  of  private  property 
&  then  came  to  Manchester  which  is  on  the  hill 
opposite  this  place. 

By  this  time  Majr:  Gcnl  Marquis  Fayette  having 
been  advised  of  our  danger  had  by  forced  marches 
got  here  with  his  detachment  of  Continental  troops 
sind  reinforcements  of  militia  having  also  come  in  the 
Enemy  finding  we  were  able  to  meet  them  on  equal 
footing  thought  proper  to  burn  the  warehouses  & 
Tobo.  at  Manchester  &  retire  to  Warwick  where  they 
did  the  same.  Ill  armed  &  untried  militia  who 
never  before  saw  the  face  of  an  enemy  have  at  times 
during  the  course  of  this  war  given  occasions  of  ex- 
ultation to  our  Enemies  but  they  afforded  us  while 
at  Warwick  a  little  satisfaction  In  the  same  way. 
Six  or  eight  hundred  of  their  picked  men  of  light  in- 
fantry with  GenI  Arnold  at  their  head  having  crossed 
the  river  from  Warwick  fled  from  a  Patrole  of  16 
horse  every  man  into  his  boat  as  he  could  some 
pushing  North  some  South  as  their  fears  drove  them. 
Their  whole  force  then  proceeded  to  the  hundred 
being  the  point  of  land  within  the  confluence  of  the 
two  rivers  embarked  and  fell  down  the  river.  Their 
foremost  vessels  had  got  below  Burwells  ferrj'  on  the 
6th  instant  when  on  the  arrival  of  a  boat  from  Ports- 
mouth &  a  signal  given  the  whole  crowded  sail  up 
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the  river  again  with  a  fair  wind  &  tide  &  came  to 
anchor  al  Brandon ;  there  six  days  provision  were 
dealt  out  to  every  man  ;  tliey  landed  and  had  orders 
to  marcli  an  hour  before  day  the  next  morning.  We 
have  not  yet  heard  which  way  they  went  or  whether  tliey 
have  gone,  but  having  about  the  same  time  received 
authentic  information  that  Ld  Cornwallis  had  on  the 
1st  instant  advanced  from  Wilmington  half  way  to 
Halifax  we  have  no  doubt  putting  all  circumstances 
together  but  that  these  two  armies  are  forming  a 
junction. 

Wc  are  strengthening  our  hands  with  militia  as  far 
as  arms  cither  publick  or  private  can  be  collected, 
but  cannot  arm  a  force  which  may  face  the  combined 
armies  of  the  Enemy.  It  will  therefore  be  of  very 
great  importance  that  (icnl  Waynes  forces  be  pressed 
on  with  the  utmost  despatch.  Arms  &  a  naval  force 
however  are  what  must  ultimately  save  us.  This 
movement  of  our  Knemies  we  consider  as  most  peril- 
ous in  its  consequences. 

Our  latest  advices  from  Gen!  Greene  were  of  the 
26th  ult.  when  he  was  lying  before  Camden  the  works 
and  garrison  of  which  were  much  stronger  than  he 
had  expected  to  find  them. 


TO  THE   SfKAKER  OP   THB   HOUSE  OF   Dr.l.EGATE& 

(■HNJAMIN    HAtRISOK.)  V.  S.  A. 

Ix  CoVMClU  May  loth.  I781. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  communicate  to  the  General  As- 
sembly an  Ordinance  of  Congress  of  the  5lh  Day  of  April  List  for 
eslablishing  Courts  for  the  trial  of  piracies  &  Felonies  committed 
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on  the  btgh  seas.  Also  certain  Resolutions  of  Congress  of  the 
i6th  &  2jd  of  March  on  the  Mode  of  paying  debis  and  furnishing 
supplies  of  Money,  and  of  the  20th  of  April  relative  to  that  pan 
of  Colo  Hazens  RcKinient  which  belongs  to  this  State. 

In  compliance  with  the  Desire  of  A&aembly  expressed  in  their 
Resolutions  of  March  the  7th  I  wrote  to  the  Honble  Major 
Ocoeral  Greene  inclosing  the  «aid  Resolution,  and  asking  the 
favor  of  him  to  have  such  reports  made  to  me  as  would  enable 
me  to  proceed  in  the  Execution  of  the  Resolution.  Copies  of 
my  letter  and  of  his  on  the  same  subject,  t  now  enclose,  together 
with  the  copies  of  my  letters  lo  the  Continental  and  State  Quarter 

,  Masters  who  were  einiilciye<l  in  impressing  Horses  for  the  Knter- 

'  prise  meditated  on  Fonsraouth.  On  the  Uiscontiouance  of  that 
Enterprize  most  of  the  horses  were  returned  to  their  owners,  so 
that  I  am  in  hopes  thai  the  Inconveniences,  which  that  important 
attempt  had  rendered  necessary,  are  now  reduced  within  very 
narrow  limits.  Full  returns  are  not  yet  made  so  as  to  enable 
us  to  Slate  what  the  Public  stands  engaged  for  on  that  account. 
The  tnjunos  which  have  been  sustained  both  public  &  private 

I  on  the  laie  incursion  of  the  Enemy  have  been  very  considerable. 

,  That  they  were  stopped  in  their  progress  before  they  had 
ccHnpleted  tbe  Circle  of  Depredation  which  they  had  instituted, 
we  are  indebted  to  tlie  spirited  opposition  of  our  Militia,  which 
obliged  the  hostile  Army  to  be  cautious  and  slow  in  its  move* 
ments,  and  ultimately  to  the  great  Exertions  of  the  honble  Major 
General  Marquis  Fayette,  who  being  informed  of  our  Danger 
pressed  forward  by  very  great  and  rapid  marches  and  arrived  at 
the  place  with  his  detachment  of  Continental  Regulars  when  the 
Enemy  were  already  on  the  opposite  hills  On  the  junction  of 
his  force  with  that  which  we  had  assembled  they  thought  proper 
lo  retire 

Their  Approach  had  occasioned  a  total  removal  of  the  public 
Stores  from  this  Neighbourhood.  This  circumstance  with  the 
Disorder  into  which  they  have  of  necessity  been  thrown  renders 
inpracticabte  at  thift  Time  a  compliance  with  the  Desire  of  As- 
«anbly  expressed  in  the  Resolutions  of  March  21st.  that  the 
CooditioQ  of  the  Department  of  the  War  office  should  be  laid 
before  ibem.      The    Commissioner   of  that    office  is  using  his 
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endeavours  to  have  them  stored  and  arranged  at  a  more  interior 
situation,  which  done  he  may  be  enabled  to  procure  accurate 
Keturns  of  Ihetn.  Hon-  these  insults  and  lottscii  are  to  be  pre* 
vented  in  future,  or  whether  they  can  be  prevented,  are  questions 
fit  for  the  wise  Discussion  of  the  General  Assembly.  A  country 
so  intersected  by  navigable  Waters  can  be  defended  by  a  naval 
force  alone:  and  where  (he  Resources  of  a  nation  are  nut 
equal  to  the  equipment  of  a  respectable  Navy  perhaps  nothing 
better  can  be  devized  than  (tallies  constructed  on  plana  ap- 
proved  by  experience ;  Uut  an  Asylum  for  Ihe&e  Oatlics 
seems  as  necessary  as  the  Gallics  themselves,  during  the  time 
of  their  construction  as  well  a«  after  it.  A  Batter)-  on  each 
river  at  a  proper  ]>osilion,  protected  by  such  works  as  would  re- 
quire a  garrison  of  a  single  company  only,  would  in  the  opinion 
of  the  most  respectable  military  Characters  among  us,  protect 
our  vessels  and  in  a  favorable  position  would  Ktop  the  passage  of 
any  enemy  so  long  as  to  give  time  for  the  assembling  of  Militia, 
or  marching  an  army  to  the  support  of  the  post.  Those  small 
works  are  certainly  within  the  compass  of  our  finances.  Yet  we 
have  in  vain  attempted  to  have  such  erected  on  each  river.  It 
has  been  found  that  money  will  not  procure  laborers.  A  Militia 
of  freemen  cannot  easily  be  induced  to  labour  in  works  of  that 
kind.  Slaves  are  by  the  Law  excluded  from  the  Militia,  and 
wisely  as  to  that  part  of  a  Souldicrs  Duty  which  consists  in  exer- 
cise of  Arms.  But  whether  male  slaves  might  not  under  proper 
regulations  be  subjected  to  the  Routine  of  Duly  as  pioneers, 
and  to  other  military  Labours,  can  only  be  determined  by  the 
wisdom  of  the  Legislature, 

Very  great  misfortunes  are  likely  to  be  brought  on  us  by  the 
tardiness  of  our  citizens  in  driving  off  their  slocks  of  cattle,  & 
still  more  their  horses,  on  the  approach  of  an  enemy  ;  this  negli- 
gincc  has  enabled  the  enemy  to  take  possession  of  some  of  the 
most  %-aluable  horses  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  to  establish  a 
corps  of  horse,  which  from  their  number  and  quality  may  become 
very  formidable  to  this  State. 

I  think  it  is  neceiisary  to  inform  the  General  Assembly  that 
the  State  is  at  present  without  an  Engineer.  Lt  Colo  Wameck, 
who  formerly  acted  in  that  Capacity,  was  made  prisoner  by  the 
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ennny  at  Westham,  and  should  he  be  exchanged,  it  will  remain 
questionable  whether  he  shall  resume  the  office.  We  have  it 
in  our  power  at  present  to  engage  Colo  Scnf,  a  gentleman  emi- 
neni  for  his  skill  as  an  Engineer,  his  zeal  and  activity.  But 
holding  the  Rank,  Command  and  emoluments  of  a  Colo  in 
another  State,  with  an  assurance  thai  the  office  will  not  be  dis- 
continued with  the  War,  and  il  is  not  expectetl  that  he  will  re- 
linquish these  hut  on  the  offer  of  equal  Terms  from  this  State, 
which  under  the  Act  of  Assembly-  of  October  1776,  the  Executive 
are  not  authorized  to  engage.  I  cannot  but  add  that  i  think  he 
will  be  a  valuable  Acquisition  and  such  a  one  zi  if  lost  will  not 
easily  be  replaced. 

Among  the  Losses  which  were  sustained  on  the  expedition  of 
the  eocraj  to  this  place  in  January  last  was  that  of  all  the  Cer- 
tifiaites  of  British  sequestered  property  and  paimeat  of  British 
debts,  which  were  kept  among  the  papers  of  the  Council.  The 
entries  in  the  books  of  the  Auditors  will  doubtless  supply  them 
but  le\t  any  accident  should  happen  to  these,  perhaps  the  (gene- 
ral Assembly  may  think  it  prudent  to  direct  the  Certificates  to  be 
renewed  under  such  cautions  as  be  necessary  to  guard  against 
duplicate  certificates. 

The  Executive  according  to  the  desire  of  a  former  General 
Assembly,  having  appointed  Mr  Alexander  Stewart  lo  revise  and 
report  on  the  books  of  the  late  Colo.  Wm  Aylctt,  he  has  made  a 
report  which  1  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose. 

I  am  desired  by  Mr.  Tyter  to  inform  the  General  Assembly 
that  he  declines  accepting  the  office  of  a  Counsellor  &  by  the 
bonble  Mr.  Prentis  to  enclose  to  You  his  letter  of  Resignation. 


TO   COLONEL    FLEMING    AND    BRIOADIER*GENBRAL 
ANDREW     LEWIS. 

Richmond.  May  I3ih,  17B1. 

Sir,  —  The  General  Assembly  have  adjoui*ned 
themselves  to  meet  at  Charlottesville  on  the  24th 
insMnt  at  which  Time  and  place  I  am  desirous  of 
having  a  Board  of  Council. 
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Colo  Digges  and  Mr.  Prentis  and  Mr.  Tyler  having 
resigned  you  will  see  the  necessity  which  impells  me 
to  ask  your  attendance  to  make  a  Board. 


V.  *.  A. 


TO    MARQUIS    MAJOR-GENERAL   DE    LA    FAYETTE. 

RiciiuoKD.  Miy  i4t]i,  1781. 

Sir, — I  was  sorry  that  the  situation  of  my  family 
had  occasioned  my  absence  from  this  place  when  you 
were  pleased  to  send  Captn.  Langhorne  to  me. 

1  enclose  you  a  State  of  the  Counties  who  have 
been  called  on  to  come  Into  the  Field,  some  of  them 
to  perform  full  Tour  of  Duty  &  others  to  make  a 
present  opposition  to  the  junction  of  the  two  hostile 
armies.  The  delay  and  deficiencies  of  the  first  are 
beyond  all  expectation  and  if  the  calls  on  the  latter 
do  not  produce  sufficient  Reinforcements  to  You  I 
shall  candidly  acknowledge  that  it  is  not  in  my  power 
to  do  any  Thing  more  than  to  represent  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  that  unless  they  can  provide  more 
effectually  for  the  Execution  of  the  Laws  it  will  be 
vain  to  call  on  Militia.  I  could  perhaps  do  some- 
thing by  Repremands  to  the  County  Lieutenants  by 
repeating  and  even  increasing  the  Demands  on  them 
by  way  of  penalty.  If  you  would  be  so  good  as  to 
have  returns  made  to  me  once  a  week  or  at  any  other 
stated  periods  of  the  particular  number  of  men  from 
each  County.  Without  these  we  can  never  know 
what  Counties  obey  our  Calls,  or  how  long  your  men 
are  to  continue  with  you  so  as  to  provide  in  time. 
From  Hampshire  and  Shenandoah  we  expected  many 
Riflemen.  From  Berkeley  and  Frederic  some,  and 
a  few  from  Culpeper,  Orange,  Loudoun  &  Fauquier, 
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but  what  number  may  be  expected  I  cannot  even 
conjecture.  One  tenth  of  the  whole  force  (except 
from  the  Counties  of  Frederic.  Hampshire,  Berkeley, 
Shenandoah.  &  Orange,  who  were  called  on  before 
we  had  conchided  on  this  measure)  were  desired  to 
come  prepared  with  the  Horses  to  do  duty  as  Cav- 
alry. The  militia  which  were  called  to  do  a  full 
Tour  were  to  join  the  Army  wherever  it  should  be. 
Those  Counties  called  on  to  send  as  many  men  as 
they  could  send  armed  were  to  rendezvous  at  Rich- 
mond, Prince  Edward  Court  House  and  Taylor's 
Ferry  on  Roanoke  as  should  be  most  convenient 
where  they  were  gl\'en  to  believe  Orders  would  be 
lodged  from  you  for  their  future  movements.  These 
men  are  collecting  to  their  places  of  Rendezvous,  so 
that  they  will  need  immediately  such  Orders  as  you 
should  be  pleased  to  give  them.  I  have  the*pleasure 
to  enclose  to  You  the  four  Impress  warrants,  desired 
by  Capt  Langhorne. 

Capt  Maxwell  called  on  me  the  loth  inst,  and  in* 
formed  mc  he  was  building  a  few  Boats  at  the  Ship- 
yard on  Chickahominy.  I  desired  him  to  send  a 
good  Batteau  Builder  to  Colo  Davies  to  superintend 
and  direct  a  number  of  hands  whom  he  would  imme- 
diately  put  under  him  for  building  Batteaux  for  the 
River  above  the  Falls,  and  that  he  would  set  all  the 
rest  of  his  people  to  building  Boats  for  navigating 
the  lower  parts  of  the  river,  but  so  light  and  of  such 
a  form  as  that  they  might  be  moved  on  wheels,  and 
that  those  should  be  built  either  here  or  above  the 
Falls  as  Safety  and  Convenience  should  dictate.  He 
left  me  with  a  promise  to  do  so,  and  I  expect  he  is 
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engaged  in  the  Execution.  His  hands  being  to  re- 
move from  the  Shipyard  there  will  of  course  occasion 
some  delay. 

The  General  Assembly  having  determined  to  meet 
at  Charlottesville  on  the  22A  inst  renders  it  necessary 
for  the  Executive  to  prepare  for  removing  there,  and 
particularly  for  myself  to  go  and  see  that  provision 
be  made  for  the  Reception  of  the  Public  Boards  & 
Records.     I  shall  leave  this  place  this  Evening. 

As  a  very  frequent  communication  between  your- 
self and  the  Executive  will  be  necessary  I  have 
directed  the  State  Quarter  Master  to  station  a  line 
of  Express  Riders  from  your  Camp  to  Charlottes- 
ville by  whom  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  communicate 
your  Wants  from  Time  to  Time  under  a  full  assur- 
ance that  nothing  in  my  power  shall  ever  be  wanting 
to  supply  them.  Interesting  events  will  always  be 
acceptable  whenever  you  shall  have  time  to  add  them 
to  a  Letter  or  make  them  the  subject  of  a  special  one. 

P.  S. — Lest  anything  should  suffer  which  it  is  in 
power  to  prevent  I  have  concluded  to  slay  here  this 
evening  and  to  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  calling  on 
you  at  your  Quarters  tomorrow  morning. 


CIRCULAR  LETTER  TO  THE  PERSONS  APPOINTED  BV  THE 
MARQUIS  FAYETTE  TO  REMOVE  HORSES  OUT  OF  THE 

ROUTE  OF  THE  ENEMV.  v.  s.  A. 

(Miy  15.  Ij3i.l 
Sir, — There  being  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  twn  hostile 
Armies  under  Lord  Cornwallis  and  GenI   Phillips  will  form  a 
junclion  and  for  that  purpose  pass  through  this  State  along  the 
road  from  Petersburg  to  Halifax  : 
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t  instructed  the  Lieutenants  of  the  Counties  lying  in  that 
Route  to  give  notice  to  ihc  tnhahitants  to  remove  all  Homes  (it 
for  Cavalry  within  twenty  miles  of  an -Enemy's  Amiy  and  all 
Draught  horses  lying  in  their  Front  and  within  the  same  distance 
and  if  they  failed,  to  take  possession  of  them  and  send  them  to 
the  Atiny  within  this  State. 

Time  having  been  now  given  for  the  execution  of  this  Business 
lest  there  should  be  a  Failure  in  the  People,  or  in  the  County 
Lieutenants  you  arc  hereby  authorized  to  proceed  and  to  take 
such  Horses  desrrihed  as  aforesaid  as  you  shall  find  within  the 
limits  specified,  and  moreover  to  proceed  along  the  whole  Route 
from  Petersburg  to  Halifax  as  far  as  it  lies  within  this  Common- 
wealth and  la  require  a  removal  of  all  such  Horses  within  twenty 
miles  of  that  Route,  and  on  Failure  of  the  Owners  to  comply 
with  your  Requisition  within  a  short  and  reasonable  Time,  to 
take  such  Horses  and  retain  them  either  for  Public  Service,  or  to 
be  returned  lo  the  Owners  as  shall  Sc  here  after  directed.  Should 
the  Route  of  the  F^nemy  be  different  from  that  expected  as 
before  mentioned  you  will  be  pleased  to  do  in  the  vicinities  of 
that  Route  what  is  prescribed  before  as  to  the  other,  for  all  of 
which  this  shall  be  your  warrant.  Given  under  my  hand  ami  the 
Seal  of  the  Cotnmooweallh  at  Richmond  the  15th  Day  of  May 
1781. 


TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON.' 


J.MSS. 


CKAaiorrasviLLE  M«y  aSih,  1781. 

Sir. — I  make  no  doubt  you  will  have  heard,  before 
this  shall  have  the  honour  of  being  presented  lo  your 
Excellency,  of  the  junction  of  Ld  Cornwallis  with  the 
force  at  Petersburg  under  Arnold,  who  had  succeeded 
to  the  command  on  the  death  of  Majr.  Genl  Phillips. 
I  am  now  advised  that  they  have  evacuated  Peters- 
burg, joined  at   Westover  a  reinforcement  of  2000 
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men  just  arrived  from  New  york,  crossed  James 
River,  and  on  the  26th  instant,  were  three  miles  ad- 
vanced on  their  way  towards  Richmond  ;  at  which 
place  Majr  Genl  the  Marquis  Fayette,  lay  with  three 
thousand  men  Regulars  and  militia  :  these  being  the 
whole  number  we  could  arm,  until  the  arrival  of  the 
I  too  arms  from  Rhode  Island,  which  are  about  this 
time  at  the  place  whertf  our  Public  stores  are  deposited. 
The  whole  force  of  the  Enemy  within  this  State, 
from  the  best  intelligence  1  have  been  able  to  get,  is 
I  think  about  7000  men,  infantr>'  and  cavalry,  includ- 
ing, also,  the  small  garrison  left  at  Portsmouth  :  a 
number  of  privateers,  which  are  constantly  ravaging 
the  Shores  of  our  rivers,  prevent  us  from  receiving 
any  aid  from  the  Counties  Ijing  on  navigable  waters ; 
and  powerful  operations  meditated  against  our 
Western  frontier,  by  a  joint  force  of  British,  and 
Indian  Savages,  have  as  your  Excellency  before 
knew,  obliged  us  to  embody,  between  two  and  three 
thousand  men  in  that  quarter.  Your  Excellency  will 
judge  from  this  State  of  things,  and  from  what  you 
know  of  our  country,  what  it  may  probably  sufTer 
during  the  present  campaign.  Should  the  Enemy 
be  able  to  produce  no  opportunity  of  annihilating  the 
Marquis's  army  a  small  proportion  of  their  force  may 
yet  restrain  his  movements  effectually  while  the 
greater  part  employed  in  detachment  to  waste  an  un- 
armed country  and  lead  the  minds  of  the  people  to 
acquiesce  under  those  events  which  they  see  no 
human  power  prepared  to  ward  off.  We  are  too  far 
removed  from  the  other  scenes  of  war  to  say  whether 


the  main  force  of  the  Enemy  be  within  this  State. 
But  I  suppose  they  cannot  anywhere  spare  so  great 
an  army  for  the  operations  of  the  field  Were  it 
possible  for  this  circumstance  to  justify  in  your  Ex- 
cellency a  determination  to  lend  us  your  personal 
aid,  it  is  evident  from  the  universal  voice,  that  the 
presence  of  their  beloved  Countryman,  whose  talents 
have  so  long  been  successfully  employed,  in  establish- 
ing the  freedom  of  kindred  States,  to  whose  person 
they  have  still  flattered  themselves  they  retained 
some  right,  and  have  ever  looked  up  as  their  dernier 
resort  in  distress.  That  your  appearance  among 
them  I  say  would  restore  full  confidence  of  salvation, 
and  would  render  them  equal  to  whatever  is  not  im- 
possible. I  cannot  undertake  to  foresee  and  obviate 
the  difficulties  which  lie  in  the  way  of  such  a  resolu- 
tion :  The  whole  subject  is  before  you  of  which  I  see 
only  detatched  parts  ;  and  your  judgment  will  be 
formed  on  a  view  of  the  whole.  Should  the  danger 
of  this  State  and  its  consequence  to  the  Union  be 
such  as  to  render  it  best  for  the  whole  that  you 
should  repair  to  its  assistance  the  difficulty  would  be 
how  to  keep  men  out  of  the  field.  I  have  under- 
taken to  hint  this  matter  to  your  Excellency  not  only 
on  my  own  sense  of  its  importance  to  us  but  at 
the  solicitations  of  many  members  of  weight  in  our 
Legislature  which  has  not  yet  Assembled  to  speak 
their  own  desires. 

A  few  days  will  bring  to  me  that  relief  which  the 
constitution  has  prepared  for  those  oppressed  with 
the  labours  of  my  office  and  a  long  declared  resolu- 
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tion  of  relinquishing'  it  to  abler  hands  has  prepared 
my  way  for  retirement  to  a  private  station :  still  as 
an  individual  I  should  feel  the  comfortable  effects  of 
your  presence,  and  have  (what  I  thought  could  not 
have  been)  an  additional  motive  for  that  gratitude, 
esteem.  &  respect  with  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant. 


TO  THE  SPEAKER  OP  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES. 

(bemjahin  karhisihi.)  v.  s.  a. 

CKAKtxrrruviLiJt  Mkjt  xS  1781 

Sir. — Since  t  had  ihc  honour  of  addr<:ssing  the  Genenil  assembly 
by  Letter  of  the  14th.  instant  I  have  received  a  second  Letter  from 
the  Honble  Major  Ueoeral  Gretne  on  the  subject  of  Cavalry  and 
another  in  answer  to  one  I  had  written  communicating  lo  him  in- 
fonniilions  1  had  received  ait  to  the  conduct  of  a  jiarticular  office 
employed  by  him  in  Impressing ;  which  I  transmit  herewith. 

I  also  incIo<ie  a  letter  which  I  have  received  since  the  same 
date  from  the  Honble  Dudley  Oigges  resigning  the  office  of  a 
Member  of  the  Council  of  State. 

Further  experience,  tojjether  with  recent  information  from  the 
Commanding  officer  within  this  State,  convinces  me  that  some- 
thing is  necessary  to  be  done  to  enforce  the  calls  of  the  Executive 
for  militia  to  attend  in  the  Held.  Whether  the  dertcicncies  of 
which  we  have  had  reason  to  complain  proceeded  from  any  back- 
wardness in  the  militia  themselves  or  from  a  want  of  activity  in 
their  principal  officers,  I  do  not  undertake  lo  decide.  The  Laws 
also  to  which  ihcy  arc  subject  while  in  the  field  seem  scarcely 
coercive  enough  for  a  slate  of  war. 

The  Commandiog  officer  also  represents  that  great  evils  and 
dangers  are  to  be  apprehended  from  the  1'otal  want  of  authority 
of  the  miliury  power  over  citiiens  within  the  vicinities  of  his  and 
of  the  enemies  encampments.  Many  of  them  tho'  well  disposed 
are  led  by  an  attachment  to  their  property  to  remain  within  the 
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power  of  the  enemy  and  are  then  compelled  to  furnish  horses, 
procure  provisions,  serve  as  guides  and  to  perform  other  offices  in 
aid  of  their  operations  :  while  others  of  unfriendly  disposition 
become  spies  and  intelligencers  and  if  taken  in  the  very  fact  are 
not  subject  to  that  speedy  justice  which  alone  can  effectually 
deter.  He  supposes  that  the  Lives  of  our  Soldiers  and  citizens 
entrusted  to  his  care  might  be  rendered  much  more  secure  by 
some  legal  provision  against  the  unrestricted  right  of  passing  to 
&  fro  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  encampments  and  by  subjecting 
the  inhabitants  within  some  certain  distance  to  such  immediate 
trial  &  punishment  for  leading  attempts  against  the  safety  of  our 
army  or  in  aid  of  that  of  our  enemies  as  the  rights  of  the  citizen 
on  the  one  hand  &  ncccssaties  of  war  on  the  other  may  safely 
admit 


TO    MAJOK-GENERAL   MARQUIS   DE     LA     FAVETTE. 

V.  %.  A. 

ClIAKLOTTKSVILLi:  M«y  jttt  i;Si 

Sir,- — 1  had  the  honor  last  night  of  receiving  your 
favor  of  the  28th  from  Goldmine  Creek  and  this 
morning  that  of  the  zgth.  I  shall  be  very  happy  in- 
deed if  against  such  a  superiority  of  Cavalry  you 
shall  be  able  to  keep  out  of  the  way  of  the  enemy  till 
you  are  fully  inforced.  I  imagine  GenI  Weedon's 
observation  as  to  his  want  of  power  to  call  forth  the 
Militia  respects  the  Counties  roundabout  Fredericks- 
burg ;  but  all  those  on  the  South  side  of  the  Rappa- 
hannock have  been  called  on  by  the  Executive,  and 
to  those  on  the  North  Side,  they  may  be  called  on 
under  our  Invasion  Law.  which  directs  that  the  Com- 
manding Officer  of  the  Militia  of  any  County  hearing 
of  tJie  approach  of  an  enemy  shall  call  on  so  many 
circumjacent  Counties  as  he  shall  think  necessar>', 
rhich  Counties  by  their  officers  are  obliged  to  obey 
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his  call.  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  Mr 
Ross's  Agent  in  Philadelphia  on  the  9th  instant  for- 
warilecl  275  Stand  of  Arms  and  a  ton  of  Powder  to 
Fredericksburg;  on  the  nth  he  forwarded  another 
stand  of  Arms;  on  tlie  liJth  he  forwarded  600  stand 
of  Arms,  and  by  this  time  expected  the  remainder  of 
aooo  engaged  from  Congress  by  the  board  of  War. 
I  must  pray  you  to  take  such  measures  through  Gcnl 
Weedon  or  otherwise  as  may  secure  these  Stores  from 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  and  moving  them 
to  where  they  may  be  useful  to  you.  Your  knowl- 
edge of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  will  enable  you 
to  do  this  with  safety  whereas  at  the  distance  I  am 
from  them  my  orders  however  proper  when  given 
might  by  a  change  of  their  route  lead  the  Arms 
into  their  way.  Besides  the  preceding  Arms  Genl 
Washington  has  sent  on  toco  Stand,  and  the  board 
of  War  were  sending  on  2000  more  from  Springfield. 
As  to  the  eleven  hundred  and  odd  stand  which  lately 
came  on  from  Rhode  Island  the  property  of  this 
State.  I  desired  Colo  Davies  after  delivering  to  Baron 
Steuben  as  many  as  he  has  new  Recruits  to  return 
the  rest  for  the  Militia  of  your  camp.  Will  you  be 
so  good  as  to  advise  him  by  what  route  you  will  have 
them  sent  to  Your  camp  or  to  what  other  place. 
Two  hundred  of  them  being  yet  in  your  neighbor- 
hood I  have  ordered  them  for  present  safety  to  Rock- 
fish  Gap  from  which  place  they  will  be  moved 
according  to  any  order  you  may  give. 

With  respect  both  to  those    Arms  and  the  new 
levies,   I  am  desired  to  communicate  to  you  the  en- 
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closed  Resolution  of  General  Assembly.  The  repre- 
sentation there  directed  of  the  present  State,  quantity 
and  condition  of  the  public  Arms  would  be  unneces- 
sary* to  you  who  know  already  more  than  I  do,  nor 
can  anybody  be  more  sensible  than  yourself  of  the 
reasons  which  urge  the  detention  of  the  new  Levies 
till  other  effectual  force  can  be  assembled.  I  shall 
therefore  in  compliance  with  resolution  only  add  my 
desire  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  retain  all  those 
Arms  within  the  State  for  its  particular  defence. 

Two  days  before  the  Receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
28th  I  had  dispatched  one  to  you  inclosing  eight  Im* 
press  Warrants,  to  provide  horses  from  tlie  Counties 
contiguous  to  the  enemy's  line  of  march.  The  As- 
sembly used  this  undefined  Expression  in  order  to 
give  you  a  latitude  Co  Impress,  knowing  that  a  pre* 
cise  circumscription  might  defeat  their  intention 
altogether.  This  therefore  anticipated  your  desire 
expressed  in  that  letter  of  extending  your  power  50 
miles  around.  It  also  takes  in  your  second  request  in 
the  Letter  of  the  20th  to  authorize  Colo  White  to 
impress  on  the  South  side  of  James  River.  The 
Counties  through  which  the  Enemy  marched  or 
bordered  on  them  are  within  the  extent  of  the  Im- 
press warrants  sent  you,  one  of  which  being  given  to 
Colo  White  will  authorize  him  to  impress  in  Amelia, 
Powhatan.  Chesterfield,  Dinwiddle,  Prince  Edward, 
Bninswic  and  the  other  Counties  there  abounding  in 
good  horses.  I  will  immediately  direct  the  County 
Superintendants  to  collect  all  accoutrements  for 
horses  belonging  to  the  Public  in  their  Counties  and 
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to  send   them    to   such    place   as   Col    White  shall 
appoint  &  in  the  mean  time  to  Your  camp. 

The  prisoners  of  war  in  the  State  are  most  of 
ihem  in  the  hands  of  Colo  Holmes,  Continental 
Commissary  of  prisoners  at  Winchester.  There  are 
a  few  at  Staunton.  Your  orders  to  either  place  will 
be  effectual. 


TO  MAJOR-GENERAL  MARQUIS  I.A  FAYETTE.'        j.  mss. 

MOHTICBLLO  Ang  4,  I7S1. 

Sir, — I  am  much  obliged  by  the  trouble  you  took 
in  forwarding  to  me  the  Ire  of  his  Excy  the  pr  of 
Congr.  It  found  me  in  Bedford  100  miles  Southwd 
of  this  where  I  was  confined  till  within  these  few  days 
by  an  unfortunate  fall  from  my  horse.  This  has  oc- 
casioned the  delay  of  the  answer  which  I  now  take 
the  liberty  of  enclosing  to  you  as  the  confidential 
channel  of  conveyance  pointed  out  by  the  President 
I  thank  you  also  for  your  kind  sentiments  &  friendly 
offers  on  the  occasion,  which  that  !  cannot  avail  my- 
self of  has  given  me  more  mortification  than  almost 
any  occurrence  of  my  life.  1  lose  an  opportuity  the 
only  one  1  ever  had,  and  perhaps  ever  shall  have  of 
combining  public  service  with  private  gratification  ; 
Of  seeing  countries  whose  improvements  in  science, 
in  arts,  &  in  civilization  it  has  been  my  fortune  to 
admire  at  a  distance  but  never  Co  see  and  at  the  same 
lime  of  lending  further  aid  to  a  cause  which  has  been 
handed  on  from  it's  first  organization  to  its  present 
stage  by  every  efTort  of  which  my  poor  faculties  were 

'  Jeffcreon  raugneil  hi>  oSc«  of  Governor  June  i,  1761.  Oii  June  ijlh  he 
wa*  Bpfwlolcd  by  thn  [.'onliBCBUl  Congrea  one  af  laiir  commiuiao«n  lo  negiv 
tiftte  ■  pcMX  ta  Europe,  but  be  ^leclinrd  tho  uppotBttDtDt 


capable.  These  however  have  not  been  such  as  to 
give  satisfaction  to  some  of  my  countr^'men  &  it  has 
become  necessary  for  me  to  remain  in  the  state  till  a 
later  period  in  the  present  year,  than  is  consistent 
with  an  acceptance  of  what  has  been  offered  me. 
Declining  higher  objects  therefore  my  only  one  must 
be  to  show  that  suggestion  and  fact  are  different 
things  8l  that  public  misfortunes  may  be  produced  as 
well  by  public  poverty  and  private  disobedience  to 
the  laws  as  by  the  misconduct  of  public  servants. 
The  independance  of  private  life  under  the  protec- 
tion of  republican  laws  will  I  hope  yield  me  that 
happiness  from  which  no  slave  is  so  remote  as  the 
minister  of  a  commonwealth.  From  motives  of  pri- 
vate esteem  as  wcli  as  public  gratitude  I  shall  pray  it 
to  be  your  lot  in  every  line  of  life  as  no  one  can  with 
more  truth  subscribe  himself  with  the  highest  regard 
&  respect  Sir  your  mo  obedient  &  mo  hble  servt. 


TO  EDMUND  RANDOLPH. 

MoKTiCELLO  Sep  I6,  1781. 

Deak  Sir, — I  have  reed  your  letter  of  the  7th  inst 
That  mentioned  to  have  been  sent  by  the  preceding 
post  has  not  come  to  hand  nor  two  others  which  Mrs. 
Randolph  informs  me  you  wrote  before  you  left  Vir- 
ginia nor  indeed  any  other  should  you  have  been  so 
kind  as  to  have  written  any  other. 

When  I  received  the  first  letter  from  the  President 
of  Congress  inclosing  their  resolution,  &  mentioning 
the  necessity  of  an  expeditious  departure,  my  de- 
termination to  attend  at  the  next  session  of  assembly 

v«t.ai,— a 
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offered  a  ready  &  insuperable  obstacle  to  my  accept- 
ance of  that  appointment  &  left  me  under  no  neces- 
sity of  deliberating  with  myself  whether  that  objection 
being-  removed,  any  other  considerations  might  pre- 
vent my  undertaking  it.  I  find  there  are  many  and 
must  therefore  decline  it  altogether.  Were  it  possible 
for  mc  to  determine  again  to  enter  into  public  busi- 
ness there  is  no  appointment  whatever  which  would 
have  been  so  agreeable  to  me.  But  I  have  taken  my 
final  leave  of  everj'thing  of  that  nature.  I  have  re- 
tired to  my  farm,  my  family  &  books  from  which  I 
think  nothing  will  evermore  separate  mc.  A  desire 
to  leave  public  office  with  a  reputation  not  more 
blotted  than  it  has  deserved  will  oblige  me  to  emerge 
at  the  next  session  of  our  assembly  &  perhaps  to 
accept  of  a  seat  in  it,  but  as  I  go  with  a  single  object. 
I  shall  withdraw  when  that  shall  be  accomplished. 

I  should  have  thought  that  N.  Carolina  rescued 
from  the  hands  of  Britain,  Georgia  &  almost  the 
whole  of  S.  Carolina  recovered,  would  have  been 
sufficiently  humiliating  to  induce  them  to  treat  with 
us.  If  this  will  not  do  I  hope  the  stroke  is  now 
hanging  over  them  which  will  satisfy  them  that  their 
views  of  Southern  conquest  are  likely  to  be  as  vision- 
ary as  those  of  Northern.  I  think  it  impossible  Ld 
Cornwallis  should  escape.  Mrs.  Randolph  will  be 
able  to  give  you  all  the  news  on  the  subject  as  soon 
as  you  shall  be  able  to  release  her  from  others.  I 
am  with  much  esteem  Dr  Sir  your  friend  &  servL 

P.  S.  Pray  let  me  know  whether  you  will  want 
Colt^  another  year.  Mrs.  Randolph  supposes  not, 
but  could  not  positively  determine  me. 
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TO    GENERAL   WASHINGTOK. 


J.   MSS. 


MOTTICXLLOOct  38,  1781. 

Sir, — I  hope  it  wlU  not  be  unacceptable  to  your 
Excy  to  receive  the  congratulations  of  a  private  in- 
dividual on  your  return  to  your  native  country  & 
above  all  things  on  the  important  success  which  has 
attended  it.'  Great  as  this  has  been  however  it  can 
scarcely  add  to  the  aHection  with  which  we  have 
looked  up  to  you.  and  if  in  the  minds  of  any  the  mo- 
tives of  gratitude  to  our  good  allies  were  not  suffi- 
ciently apparent,  the  part  they  have  borne  in  this 
action  must  amply  evince  them.  Notwithstanding 
the  state  of  perpetual  decrepitude  to  which  I  am  un- 
fortunately reduced,  I  should  certainly  have  done 
myself  the  honour  of  paying  my  respects  to  you  per- 
sonally. But  that  1  apprehend  these  visits  which  are 
meant  by  us  as  marks  of  our  attachment  to  you  must 
interfere  with  the  regulations  of  a  camp  and  be  par- 
ticularly inconvenient  to  one  whose  time  is  too 
precious  to  be  wasted  in  ceremony. 

I  beg  you  to  believe  me  among  the  sincerest  of 
those  who  subscribe  themselves  your  Excy's  mo  ob, 
&  mo  hble  servt. 


TO    MAJOR-GENERAL    HORATIO    GATES. 


).  MSS. 


Richmond  Dec  14,  I7S[. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  your  friendly  letters  of 
Aug  2.  &  Nov  1 5.  and  some  of  the  gentlemen  to  whom 
you  wished  them  to  be  communicated,  not  being  here, 
I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  handing  them  to  some 

'  The  ciiiilulalion  of  Comwallis. 
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Others,  so  as  to  answer  the  spirit  of  your  wish.  It 
seems  likely  to  end  as  I  ever  expected  it  would,  in  a 
final  acknowledgment  that  good  dispositions  &  ar- 
rangements will  not  do  without  a  certain  degree  of 
bravery  and  discipline  in  those  who  are  to  carry  them 
into  execution.  This,  the  men  whom  you  com- 
manded, or  the  greater  part  of  them  at  least,  unfor- 
tunately wanted  on  that  particular  occasion.  I  have 
not  a  doubt  but  that  on  a  fair  enquiry,  the  returning 
justice  of  your  countrymen  will  remind  them  of 
Saratoga  and  induce  them  to  recognize  your  merits. 
My  future  plan  of  life  scarcely  admits  a  hope  of  my 
having  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  at  your  seat ;  yet 
I  assuredly  shall  do  it  should  it  ever  lie  within  my 
power,  and  am  assured  that  Mrs.  Jefferson  will  join 
me  in  sincere  thanks  for  your  kind  sentiments  &  in- 
vitation, &  in  expressions  of  equal  esteem  for  Mrs, 
Gates  and  yourself,  and  in  a  certain  hope  that  should 
any  circumstance  lead  you  within  our  reach  you  will 
make  us  happy  by  your  company  at  Monticello.  We 
have  no  news  to  communicate.  That  the  assembly 
does  little,  does  not  come  under  that  description. 


TO  JAKES  K.VDISON.  ].  Hss. 

MoHTlczLLO  Mu.  34,  lySa. 

Dr.  Sir, — I  have  reed  from  you  two  several 
favours  on  the  subject  of  the  designs  against  the 
territorial  rights  of  Virginia.'  I  never  before  could 
comprehend    on    what    principle   our    right    to    the 

*  Sm  Piftri  */  Jmmtt  MaStm,  l.  103 ;  106. 
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Western  country  could  be  denied  which  would  not 
at  the  same  time  subvert  the  rights  of  all  the  states 
to  the  whole  of  their  territory.  What  objections 
may  be  founded  on  the  charter  of  N.  York  1  cannot 
say,  having  never  seen  that  charter  nor  been  able 
to  get  a  copy  of  it  in  this  country.  I  had  thought 
to  have  seized  the  5rst  leisure  on  my  return  from 
the  last  Assembly  to  have  considered  &  stated  our 
right  and  to  have  communicated  to  our  Delegates 
or  perhaps  to  the  public  so  much  as  I  could  trace, 
and  expected  to  have  derived  some  assistance  from 
ancient  MSS.  which  I  have  been  able  to  collect. 
These  with  my  other  papers  &  books  however  had 
been  removed  to  Augusta  to  be  out  of  danger  from 
the  enemy  &  have  not  yet  been  brought  back.  The 
ground  on  which  I  now  find  the  question  to  be  bot- 
tomed is  so  unknown  to  me  that  it  is  out  of  my  power 
to  say  anything  on  the  subject.  Should  it  be  practi- 
cable for  me  to  procure  a  copy  of  the  charter  of  N. 
Y.,  I  shall  probably  think  on  it,  and  would  cheerfully 
communicate  to  you  whatever  could  occur  to  me  worth 
your  notice.  But  this  will  probably  be  much  too  late 
to  be  of  any  service  before  Congress,  who  doubtless 
will  decide  ere  long  on  the  subject.  I  sincerely  wish 
their  decision  may  tend  to  the  preservation  of  peace. 
If  1  am  not  totally  deceived  in  the  determination  of 
this  country-  the  decision  of  Congress  if  unfavourable, 
will  not  close  the  question.  I  suppose  some  people 
on  the  Western  waters  who  are  ambitious  to  be  Gov- 
ernors &C.  will  urge  a  separation  by  authority  of  Con- 
gress: but  the   bulk   of  the   people  Westward  are 
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already  thrown  into  great  ferment  by  the  report  of 
what  is  proposed,  to  which  I  think  they  will  not  sub* 
mit  This  separation  is  unacceptable  to  us  in  form 
only  &  not  in  substance.  On  the  contrar)'  I  may 
safely  say  it  is  desired  by  the  Eastern  part  of  our 
country  whenever  their  Western  brethren  shall  think 
themselves  able  to  stand  alone.  In  the  meantime  on 
the  petition  of  the  Western  counties  a  plan  is  digest- 
ing for  rendering  their  access  to  government  more 
easy.  I  trouble  you  with  the  inclosed  to  Monsr. 
Marbuis.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  that  your 
father  &  family  were  well  yesterday,  by  your  brother 
who  is  about  to  study  the  law  in  my  neighborhood. 
I  shall  alwais  be  glad  to  hear  from  you ;  &  if  it  be 
possible  for  me,  retired  from  public  business  to  find 
anything  worth  your  notice.  I  shall  communicate  it 
with  great  pleasure. 
I  am  with  sincere  esteem  Dr.  Sir  your  friend  &  servt. 


TO    THE   GOVERNOR   OF    VIRGINIA.' 
(BBMJAMIK  ttARRIBON.) 


CHAHLOTrmiLix.  April.  13  17S2. 

Sir. — The  legion  of  Colo  Armand  which  was  sta- 
tioned here  to  be  refitted  for  service  has  for  some 
time  been  on  sufferance  for  provisions.  Flour  they 
have  had  &  still  have,  but  of  animal  food  the  supplies 
have  almost  totally  failed,  and  failed  from  a  cause 
which  is  without  remedy,  that  is,  the  want  of  it  in  the 

'  FrOB  tbc  origiiul  is  ib«  poBcnoa  of  Mr.  F.  J.  Drccr,  of  FUUdelphlft. 
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neighborhood.  The  former  calls  for  beef  by  fifteenths 
and  tenths  had  reduced  the  stocks  of  cattle  here  in 
common  with  those  in  the  other  parts  of  the  country  ; 
&  that  of  the  sixtli  which  was  punctually  complied 
with  here  has  left  the  people  without  beef  for  their 
own  use.  It  never  was  a  country  abounding  with 
pork,  few  raising  more  than  served  their  own  families. 
In  this  situation  I  fear  their  supplies  of  animal  food 
will  become  worse  instead  of  better.  Forage  has 
been  brought  in  pretty  plentifully  till  within  these 
few  days ;  but  now  that  also  fails,  the  season  being 
come  on  in  which  most  of  the  farmers  begin  to  be  out 
of  that  article.  These  things  have  induced  Colo. 
Armand  to  think  of  changing  his  quarters,  and  as 
GenL  Washington's  orders  seem  to  restrain  him  from 
going  any  distance  from  hence,  he  has  cast  his  eyes 
on  Staunton.  By  information  from  the  inhabitants 
of  that  place  it  seems  probable  his  legion  might  be 
subsisted  there,  could  he  have  the  aid  of  the  Specific 
tax  of  the  county  in  which  it  is.  As  your  Excellency 
had  favored  him  with  the  aid  of  that  resource  in  this 
country,  we  are  in  hopes  the  same  may  be  extended 
to  him  there.  It  really  seems  necessary,  to  render 
the  horses  fit  for  the  field,  that  they  should  be  re- 
moved to  some  place  where  better  supplies  of  forage 
may  be  had.  Their  situation  will  no  doubt  be  repre- 
sented to  you  by  Colo.  Armand,  who  wished  me  to 
trouble  you  on  this  subject  also,  as  being  able  to  give 
you  some  information  as  to  the  circumstances  of  this 
neighborhood  &  the  little  probability  there  is  of  his 
situation   being  bettered  here.     It  must   give   your 


Excellency  satisfaction  1  am  sure  to  be  informed  that 
Colo.  Armand  has  been  very  successful  in  recruiting, 
taking  for  granted  that  his  recruits  in  this  state  will 
be  applied  to  it's  credit  as  part  of  it's  quota. 


TO  COLONEL  JAMES   MONKOE.  ].  USS, 

MuN'TiCEi-LO  Mar  3o,  17S3. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  gratified  witli  the  receipt 
of  your  two  favours  of  the  6th  8c  i  ith  inst.'  It  gives 
me  pleasure  that  your  county  has  been  wise  enough 
to  enlist  your  talents  into  their  service.  I  am  much 
obliged  by  the  kind  wishes  you  express  of  seeing  me 
also  in  Richmond,  and  am  always  mortified  when 
anything  is  expected  from  me  which  I  cannot  fulfill, 
&  more  especially  if  it  relate  to  the  public  scrxice. 
Before  I  ventured  to  declare  to  my  countrymen  my 
determination  to  retire  from  public  employment,  I  ex- 
amined well  my  heart  to  know  whether  it  were  thor- 
oughly cured  of  every  principle  of  political  ambition, 
whether  no  lurking  particle  remained  which  might 
leave  me  uneasy  when  reduced  within  the  limits  of 
mere  private  life.  I  became  satisfied  that  every  fibre 
of  that  passion  was  thoroughly  eradicated.  I  exam- 
ined also  in  other  views  my  right  to  withdraw.  I 
considered  that  I  had  been  thirteen  years  engaged  in 
public  sen,*ice,  that  during  that  time  I  had  so  totally 
abandoned  all  attention  to  my  private  affairs  as  to 
permit  them  to  run  into  great  disorder  and  ruin,  that 

'  Informing  him  chm  the  people  have  "  frequenlly  elected  y^ju  .  .  .  ig 
plcMc  you.  but  now  thai  they  had  cAlltt)  you  Torth  into  public  o6ic«  to  serve 
thcmselva."    C/,  Waabinglon's  edition,  i,  316. 
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1  had  now  a  family  advanced  to  years  which  require 
my  attention  &  instruction,  that  to  these  were  added 
the  hopeful  offspring  of  a  deceased  friend  whose 
memory  must  be  forever  dear  to  me  who  have  no 
other  reliance  for  being  rendered  useful  to  themselves 
&  their  country,  that  by  a  constant  sacrifice  of  lime, 
labour,  loss,  parental  &  family  duties,  I  had  been  so 
far  from  gaining  the  aflfection  of  my  countrj'men, 
which  was  the  only  reward  I  ever  asked  or  could  have 
felt,  that  I  had  even  lost  the  small  estimation  1  before 
possessed.  That  however  I  might  have  comforted 
myself  under  the  disapprobation  of  the  well-meaning 
but  uninformed  people  yet  that  of  their  representa- 
tives was  a  shock  on  which  I  had  not  calculated  :  that 
this  indeed  had  been  followed  by  an  exculpatory 
declaration.  But  in  the  meantime  I  had  been  sus- 
pected &  suspended  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  without 
the  least  hint  then  or  afterwards  made  public  which 
might  restrain  them  from  supposing  that  1  stood 
arraigned  for  treason  of  the  heart  and  not  merely 
weaknessof  the  head  ;  and  1  felt  that  these  injuries,  for 
such  they  have  been  since  acknowledged  had  inflicted 
a  wound  on  my  spirit  which  will  only  be  cured  by 
the  all-healing  grave.  If  reason  &  inclination  unite 
in  justifying  my  retirement,  the  laws  of  my  country 
are  equally  in  favor  of  it.  Whether  the  state  may 
command  the  political  services  of  all  it's  members  to 
an  indefinite  e.\tent,  or  if  these  be  among  the  rights 
never  wholly  ceded  to  the  public  power,  is  a  question 
which  1  do  not  find  expressly  decided  in  England. 
Obiter  dictums  on  the  subject  1   have  indeed  met 
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with,  but  the  complexion  of  the  times  in  which  these 
have  dropped  would  generally  answer  them,  besides 
that  this  species  of  authority  is  not  acknowledged  in 
our  profession.  In  this  country  however  since  the 
present  government  has  been  established  the  point 
has  been  settled  by  uniform,  pointed  &  multiplied 
precedents.  Offices  of  every  kind,  and  given  by 
ever)*  power,  have  been  daily  &  hourly  declined  & 
resigned  from  the  declaration  of  independance  to 
this  moment.  The  genl  assembly  has  accepted 
these  without  discrimination  of  office,  and  without 
ever  questioning  them  in  point  of  right.  If  a  differ- 
ence between  the  office  of  a  delegate  &  any  other 
could  ever  have  been  supposed,  yet  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Thompson  Mason  who  declined  the  office  of  delegate 
&  was  permitted  so  to  do  by  the  house  that  supposi- 
tion has  been  proved  to  be  groundless.  But  indeed 
no  such  distinction  of  offices  can  be  admitted.  Rea- 
son and  the  opinions  of  the  law^'ers  putting  alt  on  a 
footing  as  to  this  question  and  so  giving  to  the  dele- 
gate the  aid  of  all  the  precedents  of  the  refusal  of 
other  offices.  The  law  then  does  not  warrant  the 
assumption  of  such  a  power  by  the  state  over  it's 
members.  For  if  it  does  where  is  that  law  }  nor  yet 
does  reason,  for  tho'  I  will  admit  that  this  does  sub- 
ject every  individual  if  called  on  to  an  equal  tour  of 
political  duty  yet  it  can  never  go  so  far  as  to  submit 
to  it  his  whole  existence.  If  we  are  made  in  some 
degree  for  others,  yet  in  a  greater  are  we  made  for 
ourselves.  It  were  contrary  to  feeling  &  indeed 
ndiculous  to  suppose  that  a  man  had  less  right  in 
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himself  than  one  of  his  neighbors  or  indeed  all  of 
them  put  together.  This  would  be  slavery  &  not 
that  liberty  which  the  bill  of  rights  has  made  inviolable 
and  for  the  preservation  of  which  our  government 
has  been  charged.  Nothing  could  so  completely 
divest  us  of  that  liberty  as  the  establishment  of  the 
opinion  that  the  state  has  a  perpetua/  n^hx.  to  the 
services  of  all  it's  members.  This  to  men  of  certain 
ways  of  thinking  would  be  to  annihilate  the  blessing 
of  existence;  to  contradict  the  giver  of  life  who 
gave  it  for  happiness  &  not  for  wretchedness;  and 
certainly  to  such  it  were  better  that  they  had  never 
been  born.  However  with  these  I  may  think  public 
ser\'ice  &  private  misery  inseparably  linked  together, 
I  have  not  the  vanity  to  count  myself  among  those 
whom  the  state  would  think  worth  oppressing  with 
perpetual  service.  I  have  received  a  sufficient 
memento  to  the  contrary'.  I  am  persuaded  that  hav- 
ing hitherto  dedicated  to  them  the  whole  of  the  active 
&  useful  part  of  my  life  I  shall  be  permitted  to  pass 
the  rest  in  mental  quiet,  I  hope  too  that  I  did  not 
mistake  the  modes  anymore  than  the  matter  of  right 
when  I  preferred  a  simple  act  of  renunciation  to  the 
taking  sanctuary*  under  those  disquaIi6cations  (pro- 
vided by  the  law  for  other  purposes  indeed,  but  which 
affording  asylum  also  for  rest  to  the  wearied.  I  dare 
say  you  did  not  expect  by  the  few  words  you  dropped 
on  the  right  of  renunciation  to  expose  yourself  to  the 
fatigue  of  so  long  a  letter,  but  I  wished  you  to  see 
that  if  I  had  done  wrong  I  had  been  betrayed  by  a 
semblance  of  right  at  least. 
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I  take  the  liberty  of  inclosing  to  you  a  letter  for 
Genl  Chattelux  for  which  you  will  readily  find  means 
of  conveyance.  But  I  meant  to  give  you  more  trouble 
with  the  one  to  Pelham  who  lives  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Manchester  &  to  ask.  the  favor  of  you  to  send  it 
by  your  servant  express  which  I  am  in  hopes  may 
be  done  without  absenting  him  from  your  person  but 
during  those  hours  in  which  you  will  be  engaged  in 
the  house.  I  am  anxious  that  it  should  be  received 
immediately.  Mrs  Jefferson  has  added  another  daugh- 
ter to  our  family.  She  has  been  ever  since  &  still 
continues  very  dangerously  ill.  It  will  give  me  great 
pleasure  to  see  you  here  whenever  you  can  favor  us 
with  your  company.  You  will  find  me  still  busy  but 
in  lighter  occupations.  But  in  these  &  alt  others  you 
will  find  me  to  retain  a  due  sense  of  your  friendship 
&  to  be  with  sincere  esteem,  Dr  Sir 

Your  mo  ob  &  mo  hble  servt 

P.  S.  did  you  ever  receive  a  copy  of  the  I*arl. 
debates  &  Histor.  Register  with  a  letter  left  for  you 
with  Mr  Jas.  Buchanan? 


TO  THE  GOVERNOR  OK  VIRGINIA. 
(hknjauir  harki«oi«.) 


V.  S.  A. 


MOKTICKLLU  Sep.  23.  17^3. 

Sir. — I  do  myself  the  honour  of  Inclosing  you  a 
letter  received  from  Mr  Thomas  Smith  as  agent  for 
Mr  Nathan.  I  have  no  Idea  that  the  laws,  as  they 
stand  at  present,  can  give  him  an  action  against  tne 
for  assumpsits  of  public  debts,  made  in  council  &  so 
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expressed  with  their  unanimous  advice,  and  this  in 
the  presence  of  Mr  Nathan,  who  knew  the  debts  to 
be  public,  who  applied  to  me  as  a  public  officer  for 
paiment.  and  who  has  never  before  pretended  to  con- 
sider it  but  as  a  public  affair.  And  even  were  it 
possible  that  the  present  laws  should  leave  me  ex- 
posed to  shipwreck  where  there  never  was  anything 
in  the  nature  of  a  private  assumpsit.  I  suppose  it  not 
possible  they  should  be  permitted  to  remain  so.  The 
purpose  of  the  present  trouble  I  give  your  Excel- 
lency is  to  ask  whether,  should  any  suit  be  brought 
against  me,  I  may  take  the  liberty  of  remitting  the 
defence  wholly  to  the  public  whose  concern  alone  it 
is?  I  had  had  some  thoughts  of  abstracting  myself 
awhile  from  this  state  by  a  journey  to  Philadelphia 
or  somewhere  else  Northwardly ;  but  I  suppose  it 
would  not  be  safe  for  me  to  leave  a  state  by  whose 
laws  I  must  certainly  be  protected  &  trust  myself 
in  another  where  that  protection  would  be  doubtful. 


TO  ROBERT  R.   LIVINGSTON. 


J.  MSS. 


CiiKSTixriELD  Nov.  vb  1788- 

Sir, — I  received  yesterday  the  letter  with  which  you 
have  been  pleased  to  honour  me  inclosing  the  resolu- 
tioa  of  Congress  of  the  12th  inst  renewing  my  ap- 
pointment as  one  of  their  ministers  plenipotentiary 
for  negotiating  a  peace,  and  beg  leave  through  you 
to  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  that  august  body  for 
the  confidence  they  are  pleased  to  repose  in  me  and 
to  tender  the  same  to  yourself  for  the  obliging  man- 
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ner  in  which  you  have  notified  it.  I  will  employ  in 
this  arduous  charge  with  diligence  and  integrity  the 
best  of  my  poor  talents,  which  I  am  conscious  are 
far  short  of  what  it  requires.  This  I  hope  will  en- 
sure to  me  from  Congress  a  kind  construction  of  all 
my  transactions,  and  it  gives  me  no  small  pleasure 
that  my  communications  will  pass  through  the  hands 
of  a  gentleman  with  whom  I  have  acted  in  the  earlier 
stages  of  this  contest  &  whose  candor  &  discernment 
I  had  the  good  fortune  then  to  prove  and  to  esteem. 
Your  letter  finds  me  at  a  distance  from  home,  attend- 
ing my  family  under  inoculation.  This  will  add  to 
the  delays  which  the  arrangement  of  my  particular 
affairs  would  necessarily  occasion.  I  shall  lose  no 
moment  however  in  preparing  for  my  departure  and 
shall  hope  to  pay  my  respects  to  Congress  &  your- 
self at  sometime  between  the  20th  &  the  last  of 
December. 


TO  JAMES  STEPTOE.  j.  mss. 

Nor  36,  178a. 

Dear  Sir, — I  received  in  August  your  favour 
wherein  you  give  me  hopes  of  your  being  able  to 
procure  for  me  some  of  the  big  bones.  1  should  be 
unfaithful  to  my  own  feelings  were  I  not  to  express 
to  you  how  much  I  am  obliged  by  your  attention 
to  the  request  I  made  you  on  that  subject  A  speci- 
men of  each  of  the  several  species  of  bones  now 
to  be  found  is  to  me  the  most  desirable  object  in 
natural  history,  and  there  is  no  expense  of  package 
or  of  safe  transportation  which    I    will    not   gladly 


reimburse  to  procure  them  safely.  Elk  horns  of 
very  extraordinary  size,  or  anything  else  uncom- 
mon would  be  very  acceptable.  New  London  in 
Bedford  Staunton  in  Augusta  or  Fredericksbg,  are 
places  from  whence  I  can  surely  get  them.  You 
will  hear  of  my  being  gone  to  Europe,  but  my  trip 
there  will  be  short,  I  mention  this.  lest  you  should 
hesitate  forwarding  any  curiosities  to  me.  Any  ob- 
servations of  your  own  on  the  subject  of  the  big 
bones  or  their  history  or  on  anything  else  in  the 
Western  country  will  come  acceptably  to  me,  because 
I  know  you  see  the  works  of  nature  in  the  great.  & 
not  merely  in  detail.  Descriptions  of  animals,  vege- 
tables, minerals,  or  other  curious  things,  notes  as  to 
the  Indians,  information  of  the  country  between  the 
Mississippi  &  waters  of  the  South  Sea  &c.  &c  will 
strike  your  mind  as  worthy  being  communicated. 
I  wish  you  had  more  time  to  pay  attention  to 
them. 

I  perceive  by  your  letter  you  are  not  unapprized 
that  your  services  to  your  country  have  not  made 
due  impression  on  ever>'  mind.  That  you  have  ene- 
mies you  must  not  doubt  when  you  reflect  that  you 
have  made  yourself  eminent  If  you  meant  to  escape 
malice  you  should  have  confined  yourself  within  the 
sleepy  line  of  regular  duty.  When  you  transgressed 
this  and  enterprised  deeds  which  will  hand  down 
your  name  with  honor  to  future  times,  you  made 
yourself  a  mark  for  malice  &  envy  to  shoot  at.  Of 
these  there  is  enough,  you  know,  both  in  &  out  of 
office,     t  was  not  a  little  surprised  however  to  find 
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one  person  hostile  to  you,  as  far  as  he  has  personal 
courage  to  show  hostilit)-  to  any  man.  Who  be  is 
you  will  probably  have  heard,  or  may  know  him  by 
this  description — as  being  all  tongue,  without  either 
head  or  heart.  In  the  varietj*  of  his  crooked  schemes 
however  his  interests  may  probably  veer  about  so  as 
to  put  it  in  your  power  to  be  useful  to  him,  in  which 
case  he  certainly  will  be  your  friend  again  if  you  want 
him.  That  you  may  long  continue  a  fit  object  for 
his  enmity  and  for  that  of  every  person  of  his  com- 
plexion in  the  state,  which  1  know  can  only  be  by 
your  continuing  to  do  good  to  your  country'  &  to 
acquire  honour  to  yourself  is  the  earnest  prayer  of 
one  who  subscribes  himself,  with  great  truth  & 
flincerily,  Your  friend  &  servt. 


TO  ntAN^OIS  JEAN,  CHEVALIER  D£  CHASTELLUX.    j.  Mss. 

Amkthiu.  Not  i6.  i;8a. 

Dkar  Sir, — I  received  your  friendly  letters  of^ 


and  June  30  but  the  latter  not  till  the  17th  of  Oct. 
It  found  mea  little  emerging  from  thestupor  of  mind 
which  had  rendered  me  as  dead  to  the  world  as  she 
wa-s  whose  loss  occasioned  it.'  Your  letter  recalled 
to  my  memory  that  there  were  persons  still  living  of 
much  value  to  me.  If  you  should  have  thought  me 
remiss  in  not  testifying  to  you  sooner  how  deeply 
1  had  been  impressed  with  your  worth  in  the  little 
time  I  had  the  happiness  of  being  with  you  you  will 
I  am  sure  ascribe  it  to  it's  true  cause  the  state  of 
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■  The  death  of  Mrv  Jeflcnoo. 


dreadful  suspense  in  which  I  had  been  kept  all  the 
summer  &  the  catastrophe  which  closed  it.  Before 
that  event  my  scheme  of  life  had  been  determined. 
I  had  folded  myself  in  the  arms  of  retirement,  and 
rested  all  prospects  of  future  happiness  on  domestic  & 
literary  objects.  A  single  event  wiped  away  alt  my 
plans  and  left  me  a  blank  which  I  had  not  the  spirits 
to  fill  up.  In  this  state  of  mind  an  appointment  from 
Congress  found  me,  requiring  me  to  cross  the 
Atlantic.  And  that  temptation  might  be  added  to 
duty  I  was  informed  at  the  same  time  from  his  Excy 
the  Chevalier  de  Luzerne  tliat  a  vessel  of  force  would 
be  sailing  about  the  middle  of  Dec.  in  which  you 
would  be  passing  to  France.  I  accepted  the  appoint- 
ment and  my  only  object  now  is  so  to  hasten  over 
those  obstacles  which  would  retard  my  departure  as 
to  be  ready  to  join  you  in  your  voyage,  fondly  meas- 
uring your  afTections  by  my  own  &  presuming  your 
consent.  It  is  not  certain  that  by  any  exertion  I  can 
be  in  Philadelphia  by  the  middle  of  December. 
the  contrary  is  most  probable.  But  hoping  it  will 
not  be  much  later  and  counting  on  tliose  procrasti- 
nations which  usually  attend  the  departure  of  vessels 
of  size  I  have  hopes  of  being  with  you  in  time.  This 
will  give  me  full  leisure  to  learn  the  result  of  your 
observations  on  the  natural  bridge,  to  communicate 
to  you  my  answers  to  the  queries  of  Monsr  de  Mar- 
bois,  to  receive  edi6cation  from  you  on  these  and  on 
other  subjects  of  science,  considering  chess  too  as  a 
matter  of  science.  Should  I  be  able  to  get  out 
in    tolerable   time    and  any    extraordinary    delays 
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attend  the  sailing  of  the  vessel  I  shall  certainly  do 
myself  the  honor  of  waiting  on  his  Excy  Count 
Rochambeau  at  his  Head  quarters  and  assuring  him 
in  person  of  my  high  respect  and  esteem  for  him — 
an  object  of  which  I  have  never  lost  sight.  To  your- 
self I  am  unable  to  express  the  warmth  of  those  sen- 
timents of  friendship  &  attachment  with  which  1  have 
the  honour  to  be,  Dr  Sir, 

Your  most  obedt  &  mo  hble  servL 


TO  JAMES  MADISON. 


J.  MSS. 


AltrTHILL  IN  ClIKSTKItrtELD  Ntyv  36.  l^Ss. 

Dear  Sir. — Your  favour  by  Colo  Basset  is  not  yet 
come  to  hand.  The  intimation  through  the  attorney 
I  received  the  day  before  Colo  Bland's  arrival  by 
whom  I  am  honoured  with  yours  of  the  14th  insL  It 
finds  me  at  this  place  attending  my  family  under  in- 
oculation. This  will  of  course  retard  those  arrange- 
ments of  my  domestic  affairs  which  will  of  themselves 
take  time  and  cannot  be  made  but  at  home.  1  shall 
lose  no  time  however  in  preparing  for  my  departure ; 
and  from  the  calculations  I  am  at  present  enabled  to 
make  I  suppose  I  cannot  be  in  Philadelphia  before 
the  20th  of  December,  and  that  possibly  it  may  be 
the  last  of  that  month.  Some  days  I  must  certainly 
pass  there  ;  as  I  could  not  propose  to  jump  into  the 
midst  of  a  negotiation  without  a  single  article  of 
previous  information.  From  these  data  you  will  be 
enabled  to  judge  of  the  chance  of  availing  myself  of 
his    Excy   the  Chev  de  la  Luzerne's  kind  offer,  to 


THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 


whom  I  beg  you  to  present  my  thanks  for  his  friendly 
attention  and  to  let  him  know  I  shall  use  my  best 
endeavors  to  be  in  time  for  the  departure  of  his 
frigate.  No  circumstances  of  a  private  nature  could 
induce  me  to  hasten  over  the  several  obstacles  to  my 
departure  more  unremitting  than  the  hope  of  having 
the  Chevr  de  Chattelux  as  a  companion  in  my  voyage. 
A  previous  acquaintance  with  his  worth  &  abilities 
had  impressed  me  with  an  affection  for  him  which 
under  the  then  prospect  of  never  seeing  him  again 
was  perhaps  imprudent. 

I  am  with  very  sincere  esteem  Dr  Sir  your  affec- 
tionate friend  &  humble  servt. 


ADVERTISEMENT.' 


MoTtncELLO  Dec  15  i;8j. 
The  Subscriber  having  occasion  lo  be  absent  from  the  State 
for  some  lirae,  has  confided  the  care  of  his  afTairs  to  Francis 
Eppes,  Es().,  of  Chesterfield,  and  Co].  Nicholas  Lewis,  of  Alber- 
maiie,  to  whom,  therefore,  he  begs  leave  to  refer  ail  persons 
having  business  with  hira. 

TnoMAS  jF.rncitsoN. 

'  From  Hayc't  Virginia  ««/* .  S«iurday,  U«.  »8,  178a.     Sw  viKft>*MKr«. 
Mr.  I.  72- 


NOTES   ON  VIRGINIA. 


Tbe  wide  Rputaliim  aod  hiftfi  value  lli^t  tiAvc  been  kccoHmI  to  Ihc  .*f»ttt  km 
Virpnia  lot  orer  nne  bundred  jnean  mkkc  %nj  Aiiempl  to  pntiie  il  *i  this  dAy 
little  1««  than  a  wo*li  o(  supereraeatton.  Its  fnqBcni  republication  ia  alone 
tnu'tnoajr  fafTiciroi  to  prove  lis  Btiiisuftl  metit.  Atide  from  its  inlrinsiG  vslne, 
Il  b  oC  tatentt,  as  Jeffenon's  moti  kHou*  piece  u(  bvok-maliiaK,  and  the  one 
on  which  the  luger  part  of  hb  philgtoptucal  repatation  was  1»«d  dnritiB  bis 
lifetime.  It  was,  also  at  ibe  time  of  its  productioa.  a  notable  conlribqlim  to 
American  tdentific  writing,  and  has  been,  perhaps,  tbe  mcMlrcquenlly  reprinted 
book  ever  wniten  in  the  United  States  south  of  Maaon  and  LHson's  line. 

In  I78t  the  French  mimslt^  directed  Ibcit  Atnehcan  a{;eni  to  leather  certain 
information  conceroiog  ibc  »cv«(al  State*  then  funiun|{  the  American  uaioo, 
for  the  ace  of  ihe  hiimr  goremmcnl,  The  seaetary  nf  the  French  legation, 
Harbois,  in  purwance  of  this  ituiniclion,  drew  up  B  tene«  of  questions  which 
were  Knt  to  leadiii{  men  in  the  diSereni  Staieti.  who  were  prcsamed  to  bo  bM 
oompeleiil  to  supply  the  needed  auwert.  Theae  questiotti  prodaocd  fnoi 
KTcral  of  Ihe  Elates  replica  more  or  lest  adequate,  a  number  of  whidi  have 
been  linoc  printed.  On  the  recommendalion  of  Joseph  Jonca.  llien  a  member 
of  Ihe  continental  congress,  a  set  of  queries  was  kdI  to  Jellenon.  then  Mill 
foveraor  of  Virginia,  who  wrote  to  M.  Darbc  dc  Marbota,  the  teovtary  of  the 
Icfition: 

RlciutUND  Mar.  41)1,  1781. 

"  Sli, — I  have  been  honoured  with  your  letter  of  Feb.  ;.  Mr.  /oacs  did 
pat  into  my  bands  a  paper  containing  sundry  iaqairiet  itito  the  present  state  of 
Virginia  which  h«  informed  me  was  froni  yourself,  soBie  of  which  I  meani  to 
do  myself  tise  hooont  of  answering.  Hitl>crto  ji  has  been  in  my  power  to  col- 
lect a  few  materials  only,  which  my  present  occupations  diaablc  me  from  eom- 
plcliog.  I  mean  buwcvei  shortly  to  be  in  *  condition  which  vrill  leave  me 
(jtiite  at  leimre  to  take  them  up,  when  il  sltall  be  one  of  my  first  undettaVings 
to  give  you  as  Inll  Infvnnaliun  as  1  shall  be  aUe  to  do  on  such  o(  tbe  subjects 
as  are  *itbin  tl>e  sphere  of  my  ac(]uain lance.  On  some  of  ihent  however  I 
trust  Mr  Junes  will  engage  abler  hondii.  Those  In  particular  which  relate  to 
llw  ooaimtroe  of  tbe  uate — a  subject  with  which  I  am  loully  unacquaiatcd.  and 
«rUcb  Is  pmbabljr  the  aosl  importani  in  your  plan." 

6B 
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In  Ibe  tei&urc  thttt  eniaed  after  his  redgnation  of  office,  and  a  physical  injuiy 
received  frixn  a  fall  from  his  hone,  heunderiaokthnworV.  InXrad  of  treating 
Ihc  i|ualioiu  in  the  ■npcrfictal  wajr  that  inosl  of  ihc  other  rcspondcutt  deemed 
»uffideiit.  be  (iTcpand  an  elaborate  and  canful  repljr.  \Q\a\  Ailobi^grafhy 
(i,  Bs),  he  ttates  ; 

"  I  had  alwnf)  made  it  a  pr»cdce  whenerer  an  opportnoiif  oocnmd  of 
obtaininc  anj  information  of  our  eaanlry,  which  might  be  of  u*e  to  me  in  any 
station  puUic  or  private,  to  commit  it  to  writing.  These  inctnornnda  were  on 
(ooM  papers,  buDdled  tip  without  order,  and  difficult  of  recuncncc  when  I  had 
oocaMon  (or  a  particular  one.  1  thought  ihU  a  good  nccanon  lo  embodjt  their 
aobaance,  which  I  did  in  ibc  order  of  Mr.  Harbois'  qaerin,  to  as  lo  answer  bit 
wfcdi  and  to  arrange  them  for  ny  own  use," 

JeHerion  ictvnrd  a  copy  of  ibe^e  N«tft^  and  xabtnittcd  iheia  to  several 
friend*  for  correction  and  tuggesilon.  In  (h«  following  winter  (1783-3)  he 
"  aoinewhat  corrected  and  enlarged  "  them.  He  wa*  asked  for  cojilc*  by  his 
friends,  lad  teeau  to  bav«  yielded  in  wme  coses,  for  be  wrote  Chactelltu : 

AHrnttLL,  Nov.  s6, 1782. 

*  *  *  "  This  will  give  me  full  leisure  to  communicalc  to  yon  my  answers 
to  the  qncric*  of  Monu  de  Marl>ois."     •    •     • 

As  ibcse  demaadA  nnltjptied.  however,  they  grew  beyond  his  power  to 
gratify,  ami  be  decided  to  print  an  edition  for  prirate  dixirihution.  When  he 
went  to  attend  Ibc  conliBcntal  congress  in  the  wtnlcr  of  1785-4,  be  made 
tnqniiia  preparatory  to  this,  bat  failed  to  carry  out  bb  pnrpoMr.  (or  rcaiooi 
recorded  in  a  letter  to  Charles  Tbomaoa  : 

Pkilapkl.  Hay  at,  1784. 

*  *  *  "  My  matter  in  the  printing  way  b  dropped.  Aitken  had  fonneriy 
told  me  that  he  vroHid  print  it  for  jH^  a  Khect.  He  now  asks  jf  5  lox.  wbtdi 
raJM»  the  price  from  £,t^  10  £tb  ;  bat  what  was  a  more  elTcciual  and  insupara- 
ble  bar  was  that  he  could  not  complete  it  under  three  weeks,  a  time  I  coald  not 
wail  for  it.  Dnnlap  happened  to  be  out  of  town,  so  I  rclinqoished  the  plan. 
Perhaps  I  msy  hare  a  few  copies  stmck  ofi  in  Paris  if  there  tie  an  English 
Printer,  tf  I  do  you  shall  assuredly  have  odc.  I  thalt  take  the  liberty  of 
■ddiDg  sonc  of  year  note* — those  which  were  mcndaiory  mexcly  will  have  ihejr 
ctfaclOB  Uw  body  of  the  work." 

Jcflenon  carried  Ihc  MS  therefore  with  him  lo  France  when  Iw  was  seat  aa 
oonmiMianer.  Its  condition  at  that  tinw  is  described  in  a  letter  to  Hogendorp, 
wrltlen  tome  moDihs  after  : 

pAkl»,  Oct.  13  1785. 

*****  The  condition  in  which  yon  fini  saw  them  [the  N*ttt\  would  prove 
lo  yoa  bow  battily  ibey  bad  been  urigioalty  wrilieu  ;  ••  yoa  oiay  rcinenber  the 


nvRtcroiM  inseilioiH  I  h»A  nude  in  then  from  time  to  time,  whta  I  could  find 
a  momcat  (or  turniiiE  to  fhcm  (ron  othtr  ocaip«ni>n>." 

JcScnoo  reached  Pftrii  August  6,  1784,  and  tccras  to  have  at  once  placed  the 
MS  of  hii  A'iMIrr  in  the  haadt  ol  a  prinler,  for  he  rccoids  on  Scpl.  t3,  in  hw 
note  book : 

"  Pd.  M.  Im  Marchc  in  part  for  shc«ts  1176  f." 
and  under  Oct,  t ;  enters  in  the  same  : 

"  Pd.  M.  La  Marchc  balance  fur  thecls  69  f." 

This  edition  of  tlu  JVtUi  wu  aBonjrmcma.  Two  hundred  copies  were  printed. 
JcfferMn  wrote  to  Caimichael.  of  this  edition  : 

PakIS  Dec  26,  17S6 

•  •  •  "  My  Note*  on  Virginia  having  been  bast ily  written,  need  abun- 
dance of  correctiont.  Two  or  Ihrec  of  Ibeae  are  xo  mBtcrinI  that  I  am  reprint* 
ii^  a  fe«r  leaves  to  sabriilutc  for  the  old.  As  soon  as  these  shall  tw  read/,  1 
will  beg  your  acceptance  of  a  copy.  I  shall  be  proud  to  be  pcnnilted  to  send 
a  copy  oho  to  the  Count  dc  CampoaHnea,  ••  a  tribute  to  Us  science  &  his 
virtDCs." 

As  bete  indicated,  the  author  dtstributed  a  few  copies,  as  presenit  to  friends, 
each  one  bearing  a  presentation  note  in  Jeffctsoo's  writing,  requctliag  thai  it 
shoald  be  considered  an  a  private  coramnnication.  Two  of  ibMt  taKiiptiDQs, 
ut  here  reproduced  as  types,  in  facsimile.     Another  was  as  follows : 

"Th.  Jefferson  begs  the  Martinis  dc  LaFayettc'a  accepuncc  of  a  copy  of 
these  Notes,  'lite  circumstances  under  which  they  were  wrliteo,  and  the  talents 
ol  the  writer,  will  acconnt  foe  Ibctt  errors  and  defects.  The  original  was  sent 
IQ  Mr  de  Maibois  in  Dccembci  t;Si. 

The  dctirc  of  a  friend  to  possess  some  of  the  details  lliey  contained  occa- 
sioned him  to  revise  them  In  the  nibic<tiient  vdnter.  The  vices  however  of  ibeir 
original  composition  were  nch  as  to  forbid  material  amendmeni.  He  now  has 
a  few  copies  printed  with  s  design  of  offering  then  lo  sone  of  hU  friends,  and 
to  some  estimabk  character  beyond  that  line.  A  copy  b  presented  to  ibe 
Marquis  dc  l.aKajette  whose  services  to  the  Ameriau)  Union  (n  general,  and 
to  that  member  of  it  particularly  which  is  the  snbjcct  of  these  Notes  and  ja  that 
preci«e  point  of  time  too  to  which  they  relate,  entitle  him  to  this  oflerii^. 

To  these  considerations  ibe  writer  hopes  he  nay  be  pertnittcd  to  add  hts 
own  parionil  friendship  and  cuccm  for  Ibe  Uarqaia.  Unwilling  to  cipose 
ihcK  shocu  to  ibt  public  eye  the  writer  begs  the  favor  ot  the  Marquis  to  pat 
them  into  the  hnndt  of  no  person  on  whose  care  and  tdebty  he  cannot  rely  to 
(lard  them  a);unsl  pu  Mi  cat  ion." 

JeRcrsoo's  reasons  for  not  publishing  the  work,  and  for  taking  such  pains  to 
guard  it  from  being  printed,  arc  given  in  a  letter  to  Chastellu  : 

Paris  June  7.  1785. 

"  ItHAa  Sia,— I  have  been  honoured  with  the  receipt  ol  yonr  letter  of  the  sd 
tasuai,  and  an  to  thank  you,  as  1  do  sincerely  f<n  the  |>arlia]ity  m  iih  which  yon 


reccivt  the  cofiy  o(  the  Notes  od  my  country.  M I  eui  answer  for  the  laxrtt  therdit 
reported  OD  my  own  ohscrvalion  itnd  have  Mtmitied  none  on  the  r«|>ort  of  others 
wkich  trcn  nol  suppotlcd  by  evidence  liufBcicol  to  command  niy  own  aiscnt,  I 
am  oot  aftaicl  that  you  Utould  make  any  eittnvis  you  plea>c  for  the  Journal  de 
PhyiiqDe  which  come  wtthto  their  plan  of  publicaiion.  The  itriclureii  on 
tlavery  and  on  the  con&titutk)D  of  Virgioia  are  not  of  that  kind,  and  they  are 
the  pans  which  I  do  not  wish  to  have  made  public,  at  least  till  I  know  whether 
ihclr  publication  woaM  do  most  harm  or  good.  It  is  poMible  thai  In  my  own 
ooantry  thetc  siriaorcs  might  produce  an  irritation  which  would  inilixpoite  the 
people  towards  the  two  {jjeat  objects  I  have  in  view,  that  h  the  emancipation 
nf  their  ilares  &■  the  trttlcmeBt  of  their  con»titution  on  a  linner  &  more  pcr- 
maaent  ha«i».  If  I  Icam  from  thence,  that  they  will  nol  produce  that  eflecl,  I 
have  printed  &  reserved  juti  copiet  enooKh  to  be  able  to  give  one  to  every  young 
man  at  the  Colle^.  It  is  to  them  1  look,  to  the  rising  generation,  and  not  to 
the  one  now  in  power,  for  these  (teat  rcformationfi.  The  other  copy  deliovred 
at  your  hocel  wa«  for  Mont  de  Buffon.  1  meani  to  aalc  the  favour  of  you  Lo 
have  it  lent  to  him.  as  I  was  ignorant  how  to  do  it.  1  have  one  abo  for  Mons 
Daubcnton :  but  being  utterly  unknown  to  him  I  cannot  take  the  liberty  ol 
pccsenling  it  till  I  can  do  it  llirough  aumc  cummun  ac(|uaintaace." 

He  also  wrote  to  Charles  Thonikon  : 

Paris  ]un«  3i,  1785. 

*  *  *  "  In  literature  nothing  new :  For  I  do  not  contider  a)>  liaviitg  added 
myiking  10  that  field  by  my  own  Notes  of  whkh  I  have  had  a  few  copies  printed. 
1  will  seod  you  a  copy  by  the  hrst  ufe  conveyance.  Having  troubled  Mr.  Otto 
with  one  for  Colo  Monroe.  I  conld  not  charge  him  with  one  for  you.  I^y  ask 
the  favor  of  Colo  Monroe  in  page  5,  Ititc  17,  to  strike  out  Ihe  word*  '  above 
the  noulli  of  the  Appamaltox,'  which  makes  nooMnie  of  the  paiuiagc,  and  I 
forgot  la  correct  it  bc(<irc  I  had  enclosed  St  sent  o0  the  c<^iy  to  him.  1  am  do* 
Btrcvtofpievenling  the  reprinting  this,  should  any  book  merchant  think  it 
worth  it.  (ill  I  hear  from  my  friends  whetlier  the  terns  In  wliich  I  bate  spoken 
of  slavery  and  of  the  comtitution  of  otir  Stale  will  not,  by  producing  an  iniia. 
tion,  retard  that  rcformalion  which  1  wish  instead  of  promtiting  it." 

lie  (utlhct  wrote  10  >'raoct!>  Hopkinsoo  : 

Pa«i»  JVLT  6.  ij86 

*  *  *  "  Having  slipped  the  opportunity  of  sending  copies  of  my  Notes  for 
yoonelf,  &  Mr.  Riltenhouse  when  Dr.  Franklin's  baggage  went,  I  am  doubtfol 
whether  be  can  take  them  with  him.  If  he  can  you  shall  receive  ihcm  by  bim. 
if  not,  then  by  the  first  good  opportunity.  I  am  obliged  to  pray  that  they  may 
nol  be  permitted  lo  get  into  the  hands  of  the  public  till  I  know  whether  ti.ey 
will  promote  or  retard  certain  icformalious  In  my  own  country.  I  bavC  writiea 
lo  Mr.  Madikon  to  inform  me  on  that  head." 

As  soon  as  this  poblication  was  known,  Jeflerson  was  besieged  for  copies  of 
the  bode.  A  type  of  tbex:  requests  ia  sbown  in  a  tetter  of  his  old  law  teacher, 
George  Wythe,  who  «-FOte  him  : 
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Ju  to,  1786 
"  Bcrore  i  opened  tbc  pacqnK,  efaMtri^  il  to  ooeuia  books,  i  lioped  to  sec 
the  copy  qt  on«.  with  a  cunory  rcadiBg  of  wliicti  1  lud  iben  Uul^  bcea  de> 
tigbted.  Voa  wi]l  know  ihr  book  i  Bkeaa  when  i  IcD  yon  ihftt  be  iriio  indulged 
BM  with  Ibe  reading  of  it  infonnet]  me,  thai  the  antborbad  bo4  yvt  molved  to 
pablMbit.- 

la  (pite  of  ibue  solidutions.  JeSenott  was  chary  erf  i^vtag  <">!  copias  till  be 
sboald  have  ibc  opioion*  of  fais  Virsioia  friends  coacennag  the  pan*  like))'  10 
caiuc  tmuiion.     Madiaoo  wrote  hiia  : 

RinmoKD  Nov.  tsth,  itSj. 

*  *  *  "  On  ny  rctoni  to  Oranse,  I  fonnd  the  copy  of  your  note*  broiight 
alone  •  •  •  by  Mr.  Dorodoar.  I  have  looked  diem  urer  canfnDy  raytelt,  and 
consnltcd  tmra)  indkioni  friends  in  conAdcttcv.  We  an  all  teiuible  thai  ibe 
freedom  of  yoor  Mriciures  on  locnc  particalBj'  measum  and  ofMniou  will  dit- 
ptea«  their  reqiective  abcnon.  Bat  we  eqnally  concur  in  Ibioldng  that  this 
coiuideratioo  ought  not  to  he  wei|;hed  ajpinat  the  utility  of  yoiii  plan.  W« 
think  both  the  fact*  and  remark*  which  you  have  aMcmbled  loo  valuable  not 
to  be  made  known,  at  leaal  la  ihinv  for  whom  yoo  destine  them,  and  (peak  of 
them  to  one  anoiber  in  terms  which  I  nasi  oo(  repeal  lo  you.  Mr.  Wytbe  aog* 
gnled  that  it  mii^ht  be  tretler  (o  pat  tbe  number  you  may  all>X  lo  the  Univer- 
uiy  into  the  liWary,  lathcrihan  tvdisiribule  them  among  tbcKtndenU.  In  tiM 
latier  case,  itic  Uuck  will  be  immediately  exhausted.  In  the  former,  the  dia- 
cntionof  tha  profeaaon  will  make  it  lervc  the  itudenu  as  they  successively 
cono  ia.  Pethapc  too,  an  indiftchmiiute  gilt  might  ollend  Mme  narrow* 
minded  parcnta." 

On  the  sircnclh  of  this  opininn.  Jeflenon  began  a  more  general  distribntioo. 
He  replied  in  Midivio  : 

Vku\  Feb.  8.  1786. 

•  •  •  "  I  tliank  you  for  your  inforroatiuo  ax  to  my  Notc».  The  capiet  1  have 
remaining  ihall  be  sent  over  lo  he  given  to  wnnc  of  my  friendi  and  to  celeet 
sulijecta  in  tbe  college.  I  have  been  nnfortunate  here  with  this  trifle.  I  gave 
oat  a  few  copies  only,  &  lo  confidential  pervwu  writing  in  every  copy  a  restraint 
■gaioil  it's  pnhlicatlon.  Anvnng  others  1  gave  a  copy  lo  a  Mr.  Williamo*.  he 
died.  I  immediately  look  every  precaution  I  could  lo  ircovei  Ihiscopy.  Dnt 
by  son*  means  or  other,  a  book  leller  got  bold  ol  it.  He  employed  a  hireling 
translalor  and  was  about  publinhing  il  in  the  most  injarioss  form  pamhle.  An 
Alib^  Moicllet  a  man  ol  letters  hcr«  lo  whom  I  had  given  a  copy,  got  notice  of 
thi*.  1  Ic  had  translated  some  paa»ages  for  a  particnUr  purpoic :  and  be  con- 
pouDdod  with  the  book  seller  to  traitalate  K  give  him  the  whole,  o«  his  declin. 
ing  the  fuH  publication.  I  found  it  nn-essary  to  conlinn  thU.  and  It  will  be 
published  in  French,  still  maiillsled  howerer  In  It't  froest  parts.  1  am  now  si 
a  liNH  what  to  do  as  to  England.  Everything  good  or  bad,  is  thought  worth 
pttblUhing  there  and  1  apprehend  a  transtaiioo  bock  from  the  French,  and  s 
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pnblicaiion  there.     I  nther  bcliere  it  will  be  iDost  eligible  to  let  the  original 
cone  out  la  tbat  country :  bat  am  not  jrct  decided." 

To  Hoplcinon  he  wrote  : 

Paris.  Sepisj,  1785 

*  *  *  "  I  bare  Mmetines  thooKhl  of  sending  a  copy  u(  my  Notes  to  the 
PbOoMphical  Society,  as  a  tribute  due  to  ihrm  1  but  this  would  seem  as  U  I 
canmlRed  then  as  worth  fomcthine,  which  I  am  confcioos  they  are  not.  I 
viU  not  aak  yon  for  your  advice  on  this  occuion,  became  it  u  one  of  those  on 
vhlch  DO  man  is  anthoriied  to  aak  a  »ioeere  opinion.  I  aliall  therefore  rcre»  it 
10  tunber  ihoughLi." 

He  alio  wrote  to  Wyihe  : 

Paus,  Augud  13,  1)66. 

*****  I  availed  mytelf  of  the  Ant  opportunity  which  occorred,  by  a  gentle* 
man  going  to  England,  of  tending  to  Mr.  Joddrel  a  copy  of  the  Notes  on  our 
country,  with  a  line  informing  him  that  it  was  you  who  had  emboldened  nc  to 
take  that  liberty.  Madi«oo,  no  doubt,  informed  you  of  the  reason  why  I  had 
sent  only  a  nngic  copy  to  Virginia.  Bnng  assuiod  by  him  that  they  will  not 
do  the  harm  I  Had  apprehended,  but  on  the  contrary  may  do  twne  good.  1  prt^ 
pofc  to  tend  thither  the  copiet  remaining  on  hand,  which  were  fewer  than  I 
had  intended.  Ituc  of  the  numerous  correction!  they  need,  (here  are  one  or  two 
00  cueulial  thai  I  mod  have  Ihem  made,  by  printing  a  few  new  leaves,  &  snb- 
•titsting  them  for  the  old.  Tbit  will  be  dune  while  ihcy  are  eogravtog  a  map 
whicb  1  have  contmcied  of  the  country  from  Albemarle  sound  to  Lalte  Erie. 
A  whidli  will  be  liuvrted.  in  tbe  book.  A  bad  French  transiation  which  ia 
gelUng  out  berc,  will  prob«bly  oblige  me  to  poblLsh  the  original  more  freely 
whirh  il  neither  deserved  itor  wu  ever  intended.  Vour  wishca  which  are  law 
to  me,  will  JiiUtly  my  destining  a  copy  for  you,  olhcrwiie  I  should  Ok  mod 
have  Ibougbl  of  «nding  you  a  hont-booh  ;  for  there  it  no  truth  there  that 
i>  not  familiar  to  yon.  and  its  errors  I  shook!  hardly  have  propooed  to  treat 
yon  with." 

The  threatened  tranalaiion  touched  upon  in  the  above  letten  to  Madison  and 
Wyihe  was  treated  more  at  large  in  a  letter  to  C.  W.  F.  Uamaa : 

Paris,  Febroaiy  2,  1786 

•  •  •  "I  thank  yon  for  what  you  say  of  ihc  notes  on  Virginia.  It  is  much 
moce  than  they  deserve.  Though  lite  various  matters  they  loach  on  would 
have  been  beyond  the  infnrmaiion  nl  any  one  penwn  whatever  to  have  treated 
folly  and  inftniieiy  beyond  mine,  yet  had  t  nl  the  lime  of  writing  them,  had 
mytking  more  in  view  than  the  satisfying  a  single  individual,  Ihcy  sbould  have 
been  more  attended  to  both  in  forai  and  matter.  Poor  as  they  arc,  they  hav« 
been  iboaglit  worthy  of  a  curreplilioos  translation  here,  with  the  appearance  of 
wliicb  rrry  soon  I  have  been  threatened.  This  has  induced  me  to  yield  to  a 
friendly  proposition  from  the  AbW  Morellci.  to  translate  and  publisti  ihcn 


hfniKlf,  whtnliting  rhc  sheets  previowly  to  my  inspcciion.  As  a  tnniluion  hj 
to  ahh;  a  hand  will  Icmco  the  fkults  of  the  original,  inalead  of  theii  being 
inultiplictl  b]r  a  biTcUng  traakUttw,  I  khoU  add  to  it  a  nup  mad  tticb  other 
advantages  as  may  prevent  (he  mortification  o(  my  necing  it  apjiear  in  the 
iojarioDs  rorio  threatened.  I  shall  with  sreai  pleasure  send  a  copjr  of  the 
original  to  yon  by  the  fiiit  o  p  porta  ill  ty.  praying  your  acceptann  of  it." 

To  Dr.  Kdward  Bancnrfl  be  alto  wroM : 

Fakis  Feb  a6.  1786. 

•  •  •  "  By  the  deatli  of  Mr.  WUliamos  a  copy  ut  my  Note*  on  Virginia  got 
into  the  hands  of  a  bookseller,  who  was  aboat  publishing  a  very  abominable 
tran&latioD  of  them  when  the  Abb^  Morellct  beard  of  it,  &  diverted  him  from 
■t  by  undertaking  to  translate  it  for  htm.  They  will  thus  appcur  id  French  in 
Spite  of  tny  precjulioos.  The  Abbe  engaged  me  to  make  a  map,  whidi  I  wish 
to  have  engraved  in  London.  It  is  on  a  single  sheet  23  inches  H[uare.  and  very 
cloady  wriiten.  It  cooiprehcadt  from  Albemarle  sound  to  L.  Eric,  and  fron 
PhOadelphia  lothe  mouth  of  the  great  Kanhaway,  containing  Vii^niaftPcon- 
lylvula.  a  great  pan  of  Maryland  &  a  part  of  North  Carolina.  Ills  taken 
from  Mitchell,  llati^hins,  fit  Fry,  &  JclTorson.  1  wish  the  favor  of  you  to  make 
Iwo  propMitJonh  for  me  &  to  inform  mc  of  the  mull.  I.  To  Vnow  f rom  one  of 
the  best  cngravRs  how  roa(;h  he  will  ask  for  the  plate  Sc  engraving,  and  in  how 
short  a  lime  after  he  receives  the  original  can  he  furnish  the  plate  done  in  the 
beM  manner,  for  the  lime  is  material  as  the  work  u  in  ibe  press.  2.  To  Icbow 
of  Faden  or  any  other  map  merchant  for  bow  much  he  will  undertake  to 
fnmi&h  me  1800  copies,  on  my  sending  the  map  to  him,  St  in  what  time  can  he 
(umt&h  them.  On  thi.i  alterruiire  I  am  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  engraver 
or  any  person  but  the  iinderlakrr.  I  am  of  opinion  he  may  furnish  them  to  me 
for  nothing  ;  and  fully  indemnify  himself  by  the  sale  of  the  maps.  Tho'  it  is 
on  a  scale  of  only  an  inch  to  30  miles  it  b  aa  particular  as  the  four  sheet  mapa 
from  which  it  is  taken,  and  1  answer  for  the  exactoeu  of  the  reduction.  1  have 
supplied  some  new  places.  Tho'  the  first  object  which  induced  me  to  undertake 
it  was  to  make  a  map  for  my  bo«A.  I  loon  extended  ray  view  to  the  making  as 
good  a  map  of  those  countria  as  ny  materials  would  admit ;  and  I  have  no 
doubt  but  that  in  Die  sUtes  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland  it  Virginia  600  copies 
can  be  sold  for  a  dollar  apiece.  I  sliall  fiiiiih  it  in  about  a  fortnight,  eicept 
the  divisions  in  the  counties  of  Virginia,  which  I  cannot  do  at  all  till  I  can  gel 
Henry's  map  of  Virginia.  This  f  must  trouble  you  to  procure  for  me  4c  wnd 
faumediolely  by  the  Diligence,  and  also  give  me  information  on  the  premises  as 
•000  as  puaabte.  Vou  will  perceive  that  time  will  press.  I  hope  the  cirmm- 
•tsnoes  of  thb  aJIair  will  plead  my  pardon  for  the  tronble  1  am  giving  yoo, 
The  expcnto  of  procuring  &  wndlng  the  nap  shall  be  replaced,  and  an  Inlinl- 
tade  cd  thanks  attend  you  Sir  your  most  obedt  humble  scrvt. 

P.  S.  1  do  tkot  prupoae  that  my  name  shall  appear  on  the  map,  because  il 
will  belong  to  It's  original  authors,  &  because  [  do  not  wish  to  place  myself  at 
dw  bar  of  the  public." 
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Horellet*£  preface  to  this  nlitioo  (Utc«: 

"  AVBRTISSEMCHT. 

L'Onvnge  qn'on  donne  ici  su  Public  a  cl^  imprim^  en  17S3,  toiu  le  litre  de 
A'mSmmi  yirgim^,  &  n'cM  co  «HeI  qo'un  rvcueil  <J«  Nolrs,  ou  ObecTv*lio»« 
d^tachrev  servant  de  riponie  bux  Questioii>  6'aa  ami  de  I'Auteai,  Etuop^n 
i|ai  cbcrcbail  k  coonoitn  cette  putte  dci  £lat>-Unii ;  mais  on  bc  craiiil  pM 
d*uuH»CCT  qae  una  ui litre  u  modcsic;  Ic  LectcurironTcnctcsGOtiDfli&saDcei 
approfoodlcs  ft  do  iAie%  itendna. 

L'OutTogc  R'ajranI  d'autre  pbn  qne cdui  qua  donn^  I'ofdic  do  Queriions, 
qui  n'c»t  pat  loujoun  Ic  plu&  nalurcl  qu'oa  p4t  luivre,  Ic  Tradudcut  a  pri»  la 
liberty,  avec  I'agremenl  de  rAnteur,  de  tiamponer  qneltjnes  morceatix.  Voict 
In  priacipoles  de  <xs  UwKpoatigns,  qui  mdi  en  petit  nomtn. 

t*.  On  a  fait  de  laaeptiene  Section,  de  I'onginal,  qui  traiie  du  Climat,  la 
deoxietne  de  la  timdnction. 

a'.  La  ncuvicmc  A  la  dixicmc  Section  de  ronginal,  qni  tiaitenl  do  foices 
■ulitairet  de  terre  &  de  mer,  oot  Hi  rcnroy^s  a  la  fin  de  TOavrage,  i  la  inite 
da  puagntpbc  oti  Van  Iraitc  du  Kevcau  public  &  dc  la  Dcpcntc  nationalc. 

3*.  On  a  npporte  au  paniKiaphe  0(1  rAaieui  avoit  Iisit^  de*  Eiclavo  notn, 
rE:qKi*itlaft  du  projet  plcin  d'humaait^  qu'il  propoM  pour  Icur  ailm>clii>t«- 
ncBt  ft  qui  Jtoit  plac^  au  paragrapbc  intituM :  Prtjtt  dt  Hhntiom  de  tutre 

Lesaattei  cl^angerornt  sont  irof)  pea  considerables  poor  qa'il  loit  n^cesuire 
d'ea  faire  ici  roeotioa.  Ou  doit  dire  wulcmeni  qu'il  n'j  a  ticn  d'ooua  de 
rorigioal. 

L'Anlrur  a^ani  fait  une  addition  A  qoelqua  idee*  qu'tl  expose  ntr  la  Tbeori* 
dc  la  terre,  daju  let  pages  7a,  73,  &c.  &  cetic  addition  ciani  porvenue  Itop 
tafd  an  Ttadactenr,  on  I'a  placce  i  la  fm  de  VOuvn^.  tt  le  I.ecieur  est  pri^ 
d'jf  recourir. 

Lea  obocrrations  de  M.  Charles  Tbomsoo,  Secretaire  de  Congr^  qui  se 
Inmvent  i  la  fin  de  I'driginal  anglais,  um.\  le  litre  d'Appendti,  dcputf  U  page 
367,  juMju'i  eiani  toutcs  relatirea  i  cclle»  de  M.  J.  dont  clles  Koni  coramun^- 
■Miit  dcf  dc'vcluppemcnt  ou  des  prcuvn,  nout  avon«  ciu  devoir  lei  placer  dans 
k  corps  meme  tie  rOurroge,  aux  endmit*  aunqneU  ellex  appailiennenl.  Nous 
Inivou  dtitiaeuccs,  en  In  cnfermaDi  cntrc  Ic&  deux  naiques.      Q 

Nooa  arons  anul  fait  entrer  dans  le  texte  !c»  notes  <ie  rAuiecr  lui-tn^me,  parce 
qa'ellcs  nou  oat  pam  y  tcnir  astez  pour  pouvoir  former  avec  I'Uuvrage  un  dis- 
coun  Miin;  cc  que  devroient  loajour*  circ  dea  notes,  u  en  suivaatcctlc regale, 
on  a'ctuil  pa*  diipcnsC  d'cn  fiure. 

1^  tradaciiu)  frantoiie  »e  tnmTe  enrichie  d'nac  carte,  redig^  par  rAatenr 
loi-tntsn  af cc  rcxactiiadc  qu'il  (ait  mettre  i  loai  ce  qu'il  fait.  Oa  ok  dire 
que  cette  caMe.Iaplucorrccle  &Ia  plus  ricbedeluuiescellet  qo'onaeacsdela 
Vlrginie  jnsqu'i  ptetcnl,  donne  seule  un  grand  prix  1  Tourragc  que  dous 
prAwMoru  au  Public. 

On  D*a  puiol  rMuil  dani  cbaqiie  eadroit  lc»  meuirci  anglo«*e>  aua  n6tjes. 
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Ou  din  sfulemcnt  que  le  pied  »ng1oK  Hoet)  nl  d'environ  1 1  pouccc  4  ligncs  & 
dctnle  du  pied  fiuifois.  L*  wrge  (yurd)  csl  d«  trob  pieds  uiglait,  &  rcpoiul 
jMiT  ooiuc<i«eiil  a  enriron  34  ponces  1  ligDC  if  dcmic  L'cstiiauion  n't  p«s 
be*oin  id  d'unc  plus  gnnde  pRdsion. 

Dans  Ift  traduction  Aa  nonti  propm  des  lieos,  dcs  rilks,  dei  iM«ns.  Sec 
dont  la  pluparl  >ont  Ac  U  Ungue  do  nalurel*  da  paj^,  on  a  snivi  la  manicre 
doal  lc>  Angloit  let  ccrivcnt,  satu  cgard  aux  alteration*  que  lc»  Ceograpbc* 
A  1e«  Autcun  fnuifoU  leor  fool  wnivent  inbir.  On  a  cni  cjue  Ics  pouestratk  dc 
cc«  coBtreea  avoieni  xcnls  1«  droit  d'm  flier  la  nnnenclalnrE. 

Quant  aox  noms  propres  anclois.  on  s'est  Inen  j^rd^  de  lef  tnppriai«r  m 
ks  (ndnisani,  ptrcc  qu'lU  de<rienR«nt  wavent  necoDDoiuablcs  daiu  la  tra- 
duction oa  lea  a  contcrv^,  ca  mcttaot  4  c6t^  &  en  parenthj^sc  la  traduction 
franfoiic.  Aiiui  on  a  dit.  la  chains  dc»  tnonta^na  appcUeei  l^irel-Jtiilgr 
(montagnea  da  Laarier),  &  oon  pas,  la  chatae  de  mimtignc*,  appclln  m^-titgnej 
At  Lamntr." 

Tbis  pulilication  in  French,  made  Ibe  iasne  oC  an  EngUifa  edition  almoft 
inevitable.     Madimn  told  Je(Ter»in  : 

OitAXCt,  Majr  laih,  17S6. 

*  *  *  "  YooT  notet  having  got  into  prim  in  Fraacv,  will  inevilably  be  trans- 
lated back  and  pablishcd  ia  that  rona.  not  only  la  England  but  Jo  Anerici, 
unkas  700  gtre  out  the  or^nal.  1  tbtnk,  therefore,  that  jroii  owe  It  not  onlf 
to  jvuneir,  but  to  the  place  jrou  occupy,  and  the  subject!  you  hare  handled,  to 
take  thU  piecaulion.  To  lay  notbing  of  the  injary  which  will  certainly  result 
la  ibe  diction  from  a  Irannlation  firti  inia  French  and  then  back  into  Eoglith, 
the  ideas  Ifacinaelves  may  po«sibly  b«  lo  pcncncd  aa  10  loie  then  propriety." 

To  protect  hitn»clf  against  ihix  poaiibility,  Jeffenon  entered  tolo  negnliationt 
(or  an  edition  in  Englifh.  He  wrote  lo  John  Stodtdale,  the  grcnl  English 
pobliaher : 

Paris,  Feb.  1,  1787. 

"SiK, — You  have  two  or  three  linmpropoced  lo  nw  the  printing  my  Nuieson 
Virginia.  I  never  did  intend  to  have  made  them  public,  became  ihcy  arc  tittle 
intereuing  to  Ibe  real  of  the  world,  but  as  a  Iranslalion  of  then  \\  coaitng  out, 
t  have  concluded  to  let  the  or^nal  appear  aUo.  I  have  therefore  corrected  a 
copy  ft  made  sooie  additiona.  I  have  moreover  had  a  map  ent^vcd  which  i* 
worth  moR  than  the  Ixrok.  If  you  chuse  lo  print  the  work  I  will  send  you  ihe 
comcted  copy,  and  when  it  shall  be  neaily  printed  I  will  send  (be  plaie  of  the 
■tap.  I  would  not  chute  that  it  should  be  put  under  a  patent,  nor  that  ibeie 
aboald  be  a  tittle  altered,  added,  nor  omin«d.  It  would  be  ncoeaaary  10  have  a 
amatl  half  ahcct  map  engraved  of  ths  cooalry  of  Virginia  m  when  fir«t  diacov' 
er«d.  This  map  is  only  10  be  found  in  Smitb't  history  of  Virginia,  a  thin  folio, 
now  very  rare.  I  wa»  not  able  to  find  that  work  here,  but  tardy  it  can  be  found 
ia  l^ondon. 

An  caact  copy  of  the  map  la  all  that  would  be  wanUojc,  I  leave  ibis  placB 
■bout  the  nth  or  isih.     Be  >o  good  as  lo  let  me  know  whether  yov  dutte  lo 
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pr^l  (he  wcslc  nnder  the  condition*  before  nuned.  If  1  receive  your  aiuwcr 
in  tbe  affimutirc  before  I  set  aui,  I  will  tend  you  immcdistiiljr  (be  copy.  It  It 
an  ocUvo  of  390  paces.     The  Ami'rickn  Atlas  is  come  ufe  to  band. 

P.  S.  It  u  not  necesary  lu  observe  that  as  I  liave  been  to  ibc  n|>cn«:  of  «!• 
craving  a  kr^e  (nap,  I  shoald  expect  to  be  paid  (orthoac  yoa  should  have  occa- 
sion fw,  a  shilling  a  piece." 

Puis.  Feb.  vj.  1787. 

Su,— By  the  Diligence  of  tontorrow  I  will  kim]  yoe  a  corrected  copy  of  BDy 
Notes  which  I  will  pray  you  tu  print  precisely  as  they  are,  without  additions, 
alterations,  pirface.  ot  anything  else  hut  whai  is  there.  They  will  retjuJre  a  reiy 
accaiale  corrector  of  the  press,  because  ibey  ore  filled  with  tables,  which  will 
beoone  abM>lut«ly  uteles*  if  they  are  not  printed  with  a  perfect  accnmcy.  I 
bcgyoa  therefore  to  have  the  most  particular  atlcntion  paid  to  the  correcting 
of  the  preu.  With  tcsjicct  tu  the  plate  of  the  map,  it  ia  impouiblc  to  xcnd  it  at 
tbetaiue  time-  II  waicngraTcil  in  Londtm,  and  on  examination  I  found  a  pro. 
dipOQs  number  of  orthographical  eiron.  Being  determined  thai  ii  shall  not  go 
out  with  a  sioKle  error,  on  eni;raveT  is  now  closely  empluye<l  in  convctrng  thein. 
He  promises  to  bave  it  iiniilied  the  next  week,  say  by  tbe  loih  of  Mardi :  bat 
I  suppose  you  mtul  expect  be  will  not  be  panctnal  to  a  day.  tbe  map  will  be 
worth  more  than  the  booh.  I>ecaase  it  is  very  ]i>antcuUr,  made  on  the  beat  nsa- 
tertals  which  eain.  and  is  of  a  very  convenient  siie.  hringing  the  States  of  Vir- 
^nia,  Maryland,  Delaware  &  Pennsylvania  into  a  single  sheet.  It  will  make  the 
booltaeU.  1  think  it  would  be  worth  yout  while  to  print  400  copies  of  tbe 
boolc  for  America,  sendin|>  300  to  Kicbmond  in  Virginia,  &  aoo  to  Phibdclphia, 
if  you  have  no  corrvspoodents  there,  you  might  send  thoae  (or  Richmond  to 
Mr.  James  Buchanan  merchant  there,  &  those  for  Phtladelpbia  to  Aitken  bodc- 
eeller  ibere^  These  are  men  on  wltowe  panciuality  you  nay  depend.  Bat  they 
shoald  be  mtrained  fiom  selling  but  for  ready  money :  so  that  yog  may  always 
find  in  their  hands  either  the  money  or  the  books.  I  set  out  on  my  journey 
toraorrow  :  Uil  Mr.  Short,  ray  Secietary,  reinainn  here,  and  nrlll  hasten  &  for- 
ward the  plate  to  yoa  by  the  Diligence.  Be  so  good  ns  to  send  by  the  next 
Diligence  a  copy  of  Mr.  Adam's  book  on  the  American  ConstilatiuDS  printed 
by  Dilty.  io  boards,  it  beiitg  for  a  bookseller  here." 

In  the  preparation  of  thb  edition.  Jefferson  wrote  10  the  Abb^  MorvUet : 

Pakis  Joly  3.  1737. 
"  I  ant  Sony,  my  dear  Sir,  that  your  interest  should  lie  aftcctcd  by  the  ill 
bcbavkir  of  Birroit  but  when  you  cnnsidcr  tbe  facts  you  will  L«  fensihie  that  I 
nmid  not  have  indulged  his  indolence  (uitliet  without  increasing  the  injury 
10  a  aote  panetual  workman.  Stockdalc  of  London  had  asked  leave  to  print 
iBj  Notes,  1  a(;rced  to  it,  &  promised  be  should  have  tbe  plate  of  the  map  aa 
aoM  aa  it  shooht  be  corrected,  and  the  copies  simck  off  for  you  A  myself.  He 
thereupon  pritiled  his  edition  completely  in  three  weeks.  The  printer,  who 
wai  to  strike  (iH  350  mapik  tor  mc,  kept  the  plate  but  j  days.  It  was  then 
diCvand  to  Uanoi*  with  notice   that  it  could  out  be  left  longer  with  him  than 
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should  suffice  to  itrikc  oA  hit  niiraber.  Repealed  applicatioiu  for  il  bjr  Mr. 
Short  &  my  ccnAnt  were  only  aiatrcred  hy  repeated  promise*.  bdiI  limn  of  d^ 
livCTy  6K*d,  no  oo«  of  wbich  wa»  pctfunncd.  When  I  rcmTOol  lie  ImiiI  l)een 
poiiiesscd  of  the  plate  upHntrd*  of  two  ntontlo.  I  wai  astoniihed  and  con> 
foupded  to  be  told  it  had  not  bvn  sent  to  Stockdalc  &  tb&t  his  cdttloo  bt«I 
been  l^ing  de*tl  on  Uii  hands  three  monlhi.  I  mhI  to  Barrots  the  verjr  day  of 
mj  return  to  let  htm  know  that  justice  to  Slo^dile  d»d  not  permit  tnc  to  defer 
sending  him  ihe  plate  anj  Ionian-,  yet  I  would  wail  5  days,  al  the  end  of  which 
he  ranM  deliver  me  the  plate  whether  bis  map^  were  done  or  not.  I  received 
no  ankwcr,  but  waited  lo  dairt.  I  then  *cnl  for  the  pUlc.  The  answer  was 
he  wan  nut  at  boinc.  1  Mnt  again  the  next  day.  Anfiwci  be  was  nut  at  horae. 
I  sent  the  third  day.  No4  at  hume.  I  then  ordered  the  meiieiigcr  lo  go  back 
ft  wail  til)  be  should  come  home.  Thit  produced  an  answer  of  two  lines  ^u'it 
mUeit  leigtur  t»m  ouvritr !  1  wrote  him  word  in  return  to  deliver  the  plate 
inilaatly.  Tbii  I  think  wax  on  a  Saturday  or  Sonday.  lie  told  tbemesMnger 
he  would  let  me  have  il  the  Thursday  following.  I  look  paliencc.  ft  sent  on 
the  Friday,  but  telling  the  meuen^r  if  be  refused  to  deliver  it,  to  intorm  him 
[  would  be  planned  no  more  with  itending  mcnages,  but  would  apply  to  the 
poliee.  He  then  delivered  it  ft  I  sent  it  oR  immediately  to  London.  He  had 
kept  it  three  month*,  of  wbich  three  weeki.  was  after  my  return.  I  think  Sir 
you  will  be  saiisGed  thai  jublice  lo  Stockdale,  justice  to  m>'&e)f  who  had  passed 
my  word  tor  tending  00  the  plate,  and  sensibility  lo  the  shuUling  conduct  of 
Barroi*.  pertaitted  ine  to  act  no  otherwite.  But  no  matter.  \.t\  his  ill  be- 
hnvioT  make  no  odds  between  you  ft  me.  It  will  affect  your  intcrcbt,  ft  that 
suGBces  to  delemine  me  lo  order  back  the  plate  a>  mioo  as  Slockdale  has  dune 
with  II  He  will  not  require  more  days  than  Barroit  B>onlhs,  to  (hat  it  will  ht 
Wrc  before  you  can  want  it.  Ilut  ii  mutt  never  fio  into  Banois'  band*  «|{aia 
nor  of  any  person  depending  on  him  or  under  hi)  order*.  The  workman  who 
struck  off  the  250.  for  me  seems  to  have  been  diligent  enough.  Either  he  or 
any  other  workman  you  please  of  that  description.  !>haU  have  it  to  Ainkc  what 
number  you  wish,  1  forgot  to  ob>er\'«  In  It'k  proper  place,  that  when  1  was  in 
the  midst  ol  my  difficulties  I  did  myself  tbe  honor  of  ealling  on  you,  as  well  to 
have  Ibal  uf  asking  after  your  health  on  my  return,  aa  of  asking  your  assistance 
to  olMaln  lite  plate.  Unluckily  yon  were  gone  to  Versailles  so  [  was  obliged  to 
proceed  u  well  at  I  could,  li  xb  no  excuse  for  Barrois  lo  say  he  could  not  gel 
his  Imprimeur  lo  proceed.  He  should  have  applied  to  another.  Bui  as  to  you 
tt  shall  be  set  to  rightx  In  the  manner  I  hare  before  stated.  Accept  my  regret 
that  yoo  were  in  the  hands  of  so  nndeaerving  a  workman,  &  one  who  placed 
me  nnder  the  ncceasity  of  interrupting  a  work  which  interested  you.  Be  >«• 
Buied  at  the  tame  time  of  the  (inccrity  of  tho«e  acntinients  of  esteem  ft  respect 
W)ih  which  I  have  the  honor  to  ho  Dear  Sir  your  moat  ahodtenl  ft  moU  humble 
atrvmaL" 

KuoCtM  Wller  to  Stockdak,  acknowladged  the  receipt  of  copies  of  this 
ediiion: 
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Pasis  Aug.  14.  1787. 

"  Si«,  •  •  •  I  ibikBk  yoo  for  the  d<M<-n  copies  of  the  Notrs  on  Virginia. 
The  imunini;  }4  iball  be  told  to  &>  tu  pay  l)t«  3d  UeH.  a  vol.  tbrir  Ijati^or- 
Ution  coati,  the  commifitiDn  for  wUioc  &  ymir  5/4  upon  ihc  whole  ihcy  must  be 
■old  at  al>wut  iC  <Sj' — Unleu  yoaareverysaKof  yoar  infomuiiion  of  Ihc  jirinl- 
it>{  the  Nolct  on  Viriiinia  in  AoicricA,  I  duubi  it.  I  uevei  s«ni  but  ms  cofriK 
to  AmeriM.  and  they  were  in  such  handi  as  I  am  sarc  would  not  pcmtt  th«n 
to  be  iMibli*h£d.  I  hkve  kttcn  from  PhiUdelpbia  u  late  u  the  6th  ol  Jane,  ft 
ceftAialy  nn  Mch  publiurion  wu  then  suspected  by  my  frienUi  on  the  coninu; 
Mr,  Ifopliinion,  one  of  tboK  lo  wbo«n  I  had  given  a  copy,  ft  who  b  cononied 
in  compiling  the  Colombian  maftatine,  lelU  mc  he  hope»  1  will  not  object  lo 
hit  pttbliihing  a  («w  rxlnttts  from  it  patliculnrty  the  psjuoge*  in  which  M.  de 
Rulloa's  workiscontrovcftad.  So  that  onlcu  you  &re  very  certain  on  thnlpoini. 
1  dull  ditbeUcve  it." 

Tkc  preface  to  thb  Engliib  edition  wu  as  (oIIovb  : 

"  ADVERTlSEJIENr. 

The  following  Notn  were  writicn  in  Virginia  in  the  year  lyBt,  and  sonc- 
whai  TOrrei'ted  and  eolaqted  in  the  winter  of  1783,  in  answer  to  Qn«riet  pco- 
poaod  to  the  Author,  by  a  FoTei|;neT  o(  DUtinclioo,  then  residing  anong  ua. 
Thn  subiecti  arc  all  treated  imperfectly ;  »omc  scarcely  touched  on.  To 
•poio^u  for  thb  by  developing  the  ctreumstances  of  the  lime  and  place  of 
Ibdr  oontpoaition,  would  be  lo  open  woumU  which  have  already  bled  eno<i{^. 
To  Ihoc  circion stances  some  ol  their  impctfectiona  may  with  Itnlh  be  auuibed  ; 
the  great  nu^  to  the  want  o(  infonDAlioo  and  want  of  lalcnu  in  the  writer. 
He  bad  a  few  copies  piinled,  wlkich  he  gave  among  his  friends :  and  a  Iransla- 
tioQ  of  then  has  been  lately  publiihed  In  France,  but  with  >uch  alieralions  13 
the  laws  of  Ihc  prexs  in  thai  cuuntiy  rendered  necessary.  They  are  now  offered 
lo  the  psblic  in  iheir  original  (arm  and  lancnagc. 
Feb.  27.  1787." 

From  the  publication  of  this  revision,  no  further  ehangci  were  made  in  the 
(mbhdied  text  dniiiq;  JeSereon's  lifetime.     He  wrote  to  J,  Lilhgow  - 

\VAS«tNCTo«.  January  4.  1805. 
■  *  *  "  Mr.  Duanc  informed  me  that  he  meant  lo  publish  a  new  edition 
«f  the  Noi»  oa  Virginia,  and  I  had  in  coDtcmplatioo  some  particular  altera* 
boas  which  woald  re<^ire  little  lime  to  make.  My  ocmputions  by  no  means 
permit  mc  at  this  time  lo  revise  the  teal,  and  make  those  cfaan|[a  in  ft  wUdi  I 
should  now  do. "     •     •     " 

He  later  wrote  to  /ohn  Melish  : 

MojmcKXo,  December  10,  1814. 

•  •  •  ■•  VoM  pivpose  lo  me  the  prepamiion  o(  ■  new  edition  of  ibe  Notes 
00  Vir^iate.  I  formerly  entertained  the  idea,  and  from  time  to  thne  noted 
•oo*  BTw  Roticr,  which  ]  thought  I  would  amuse  at  leisure  lor  a  poathutoou 


•dilion.  Hut  I  now  bc^n  (o  ccc  that  it  is  imprmcticahle  for  ma.  Nrvljr  fony 
joM  ot  wIditioDsl  experience  in  ihe  nfTiin  of  mankind  wuuM  lead  me  Into 
cUlMstioiK  cadinx  I  know  not  where.  Tlial  experience  irnlecO  ba>  tiM  altered 
R  nn^c  principle.  Dui  it  hns  fumiGhcd  matter  of  abundani  dcvclopmcnl. 
Every  moment  loo,  which  I  have  to  spare  from  injr  daily  exercise  atui  aflairs  is 
engTMBcd  hy  a  c(nTe«poiMfence,  the  results  of  the  esienstve  relaliont  whicli  my 
oourac  of  life  lias  nccckunly  occasioned.  And  now  tlie  act  of  writing  iIkU  ia 
becoming  slow,  laborious  and  irLsome.  f  conuder,  therefore,  the  idea  of  pre- 
parin|r  a.  new  copy  i>f  (hat  work  b.(  no  more  la  be  enlerlaineil.  The  work 
fUeU  indeed  is  nothing  mote  than  the  measure  of  a  shadow,  DCi<eT  siationary, 
but  lenjjiliciiinK  m  the  son  advances,  and  to  be  taken  anew  from  bout  to  hour. 
It  must  remain,  therefore,  for  some  other  hand  to  sketch  its  appearance  at 
another  epoch,  to  furnish  another  element  for  calculating  the  coarae  and  motion 
of  tbia  member  of  oar  fedcial  system." 

The  revised  copy  of  the  A^r  ben  mentioned  pAsscd  into  (he  bands  of  his 
lilenry  csecnlor,  from  whum  il  pa»ed  to  J.  W.  Raitdulph  &  Co.,  who  printed 
an  edilioa  from  it  in  1853.     To  this  they  added  the  rollowiRg  note  : 

"pRErACE   or   THE   PUBLISHER. 


Thomas  Jeffenon  left  at  hti  death  a  printed  copy  of  his  Notes  on  Vitinnio. 
containing  many  mnnu^tcript  notes,  several  plates  and  a  map,  intended  ap- 
parenljy  for  a  new  edition  of  the  work.  As  an  edition  had  then  been  lecently 
jmbtished  it  wiu  deemed  best  to  delay  any  further  publication  until  the  bode 
cbouM  become  scarce.  Il  is  now  nearly  oat  of  print,  and  a  general  desire  is 
expressed  for  another  edition.  With  a  view  of  gratifyrng  this  witb,  Hr.  Jeffer- 
boq'i  executor,  Th£ma&  Jefferson  Randolph,  has  iraoiferrcd  to  the  publisher 
ibc  materials  prepared  by  ibc  author  for  ibe  new  edition. 

In  nn>^fEg  this  prcparatioit  the  author  nsed  a  copy  of  the  fint  edition,  and 
Ibm  faudverleutly  repeated  an  error  in  the  narrative  preceding  Logan's  speech 
which  had  iKcn  corrected  in  a  later  edition.  An  historical  statement  making 
llw  oovrcctiun.  deduced  liy  the  author  from  certain  documents,  and  the  docu- 
■leata  thenii«lves,  will  be  fuund  in  Appendix  No.  IV.  They  are  taken  from  a 
ic-priiit  of  Ihe  work  in  iSss.  ' 

The  manuscript  notes  of  the  present  edition  arc  atnDeTon  and  Iniemtin^, 
Many  are  in  foreign  languages,  and  disclose  the  eklcnsive  erudition  of  the 
author.  I*rofcMOr  Scheie  De  V'ere,  the  accomplished  and  learned  incumbent  of 
Ihe  Chair  ot  Modem  Langnag»  of  tlie  Uoiversity  of  Virginia,  has  been  kind 
enough  to  tianslale  the  French,  Spanish  simI  Italian  notes.  These  iranslaliOM 
will  be  found  in  Appendix  No.  IV. 

The  drramstanccs  ander  which  the  Notes  on  Virginia  wv»  written,  are  stated 
by  the  anibur  in  this  preface.  It  may  be  well  to  add,  that  the  lorei);ncr  of  di^ 
liactioB  to  whom  they  were  addressed  was  Moiis.  Barbc  De  Marboit,  the  Secre- 
laiy  of  the  French  Legation  in  Ihe  United  Sutej,  and  that  they  were  written 
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'wbile  (he  antlior  wu  confined  to  hU  room  by  ui  injnrr  received  from  (be  fslling 
dk  his  horse. 

Tbc  beauty  of  style,  ibe  Kocnntcy  of  inComulioo,  aod  the  KicatiGc  reacucb 
dHp]aj'e<l  in  the  Note*  have  nuide  tbcin  a  permanent  part  oJ  our  national  lilera- 
tare.  The  publi^er  therefore  conceivn  that  in  publinhtng  >  new  edition  of 
(bk  ftdminblc  work,  he  is  renewtii|[  a  valuable  coBlribation  to  that  lileratore, 
aad  rvndcrine  a  yul  tribute  to  the  illmtrious  author. 

Scptctnbcr  13,  1853," 

The  original  editioD  of  the  AW/r  was  printed  with  the  title  bere  reproduced 
n  faenmile.  It  was  a  small  octavo,  of  yfl  p«e™.  plus  ibc  titk  and  foldine 
leaf.  The  lai.t  twenty-five  p<^e*  were  an  "  Appendix  "  of  notes  oontriboted  bf 
Charle«  HiomifOn.  After  JeSenon  had  distributed  some  copies,  he  printed  a 
"  Draimbt  of  a  Fuadaroental  Conititatlon  for  (he  Commonwealib  of  Virginia  " 
(pp.  14).  and  "  Notes  un  the  Establishment  of  a  Money  Mioi  and  ■  Coinage  for 
Ibe  United  States  "  (pp.  14)  in  nnifonn  style,  and  added  them  as  appendices  to 
tbe  copies  he  xtitt  had.  Still  laler  he  printed,  on  its  paiisage  by  the  Vir^nla 
legislature,  "  An  Ad  for  Esiabliching  Religious  Freedom  "  (pp.  4).  which  he 
■udc  a  third  appendix  lo  the  copies  still  remaining  in  his  hands.  In  addition 
to  thex  appewlices.  be  cancelled  iii  1786  pages  53-4  of  ibe  oK)[ioal  edition,  ta 
which  he  had  propounded  the  suggestion,  lo  esplain  the  occnrrence  of  i>ca  shell* 
ia  high  nkoaniains  on  other  grooiKU  than  that  of  an  univcnal  deloge  (in  which 
be  bad  no  faiih),  tbai  "  besides  the  usual  procets  for  generating  shells  by  the 
iMMMiliiiii  of  earth  and  water  in  animal  vessels,  may  not  nalare  have  provided 
SB  equivalent  opmtioat  by  passing  (be  same  materials  throa^b  the  pores  ol 
calcareous earthi  and  stones?"  In  lieu  of  these,  he  had  printed  new  paces, 
omitliDg  this  theory,  and  suhMitutrd  thete  leaves  in  the  i^npics  still  remaining  in 
bia  hands ;  but  they  must  have  been  few,  for  copies  with  these  new  sheets  arc 
very  uncommon. 

The  French  translation  of  Morellet  was  somewhat  revised,  and  had  an 
" AvcrtiisemeDt "  of  the  uanslaior.  It  omitted  Tboawon's  notc«.  and  tbe  threo 
appendices  already  mentioned,  tl  bad.  however,  a  map  drawn  by  Jefferson, 
which  the  latter  considered  fat  more  valuable  than  tbc  Nettt  themselves.  The 
U  lie  of  this  edition  was : 

Obaetvations  /  sur  /  La  Virgioie,  /  Par  H.  J"**.  /  Tradgiica  dc  L'AtifJois.  / 
A  raii*,  /  Chez  Barrois,  Vainc,  Lihcaiie,  nie  do  /  Hurcpois,  pr^  le  pont  Saint- 
Michel.  /  1786.  /  6ro  pp.  (4),  *iij,  390,  (3),  (4),  map  and  folding  leaf. 

The  ftnt  publiibed  edition  in  Englimb  was,  as  already  recofdcd,  by  Stockdale, 
■■  London.  Tbix  had  an  introdoctory  note  and  included  the  three  appendices 
that  JrHer*on  had  printed  since  the  appeaiance  of  the  original  edition,  as  alto 
Ibe  new  matter  wbich  had  rcplaued  the  cancelled  leaves.  Tbc  typographical 
diaagf*  w«rc  vey  numcroos,  chiefly  in  the  spelling  o(  geographical  nana,  of 
the  subtfitattaa  of  ipcllcd  for  numeral  figurn,  anil  in  the  correction  of  waie 
few  minor  orors.  It  also  eontaincd  the  map  that  had  appeared  in  the  French 
•dilien.    il  was  the  first  edition  to  give  the  same  of  the  author,  the  title  bdag  ; 
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Notes  ioa  'Ct^.^l  SUle  of  Vlfglnia.  /  written  by  /  Thonu  Jeffenon.  /  Olnf- 
Iralnl  iHih  /  A  Mip,  iocloding  ibc  States  of  Virginia,  Msry-  /  Und,  Dcl&warc 
snd  l'eniu)rlvuiia.  /  London  :  /  Printed  (or  John  SiockdaJc,  oppodte  /  Burilng- 
ton-IIcuM.  ncckdlllx.  /  M.DCCLXXXVII.  /  8yo.  pp.  (4).  382,  nuip  %tA  fold- 
ing Xnti. 

T1ii>  edition  wust  obco  reprinled  verb*itn,  in  America  (a  pirated  edition 
apparently),  but  without  the  tnap.     The  title  uru. 

Notes  /on  the  /  Stale  /  of  /  Virginia.  /  Written  fay  /  Thomas  JefTcr&on.  / 
intjladdphia:  /  EVlnted  and  sold  by  Prichard  and  Hall,  in  Market  /  Street, 
between  front  and  Second  blt««t».  /  M.UCC.LXXXVll].  /  6vo.  pp.  (4).  344, 
folding  loaf. 

A  Uerman  Irniutation  wa%  isMieil  in  1789  with  the  title  of  ' 

Bnchriebung  von  Vtrginica     .     .     .     Lciptig;,  1789. 

A  wcoDd  American  reprint  of  the  Stodtdale  edition  was  made  wllh  Jeffetioa's 
content  in  17^.     The  title  was : 

KolM  OQ  ibc  Stats  of  Virginia :  Second  American  edition.  Philadelphia : 
Mflllhew  Cat«y,     1794.    Svo.  pp.  4.  336,  map  and  folding  leaf. 

In  1797-8  Jefferson  prepared  an  additiooal  appendix,  which  he  printed  iep«> 
nUcly.  two  years  later,  with  the  title  of : 

An  /  Appendix  /  to  tfac/Notea  on  Virginia  /  Relatirc  to  the  Murder  of 
Logans  Family.  /  By  Thomas  Jcffersoa.  /  Philadelphia:  Printed  by  Samuel  H. 
Smith.  /  H,J>CCC  /  8»o.  pp.  51. 

This  appcndii  was  ini:Ia<lcd  in  ifae  next  edition  of  the  ,Votei,  which  bore  tlu 
title: 

Jefferson**  /  Notea.  /  on  the  /  State  of  Vl^lnla  :  /  vritb  the  /  Appendisca— 
Complete.  /  Ballimore  :  /  Printed  by  W.  Prchin.  comer  of  Water  &  Cay  itrecti.  / 
1800.  /8to.  pp.  194,  53. 

AD  editions  mliBcqa«nt  (u  thia,  except  the  Ia«l,  are  reprints  of  the  text  of 
1787,  toKctbcr  wiih  this  appvmlix  rrlaiini;  to  l.ogan.  More  or  less  full  biblio> 
graphical  titlei  are  given  in  the  HistcHtai  Magatine.  1,  53  ;  Sabin's  DUtMKary 
»f  BMJtt  r/lating t>>  America  ;  M^A  H,  H.  Tompkins* /(iM^wAwa  y*fferjomama. 
Only  a  chech  list  of  imprints  therefore  is  here  given. 

With  "  Dissertalioa."     Baltimore  :  W.   Pcchin.     1800. 

Third  American  Edition.     New  Votk :   M.  L.  &  W.  A.  Daridi.      1801. 

Founh  American  Edition.     New  Vo(k  ;  T.  B.  Janaon  ft  C«..    tBoi. 

Kewark  :  PeiiDin]£ion  St  Could.     i8ot. 

PhiUdclpbia :  R.  T.  Rawle.     1801. 

El^ih  Amnican  Edidon.     Bcmon  :  0.  Carlisle.     tSot. 

Ninth  American  Edition.     Boston  :  It.  E.  Spragne^     iSoi. 

Trenton  :  WUson  ft  Blackwell.     1803. 

Trenton:  WUaon  ft  Bladtwell,  for  M.  Carey.     1S03. 
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New  York  1804. 

Philadelphia  ;  M.  Csrey.     tBis. 

Trentoo:  1813. 

PhiUitelpliU  :  HocftD  &  Thonpcon.    1815. 

nabdclphia  ■-  II.  C.  Carey  uid  1.  Lm.  1B95. 

BortcNi :   WelU  &  Lilly.      i8»9. 

Barton  :   Ull)-  &  W«L     1833. 

It  is  |itopei  to  iiUte  (hat  ihe  lent  oj  the  /ftrttt,  u  printed  In  WashingtoB's 
cdiliaa  <>[  JelIcnon'»  H'rititgt,  U  that  of  17S7,  btit  the  editor  chocc  to  modiiy 
novpcncnph  lo  suit  hiii  personal  views. 

AltlKNi|[h  Jeflenon  nerer  rerbed  the  Xatet  (oiilier  than  to  amend  the  lest  for 
ibe  edition  printed  in  1787,  and  the  "  Logan  appendix,"  he  left  a  copy  of  the 
17S7  with  MS  rcvuio4u>.  Krooi  thU  an  cdilioa  vraa  prinleil  in  1853  which 
bcaide*  embodying  JeScraoa's  correctioni,  included  a  pj^ncc  by  the  publither, 
an  "  Eatnct  rram  a  l^cttrr  of  Judge  Gibtoa."  and  IraRilaiiont  of  the  notet  in 
fora^o  (onpici.  It  also  contaJnit  (our  plates  and  a  woodcut  not  in  any  otber 
•diiioiL  It  i>  iherefote  the  bcK  edition,  and  one  of  the  moci  diffinll  to  pro- 
Its  dtlc  is : 


Not«>/oa  tbe/Slaleof  Virginia. /by/ Thoma*  JeSet«on:  filtaunled  with/ 
aMap,  indwIingtheSiatnof  Virginia,  Maryland  ^  Delaware  and  Penruylvanin./ 
A  New  Edition,  /  Ptcpared  by  the  Autltor,  /  Coolaiuin);  Notes  and  Flaio  never 
WortiHtbttfibcd./ J.  W,  Randolph,  1 13t  Main  Street,  Kichtnund,  Va.  /  tSs}.  / 
tvo.  pp.  (10),  37$,  ouip,  folding  topographical  analysis,  and  four  plates. 

Tie  A^wvrstirwdnp  ci^nsiderable  conlrovertf.  Jefferson's  theory  of  shell  for- 
■■tionwasMinewhat  ridiculed  in  the  Frenchpresaoftlieday,  and  later  the  sane 
|fciec7  wu  brought  forward  by  certain  of  hit  political  opiMBcnIain  .\inencainan 
andMTor  to  make  him  abanrd.  His  Btatcmcnts  conccmine  Logan  were  sharply 
eritldwd  far  penonal  and  political  reaMns.  His  argument  against  Ihe  anirertal 
4elnce  and  his  plea  for  religious  loletaiion  were  used  eiiemrivcly  as  a  politi* 
cal  BtfUBcal  against  him.  TbcM  latter  produced  several  pampMels  ^  and 
uw.  caamning  tu*  religious  opinions,  of  irhich  the  following  by  Clement  Clarice 
Monte,  ii  the  only  one  entirely  based  on  the  J^atrt  .- 

'llwiiMsliiiin  /  ii|iiiii  certain  passages  in/  Mr.  JeSenon's  Notes  on  Virginia,  / 
which  appsar  to  have  a  lendencyto/ sabvert  Religion,  /and  Establnh/ AFalie 
Fhilowphy.  /  New- York.  /  1S04./STO.  pp.  3a. 

In  the  New  York  Slate  Library  ai  Albany  are  ihe  proof  sheetf  of  the  Uni 

•dition  of  the  A'wc/  with  Jeflefv>n*s  corrections.  I'hese  are  fully  described  in 
Ihe  Jtitl^rttai  Magatin*.  (Xill,  96),  by  K.  B.  CCallagban.  Only  asingle  ate  ts 
of  a  character  lo  deserve  notice  in  this  reprint.  In  1874  Jefiervon's  co|>y  of  the 
■diiion  of  1787  with  his  autograph  corrections  was  sold  at  auction  in  Now  York 
lor  ^txt,  pawing  to  iha  library  of  t!.  G.  Asay  of  Chtc^O. 

For  mote  C0Dueralii(  the  .Vr/'r:i«e  the  Httttrieal  Atagatiiu,  Xltl,  96  ;  Spuk't 
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Writingi  of  Franklin,  x,  317 ;  Jeflcnon'a  AutMoir^hf,  1,  8$ :  »nd  the 

Momklj  Rfvirai,  Lxxvill,  377,  450. 

The  preveni  text  confonns  tn  that  of  the  origiiMl  vdttioR  printed  in  1784,  ihe 
original  page  numbers  being  given  in  bnclteis.  This  lexi  has  been  compftrrd, 
buwevcf,  vriib  the  cdilioni  of  [787  and  l353,  and  all  vsriaiiuiik,  other  ihan 
Ijrpographicil  or  verbal  arc  indicated  in  fooinolrs.  The  firel  appcndin,  cod- 
sisling  of  CharlCB  Thonuon's  notes,  bai  been  broken  up,  and  each  note  placed 
with  the  pan  of  the  text  to  which  it  relates.  a«  more  convenient  for  refcrencc- 
Thc  "  Note*  on  a  Moocjr  UnJl."  the  "  Knndantcntal  Const  i  tut  inn."  and  the 
"  Bill  for  Rcli(;ious  Frcetloin."  oie  otniltcd,  u  not  biridl)'  forming  port  of  Ihe 
Notti,  and  non  approiiriately  printed  eUewherc.  The  appcndji  rclalinK  to 
[..ogon  is  comprcMed,  by  the  cxclncton  q(  the  confimiatory  documents,  and 
is  placvd  OS  ■  lootnolc  to  the  original  account.  The  map  \\  a  rcprodHction 
of  Jelfenwn'*  original  map.  fim  published  in  the  edition  of  1786.  The  plate 
illustrating  llic  "  Ixigan  nutter  "  is  reproduced  rrom  the  "Appendix"  of  1800. 
The  "  Eye  drauxht  of  Madisian's  care"  is  reprudaced  from  the  first  edition. 
The  other  four  plates  are  taken  from  the  edition  nf  1853.  The  prevent  text 
thenforv  embodiet  practically  all  that  is  germane  and  valuable  in  ncij  previoua 
edition. 
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^F^  NOTES  on  the  {bee  of  VIRGINIA;              ^^^| 

^^M           vrinen  in  the  year  1781,  fomevbac 

cor-                         ^^^^1 

^^H           reOed  and  enlarged  in  the  vinter  of  l 

782,            ^B 

^^H           for  the  ufe  ofa  Foreigner  of  didlndioi 

^M 

^^M          anfVer  to  cettaln  queries  propofcd  by 

him                            ^H 

^^M          lefpeding 

■ 

^^H         1.'  fafepmdaifes         -          .           _          p^  1                                  ^^ 

^^H          ft.  Kiven        .... 

^M 

^^^1          ).  Sea  pons          .            .           - 

^M 

^^H          4.  MoOBCiini               -             .             . 

^1 

^^^1          5.  Cafcatlcs  and  eavetos 

^1 

^^H           t,  PioduAiom  mineij,  vcgcubic  and  uuomI     - 

^H 

^^H          7.  Climate              ... 

U4                     ^M 

^^^H           t.  Popalatioa             ... 

u<                      ^1 

^^H           f.  Xliliary  focce 

i(&                          ^H 

^^^H          ifl.  Marine  force 

■'f                           ■ 

^^^B         II.  Aboiigioes 

Ktf                                         ^H 

^^^1        11.  Coonnes  and  townt 

■  9>                                           ^H 

^^^V         ij.  Cooftinuion             -             -               . 

■^5                                    ^1 

^^H        14.  Lavs 

3»                                               ^H 

^^^1         1;.  Coiled.  bujMingt,  aod  roads 

>7J                                          ^H 

^^^M         iC.  Proceedings  as  to  (orict 

>SJ                                          H 

^^^1         17.  Reli^on 

><?                                          ^1 

^^H        il,  Mannen             .... 

i»*                       ^H 

^^H         ly.  MMMixh&ans              -                .                . 

)of                       ^H 

^^^H         Mh  SdI^c^  of  coRunctcc 

304                     ^H 

^^^1         ftl,  ITaghti,  Meafuret  and  Moaej 

)>t                     ^H 

^^^M         M.  Public  tcveoue  uid  cxpences 

M$                         ^H 

^^^ft^  »}•  Hiflenc(«  memorials,  aod  ftatc-papcn 

}»                     ^H 
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QUERY  I. 

Att  CMut  desiripiion  of  tht  Umits  and  baunJaritS  «/  the  state  9/ 

Virgimia  t 

Virginia  is  bouoded  on  the  East  by  the  Atlantic  :  on  the  North 
by  a  line  of  latitude,  crossing  the  Eastern  shore  throuiih  Watkin's 
Point,  being  about  37''  57'  North  latitude  ;  frotii  thence  by  a 
Bireight  line  to  Cinquac,  near  the  mouth  of  Patowmac  ;  thence  by 
the  Patowmac,  which  is  common  to  Virginia  and  Maryland,  to  the 
first  fountain  nf  its  northern  branch  ;  thence  by  a  meridian  line, 
passing  through  ibal  fountain  till  it  intenects  a  line  running 
East  and  West,  in  latitude  39°  43'  43.4'  which  divides  Mary- 
land from  Pennsylvania,  and  which  was  marked  by  Messrs. 
Mason  and  Dixon  ;  thence  by  that  line,  and  a  continuation  of 
il  westwardly  to  the  completion  of  five  degrees  of  longitude 
from  the  eastern  boundary  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  same  1ait> 
tude,  and  thence  by  a  meridian  line  to  the  Ohio ;  On  the  west 
by  the  Ohio  and  [xj  Mississipi.  to  latitude  36°  30'  North  :  and 
on  the  South  by  the  line  of  latitude  last-mentioned.  By  ad- 
measurements through  nearly  the  whole  of  this  last  line,  and 
sup(tl}-ing  the  unmeasured  parts  from  good  data,  the  Atlantic 
and  Mississipi  are  found  in  this  latitude  to  be  758  miles  distant, 
equal  to  13°  38' of  longitude,  reckoning  55  miles  and  3144  feet 
lo  the  degree.  This  being  our  comprehension  of  longitude,  that 
of  our  latitude,  taken  between  this  and  Mason  and  Dixon's  line, 
is  3"  13'  434'  equal  to  223.3  "*it«,  supposing  a  degree  of  a  great 
circle  to  be  69  m  864  f.,  as  computed  by  Cassini.  These 
boundaries  include  an  area  somewhat  triangular  of  131525  square 
miles,  whereof  79650  tie  westward  of  the  Alleghany  mounuins, 
and  57034  westward  of  the  meridian  of  the  mouth  of  the  Grc3t 
Kanhaway.     This  state  is  therefore  one-third  larger  than  the 
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t&Uod»  of  Gremt   Britain  sod  IreUod.  which  are  reckoned  at 
88357  square  mUes. 

Tbne  iitoits  result  froiB,  i.  TW  antieat  chaiteis  frocD  the 
crown  of  EogUod.  a.  The  gnuit  of  MarfUad  to  the  Lofd  Balti- 
foorc,  and  the  «]bsec|nent  determinazions  of  the  British  coort  as 
to  the  extent  of  that  [3]  grant  j.  The  grant  ai  Pennsylvania 
to  William  I'enn,  and  a  compact  bcCveen  the  gcBcral  assemblies 
of  the  commonwealths  of  Virginia  and  PennsylTania  as  to  the 
extent  of  that  giaoL  4.  The  graal  of  Carolina,  and  actual  loca- 
tion of  its  Dortbero  boundary, byconsent  of  both  parties.  5.  The 
treaty  of  Paris  of  1763.  6.  The  confirmation  of  the  charters  of 
the  neighboring  states  by  the  cooTendon  of  Vir^nta  at  the  time 
of  constituting  their  commonwealth.  7.  Thz  cession  made  by 
Virginia  to  Congrtrss  of  all  the  lands  to  which  they  had  title  on 
the  North  side  of  the  Ohio. 


QUERY  II. 


A  netite  of  itt  rivtrs,  rivttUtt,  and  k^w/ar  they  art  mrrffoMr  / 

An  inspection  of  a  map  of  Virginia,  will  give  a  better  idea  of 
the  geography  of  its  rivers,  than  any  description  in  writing.  Their 
nsvtgalion  may  be  imperfectly  noted. 

Roanokt,  so  far  as  it  lies  within  this  state,  is  no  where  navifirable, 
but  for  canoes,  or  light  battcaiix  ;  and,  even  for  these,  in  siirh  [4] 
detached  parcels  as  to  have  prevented  the  inhabitants  from  avail- 
ing themselves  of  it  at  all. 

yamti  Rhtr,  and  its  waters,  afford  navigation  as  follows  : 

The  whole  of  Eiitabeth  Rivtr,  the  lowest  of  those  which  run 
into  James  River,  is  a  harbour,  and  would  contain  upwards  of 
300  ships.  The  channel  ts  from  150  to  aoo  fathom  wide,  and 
at  common  Bood  tide  affords  iH  feet  water  to  Norfolk.  The 
Strafford,  a  sixty  gun  ship,  went  there,  lightening  herself  to  cross 
the  bar  at  Sowell's  point  The  Fier  Rodrigue,  pierced  for  64 
guns,  and  carrying  50,  went  there  without  lightening.  Craney 
island,  at  the  mouth  of  this  river,  commands  its  channel  tolerably 
well. 
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Nansem&nd  River  is  tisrigable  to  Sleepy  hole,  for  vessels  of  350 
tons ;  to  Suffolk  for  those  of  100  tons ;  and  10  MUner's,  for  those 
of  35. 

Pagan  Crtek  affords  8  or  to  feet  water  to  Smilhfield,  which 
admits  vessels  of  20  tons. 

CkitkaJwrniny  has  at  its  mouth  a  bar,  on  which  is  only  1 2  feet 
water  at  common  flood  tide.  Vessels  passing  that,  may  go  % 
[5]  miles  up  ihc  river  ;  those  (A  10  feet  draught  may  go  4  miles 
further,  and  [hose  of  6  tons  burden  somites  further. 

Appamaitox  may  be  navigated  as  far  as  Broadways,  by  any 
vessel  which  has  crossed  Harrison's  bar  in  James  River  ;  it  keeps 
8  or  10 '  feet  water  a  mile  or  two  higher  up  to  Fisher's  bar,  and  4 
feet  on  that  and  upwards  to  Petersburgh,  where  all  navigation 
ceases. 

^amts  River  itself  affords  a  harbor  for  vessels  of  any  size  in 
Hampton  Road,  but  not  tn  safety  through  the  whole  winter;  and 
there  is  navigable  water  for  them  as  far  as  Mulberry  Island.  A 
40  gun  ship  goes  to  James  town,  and,  lightening  herself,  may 
pass  [above  the  mouth  of  ApfNimattox,*  to]  Harrison's  bar  ;  on 
which  there  is  only  15  feet  water.  Vessels  of  350  tons  may  goto 
Warwick  ;  those  of  125  go  to  Rocket's,  a  mile  below  Richmond  ; 
from  thence  is  about  7  feet  water  to  Richmond ;  and  about  the 
centre  of  the  town,  four  feet  and  a  half,  where  the  navigation  is 
interrupted  by  falls,  which  in  2  course  of  six  miles,  descend  about 
So  feet  perpendicular :  above  these  it  is  resumed  in  canoes  and 
batteaux,  and  is  pro-  f6]  secutcd  snfely  and  advantageously  to 
within  10  miles  of  the  Blue  ridge  and  even  through  the  Blue  ridge 
a  ton  weight  has  been  brought ;  and  the  expence  would  not  be 
great,  when  compared  with  its  object,  to  open  a  tolerable  naviga- 
tion up  Jackson's  river  and  Carpenter's  Creek,  to  within  35  miles 
of  Howard's  creek  of  Greea  briar,  both  of  which  have  then  water 

'  Aherad  to  "  I  or  q  "  in  editioa  of  17S7. 

'  The  words  in  braclteu  u«  tinick  out  with  ink,  in  all  the  npjes  I  btre  ex- 
uuaed.  And  in  JcBmon's  letter  to  ThomM>n  of  June  at.  1785,  he  mentloni 
the  cflpy  o(  the  Situi  sent  to  Monroe,  unt  ^M*  -.  "  Vnj  auk  the  fiTor  o(  Cohv 
ttd  Monroe,  in  pag<  $.  tine  17.  (u  strike  oot  the  words  '  above  ilie  moutf)  of 
the  Appnnatlox,'  which  maku  nooMnte  of  ibc  pauage  ;  and  I  forgot  lo  cor> 
net  il  Wfore  I  bad  enclosed  and  wni  off  the  copy  10  hint." 


so 
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enough  CO  Hoat  vessels  inio  the  Great  Kanhaway.  In  some  future 
itaie  of  populalioD,  I  think  it  possible,  that  its  navigation  may  also 
be  made  to  interlock  with  that  of  the  Patowntac,  and  through  that 
to  communicate  by  a  short  portage  with  the  Ohio.  It  is  to  be 
noted,  that  this  river  is  called  in  the  maps  yamet  Rwer,  only  to 
its  cooduence  with  the  Rivanna  ;  thence  to  the  Blue  ridge  il  is 
called  the  Fluranna ;  and  thence  to  its  source,  Jackson's  river. 
But  in  common  speech,  it  is  called  James  river  to  its  source. 

The  Rhamaa,  a  branch  of  James  River,  is  navigable  for  canoes 
and  battcauK  to  its  inlersccdon  with  the  South  West  mountains, 
which  is  about  la  miles  :  and  may  easily  be  opened  to  navigation 
through  these  mountains  to  its  fork  above  Charlottesville.  [7] 

}Vr4  Rhxr,  at  York  town,  affords  the  best  harbor  in  the  state 
for  vessels  of  the  largest  size.  The  river  there  narrows  to  the 
width  ot  a  mile,  and  is  contained  within  very  high  banks,  close 
under  which  vessels  may  ride.  It  holds  4  fathom  water  at  hi^ 
tide  for  »$  miles  above  York  to  the  mouth  of  Poropotank,  where 
the  rivei  is  a  mile  and  a  half  wide,  and  the  channel  only  75 
fathom,  and  pasiinf  under  a  high  bank.  At  the  confluence  of 
yNsMmAff  and  -IfifH^^wp.  it  is  reduced  to  j  fathom  depth,  which 
COHltnttM  up  Pamunkcy  to  Cumberland,  where  the  width  is  too 
ytnlii  and  up  Maitapony  to  within  two  miles  of  Frazer's  ferry, 
where  it  becomes  ■)  fathom  deep,  and  holds  that  about  5ve  mile*. 
|'«i»(ii)kcy  w  then  ia(v*Weo(  navigation  for  loaded  flats  to  Brock- 
mati'i  biklfei  Afty  nilvt  above  Hanover  town,  and  Maitapony  to 
iMwnri'i  bfidge,  yo  mile*  above  its  mouth. 

/'MivirfAiM^.  the  little  rivers  making  out  of  Jitbftitk  Btrf  and 
1h(i«e  III  the  /iWiA'V  iViy,  receive  only  very  small  vessels,  and 
lIlMfl  c»n  hut  enter  them. 

^M^AiiwV't  affords  4  fathom  water  to  Hobb's  hole,  and  * 
U(h«m  fram  thence  to  Frrdencksl'urg.  [8] 

i^itttrnmnte  IS  ^\  miles  wide  at  the  mouth  ;  4^  at  Komony  bay  ; 
jal  Ac  quia  ;  t|  at  Hallooing  point ;  1}  at  Alexandria.  Us  sound- 
tii|t<i  Nie,  7  fathom  at  the  mouth  :  5  at  St  George's  island  :  4^  at 
|.uwrr  Maichodic  ;  j  at  Swan's  point,  and  thence  up  to  Alexan* 
lib]  thence  10  feet  water  to  the  falls,  which  arc  13  miles  above 
jHsndrla.  These  falls  are  15  miles  in  length,  and  of  very  great 
ascent,  and  the  navigation  above  them  for  battcaux  and  canoes. 
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if  so  much  interrupted  as  to  be  little  used.  It  is,  however,  used 
in  a  small  degree  up  the  Cohongoroota  branch  as  far  as  Fort 
Cumberland,  which  was  at  the  mouth  of  Wills's  creek :  and  is 
capable,  at  no  great  expence,  of  being  rendered  very  practicable. 
The  Shenandoah  branch  interlocks  with  Jame!>  river  about  the 
Blue  ridge,  and  may  perhaps  in  future  be  opened. 

The  Mitsisipi  will  be  one  of  the  principal  channels  of  future 
commerce  for  the  country  westward  of  the  Allcghancy.  From 
the  mouth  of  this  river  to  where  it  receives  the  Ohio,  is  icoo 
miles  by  water,  but  only  500  by  land,  passing  through  the  Chicka- 
saw country.  From  the  month  of  the  Ohio  to  [9]  that  of  the  Mis- 
souri, is  3JO  miles  by  water,  and  140  by  land.  From  thence  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Illinois  river,  is  about  25  miles.  The  Missisipt, 
below  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri,  is  always  muddy,  and  abound* 
ing  with  sand  bars,  which  frequently  change  their  places.  How- 
ever, it  carrier  1 5  feet  water  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  to  which 
place  it  is  from  one  and  a  half  to  two  mites  wide,  and  thence  to 
Kaskaskia  from  one  mile  to  a  mile  and  a  quarter  wide.  lis  cur- 
rent is  so  rapid,  that  it  never  can  be  stemmed  l>y  the  force  of  the 
wind  alone,  acting  on  sails.  Any  vessel,  however,  navigated  with 
care,  may  come  up  at  any  time,  and  receive  much  aid  from  the 
wind.  A  batteau  passes  from  the  mouth  of  Ohio  to  the  mouth  of 
Missisipi  in  three  weeks,  and  is  from  two  to  three  months  get- 
ting up  again.  During  its  Hoods,  which  arc  periodical  as  those 
of  the  Nile,  the  largest  vessels  may  pass  down  it,  if  their  steerage 
can  be  ensured.  These  floods  begin  in  April,  and  the  river  re- 
turns into  its  banks  early  in  August.  The  inundation  extends 
further  on  the  western  than  eastern  side,  covering  the  lands  in 
some  places  for  5a  miles  from  it's  [10]  banks.  Above  the  mouth 
oC  the  Missouri,  it  becomes  much  such  a  nver  as  the  Ohio,  like  it 
cle«r,  and  gentle  in  itscurreot,  not  quite  so  wide,  the  period  of  its 
floods  nearly  the  same,  but  not  rising  to  so  great  a  height.  1'he 
streets  of  the  village  at  Cohocs  are  not  more  than  10  feet  above 
the  ordinary  level  of  the  water,  and  yet  were  never  overflowed. 
Its  bed  deepens  ever>-  year.  Cohoes,  in  the  memory  of  many 
people  now  living,  was  insulated  by  every  flood  of  the  river. 
What  was  the  eastern  channel  has  now  become  a  lake,  9  miles  in 
length  and  one  in  width,  into  which  the  river  at  this  day  never 
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flows.  This  river  yields  turtle  of  a  peculiar  kind,  perch,  trout, 
gar,  pike,  mullets,  herringii,  carp,  spatula  tish  of  50  pounds  weight, 
cat  ftsh  of  an  hundred  pounds  weight,  buffalo  fish,  and  sturgeon. 
AUiKators  or  crocodiles  have  been  seen  as  high  up  as  the  Acaosas. 
It  also  abounds  in  herons,  cranes,  ducks,  brant,  geese,  and  swans. 
Its  passage  is  commanded  by  a  fort  established  by  this  state,  five 
miles  below  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  and  ten  miles  above  the 
Carolina  boundary. 

The  Missouri,  since  the  treaty  of  Paris,  the  Illinois  and  North- 
ern branches  of  the  [til  Ohio  since  the  cession  to  Congress, are 
no  longer  within  our  limits.  Yet  having  been  so  heretofore,  and 
still  opening  to  us  channels  of  extensive  communication  with  the 
western  and  north-western  country,  they  shall  be  noted  in  their 
order. 

The  Missouri  is,  in  fact,  the  principal  river,  contributing  more 
to  the  common  stream  than  does  the  Missisipi,  even  after  its 
Junction  with  the  Illinois.  It  is  remarkably  cold,  muddy  and 
rapid.  Its  overDowiogs  are  considerable.  They  happen  during 
the  months  of  June  and  July.  Their  commcDcement  being  so 
much  later  than  those  of  the  Missisipi,  would  induce  a  belief 
that  the  sources  of  the  Missouri  arc  northward  of  those  of  the 
Missisipi ;  unless  wc  suppose  that  the  cold  increases  again  with 
the  ascent  of  the  land  from  the  Missisipi  westwardly.  That 
this  aaoent  is  great,  is  proved  by  the  rapidity  of  the  river.  Six 
miles  above  the  mouth  it  is  brought  within  the  compass  of  a 
quarter  of  a  mile's  width  :  yet  the  Spanish  Merchants  at  Pancore, 
or  St.  Louis,  say  they  go  two  thousand  miles  up  it.  It  heads  far 
westward  of  the  Rio  Norte,  or  North  River,  There  is,  in  the 
villages  of  Kaskaskia.  Cohocs,  and  St,  [wj  Vincenncs,  no  incon- 
siderable quantity  of  plate,  said  to  have  been  plundered  during 
the  last  war  by  the  Indians  from  the  churches  and  private  houses 
of  Santa  tV,  on  the  North  River,  and  brought  to  these  villages 
(or  sale.  From  the  raouth  of  the  Ohio  to  Sante  Yh  are  forty  days 
journey  or  about  1000  miles.  What  is  the  shortest  distance  be- 
tween the  navigable  waters  of  the  Missouri,  and  those  of  the  North 
River,  or  how  f.ir  this  is  navigable  above  Santa  F<,  I  could  never 
learn.  From  Santa  F6  to  its  motith  in  the  Gulph  of  Mexico  it 
about  I300  miles.     The  road  from  New  Orleans  to  .Mexico  crosses 
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this  river  at  the  post  of  Rio  Norte,  800  miles  below  Santa  F^  :  and 
from  this  post  to  New  Orleans  is  about  1200  miles;  thus  making 
3000  miles  between  Santa  F^  and  New  Orleans,  passing  down  the 
North  river.  Red  river,  and  Missisipi ;  whereas  it  is  3330  through 
the  Missouri  and  Missisipi.  From  the  same  post  of  Rio  Norte, 
passing  near  the  mines  of  La  Sierra  and  Laiguana,  which  arc  be* 
tween  the  North  river,  a.nd  the  river  Salina  to  SarlUla,  is  375 
miles,  and  from  thence,  pa&sing  the  mines  of  Charcas,  Zaccatecas, 
and  Pntosi,  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  is  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  miles  ;  in  all  [13]  1550  from  Santa  F^  to  the  city  of  Mexico. 
From  New  Orleans  to  the  city  of  Mexico  is  about  1950  miles :  the 
roads  after  setting  out  from  the  Red  river,  near  Natchitoches,  keep- 
ing generally  parallel  with  the  coast,  and  above  two  hundred  mites 
from  it  til)  it  enters  the  city  of  Mexico. 

The  Jllincis,  is  a  fine  river,  clear,  gentle,  and  without  rapids  ; 
insomuch  that  it  is  navigable  for  batteaux  to  its  source.  From 
thence  is  a  portage  of  two  miles  only  to  the  Chicago,  which 
affords  .1  bntlcan  navigation  of  sixteen  miles  to  its  entrance  into 
lake  Michigan.  The  Illinois,  about  10  miles  about  its  mouth, 
is  300  Yards  wide. 

The  Kaskaskia  is  100  yards  wide  at  its  entrance  into  the  Missi- 
sipi, and  preserves  that  breadth  to  the  Buffalo  plains  70  miles 
above.  So  far  also  it  is  navigable  for  loaded  batteaux,  and  per- 
haps much  further.     It  is  not  rapid. 

The  OMia  is  the  most  benutifiil  river  on  earth.  Its  current 
gentle,  waters  clear,  and  bosom  smooth  and  unbroken  by  rocks 
and  rapids,  a  single  instance  only  excepted. 

It  is  I  of  a  mile  wide  at  Fort  PitL  [14] 

500  yards  at  the  mouiU  of  the  Great  Kanhaway  : 

I  mile  and  2$  poles  at  Louisville  : 

^  of  a  mile  on  the  rapids,  three  or  four  miles  below  Louisville  : 

^  mile  where  the  low  country  begins,  which  is  20  miles  above 
Green  river : 

x\  at  the  receipt  of  llie  Tanesscc  : 

And  a  mile  wide  at  the  mouth. 

Its  length,  as  measured  according  to  its  meanders  by  Captain 
Hutchings  is  as  follows  : 

From  Fort  Pill 
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mil** 

To  I-og's  tovm t8) 

Big  Beaver  occk       .     .     .     .  io( 

Lillle  Bearer  cr. 13! 

Yvllow  creek ii| 

TwoneekB 31 J 

LopC  remch 53) 

Ewj  Lone  ''c*ch 16} 

Mtuklncum 35I 

Little  KanhAwny       ....  I»( 

Hock)  IOC  king         t6 

Gnat  Kanhnway       ....  SaJ 

GttutMlot 43) 

Saody  Cre«lc t4| 

Siou 48^ 


nitaa 
Linle  Miami 136^ 

Licking  cteek 8 

Great  Minmi 96} 

Big  Bon«s 38^ 

Keatuckey 44^ 

Rapids 77^ 

Low  country 155I 

Buflatorirer 64! 

Watiaih tfi\ 

B'K  »«= 4«l 

Sliawanee  river 53^ 

Cherokee  rircr 13 

Massac 11 

Mixsirifu        ......  46 

irie 

[15]  In  common  winter  and  springtides  itaffords  15  feet  water 
to  Louisville,  10  Ceel  to  Le  Tarte's  rapids,  40  miles  above  the 
mouth  of  the  great  Kanhavay,  and  a  sufficieacy  at  all  times  for 
light  batteaux  and  canoes  to  Fort  Pitt.  The  rapids  arc  in  lati- 
tude 38"  8'.  The  inundations  of  this  river  begin  about  the  last 
of  March,  and  subside  in  July.  During  these,  a  first-rate  man-of- 
war  may  be  carried  from  Louisville  to  New  Orleans,  if  the  sudden 
turns  of  the  river  and  the  strength  of  its  current  will  admit  a  safe 
steerage.  The  rapids  at  Louisville  descend  about  30  feet  in  a 
length  of  a  mile  and  a  half.  The  bed  of  the  river  there  is  a  sohd 
rock,  and  is  divided  by  an  island  into  two  branches,  the  southern 
of  which  is  about  300  yards  wide,  and  dry  four  months  in  the  year. 
The  bed  of  the  northern  branch  is  worn  into  channels  by  the 
constant  course  of  the  water,  and  attrition  of  the  pebble  stones 
carried  on  with  that,  so  as  10  be  passable  for  batteaux  through  the 
greater  part  of  the  year.  Yet  it  is  thought  that  the  southern  arm 
may  be  the  most  easily  opened  for  constant  navigation.  The  rise  of 
the  waters  in  these  rapids  does  not  exceed  10  or  13  feet.  A  part  [16] 
of  this  island  is  so  high  as  to  have  been  never  overflowed,  and  to 
command  the  settlement  at  Louisville,  which  is  opposite  to  it. 
The  fort,  however,  is  situated  at  the  head  of  the  falls.  The 
ground  on  the  South  side  rises  very  gradually. 

The  Tantisee,  Cherokee,  or  Hogohcge  river  is  600  yards  wide 
at  its  mouth,  ^  of  a  mile  at  the  mouth  of  Holsion,  and  two  hun- 
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dred  yards  at  Choice,  vrhich  is  so  miles  above  Holston,  and  three 
hundred  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Tancssee.  This  river 
crosses  the  southern  boundary  of  Virginia,  58  miles  from  ihe 
Miastsipi.  Its  curreot  is  moderate.  It  is  navigable  for  loaded 
boats  of  any  burden  to  the  MuscteshoaJs,  where  the  river  passes 
through  the  Cumberland  mounlain.  These  shoaU  are  6  or  S 
miles  long,  pas&able  downwards  for  loaded  canoes,  but  not 
npfrards,  unless  there  be  a  swell  in  the  river.  Above  these 
the  navigation  for  loaded  canoes  and  baltcaux  continues 
to  the  Long  island.  This  river  has  its  inundations  also. 
Above  the  ChJckamogga  towns  is  a  whirlpool  called  the  Sucking- 
pot,  which  takes  in  trunks  uf  trees  or  boats,  and  throws  them  out 
again  half  a  mile  below.  It  is  avoided  by  keeping  ver>' close  [17] 
to  the  bank,  on  the  South  side.  There  are  but  a  few  miles 
portage  between  a  branch  of  this  river  and  the  navigable  waters 
of  the  river  Mobile,  which  runs  into  the  giilph  of  Mexico. 

Cumberland,  or  Shawanee  river,  inter-iects  the  boundary  between 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina  67  miles  from  the  Missisipi,  and 
again  19B  miles  from  the  same  river,  a  little  above  the  entrance 
of  Obey's  river  into  the  Cumberland.  Its  clear  fork  crosses  the 
same  boundary  about  300  miles  from  the  MissisipL  Cumber- 
land is  a  very  gentle  stream,  navigable  for  loaded  bntteaux  800 
miles,  without  interruption  ;  then  intervene  some  rapids  of  15 
miles  in  length,  after  which  it  is  again  navigable  70  milesupwards, 
which  brings  you  within  10  miles  of  the  Cumberland  mountains. 
It  is  about  1 20  yards  wide  through  its  whole  course,  from  the 
head  of  its  navigation  to  its  mouth. 

The  Wahatk  is  a  ^'e^y  beautiful  river,  400  yards  wide  at  the 
mouth,  and  300  at  St.  Vincennes,  which  is  a  post  too  miles  above 
the  mouth,  in  a  direct  line.  Within  this  space  there  are  two 
mall  rapids,  which  give  very  little  obstruction  to  Che  navigation. 
[t8]  It  is  400  yards  wide  at  the  mouth,  and  navigable  30  leagues 
|lipwud8  for  canoes  and  smalt  boats.  From  the  mouth  of  Maple 
.river  to  that  of  Eel  nver  is  about  80  miles  in  a  direct  line,  the 
fiver  continuing  navigable  and  from  one  to  two  hundred  yards  in 
Liridth.     The  Eel  river  is  150  yards  wide,  and  affords  at  all  times 

kvigation  for  pcriaguas,  to  within  t8  miles  of  tbe  Miami  of  the 
lake.     The  Wabash,  fiom  the  mouth  of  Eel  river  to  little  river,  a 
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distance  of  50  miles  direct,  is  intefTupted  with  freqoeat  r^dt 
«nd  shoals,  which  obstruct  the  luvigatioo,  eicept  in  1.  svelL 
Little  river  affords  navigation  during  a  swell  to  within  j  miles  of 
the  Miami,  which  thence  affords  a  similar  navigaUon  into  Lake 
Ert6,  100  miles  distant  in  a  direct  tine.  The  Wabash  orerflows 
periodicalty  in  correspondence  with  the  Ohio,  and  in  some  places 
Iwi)  leagues  froni  its  banks. 

iSrern  JUtfr  is  navigable  for  loaded  batteaux  at  alt  times  50 
miU'i  upwards;  but  it  is  then  interrupted  by  impassable  rapids, 
above  which  the  navigation  again  commences  and  continues  good 
^  or  40  miles  to  the  mouth  of  Barren  river.  [19] 

JCtniWffy  River  is  90  yards  wide  at  the  mouth,  and  also  at 
hmuubotounh,  80  mites  above.  It  affords  a  navigation  for  loaded 
Imllrdtix  i»o  miles  in  a  direct  line,  in  the  winter  tides. 

Th**  ii'r^t  .IfMmt  of  the  Ohio,  is  200  yards  wide  at  the  mouth. 
Al  1  Ur  INcc*wee  towns,  75  miles  above,  ii  is  reduced  to  30  yards : 
ll  Ik,  itrverihelcss,  navigable  (or  loaded  canoes  50  miles  above 
IlifSf  ttiwnv  The  |>or(age  from  its  western  branch  into  the  Miami 
(>(  Iskf  Kric,  is  5  miles  ;  that  from  its  eastern  branch  into  San- 
iliislir  r<v«r  is  nf  9  miles. 

,W/  f(ii*r  Ih  nt  all  time*  navigable  for  loaded  batteaux  70  or 
lUi  mWvm,  It  U  Ro  y«i<ltt  wide  at  its  mouth,  and  keeps  that  width 
lo  lu  fuiti.  ti  ii^ili-a  above, 

Thp  tjtfi^  lUUmi  oX  the  Ohio,  is  60  or  70  yards  wide  at  its 
miuiili,  (hi  nillfli  10  III  source,  and  affords  no  navigation. 

The  Si*trf  Is  150  yards  wide  at  its  mouth,  which  ts  in  latitude 
|l'  ft*,  itid  It  (he  Haltlick  towns.  300  miles  above  the  mouth,  it 
la  y*\.  ittn  ynhU  wide.  Tu  these  towns  it  is  navigable  for  loaded 
halln«tm,  ind  III  [toj  eaitcni  branch  affords  navigation  alatost  to 

lis  MItlfcC, 

f/f  M/  .Ci««h/i»  river  U  at>out  sixty  yards  wide,  and  navigable  sixty 
mltii*  fur  Initiletl  hstli-sux. 

iJmt*mM  U  slioul  the  width  of  the  river  last  meniioned,  but  is 
HMitu  rM|(ltl,     It  niiiy  lie  nnvigated  by  canoes  sixty  mites. 

Tim  Otf^f  A'.c^irnvr  in  a  river  of  considerable  note  for  the 
(ttfitlUr  ii(  Its  Uiidi,  jind  Klill  more,  as  leading  towards  the  head 
wall. I.  ..r   |iiiii>ii'  rlviT.     Novorthelen  it  is  doubtful  whether  its 

'  J«MM  ••«!  Kosnoka  riven  "  is  edition  of  1S53. 
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great  and  numerous  rapids  will  admit  a  navigation,  but  at  an  ex- 
pense to  which  it  will  require  ages  to  render  its  inhabitanis  equal. 
The  great  obstacles  begin  at  what  are  called  ihc  great  falls,  90 
miles  above  the  mouth,  below  which  ore  only  ^ve  or  six  rapids, 
and  these  passable,  with  some  difficulty,  even  at  low  water.  From 
the  falls  to  the  mouth  of  Greenbriar  is  100  miles,  and  thence  to 
the  lead  mines  120.     It  is  380  yird»  wide  at  '\\s.  raouth.' 

iliKk'koekiug  is  8  yards  wide  at  its  mouth,  and  yields  naviga- 
tion for  loaded  batteaux  to  the  Press-place,  60  miles  above  its 
raoQih.     [xi] 

The  UttU  JCan/ta7fav  is  150  yards  wide  at  the  mouth.  It  yields 
a  navigation  of  10  miles  only.  Perhaps  its  oorlhem  branch,  called 
Junios's  creek,  which  interlocks  with  the  wesiern  of  Mononga- 
hela,  may  one  day  admit  a  shorter  passage  from  the  latter  into  the 
Ohio. 

The  Jtfitikin^m  is  380  yards  wide  at  its  mouth,  and  200  yards 
at  the  lower  Indian  towns,  150  miles  upwards.  It  is  navigable 
for  small  batteaux  to  within  one  mile  of  a  navigable  part  of  Caya- 
hoga  river,  which  runs  into  lake  Erie. 

At  Fort  Pitt  the  river  Ohio  loses  its  name,  branching  into  the 
Monongahela  and  Allegany. 

The  MQfwn^ahela  is  400  yards  wide  at  its  mouth.  From  thence 
it  iz  or  15  miles  to  the  mouth  of  Yohoganey,  where  it  vi  300 
yards  wide.  Thence  to  Redstone  by  water  is  50  miles,  by 
land  30-  Then  to  the  mouth  of  Cheat  river  by  water  40  miles, 
by  land  38,  the  width  continuing  at  300  yards,  and  the  navigation 
good  for  boats.  Thence  the  width  is  aliout  soo  yards  to  the  west- 
ern fork,  50  miles  higher,  and  the  navigation  frequently  inter- 
rupted by  rapids,  which  howevcrwith  [32]  a  swell  of  two  or  three 
feet,  become  very  passable  for  boats.  It  then  admits  light  boats, 
except  in  dry  seasons,  65  miles  further  to  the  head  of  Tygart's 
valley,  presenting  only  some  small  rapids  and  falls  of  one  or  two  feet 

*  In  Ibc  edllloa  of  tBS3  b  here  iddcd  ;  "  It  It  add,  however,  Uwi  at  a  vety 
Modmic  cxpcnte  the  whule  cumnt  vl  the  upper  part  of  the  Kuihaway  may 
bttancd  into  iba  Sooib  Fork  of  Roanoke,  the  Allegtuuier,  there  sulisiding. 
aad  ikfl  two  tK*Kt\  aitpfoachlng  ao  near,  that  a  cana]  ol  Dtn«  milet  long  and 
of  tkirtjr  (cet  depth,  ai  the  deepest  pan  wouM  draw  the  water  o(  the  Kao- 
haway  inUi  thi*  ljraiM:h  of  (be  Ruaookc  ;  ihu  canal  wooM  be  in  Montgomcfy 
Ctainty,  (be  court-tumac  od  which  a  on  the  top  ol  ihc  AUeghaney." 


98 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


\xi%2 


pcrpeiMlictiUT,  ukd  tcueaiog  in  its  width  to  so  yards.  Tb« 
Wtsttrm  ffirk  is  navigable  in  ibe  winter  to  or  15  miks  towuds 
the  oonhern  of  the  Littie  Kaahavay.  and  will  admit  a  good 
vagon  rood  to  iL  The  Y^kftgmmej  is  ihe  |>nnci|Ml  boach  of  this 
rirer.  It  passes  thnwgh  ike  Lmrcl  raouataio.  aboai  30  miles 
fram  its  moutii ;  is  co  far  from  300  to  150  yards  wide,  sihI  the 
navigattoii  roach  obstructed  in  dT^  weatlieT  by  rapids  and  shoals. 
In  its  passage  through  the  moontain  it  makes  very  great  fills, 
admitting  no  naviftatioQ  for  ten  miles  to  the  Turkey  fooc  Thence 
to  the  great  crossing,  about  20  miles,  ii  is  again  navigable,  except 
in  dry  seasons,  and  at  this  place  is  300  yards  wide.  The  sources 
o(  this  river  are  divided  from  those  of  the  Paiowmac  by  the 
AUeganey  mountain.  From  the  falls,  where  it  intersects  the 
laurel  mountain,  lo  Fort  Cumberland,  the  head  of  the  navigation 
on  the  Fatowmac,  is  40  miles  of  very  mounlainous  road.  WUIs' 
creek,  at  [23]  the  mouth  of  which  was  Fort  Cumberland,  is  30  or 
40  yards  wide,  but  affords  no  navigation  as  ret.  C4«v/  river, 
another  considerable  branch  of  the  Monongahcla,  is  soo  yards 
wide  at  its  mouth,  and  too  yards  at  the  Duniarifs  settlement,  50 
miles  higher.  It  is  navigable  for  boats,  except  in  dry  xaions. 
The  boundary  between  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  crosses  il  about 
three  or  four  miles  above  its  raouLh. 

The  AUega>Ty  river,  with  a  slight  swell,  affords  navigation  for 
light  batteaux  to  Venango,  at  (he  mouth  of  French  creek,  where 
it  is  300  yards  wide,  and  is  pcictiscd  even  lo  Le  Boeuf,  from 
whence  there  is  a  portage  of  15  miles  to  Presque  Isle  on  the  Lake 
Erie. 

The  country  watered  by  the  Missisipt  and  its  eastern  branches 
constitutes  five-eighths  of  the  United  Stales,  two  of  which  five- 
eighths  are  occupied  by  the  Ohio  and  its  waters  :  the  residuary 
streams  which  run  into  the  gulph  of  Mexico,  the  Atlantic,  and 
the  Sl  Laurence  water  remaining  three-eighths. 

Before  we  quit  the  subject  of  the  western  waters,  we  will  take 
a  view  of  their  principal  connections  with  the  Atlantic.  These 
are  [14]  three  ;  the  Hudson's  river,  the  Patowmac,  and  the  Mis- 
sisippi  itself.  Down  the  last  wilt  pass  nil  heavy  commodoties. 
But  the  navigation  through  the  Gulph  of  Mexico  is  so  dangerous, 
and  that   up  the   Misstsipi  so  difficult  and   tedious,  that  it  is 
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thought  probable  that  European  merchandise  will  not  return 
through  that  channel.  It  is  most  likely  that  flour,  timber,  and 
other  heavy  articles  will  be  floated  on  rafts,  which  will  themselves 
be  sn  article  for  Sale  as  well  as  theii  loading,  the  navigators  re- 
turning by  land,  or  in  light  batteaux.  There  will,  therefore,  be  a 
conipctitioti  between  the  Hudson  and  Patowmac  rivers  for  the 
residue  of  the  commerce  of  all  the  country  westward  of  Lake  Eric, 
on  the  waters  of  the  lakes,  of  the  Ohio,  and  upper  parts  of  the 
Missisipi.  To  go  to  New  York,  thai  part  of  the  trade  which 
comes  from  the  lakes  or  their  waters,  must  first  be  brought  into 
Lake  Erie.  Between  I^ke  Superior  and  its  waters  and  Huron 
are  the  rapids  of  St.  Mary,  which  will  permit  boats  to  pass,  but 
not  larger  vessels.  Lakes  Huron  and  Michigan  afford  communi- 
cation with  Lake  Erie  by  vessels  of  8  feet  draught.  That  part  of 
Ihc  trade  which  comes  from  the  waters  of  the  Missisipi  must 
pats  from  them  through  [  75  ]  some  portage  into  the  waters  of  the 
lakes.  The  portage  from  the  Illinois  river  into  a  water  of  Michi- 
gan is  of  one  mile  only.  From  the  Wabash,  Miami,  Muskinghum. 
or  Alleganey,  are  portages  into  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie,  of  from 
one  10  fifteen  miles.  When  the  commodities  are  brought  into, 
and  have  passed  through  Lake  Erie,  there  is  between  that  and 
Ontario  an  interruption  by  the  falls  of  Niagara,  where  the  por- 
tage is  of  8  mites  ;  and  between  Onurio  and  the  Hudson's  river 
are  portages  at  the  falls  of  Onondago,  a  little  above  Oswego,  of 
■  qaaner  of  a  mile  ;  from  Wood  creek  to  the  Mohawks  river  two 
Biiles;  at  the  little  falls  of  the  Mohawks  river  half  a  mile  ;  and 
from  Schenectady  to  Albany  sixteen  miles.  Besides  the  increase 
of  expense  occasioned  by  frequent  change  of  carriage,  there  is  an 
incicascd  risk  of  pillage  pr<xluccd  by  committing  merchandize 
to  a  greater  number  of  hands  success ively.  The  Fatowmac  offers 
itself  ander  the  following  circumstances :  For  the  trade  of  the 
lakes  and  their  waters  westward  of  Lake  Erie,  when  it  shall 
have  entered  that  lake,  it  roust  coast  along  its  southern  shore,  on 
account  of  the  number  and  excellence  of  its  harbours  ;  the  north- 
ern, though  shortest,  having  few  harbours,  and  [26]  these  un- 
safe. Having  reached  Cayahoga,  to  proceed  on  to  New  York  it 
will  have  S25  miles  and  five  portages  ;  whereas  it  is  but  435  miles 
to  Alexandria,  its  emporium  on  the  Patowmac,  if  it  turns  into  the 
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Cayahoga  and  passes  through  that,  Bigbeaver,  Ohio,  Yohngania, 
or  Monongalia  a^nd  Cheat,)  and  Patowmac,  and  there  arc  but  two 
portages  ;  the  first  of  which,  between  Cayahoga  and  Beaver,  may 
be  removed  by  uniting  the  sources  of  these  waters,  which  are 
lakes  in  the  neighborhood  of  each  other  and  in  a  champaign 
country  ;  the  other  to  waters  of  Ohio  to  Patowmac  will  be  from 
15  to  40  miles,  according  to  the  trouble  which  shall  be  taken  to 
approach  the  two  Davi|;alions.  For  (be  trade  o\  the  Ohio,  or  that 
which  shall  come  into  it  from  its  own  waters  or  the  Mis^isipi,  it 
is  nearer  through  the  Patowmac  to  Alexandria  than  to  New  York 
by  5S0  miles,  and  it  is  interrupted  by  one  portage  only.  There 
is  another  circumstance  of  difference  too.  The  lakes  them* 
selves  never  freeze,  but  the  communications  betweeti  them  freeie 
and  the  Hudson's  river  is  itself  shut  up  by  the  ice  three 
months  in  the  year  ;  whereas  the  channel  to  the  Che&a-[a7]  peak 
leads  directly  into  a  warmer  climate.  The  southern  parts  of  it 
very  rarely  freeze  at  all.  and  whenever  the  northern  do,  it  is  so 
near  the  sources  of  the  rivers,  that  the  frequent  floods  to  which 
they  are  there  liable,  break  up  the  ice  immediately,  so  that  ves- 
seis  may  pass  through  the  whole  winter,  subject  only  to  acci- 
denul  and  short  delays.  Add  to  all  this,  that  in  case  of  war  with 
our  neighbors,  the  Anglo-Americans  or  the  Indians,  the  route  to 
New  York  becomes  a  frontier  through  almost  its  whole  length, 
and  all  commerce  through  it  ceases  at  that  inomenl. — But  the 
channel  to  New  York  is  already  known  to  practice,  whereas  the 
apper  waters  of  the  Ohio  and  the  Patowmac,  and  ihe  great  falls 
of  the  latter,  ore  yet  to  be  cleared  of  iheir  Sxed  obstructions.' 

'  Bwdc*  the  llirc«  channel*  of  oommuniLkiion  niMilioned  between  the  wcxt- 
cni  w«lcn  Knd  ihe  Atkniic,  ihrre  arc  two  othcn  to  which  tlui  fcRnsylvjiiiatit 
Ut  turning  ibeir  attenllon  ;  one  from  Presqn«-itl>.  on  Lake  Eric,  to  L* 
Boaf,  down  the  Allegancy  to  Kisktmtiiiiw.  iliea  up  the  Kiiklmiiiilu,  and 
from  tbcnce.  by  a  unall  poriacc.  lo  Juniata,  which  falls  into  the  Suirquthaiuut : 
the  other  from  Lake  ODiarlo  to  the  Eui  branch  of  the  Delaware,  and 
down  llial  (o  rhiladelphit.  Both  these  are  nid  la  be  very  praclicablc  ;  and, 
cootidcTiiiK  "■<:  entcr(>rtsini;  tctapcr  of  the  Pennaylvaniani,  and  ftaittculariy  of 
the  mctvliantk  of  Philadelphia,  whose  oliicct  is  conceottcd  in  promoUug  the 
commerce  and  Inufe  of  one  city,  it  i*  nol  itnprobable  but  one  01  tmth  of  these 
mmounicauoni  will  be  opened  and  unproved. — Ckarttt  TktmiwH  in  af^mdix. 
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QUERY  HI. 

A  tutiee  of  the  best-  seaports  of  the  state,  and  how  big  an  the  vessels 
thiy  can  reeeive  f 

Having  no  ports  but  our  rivors  and  creeks,  this  Query  has  becD 
answered  under  the  preceding  one.     [38.] 

QUERY  IV. 

A  noHet  ^f  its  Mcuntainst 

For  the  particular  geography  of  our  mountains  I  must  refer  to 
Fry  and  Jefferson's  map  of  Virginia:  and  to  Evans' analysis  of 
his  map  of  America  for  a  more  philosophical  view  of  them  than 
is  to  be  found  ia  any  other  work.  It  is  worthy  notice,  that  our 
mountains  arc  not  solitary  and  scattered  confusedly  over  the  face 
of  the  country  ;  but  that  they  commence  at  about  150  miles  from 
the  sea-coast,  arc  disposed  in  ridges  one  behind  another,  running 
nearly  parallel  with  the  sea-coast,  though  rather  approaching  it 
as  they  advance  north-east  wardly.  To  the  south-west,  as  the 
tract  of  country  between  the  sca-coaat  and  the  Missisipi  becomes 
narrower,  the  mountains  converge  into  a  single  ridge,  which,  as 
it  approacUes  the  Gulph  of  Mexico,  subsides  into  plain  country, 
and  gives  rise  to  some  of  the  waters  of  that  Gulph,  and  particu- 
larly to  a  river  called  the  Apalachicola,  probably  from  the 
Apalachies,  an  Indian  nation  formerly  residing  on  it.  Hence 
[jj]  the  mountains  giving  rise  to  that  river,  and  seen  from  its 
various  parts,  were  called  the  Apalachlan  mountains,  being  in  fact 
the  end  or  termination  only  of  the  great  ridges  passing  through 
the  continent.  European  geographers  however  extended  the 
Dame  northwardly  as  far  as  the  mountains  extended  :  some  giving 
it.  after  their  separarion  into  different  ridges,  to  the  Blue  ridge, 
olhet»  tu  the  North  mountain,  others  to  the  Allcghaney,  others 
to  the  Laurel  ridge,  as  may  be  seen  by  their  different  maps.  But 
the  (act  I  believe  is,  that  none  of  these  ridges  were  ever  known 
by  that  name  to  the  inhabitants,  either  native  or  emigrant,  but  as 
they  saw  them  so  called  in  European  maps.  In  the  same  direction 
generally  are  the  veins  of  limestone,  coal  and  other  minerals 
hitherto  discovered  :  and  so  range  the  falls  of  our  great  rivers. 
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Jxncs  3sd  PttovfiBic  pcKbaCc  **'T"y*  ifl  tltc  nofcs  of  mow- 
tmatt  ejtw*f4  of  the  Afln^nry.  TlMc  «  WdkcB  ^  ao  water- 
EOBnc      b  k  ia   bet  tfce  i^bc  af  i^  luatij  betwceo  the 

oAcr.     Tk  pwaige  of  fjo]  tke  Kaawaac  *na^  the  Bhie 

Voa  and  oo  %  rtxj  ia^  peim  «f  IbmL  Ob  fov  i^t  coaes  op 
dte  Tfc  ■■■iliioli,  haviBg  mged  alaag  tbe  IboC  of  tbc  oNoaUxn 
•■  hMdwd  Bik»  to  «e^  a  tcbL    Cta  jvmr  left  «fpffo«cl»e«  the 

PMUPWH,  ia  qacit  of  a  pMiTfe  abo.  In  tbe  ■oacBt  o(  tbcir 
)viKtion  tbcy  rmh  logetlKr  a^ant  tbe  tBoaotaia,  rend  it  annder, 
and  put  off  to  the  sea.  Tbe  fine  ^aace  of  tlus  9c«ne  harrici  oar 
leoiei  into  the  opiaioo  that  this  eanh  has  been  created  in  time, 
that  the  moontaiat  were  fonned  first,  that  the  riieis  began  to 
flow  afterwards^  thai  in  this  place  particiilaily  tbey  havr  been 
if^ii"i*Til  op  by  the  Bhie  ridge  of  mouataJM,  and  have  fonned  an 
CKcm  which  filled  the  whole  raUey  ;  dial  coatiwiiag  to  lisc  tber 
hsv«  St  length  broken  over  at  this  spot,  and  hare  torn  the 
Mouolain  down  from  iu  sumoiit  to  its  base.  The  ptteft  of  tock 
on  each  hand,  but  panicuUrljr  on  the  ShenuidoaH,  the  evident 
marks  of  their  dismpture  and  arnUioa  from  their  beds  bjr  the 
■KM  powerful  agents  of  nature,  corroborate  tbe  impression.  Bat 
Ibe  distant  finishing  which  nature  has  gi%'en  to  the  pic-  [31]  ture, 
Uot  !t  very  different  character.  It  is  a  true  contrast  to  the  fore- 
ground. It  is  as  placid  and  deli^i^tful  as  that  is  wild  and 
Irememlout.  for  the  mounuio  being  cloven  asunder,  she 
pfrtcnid  to  your  eye,  through  the  cleft,  a  small  catch  of  smooth 
blue  horizon,  at  an  infinite  distance  in  the  plain  country,  inviting 
you,  ai  il  were,  from  the  riot  and  tumult  roaring  around,  to  pass 
through  the  breach  and  participate  of  the  calm  below.  Here 
Iht  eye  ultimately  composes  itself ;  and  that  way  too  the  road 
happena  actually  to  lead.  Vou  cross  the  Patowmac  above  tbe 
Junction,  |>fl*«  along  iu  lidc  through  the  base  of  the  mountain 
fur  ihffc  tnili?*,  ill  lerrihlc  precipice*  hanging  in  fragments  over 
you,  and  wilhin  alwut  10  miles  reach  Frederic  town  and  the  hne 
country  rotmd  that.  Thiit  scene  is  worth  a  voyage  across  the 
Atlantic.       V'cl  here,  as  tn   the   neighborhood  of   the  natural 


bridge,  are  people  who  have  passed  their  lives  within  half  a 
dozen  miles,  and  have  never  been  to  survey  these  monuments  o( 
a  war  between  rivers  and  mountains  which  must  have  shaken  the 
earth  itself  to  its  centre.' — The  height  of  our  mountains  has  not 
yet  been  fjs]  estimated  wiili  any  degree  oE  exactness.  The 
Allcghancy  being  the  great  ridge  which  divides  the  waters  of  the 
Atlantic  from  those  of  the  Missisipi,  its  summit  is  doubtless  more 
elevated  above  the  ocean  than  that  of  any  other  mountain.  But 
its  relative  height,  compared  with  the  base  on  which  it  stands,  is 

> "  Tbe  rcAectioiu  ]  ww  Ud  into  on  viewing  Ibis  pousafie  of  the  I'otownac 
thro'  the  Btnc  ridge  were,  thai  thii  country  must  have  (uflered  tome  violent 
convaUion,  and  that  ihe  face  of  it  musi  have  been  cbnnged  from  what  it 
probably  was  •ome  ceolurin  (tijo ;  that  the  broken  and  ragged  facet  of  tbe 
moantsin  on  csch  tide  Ihe  rjv«r ;  the  trcmetidwu  rockt,  which  arc  left  with 
ooe  end  fixed  id  the  precipice,  and  tbe  other  jutlinK  out,  uid  iceiniBgly  te*dy 
to  fall  (or  want  of  support,  the  bed  of  ihe  river  for  Mveral  idIIm  below  ob- 
(tncred,  and  filled  with  the  tooae  stones  carried  from  thii  mound  :  in  short, 
ercrythini;  o«  which  you  c*si  your  eye  evidently  demonsiraies  a  disnjpiure  and 
breach  in  the  moanlotn,  and  that,  befoac  this  happened,  what  it  now  a  fraitfol 
vale,  waa  roraurriy  a  great  lake  or  collection  of  water,  which  pcMsihly  mj^t 
have  here  formed  a  mi;;hi]'  cascade,  or  had  its  *eat  to  the  ocean  by  (be  Suqus- 
buuM.  where  the  Blue  ritlge  seemt  to  tenniiiale.  Beddu  tUs,  then  are 
other  parts  of  this  coontry  which  btat  evtdeni  traces  of  a  tike  ooDvalsioa, 
From  the  best  accounts  I  have  been  able  to  obuin,  the  place  where  the  Dels, 
wait  now  flows  throagh  the  Kiltaliony  tnoanlain,  which  b  a  coniinnatian  of 
what  is  calkd  the  Nnilh  rii^e,  or  moontaia,  was  not  its  original  course,  Inil 
that  il  paiaed  through  what  »  now  caltcd  "  the  Wind-(;ap,"  a  place  Mtcnl 
miles  to  ibc  westward,  and  about  a  hiindml  feet  higher  than  the  present  bed 
o<  the  Hver,  This  Wind-gap  is  about  a  mile  broad,  and  the  stones  in  it  such 
as  seem  to  have  been  wajibed  for  ages  by  water  ranuiag  over  them.  Should 
thii  have  lieen  the  case,  there  must  hare  ticea  a  large  take  bejiind  Ihat  monn- 
laiii.  and  by  some  tmcommoo  swell  in  the  waters,  or  by  »orac  coBvnbioo  of 
natatr,  the  hver  mnst  have  opened  its  way  Ihrough  a  different  part  of  the 
Buunlain,  and  meeting  iberc  with  Ins  otMtruction,  carried  away  with  it  lh« 
opposing  moands  of  earth,  and  deluged  iIm  country  twiow  with  the  tniDens« 
collection  of  waters  to  which  this  new  pasMge  gave  vent.  Therv  are  still  r«- 
moining,  and  daily  discovered,  innumerable  iDslances  of  such  a  delude  on  both 
sides  of  ti)e  river,  after  it  passed  the  hills  above  the  falls  of  Trenton,  and 
waAed  lite  Champiign.  On  the  New  Jersey  dde.  which  la  flatter  than  tbe 
Peob^Uania  aide,  all  the  conniry  t*clow  Croswick  hills  teems  to  have  been 
overflowed  to  the  diklance  of  fruni  ten  to  fifteen  milo  htida  from  the  rivet,  ami 
tn  haw  acquired  a  new  wiil  by  the  earth  and  day  brought  dcwa  and  nixed  with 
the  nattve  land.     The  spot  on  which  I'hiladelphis  stands  evidently  appears  to 
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not  BO  great  as  that  of  gome  others,  the  country  rising  behind  the 
successive  ridges  like  the  steps  of  stairs.  The  mountains  of  the 
Blue  ridge,  and  of  these  the  Peaks  of  Otter,  are  thought  to  be  of 
a  greater  height,  measured  from  their  base,  than  any  others  in  our 
country,  and  perhaps  in  North  America.  From  data,  which  may 
found  a  tolerable  conjecture,  we  suppose  the  highest  peak  to  be 
about  4000  feet  perpendicular,  which  is  not  a  fifth  part  of  the 
height  of  the  mountains  of  South  America,'  nor  one  third  of  the 
height  which  would  be  necessary  io  our  hiitude  to  preserve  ice 

be  mwle  graand.     The  dtflerenl  itnia  lhciiu;(h  which  they  pass  in  difsing  to 

wEter,  the  Bcorns,  learn,  ■n<l  somclimci  bntncbea,  which  are  found  abure 
twr«niy  feet  below  the  surfac«,  all  »ecin  to  Hrmonttralc  thi«.  1  am  inianned 
thai  at  Vgrklown  in  Virginia,  in  the  banV  df  York  riv«r,  there  arc  dilTcirnt 
Ktrata  of  thclU  and  earth,  one  aborc  another,  which  seem  to  puinl  out  thai  the 
coantry  there  hu  nndcrgonc  several  changes  :  that  the  sea  lias,  for  ■  succession 
of  agct,  occuped  the  place  whcie  dry  land  now  appears ;  and  that  the  ground 
has  been  suddenly  raised  at  various  periods.  What  a  change  wonid  it  make  in 
the  L-ountry  betow,  iliould  the  mountains  at  Nlagmra,  by  any  aecident,  be  cleft 
asunder,  and  a  pauogc  suddenly  opened  to  drain  off  the  waters  of  Eric  and  the 
upper  lilies  !  While  mminatinE  on  these  subjn:ts.  I  have  often  been  hurried 
away  by  fancy,  and  led  to  imoicine,  that  what  Is  now  the  bay  of  Mexico,  ws 
Mcc  a  champaign  country  ;  and  that  from  the  point  or  cape  of  Florida,  there 
was  a  coniiDued  range  of  roouniAins  through  Cnba,  Hispaniola,  Porto  Rico, 
Martinique,  Ouadaloupe.  llafliadocs.  and  Trinidad,  till  it  reached  the  coaM  of 
America,  and  formed  the  sitorcs  which  bounded  the  ocean,  and  guarded  the 
connlr3>  behind  \  tlial  by  vjtat  conruluoD  or  shock  of  nature,  the  sea  hud 
broken  ihrnugli  the«e  raoundt,  and  deluged  that  vast  plain,  till  it  reached  ll>e 
fool  of  the  Andes;  that  being  iherc  heaped  up  by  the  trade  windt,  always 
blowing  from  one  quarter,  it  biul  fuuad  ita  way  back,  at  it  continucK  to  do, 
through  the  Gulf  between  Klorida  and  Cuba,  carrying  with  it  the  loam  and 
und  it  may  have  scooped  from  the  coantry  it  had  occupied,  part  of  which  il 
may  have  dcpoatted  on  the  shore*  of  North  America,  and  with  pari  formed  the 
banks  of  Newfoundland.  Uut  these  arc  only  the  risiom  of  fancy."— f^AarZr/ 
TAumf^m,  in  af-ftitJix. 

In  the  e^itio«i  of  1853  »  added  the  following  footnote :  "  Herodtitii*,  L  7, 
c.  139,  after  slating  that  Thcstaly  is  a  plain  country  turmunded  by  high 
mountaini,  from  which  there  i«  no  outlet  but  the  fissure  through  which  the 
reneus  dowt.  and  that  according  to  ancient  inulliion  il  had  once  been  an 
entile  lake,  suppose*  thai  6Mure  to  have  been  made  by  an  earthquake  rending 
the  mountain  asunder," 

'  In  the  edition  of  1853  art  footnote  references  at  foUowx:  "  t.  Epoqnes,  434. 
MnBckcnbroek,  Sa,3ia.     a.  Epoijues,  317." 
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io  the  open  air  unmeltcd  tKrough  iKe  year.  The  ridge  of  tnoun* 
tains  next  bc)'ond  ihe  BIul*  ndge,  called  by  us  the  North  moun- 
tain, is  of  the  greatest  extent ;  for  which  reason  they  were  named 
by  the  Indians  the  Endless  mountains.'     [33] 

A  substance  supposed  to  be  rumice.  found  floatins  on  the 
Missisipi,  ha.<i  induced  a  conjecture  that  there  is  a  volcano  on 
fome  of  it&  waters  ;  and  as  these  are  mostly  known  to  their 
sources,  except  the  Missouri,  our  expectations  of  verifying  the 
conjecture  would  of  course  be  led  to  the  mountains  which  divide 

'  U  tlw  edition  of  iSsj.  Uw  fotlowinc  ftddition  is  here  insetted :  "  To  wb*t 
U  here  said  on  tbe  height  of  raounlaini,  mbteqncnt  intonDotian  hu  enabled 
mc  Io  (nraitli  Mnnc  additions  anil  corrrcliont. 

"General  Williams,  a  nephew  of  Dr.  Fmnfctin,  on  a  journey  from  RichoiODd 
by  ibe  wm  and  Red  Si>rin{;%  to  tlte  AlJeghaiiey,  hat  eslimaled  by  baromelrioiL 
otNCXTsdona  the  height  of  some  of  our  ridges  of  mounlainE  abow  the  Ude-watw 
•K  foDowa :  fact 

Tbe  Euteni  hose  of  the  Blue  Ridge  ubjacetil  to  Rockfiih  C«p.  100 

Summit  of  Ibc  m<«intain  adjairent  to  that  Gnp,  t,9s3 

Tlie  valley  comtitutiDg  Ihc  Eastern  Iniis  of  the  Warm  Spring  Moaotain,  943 
Summit  of  ibe  Warm  Spring  Mountain,  '•'47 

Tbe  Wmtcra  ralley  ol  the  Warm  Spring  Mountain,  being  tbe  Caatcro 
bcteof  the  Alleghanry,  949 

Svmmil  uf  the  Alleehaaey.  6  miles  Sootbwest  of  tbe  Red  Sprinf^,  3,760 

"Id  November,  1815,  wilhaRaBuden'itbeodoIilcof  3>3  tncbeandioc, 
with  aooiu  divisions  10  3',  and  a  base  ol  \%  mile  on  the  low  gronnds  of 
Otter  Ktver,  diitnnt  4  miles  from  the  nimmiu  of  the  two  pcakt  of  Otter, 
I  mcasored  geometrical  I  jr  their  hcightf  above  the  water  of  ibc  circr  nl  it* 
bnae,  and  found  that  of  Ibe  shjirp  or  South  pealc,  a,946J{ 

Thai  al  the  flat  or  North  peak,  3,^03)^ 

"  Af  w«  may  with  con6dence  fay  ihai  ibe  bofo  of  the  pealti  is  at  lenst  as  hisb 
■bove  the  lide-waier  at  Richmond  ai  that  of  the  Blue  RMge  U  Rockfish  Gap, 
(befaig  40  milci  farther  westward,)  and  their  highest  summit  of  courM  3.3035^ 
feet  above  thai  Itde-vrarcr,  tt  follows  that  tbe  ninimit  of  the  liigbe»l  peak  is 
MSM  f**l  higher  than  lliat  of  Ihe  Allcghaoey,  u  mcanured  by  General  William*. 

"  The  highecl  of  the  While  Mountain*  in  New  llampUiire,  by  barometrical 
eatimste  madr  by  Captain  Partrid|jte,  w;is  found  to  tre  4,88;  feet  from  its  bnae, 
•o4  tbe  highest  of  the  CaixkiU  mouniains  in  New  York  3,105  feel. 

"  Two  obtervmUons,  with  an  excellent  pocket  icxtjuii,  gave  a  mean  of  37*  flS' 
}0'  for  the  taiitvde  of  the  sharp  peak  of  Oiler, 

"  Bwon  llmnholdt  slates  thai  in  latilnHc  37*  (which  is  nearly  over  medium 
panltcl,)  |<erf>etuai  mow  11  no  where  known  su  low  as  l.aoo  tuises  =  7.671  feet 
above  the  level  o\  the  sea,  and  in  scsgnialtoeal  ratio  nearly  to  Ibe  highest  peak 
of  Oucf," 


ICtt 


THE  WRirn^rcs  of 


ti78± 


But  the  courses  of  the  great  rivers  are  at  right  angles  with  the«?. 
James  and  Patowtnac  penetrate  through  all  the  ridges  of  moun- 
tain* eiutward  of  the  Alleganey.  That  is  broken  by  no  water- 
course.  It  is  in  fact  the  ipine  of  the  country  between  the 
Atlantic  on  one  side,  and  the  Missislpt  and  St.  Laurence  on  the 
other.  The  passage  of  [50]  the  Patowmac  through  the  Blue 
ridge  is  perhaps  one  of  the  most  siiipcndnu-)  scenes  in  nature. 
You  stand  on  a  very  high  point  of  land.  On  your  right  comes  up 
the  Shenandoah,  having  ranged  along  the  foot  of  the  mountain 
an  hundred  miles  to  seek  a  vent  On  your  left  approaches  the 
Patowmac,  in  quest  of  a  passage  also.  In  the  moment  of  their 
junction  they  rush  together  against  the  mountain,  rend  it  asunder, 
and  pass  off  to  the  sea.  The  fintt  glance  of  this  scene  hurries  our 
senses  into  the  opinion  that  this  earth  has  been  created  in  time, 
that  the  mountains  were  formed  first,  that  the  rivers  began  to 
flow  aftcr^-ards,  that  in  this  place  particularly  they  have  been 
dammed  up  by  the  Blue  ridge  of  mountains,  and  have  formed  an 
ocean  which  filled  the  whole  valley  ;  that  continuing  to  rise  they 
have  at  length  broken  over  at  this  spot,  and  have  torn  the 
mountain  down  from  its  summit  to  its  base.  The  piles  of  rock 
on  each  hand,  hut  particularly  nn  the  Shenandoah,  the  evident 
marks  of  their  disrupture  and  avulsion  from  their  beds  by  the 
most  powerful  agents  of  nature,  corroborate  the  impression.  But 
the  distant  finishing  which  nature  has  given  to  the  pic-  [31]  ture, 
is  of  a  very  diffcreot  character.  It  is  a  true  contrast  to  the  fore* 
ground.  It  is  as  placid  and  delightful  as  that  is  wild  and 
tremendous.  For  the  mountain  being  cloven  asunder,  she 
presents  to  your  eye,  through  the  cleft,  a  small  catch  of  smooth 
blue  horizon,  at  an  infinite  distance  in  the  plain  country,  inviting 
you,  as  it  were,  from  the  riot  and  tumult  maring  around,  to  pass 
through  the  breach  and  particijiatc  of  the  calm  below.  Here 
the  eye  ultimately  composes  itself;  and  that  way  too  the  road 
happens  actually  to  lead.  You  cross  the  Patowmac  above  the 
iuncUon,  pass  along  its  side  through  the  base  of  the  mountain 
for  three  miles,  its  terrible  precipices  hanging  in  fragments  over 
you,  and  within  about  ao  miles  reach  Frederic  town  and  the  fine 
country  round  that.  This  scene  is  worth  a  voyage  across  the 
Atlantic.       Yet  here,   as  in   the  neighborhood  of  the   natural 
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which  washes  its  base.  The  entrance  of  the  cave  is,  in  this  side, 
about  two-thirds  of  the  way  up.  It  extends  into  the  earth  about 
300  feet,  branching  into  subordinate  caverns,  soroetiiQcs  ascend- 
ing a  little,  but  more  geo  -[36]  erally  descending,  and  at  length 
tenninates,  in  two  different  places,  at  basons  of  water  of  unknown 
extent,  and  which  I  should  judge  to  be  nearly  on  a  level  with  the 
water  of  the  river  ;  however,  1  do  not  think  they  are  formed  by 
refluent  water  from  that,  because  they  are  never  turbid  ;  because 
they  do  not  rise  and  fall  in  correspondence  with  that  in  limes  of 
flood,  or  of  drought ;  and  because  the  water  is  always  cool.  It  ii 
probably  one  of  the  many  reservoirs  with  which  the  interior  parts 
of  tbe  earth  are  supposed  to  abound,  and  yield  supplies  to  the 
fountaias  of  water,  distinguished  from  others  only  by  being  acces- 
nble.  The  vault  of  this  cave  is  of  solid  lirae-stonc,  from  ao  to 
40  or  50  feet  high  ;  through  which  water  is  continually  perco- 
lating. This,  trickling  down  the  sides  of  the  cave,  has  incnisted 
them  over  in  the  form  of  elegant  drapery  ;  and  dripping  from  the 
top  of  the  vault,  generates  on  that,  and  on  the  base  below,  stalac- 
tites of  a  conical  form,  some  of  which  have  met  and  formed  mas* 
sive  columns. 

Another  of  these  caves  is  near  the  North  mountain,  in  the 
county  of  Frederic,  on  the  lands  of  Mr.  Zane.  The  entrance 
into  this  is  on  the  top  of  an  extensive  ridge  [37].  You  descend 
30  or  40  feet,  as  into  a  well,  from  whence  the  cave  then  extends, 
nearly  horizontally,  400  feet  into  the  earth,  preserving  a  breadth 
of  from  30  to  50  feet,  and  a.  height  of  from  5  to  13  feeL  After 
entering  this  cave  a  few  feet,  the  mercury,  which  in  the  open  aic 
was  50".  ruse  to  57°.  of  Farenheit's  thermometer,  answering  to 
11°.  of  Reaumur's,  and  it  continued  at  thai  to  the  remotest  parts 
of  the  cave.  I'he  uniform  temperature  of  the  cellars  of  the  ob- 
servatory of  Paris,  which  are  90  feet  deep,  and  of  all  subterranean 
cavities  of  any  depth,  where  no  chyrotcal  agents  may  be  supposed 
to  produce  a  factitious  heat,  has  been  found  to  be  10°.  of  Reaa* 
mur,  equal  (o  541°.  of  Farenhelt.  The  temperature  of  the  cave 
atHivc-mcntiuned  so  nearly  corrcspondti  with  this,  that  the  differ- 
ence may  be  ascribed  to  a  difference  of  instruments. 

At  the  Panther  gap,  in  the  ridge  which  divides  the  waters  of 
the  Cow  and  the  Call  pasturc,;is  what  is  called  the  Bhveif^  tape. 
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But  the  courses  of  the  great  livers  are  at  right  angles  with  these. 
Janie«  and  Patowmac  penetrate  through  all  the  ridges  of  inouD- 
tains  eastward  of  the  Allcganey.  That  i»  broken  by  no  water- 
course. It  is  in  fact  the  spine  of  the  country  between  the 
Atlantic  on  one  side,  and  the  Miisisipi  and  St.  Laurence  on  the 
other.  The  passage  of  [30]  the  Paiuwmac  through  the  Blue 
ridge  U  perhaps  one  of  tlie  most  stupendous  scenes  in  nature. 
Vou  stand  on  a  very  high  point  of  land.  On  your  right  come«  up 
the  Shenandoah,  having  ranged  along  the  fool  of  the  mountain 
an  hundred  miles  to  seek  a  vent.  On  your  left  approaches  the 
Fatowmac,  in  quest  of  a  passage  also.  In  the  moment  of  their 
junction  they  rush  together  against  (he  mountain,  rend  it  asunder, 
and  pass  off  to  the  sea.  The  first  glance  of  this  scene  hurries  oar 
senses  into  the  opinion  that  this  earth  has  been  created  in  lime, 
that  the  mountains  were  formed  first,  that  the  rivers  began  to 
flow  afterwards,  that  in  this  place  particularly  they  have  been 
dammed  up  by  the  Blue  ridge  of  mountains,  and  have  formed  an 
ocean  which  filled  the  whole  valley  :  that  continuing  to  rise  they 
have  at  length  broken  over  at  this  spot,  and  have  torn  the 
mountain  down  from  ils  summit  to  its  ba»e.  The  piles  of  rock 
on  each  hand,  but  particularly  on  the  Shenandoah,  ihe  evident 
marks  of  their  disnipture  and  avulsion  from  their  beds  by  the 
most  powerful  agents  of  nature,  corroborate  ihe  impression.  But 
the  distant  linishing  which  nature  has  given  to  the  pic- [31]  ture, 
is  of  a  very  diCEercnt  character.  It  is  a  true  contrast  to  the  fore- 
ground. It  is  as  placid  and  delightful  as  that  is  wild  and 
tremendous.  For  the  mountain  being  cloven  asunder,  she 
presents  to  your  eye,  through  the  cleft,  a  small  catch  of  smooth 
blue  horixon,  at  an  infinite  distance  in  the  plain  country,  inviting 
you,  as  it  were,  from  the  riot  and  tumult  roaring  around,  to  pass 
through  the  breach  and  participate  of  the  calm  below.  Here 
the  eye  ultimately  composes  itself;  and  that  way  too  the  road 
happens  actually  to  leacL  You  cross  the  Palowtnac  above  the 
junction,  pass  along  its  side  through  the  base  of  the  mountain 
for  three  miles,  ill  terrible  precipices  hanging  in  fragmi-nts  over 
you,  and  within  about  10  miles  reach  Frederic  town  and  the  fine 
country  round  that.  This  scene  is  worth  a  voyage  across  the 
Atlantic.       Vet  here,   as  in   the  neighborhood  of  the   natural 
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hridge,  are  people  who  have  passed  their  lives  within  half  a 
dozen  miles,  and  have  nevt^r  been  to  survey  these  monuments  of 
a  war  between  rivers  and  mountains  which  must  have  shaken  the 
earth  ilsclf  to  its  centre.' — The  height  of  our  mountains  has  not 
yet  been  [33]  estimated  with  any  degree  of  exactness.  The 
Allcghancy  being  the  great  ridge  which  divides  the  waters  of  the 
Atlantic  from  those  of  the  Missisipi,  its  summit  is  doubtless  more 
elevated  above  the  ocean  than  that  of  any  other  mountain.  But 
ita  relative  height,  compared  with  the  base  on  which  it  stands,  is 

I  **  Tb«  lefleaioBS  I  wu  led  into  00  viewisc  this  paH«ce  of  the  Potownue 
thro'  the  Blae  ridge  were,  tbal  (hi*  coontr)'  nmU  have  miScTcd  »oioe  viotcnl 
convnloion,  xnA  that  iIk  face  of  it  mn«l  have  b^en  Liunt;«d  froin  what  it 
proboblf  wu  HMD«  ceniuriet  ago  ;  (hat  lh«  bruhen  and  tag^d  fac««  of  the 
BKnmtain  ot^  each  side  the  river ;  the  tretnendovs  rocks,  which  arc  Icfl  with 
one  end  fixed  in  the  precipice,  and  the  other  juttioK  ont.  and  seemii^ly  ready 
10  fall  (or  want  of  support,  the  bed  of  the  hirer  for  jie*et«l  milea  below  ob- 
Mnacied,  aM  filled  with  the  loose  stones  carried  from  this  mound  ;  in  short, 
ererylhing  on  which  you  cast  your  ejre  evidently  dcmonttratea  a  di&ropture  aud 
breach  in  the  moantain,  and  that,  before  thb  happened,  what  ii  now  a  fmitfal 
vale,  waa  fonncrlr  a  great  lake  or  colkclion  of  water,  which  pna^hly  night 
have  here  formed  a  rolEhiy  caM;a(le,  M  bad  its  vent  to  tbe  ocean  by  the  Stoque- 
baasn.  where  ihe  Blue  nd):c  neeiDK  to  terminate.  Besides  this,  there  arc 
other  pajta  of  this  country  which  bear  evident  traces  of  a  Like  convuhioa. 
Pron  the  bc£i  accofinu  I  have  been  able  to  obuin.  the  place  where  the  Dcln- 
wwe  iMw  flowi  Ihroagb  the  Ktttatinnir  Biuoniain.  which  is  a  cnnlinnaliOD  of 
what  it  called  the  North  ridge,  or  mountain,  wa&  not  its  original  coane,  but 
thai  il  paucd  thraugfa  what  is  now  called  "the  Wind-gap,"  a  place  several 
mila  to  the  wealward.  and  aboat  a  hnndred  feel  higher  than  the  prewnt  b*d 
of  tbe  river.  This  Wind-gap  is  about  a  mile  broad,  and  the  stones  in  it  snch 
aa  scesn  to  have  been  washed  for  ages  by  water  running  w^  them.  Should 
thi5  have  been  the  ca»e.  there  must  hive  been  a  larj^  lake  behind  that  moun- 
tain, and  by  lonte  uncommon  ^well  in  the  walcn,  or  by  snme  cucvnUian  uf 
naliitt,  llic  liver  muvt  have  opened  its  way  Ihrongh  a  diilerent  part  of  the 
■KMntain,  and  raccling  there  with  lets  nbctniction,  carried  away  with  it  ilw 
oppodng  movndkof  earth,  and  deluged  the  country  below  with  llie  immense 
ooliarttun  n(  waters  to  which  (his  new  passage  gaie  vent.  There  are  still  re- 
— taint.  >»d  daily  discovered.  iDnumcrabIc  instances  of  luch  a  deluge  on  both 
lUa  of  lb«  irrcr.  after  it  paued  the  hills  above  ibc  fallb  of  Trenton,  and 
wehid  the  Champai^.  On  the  New  Jersey  side,  which  to  flatter  than  the 
Pnniylvutia  side,  all  the  country  below  Croswick  hilh  teems  to  have  been 
•swflowed  to  the  distance  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  milea  back  from  the  river,  and 
In  ba«e  acqaircd  a  new  soil  by  the  earth  and  clay  hrongbt  down  and  mised  with 
the  native  sand.     The  spot  on  whkb  Philadelphia  susds  evidently  tppean  to 
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gave  me  a  violent  head  ach.'  If  the  view  from  the  top  be  painful 
and  intolerable,  that  from  below  is  delightful  in  an  equal  extreme. 
It  is  impossible  for  the  emotions  arising  from  the  sublime  10  be 
felt  beyond  what  they  are  here ;  so  beautiful  an  arch,  so  elevated, 
so  light,  and  springing  as  it  were  up  to  heaven,  the  rapture  of  the 
spectator  is  really  indescribable  !  The  hs^ure  continuing  narrow, 
deep,  and  strcight  [40]  for  a  considerable  distance  above  and 
below  Ihc  bridge,  opens  a  short  but  very  pleasing  view  of  the 
North  mountain  on  one  nde,  and  the  Blue  ridge  on  the  other,  at 
the  distance  each  of  them  of  about  five  miles.  This  bridge  is  in 
the  county  of  Rorkbridge,  (o  which  it  has  given  name,  and  affords 
a  public  and  commodious  passage  over  a  valley  which  cannot  be 
crossed  elsewhere  for  a  considerable  distance.  The  stream  pass- 
ing under  il  is  called  Cedar  creek.  It  is  a  water  of  James  river, 
and  sufficient  in  the  driest  seasons  to  turn  a  grist  mill,  though  its 
fountain  is  not  more  than  two  miles  above.*  [41] 

■  In  the  edition  of  1853,  the  test  from  lliu  point  to  the  end  of  the  pangnph 
it  slt«r«<l  to  rrul :  "and  dcncending  then  to  Ihe  vmllcy  below,  the  •cn*«ltoD 
becomes  dcliuhlTuI  in  il>c  rKtrcmc.  It  is  iiopoisiblc  for  tbc  cmolioot  sxinBg 
Cram  the  lablime  lo  be  felt  beyond  whu  they  are  here :  to  beanilful  an  BTcfa, 
M  almtcd.  to  light,  nod  tipringing  at  it  were  up  to  heaven,  the  nplire  of  the 
K[>eciatof  it  really  indescribable.  The  iiasnrc  catttinucs  deep  and  nomviir,  and 
liJIowttig  the  margin  of  Ihc  tiream  opwanlii,  about  Ihrec-eighlbft  of  a  mile,  ym 
urivc  at  a  linmtonc  cavern,  less  remarkable  for  the  height  and  extent  than 
iboBc  before  de«:rib«d.  Us  entrance  iulo  tbc  bill  is  but  a  (ew  fret  above  the 
bed  of  the  ttrcom.  Thii  liridge  is  in  th«  coanljr  of  Koclihridge,  lo  which  il 
wa*  given  name,  and  affords  a  public  and  commodious  passage  over  a  valley, 
which  cannot  be  crossed  elsewhere  for  s  contldentble  distance.  The  atraun 
paaing  nnder  it  it  oiled  Cedar  Creek.  Il  it  a  water  of  Jama  River,  and 
sufficieni  in  the  drycil  uaioBa  to  lum  a  grin  mill,  thuu^  ita  founUUn  is  not 
noifc  than  two  miles  aborc. 

Thia  deicription  wat  written  after  a  lapae  of  teveral  yean  from  the  time  of 
my  visit  lolhe  bridge,  and  under  an  error  of  recollection  which  rrqeirn  apology, 
for  it  i*  frum  the  bridge  ittelf  thai  ibe  niountatnt  arc  viiiblc  both  ways,  Kttd 
not  Iron  the  bottom  of  the  fiuure,  u  my  imprcuioa  then  was.  The  siatcncnt 
ihercJom  in  the  foerocr  editions  needs  tlie  correctJoDk  here  given  lo  it.  Aagost 
16. 1817." 

*  Don  Ulloa  mentions  a  break,  nmilar  to  this,  in  the  province  of  Angaraet 
in  South  America.  Il  is  from  sixteen  in  Iwenty-two  feet  wide,  one  hundred 
and  Heven  feet  deep,  and  of  1-3  mile*  continmuioe.  £ngltsh  mcfltarc.  ita 
bniadih  at  lop  it  not  semibly  greater  iIuq  ii  bottom.     But  the  following  fact  ia 
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QUERY  VI. 

A  noHee  ef  $he  mimt  and  other  subUrraneom  riches ;  its  trus^ 
fiaHti,/ruiii,  ^(. 

I  knew  a  single  instance  of  gold  found  in  this  state.  It  was 
tntenperscd  in  small  specks  through  a  lump  of  oie  of  about  four 
pounds  weight,  which  yielded  seventeen  pennyweights  of  gold. 
of  extraordinary  ductility.  [43]  This  ore  was  found  on  the  north 
side  of  Rappahanoc,  about  four  miles  below  the  falls.  I  never 
heird  of  any  other  indication  of  gold  in  it»  neighborhood. 

On  the  Great  Kanhaway,  opposite  to  the  mouth  of  Cripple 
crecic,  and  about  twenty-five  miles  from  our  southern  boundary, 
in  the  county  of  Montgomery,  are  mines  of  lead.  The  metAl  is 
mixed,  sometimes  with  earth,  and  sometimes  with  rock,  which 
requires  the  force  of  gunpowder  to  open  it  ;  and  is  accompanied 
with  a  portion  of  silver  too  stnall  to  be  worth  separation  under 

rciD*rk«btc.  ami  vrill  foTDitli  some  l^bl  foi  coojecturiiig  Ihc  probable  origin  of 
oar  nalnrAl  btidge.  "  EsUi  caxa,  iV  cance  cati  cortada  cd  pcna  viva  can  lantft 
prconon,  qoc  las  dcsigualdadcs  licl  un  la«lo  cnininta,  ooirccpondcn  a  las  del 
otTO  lado  mlientes,  como  u  aqu«IU  alum  se  babioc  Kbieno  vxprnameate,  cos 
BB  bndiu  y  tartaoudjdc-t,  |Mn  dtrlc  inmdto  i  loc  aguu  pot  cotrc  l<n  dos 
morsUoan  qac  U  fonnan  :  liendo  tal  eo  i^aldad,  que  si  Uegasca  i  inntarsc  » 
endentahui  nno  con  oita  sin  dcxtar  Imcco."  Not.  Am«r.  il.  $  10.  Don  lUIoa 
iodioet  lo  the  opinion  that  thii  cbanixl  ha&  been  cAeclrH  by  the  wearing  of  llie 
water  which  runs  throtigh  it,  («(hcr  than  that  the  mountain  sho«ihl  have  been 
broken  open  by  any  eonvuHJon  u(  nature.  But  if  il  had  been  worn  by  (he  nin- 
Bing  ol  water,  woutd  not  the  rocks  wtiieh  lorm  the  (idet.  have  been  wom  plain  ? 
Of  if,  neetinc  in  tone  parttwith  veins  of  harder  tiooe,  (he  water  liad  left  promU 
Dcaces  oa  the  one  lide.  would  not  the  same  cause  have  Mnoelimes,  or  petbap& 
feoenJly,  occasioned  promineocck  on  Ibe  other  side  abo  ?  Ycl  Don  UUo*  tells 
mi,  (hilt  00  the  other  aide  there  are  always  correspoodint  cavities,  and  that 
lbe*c  tally  wiih  the  [in»nineDces  *o  perfectly,  that,  were  the  imtt  sides  to  cone 
to^lhrr  ibey  woold  fit  in  all  iheir  indenitire»,  without  leaving  any  void.  I  iblak 
that  ihis  does  not  resemble  the  elTecl  of  runnirii:  water,  but  IooIk  ratber  u  if 
the  (WD  lidei  Iwd  ported  atunder.  The  (ides  ol  the  break,  over  which  is  the 
NainrmI  bridge  of  Viisinia,  coositiiog  of  a  veiny  rock  which  yields  lo  lime,  the 
tiatnmpaaAaaea  bttwoen  the  salient  and  rc-cDlcring  ineqtulities,  if  it  existed  at 
aO.  has  BOW  dittppeared.  This  break  has  the  advintagc  of  the  one  described 
by  Don  Ulloa  In  lU  fineM  cirrumsiaote :  no  portion  in  that  instance  ttaving 
kdd  logciber,  diuing  the  separation  of  the  other  parts,  so  a*  in  fom  a  biidge 
«VCT  tlM  Atryis.— 7".  J. 
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any  process  hitherto  attempted  there.  The  ptoportion  yielded  is 
from  50  to  80  pounds  of  pure  [43J  metal  from  100  pounds  of 
washed  ore.  The  most  common  is  that  of  60  to  100  pounds. 
The  veins  arc  sometimes  most  flaitering,  nt  others  they  disappear 
suddenly  and  totally.  They  entcrihe  side  of  the  hill  and  proceed 
horizonlalty.  Two  of  them  are  wrought  at  present  by  the  public, 
the  best  of  which  is  100  yards  under  the  hill.  Tliese  would  emplojr 
about  50  laborers  to  ad%'anlage.  We  have  not,  however,  more  than 
30  generally,  and  these  cultivate  their  own  com.  They  have  pro- 
duced 60  tons  of  lead  in  the  year ;  but  the  general  quantity  is  from 
30  to  3$  tons.  The  present  furnace  is  a  mile  from  the  ore-bank 
and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  The  ore  is  first  waggoned 
to  the  river,  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  then  laden  on  board  of  canoes 
and  carried  across  the  river,  which  is  there  about  300  yards 
wide,  and  then  again  taken  into  wagons  and  carried  to  the  furnace. 
This  mode  was  originally  adopted  that  they  might  avail  them- 
selves of  a  good  situation  on  a  creek,  for  a  pounding  mill  ;  but  it 
would  be  easy  to  have  the  furnace  and  pounding  mill  on  the  same 
side  of  the  river,  which  would  yield  water,  without  any  dam,  by  a 
canal  of  about  half  a  mile  in  length.  [44]  From  the  furnace 
the  lead  is  transported  130  miles  along  a  good  road,  leading 
through  the  peaks  of  Otter  to  Lynch's  fert)-,  or  Winston's  on 
jamcs  river,  from  whence  it  is  carried  by  water  about  the  same 
distance  to  Westham.  This  land  carriage  may  be  grr»tly  short- 
ened, by  delivering  the  le.nd  on  James  river,  above  the  blue 
ridge,  from  tvhcnce  a  ton  weight  has  been  brought  on  two  canoes. 
The  Great  Kanhaway  has  considerable  falls  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  mines.  About  seven  miles  below  are  three  falls,  of  three 
or  four  feet  perpendicular  each  ;  and  three  miles  above  is  a  rapid 
of  three  mites  continuance,  which  has  been  compared  in  its  de- 
scent to  the  great  fall  of  James  river.  Yet  it  is  the  opinion, 
that  they  raay  be  laid  open  for  useful  navigation,  sc  as  to  reduce 
very  much  the  |K>rtage  between  the  Kanhaway  and  James 
river. 

A  valuable  lead  mine  is  said  to  have  been  lately  discovered  in 
Cumberland,  below  the  mouth  of  Red  river.  The  greatest,  how- 
ever, known  in  the  western  country,  are  the  Missisipi,  extending 
from  the  mouth  of  Rock  nver  150  miles  upwards.     These  are 
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not  wrought,  the  lead  used  in  that  country  being  [45]  from  the 
banks  on  the  Spanish  side  of  the  Missisipt,  opposite  to  Kas- 
kaskia. 

A  mine  of  copper  was  once  opened  in  the  county  of  Amherst, 
on  the  North  »idc  of  Jaraes  river,  and  another  in  the  opposite 
country-,  on  the  South  side.  However,  cither  from  bad  manage- 
ment or  the  poverty  of  the  veins,  they  were  discontinued.  We 
are  told  of  a  rich  mine  of  native  copper  on  the  Otiabache,  below 
the  upper  Wiaw. 

The  mines  of  iron  worked  at  present,  are  Callaway's,  Ross's, 
and  Ballendine's,  on  the  South  side  of  James  river  ;  Old's  on  the 
Nonh  side,  in  Albemarle ;  Miller's  in  Augusta,  and  Zanc's  in 
Frederic.  These  two  last  are  in  the  valley  between  the  Blue 
ridge  and  the  North  mountain.  Callaway's,  Ross's,  Miller's,  and 
Zanc's  m  ke  about  150  Ions  of  bar  iron  each,  in  the  year.  Ross's 
makes  also  about  1600  tons  of  pig  iron  annually  ;  Ballendine's 
1000  :  Callaway's,  Miller's,  and  Zane's,  about  600  each.  Besides 
these,  a  forge  of  Mr.  Hunter's,  at  Fredcrick.sburgh,  makes  about 
300  ions  a  year  of  bar  iron,  from  pigs  imported  from  Maryland  ; 
and  Taylor's  forge  on  Neapsco  of  Patowmac,  works  in  the  same 
way,  but  to  what  extent  I  am  not  informed.  [46]  The  indica- 
tions of  iron  in  other  places  are  numerous,  and  dispersed 
through  all  the  middle  country.  The  toughness  of  the  cast  iron 
fA  Ross's  and  Zone's  furnaces  is  very  remarkable.  Poti  and 
other  utensils,  cast  thinner  than  usual,  of  this  iron,  mny  be  safely 
thrown  into,  or  out  of  the  waggons  in  which  they  are  transported. 
Salt'psDs  made  of  the  same,  and  no  longer  wanted  for  that  pur- 
pose, cannot  be  broken  up,  in  order  to  be  melted  again,  unless 
previously  drilled  in  many  parts. 

In  the  western  country,  we  are  told  of  iron  mines  between  the 
Muskingham  '  and  Ohio;  of  others  on  Kentucky,  between  the 
Cumberland  and  Barren  rivers,  between  Cumberland  and  Tan- 
niasee,  on  Reedy  creek  near  the  Long  island,  and  on  Chesnul 
creek,  a  branch  of  the  great  Kanhaway.  near  where  it  crosses  the 
Carolina  lint.  What  arc  called  the  iron  banks,  on  the  Miast- 
fipi,  are  believed,  by  a  good  judge,  to  have  no  iron  in  them. 
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In  general,  from  irbai  is  hitherto  knoim  of  that  country,  it  seems 
to  want  iron. 

Considerable  quantities  of  black  lead  are  taken  occasionally 
for  use  from  Winterhain  in  tbe  county  of  Amelia.  I  am  not  able^ 
however,  to  gire  a  pirticulai  sute  of  the  [47]  mioe.  There  is 
no  work  established  at  it ;  those  wbo  want  going  and  procuring  it 
for  themselves. 

The  country  on  James  ri%-er.  from  15  to  20  miles  above  Rich- 
mond, and  for  several  miles  nonhward  and  southward,  is  replete 
with  mineral  coal  of  a  very  excellent  quality.  Being  in  the  hands 
of  many  proprietors,  pits  bare  been  opened,  and,  before  the  inter- 
ruption of  our  commerce,  were  worked  to  an  extent  e<iual  to  the 
demand. 

In  the  western  country  coal  is  known  to  be  in  so  many  places, 
as  to  have  induced  an  opinion,  that  the  whole  tract  between  the 
Laurel  mountain,  Missisipi.  and  Ohio,  yields  coal.  It  is  also 
known  in  many  places  on  the  North  side  of  the  Ohio.  Tbe  coal 
at  Pittsburg  is  of  very  superior  quality.  A  bed  of  it  at  (hat  place 
has  been  a6re  since  the  year  1765.  Another  coal-hill  on  the 
Pike-run  of  Monongahela  has  been  afire  ten  years ;  yet  it  has 
burnt  away  about  twenty  yards  only. 

I  have  known  one  instance  of  an  Emerald  found  in  this 
country.  I4S]  .Amethysts  have  been  frequent,  and  chrystals 
common ;  yet  not  in  such  numbers  any  of  them  as  to  be  worth 
seeking. 

There  is  very  good  marble,  and  in  very  great  abundance,  on 
James  river,  at  the  mouth  of  Rockiish.  The  samples  I  have  seen 
were  some  of  them  of  a  white  as  pure  as  one  might  expect  to 
£nd  on  the  surface  of  the  earth  :  but  most  of  them  were  varie- 
gated with  red,  blue,  and  purple.  None  of  it  has  been  ever 
worked.  It  forms  a  very  large  precipice,  which  hangs  over  a 
navigable  part  of  the  river.     It  is  said  there  is  marble  at  Kentucky. 

Rut  one  vein  of  limestone  is  known  betow  the  Blue  ridge. 
Tts  first  appeariince,  in  our  country,  is  in  Prince  William,  iwo 
miles  below  the  Pignut  tidge  of  mountains ;  thence  it  passes  on 
nearly  parallel  with  that  and  crosses  the  Rivaona  about  five 
miles  below  it,  where  it  is  called  the  South-west  ridge.  It  then 
crosses  the   Hardware,  above  the  mouih   of   Hudson's  creek. 
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James  river  at  the  mouth  of  Rockfish,  at  the  marble  quarry  before 
spoken  of,  probably  runs  up  that  river  to  where  it  appears  again 
at  Ross's  iron-works,  and  so  passes  off  south- westward ly  by  Flat 
creek  of  Otter  river.  It  is  never  more  than  one  hundred  yards 
wide.  [49]  Krom  the  Blue  ridge  weslwardly,  the  whole  country 
seems  to  be  founded  on  a  rock  of  UmcstoDC,  besides  infinite 
quantities  on  the  surface,  both  loose  and  fixed.  Tbis  is  cut  into 
beds,  which  range,  as  the  mountains  and  sea-coast  do,  from 
souih-wcfit  to  north  east,  the  lamina  of  each  bed  declining  from 
the  horizon  towards  a  parallelism  with  the  axis  of  the  earth. 
Being  stnick  with  this  observation,  I  made,  with  a  quadrant,  a 
great  number  of  trials  on  the  angles  of  their  declination,  and 
found  them  lo  vary  from  33°.  to  60°.  but  averaging  all  my  trials, 
the  result  was  within  one-third  of  a  degree  of  the  elevation  of  the 
pole  or  latitude  of  the  place,  and  much  the  greatest  part  of  them 
taken  separately  were  little  different  from  that ;  by  which  it  ap- 
pears, that  these  lamina  arc,  in  the  main,  parallel  with  the  axis  of 
the  earth.  In  some  instances,  indeed,  I  found  them  perpendicu- 
lar, and  even  reclining  the  other  way  ;  but  these  were  extremely 
rare,  and  always  attended  with  signs  of  convulsion,  or  other  cir- 
cumstances of  singularity,  which  admitted  a  possibility  of  removal 
from  their  onginal  position.  These  trials  were  made  between 
Madison's  cave  and  the  Patowmac.  [50]  We  hear  of  lime- 
Stone  on  the  Mis-sisipi  and  Ohio,  and  in  all  the  mountainous 
country  between  the  eastern  and  western  waters,  not  on  the 
mountains  themselves,  but  occupying  the  Tallies  between  them.' 


*  In  tlte  vdilSon  of  lBS3,  a  p>n([r«pli  b  here  laiierted,  at  follows : 
**  Adjacenl  to  llw  vein  of  IJni  tlonc  fim  mcniioactl.  01  mt  lean  to  tome  ptrtt 
of  it,  a  ■  vdB  ol  Slate  of  greucr  lireultb  iban  ittM  of  the  Ume  stone,  tocnelimeA 
nucd  with  it.  The  Dtighbnttiood  o[  these  veins  of  lime  clone,  And  stale,  tuid 
Af  line  stone  and  Khbt,  between  the  Xortli  Mountain  and  Blue  Ritlgc,  coin- 
cides with  Ihe  following  oh»erva(ionii  ol  Bongner,  while  in  Peru ;  I^  marhrt 
«W  tre*  roramun  car  Ic  bord  de  plu>ieun  de  cm  rit-tcTN  :  on  y  voit  auai  dea 
roclicr*  tt'tininitr  A  f  aj  louveni  «ru  oceakicm  d'j  obtervcr  le  gnnde  afTinile  qa'il 
J  ■  fBtic  CCS  drm  lotlca  dc  pierre.  J'avoit  deja  («t  celle  rcmaniiie  dans  la 
Cvddlcrc.  Lea  rodwr^  dc  marbre  ri  d'ardobc  s'jr  touchcnt  wavcnt.  ct  j'en  al 
ra  <|il  efoit  ardoiK  par  une  alremitd  ol  marbre  parfait  par  I'auire.  Toales 
lea  toi*  t\\u  <\»i\\  ■ur«icii(  un  honreaa  uir  piertenx  analogue  i  rardotsc  et  en 
utit  le>  fcuiUc*,  il  rend  tout  le  Tuchei  pltu  compatic  el   pltu  dur ;  le  rochet 
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Near  the  eastern  foot  of  the  North  mountain  are  imnicnse 
bodies  of  Schist,  containing  impressions  of  shells  in  a  van'pty  of 
forms.  I  havr  received  petrifird  shells  of  very  different  kinds 
from  ihc  first  sources  of  Kentucky,  which  bear  no  resemblance 
to  any  I  have  ever  seen  on  the  tide-waters.  It  is  said  '  that  shells 
are  found  in  the  Andes,  in  South- America,  fifteen  thousand  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  ocean.  This  is  considered  by  many,  both 
of  the  learned  and  unlearned,  as  a  proof  of  an  universal  deluge. 


cane  d'etre  de  I'udoise  ponr  deventr  du  marbR.  Um  pierre  Element  dU- 
trtUi^c  p«r  fcuUla  iiu'oit  notnine  KkiU.  «t  msm  ui)eitc  i  ccttc  tnailoniiaiMMi. 
Quct(]iiefuU  ce  ne  lunt  ptu  uintilcincal  ilci  fcoilla  qui  »e  Mnidcbt  cntr*eUcs  aa 
quuiicf  dc  ccttc  pietrc  xc  joint  cnmme  an  h«t«rd  mvec  au  mnlxc.  Si  Ic  toot  e»t 
ousil?  txpoK  i  I'action  du  gramr  &  dcs  caillotTx  roa)»  pir  tin  cao  coHrantc, 
ct  qu'il  rcfoive,  one  lorte  d'arrondLnement  qui  te  rendv  \  peu  pr^  syllndriqae, 
il  prcnd  toules  la  spparaicesd'antnmcd'aibre  ;  ct  ilr^tmemequelqaefoislr^ 
dlflcilc  dc  DC  s'r  pu  trouper.  Jc  fns  uis  fachc  dc  nc  pouroir  porlar  avcc  mot 
DM  de  ccs-eapeces  de  uonc  qoe  je  iroaraj  dans  une  nvioc  cntra  Cuaaacu  cl  U 
Plata,  au  pied  d'iin«  eoliine  nommtf  U  Sobida  d«I  Fraylc.  Celoil  un  raoTceau  de 
marbiY  qui  avoit  ao  pouces  de  lM)|{uctir  snr  17  ou  iSilcdiainctrc  ;  on  diKlinfcnflol 
camme,  let  fibre*  do  boix,  la  suiiace  proenle  des  noeuds  de  divcne*  tonnes  ; 
le  coDlcuT  memc  da  inmc  etoit  egsletncnt  proprc  i  en  impoccr.  II  y  avoit  an 
enfanceineDl  d'an  colif  qui  (onaoit  on  angle  reatnni.  cl  unc  saillio  da  cote 
oj^KHC.  Je  ne  t^vois  qu'en  penser.  de  memc  que  lc«  pctsunne;!  qui  m'ac- 
oompaEnoienL  Je  ne  rcattu  enfin  a  nic  deader,  qii*en  jcttaai  lc«  ycna  but 
d'autru  qautien  dc  schiie  que  ctotent  aupr«s.  qoj  comraenfoienl  &  itrcndrc 
lc«  tncmca  appamices,  mail  <iui  n'etotent  pa»  encore  dan*  nn  eut  A  pouvoit 
jettcr  dans  i'errcur,  ct  an  conlraire  tn'eclaircrcnl  aur  U  nature  du  anort«an 
de  raarbre.  On  pretend  qo'entre  lea  diScreo*  bou  c'est  le  Rayac  qui  k  petrtfie 
le  phu  aiteroent.  On  m'auuroit  que  je  vcnoU>  andevoa  de  Mocnpaa  one 
croU  doni  toBi  te  haul  de  Tarbn  eioii  encore  d*  ce  trais  pvodcnt  que  Ic  baa 
etoit  nclleatent  de  la  pierre  1  ftuil.  Pliuiean  perwnoes  nt'oAmerent  ea 
•«oit  lire  da  leu.  Lonque  jc  pasaai  dans  cei  cndroit  on  me  conBrma  la  mente 
cboae  ;  na»  on  tt'afouta  qn'unc  cnic  atraurdinaire  avoil  lalt  lombcr  la  croix 
dana  la  riviere,  il  f  avuit  b  a  7  an*.     Page  aciii." 

*  In  the  edition  of  1653  is  a  (oolnole,  an  below  : 

"  Ob  laliaac  aulhorily,  il  hoi  been  laid  ?  figuguer,  the  boA  wiliten  recpcct- 
in^  tbe  Andea,  ipealunc  of  Pcni,  nys :  '  Oa  n'y  distinf^e  ancuo  nslige  des 
I^Tandcs  inondatioiu  qui  ont  laiwe  tanidetaan)octdaaitautcalcaautnfcncton. 
J'ai  (all  luiii  moo  p<Kdblc  poor  7  decouvrlr  quelque  coquillc.  tnait  loujoors 
iaulileaicn!  apparammenl  que  ks  moMB£oc  du  PcnMi  aonl  tnip  hanlea.' 
Boiicncf,  XV.  See  4  CUvigcra,  Di*.  3,  g  i.  Sees  Epoqnea,  16B.  i  Lpoquck, 
4*S.- 
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To  the  many  considerations  opposing  this  opinion,  the  following 
tn&y  be  sdded.  The  atmosphere,  and  all  its  conlenis,  whether 
of  water,  air,  or  other  mailers,  gravitate  to  the  earth  ;  that  is  to 
say,  they  have  weight.  Experience  tells  us,  that  the  weight  of  all 
these  together  never  exceeds  that  of  a  column  of  mercury  of  31 
inchei$  height,  which  is  equal  to  one  of  rain  water  of  35  feet  high. 
If  the  whole  contents  of  the  atmosphere,  then,  were  water,  [51] 
instead  of  what  they  are,  it  would  cover  the  globe  but  35  feet 
deep  ;  but  as  the^  waters,  as  they  fell,  would  run  into  the  seas, 
the  superficial  measure  of  which  is  to  that  of  the  dry  parts  of  the 
globe,  OS  two  to  one,  the  seas  would  be  raised  only  53^  feet  above 
ihcir  present  level,  and  of  course  would  overflow  the  lands  to  that 
height  only.'  In  Virginia  this  would  be  a  very  stnall  proportion 
even  of  the  champaign  country,  the  banks  of  our  tidewaters  being 
frequently,  if  not  generally,  of  a  greater  height.  Deluges  beyond 
this  extent,  then,  as  for  instance  to  the  North  mountain  or  to  Ken- 
tuckey,  seem  out  of  the  laws  of  nature.  But  within  it  they  may 
have  taken  place  to  a  greater  or  less  degree,  in  proportion  to  the 
combination  of  natural  causes  which  may  be  supposed  to  have 
produced  theoL  History  renders  probably  some  instances  of  a 
partial  deluge  in  the  country  lying  round  the  Mediterranean  sea. 
It  has  been  often'  supposed,  and  it  is  not  unlikely,  that  that  sea 
was  [51]  once  a  lake.  While  such,  let  us  admit  an  extraordinary 
collection  of  the  waters  of  the  atmosphere  from  the  other  parts 
of  the  globe  to  have  been  discharged  over  that  and  the  countries 
whose  waters  run  into  it.'  That  lake  '  may  thus  have  been  so  raised 
as  to  overflow  the  low  lands  adjacent  to  it,  as  those  of  Kgypt  and 
Annenia,  which,  according  to  a  tradition  of  the  Egyptians  and 
Hebrews,  were  overflowed  about  3300  years  before  the  Christian 
sera  ;  those  of  Anica,  said  to  have  been  overflowed  in  the  time  of 
Ogyges,  about  500  years  later  ;  and  those  of  Thcssaly,  in  the  time 


*  la  the  rilition  of  \%\y  11  s  footnote  reference  lo  "  s  Epoques,  378." 

*  1.  ftuBnn   E|>o({ucs,  96, —  T.  J. 
'!■  Ibc  edition  of  1787  in  here  added  ; 

"Or  without  nippo«in|>  il  n  lake,  adroll  luch  an  exusordinsry  coUccttoa  of 
llw  wKtert  of  llw  ■inonphere,  and  «a  influx  from  ihc  AtUnlic  ocean,  (grc«d  by 
lOag-eoolinBcd  Western  windt." 

*  la  the  edition  of  1653  thift  puiage  itada,  "  That  take  or  thu  lea." 
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of  Deucalion,  still  300  years  postcitor.'  But  such  deluges  as  these 
will  not  account  for  (he  shells  found  in  the  higher  lands.'  BcMdcs 
the  usual  process  for  generating  shells  by  the  elaboration  of  earth 
and  water  in  animal  vessels,  may  not  nature  have  provided  an 
equivalent  operation,  by  passing  ihc  same  materials  through  the 
pores  of  calcareous  earths  and  stones  ?  As  wc  see  calcareous  drop- 
stoncs  generating  every  day  by  the  percolation  of  water  through 
limt-stonc,  and  new  marble  forming  in  the  quarries  from  which 
the  old  ha$  becD  taken  out,  which  x-i  said  to  be  the  case  in  the 
quarries  [5^]  of  Italy.  Is  it  more  difficult  for  nature  to  shoot  the 
calcareous  juice  into  the  form  of  a  shell,  than  oilier  juices  into  the 
forms  of  Chrystals.  plants,  animals,  according  lo  the  conslniclion 
of  the  vessels  through  which  they  pass?  There  is  a  wonder  some- 
where. Is  it  greatest  on  this  branch  of  a  dilemma,  or  on  that 
which  supjKHivs  the  creation  of  such  a  body  of  water,  and  its  sub- 


■  !■  Ike  edition  of  1O53  ■  footnote  tdds : 

"  Five  dHiigcs  &re  enumerated  by  Tfcnophoo,  the  author  of  iW  trwt  de 
EtiafTiKJt  in  ttinc  ward*  :  *  InnndAlionei  plnm  (acre.  Prima  novinmrk 
iottudmUo  lemnim  tub  pn»co  O^^t.  Secundu  nilbc»  nicnitnni,  »!>  vE|;ypttis 
Hctcole  ri  I'rotnctheo.  Btinestris  atitein,  Mb  Ogy^  Allico  in  Ach&is.  Tri- 
meUu  The^salin.  sub  Dcacalionc.  P&r  Pharanka,  sub  Proico  Acgyptlo  in 
tapli*  Helcnx.'" 

*Thc  lent  Irom  ihis  poini  to  the  end  of  (be  pongraph  JelTenoa  cancdled  ia 
1786,  priitling  tiKo  new  leaves  which  he  Mibailuied  by  inwrtion  in  f^lsce  u(  (be 
P^K^  5>~4  "^  die  original,  in  aoroc  copto  {tf.  note,  p^  61).  TUa  nhange  «w 
embodied  in  llie  edition  of  1 787.     The  new  teat  wan  a*  (dIIow«  : 

"  A  Mcond  opinion  hat  1>een  «nterutD«(l ;  which  h  that.  Id  timw  sntertor  to 
the  remrdi  either  of  history  or  trudiiion,  the  bed  of  ibe  ocnn,  the  principal 
raidence  of  the  ihelled  tribe,  hat.  by  «uin«  great  convninon  of  nature,  been 
heaved  lo  the  heights  at  which  «c  now  Itnil  shelU  &  other  rtnaina  of  marine 
aninaU.  The  favourers  u(  thi>  opinion  du  well  to  mppcnc  the  great  cvenia  on 
which  it  mU  to  haie  taken  place  beyond  alt  the  irni*  of  hiitory  ;  for  viilhin 
tbe»e  certainly,  none  inch  are  to  he  fnuttd  ;  h.  w«  may  vcnlure  to  auy  fuither 
that  DO  fact  ha*  taken  pJace.  dib>r  In  our  own  days,  ur  In  the  iht^asandfl  of 
years  rtcorded  in  hiklory,  which  jirovo  the  existence  of  any  namrml  agents, 
within  or  wiihcnit  (Jw  bowcU  of  the  earth,  of  lore*  tafficienl  to  heave,  to  the 
het^t  of  is.ooo  feet,  nch  massci  as  the  Andet.  The  diffen-ace  between  the 
power  neeciiary  to  produce  ffuch  an  effect,  ft  Ihal  which  ahufllrd  tof[eibcT  the 
dificrent  pan*  of  Calabria  in  our  days,  b  so  immcnie.  ibat,  Iraffi  the  ntitenee 
of  (be  latter  we  are  not  authorised  tu  infer  that  of  the  (wmer. 

"  M.  dc  Voltain,  haa  tn^gcsted  a  ihlrd  solution  of  ihlt  difficalty.    (QueU. 
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sequent  anoihilalion  ?  Have  not  Naturalists  already  brought 
themselves  (o  believe  much  stranger  things  }  Thus,  they  seriously 
concur  in  the  opinion  that  those  immense  bills  and  plains  of  mar- 
ble to  be  found  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  nay  the  very  foun- 
dation of  the  earth  itself,  which  is  of  limestone  io  large  tracts  of 
this  country,  and  probably  of  oibers,  and  has  been  found  here  to 
continue  solid  to  the  depth  of  300  feet,  farther  than  vhich  we 
have  not  penetrated,  that  these,  I  say,  and  all  other  calcareous 
bodies,  are  animal  remains.  Monsieur  de  Voltaire,  who  seems 
first  to  have  suspected  that  shells  mif(ht  grow  unconnected  with 
animal  bodies,  specifies  an  instance  in  a  particular  place  in  France, 
which  has  never  yet,  as  far  as  1  have  heard,  been  disproved  or 
denied.  [54] 

There  is  great  abundance  (more  especially  when  you  approach 
the  mountains)  of  sionc.  white,  blue,  brown,  &c.,  fit  for  the  chisel. 


VBCycI.  Coquillei)  he  die*  an  iuluice  in  Tounine.  when,  ui  the  space  of  9o 
|can,  I  particular  spot  of  cMib  hx]  bevn  twice  mctwiiorpboictl  in  tosofl  stone, 
whicli  h«il  become  hard  when  employed  in  buiMing :  in  this  stone,  shcUs  of 
nrints  Idndi  were  procloccd,  di9ca\-crahle  st  first  only  wtlh  the  microftcope, 
tnl  ahenranli  gmtriag  with  the  ttone.  From  thi«  Uci.  I  Mippote,  he  would 
have  u*  inter  ihkl  liaidcfe  the  usnal  process  loe  gencnttiitg  ihclk  tiy  ihe  etabork 
tion  of  estth  and  water  in  »tiiiaal  viasels,  nature  nia^r  have  {iruvittcd  an  eijaiva- 
Unt  operation,  by  punog  ihe  sttnc  nutciials  through  ihc  pore»  of  calcareous 
eanht  and  iIoims  ;  at  we  see  calcareous  drop  slooci  ^neraiiiig  ^vcry  day  by 
pereiilation  of  water  through  limeitone,  and  new  maible  (oimiag  in  the 
quarries  from  which  the  old  has  been  taken  out ;  and  it  might  be  asked 
vhetbcr  it  is  more  difficult  fof  ntturv  lo  shoot  the  otlcateoo^  jnicc  into  the  form 
of  a  shetl.  than  other  juices  into  the  ronna  of  chryilals,  planta,  aAimalx.  accord- 
ing Io  the  cooslnidion  o(  the  vessels  through  which  ibey  pa»?  There  is  a 
wonder  tomewhere.  It  it  greatest  on  thit  branch  of  the  dilemma:  on  that 
vUdi  BBppose*  the  existence  uf  a  power  oi  which  we  have  no  evidence  in  any 
ethv  cue  1  or  im  the  fint  vhicfa  requires  us  lo  believe  the  creation  oT  a  body  of 
wMer.  end  It's  subsequent  annihilation  r  The  esubliahmcnl  of  the  ioataace. 
dted  by  M.  de  Voluirc.  of  the  growth  of  sheik  oiutiached  (0  animal  bodies, 
would  have  been  llutt  of  hii  iheory.  Bui  Itc  hat  nol  cttitMislicd  it.  He  has 
n»I  CTcn  lef(  it  on  gruund  f^i  respectable  oa  to  have  renderetl  it  an  abject  of 
Mtqutry  to  th«  literati  of  his  own  connlry.  Ahondoninic  this  (act  therefore,  the 
three  hypochirtes  ate  equally  unuiiaTactory ;  &  we  muu  be  contented  lo 
nckuowledge  that  this  gnat  phenomenoa  is  as  yet  unsolved.  Ignorance  is 
pnlcnblc  to  error :  A  he  is  less  remote  from  the  tnth  wbo  heKcves  nolhinc> 
ikaa  ha  who  bclicrcs  what  is  wronc-" 


ISO 


THE  WRITINGS  OP 


[«78i 


good  mil&tone,  such  also  as  stands  the  fire,  and  slatestone.  We 
are  told  of  flints,  fit  for  gunflints,  on  the  Meherrin  in  Bninawic, 
on  the  Missisipi  between  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  and  fCaskas- 
kia,  and  on  others  of  the  western  waters.  Isinglass  or  mica  is  in 
several  places;  loadstone  also:  and  an  Asbestos  of  a  ligneous 
texture,  is  sometimes  to  be  met  with. 

Marie  abounds  generally  :  A  day,  of  which,  like  the  Stur- 
bridge  in  Kngland,  bricks  are  made,  which  will  resist  long  the 
violent  action  of  tire,  has  been  found  on  Tuckahoc  creek  of 
James  river,  and  no  doubt  will  be  found  in  other  places.  Chalk 
U  said  to  be  in  Botetourt  and  Bedford.  In  the  latter  county  is 
some  earth  believed  to  be  Gypseous.  Ochres  are  found  in  %-arious 
pans. 

In  the  limestone  country  arc  many  cavca,  the  earthy  floors 
of  which  are  impregnated  with  niLre.  Un  Rich  creek,  a  branch 
of  the  Great  Kanhaway  about  60  miles  below  the  lead  mines, 
is  a  very  large  one,  about  30  yards  wide,  and  entering  a  hill 
a  quarter  or  half  a  mile.  The  vault  is  of  rock,  frora  9  to 
[55]  '5  0'  *°  '•^^  above  the  floor.  A  Mr.  Lynch,  who  gives  mc 
this  account,  undertook  to  extract  the  nitre.  Besides  a  coat  of 
the  salt  which  had  formed  on  the  vault  and  floor,  he  found  the 
earth  highly  impregnated  to  the  depth  of  seven  feet  in  some 
places,  and  generally  of  three,  everj'  bushel  yielding  on  an  aver- 
age three  pounds  of  nitre.  Mr.  Lynch  having  made  about  1000 
pounds  of  the  salt  from  it,  consigned  it  to  some  others,  who  have 
iiDce  made  to,ooo  lb.  They  have  done  this  by  pursuing  the 
cave  iato  the  hill,  never  trying  a  second  time  the  earth  they 
have  once  exhausted,  to  see  how  far  or  soon  it  receives  an- 
other impregnation.  At  least  fifty  of  these  caves  are  worked  on 
the  Greenbriar.  There  are  many  of  them  known  on  Cumberland 
river. 

The  country  westward  of  the  Alteghaney  abounds  with  springs 
of  common  salt.  The  most  remarkable  we  have  heard  of  are 
at  Bullet's  lick,  the  Big  bones,  the  Blue  licks,  and  on  the  North 
fork  of  Holslon.  The  area  of  Biiltct's  lick  is  of  many  acres. 
Digging  the  earth  to  the  depth  of  three  feet  the  water  begins  to 
boil  up,  and  the  deeper  you  go,  and  the  drier  the  weather,  the 
stronger  is  the  brine.     A  thousand  gallons  of  water  [j6]  yield 
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from  0,  bushel  to  a  bushel  and  a  half  of  salt,  which  is  about  80  lb. 
of  water  to  one  lb.  of  salt ;  but  of  sea  water  15  lb.  yield  one 
lb.  of  salt.  So  that  sea  water  is  more  than  three  times  as  strong 
as  that  of  these  springs.  A  salt  spring  has  been  lately  discovered 
at  the  Turkey  foot  on  YoKogany,  by  which  river  it  is  o%'crf1owed, 
except  at  very  low  water.  Itit  merit  is  not  yet  known.  Dtinning's 
lick  is  also  as  yet  untried,  but  it  is  supposed  to  be  the  best  on 
this  side  the  Ohio.  The  salt  springs  on  the  margin  of  the 
Onondago  lake  are  said  to  give  a  satinc  taste  to  the  waters  of  the 
lake. 

There  are  several  Medicinal  springs,  some  of  which  are  in- 
dnbttably  efficacious,  while  others  seem  to  owe  their  reputation 
as  much  to  fancy  and  change  of  air  and  regimen,  as  to  their  real 
virtues.  None  of  them  having  undergone  a  chemical  analysis  in 
skilful  bands,  nor  been  so  far  the  subject  of  observations  as  to 
have  produced  a  reduction  into  classes  of  the  disorders  which 
they  relieve  ;  it  ts  in  my  power  to  give  little  more  than  an  enu- 
meration of  them. 

The  most  efficacious  of  these  are  two  springs  in  Augusta,  near 
the  first  sources  of  James  [57]  river,  where  it  is  called  Jackson's 
fiver.  They  rise  near  the  foot  of  the  ridge  of  mountains,  gen- 
erally called  the  WarmspriDg  mountain,  but  in  the  maps  Jacksons 
mountains.  The  one  distinguished  by  the  name  of  the  Warm- 
spring  and  the  other  of  the  Hot-spring.  The  Warmspring 
issues  with  a  very  bold  stream,  sufficient  to  work  a  grist-mill 
and  to  keep  the  waters  of  its  basin,  which  is  30  feet  in  diameter 
at  the  vital  warmth,  viz.  96°.  of  Farenheit*s  thermometer.  The 
matter  with  which  these  waters  are  allied  is  very  volatile  :  its 
smell  indicates  it  to  be  sulphureous, as  also  does  the  circumstance 
of  its  turning  silver  black.  They  relieve  rheumatisms.  Other 
complaints  also  of  very  different  natures  have  been  removed  or 
lessened  by  Ihem.  It  rains  here  four  or  6ve  days  in  every 
week. 

The  I/ol-spring  is  about  six  miles  from  the  Warm,  is  much 
smaller,  and  has  been  so  hot  as  to  have  boiled  an  egg.  Some 
believe  its  degree  of  heat  to  be  lessened.  It  raises  the  mercury 
in  Parenhcit's  thermometer  to  tia  degrees,  which  is  fever  heat. 
It  sometimes  relieves  where  the  Warmspring  foils.     A  fountain 


of  cotnmoD  water,  issuiog  within  a  few  inches  of  its  margin,  gives  it 
a  singular  ap  -{53]  pearance.  Comparing  the  temperature  of  these 
with  that  of  the  Hot-springs  of  Kamschalka,  of  which  Krachinin- 
nikow  gives  an  account,  the  difference  is  very  great,  the  latter 
raising  the  mercury  to  300°.  which  is  within  1 2'^.  of  boiling  water. 
These  springs  are  very  much  resorted  to  in  spite  of  a  total  want 
of  accommodation  for  the  sick.  Their  waters  are  strongest  in  the 
hottest  months,  which  occasions  their  being  visited  in  July  and 
August  principally. 

The  Swecl  springs  are  in  the  county  of  Boielourt,at  the  eastern 
foot  of  the  Allcghancy,  about  42  miles  from  the  Warm-springs. 
They  are  still  le*s  known.  Having  been  found  to  relieve  cases  in 
which  the  others  had  been  ineffectually  tried,  it  is  probable  their 
composition  is  difFcrenL  They  are  different  also  in  their  tem- 
perature, being  as  cold  as  common  water  ;  which  is  not  mentioned, 
however,  as  a  proof  of  a  distinct  impregnation.  This  is  among 
the  first  sources  of  James  river. 

On  Patowmac  river,  in  Berkeley  county,  above  the  North 
mountain,  are  Medicinal  springs,  much  more  frequented  than 
those  of  Augusta.  Their  powers,  however,  are  leas,  the  waters 
weakly  mineralized,  and  scarcely  [59]  warm.  They  arc  more 
visited,  because  situated  in  a  fertile,  plentiful,  and  populous 
country,  better  provided  with  accommodations,  always  safe  from 
the  Indiana,  and  nearest  to  the  more  populous  States. 

In  Louisa  county,  on  the  head  waters  of  the  South  Anna  branch 
of  York  river,  arc  springs  of  some  medicinal  virtue.  They  arc 
not  much  used  however.  There  is  a  weak  Chalybeate  at  Rich- 
mond ;  and  many  others  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  which 
are  of  too  little  worth,  or  too  little  note,  to  be  enumerated  after 
those  bcf ore-men  lioncd. 

We  are  totd  of  a  Sulphur-spring  on  Howard's  creek  of  Green- 
briar,  and  anolhcr  at  Booosborough  on  Kentuckey. 

In  the  low  grounds  of  the  Great  Kanhaway.  7  miles  above  the 
mouth  of  Elk  River,  and  67  above  that  of  the  Kanhaway  itself,  is 
a  hole  in  the  earth  of  the  capacity  of  30  or  40  gallons,  from  which 
issues  coottantiy  a  (Mtuminous  vapoar '  in  so  strong  a  current  as 

'  AlicrM  to  edition  of  1853  to :  "  a  guMMis  Mreun  lo  strong  4s  lo  give  to 
the  uiul,"  rtc. 
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to  give  to  the  sand  about  its  orifice  the  motion  which  it  has  io  a 
boiling  spring.  On  presenting  a  lighted  candle  or  torch  within 
i8  inches  of  (he  hole  it  flames  up  in  a  column  of  tS  inches  in 
diameter,  and  four  or  five  feet  [60]  height,  which  sometimes  bums 
out  in  70  minutes,  and  at  other  times  has  been  known  to  continue 
three  days,  and  then  has  been  still  left  burning.'  The  llame  is  un- 
steady, of  the  density  of  that  of  burning  spirits,  and  smells  like 
burning  pit  coal.  Water  sometimes  collectis  in  the  basin,  which  is 
remarkably  cold,  and  is  kept  in  ebullition  by  the  vapor  i&suiag 
through  it.  If  the  vapor  be  fired  in  that  state,  the  water  soon  be- 
comes so  warm  that  the  hand  cannot  bear  it,  and  evaporates  wholly 
in  a  short  time.'  This,  with  the  circumjacent  lands,  is  the  property 
of  his  Excellency  General  Washington  and  of  General  Lewis. 

There  is  a  similar  one  on  Sandy  river,  the  flame  of  which  is  a 
column  of  about  13  inches  diameter,  and  3  feet  high.  General 
Clarke,  who  informs  me  of  it,  kindled  the  vapour,  staid  about  an 
hour,  and  left  it  burning. 

The  mention  of  uncommon  springs  leads  me  to  that  of  Syphon 
foanuins.     There  is  one  of  these  near  the  intersection  of  Lord 


a-       c 
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Fairfax's  boundary  wiih  the  North  mountain,  not  far  from  Brock** 
gap,  on  the  stream  of  which  is  a  grist-mill,  which  grinds  two  bushels 

*  1»  edbkn  ol  lft$3  b  a  footnote  rcfanoc*  to  "  s  Efrnqvcs,  138.  1)9.** 

*  In  the  edition  «>(  1853  i»  hcK  ttuerted  :  "  Tbii  gucow  flwid  b  |>rohabl]r 
faUUaubIc  kir,  the  h/dragcne  of  the  dcw  cbenlsiry.  which  we  know  will  kiadlc 
on  nixtog  wiih  ibc  oxrgeBottt  portion  of  the  atmospheric  air,  and  th«  appUcK- 
tioo  d(  flame.  It  tuny  he  produced  by  the  dccompotilicm  ol  watcrorof  pyrilca, 
witkin  the  boilr  of  the  hill." 
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[61]  of  grain  at  every  flood  of  the  spring  ;  another,  near  the  Cow- 
pastiire  river,  a  mile  and  a  half  below  its  confluence  with  the  Bull- 
pasture  river,  and  i6or  17  milesfTom  Hoi-fipringa,  which  inlennits 
once  in  every  twelve  hours ;  one  also  near  the  mouth  of  the  North 
HolstOQ.' 

After  these  may  be  mentioned  the  Natural  Wtll  on  Ihe  lands 
of  a  Mr.  Lewis  in  Frederick  county.  It  is  somewhat  larger  than 
a  common  well ;  the  water  rises  in  it  as  near  the  surface  of  the 
earth  as  in  the  neighboring  artificial  wells,  and  is  of  a  depth  as  yet 
unknown.  It  is  said  there  is  a  current  in  it  tending  sensibly 
downwards.  If  this  be  true,  it  probably  feeds  some  fountain,  of 
which  it  is  the  natural  reservoir,  distinguished  from  others,  like 
that  of  Madison's  cave,  by  being  accessible.  It  is  used  with  a 
bucket  and  windlass,  as  an  ordinary  well. 

A  complete  catalogue  of  the  trees,  plants,  fruits,  &c.  is  prob- 
ably not  desired.  I  will  sketch  out  those  which  would  prin* 
cipally  attract  notice,  as  being  t.  Medicinal,  2.  Esculent,  3. 
Ornamental,  or  4.  Useful  for  fabrication  ;  adding  the  Linnsan  to 
the  (topular  [63]  names,  as  the  latter  might  not  convey  precise 
information  to  a  foreigner.  I  shall  confiDe  myself  too  to  native 
plants. 

*  In  the  edition  ol  1853,  %  paragnph  i>  here  iDKrte«1.  u  followi : 

"  We  arc  lold  Ibat  during  a  |[tcal  atorm  on  Ihc  351)1  ol  Decerolier,  1798,  the 
Sjiphon  F<wnuiit,  near  ibe  mouth  of  the  Norlh  Hottton,  cCMwd  and  ■  fpnng 
broke  oat  abotil  too  (eel  bigher  up  Ihe  hill."*  Syphon  fooittsinfe  have  been 
otpluned  by  rapposiofi  (be  duel  which  leads  (roni  the  reservoir  to  the  mrfaoe 
of  the  eanh  to  be  in  the  fonn  of  a  ityphun,  a.  h,  t,  when;  it  is  evident  that  liU 
the  water  rises  in  the  reservoir  lo  </,  Ihe  level  of  the  highest  point  of  i)ie  syphon, 
It  cannot  flow  through  the  duct,  and  it  t«  known  that  wbcnil  once  begins  to  flow 
it  will  draw  off  ihc  water  of  Ihe  reservior  to  the  ori&cc  a,  of  the  iyphon.  If 
the  duct  be  larger  than  the  sapply  oJ  the  rekcrvoir,  poMibly  the  force  vA  (he 
walen  and  Ico«enin2  of  the  earth  by  Ihem,  during  ibe  storm  above  mentioned, 
majr  bare  opened  a  mora  dirrci  duel  ajs  from  r  m  /,  borisoataUy  or  dccU»in{. 
which  bncsbifher  up  the  bill  thnn  the  one  fed  by  ibc  syphon.  In  that  ease 
it  bacoiBM  a  common  Ephns.  Should  ihK  dvct  tie  aguin  doled  or  diminished 
by  any  new  acddcnt,  aitd  both  springs  be  kepi  in  action  from  the  sane 
Kwrvoir." 

*  A  aote  to  this  new  paragraph,  as  above  starred,  is : 

"Sas  PltMsat's  Arcuj,  AuffU'i  iS,  '99;  ibM  ibU  di«*yp«awJ  D«mbImi  »%  '9!  mi  vMck 
day  ■  ■pHag  b*«1u»al  tou  f«ci  Liahci  up  ike  hill." 


t.  Sean*.     Cuiia  Hguttrina. 

Arsmut.     Poljrgonuia  SagitUtnin. 

Clivcn,  or  goow-grus.     G«)inin  tpniittBi. 

Lobelia  of  Kvcral  specks. 

P&Ima  Chrini.     Ricinuv. 

Jame^iown  weed.     Ditura  Siramomium.  ' 

Mallow.     MalYa  raundafoiU. 

SjTfuui  mallow.     Hibiscnt  mtuchentos, 
Hibiicu  Virginicux. 

Indian  mallow.     Sida  rhombifolia. 
Sida  abut  don. 

^nT][inia  marshmallow.     Napw  hernia pb rod! U, 
Nape  dlolca. 

Indian  physic.     Spina  trifotUu. 

Eupbntbia  Ipecacuanha. 

Plenriijt  tool.     Anclepia*  decmnbetu, 

Virginia  cnokc-root.     Ajittolochia  scrpentaria. 

Black  snakQ-moi.     Acik  raccnioaa. 

Seneca  niiilesnalie-root.     Polj^la  Senega. 

ValeriaB.     Valeriana  tocutta  radiate. 

GentiaDn.  Sapooaria.  viltoa  &  centaimum. 

Giaaeng.     Paaaa  ijainqnefoliuni. 

A)i{[eKc«.     Angelica  cylrcstrit.     [63] 

CaaMra.     Jatropha  nrena. 
n.  Tnckaboc.     Lrcoperdon  Inber. 

Jcrucaletn  articlMikc.      Ilelianthux  laberocoa. 

LoDK  pocalocs.    Comwlvalas  iMlatas. 

Gfsnadillaa.     Maycocks,  Marncocfcs.  Puiiflon  tncKtaata. 

Panic.     Fanicuin  of  many  spedei. 

Indian  millet.     Holms  luoa. 

Ilnli-as  sirionkf. 

Wild  oat.    Ziunia  aqoatica. 

Wild  pea.     tteUcbo*  of  Clayton. 

Lupine.     Lopinui;  jiereniiis. 

Wild  bop.     IIumulnE  lapolvs. 

Wild  cbcny.     PruDu»  rfar^nuna. 


*  **  There  t»  a  plani,  or  weed,  oiUed  the  |nmeatown  weed  (Datura  perlcarpus 
cnctia  omit.  Unn.)  of  a  •rerj  stioilar  qanJii]'.  The  late  Dr.  Bond  infonned 
me,  thai  be  hud  under  bis  care  a  patient,  a  yoang  girl,  who  had  pBt  Ibe  seeds 
of  ihU  plant  into  bcr  eye,  wbidi  dilated  (be  pupil  to  racfa  a  d^ree,  thai  she 
cooM  tee  in  the  dark,  bat  In  the  light  waa  almoai  blind.  The  effect  thai  the 
leavca  had  when  OAten  bjr  a  ahip'a  crew  that  arrived  at  Jamestown,  arc  well 
kaowa.  (An  tmtance  of  temporary  imbecilitf  produced  by  them  i<  mentioned. 
BwerL  l(.  of  Virg.  b  a,  r  4.}" — CAarlrt  Tkamtom  im  apptndir. 
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Cherokee  plnmb.     Prunut  s]rlve»tru  fraCIn  roajori.     CUyton. 

Wild  plnm.     I'ruRut lylrcftm  Inictn  ninori.     CUTlon. 

Wild  crab  apple.     Fjrat  corooaria. 

Red  nmlbetry.    Uorn*  rnbra. 

PnvamoD.     Diocpyra  viripBiana. 

Sugar  maple.     Acer  uccharinam. 

Scaly  bark  hiccory.     Jnglana  allia  cortice  tquamoto.    Clayton. 

Common  hkeofy.     Juglani  alba,  fructu  mlnorr  raoctdo.   Claylon.    [64] 

Paccan,  or  niiooit  nut.  Not  described  by  Liniioeiu,  MiDcr  ui  Clayton. 
Were  I  la  rentnte  la  describe  tht*,  tpenVing  of  tbe  fmit  (ratn  memory, 
and  of  the  leaf  from  pUnU  of  two  yean  growib,  I  should  specify  it  a« 
Juglaaa  ilba.  foliolis  lanccolatb,  acnminatls,  lemtis,  (oineiito»», 
fructa  mJDore,  ovslo.  comprcMO,  vik  inscnipio,  dnlci.  putamine 
icoetrimo.  It  xrows  on  the  Illinob,  Wabaih.  OUo,  and  UbaJupi. 
It  it  ftpokcn  cif  by  Dun  UUoa  under  the  name  of  Pecanoa,  in  bia 
Noticiaa  Atnericanat.  Entret.  6. 

Black  walnut.     Jn{[Unt  ninra. 

White  walnnl.     Joglamalba. 

Chcnut.     Fagui  cailanea. 

Cfainquapia.    Fapu  pumita, 

Hsdenw.    Coiyltti  arellana. 

Crapca.    Vitis.     Various  kinds,  Iboiigh  only  Ihrce  described  by  Clayton. 

Scarlet  itrawberriei.     Frtgaria  vitginiana  ol  Uillar. 

Wbonlrberrics.     Vaccinium  utiginotun,  7 

Wild  goowberric*.     Ribee  sroaMilarta. 

Craaberriei.     Vaccinium  oxycoccot. 

Black  nupberria.     Kubos  occldcnlalis. 

Blaekberriea.    Rubos  fmticosns. 

Dewberries.     Kobus  cxsiua.     [65] 

Cloudberries.     Kubos  CliamtEmorus. 

Plane  tree.     Plantanns  occidcnlalik 

Poplar.      Liriodendron  tulipifera. 
Fopalut  hoteropbylla. 

Black  popbr,    Popnlus  nigrt- 

Aipea.    Popalua  tremula. 

Linden,  or  lime.     Tilia  Americana. 

Red  flowering  maple.     Acer  rubrum. 

1 1 oaae-chcan ul,  or  Buck'»«ye.     j^£>ralu*  pavia. 

Catalpa.     Bignonia  caialpa. 

Umbrella,     Magnolia  tiipetala. 

Swanp  laarcl.    Maetiulia  ictaaea. 

Cacttisber-tree.     Magnolia  acuminau, 

PoiNcal  bay.     I.asnu  Indlca. 

Red  tiay.      Iaufus  bort>ont«. 

Dwarf-roac  bay.     kbododendroa  maximum. 
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Laord  of  the  w«st«rn  cotmU;.     Qu.  species? 

Wild  (MiQcnto.     l<sanu  bcninii. 

.S«8saf  ras.     l.Minu  usMfns. 

I.OC1U1.     KobinU  pMutlo-Acada. 

Honey  •locust.    C>l«iit»ia.  [.  p. 

Dogwood.     Comut  florida. 

Fringe,  or  snow  i]n>p-lrce.     Chionuithm  virginica, 

Bnrbrrry.     Itaibcruralgarit. 

Rcdbud,  or  Jgdjt5-lfe«.     CercU  canadciuk.     [66] 

HoUy.     Ilex  atiairoUom. 

Cockspnr  hawthorn.    Cnue^s  cocdnea. 

Sp)ndle-tr«e.     Euoaymus  Eiuopmis. 

F.Tcrprcn  ■pindlc-tiec      Raonynuit  Ameiicanni. 

Ilea  Vir^nicA. 

EUler.     Sambsou  nign. 

rapaw,     Annoaa  triloba. 

CuuHebcTTy  mynlc.     Myrica  ccrifcra. 

Dwarf  laTirel.    Kalmia  anguMilolia  I  ^^^  .      ^^  ^ 

Kaltnia  lati  folia  i 

Ivy.     Hnlcra  quin(|Uf folia. 

TniDpct  Hoaeysnckle.      l.oaiGcra  tenpcnnrcns. 
Upright  hooeytiicklc.     Aialc«  nndiflora.' 
Yellow  jaunine.     Bigaoaia  Mmpervirens. 
Calycaalhua  floridas. 
American  aloe.    Agave  rirgintca. 
Sanach      Khu«.     Qn.  ipeciei? 
Poke.     PhyloLicca  decandra. 
Long  Mo».     TUUndua  Umeoido. 
Reed.     Amndo  phragmiti*. 
Virginia  hemp.     Acnida  caooabina. 
Flax.     Ltnum  virgioianuBi. 
Black,  or  pitdt-pine.     Pinua  Uedo.     [67] 
While  pine.     Pinus  strobos. 
Yellow  pine.     Pinui  virginica. 
Sfintcr  pine.      I'inii«  foliLi  (ingalaribiu.     Clinton. 
Hemlock  ipnice  fir.      I'inus  lanadenaia. 
Arbor  vit».     Thuya  ucciilenUlik. 
Janiper.    Juniperu»  viiginica  (Called  cedar  with  tu.) 
CypfCM.    CapreMiic  dhtidu.* 
BUck  Oak.     Quercus  nigra. 
White  oak.     Quctcntalba. 
Red  oak..    Qocma  rubra. 


'  IsdteadibaBor  tftS3  ti  added  :  "Azalea,  riscosa." 

''lalheedilionof  i7S7i«berciinertcd  .  "Whitccvdar.  Capmatu  Thyddet," 
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Willow  oBk.     QucroK  pbellas. 

Cbe&nnt  oak.     Qnercus  prinus. 

BUck  jock  oak.    Querciu  <u|uallca.     CUytoo. 

tiroand  mk.     Qucrcut  pumiU.     CIsytoa. 

Live  oak.    Quercua  virjpniana.     Millar. 

Black  birch.     Bctulji  nigra. 

While  bircb.     Brtula  alba. 

Beacfa.     Fsgiis  sylvalica. 

A(b.     Fraxiaus  americana. 

Fnuinos  nonr  atieli«.    Miliar. 
Elm.     Ulotu^  aoi^ricana. 
Willow.     Salix.     (Jnciy  •pecies? 
Swevt  {[am.     Liquidambar  aljrntclflua,     [68] 


Query? 


The  following  were  found  in  Virffinia  when  first  visited  by  the 
Eaft''^'^  •  ^"^  i^  *^  ^°'^  -''^i^  whether  of  spontaneous  growth  or  by 
cultivation  only.  Most  probably  ibey  were  natives  of  more  south- 
ern climates,  and  handed  along  the  continent  from  one  nation  to 
another  of  the  savages. 


Tobacco.     Nicotians. 
Maiie.     Zea  roayt.' 


'  In  the  edition  of  1853  Ihia  note  is  added  :  "  Qa.  If  knowo  in  Enropc 
before  the  dlKovcry  of  America?  Ramutio  suppobcs  tliit  to  be  the  grain 
dcacribcd  by  I>iod.  Die  L.  3,  in  liis  account  of  (he  irareli  of  lambvliu,  in  tbc 
follow  ing  (wwacc  :  '^CtG^at  yop  nap  irvroli  Mcikuftor  noXvy,  gtipufTa 
Mapwof  Sai^iXif,  naptttiprptj  nrfs  Xt*ixoti  6p6fSQt%  [Ccci  biancliL— ItaL 
Em.  KrancJ  roi'rw  ovv  avrayayorrti  ppixwatf  Ir  C^anVrputo, 
MiXP*t  "►*  *■"  it^yeiof  txficiv  uf  uqC  xrpiOrtftai.  tneira  dvy^Xdaavitf 
MOt  rpi^yrei  ipxtipoit  rali  x^P^it  ^ItuxXdirovtity  dproyi.  ovi 
owr^aytti  OtToCvrat,  6ia<p6fiovi  orra%  ri}  yXvrvri.'  Rannsio  says  of 
the  loaiie  '  in  Italia,  ai  Ictnpi  nostri.  (1550]  i  uato,  veduto  "  la  prima  volta," 
and  the  inland  ii>  wbicb  it  trai  found  by  laBibuluawas  Sumatra.— t.  Kamoa.  174. 
llie  Majaon  rukliqnc  »ayt  that  I'urkey  Com  came  firU  from  ibe  West  IndEes 
llilo  Turkey,  and  from  ihrnce  into  France.'— L.  5,  e.  17.  Zimmerman  nya  1 
*  U  lire  aon  origine  An  pay»  cttauds  de  rAmerique.'  Zoolo^c  gcoeraptuTat, 
|Mg«  74.  '  II  fruraentoue  fu  dalla  America  in  lEpagne.  e  quindi  in  alttl  pKxl 
della  Europa.'  '  Dalli  Spagnooli  di  Europa  e  di  America  ^  chiamainil  (m- 
Veoione  col  nome  Maia,  preao  dalla  lingua  llaitina  che  n  pariava  nelU  isola 
ogjldi  appellata  Spagnoola,  a  tia  di  S.  [>omenico.'~Clavigero  i.,  56.  *I1 
frumciitooe.  biada  dalla  providen/a  accordata  a  quclla  parte  del  moodo  in  vece 
del  frumcnto  dell  Furopa,  del  rito  del  Am,  e  del  miglio  d'Afrka.'— a.  Clavig,, 
Sit.     Acoaia  claawt  Indian  Cora  with  ihe  planu  peculiar  to  America,  obaen- 
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Round  potitoes.'    SoUnum  tubcKwum, 
Panapkin*.    Cacurbiu  pcpo. 
Cynlingfc.    Cucurtjiu  vcrrucou. 
SqiUtthu.     Cutmrbita  melopepo. 

There  is  an  inGnitude  of  other  plants  and  (lowers,  for  an  enu- 
meration and  scientific  description  of  which  I  must  refer  to  the 
Flora  Virgitiica  of  our  great  botanist  Dr.  Clayton,  published  by 
Gronovius  at  Leydcn,  in  1762.  This  accurate  observer  was  a 
native  and  resident  of  this  state,  passed  a  long  life  in  exploring 
sad  describing  its  plants,  and  is  supposed  to  have  enlarged  the 
botanical  catalogue  as  much  as  almost  any  man  who  has  lived. 

Besides  these  plaats,  which  are  native,  our  Farms  produce 
wheat,  rye.  bailey,  oats,  buck  wheal,  broomcorn,  and  Indian  corn.' 
[69]  The  climate  suits  rice  well  enough,  wherever  the  lands  do. 
Tobacco,  hemp,  flax  and  cotton,  are  staple  commodities.  IndJco 
yields  two  cuttings,  The  si!k-worro  is  a  native,  and  the  mulberry, 
proper  for  its  food,  grows  kindly. 

We  cultivate  also  potatoes,  both  the  long  and  the  round,  tttr- 
neps,  carrots,  parsneps,  pumpkins,  and  ground  nuts  (Arachis). 
Our  grasses  are  Lucerne.  Si.  Foin,  Bumet,  Timothy,  ray,  and 
orchard  grass  ;  red.  white  and  yellow  clover ;  greenswerd,  blue 
grass,  and  crab  grass. 

The  gardtns  yield  muskmelons,  watermelons,  tomatas,  okra, 
pomegranates,  figs,  and  the  esculant  plants  of  Europe. 

Hig  ihat  U  i«  nllcri  'trigo  dc  la*  Indiu'  in  Spain.  And  '  Grano  ric  Tunisia  * 
in  Italy.  He  uyt.  'De  dondc  fuc  el  Mayi  a  lodiat,  y  poiquc  ntc  grano 
taa  provech<Mo  le  llaman  en  Itnlu  Gnuio  <lc  Titi<|uia  mcjot  ubrc  pirgunlirlo, 
4«t  dnitlo.  Porquc  en  etecto  on  Im  antitium  no  batln  ra>tro  dnte  gcocro. 
aanqne  el  Milio  que  Plinio  currive  avcf  vcnido  a  Italia  de  U  India  diez  aflos 
«*ia,  i]uando  cfcrivio,  licne  algun*  nmililad  con  el  Mayi,  en  lo  que  diie  que  *A 
grano,  y  que  nace  en  cafla.  y  sc  cubrede  boja.  y  (|iie  tiene  al  remate  comttn- 
^beJlo*.  y  el  ler  (ertUiaiiino,  todo  lo  quol  no  quadra  con  cl  Mljo,  que  coiniin. 
awale  enlienden  pur  Mtlio,  en  lin,  repartio  el  Criador  a  todat  panca  %m 
(Obicme  :  a  e«te  orbc  dio  el  trip  que  e*  cl  principal  tuttcnto  de  io«  hombret ; 
a  W|(icl  de  Inilloft  dio  «I  May*,  que  ira*  el  tiiuo  tiene  el  tequudo  lugar.  pan 
MBlcait  dehombm.  y  atiiaules.''-Acofia  4,  16." 

*  la  tJu  •ditton  of  1^53  iliii  note  is  added  :  "  Let  Paonifli  d«  tcrre  sont 
ladlcenu  ea  Guianc." — Zimmcnnaa,  2W,  Cnyr,,  a6.  "  La  Papa  fu  portou 
la  Hcinico  dair  America  Meridionale,  no  proptio  p«*e."— i.  Clavigcro,  $8. 

*  *'  Indian  com  "  ii  omilled  in  edition  cd  iSj}. 
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The  orchards  produce  apples,  pears,  cherries,  quinces,  peaches, 
nectarines,  apricots,  almonds,  and  plumbs. 

Our  quadrupeds  have  been  mosUy  described  by  Linnseus  and 
Mons.  dc  BuH'on.  Of  these  the  Mammoth,  or  big  buffalo,  as 
called  by  the  Indians,  must  certainly  have  been  the  largest. 
Their  tradition  is  that  he  was  carnivorous,  and  still  exists  in  the 
northern  parts  of  Acnenca.  A  delegation  of  warriors  from  the 
Delaware  tribe  having  visited  the  governor  of  [70]  Virginia, 
during  the  present  revolution,  on  matters  of  business,  after  these 
had  been  discussed  and  settled  in  council,  the  governor  asked 
them  some  questions  relative  to  their  country,  and  among  others, 
what  they  knew  or  had  heard  of  the  animal  whose  bones  were 
found  at  the  Saltlicks,  on  the  Ohio.  Their  chief  speaker  imme- 
diately put  himself  into  an  attitude  of  orator)-,  and  with  a  pomp 
suited  to  what  he  conceived  the  elevation  of  his  subject,  informed 
him  that  it  was  a  tradition  handed  down  from  their  fathers, 
"  That  in  ancient  times  a  herd  of  these  tremendous  animals  came 
to  the  big-bone  licks,  and  began  an  universal  destniction  of  the 
bear,  deer,  elks,  buffaloes,  and  other  animals  which  had  been 
created  for  the  use  of  the  Indians  ;  that  the  Great  Man  above, 
looking  down  and  seeing  (his,  was  so  enraged  that  he  seized  his 
lightning,  descended  on  the  earth,  seated  himself  on  a  neighbor- 
ing mountain,  on  a  rock  of  which  his  seat  and  the  print  of  his 
feet  are  still  to  be  sceti,  and  burled  his  bolts  among  them  till  the 
whole  were  slaughtered,  except  the  big  bull,  who  presenting  bis 
forehead  to  the  shafts  shook  them  off  as  they  fell  ;  but  mis-  [71]* 
sing  one  at  length,  it  wounded  him  in  the  side  ;  whereon, 
springing  round,  he  bounded  over  the  Ohio,  over  the  Wabache, 
the  Illinois,  and  finally  over  the  great  lakes,  where  he  is  living  at 
this  day."  It  is  well  known,  that  on  the  Ohio,  and  in  many  parts 
of  America  further  north,  tusks,  grinders,  and  skeletons  of  un- 
paralleled magnitude,  ore  found  in  great  numbers,  iwme  lying  on 
the  surface  of  the  earth,  and  some  a  little  below  it.  A  Mr.  Stan- 
ley, taken  prisoner'  near  the  mouth  of  the  Tanissee.  relates  that, 
after  being  transferred  through  several  tribes,  from  one  to  an- 
other, he  was  at  length  carried  over  the  mountains  west  of  the 
Missouri  to  a  river  which  runs  westwardly ;  that  these  bones 
'  in  the  edition  <rf  1853  "bjr  the  Iiuliatu"  is  iincrtcd  st  lliii|>otBt. 
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abounded  there,  and  ihet  the  natives  described  to  him  the  animal 
to  whicli  they  belonged  as  still  existing  in  the  northern  parts  of 
their  country  ;  from  which  description  he  judged  it  to  be  an  ele- 
phant.  Bones  of  the  same  kind  have  been  lately  found,  some 
feet  below  ihe  surface  of  (he  earth,  in  salines  opened  on  the  North 
HoUton,  a  branch  of  the  Tanissee,  about  the  latitude  of  36)  °. 
north.  From  the  accounts  published  in  Europe,  I  suppose  it  to 
be  decided  that  these  are  of  the  same  [72]  kind  with  those  found 
in  Siberia.'  Instances  are  mentioned  of  tike  animal  remains  found 
in  the  more  southern  climates  of  both  hemispheres  * ;  but  they  are 
either  so  looi»cly  mentioned  as  to  leave  a  doubt  of  the  fact,  so 
inaccurately  described  as  not  to  authorize  the  classing  them  with 
the  great  northern  bones,  or  so  rare  as  to  found  a  suspicion  that 
they  have  been  carried  thither  as  curiosities  from  the  northern 
regions.  So  that,  on  the  whole,  there  seem  to  be  no  certain  ves- 
titces  of  the  existence  of  this  animal  farther  South  than  the  salines 
just  tncntioned.*  It  is  remarkable  that  the  tusks  and  skeletons 
have  been  ascribed  by  the  naturalists  of  Europe  to  the  elephant, 
while  the  grinders  have  been  given  to  the  hippopotamus,  or  rivei 
horse  *  Yet  it  is  acknowledged  that  the  tusks  and  skeletons  are 
much  larger  than  those  of  the  elephant,  and  the  grinders  many 
times  greater  than  those  of  Che  hippopotamus,  and  c<seniially  dif- 
ferent in  form  Wherever  these  grinders  are  found,  there  also 
we  find  the  tusks  and  skeletons  ;  but  no  skeleton  of  the  hip- 
popotamus nor  grinders  of  the  elephant.  It  will  not  be  said 
that  the  hippopotamus  and  elephant  came  always  to  the  same 

'  In  ibc  ditiun  of  1853  \%  a  looinotc  :  "  Clkvigcro  iw]r»  :  *  Nod  ni  kovvicne 
diaappo  qoalcfac  naiione  Anwncana  yuie  meoiuris  o  d«gli  elcfanti.  odcgli 
ippopotami.  o  d'«}tri  qnadnipcdi  di  u  (oiu  gnnclcua.  Noo  eo  cbt  6n  on.  fn 
fcavaMeoti  fatu  nclla  Nuova  Spagna.  litfl  aui  scopeno,  tin  carouno  d'lppopo- 
tanw,  e  quel  ch'  h  (lin.  nc  anctie  na  denie  d'elefaiuc' — 135." 

*  Ib  the  edition  of  (8  J3  b  a  footitole :  "  a  Epo<]BCS,  376,  in  Meaieo ;  but 
I,  ^MMj«e*,  350^  dcnieft  Ihe  (act  a*  lo  S.  America." 

'In  iIm  ctlitioa  of  1S53  UafuotaoUt  reference  to  r    "  23  UsAon  ;  3.  Epoqoo, 

*  In  tb*  •dition  of  1853  i«  ■  footnote:  "3.  Efioqiies,  233.  Buffon  pro- 
oeWMH  It  i»  ciot  the  erindcr  cither  of  the  elephant  or  hippopotanius,  'nuts 
4*000  especc  la  prenticf  ci  la  grande  de  tuiu  les  anitoAui  tcrtesues,  qni  «u 
penliie* 
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spot,  the  former  to  deposit  [73]  his  grinders,  and  the  Utter 
his  tiisks  and  skeleton.  For  what  became  of  the  parts  not  de- 
posited there  ?  We  must  agree  then,  that  these  remains  be- 
loTig  to  each  other,  that  they  are  of  one  and  the  same  animal, 
that  this  was  not  a  hipjiopotamus,  I>ecausc  the  hippopniamus  had 
no  tusk  nor  such  a  frame,  and  because  the  {>riDders  differ  in 
their  size  as  well  as  in  the  number  and  form  of  their  points. 
That  this  was  not  an  elephant,  I  think  aticertained  by  proofs 
equally  decisive.  I  will  not  avail  myself  of  the  authority  of 
the  celebrated  '  anatomist  who,  from  an  examination  of  the 
form  and  structure  of  the  ttisks,  has  declared  they  were  essen- 
tially different  from  those  of  the  elephant;  because  another* 
anatomist,  equally  celebrated,  has  declared,  on  a  like  examina- 
tion, that  they  are  precisely  the  same.  Between  two  such 
authorities  I  will  suppose  this  circumstance  equivocal.  But,  i. 
The  skeleton  of  the  Mammoth  (for  so  the  iacognitum  has  been 
called)  bespeaks  an  animal  of  five  or  six  times  *  the  cubic  volume 
of  the  elephant,  ss  Mons.  de  BuCTon  has  ad-  [74]  mitted.*  1.  The 
grinders  are  five  times  as  large,  are  square,  and  the  grinding  surface 
studded  with  four  or  five  rows  of  blunt  points :  wherea<i  those  of 
the  elephant  are  broad  and  thin,  and  their  grinding  surface  fiat.' 
3.  I  have  never  heard  an  instance,  and  suppose  there  has  been 
none,  of  the  grinder  of  an  elephant  being  found  in  America.  4. 
From  the  known  temperature  and  constitution  of  the  elephant, 
he  could  never  have  existed  in  those  regions  where  the  remains 
of  the  mammoth  have  been  found.  The  elephant  is  a  native 
only  of  the  torrid  zone  and  its  vicinities.  If,  with  the  assistance 
of  warm  apartments  and  warm  cloathing,  he  has  been  preserved  ' 
in  the  temperate  climates  of  Europe,  it  has  only  been  for  a  small 
povttoo  of  what  would  have  been  his  natural  period,  and  no  tn- 


'  Huiilcr  — 7*.  7. 
•ITAubwilon— 7".  J. 

■  Altered  to  "  an  anitnal  lis  timet  the  cubic  ▼olvme  "  In  cdilioa  of  1853, 
■In  ibe  edition  of  1853  k  a  footnote  reference  to:     "XriU.   178;    udi. 
III." 
*  ft)  the  edition  of  18^3  u  a  footnote :      "  Qn  ?     See  a.  Epoques  dc  Bufloo, 

•Jl.  "34  ■■ 

■In  Uw  odttjoo  of  1B53  the  woids  "  iti  tifc  "  ere  here  imcflcd. 


1 78a] 


THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 


133 


stance  of  his  multiplication  in  them  bas  ever  beeo  knowD.  But 
no  bones  of  the  mammoth,  as  I  have  before  obsen-ed,  have  been 
ever  found  further  south  than  the  salines  of  Holston,  and  tbey 
have  been  found  as  far  north  as  the  Arctic  circle.  Those,  there- 
fore, who  are  of  opinion  that  the  elephant  and  mammoth  are  the 
same,  must  believe,  1.  That  the  elephant  known  to  us  can 
exist  and  multiply  in  the  [75]  frozen  zone  ;  or,  2.  That  an  inter- 
nal 6re  may  once  have  warmed  those  regions,  and  since  aban- 
doned them,  of  which  however  the  globe  exhibits  no  unequivocal 
indications  ;  or,  3.  That  the  obliquity  of  the  ecliptic,  when  these 
elephants  lived,  was  so  great  as  to  include  within  the  tropics  all 
those  regions  in  which  the  bones  are  found  ;  the  tropics  being, 
as  is  before  observed,  the  natural  limits  of  habitation  for  the  ele- 
phant.' But  if  it  be  admitted  that  this  obliquity  has  really  de- 
creased, and  wc  adopt  the  highest  rate  of  decrease  yet  pretended, 
that  is,  of  one  minute  in  a  century,  to  transfer  the  northern  tropic 
to  the  Arctic  circle,  would  carry  the  existence  of  these  supposed 
elephants  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  years  back  ;  a  period 
far  beyond  our  conception  of  the  duration  of  animal  bones  left 
exposed  to  the  open  air  than  these  are  in  many  instances.  Be- 
sides, though  these  regions  would  then  be  supposed  within  the 
tropics,  yet  their  winters  would  have  been  too  severe  for  the 
seosibitiiy  of  the  elephant.  They  would  have  had  too  but  one 
day  and  one  night  in  the  year,  a  circumstance  to  which  we  have 
DO  reason  to  suppose  the  nature  of  the  elephant  fitted.  However, 
ii  has  been  demon-  {76]  strated  that,  if  a  variation  of  obliquity  in 
the  Ecliptic  takes  place  at  all,  it  is  vibratory,  and  never  exceeds 

'  In  the  cdiiton  of  iS(3  the  following  passage  U  bera  inierpvUted  : 
"M.  de  BoApn  co»iclen  the  cibtcftce  of  elephant  bono  in  Northern  rectODi, 
wboc  Ibe  ■Bin»]  tttclf  it  no  longer  found,  at  one  of  the  leading  facts  which 
Ropport  lui  theory,  that  the  eanh  was  once  is  a  liqnid  tfsu,  rendered  va  by  the 
aetton  o(  &re.  ihal  the  proceu  of  cooliog  began  at  its  poles,  and  proceeded 
l^raduAU)  towards  the  torrid  tone,  (hat  with  this  procrcH  the  animals  of  wann 
icmperaiufT  retired  towards  the  equator,  and  that  in  tlte  present  alale  of  that 
pragrcs»  the  gltibc  temniniL  of  MtRicienI  waitnlh,  for  the  elephant  for  inttEnc*. 
IB  the  impical  rcgiontL,  only  to  which  therrforv  lliejr  have  retir«d,  at  their  tut 
aqrhim,  aad  where  they  must  become  extinct  when  the  degree  of  warmth  shall 
be  reduce*!  Ixltnr  that  adapted  to  their  constitulion.  Huw  docs  it  happen  then 
tkai  BO  dephsBts  exist  ar  present  in  the  tropical  regions  of  America,  to  which 
boM  of  the  OUo  nait  have  retired,  accordtBg  to  this  theory  ? " 
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the  limits  of  9  degrees,  which  is  not  sufficient  10  bring  these  bones 
within  the  tropics.  One  of  these  hypotheses,  or  some  other 
equally  voluntary  and  inadmissible  to  cautious  philosophy,  must 
be  adopted  to  support  the  opinion  that  these  are  the  bones  of 
the  elephant.  For  my  own  part,  I  6nd  it  easier  to  believe  that 
an  animal  may  have  existed,  resembling  the  elephant  in  his  tusks, 
and  general  anatomy,  while  his  nature  was  in  other  respects  ex- 
tremely dilTercnt.  Krom  the  30th  degree  of  South  latitude  to  the 
30th  of  North,  are  nearly  the  limits  which  nature  has  fixed  for 
the  existence  and  mulliplicaliuo  of  the  elephant  known  to  u». 
Proceeding  tlience  northwardly  to  36I  degrees,  we  enter  those 
assigned  to  the  Mammoth.  The  further  we  advance  North,  the 
more  their  vestiges  multiply  as  far  as  the  earth  has  been  explored 
in  thai  direction  ;  and  it  is  as  probable  as  otherwise,  that  thit 
progression  continues  to  the  pole  itself,  if  land  extends  so  far. 
The  center  of  the  Frozen  zone  then  may  be  the  Achm«^  of  their 
vigour,  as  that  of  the  torrid  is  of  the  elephant.  Thus  na-[77]  turc 
seems  to  have  drawn  a  bell  of  set>aration  between  these  two  tre- 
mendous anim.ils,  whose  breadth,  indeed,  is  not  precisely  known. 
though  at  present  we  may  suppose  it  about  6|^  dcgrccsof  latitude  ; 
to  have  assigned  to  the  elephant  the  regions  South  of  these  con- 
fines, and  those  North  to  the  Mammoth,  founding  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  one  in  her  extreme  of  heat,  and  that  of  the  other  in 
the  extreme  of  cold.  When  the  Creator  has  therefore  separated 
their  nature  as  far  as  the  extent  of  the  scale  of  animal  life  allowed 
to  this  planet  would  permit,  it  seems  perverse  to  declare  it  the 
same,  from  a  partial  resemblance  of  their  tusks  i>nd  bones.  But 
to  whatever  a^iimal  we  ascribe  these  remains,  it  is  certain  such  3 
one  has  existed  in  America,  and  that  it  has  been  the  largest  of 
all  terrestrial  beings.'  It  should  have  sufficed  to  have  rescued  the 
earth  it  inh.ibiied,  and  the  atmosphere  it  breathed,  from  the  im- 
putation of  impotence  in  the  conception  and  nourishment  of  an!* 
nul  life  on  a  large  scale :  to  hare  stifled,  in  its  birth,  the  opinion 

'  In  tpite  of  the  Mnindness  of  the*«  ■rcumcDts,  Bofloti  did  act  yicM  to  then. 
JcflenoD  wrole  lo  lIogcBdorp.  Oct.  13,  1765  :  "'  I  have  Berer  yet  »cen  Etlociu-. 
de  Bufloa.  He  hu  been  in  the  country  all  the  luimner.  I  xcnt  him  a  cnpjt  of 
the  book,  haw  only  bean)  hu  leniimcnEa  on  one  pwticalw  g(  it,  ihil  of  the 
identity  of  the  Mammoth  ft  P^lcpfasnt.  As  to  thb  he  retalna  hb  opioion  that 
they  ate  the  ume." 
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of  a  writer,  the  most  leanted,  too,  of  all  others  in  the  scieace  of 
animal  history,  that  in  the  new  world,  [78]  "La  nature  vivante 
est  beaucoup  moins  agissantc,  beaiicoup  moins  forte : " '  that 
nature  is  less  active,  less  energetic  on  one  side  of  the  globe  than 
Ac  is  on  the  other.  As  if  both  sides  were  not  warmed  by  the 
same  genial  sun ;  as  if  a  soil  of  the  same  chemical  comjiosilion 
was  less  capable  of  elaboration  into  animal  nutriment  ;  as  if  the 
fruits  and  grains  from  that  soil  and  sun  yielded  a  less  rich  chyle, 
gave  te»8  extensioD  to  the  solids  and  fluids  of  the  body,  or  pro- 
duced sooner  in  the  cartilages,  membranes  and  fibres,  that  rigidi- 
ty which  restrains  all  further  extension,  and  terminates  animal 
growth.  The  truth  is,  that  a  Figmy  and  a  Hatagonian,  a  Mouse 
and  a  Mammoth,  derive  their  dimensions  from  the  same  nutritive 
juices.  The  difference  of  increment  depends  on  circumstances 
unsearchable  to  beings  with  our  capacities.  Every  rnce  of  ani- 
mals seems  to  have  received  from  their  maker  certain  laws  of  ex- 
tension at  the  time  of  their  formation.  Their  eIaborati%-e  organs 
were  formed  to  produce  this,  while  proper  obsiacles  were  opposed 
to  its  further  progress.  Below  these  limits  they  cannot  fall,  nor 
rise  above  them.  What  intermediate  station  they  shall  take  may 
de-[7g]  pend  on  soil,  on  climate,  on  food,  on  a  careful  choice  of 
breeders.  But  all  the  manna  of  heaven  would  never  raise  the 
Mouse  to  the  bulk  of  the  Mammoth. 

The  opinion  advanced  by  the  Count  de  Buffon,'  is  i.  That  the 
animals  common  both  to  the  old  and  new  world  are  smaller  in 
the  latter.  3.  That  those  peculiar  to  the  new  are  on  a  smaller 
Kftle.  3.  That  those  which  have  been  domesticated  in  both  have 
degenerated  in  America  ;  and  4,  Thnt  on  the  whole  it  exhibits 
fewer  species.  And  the  reason  he  thinks  is,  that  the  heats  of 
America  are  less  ;  that  more  waters  are  spread  over  its  surface  by 

<  BuBoa.  kviii.  iia.  edn    Pub,  1764. — T.  J. 

'  rriii.  lov.  1  (6.  —  7*.  f.  [/«  tk*  rditint  *f  tSss  *^i  <*"''  ''  ^o^alnt  t» .-] 
"XriiL  100.  1^6.  *  La  i«n«  at  ilsninirte  froide.  impnisumie  a  prorfnirc 
\m  prlndpcs  >ctifs.  a  <te%elopcr  let  ^nne«  dn  plui  gnuKk  qtudrnpedn. 
nwqneb  il  Uut.  [wur  croitre  et  w  malliptier,  Urate  U  clulrar.  loalc  1'  wijvtt^  que 
Ic  toleil  peul  donncr  a  U  lertc,  amourcusc.' — Xvjii.  156,  '  L'atdeor  de» 
booime*  ct  la  gTEndem  det  anLnuux  dependent  de  la  •alubril^  dc  ta  ctialeur  de 
I'lir.'— lb.  16a" 
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neture,  and  fewer  of  these  drained  off  by  the  hand  of  man.  In 
other  vords,  that  heat  is  friendly,  c-ind  moisture  adverse  to  the 
production  and  development  of  large  quadrupeds.  I  will  not 
meet  this  hypothesis  on  its  first  doubtful  ground,  whether  the 
climate  of  America  be  comparatively  more  humid  ?  Because  we 
are  not  furnished  with  observations  sufBcieot  to  decide  this  ques- 
tion. And  though,  till  it  be  decided,  we  are  a»  free  to  deny  as 
others  are  to  affirm  the  fact,  yet  for  a  moment  let  it  be  supposed. 
The  hypothesis,  after  this  supposition,  proceeds  to  [;q]  another  ; 
that  moisture  is  unfriendly  to  animal  growth.  The  truth  of  thisis 
inscrutable  to  us  by  reasonings  ^  priori.  Nature  has  hidden  from 
lis  her  modus  agendi.  Our  only  appeal  on  such  questions  is  to 
experience ;  and  I  think  that  experience  is  against  the  supposi- 
tion. It  is  by  the  assistance  of  heat  and  moisture  that  vegetables 
are  elaborated  from  the  elements  of  earth,  air,  water,  and  fire. 
We  accordingly  see  the  more  humid  climates  produce  Ihe  greater 
quantity  of  vegetables.  Vegetables  are  mediately  or  immedi- 
ately the  food  of  every  animal ;  and  in  proportion  to  the  quantity 
of  food,  we  see  animals  not  only  multiplied  in  their  numbers,  but 
improved  in  their  bulk,  as  far  as  the  laws  of  their  nature  will 
admit  Of  this  opinion  is  the  Count  de  Buffon  himself  in  another 
part  of  his  work  :  '  "en  general  il  paroit  que  les  pays  un  pcu 
freids  coovicDDcnt  mieux  k  nos  boeufs  que  lea  pays  chauds,  et 
quits  sont  d'autant  plus  gros  et  plus  grands  que  leclimat  est 
plus  humide  et  plus  abondans  en  paturages.  Les  boeufs  de  Danc- 
marck,  de  la  Podolie,  de  I'Ukraine  et  de  la  Tartnrie  qu'habitent 
les  Colmouques  sont  les  plus  grands  de  tous." '  Here  then  a  race 
of  animals,  and  one  [81]  of  the  largest  too,  has  been  increased  in 
it.s  dimensions  by  ^(^/t/  and  moiiture,  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
hyiiothesis,  which  supposes  that  these  two  circumstances  diminish 
animal  bulk,  and  that  it  is  their  contraries  Afd/and  dryness  which 
enlarge  it.  But  when  we  appeal  to  experience,  we  are  not  to  rest 
satisfied  with  a  single  fact.     Let  us,  therefore,  try  our  question 

'  viii.  IJ4  —  7".  y. 

*  In  Ihf  vilitlnti  of  1853  M  a  footnote  : 

"  *  Toai  cc  qu'il  j'  n  de  colocul  «i  de  gTBnd  dan*  U  iwIutt.  a  ^i  lormi  (Uns 
la  teiTts  du  Notd.'  1.  Epuquct  355.  '  Cot  dam  )o  re^ookde  noira  Nord 
>|«e  U  luuure  vHnule  %'ni  clcv^  «  scs  plus  gnuiries  dimeuioM,' — lb.  >63." 
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on  more  general  ground-*  Let  tis  take  two  portions  of  the  earth, 
Europe  and  America  for  instance,  sufficiently  extensive  to  give 
operation  to  general  causes  ;  let  us  consider  the  circumstances 
peculiar  to  each,  and  observe  their  effect  on  aniRia]  natnre. 
America,  running  through  the  torrid  as  well  as  temperate  zone, 
has  more  ^d/coltectivcly  taken,  than  Europe.  But  Europe,  ac- 
cording to  our  hypothesis,  is  the  dryesi.  They  are  equally  adapted 
then  to  animal  productions  ;  each  being  endowed  with  one  of 
those  causes  which  befriend  animal  growth,  and  with  one  which 
opposes  it.  If  it  be  thought  unequal  to  compare  Europe  with 
America,  which  is  so  much  larger,  I  answer,  not  more  sc  than  to 
compare  America  with  the  whole  world.     Besides,  the  purpose  of 

'  In  ft  letlct  to  Chaslcllux,  June  7, 1785,  Jeffenou  further  tugaes  on  Ihu  que»> 
lion  ■»  follow!  : 

"  I  will  beg  IfMM  to  uy  here  a  few  word»  on  the  genenl  question  of  the  de- 
Scnerftcjr  of  animals  in  America.  1.  At  to  the  de^enerac?  of  the  nimn  of 
Europe  trauplantcd  (o  America,  it  i^  no  port  of  Mon«.  de  Budon's  system.  He 
go«  indeed  within  one  step  of  it,  but  he  stops  thcic.  The  Abb^  Kaynal  alone 
hu  taken  Uui  «ep.  Your  knowlege  of  America  enables  you  10  judge  this  ques- 
tion, to  say  wbeiher  the  lower  class  of  people  in  America,  arc  leas  informed  ft 
lev  nuccpllble  of  inrornialion  lh«n  the  tower  daia  tn  Europe  ;  and  whether 
tbcMe  m  America  who  have  received  such  an  education  as  thai  cmtnlry  can  five, 
arc  less  improw)  t>y  it  than  Europeans  of  the  same  def[re«  of  education.  3.  A> 
lo  the  Aboriginal  insii  of  America,  I  know  of  no  respectable  evidence  on  which 
ihe  c^nion  of  fais  iaferiorily  of  gcniiu  hat  been  founded  but  that  of  Don  UUoa. 
As  lo  RobartsoB,  be  sever  was  in  America,  he  relates  noihiog  on  hUown  knowU 
eige,  be  Is  ■  compiler  only  of  the  relations  of  others,  and  a  mere  translaKw  of 
fhe  opMons  of  Mons.  dc  Buffnn.  I  ifaonld  u  mok  therefore  add  the  translators 
of  Robertson  to  the  M-iinctsc«  of  this  fact,  as  himself.  Panw,  the  beginner  of  this 
charge  was  a  coropiler  from  the  worki  of  others;  and  of  the  most  unlucky 
deaeription  :  for  he  seems  to  have  read  the  writings  of  trareUen  only  to  collect 
and  rcputJish  their  lies.  It  is  really  remarkable  thai  in  three  volumes  timo. 
of  small  print  it  ia  scarcely  poesible  to  find  one  (nilh.  and  yet  that  the  authur 
ihaBld  be  able  to  produce  authority  for  every  fact  he  stales,  as  he  says  be  can. 
Don  UUoa'k  testimony  is  the  most  respectable.  He  wrote  of  what  he  saw,  hiit 
he  k>«  the  Indian  of  Soailh  America  only,  and  that  after  he  had  passed  through 
ten  generalions  of  slavery.  It  is  very  unfair,  from  this  sample,  to  judge  of  the 
■MUiral  genius  of  tliis  race  cff  men ;  and  after  su|>pDsias  thai  Don  UUoe  had  nut 
asKciaHly  calcalaicd  the  allowance  which  shonld  be  made  for  thiactf^vmstanre. 
we  do  hin  no  injury  in  considering  the  picture  be  draws  of  the  present  Indians 
of  is.  Antefioa  at  no  picMte  of  what  their  anceston  were  3cx>  years  ago.  It  is  in 
N.  Amcriai  we  are  to  seek  their  ori^nal  character.    And  I  am  safe  in  affinning 
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the  cumparison  is  to  try  an  hy)>othesi5,  which  [83]  makes  the  size 
of  animals  depend  on  the  heat  and  moisturt  of  climate.  If,  there- 
fore, we  lake  a  region,  ao  extensive  as  lo  comprehend  %  sensible 
diitinction  of  climate,  and  so  extensive  too  as  that  local  acci- 
dents, or  the  intercourse  of  animals  on  its  borders,  may  not 
maieriatly  affect  (he  size  of  those  in  its  interior  parts,  we  shall 
comply  with  those  conditions  which  the  hypothesis  may  reason- 
bly  denumd.  The  objection  would  be  the  weaker  in  the  present 
case,  because  any  intercourse  of  animals  which  may  take  place 
on  the  confines  of  Europe  and  Asia,  is  to  the  advantage  of  the 
former,  Asia  producing  certainly  larger  animals  than  Europe. 
Let   us  then   take  a  comparative  view   of  the  Quadrupeds  of 


thAl  llie  proofs  <A  ^nitit  |;ivcn  b<r  (he  IndUns  of  N*.  America.  \\*.ex  them  oa  ft 
level  with  wSiioi  iii  ihe  i^uiie  uiimlitvated  >uie.  The  Nonh  of  Euroi)e  t«rnuh«ft 
MibjecU  eBo«|^  for  conp&rison  with  llwm,  &  for  •  proof  of  their  cqiulil^ .  I 
have  keen  lome  ihouMUicI*  tnywlt.  utd  coDvencd  much  »i(h  ibem.  Wid  have 
IouimI  lit  tliem  a  ntalc,  Miuntl  iini1er>tknilini>.  [  have  had  much  infonnaliun  from 
men  whu  had  livetl  amunc  tltem  aiid  irhtHe  veracity  and  good  urm:  were  co  fai 
known  lo  me  as  u>  etUblUb  a  reliaBt.'c  m\  their  iofontMlkn.  They  lave  all  agreed 
in  bearing  wiineaa  in  favour  of  ihe  geoina  of  thb  psople.  At  10  their  bodily 
MrcDgt  b,  their  mannen  rendering  it  di^fTMefoI  to  labonr,  those  muscles  enployed 
In  labour  will  be  weaker  with  ihem  than  with  the  European  lahooter  ;  bnt  lho*e 
which  an  exerted  in  tltc  chatc.  and  Ihote  (acnlttc^  whtch  are  employed  in  the 
tracing  of  an  enemy  or  a  wild  l>ea«t,  in  cuiitrivinn;  ambuhcadck  for  him, 
and  in  cmrrying  them  throngh  their  execution,  are  much  ttningei  than  with  ai, 
because  they  are  more  exercitcd.  E  believe  the  Indian  then  tn  be  in  Iwdy  & 
mind  equal  lo  the  white  roan.  I  have  tupposed  the  black  roan,  in  bis  pmeni 
Sate,  micht  sot  tie  ao.  bat  it  would  Im  hazardous  to  affirm  that,  »(nally  culti- 
vated tor  a  rew  i^nerationt.  he  would  not  become  so.  3-  Ab  to  the  inferioriiy 
*A  the  other  uiinuiU  <>f  America,  without  mote  lads  I  can  add  nothing  to  witat 
I  have  iaid  in  my  Noica,  A>  to  the  theory  of  Mont.  <ic  HuSon  that  heal  i» 
friendly  ft  moitture  adverce  to  the  jiroduclion  of  laige  aniniah.  1  am  lately 
furnished  with  a  fact  by  IJoclor  Franklin  which  provei  the  air  ul  Lundon  &  of 
Parik  lo  be  more  humid  than  that  of  Philadet|>hi&.  and  vo  creates  a  MispicioD  thai 
Ihe  opinion  of  lbs  saperiot  hnmidJly  of  America  may  petha^a  Ikave  been  too 
haillly  adopted.  And  mppoaiiig  that  fact  admitted.  1  think  Ihe  physical  reason- 
inga  urged  10  %hew  that  in  a  m«st  country  animals  most  be  iniall.  and  that  in  a 
hot  one  they  muri  be  lari^e,  are  not  built  on  the  basi«  of  npenmcnL  These 
quesiioiM  however  cannot  be  decided  ultimately  al  this  day.  More  facta  mast 
be  coDecled,  and  mote  time  flow  oB,  before  the  world  will  he  ripe  for  dedsioa. 
tn  the  meeeiinie  doubt  it  wi»doin." 
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Europe  and  America,  presenting  them  to  the  eye  in  three 
different  tables,  in  one  of  which  shall  be  enumerated  those  found 
in  both  countries  ;  in  a  second,  those  found  in  one  only  ;  in  a 
third,  those  which  have  been  domesticated  in  both.  To  facilitate 
the  comparison,  lei  those  of  each  table  be  arranged  in  gradation 
according  to  their  sizes,  from  the  greatest  to  the  smallest,  so  far 
as  their  sizes  can  be  conjectured.  The  weights  [83]  of  the  large 
aoimxls  abaU  be  expressed  in  the  English  avoirdupoise  pound  and 
its  decimals;  those  of  the  smaller,  in  the  same  ounce  and  its 
decimals.  Those  which  are  marked  thus  *,  are  actual  weights  of 
particular  subjects,  deemed  among  the  largest  of  their  species. 
Those  marked  thus  f,  are  fumi<ihcd  by  judicious  persons,  well 
acquainted  with  the  species,  and  saying,  from  conjecture  only, 
what  the  largest  individual  they  had  seen  would  probably  have 
weighed.  The  other  weights  are  taken  from  Messrs.  Bullon  and 
D'Aubenton,  and  are  of  such  subjects  as  came  casually  to  iheir 
hands  for  dissection.  This  circumstance  must  be  remembered 
where  their  wcit;hts  and  mine  stand  opposed ;  the  latter  being 
stilted  not  to  produce  a  conclusion  in  favor  of  the  American 
species,  hut  to  justify  a  suspension  of  opinion  until  we  are  better 
informed,  and  a  suspicion,  in  the  meantime,  that  there  is  no  uni- 
form difference  in  favor  of  either ;  which  is  all  I  pretend.     [84] 

A  tomparaiive  View  af  the  Quadrupfds  ef  Eurape  and  0/  Anurittt, 
I.     ABORIGINALS  OF  BOTH. 


MiBtmoth ,, 

Bvlala     BiKia 

WUtaBur.     Oun  bluK 

Carribou.    Rcnnc .... 

Baw.     Oan 

Elk.     Elan.     Orignol  polmatcd'. 

Red  deer.     CeH 

l-'allaw  Den.     Daim 

W0I  t.     Loop 

Roc.     ChcfTcnil , 

Glallan      nioalan.     Cucajou. . . . 

Wildcat.     Chat  saangt 

Ljmx.     Loap  c«rviar..   .■•....., 
waver.    Ounat 


155-7 

1S8.8 

167.8 

56.7 


*i8oo 


'  "  Oripul  BOOM  pttlnuted  "  in  edition  of  18J3, 
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BU&OPK. 


America. 


Coat! 

CoCTidou , 

Sloih.     Al 

&op«joi]  OitnriDi. ,. 

Sflpajou  Coaiia, ,    ,. 

Taton  EncubeM.. ., 

TjitQU  Apftr 

TAtoii  Cachic* 

LittJcCoendoa.. 

Oposnim.     Saiigne ^.,. 

Ttpcti 

Margay , ,, 

Cnbier 

Agouli. ..... 

Sspajou  S»T. ,, 

T«tou  CiTquio^n 

Tmou  Taiouite.... ..... 

MouB'etlc  Squash 

MouHeite  ctincbe, .......... 

MouSellc  Coaepate 

ScunSt 

Mouffelle.     Zorill* , 

Wb&bnq.     Hare.     Rabbit.... 

Aperu 

AkoDchi ,,., 

Ondatra.     Miulcral 

Pilftri.. .. 

Great  gray  squirrel 

Koi  squirrel  of  Virginia, . 

Surikate 

Mink 

Sapajou.     Sajou , , 

Indian  pig.    Cocbon  d'Inde. . 

Sapa jou  Sainiri 

Phalanger 

Coqualain , 

Lesser  gray  raitirTel. 

Bkck  S(|uine] 

Red  Kijiiirrel,  ,,.i,.,.. 

bagoin  Saki 

Sagoin  E^iache. 

Sago-io  Taoiarin 

Saguin  OuUliti  

Sagoin  M  arakine 

Jiigoin  Mico 

Cayoppllin.  , 

FoumillicT 

Marmos* 

tiaiigue  of  Cajenoe 

Tucan 

Red  mole...... 

Ground  sqai'rret 


lb. 

16.  J 
I3- 

^8 


7. 
6.5 
[86] 


4.» 
3.5 

3-3 


+3.7 

3. 
+2. 

1.8 
1.6 
'S 


IQ. 


1.5 


[87I 

IM. 

4-4 


4. 
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ni.    DOMESTICATED  IN  BOTH. 


ItaM. 

DflB... 

Cm.... 


*t$oo 

•1366 

•i«oo 


I  have  not  inserted  in  the  first  table  the  Pboca,'  nor  leather- 
winf^ed  bat,  because  the  one  living  half  the  year  in  the  vater, 
and  the  uthei  beiag  a  winged  animal,  the  iodividuaU  of  each 
fpecies  may  visit  both  continents. 

Of  the  animals  in  the  ist  Ubie,  Mons  de  Buffon  himself  informs 
UK  [XXVII,  130,  XXX.  213,1  that  the  beaver,  the  otter,  and  shrew 
mouse,  though  of  the  same  species,  are  larger  in  America  than 
Europe.  This  should  therefore  have  corrected  the  generality  of 
his  expressions  XVIII.  143.  and  elsewhere,  that  the  animals  com- 
mon to  the  two  countries,  are  considerably  less  in  America  than 
in  Europe,  *el  cela  sans  aucune  exception.'  He  tells  us  too, 
[Quadrup.  VIIL  334,  edn.  Paris  1777]  that  on  examining  a  bear 
from  America,  he  remarked  no  differ-fSglcnce,  *'  dans  /«  forme 
dc  cet  oun  d'Ameriquc  compart  a  celui  d'Europe,"  but  adds 
from  Bartram's  journal,  that  an  American  bear  weighed  400  lb. 
English,  cf|ual  to  367  lb,  French  :  whereas  we  find  the  European 
bear  examined  by  Mons.  Daubenton,  [XVU.  S3,]  weighed  but 
141  lb.  French.    That*  the  palmated  Elk  is  larger  in  America 

'  It  Uuiii  lh«i  thu  aninul  is  tddom  «c«n  ftbovc  thiny  miks  from  Eborc.  or 
beyonij  llw  jbtb  degm  or  hilitude.  The  intcr^accDl  uUnds  bclirccn  A^a  •ndl 
Amrric*  admit  hit  pasitng  from  one  continent  to  the  other  without  exceeding 
thcMi  bound*.  And  in  fad,  traveller  tell  u«  that  Ihcw  itlaads  an  placva  of 
pdncl|Nl  ruon  for  them,  and  especially  to  the  K«a«n  of  brincing  forth  tbdr 
yoaaj.— r.  7. 

*  In  dw  fldiljoo  of  lSs3  ihK  paisace  U  altered  to  read  : 

"  MJdm  telli  u  ibAt  the  moots,  orignal,  ax  palmated  elk  of  Anerlci,  is  as  high 
aa  a  ull  hone  ;  and  Caiesby  that  it  ii  about  the  bignc**  of  a  middle-eiced  ox. 
I  have  icca  a  ikcldoit  7  feel  high,  aitd  from  flood  intoniuiioB  believe  they  are 
tA\m  coniJdetably  higher.     The  Elk  of  Earopc  it  not  Iwo-tbirdiof  hit  height." 

To  tWa  puaage  In  the  edition  o(  1853  >*  appended  the  following  footnote  : 
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Iban  in  Bumpe.  we  are  informed  by  Kalm,'  »  Naturalist,  who 
viiited  ihe  former  by  public  appointment,  for  the  express  purpo&e 
of  examining  the  subjects  of  natural  history.  In  this  fact  I'cnnant 
concurs  with  him.  [Barrington's  Miscellanies.]  The  same  Kalm 
tells  us'  thai  the  Black  Moose,  or  Rerne  of  America,  is  as  high 
as  a  tail  horse  ;  and  Catesby,'  that  it  is  about  (he  bigness  of  a 
middle  sited  ox.  The  same  account  of  their  size  has  been  given 
me  by  many  who  have  seen  them.  But  Mons.  Daubenton  says  * 
that  the  Renne  of  Europe  is  about  the  size  of  a  Ked-I>cer.  The 
Wesel  is  larger  in  America  than  in  Europe,  as  may  be  seen  by 
comparing  its  dimensions  as  reported  by  Mons.  Daubenton*  and 
Kalm.  The  latter  tells  iis,*  that  the  Lynx  badger.  Red  foa,  and 
Flying  sqairrel,  arc  the  same  in  America  as  in  Europe  ;  by  [90] 
which  expression  I  understand,  Ihey  are  the  same  in  all  materia) 
circumsunccs,  in  size  as  well  as  others  :  fur  if  they  were  smaller, 
they  would  differ  from  the  European.  Our  gray  fox  is,  by 
Catcsby's  account.*  little  di0ercnt  in  size  and  shape  from  the 
European  fox.  I  presume  he  means  the  red  fox  of  Europe,  as 
does  Kalm,  where  he  says  *  that  in  size  *  they  do  not  quite  come 
up  to  our  foxes.'  For,  proceeding  next  to  the  red  fox  of  America, 
he  says,  '  they  are  entirely  the  same  with  the  European  sort.' 
Which  shows  he  had  in  view  one  European  sort  only,  which  was 
Ihe  red.  So  thai  the  result  of  their  testimony  is,  that  the  Ameri- 
can gray  fox  is  somewhat  less  than  the  European  red ;  which  js 
equally  true  of  the  gray  fox  of  Europe,  as  may  be  seen  by  com- 
paring the  measures  of  the  Count  dc  Buffon  and  Mons.  Dauben- 
ton.* The  white  bear  of  America  is  a-i  large  as  that  of  Europe. 
The  bones  of  the  Mammoth  which  has  been  found  in  America, 

"  Thb  tentence  to  the  fini  cditioD  began  u  follows :  'Kalm  tcll>  db  thai  ihe 
BUck  MoDM  or  Rvodc  of  Amcrioi  is  %%  bi^h  u  a  lall  borw.'  Ac.  The  author 
eatraeiBd  It  a»  id  the  tut.  appfioding  ■  narcinnl  note  in  these  words :  '  This  ia 
■M  CMTKI.  KaliD  looiiilcn  the  Moose  as  the  Elk.  and  no<  as  the  RescK, 
Mun  is  the  Algonkin  name  ol  tite  Ori|[naI,  or  Elk.' — I.  xzviL" 
'I.  «33.  Lon.  ijyt.— T".  7. 

•  lb.  313  — y  7  •  I-  axvii.— r.  7. 

•  XXIV.  i6x— r.  7.  •  XV.  4a.- 7".  7. 
■  I.  359-  I.  4».  aai.  ssi-  H.  %%.—  T,  J.        » 11.  ?«.— r.  7. 

•i.»o.-r.  7. 

•  XXVIl.  63.    XIV.  119.  KanH.  n.  3S7.  Bnflon.  Qatd.  IX.  I.— T.  7. 
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are  as  \*x%e  as  those  found  in  the  old  world.  It  may  be  asked. 
why  I  insert  the  Mammoth,  as  if  it  still  existed  ?  I  ask  in  return, 
why  ]  should  omit  it,  as  if  it  did  not  exist  ?  Such  is  the  economy 
of  nature,  that  [91]  no  instance  can  be  produced,  of  her  having 
permitted  any  one  race  of  her  animals  to  become  extinct ;  of  her 
having  formed  any  link  in  her  great  work  so  weak  as  to  be  broken. 
To  add  to  this,  the  traditionary  testimony  of  the  Indians,  that 
this  animal  still  exists  in  the  corlhem  and  western  parts  of 
America,  would  be  adding  Ihe  li^ht  of  a  taper  to  that  of  the 
meridian  sun.  Those  parts  still  remain  in  their  abongtnal  state, 
unexplored  and  undisturbed  by  us,  or  by  others  for  us.  Fie  may 
as  well  exist  there  now,  as  lie  did  formerly  where  we  find  his 
bones.  If  he  be  a  carnivorous  animal,  as  some  Anatomists  have 
conjectured,  and  ihc  Indians  affirm,  his  early  retirement  may  be 
accounted  for  from  the  general  destruction  of  the  wild  game 
by  the  Indians,  which  commences  in  the  first  iostaol  of 
their  connection  with  us.  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  match- 
coats,  hatcheis,  and  firelocks,  with  their  skins.  There  remain 
then  the  '  buffalo,  red  deer,  fallow  deer,  wolf,  roe,'  glutton,  wild 
cat,  monax,  vison,  hedgehog,  marten,  and  water  rat,  of  the  com- 
parative sizes  of  which  we  have  not  sufficient  lestimony.  It  does 
not  appear  that  Messrs  de  Buffon  and  [91]  Daubenton  have 
measured,  weighed,  or  seen  those  of  America.  It  is  said  of  some 
of  them,  by  some  travellers,  that  they  are  smaller  than  the  Euro- 
pean. But  who  were  these  travellers  ?  Have  they  not  been  men  of 
a  very  different  description  from  those  who  have  laid  open  to  us 
the  other  three  quarters  of  the  world  ?  Was  natural  history  the 
object  of  their  travels  ?  Did  they  measure  or  weigh  the  animals 
they  speak  of  7  or  did  they  not  judge  of  them  by  sight,  or  perhaps 
even  from  report  only  7  Were  they  acquainted  with  the  animals 
of  their  own  country,  with  which  they  undertake  to  compare  them  \ 
Have  they  not  been  so  ignorant  as  often  to  mistake  the  species  ?* 
A  true  answer  to  these  questions  would  probably  lighten  their 

■  In  the  ciclilion  o(  18$)  it  here  Inacrlei)  the  wonl  "  Rennc" 

*7*ltc  won)  "roc"  b  ooiilled  in  the  edition  o(  lSS3> 

*  1  n  the  edition  of  1853  it  ■  faotDQtc  :  "  Even  Anicr.  Vop,  Hiys  he  uw  Iwitt 
and  wild  bean  in  Anieiiak^L«Uer>,  p«C*  77-  K*  <**  *  Mrpeal  S  bisode 
lone,  and  u  thick  u  hb  owa  waist. —Liii." 
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authority,  so  as  lo  render  it  insufficient  for  the  foundation  of  an 
hypothesis.  How  unripe  wc  yet  are,  for  an  accurate  comparison 
of  the  animals  of  the  two  countries,  will  appear  from  the  work  nf 
Mons.  de  Buffon.  The  ideas  we  should  have  fonned  of  the  sizes 
of  some  animals,  from  the  information  he  had  received  at  his  first 
publicalions  concerning  them,  are  very  dif-[9i]erent  from  what 
his  subsequent  communications  give  us.  And  indeed  his  candor 
in  this  can  never  be  too  much  praised.  One  sentence  of  his  book 
must  do  him  immortal  honour.  '  J'atme  atiiani  une  personne  qui 
me  releve  d'une  erreur,  qu'une  autre  qui  m'apprend  une  verit^, 
parce  qu'en  effel  une  erreur  corrig^e  est  une  vcril^."  He  seems 
to  have  thought  the  cabiai  he  first  examined  wanted  little  of  its 
full  growth.  '  II  o'etoit  pas  encore  (out-a-fait  aduUe.'  *  Yet  he 
weighed  but  46}  lb.,  and  he  found  afterwards,*  that  these  animals, 
when  full  grown,  weigh  100  lb.  He  hxd  siiiiposed,  from  the 
examination  of  a  Jaguar,*  said  to  be  two  years  old,  which  weif^hcd 
but  16  lb.  12  oz.,  that  when  he  should  have  acquired  his  full 
growth,  he  would  not  be  larger  than  a  middle-sized  dog.  But  a 
sabset|uent  account  *  raises  his  weight  to  200  lb.  Further  infor- 
inatioo  will,  doubtless,  produce  further  corrections.  The  wonder 
is,  not  that  there  is  yet  something  in  this  great  work  to  correct, 
but  that  ihcre  is  90  little.  The  result  of  this  view  then  is,  that  of 
id  quadrupeds  common  to  both  countries,  7  are  said  10  be  larger 
in  America,  7  of  equal  [94]  size,  and  1 2  not  sufficiently  examined. 
So  that  the  first  table  impeaches  the  firet  member  of  the  assertion, 
that  of  the  animals  common  to  both  countries,  the  American  are 
smallest,  "  et  cela  sans  aucune  exception."  It  shows  it  is  not 
just,  in  alt  the  latitude  in  which  its  author  has  advanced  it,  and 
probably  not  to  such  a  degree  as  to  found  a  distincuoD  between 
the  two  countries. 

Proceeding  to  the  second  table,  wliich  amngea  the  animals 
found  in  one  of  the  two  countries  only,  Mons.  de  Buffon  oh- 
lerves,  that  the  tapir,  the  elephant  of  America,  is  but  of  the  size 
ol  a  small  cow.  To  preserve  our  comparison.  I  will  add.  Ihat 
ibe  wild  iKiar,  llie  elephant  of  Europe,   is  little  more  than  half 


»  Q«d.  IX.  IJ8.— r.  7. 
■Quad.  IX.  159.— r.  7. 


•  XXV.  1B4.— r.  7. 
•XIX.*.— r.  7. 


VOL.  HL— (O 


'  Qtt«L  IX.  41.— r.  7. 
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that  size.  I  have  made  an  elk  with  round  or  cylindrical  horns 
an  animal  of  America,  and  peculiar  to  it ;  becau&e  1  have  seen 
many  of  them  myself,  and  more  of  their  horns ;  and  because  I 
can  say,  from  the  best  information,  that,  in  Virginia,  this  kind  of 
elk  has  abounded  much,  and  still  exists  in  smaller  numbers  ;  and 
1  r.ould  ne%*er  learn  that  the  palmatcd  kind  had  been  scvn  here 
at  all.'  I  suppose  this  confined  to  the  [95]  more  noithem  lati- 
tudes.' I  have  made  our  hare  or  rabbit  peculiar,  believing  it  to 
be  [96]  different  from  both  the  European  animals  of  [97J  those 
denominations,  and  calling  it  therefore  by  its  Algonquin  name, 
Whabus,  to  keep  it  distinct  from  these.     Kalm  u  of  the  same 

'  In  the  edition  of  1853  th»«nd  of  th«  sentence  rmds;  "  ibe  paltiuted  kind 
IS  confined  lo  the  more  NiMtli«m  latitndc*," 

*  The  dcKriptions  of  Throdiit.  Dcnys  ind  La  Hooun,  cited  by  Moosicu 
de  Buffan,  under  the  ftnicic  Elan,  authorise  the  mppoiition  ihst  the  flat- 
homed  elk  ix  fonnd  in  (he  northern  parts  nf  America.  It  has  not  however  ex- 
tended to  our  Inliludes.  On  the  other  hand,  I  i-ould  never  team  Uut  the 
mnnd-homcd  cUc  hu  been  seen  further  north  than  the  Hudson's  river.  Tbi> 
ogrrM  with  ihc  former  elk  in  it*  general  character,  being,  like  that,  when  com- 
pared with  a  deer,  very  moch  larijer,  its  ears  Iodgci,  broader,  and  thicker  in 
pTDpoftioD,  itK  hair  much  longei,  neck  and  tail  liborier,  having  a  dewlap  before 
ihc  breast  (caruicula  gntiuralis  LmnKi)  a  white  ipot  often,  if  not  always,  of  a 
foot  difttacter,  on  the  hinder  part  of  the  buttock*  round  the  toil ;  its  gait  a  trot, 
and  altended  with  a  ratiling  of  the  hools  ;  but  diaiingnisbed  from  thai  deduve. 
]y  hjr  ttihom*.  which  are  not  polmsted,  but  round  and  pointed.  Thik  i»  the 
animil  deKri~bcd  bj  Cateiby  at  the  Cervut  major  Amcncanuk.  the  alaft  of 
America,  le  Cerfde  I'Aincriquc.  But  il  differs  from  tlK  Cervua  a*  lolatlj  at 
doc«  ihe  palmated  elk  tram  ibe  dxma.  And  in  fact  it  i>eetnii  to  stand  in  th« 
Mme  relation  to  the  palmatod  elk,  os  Ihc  red  deer  does  lo  the  fallow.  Il  bat 
abounded  in  Virninia,  has  been  Men,  within  my  knowledge,  on  the  eosiera  itide 
of  ifac  Blue  Ridge  nince  thK  year  176;,  is  now  common  beyond  tbo«e  mo«inlaint, 
hat  tieen  often  brought  to  n«  and  lamed,  and  its  hoRU  ore  in  the  hands  of 
many.  I  nhould  dnignale  il  as  Ihe  "Aloes  AmeHcanui  comibus  tcrtlibvs." 
It  were  to  l>c  withed,  that  nataralitu,  who  are  acquainted  with  the  renne  and 
elk  of  Europe,  and  who  may  hereafter  visit  the  nortbem  parts  of  America, 
VOoU  diamine  well  the  anitnaU  called  there  )>y  the  names  of  pay  and  Mack 
ntootr.  caribou,  orignal  and  elk.  Montieur  de  BuQon  has  done  what  could  be 
d<U)e  from  the  maicnab  in  his  hands,  toward  ckarins  up  the  confusion  Intto- 
duced  by  the  Ioom  application  of  ihc»  namn  anoog  Uic  animab  ihey  are 
memnl  to  dcdgnate.  He  reduce*  the  whole  lo  tlie  renne  and  flat-horacd  dk. 
From  all  ihe  tnformaiioo  I  have  been  able  to  collect.  ]  Urongly  Buipecl  Ibey 
w{Q  be  found  lo  cover  three,  if  not   four  dtritoct  spcdca  of  animaU.      I  bav« 
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opinion.*  T  )iav«  enumerated  Ihe  squirrels  according  to  our  own 
knowledge,  derived  from  daily  sight  of  them,  because  I  am  not 
able  to  reconcile  with  that  the  European  appellations  and  descrip- 
tions. I  have  heard  of  other  species,  but  they  have  never  come 
within  my  own  notice.  These,  I  think,  are  the  only  instances  in 
which  1  have  departed  from  the  authority  of  Mons.  de  BuITon  in 
the  con!>iruction  of  this  table.  X  take  him  for  my  ground  work, 
because  I  thick  him  the  best  informed  of  any  Naturalist  who  has 
•ever  written.  The  result  is,  that  there  arc  i8  quadrupeds  peculiar 
to  Europe  ;  more  than  four  times  as  many,  to  wit.  74  peculiar  to 
America  ;  thai  the'  first  of  these  74  weighs  [97]  more  than  the 
whole  column  of  Europeans  ;  and  consequently  this  second  table 
disproves  the  second  member  of  the  assertion,  that  the  animals 
peculiar  to  the  new  world  are  on  a  smaller  scale,  so  far  as  that 
assertion  relied  on  European  animals  for  support  ;  and  it  is  in 
full  opposition  to  the  theory  which  makes  the  animal  volume  to 
depend  on  the  circumstance**  of  htat  and  moisture. 

The  Illd.  table  comprehends  those  quadnipcds  only  which  are 

•cat  ikiiu  of  •  mooM,  kdA  of  Ihe  csribon  -.  they  ^ffer  more  Irom  each  other, 
and  trom  diat  of  tbe  roiiDd-iionicd  cUc.  than  1  ever  lair  two  »kint  difTer  which 
belaaged  to  diScfent  individuaU  of  ■nj'  wild  *peci«.  Thece  diflricnccs  we  in 
(he  color,  Icnglh,  and  coanrneu  of  the  hair,  aad  in  tbe  tiie.  lexturc,  mod 
msrluaf  the  skin.  Peritups  it  will  be  found  that  tl>ere  is,  i,  tlic  mooce,  black 
and  grav.  tlic  (ofmer  beiDR  i-oid  to  l>e  the  male,  and  the  Utter  the  (emalc ;  s. 
the  canboB  or  renoc  :  3.  ihc  fiat-homed  elk,  ororici^:  4.  the  roand-honMd 
elk.  Shocld  this  last,  ihoagh  possessing  so  nearlj^  the  characters  of  the  elk, 
be  found  to  he  ihe  tame  with  the  Ceif  d'Ardconn  nr  Brandhiti  of  Gennany 
ttm  there  will  rvmainihcthtce»[>edek(inlenuDteiated. —  T.  y.  {/«  tk*  tditien 
•/  ttSJ  '*"  if/olit'vni  (*/.-]  •'  Sec  Catcsbjr  and  Kalm — naaon  to  believe  that 
tbe  nooce  b  the  [Mliaaicd  elk  or  origtul." 

'  KalmJI.  3*0,  I.  82.— r.  7. 

*  The  Tapir  ts  the  largest  of  the  animals  peculiar  to  America.  I  collect  hU 
tteighl  thus:  MoniieBrde  Halloa  <&)%.  XXIII.  374.  that  he  ii  of  ihe  *ice  of 
a  Z«bu,  Of  a  imnll  cnu-.  He  gives  us  the  mcaKirCt  of  a  Zebn,  ib.  41.  u  Ukca 
bjr  himself,  vii.  five  feet  Mven  inchc*  from  the  maule  to  the  root  of  (be  laQ, 
■nd  five  fecit  one  inch  cinrumfcrcnce  behind  Ihe  fore-kg^.  A  bull,  meaMirin|{ 
in  the  Min«  way  ux  feci  nine  inche*  and  Bve  feel  two  inches,  wei^bed  sis  hun- 
dnd  ponnd*.  Vlll.  ij).  The  Zebu  then,  and  mI  coune  the  Tapir,  woold 
weish  aboal  five  hundred  |ioundx.  But  one  tndivirliud  of  eveiy  iipecka  of 
EvTOpean  )>cculinn  wosld  probably  wet^h  less  than  four  hundred  pooiula. 
Theae  are  French  meaiurca  and  weight*. —  T.  J. 
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domestic  in  both  countries.  That  soine  of  these,  in  some  parts 
of  America,  have  become  less  than  their  ori|i;inal  stock,  is  doubt* 
less  true  ;  and  the  reason  is  very  obvious.  In  a  thinly -peopled 
country,  the  spontaneous  productions  of  the  foreMs,  and  wa.4te 
fields,  are  sufficient  to  support  indiKerently  the  domestic  animaJs 
of  the  farmer,  with  a  very  little  aid  from  him,  in  the  se-  [99]  verest 
and  scarcest  season.  He  therefore  5nd$  it  more  convenient  to 
receive  them  from  the  hand  of  nature  in  that  indifferent  state, 
than  to  keep  up  their  size  by  a  care  and  nourishment  which 
would  cost  him  much  labour.  If,  on  this  low  fare,  these  animaU 
dwindle,  it  is  no  more  than  they  do  in  those  parts  of  Europe 
where  the  poverty  of  the  soil,  or  the  poverty  of  the  owner,  reduces 
them  lo  the  same  scanty  subsistence.  Jt  is  the  uniform  effect  of 
one  and  the  same  cause,  whether  acting  on  this  or  that  side 
of  the  globe.  It  would  be  erring,  therefore,  against  this  rule 
of  philosophy,  which  teaches  us  to  ascribe  like  effects  to  like 
causes  should  we  impute  this  diminution  of  size  in  America  to 
any  imbecility  or  want  of  uniformity  in  the  operations  of  nature. 
It  may  be  afhrmed  with  truth,  lliat,  in  those  countries,  and  with 
those  individuals  in  America,  where  necessity  or  curiosity  has 
produced  equal  attention,  as  in  Europe,  to  the  nourishment  of 
animals,  the  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  and  hogs,  of  the  one  continent 
are  as  Urge  as  those  of  the  other.  There  arc  particular  instances, 
well  attested,  where  individuals  of  this  country  have  imported 
good  breeders  from  England,  and  have  [too]  improved  their  siae 
by  care  in  the  course  of  some  years.  To  make  a  fair  comi>anson 
between  the  two  countries,  11  will  not  answer  to  bring  together 
aoimals  of  what  mitrht  be  deemed  the  middle  or  ordinary  size  of 
their  species  ;  because  an  error  in  judging  of  that  middle  or  ordi- 
nary size,  would  vary  the  result  of  the  comparison.  Thus  Mon- 
lieur  DaubentoD  '  considers  a  horse  of  4  feet  five  inches  high  and 
400  lb.  weight  French,  equal  to  4  feet  8.6  inches  and  436  lb. 
English,  as  a  middlc>sizcd  horse.  Such  a  one  is  deemed  a  small 
horse  in  America.  The  extremes  must  therefore  be  resorted  to. 
The  same  anatomist*  dissected  a  horse  of  5  feet  9  inches  height, 
French  measure,  equal  to  0  feel  1.7  English.  This  is  near  6 
iitcfaes  higher  than  any  horse  1  have  seen  :  and  could  it  be  sup- 
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posed  that  I  had  seen  the  largest  horses  io  America,  the  codcIu- 
sion  would  be,  that  ours  have  diminished,  or  that  we  have  bred 
from  a  smaller  stock.  In  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  where 
the  climate  is  favorable  to  the  production  of  grass,  bullocks  have 
been  slaughtered  which  weighed  2500,  ssoo.  and  a  100  lb.  oett ; 
and  those  of  1800  lbs.  have  been  [101]  frequent.  I  have  seen 
a  hog'  weigh  1050  lb.  after  the  blood,  bowels,  and  haii  had  been 
taken  from  him.  Before  he  was  killed,  an  attempt  was  made  to 
weigh  him  with  a  pair  of  steel-yards,  graduated  to  taoo  lb.  but  he 
weighed  more.  Yet  this  hog  was  probably  not  within  fifty  gener- 
ations of  the  European  stock.  I  am  well  informed  of  another 
which  weighed  noo  lb.  gross.  Asses  have  been  still  more 
neglected  than  any  other  domestic  animal  in  America.  They  are 
neither  fed  or  housed  in  the  most  rigorous  sea.soD  of  the  year. 
Yet  they  are  larger  Ihaa  those  measured  by  Mods.  Daubeoton  * 
of  3  feet  7^-  inches,  3  feet  4  inches,  and  3  feet  i\  inches,  the  latter 
weighing  only  715.8  lb.  These  sizes,  I  suppose,  have  been  pro- 
duced by  the  same  negligence  in  Rurope,  which  has  produced  a 
like  diminution  here.  Where  care  has  been  taken  of  ihem  on 
that  side  of  the  water,  they  have  been  raised  to  a  size  bordering 
on  that  of  the  horse  ;  not  by  the  Keat  and  dryness  of  the  climate, 
but  by  good  food  and  shelter.  Goats  have  been  also  much  \}02\ 
neglected  in  America.  Yet  they  are  very  prolific  here,  bearing 
twice  or  three  times  a  year,  and  from  one  to  five  kids  at  a  birth. 
Mons.  de  Buffon  has  been  sensible  of  a  difference  in  this  circum- 
stance in  favour  of  America.*  But  what  are  their  greatest  weights, 
1  cannot  say.  A  large  sheep  here  weighs  100  lb.  I  observe 
Mons.  Daubenton  calls  a  ram  of  63  lb.  one  of  the  middle  size.' 
But  to  say  what  are  the  extremes  of  growth  in  these  and  the  other 
domestic  animals  of  America,  would  require  information  of  which 
no  one  individual  is  possessed.'  The  weights  actually  known  and 
slated  in  the  third  table  preceding  will  suffice  to  show,  that  we 
may  conclude  on  probable  grounds,  that,  with  equal  food  and 
care,  the  climate  of  .^merica  will  preserve  the  races  of  domestic 

•  In  WiUiam*borg,  April.  1769.  — 7".  %  »  VIII.  48,  JJ.  66.-7".  J. 
•XVIII  96.— r.  J.  MX.  41.— r.  7. 

*  la  ihe  «<)ttion  of  1S53  U  «  fw«n<Mc  ■  "  Perrot  en  In  £sp«oota  hatt  creddo 
«n  niuncio  y  m  gnuideui,  desscnc,  <|iie  j>1»i:s  <le  aqueUa  iiU. — AcmU  iv.  33." 
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animals  as  large  as  the  European  stock  from  which  they  are  de- 
rived;  and,  consequently,  that  the  third  memher  of  Mons.  de 
Buflfon's  assertion  thac  the  domestic  animals  are  subject  to  degen* 
eration  from  the  climate  of  America,  is  as  probably  wrong  as  the 
first  and  second  were  certainly  so. 

That  the  lait  part  of  it  ts  erroneous,  which  afhmis  thai  the 
species  of  American  quadru-  [103]  peds  are  comparatively  few,  is 
evident  from  the  tables  taken  together.  By  these  it  appears  that 
there  arc  an  hundred  species  aboriginal  in  America.  Mens,  de 
BufTon  supposes  about  double  that  number  existing  on  ihe  whole 
earth.'  Of  these  Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa,  furnish  suppose  iz6  ; 
that  is,  the  2O  common  to  Europe  and  America,  and  about  100 
which  are  not  in  America  at  alt.  The  American  species,  then, 
are  to  those  of  the  rc5t  of  the  earth,  as  100  to  126,  or  4  to  5. 
But  the  residue  of  the  earth  being  double  the  extent  of  America, 
the  exact  proportion  would  have  been  but  as  4  to  Z. 

Hitherto  I  have  considered  this  hypothesis  as  applied  to  brute 
animals  only,  and  not  in  \\s,  extension  to  the  man  of  America, 
whettier  aboriginal  or  transplanted.'  It  is  the  opinion  of  Moos,  de 
BofTon  Chat  the  former  furnishes  no  exception  lo  it.' 

*  Quoiqne  le  Muvai;e  du  nouvcKu  mo«<le  wit  b-peu-pr^  de  meinv  suiurc  que 
rhommc  de  ntilrc  rmmdu,  ccU  nc  suffit  pas  pour  qu'il  puJac  laira  unc  cxoeptiao 
an  l*it  ^ncral  du  nprtisscmcnt  dc  la  aaiurc  viranlc  dtnt  laut  cc  irantinent  :  Ic 
jwurige  est  foihie  it  petit  par  let  orgaiws  de  U  g^tic'rarion  ;  U  n'*  ni  poil,  ni 
b*tbc,  &  (104]  Dullc  ardeur  pour  u  fcmcllc  ;  quoiqae  p]iu  Icger  que  I'Euro- 
pcea,  parcc  qu'il  a  plus  d'liabitudc  1  oouhr,  il  est  ccpcndant  braucoup  main* 
fort  <lc  corps  ;  il  at  «a«»  liien  moin*  tenubic,  ft  cepenflant  pin*  cmintif  et  plus 
UcM  \  II  It's  BoUc  vivacii^,  nullc  actirit^  dans  Tftme  ;  ccUc  dn  corp^  est  moiu 
«n  csercicc,  un  niuuvemcnt  voloiiiaire  qii'uuc  n^eaite  d'actloa  ca«»fe  par  k 
Ikctoin  ;  •Sici  lui  la  (aim  ct  U  soil,  vous  dctmiru  en  mcmc  t^mpa  le  princip«  aciif 
de  touk  so  looarciiiciu  ;  il  dMncnrcra  fttupi'deoienl  en  rcpos  sur  s»  janib«»  oa 
oonche  prndani  du  joun  cnlicn.  II  nc  faat  pan  allcr  chctchct  plun  loiu  la 
cauae  dc  la  vie  dispense  dci  utuTngc*  &:  dc  tcur  ^toignement  pour  la  HKivtc  :  la 
plw  prcciexue  <<liticelle  du  (eu  de  la  nature  leuj  a  ixt  refus^ ;  ih  tnanquenl 
d'ardevr  pour  lenr  remelle,  &  pai  comeriuent  d'aiuow  pour  Imn  seniblaMca  ;  m 
connoiHUit  paa  raiiachracDt  le  plw  vi(.  le  plua  undre  dc  tom,  Icurs  autitt  un- 
llmcBa  de  ce  ][enrc.  lont  froidi  &  lanpiuiHiiui ;  iU  aiment  foibleincot  lcur>  p^rea 
el  l«urs  enfant ;  ta  aodctj  Ii  pins  Intime  de  toates,  celle  de  la  m^noe  famille 

'  XXX.  3I9. —  T.  7.     In  ibe  edition  (rf  t&53  la  a  funhcr  reference  to:  "aviii, 
191." 
•l  ClaHi^ro,  \\%.—F^tH«U  in  eiithn  ff  iSsj-       '  XVIU.  146.— T.  J. 
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a'«  done  chet  eux  ^u«  dc  Toibks  liens  ;  I*  societe  d'one  funille  k  I'avtre  B'en  a 
point  du  loot ;  ilh  lot*  oullc  rca.[t(i$'|iiioo,  natle  r^)DbIi<]a«,  nulle  ^Ut  UKial. 
1^  phfuiquc  de  I'ai&ouT  f%il  cbci  ruK  le  Diiiml  dm  tn<rurs  :  Icur  cwur  e*t  gltu:^. 
kur  KKtci^  froida  &  Iciir  vtnpire  dur.  lU  nc  nreardenl  teun  femnm  qa« 
corame  da  wrv«ntcs  de  [xidc  ou  de$  bciev  de  iKidiine  qu'il»  diaigent.  tans 
mcMcetncni,  dn  (■rdeni  de  leur  duuae  &  qn'iU  fonrcnl,  sans  pilJc,  ant  rccon- 
Doisnncc,  i  dca  ouvraecs  qui  souvrat  soni  au  dcssns  dc  leun  iorcca  ;  ik  n'oot 
que  pen  d'enfans :  ik  en  oni  peu  de  soin  :  lom  ae  raaeni  de  leur  prenler 
d^faui ;  'i\t>  »oni  indifltrenli  parcc  qu'ils  K)nt  pea  puissan*.  ft  ccllc  tndifl^rence 
pour  Ic  scxr  »1  la  lAchc  ur^iucUc  qui  flctrit  la  nature,  qui  rcmpfcbe  dc 
tVpanouir,  &.  qni  dctniiunt  \e%  gcrma  dc  la  vie,  ciNi|ie  en  mcroe  temp* 
la  radne  de  la  nociete.  I.'homme  ae  fait  done  point  d'exirrplion  id.  1^ 
uton  en  lui  rcfusant  le»  ptuuances  de  I'ainour  I'a  pins  maluaitc  et  plus 
npctiaac  qa'aucuB  des  animaux.' 

An  afnictJDg  picture,  indeed,  which  for  the  honor  of  human 
nature,  I  am  glad  to  believe  has  no  original.  Of  the  Indian  of 
South  America  I  know  nothing  ;  for  1  would  not  honor  with  tlie 
appdIatioD  of  knowledge,  what  I  derive  from  the  fables  published 
of  them.  These  I  believe  [io6]  to  be  just  as  true  as  the  fables 
of  .-Esop.  This  belief  is  founded  on  what  I  have  seen  of  man, 
white,  red,  and  black,  and  what  has  been  written  of  him  by 
authors,  enlightened  themselves,  and  writing  among  an  enlight- 
ened  people.  The  Indian  of  North  America  Iteing  more  within 
our  reach,  I  can  speak  of  him  somenhai  from  my  own  knowledge, 
but  more  from  the  information  of  others  better  acquainted  with 
him,  and  on  whose  truth  and  judgment  I  can  lely.  From  these 
sources  I  am  able  to  say,  in  contradiction  to  this  representation,' 
that  he  is  neither  more  defective  in  ardor,  nor  more  impotent 
with  his  female,  than  the  white  reduced  to  the  same  diet  and  ex- 
ercise ;  that  he  is  brave,  when  an  enterprise  depends  on  bravery;' 
education  with  him  muking  the  point  of  honor  consist  in  the  de- 
struction of  an  enemy  by  strategem,  and  in  the  preservation  of  his 
own  person  free  from  injury  ;  or,  perhaps,  this  is  nature,  while  it 
is  education  which  teaches  us  to  'honor  force  more  than  [107] 

*  Amer.  Vesp.,  13  :  "  Fnora  dj  misurn  Innsuroai,"  ftc.,  108. — fittOMt  iM 
^JiUem  of  /gjj. 

*  AmcT.  Vesp,,  30.  31,  39,  75.  "  IH  tniono  sfono,  ed^jnuide  anino."^/}., 
78.— /Wi»«/f  in  nfilivn  ef  fSjJ. 

*  Sol  Kodotnonte  ipretta  di  venire 
tic  ran.  dore  la  via  tneiM  i  ficam.— Aristo,  14, 1 17.—  T.  J. 
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fiaes8«  ;  that  he  will  defend  himself  against  a  ho&t  oC  enemies, 
always  choosing  to  be  killed,  rather  than  to  surrender,'  though  ii 
[toSj  be  (o  the  whites,  who  he  know-s  will  treat  him  well ;  that  in 
other  situations,  also,  he  meets  death  with  more  deliberation,  and 
endures  tortures  with  a  firtnnc&s  unknowo  almost  to  religious  en- 
thusiasm with  us  ;  that  he  is  aifectiunate  to  his  chilJicD,  careful 
of  them,  and  indulgent  in  the  extreme ;  that  his  affections  com- 
prehend his  other  connections,  [109]  weakening,  as  with  us,  from 
circle  to  circle,  as  they  recede  from  the  centre  ;  that  his  friend- 
ships arc  strong  and  faithful  to  the  uttermost '  extremity  ;  that 

'  In  %o  jndicMui  *n  aulbov  lu  Don  Ulloa,  and  one  to  whom  we  arc  indebted 
iot  ihc  moil  preciK  inIonn*lion  wc  Kavc  of  Soulh  America,  1  AtA  no4  expect  to 
find  BQcb  »sMftiont  ai  tile  lulluwiii^  :  "  Lot  Indios  vencidof  worn  los  mas  c(^ 
baides  y  piuilaDimet  que  m  poedeii  *«  .—x  Itacen  inOcentet,  te  hamQlaD  liasta 
el  dtsprecio,  dJKiulpaii  sg  JDconudcrailo  •irojo,  y  con  lai  Eoplicas  y  lo»  rnegot 
dAn  Mcuras  pnicbas  de  sti  pusila&iinidad. — &  lo<]iic  micrca  Us  historias  de  la 
ConqaiMa.  sobre  sue  gnndcs  accioncs,  e<  en  un  lendlco  tigundo.  6  cl  ouaetar 
de  «tu  gentei  tto  cs  ahora  legun  en  cotODCCs  ;  pcra  lo  que  no  liene  duda  es, 
que  las  Nnciones  dc  La  parte  Septentrional  mibaiilen  en  la  miamB  liberud  que 
•icmpre  ban  tcniiio,  sin  hahcr  «ido  sojuigadoa  por  algun  Princi)ie  cxiraSn,  f 
que  viren  »et;uii  bu  regimen  y  costuubres  de  toda  la  vida,  sin  qne  baya  babido 
moU*o  pRn  que  mudcD  dc  camctcr  ;  y  en  c^tcn  »  v«  lo  mlimo,  que  uiccde  «n 
1<H  del  Pern,  y  dc  toda  la  Ame'rica  Meridional,  rcdncidoc,  y  que  iraiica  la  ban 
«aiailo."  Nottcias  Amehcanas,  EatretcniEnlenlo.  xviii.  %  i.  Don  LMloa  here 
adrniii,  that  the  auihore  who  have  descrihed  the  Indians  of  South  America,  be- 
fore they  Were  enslaved,  had  icpreacnicd  ihcm  at  a  brave  people,  and  therefore 
■ceniR  to  hare  nupected  lh»l  the  cowatdke  which  be  had  obicrred  in  ihoae  ol 
the  present  race  might  be  the  effect  of  nibjugation.  But,  tuppoaing  the  {ndiana 
of  North  America  to  be  cowuds  also,  be  conclndet  the  a»ce*ton  of  these  of 
Suulh  America  lo  bare  been  »o  loo,  and,  therefore,  that  tbcMe  author*  bare 
given  ficlioni  for  tmth.  He  wu  probably  not  acqualnled  hUnielf  with  il>e 
Indian;'  oi  North  America,  and  had  fomed  his  opiolon  from  hcar-«ay.  Creai 
Bambers  of  Krendi,  of  Knglish,  and  ol  Amencaoi.  are  pcrlcctly  acquainted 
Willi  lhe»c  people.  Had  he  had  an  opportunity  of  inquiring  of  aoy  of  these, 
llliy  wonld  have  told  him,  that  (here  never  wst  an  instance  knowa  of  an  Indian 
beg^n]'  hi*  lite  when  in  the  jiower  of  hix  enemies ;  on  the  contrary,  that  be 
oaufts  de«th  by  erery  povibte  itunll  ami  provocation.  His  reasoning,  then, 
woold  haw  bean  rcrcned  tbni :  "  Since  the  piesent  Indiaii  of  North  Anerica 
ii  brave,  and  amhort  tell  tu  thai  the  oaccitors  of  tbow  of  Soulh  America  were 
brarealso,  tl  miM  follow  thai  the  cowardice  of  their  descendants  it  the  efi«ct 
of  MibjuKation  and  ill  ireatinenl."  For  he  observes  >b.  §.  37.  that  "  1m 
obrsfTcs  loi.  ■niquillaii  par  la  inhununiilaif  coo  quo  *«  le«  Irala."—  T.  J. 

'  A  rcmuLaUe  instance  of  this  sp|>ciirBd  in  ihe  case  ol  the  late  C(Joik]  Byrd, 


his  scDsibility  is  keen,  eveo  the  warrion  weeping  mo&t  bitterly  on 
the  loss  of  their  children,  though  tn  general  they  endeavor  to 
appear  superior  to  human  events  ;  that  bis  vn-acity  and  activity 
[no]  of  mind  is  oiual  to  ours  in  the  same  situation  ;  hcDce  his 
eagemesR  for  hunting,  and  for  games  of  chance.  The  women  are 
submitted  to  unjust  drudgery.  This  I  believe  is  the  case  with 
every  barbarous  people.  With  such,  force  is  law.  The  stronger 
sex  therefore  imposes  on  the  weaker.  It  is  civilization  alone  which 
replaces  women  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  natural  equality.  That 
first  teaches  us  to  subdue  the  selfish  passions,  and  to  respect  tfaose 
rights  in  others  which  we  value  in  ourselves.  Were  we  in  equal 
barbarism,  our  females  would  be  equal  drudges.  The  man  with 
them  is  less  strong  than  with  us,  but  their  woman  stronger  than 
ours  ;  and  both  for  the  same  obvious  reason  ;  because  our  raan 
and  their  woman  is  habituated  to  labor,  and  formed  by  it.  With 
both  races  the  sex  which  is  indulged  with  ease  is  the  least 
athletic.  An  Indian  man  is  smalt  In  the  hand  and  wrist,  for  the 
same  reason  for  which  a  sailor  is  large  and  strong  io  the  arms 
and  shoulders,  and  a  porter  in  the  legs  and  thighs.  They  raise 
fewer  children  than  we  do.  The  causes  of  this  are  to  be  found, 
not  in  a  difference  of  nature,  but  of  circumstance.  The  women 
very  frequently  attcndin;  the  men  in  [in]  their  parties  of  war 
and  of  hunting,  child-bearing  becomes  extremely  inconvenient 
to  them.  It  is  said,  therefore,  that  they  have  learned  the 
practice  of  procuring  abortion  by  the  use  of  some  vegetable  ; 
and  that  it  even  extends  to  prevent  conception  (or  a  considerable 

who  wsi  sent  to  the  Cberokee  nsti'on  to  trmiuact  some  Inuiness  with  llieni.  It 
kippen«d  thit  tome  of  our  ditorderly  people  hod  just  killed  one  ot  two  erf  that 
Mtion.  It  wmx  therefore  piropcraed  in  Ihc  mnncil  of  Ibe  Clieiukcet  thkt  Coluael 
8yt<4  riMwtd  It  pnl  to  dc«tb,  in  revenge  for  the  Iom  of  their  couDtryncn. 
Amoag  ihein  wu  a  chief  nained  Sil>kie«,  who,  on  KMue  formu  occauon,  had 
contimcLcd  ati  acquaintance  and  (rleii(khi(>  with  Culonel  Djnd.  He  cune  to  him 
ewty  night  in  hu  teat,  aivd  told  hiin  not  to  be  afraid,  ibcy  should  ooi  kill  bim. 
Alter  many  dap*  (tetiberaiinn,  howcrcr,  the  dctenniiiatiaa  waa.  contrary  to 
Sil>We«'i  ei[iectailon.  that  Uytd  fbould  be  pat  lo  de*tfa.  and  tome  warrion  «rer« 
despatched  4s  exccotioncrs.  Sili^ace  attended  them,  4nd  when  they  entered 
the  tcQt,  he  threw  himtelf  tielween  ibcm  and  Bjtnl,  and  kud  tu  the  warriors, 
*'  Thi«  man  it  my  fnciti!  ;  before  you  get  at  him,  yoa  roust  kill  me."  On  winch 
they  reinraed,  auil  iIm  cuuncH  rvspected  th«  principle  to  loiicb  ai  to  recede  (rtNO 
their  deienninatioii.— 7*.  y. 
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time  after.'  Daring  these  parties  they  are  exposed  to  nameroas 
hazards,  to  excessire  exertions,  to  the  greatest  extrcnitties  of 
huD^er.  Even  at  their  homes  the  nation  depends  for  food, 
throagfa  a  certaJD  pan  of  every  ^ear,  on  the  gieaniogs  of  the 
forest ;  that  is,  they  experience  a  famine  once  in  every  jrear. 
With  all  animals,  if  Ihe  female  be  illy  fed,  or  not  fed  at  all,  her 
young  perish  ;  and  if  both  male  and  female  be  reduced  to  like 
want,  genemtion  becomes  less  active,  )rss  productive.  To  the 
obsracles,  then,  of  want  and  hazard,  which  nature  has  opposed  to 
the  multiplication  of  wild  animals,  for  the  purpose  of  restrauuDg 
their  numbers  within  certain  bounds,  those  of  labour  and  of 
voluntary  abortion  arc  added  with  the  Indian.  No  wonder,  then, 
if  tbejr  multiply  less  than  we  do.  Where  food  is  regularly  sup* 
plied,  a  single  farm  will  show  more  of  cattle,  than  a  whole 
country  of  forc»ts  can  of  buffalos.  The  [iia]  same  Indian 
women,  when  married  to  while  traders,  who  feed  them  uid  their 
children  plentifully  and  regularly,  who  exempt  them  from  exces- 
sive drudgery,  who  keep  them  stationary  and  unexposed  to  acci- 
dent, produce  and  raise  as  many  children  as  the  white  women* 
Insunces  are  known,  under  these  circumstances,  of  their  rearing 
a  dozen  children.  An  inhuman  practice  once  prevailed  in  ihts 
country,  of  making  slaves  of  the  Indians.*  It  Is  a  fact  well  known 
with  us,  that  Ihe  Indian  women  so  enslaved  produced  and  raised 
as  numerous  families  as  either  the  whites  or  blacks  among  whom 
they  lived.  It  has  been  said  that  Indians  have  less  hair  than  the 
whites,  except  on  the  head.  Rut  this  is  a  fact  of  which  fair  proof 
can  scarcely  be  had.*  With  them  it  is  disgraceful  to  be  hairy  on 
the  body.  They  say  it  likens  them  to  hogs.  They  therefore 
pluck  the  hair  as  fast  as  it  appears.  But  the  traders  who  marry 
their  women,  and  prevail  on  them  to  discontinue  this  practice, 

'  In  the  edilioa  of  1853  is  >  refcnnea  to :  *"  VIvoDO  OBntodnqvants  uiBi.'— 
AntcT.  Vop..  lit.     Ani«f.  Ve«p.,  13." 

'  In  the  edition  of  ]6s3  >*  ■  footnute  at  foUowi :  "Amcr.  Vcsp.,  tj.  '  Saiii» 
donne  tnulto  gcnrntivt,'  &c." 

'  In  Ihe  edition  ol  1853  an  oddlilon  b  here  nuuie  to  the  text,  *.%  followsi 
"  This  pncttre  commenreJ  with  the  SpuiiArda  with  the  £nt  dltoorcfy  of 
Ametlea.— [Scc  llcircn,  Amcr.  V&p.)." 

'  "  Aner.  V«|>,,  ^"—Fottrnvlt  im  fJititm  c/  /SjJ- 
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say,  that  nature  is  the  same  with  them  as  with  the  whites.  Nor, 
if  the  fact  be  true,  is  the  consequence  necessary  which  has  been 
drawn  from  it.  Negroes  have  notoriously  less  hair  than  the 
[i  13]  whites ;  yet  they  aie  more  ardent.  But  if  cold  and  moist- 
ure be  the  agents  of  nature  for  diminishing;  the  races  of  animals, 
how  comes  she  all  at  once  to  suspend  their  operation  as  to  the 
physical  man  of  the  new  world,  whom  the  Count  acknowledges  to 
be  '  ^  peu  pris  de  meme  atatore  que  Thomme  de  notre  monde,'  and 
to  let  loose  their  influence  on  his  moral  faculties?  How  has  tliis 
'combination  of  the  elements  and  other  physical  causes,  so  con- 
trary to  the  enlargement  of  animal  nature  in  this  new  world,  these 
obstacles  to  the  development  and  formation  of  great  germs,' ' 
been  arrested  and  suspended,  so  as  to  permit  the  human  body  to 
acquire  its  just  dimensions,  and  by  what  inconceivable  process 
has  their  action  been  directed  on  his  mind  alone  ?  To  judge  of 
the  truth  of  this,  to  form  a  just  estimate  of  their  genius  and  men- 
tal powers,  more  facts  are  wanting,  and  great  allowance  to  be 
made  for  those  circumstances  of  their  situation  which  call  for  a 
display  of  j>articular  talents  ooly.  This  done,  we  shall  probably 
find  that  ihey  are  formed  in  mind  as  well  as  body,  on  the  same 
[114]  module  with  the*  'Homo  sapiens  Europarus.'  The  prin* 
ciples  of  their  society  forbidding  all  compulsion,  they  are  to  lie 
led  to  duty  and  to  enterprise  by  personal  influence  and  persua- 
sion. Hence  eloquence  to  council,  bravery  and  address  in  war, 
become  the  foundations  of  all  cons<-quence  with  them.  To  these 
acquirements  all  their  faculties  are  directed.  Of  their  bravery 
and  address  in  war  we  have  multiplied  proofs,  because  we  have 
been  the  subjects  on  which  they  were  exercised.  Of  their  emi- 
nence in  oratory  we  have  fewer  examples,  because  it  is  displayed 
chiefly  in  their  own  councils.  Some,  however,  we  have,  of  very 
superior  lustre.  I  may  challenge  the  whole  orations  of  Demos* 
thenes  and  Cicero,  and  of  any  more  eminent  orator,  if  Europe  has 
furnished  any  more  eminent,  to  produce  a  single  passage,  superior 
to  the  speech  of  Logan,  a  Mingo  chief,  to  Lord  Dunmore,  when 
governor  of  this  state.  And  as  a  testimony  of  tlieir  talents  in 
this  line,  i  beg  leave  to  introduce  it,  first  slating  the  incidents 

'  xvm.  146.— r.  7- 

*  Linn.  Sytl.  Definition  of  1  Mm.— 7*.  y. 
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necessary  for  understanding  it.  In  the  [1153  spring  of  the  year 
1774,  a  robbery  and  murder  were  committed  on  an  inhabiunt  of 
the  frontier  of  Virginia,  by  tvo  Indians  of  the  Shawanee  tribe. 
The  neighbouring  whites,  according  to  their  custom,  undertook  to 
punish  this  outrage  in  a  summary  way.  Col.  Cresap,  a  man  in- 
famous for  the  many  murders  he  bad  committed  on  those  much 
injured  people,  collected  a  party  and  proceeded  down  the  Kan> 
haway  in  queM  of  vengeance.  Unfortunately  a  canoe  of  women 
and  children,  with  one  man  only,  was  seen  coming  from  the 
opposite  shore,  unarmed,  and  unsuspecting  an  hostile  attack  from 
the  whiles.  Cresap  and  his  party  concealed  themselves  on  the 
bank  of  the  river,  and  the  moment  the  canoe  reached  the  shore, 
singled  out  their  objects,  and  at  one  fire,  killed  every  person  in 
it.  This  happened  to  be  the  family  of  Logan,  who  had  long  been 
distinguished  as  a  friend  of  the  whites.  This  unworthy  return 
provoked  his  vengeance.  He  accordingly  signalized  himself  in 
the  war  which  ensued.  In  the  autumn  of  the  same  year  a  deci- 
sive battle  was  fought  at  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Kanhaway, 
between  the  collected  forces  of  the  Shawanese.  Mingoes  and 
Delawares,  and  [ti6]  a  detachment  of  the  Virginia  militia.  The 
Indians  were  defeated  and  sued  for  peace.  Logan,  however,  dis- 
dained to  be  seen  among  the  suppliants.  But  lest  the  sincerity 
of  a  ueaiy  should  be  distrusted,  from  which  so  distinguished  a 
chief  absented  himself,  he  sent,  by  a  messsenger,  the  following 
speech,  to  be  debvered  to  Lord  Dimmorc- 

"  I  appeal  to  any  white  man  to  say,  if  ever  he  entered  Logan's 
cabin  hungry,  and  he  gave  hira  not  meat ;  if  erer  he  came  cold 
and  naked,  and  he  cloathe<l  him  not.  During  the  course  of  the 
last  long  and  bloody  war  Logan  remained  idle  in  his  cabin  an 
advocate  for  peace.  Such  was  my  love  for  the  whites,  that  my 
countrymen  pointed  as  they  passed,  and  said,  '  Logan  Is  the 
friend  of  white  men.'  I  had  eien  thought  to  have  lived  with  you, 
but  for  the  injuries  of  one  man.  Colonel  Cre«»p,  the  List  spring, 
in  cold  blood,  and  unprovoked,  murdered  all  the  relations  of 
Logan,  not  sparing  even  my  women  and  children.  There  rum 
not  a  drop  of  my  blood  in  the  veins  of  any  living  creature.  This 
called  on  me  for  revenge.  I  have  sought  it :  I  have  killed  many  :  t 
have  fully  glutted  my  vengeance  :  for  my  coun-  [1 17]  try  I  rejoice 
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at  the  beams  of  peace.  But  do  not  harbour  a  thought  that  mtocis 
the  yyf  of  fear.  I^gan  never  fctt  fear.  He  will  not  turn  on  his 
heel  to  save  bis  life.  Who  is  there  to  mourn  for  Logan  ?— Not 
one/" 


'  The  accur«cj>  of  this  namUve  iru  challenged  by  Lotlicr  Mirtin,  ■  son-iit' 
law  of  Crcuip,  in  ■  Baltimore  {upcr.  March,  3g,  [797.  Upon  jeBenon'n  atiea- 
liOB  betac  calird  \a  ibis  h«  wrote  U>  Governor  John  Hrary  of  Mar)Und.  as 
follows: 

Philadklphia,  December  31,  1797. 

"  DkaK  Sir, — Mr-  Tauewdl  bm  cammoninled  lome  the  inquiries  jron  havv 
been  to  kiod  aa  to  make,  relative  to  a  pastagc  in  the  "  Notes  on  Virginia," 
wluch  hai  latctr  excited  aone  ncwipaper  pnbli cation v  I  (eel,  with  great 
Kuibllitjr,  the  inlere!ii  you  take  in  thix  hutineis,  and  with  pleasure,  go  into 
cvpUnatioRS  with  one  whoseobjecit  I  know  to  he  truth  and  justice  ilooe.  Had 
Mr.  Martin  ihooiKht  piroper  to  uiggett  to  me,  that  doubts  might  be  enlertained 
of  the  tianiociion  respecting  I..ogan,  as  italcd  in  the  "  Note*  on  Vir|pnia,*' 
and  to  inquire  on  whal  grounds  (hat  ualcmcnl  was  founded,  I  should  hare 
felt  mfielf  obliged  by  Ibe  Inquiry ;  have  informed  him  candidly  of  the 
grounds,  and  cordially  have  co-operaled  in  every  means  of  Investigating  the 
fact,  and  correcting  whatsoever  in  it  should  be  found  to  have  been  cmneous. 
Bat  he  cho»  to  step  at  once  into  the  newspapers,  and  in  his  pablicationi  there 
and  the  lelten  he  wrote  to  me.  adopted  a  ityle  which  (orhade  the  re*pect  of  an 
anawcr.  Senublc,  however,  thai  no  act  of  his  could  abMlvc  me  from  the  justice 
due  ti}  others,  a>  soun  ai  I  fonnd  that  the  ttory  u(  Luj^ao  cunld  be  doubled,  I 
dMetmined  to  inquire  into  it  a*  accurately  a*  the  Intimony  remaining,  aiter 
the  lapne  of  twenty  odd  yean,  would  permit,  and  thai  the  result  should  be  made 
known,  either  in  the  firat  new  edition  which  should  be  prinlnl  of  the  "  Notes  on 
Virginia,"  or  by  publishing  an  appendix.  I  thought  that  so  far  as  that  work 
had  contribated  to  impeach  the  memory  of  Creup.  by  handing  on  ao  emonecna 
ehaige  li  wa«  proper  it  Hhould  he  made  the  vehicle  of  retribatlon.  Not  ihal  I 
woa  at  all  the  author  of  the  injury  ;  1  had  only  cnocnrred,  with  thousands  and 
llKWsands  of  others,  in  believing  a  iransactioo  on  anthorily  which  merited  re- 
aped. For  the  story  of  Logan  is  only  re|>eated  in  the  "  Notes  on  Virginia," 
precisely  as  it  had  been  current  for  mort  than  a  doieo  yean  before  they  were 
published.  When  l,«rd  [>nnnion!  returned  (mm  the  expedition  against  the 
Indians,  in  1774,  be  and  his  oftcert  broaght  the  *pcech  of  Logon,  and  related 
the  citcunisiBiites.  of  it.  These  were  «>  alIc-:tiEig,  and  the  speech  itself  ao  fine  a 
morsel  of  eloquence,  that  it  became  the  theme  of  every  eanversalion,  in  Wil- 
liamsburg paitkularly,  and  genermlty,  indeed,  whercMtcver  any  of  tke 
offoers  resided  or  resorted.  1  learned  il  In  Wllliamsbtiig,  I  betirve  ol  Lord 
Duuoore's;  and  I  find  in  my  pocket-bovk  olthai  year  (1774)  an  entry  of  tke 
■aifBtlvc,  as  taken  from  the  mouth  of  some  perwn.  whose  name,  however,  is 
aot  noted,  nor  recollected,   precisely  in  the  words  stated  in  the  *'  Notes  on 


Before  we  condemn  the  Indians  of  this  continent  as  wanting 
genius,  we  must  consider  that  letters  have  not  yet  been  introduced 
among  tbem.     Were  we  to  compare  them  in  their  present  state 

Vii^DJA."  The  speech  wa>  pnbltshcd  in  the  Virginia  Cmicttcof  Ihal  time,  (I 
have  tl  niyielf  in  the  vulnme  of  f^iellcs  of  that  year,)  and  though  it  was  the 
iTftntlation  miule  I)y  thr  cotamoii  inlrrpretcr,  and  in  a  *tyle  hy  no  means  ele> 
Saot.  jrct  il  w»  so  ndmucl,  thni  i(  flew  through  all  ihc  public  papen  of  the 
cofltinenl.  aud  ibrou|*h  the  imgaiines  and  other  periocltcal  pubtlcailona  of 
Great  Britain  ;  and  those  who  were  boys  at  that  day  will  now  attest,  thai  the 
speech  of  I-ogan  used  to  be  given  ihcm  as  a  school  cxerase  for  repetition.  It 
was  Dot  till  atMut  thirleca  or  fuurlecn  yean  after  the  Dcwspaper  piibUcalioni, 
that  the  "  Note* on  Virginia  "  were pttblinhed  in  America.  ComlwItnE,  in  these, 
the  coniumelioiH  theory  of  certain  Eoropeao  writen,  whose  celebrity  gave 
currency  and  weight  to  their  opinion*,  that  our  covntry  from  the  combined 
effecia  of  wil  and  elimate,  dqreiieratni  animal  nature,  in  general,  and  putini- 
larly  the  moral  faculties  of  raati,  I  considered  the  speech  of  Logan  as  ao  apt 
proof  of  the  contrar)-,  and  nited  it  a.t  ).uch  :  and  I  copied,  rerbaiim.  the  ftarr»' 
live  I  had  taken  down  in  1774,  and  the  speech  aiit  had  been  fiven  lu  in  a  better 
trantlalion  by  Lord  Ouninurc.  I  knew  nuthii^  of  the  CrMa|«,  and  could  nol 
poaaibly  have  a  motive  to  do  tbcm  *n  injury  with  doiigti.  I  repeated  what 
ihoutanda  had  done  before,  on  as  good  authority  «v  we  have  fur  moU  of  the 
facts  we  1enm  thtongh  life,  and  nicli  u,  10  this  moment,  1  have  seen  do  rewon 
to  doftbt.  That  any  body  qncstioncd  it,  was  never  suspected  by  mc.  till  I  aaw 
the  letterof  Mr.  Martin  in  the  Italtimotc  paper.  I  endeavored  then  to  recollect 
who  among  my  cnntemporariM,  of  Ihe  same  circle  of  society,  and  eonsequeatly 
of  the  same  rccoUcc lions,  migbt  still  be  alirc  ;  three  and  twenty  years  of  death 
and  dispersion  had  left  very  few.  1  remcmbeted,  however,  that  Oencnl  Gib> 
soa  was  still  living,  and  knew  thai  he  had  been  the  traniJator  of  the  speech.  1 
wrote  to  him  immediately.  He,  in  answer,  declares  lo  me.  (hat  he  was  Ihc 
vevy  person  seal  by  Lord  Donmore  10  the  Indian  tuwn  :  tiiat.  after  be  had 
ddirered  bia  UMisa^  there,  Logan  look  him  out  to  a  neighboring  wood :  sat  down 
with  him,  and  rehearsing,  with  tears,  the  cabutrophe  of  his  family,  gave  him  thml 
speech  for  Lord  Ehmmore  ;  that  be  carried  it  to  Lord  iJnnmorc  ;  translated  it 
to  him ;  ha*  larned  to  it  ia  the  Kncyclopedia,  as  taken  from  ibe  "  Notes  on 
Virginia."  and  finds  that  it  was  his  iransIalEon  I  had  osed,  with  only  two  or 
three  verbal  variatioiu  of  no  intporlance.  Tbcse,  I  luppoec  had  risen  ia  the 
courve  of  sucoestivc  copies.  I  die  Genera]  Gibson's  letter  by  memoty.  act 
having  it  with  me:  hot  I  am  sure  I  ate  it  uibslantially  right.  It  estahlUhes 
nnqnestionabty,  that  the  speech  of  Logan  tsgenaiiM  ;  and  that  being  established. 
il  u  Logan  himself  who  is  author  of  all  the  im[>ortanl  facts.  "Colonel 
Cteup,"  says  he.  "  in  cold  blood  and  nnprovoked,  murdered  all  Ihe  relations 
of  Logan,  not  sparing  even  my  women  and  children  ;  there  runs  not  a  drop  of 
my  blood  ia  the  veins  of  any  living  creature."    The  persoa  and  the  fact,  in  all 


with  the  Europeans  Nonh  of  the  Alps,  when  the  Roman  armsand 
arts  first  rrosscd  those  mountains,  the  compamon  would  be  UQ- 
cqual,  because,  at  that  tiiue,  tho&e  parts  o(  Europe  were  swarming 

it*  m«1<ri*l  cirvntDUuicec,  auv  here  given  hj  Logan  tiiiiHetf.  Generml  Gibcon, 
indeed,  mji.  thst  the  tide  was  mUtakcn  ;  ihat  Cmap  was  ■  Captain,  and  oof  a 
Colonel.  This  wa»  I^Dgan's  mlsuke.  He  atto  ob»erve>i,  ihat  it  vnn  on  another 
water  of  the  Ohio,  aod  not  on  the  Kaahaway,  that  his  family  was  kiJIed.  This 
u  on  error  which  hu  cnpi  into  (he  trodiiioaory  account :  bit  lorelj  of  but  little 
momeai  in  the  moral  view  of  the  Hihject.  The  material  quedion  ii^,  was 
Lu|[an'«  fainil)-  murdered,  and  by  whom  ?  That  ti  wot  mmdcred  has  not,  I 
believe,  been  dented  ;  but  it  wa»  by  one  of  the  Cre«ap«.  Logan  affimi.  This 
i»  a  qacsliaa  that  concern*  tlie  memories  of  Logan  and  Cresap  ;  to  the  issae  of 
which  I  oro  OS  indiScrcnt  as  if  I  bad  never  heard  the  name  of  cither.  I  have 
begun  and  ihatl  continnc  to  inquire  into  (be  evidence  additional  in  liOgaa'a, 
on  which  the  fact  was  fonnded,  Little,  indeed,  can  now  he  heard  of.  and  that 
little  dispencd  and  diilanl.  If  it  shall  appear  on  inquiry,  that  Lagan  has  been 
wnog  in  charging  Cresap  with  the  murder  ofhtk  famiK,  I  will  do  justice  to  the 
latmory  of  Cresap,  as  faros  I  have  contributed  to  the  injury,  by  believing  and 
repeating  wlul  utlierY  had  believed  and  repealed  before  me.  If,  on  tlie  other 
hand.  I  find  that  Logan  was  liglit  in  hi»  charge.  I  will  vindicate  as  for  as  my 
siiffra{c  nuiy  go.  the  imih  of  a  Chief,  whoie  talents  and  miafartnDes  have 
aitKhed  to  him  the  reipeci  and  commiseration  of  Ibe  world. 

I  have  gone,  my  de*r  Sir,  into  this  lengthy  detail  to  salisfy  a  mind,  in  the 
candor  and  rectitude  of  which  1  have  the  highest  confidence.  So  fax  m  yog 
may  incline  to  use  tbe  communication  for  rectifying  the  judgments  of  those  who 
are  willii^  to  see  things  truly  as  they  ore.  you  are  free  to  use  it.  But  1  pray 
that  no  confidence  which  you  may  repose  iu  any  one.  may  induce  you  lo  let  it 
pi  osl  of  your  hands,  »o  ns  to  get  into  a  n«w»paper :  against  a  contest  in  that 
field  I  otD  entirely  decided.  I  feel  exlnonlinory  gratification,  indeed,  in 
nddicflriac  *^  letter  to  yon.  with  whom  shades  of  diRerence  In  political  scnti- 
•tent  have  not  prevented  the  interchange  of  good  opinion,  nor  cut  08  tbe 
friendly  oftcca  of  societf  and  good  correspondence.  This  political  lolcraDM  IS 
the  mote  valued  by  me,  who  consider  social  harmony  as  the  first  of  human 
feliciiies,  and  the  happiest  moments,  those  which  arc  given  to  the  effiuioos  of 
the  bean.  Accept  tbcm  ainccTciy,  I  pray  yon,  from  one  who  has  the  honot  lo 
be.  with  sentiments  of  high  respect  and  alUchment.  dear  Sir,  your  most 
obcdicnl  and  mm  humble  KTvanl." 

From  thi!>  time.  Jcffcnon  corresponded  in  many  directions  to  obtain  proof  on 
ibe  mtijcci,  and  succeeded  in  nccnring  a.  number  of  depositions  and  narratives 
relating  to  Ibe  frontier  didntbances.  A  portion  of  lliese  most  favorable  lo 
jellcrwin'B  account,  be  printed  In  pimpble*  form,  three  year*  later,  with  ihi 
title  of : 

An/Appcndix/to  the/Notes  on  Virginia/Relative  to  tbe  Murder  of  Logta's 
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with  numbers  ;  because  numbers  produce  emuladoa  and  multtpljr 
the  chancen  of  impmvemrni.  and  one  nnpraremeai  begets  another. 
Yet  I  may  safely  ask,  how  many  good  poets,  bow  many  able 

FuaOy.  /  Bj  Thoaoat  Jdlcngn:  /  Hhtlwktphk :  /  Printed  bj  Suwcl  H,  Saiilh./ 
II.O.CCC./    (Iyo.  pp.  51]. 

Tiai   AppesdU  wfti  uKloded  ia  all  fuhBei)«cnt  editkiDs  of  the  N»Ut  tm 
firfiHM,  bai  wt(  his  little  rclatioa  10  jcAcncoi.ibeprcseni  editor  merely  priftU 
JcSenoB*!  talndoctian  loihe  d«raneBt*  and  his  concfatttoa. 
"  fmir^Mfti&m  to  Afffmdix. 

"  The  *  Notca  oa  Virt^nu'  were  vntten,  in  Virpou.  in  the  tmr  1781  nad 
1781,  in  BiMwer  to  oertaJn  queries  propoced  to  me  bjr  Montoevr  de  Mirbois, 
iWn  leCRtary  of  the  Frvoch  leffalion  in  th«  United  SlUa  ;  xnd  m  munscHpt 
eopy  w»  ilelioeml  lu  bim.  A  few  copies,  wlih  >o<n«  additlofi*,  wtn  ofter- 
wuds,  in  17^4,  pnated  in  Pari&,  nnd  pna  to  pnrticnhr  frimdt.  tn  ipcnluiic 
ol  the  aninuk  of  AinericB,  the  theory  of  M.  dc  BuBon,  the  Abbe  Rayon), 
•Bd  olhers  prcienteil  itself  to  conndentlon.  They  hnre  nippaaed  there  li 
MMHthing  in  the  toil,  climate,  nnd  other  circnmstanccs  of  Annien.  which 
firfinni  aaimal  nature  to  dcKenenic,  not  excepting  crcn  the  mnn.  nntirc  or 
ndoptivc,  phyucal  or  moral.  This  Iheovy,  so  nnfounded  and  degrading  to  one- 
third  the  t:'''l>*>  **>  cnlled  to  lh«  bar  of  fact  and  rcskon.  Amoog  albcr  proofs 
•dduced  in  cpittradictioD  of  this  hypotbais.  the  >pc«di  of  Losmn,  in  Indina 
chid,  delivered  to  I.urd  Dunmorc  in  1774,  «'«  produced,  u  n  ipedniui  uf  the 
liknu  of  the  ibotipnab  of  ihii  country,  and  poniculnrly  of  thdr  cloqacncc ; 
and  It  waa  believed  thai  Europe  had  nerer  produced  anything  aapmor  to  this 
nonet  ol  eloQnencc.  In  order  to  make  it  inlelligiblr  lo  the  reader,  the  Irant- 
nction,  on  whkh  it  was  foundcil,  w«k  rfalrd,  as  it  had  been  gencmlly  related 
In  America  al  ll>c  lime,  and  u  I  had  bettrd  il  iny*elf,  in  the  circle  of  Lord 
Dnnmore,  bikI  the  officen  who  accompanied  him  ;  and  Ibe  speedi  itxelf  wbb 
pYcqt  ««  it  bad,  ten  yean  before  Ibe  prinlins  of  that  book,  drcalaied  in  the 
new^poper*  ibrouKh  all  the  then  coloaies,  ihroagb  tlie  tnacailnes  of  Grent 
Brilnin,  and  periodical  pnblicaliotis  of  Europe.  For  three  and  iweoty  yents 
it  pBBied  nnconlradicied  ;  nor  was  it  ever  inspected  that  it  cvenadBiiltcd  cob> 
traMrtion.  In  1797,  bowrever,  for  tbe  fird  lime,  TMit  only  the  whole  traniaflton 
t«apeciiog  Locnn  was  aAimied  in  the  public  papcn  to  be  fabe.  but  i)ic  uprcch 
llnelf  •um^rsled  (o  be  a  roTKCiy.  and  even  a  (orgeiy  of  mine,  to  ntd  nic  in  piOT> 
hiC  that  ihc  man  of  America  was  e<|nal  in  body  arul  in  mind,  to  the  mnn  of 
Eanpfc  But  wherefore  the  forEery  ;  whether  Logan's  or  mine,  if  wuuld  aiil) 
Wvn  bwo  AaericsB.  I  thoold  indeed  consult  my  own  fame  if  the  EB)[gestJoa, 
(hat  thit  fcpceeh  is  mine,  were  snflercd  to  be  believed.  He  woatd  have  Joat 
right  to  be  proud  who  could  with  truth  claim  that  compoailion.  fint  tl  la  none 
of  mlac ;  aikd  I  yield  it  to  whom  il  is  due. 

"  On  K«lng  then  that  thit  Irsnaction  was  bcoogbt  into  qneUion,  I  thought 
It  my  dvt^  to  make  psrtlcnUr  inrjniry  inloiu  fanndallon.       It  wailhenrorvmy 
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ma  thematic  iaos,  how  many  great  mventors  in  art«  or  sciences, 
had  Europe,  North  of  the  Alps,  then  produced?  And  it  was 
sixteen  centurie«  after  this  before  a  Newton  could  be  formed.     I 


duty,  OS  it  was  alleged  that,  by  asnibinf;  to  an  indiTidusI  therein  named,  a  par- 
tidpation  in  lh«  murder  of  Logan's  family,  I  had  <lon«  an  injury  tohls  character, 
which  it  had  not  detcrvcd.  I  hod  no  knowledge  perM>natly  of  (bat  iDdividiul. 
I  had  DO  rckMn  to  aim  an  injury  at  him.  I  only  repeated  what  I  had  lienrd 
frora  otbcn,  and  what  IbouMod*  had  heard  and  believed  aa  well  as  my»eir  : 
and  which  noone  indeed,  till  then,  had  he«n  known  to  quettioii.  Twenty-ihree 
jwan  had  now  elapsed,  since  the  uanuciion  took  place.  Many  of  those  acquainted 
with  it  were  riend,  and  the  living  dispen«d  to  very  distant  parts  of  the  earth. 
Few  o(  tbetn  wetr  even  known  to  me.  To  those  however  of  whom  I  knew,  I 
made  application  by  letter  :  and  »oine  oUien,  moved  by  a  regard  (or  truth  and 
joatice,  were  kind  enough  to  come  fnrward,  of  themtclvef,  with  their  lettimony. 
Thcw  fngmentf  of  evidence,  the  small  remains  of  a  migbiy  mata  which  time 
kw  eouraied,  are  here  prevented  to  ilie  public,  in  the  form  o(  leiicn,  ccrtiB- 
eUct.  or  affidavit!,  u  they  came  to  me.  I  liave  rejected  none  of  these  formt, 
■or  rMptirvd  other  solctnnitiCB  from  those  whose  motives  and  characlen  were 
pledges  of  their  truth.  Historical  tranuclions  are  deemed  to  he  well  vouched 
by  the  timple  declaratioiu  of  iho«e  who  have  horae  a  part  in  them  ;  and 
especially  of  pertoot  having  no  interest  to  fahify  or  disfignre  them.  The 
world  will  now  nee  whether  li»ey,  or  I.  have  injured  Cmap,  by  believing 
Logan'*  charge  againit  him  \  and  they  will  decide  between  Logan  and  Cietap, 
whether  Cretap  wa«  innocent,  and   Lngan  a  calumniator? 

"  In  order  that  the  reader  may  have  a  clear  conception  of  tlie  transaction*, 
to  which  the  diflereni  parts  of  the  following  declaraiionii  refer,  he  must  take 
notice  that  they  establish  (oat  different  murders,  t.  Of  two  litdian^,  a  little 
above  Wheeling,  a.  Of  others  at  Grave  Creek,  among  whom  were  some  of 
Logan's  relations.  3.  The  massacre  ai  Baker's  bottom,  on  the  Ohio,  oppo- 
site the  mo«th  of  Yellow  Creek,  where  were  other  rclatiooi  of  Logao.  4. 
Of  iboM  killed  al  the  same  place,  coming  in  canoci  to  the  relief  of  their 
Meads.  I  place  tlie  nnmherv  1,  t.  3.  4,  against  certain  paragraphs  of  the  evi- 
dence, to  indicate  ibe  particular  murder  to  which  the  parmgraph  relates,  and 
(■cscnl  also  a  tmall  sketch  or  map  of  the  principal  scenei  of  these  bulcheriea, 
(or  their  more  ready  comprehension." 

I'bc  Toriofis  document«  arc  then  printed,  and  the  whole  condnded  by  a  sum- 
mary as  below : 

' '  From  tk  it  Ush  mvmy  the  f»li«wimg  kiMtmrical  ttattmeni  mtimJu  .- 

"  In  April  or  May,  I77-I<  *  number  of  people  being  engaged  in  looking  oat 
(or  tenlemeau  on  the  Ohio,  inlormatioa  was  spread  among  them,  that  the  In- 
dians had  robbed  some  of  Ibe  land-jobbers,  as  tho«e  advcntureri  wcncnlled, 
Almncd  for  their  safety,  they  collected  together  al  Wheeling  Crvek.     Hearing 

lh«r»  that  there  were  two  Indians  and  some  traders  a  little  above  Wheeling, 
VM_  u.— ir 
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do  Dot  mean  to  deny  that  there  are  varieties  in  the  race  of  man, 
distinguished  by  their  powers  both  of  body  and  mind.  ]  believe 
there  are,  as  [118]  I  see  to  be  the  case  in  the  races  of  other 
animals.     I  only  mean  to  Sujtgest  3  doubt,  whether  the  bulk  and 

Ctplalo  Michul  Creup,  one  o(  lli«  party,  proposed  to  waylay  and  liill  iheo. 
Tbe  pTO|MMition,  thongh  opposed,  wu  adopted.  A  party  vrcnl  up  tlkC  river, 
wilb  Crctap  at  tbcir  head,  and  killed  the  two  Indian*. 

"The  ume  ademuon  it  wa»  repotted  that  there  wa»  a  parly  of  Indiaiu  on 
theOhio,  a  little  below  Wheeling.  Cresap  and  his  party  imniedUlvly  proceeded 
down  the  river,  and  encamped  on  the  bank.  The  Indians  parsed  him  pcsceably, 
and  encamped  ai  the  mouth  of  Omvc  Creek,  a  Utile  below.  Creup  and  his 
party  attacked  Ihem  and  lulled  several.  The  Indians  returned  Uic  fire,  and 
vraandcd  one  of  Crnap's  |>arly.  Among  tbc  slain  of  tbe  Indians  were  some  ol 
Logsa'*  family.  Colonel  Zane  indeed  mprenes  a  donbt  of  it ;  hut  it  it  oflimed 
by  Ilnoston  and  Chambers.  Smith,  one  of  llie  lourderera,  said  Ihey  were 
known  and  acknowledged  to  be  Logon's  ftiends,  and  the  party  themselves  gen- 
enlly  said  so ;  Iioai-tcd  of  it  in  the  presence  of  Cresap  ;  pretended  no  pcovoco- 
tioD  ;  and  capiesscd  their  opcctattons  tkmt  Login  would  probalily  arcagc  their 
diatki. 

"  PnmttBg  these  examples,  Daniel  Cteat-honae,  and  one  Tomlinoon,  who 
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facaltics  of  animils  depend  on  the  »idc  of  tlie  Atlantic  od  which 
their  food  happens  to  grow,  or  which  furnishes  the  elements  of 
which  ihcy  arc  compounded  ?  Whether  nature  has  enlisted  her- 
self as  a  Cis-or  Trans-Atlanlic  partisan  ?     I  am  induced  to  su&> 

lived  an  the  opposite  tide  of  ihe  river  from  the  Indiaiu,  and  were  In  haUu  of 
fhendihip  with  them,  collected,  at  Ihc  hcntae  of  f'olkc,  on  Cross  Creek,  atioal 
16  miles  Irom  Baker's  Boilom,  a  party  of  33  men.  Their  object  waa  to  atiack 
k  honling  encAmpmefit  or  Imtiatit,  consiittng  of  men,  women,  aad  chiMren,  at 
tlie  laonlh  of  Yellow  Creek,  fome  diMance  above  Wheeling.  They  proceeded, 
and  when  arrived  neat  Baker'i  Bottom,  thcj  concealed  ihemaelvca.  and  Great* 
Immsc  CTDsKcd  the  river  to  the  Indian  camp.  BetnK  among  them  as  a  friend, 
he  counted  them,  and  found  tliem  too  strong  for  an  open  attack  with  hl»  force. 
\Vhile  here,  he  was  caatloned  by  one  of  the  women  not  to  bUy,  for  that  Ihe  I  ndian 
men  were  drinking,  and  having  heard  of  Crtsap'x  mnrdet  of  thHr  rtlatitrnt  at 
Grave  Creek,  were  aD£7y.  and  she  prcftsed  him  in  a  friendly  manner,  to  go 
borne  ;  whereupon,  after  inriliitg  ihcm  to  coiue  over  and  ilnnk,  he  relumed  to 
Baker'f.  which  wa*  a  tavern,  and  denred  that  when  any  of  them  should  come 
to  hift  houte  he  would  give  ihem  at  much  ram  as  Ihcy  would  drink.  When  his 
plot  wu  ripe,  and  a  snflicienl  number  of  ibem  were  callecied  at  Baket't.  and 
iatosicaled,  he  and  bis  party  fell  on  them  and  maaxacred  the  whole,  except  a 
little  gir).  whom  ihey  preserved  as  a  priKincr.  Among  these  wu  the  very 
woman  who  had  Mved  his  life,  by  prestjag  him  lo  retire  from  the  drunken 
wtalh  of  her  friends,  when  he  was  spying  Ihcir  camp  at  Yellow  Creek.  Either 
abe  hcr«rlf,  ur  some  other  of  the  murdered  wocucn,  was  the  sitter  nf  I.agan, 
very  big  viih  child,  and  inhumanly  and  indecently  butchered  ;  and  there  were 
others  of  his  relations  who  (ell  here, 

"The  party  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  alarmed  for  theiT  fricndi  at 
Baker's,  oa  hearing  the  report  of  the  gan.  tnanned  two  canoes  and  sent  then 
over.  They  were  Tccaved,  as  they  approached  the  shore,  by  a  well-directed 
fire  from  Greai>hoiisc's  party,  whidt  killed  K>mc,  wounded  othcra,  and  obliged 
the  test  lo  put  hack.  Itaker  tell*  us  there  were  twelve  killed,  ai»d  six  or  cifbt 
wounded, 

"  This  commenced  the  war,  of  which  ].,ofian's  war-club  ar>d  note  left  in  the 
bouse  of  a  murdered  family,  was  the  nulification.  In  the  course  of  it,  during 
Ibcduuing  sntaoicr,  a  grcal  number  of  innocent  men,  women,  and  children, 
IcQ  rictinu  to  the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife  of  ihe  Indians,  till  it  was 
vrested  in  the  autumn  following  by  the  battle  at  I'oint  Ilea&ant,  and  the  pod' 
&caiion  of  Lord  Dunmr>fc,  at  which  the  speech  of  Logan  was  delivered. 

"  Of  the  genuineness  of  that  speech  nothing  need  be  aatd.  It  was  known  to 
Ihe  camp  where  it  was  delivered  ;  it  woa  given  out  by  Ijord  Dunmore  and  hit 
oAcxn  ;  tl  ran  through  the  public  paper*  of  Ifaese  Statea :  wa*  rvhearned  as  an 
curctM  at  achoola ;  published  in  ibe  papers  and  periodical  works  of  Europe ; 
and  all  this,  ■  do«en  years  before  it  was  copied  into  the  Notes  on  Virginia.  In 
ine,  G«mal  CibKm  eondoda  the  question  for  ever,  by  daclaring  that  he 
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pect  there  has  been  more  eloquence  than  sound  reasoning 
displayed  in  support  of  this  theory  ;  that  it  is  one  of  those  cases 
where  the  jadgment  has  been  seduced  by  a  glowing  pen  ;  and 
whilst  1  render  every  tribute  of  honor  and  esteem  to  the  cele- 

rccctrcd  it  fn»n  Legaa'i  hand,  dclivend  it  to  Lord  Dmunac*.  tniuUled  it  for 
Un,  and  that  the  capj  in  the  Notes  on  Viipnta  is  a  faithful  copy. 

"  Tbe  popaUr  iccoant  of  tbei«  irknuciion*,  u  tuteil  in  tl>«  Notes  oo  Vir- 
ginia, appran,  on  collecting  exact  iaformaiion,  imperfect  and  crroncoiu  in  its 
4etaiU.  It  «u  the  l>clief  a(  the  dsr  \  bnt  faotr  far  il>  cnun  were  Ui  tlie  prc|B- 
dice  of  Cre«ap,  the  mtdcririll  nnw  jndge,  Ttui  he,  and  thntc  under  bitn,  tnor- 
dcied  two  Indians  above  Wheeling ;  that  ihcy  murdered  a  Ur|^  number  at 
Crave  Creek,  ainoiig  whom  were  a  part  Ok  the  family  and  relations  of  Logas, 
cannot  be  qacstioncd  :  and  as  Uiltc  that  this  led  to  the  masMcrc  of  Ibc  re«l  of 
the  family  at  Yellow  Creek.  L^an  imputed  the  wliole  to  Crctap,  in  Us  wuv 
■Krie  and  peace-ipcech  :  the  Indians  generally  impated  it  to  Cronp :  Lord  DnB> 
note  and  his  oHioen  imputed  it  lo  Cresap:  the  coontry,  with  one  acnvd, 
imputed  it  to  him;  and  wheiber  be  were  innocent,  lei  liic  nniveraU  rerdkt 
BOW  dedare." 

The  whole  qiKUion  was  again  very  fully  discusecd  in  Branti  Mayer'*  Tak 
CaJk  ytiti ;  ar.  Lcgam  and  Crtiaf,  whcr*  certain  evidence  that  had  been  np- 
preated  by  Jefferson  it  given.  Aitci  a  careful  study  of  the  co'ntroreny,  it 
becomes  evident  that  Jeflenou'i  account.  In  Lmplitaling  Creup,  wh  unfounded 
in  tact,  and  had  Jefleraon  confessed  hi*  error,  he  woald  have  acijnitted  himself 
of  any  respoDtibility  for  the  falw  uaicmeni,  for  be  merely,  at  George  Kogen 
Ctafk  wrote,  repealed  what  wat  popular  runor  of  t&«  day  "  o«  a  subject  which 
I  kaoir  be  was  not  the  Author  of."  Bat  in  inbtequeni  edltioot  the  original 
vitaao  ii  nnchanscd,  and  by  JeBcrson's  wpprcssion  of  ptool  against  hii  riew, 
be  became  imly  answerable  for  the  statement.  How  far  ihi&  deception  was 
indscctl  by  the  pcnonal  and  political  antipathy  between  himself  :irid  Martin 
oaanot  l>e  decided,  but  Ihc  whole  maltei  was  uv;d  at  political  amniunilion  by 
both  parties,  and  pi c«iiai ably  produced  the  uaual  verity  that  political  controvcny 
b  faaiou  for.  Even  in  tlic  latest  revition  of  the  Nt^ti  am  Vtr^mia.  JeSexHO 
made  no  (Junee  to  the  suiemcnl ;  but  Wuhington.  in  the  text  he  printed  in 
bit  odition  of  JcBoioo's  writing*,  took  the  liberty  of  changing  the  paragraph, 
to  read: 

"  In  the  tpriag  of  the  y«arl  774,  a  robbery  was  committed  by  some  Indians 
oacertatn  land-adrenlnrcr*  on  the  river  Ohio  Tbc  whiles  in  that  quarter, 
according  lo  their  custom,  undertook  to  punish  this  oatrage  in  a  summary  way. 
C'aptoin  Michael  Creaap,  at»d  a  certain  IMniel  Urealliou»c,  leading  on  these 
parlies,  suq)riseid,  at  drffaeni  times,  travelling  and  hunling  jMrtic^  of  tbc  lit* 
dians,  havini;  their  women  ami  cbildreo  with  tbem.  and  munieicil  many.  Among 
theoe  were  unfortunately  the  family  of  Logan,  a  chief  celebrated  in  peace  and 
war.  and  long  distinguished  as  a  friend  of  the  white*." 

Askde  f  roai  the  coouoveny  o*er  Cr«sap's  implicaUon  la  the  death  of  Logaa'a 
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bratcd  Zoologist,  who  has  added,  and  U  still  adding,  »o  raanf 
precious  things  to  the  treasures  of  science.  I  must  doubt  whether 
in  this  instance  he  has  not  cherished  error  also  by  lending  her 
for  a  moment  his  vivid  imapnation  and  bewitching  language.' 

Un,  w«ie  the  qQcitbia*  of  ilie  aathcnticUy  of  tlie  *pe«ch  at  reponed  by  Jeffer- 
son, ukI  ihe  nativity  of  the  maker.  The  earliest  known  veraon  of  the  ipcech 
is  coBUined  in  a  letter  from  Junes  M&dison  to  William  Bnulford.  dated  Janu- 
ary 10,  177$.  A  tllghUy  vaiying  venion  was  printed  In  Ihe  Virginia  GeulU 
at  Kctiruar^  4,  177$,  and  <ras  cxt en uvcif  copied  by  other  papen.  Then  are 
altghl  verbal  vartalioDs  ia  both  (rotn  Uial  piiiilcd  by  Jeflcnun,  bat  Done  tudi 
«■  dJfcmJit  hik  text.  It  \t  thus  evident  that  Ihe  ipeech  is  thoroughly  authentic. 
A»  to  the  origin  of  Losaa.  the  tKUance  of  positive  evidence  soeiBB  to  indicate 
iImI  he  was  a  half-breed  ;  even  witkonl  the  additional  generalization  that  the 
hoMiag  of  Indians  as  <^lATe»  in  Ibc  caily  colony  day»,  the  frequent  capture  and 
fldoptioA  of  white  children  by  the  Miv«gc»,  as  well  as  the  lew  obvinui  raixlore 
of  race*  cau*ed  by  the  character  and  condition  nf  the  frontierxmnn  nod  Ihe 
moral  standardiiof  the  Indians,  had  left  few  f nil. blooded  Indiaosin  Ihe  re|[ioitt 
of  white  settlement  and  eiploratioo.  The  mpettoriiy  of  the  Indian  in  con- 
baiing  with  the  whites  in  (be  \asi  fifty  yean  of  the  cigliteenlh  centurr,  over  the 
earlier  periods,  thovsh  the  relative  proportioD  of  numben  had  been  eniircly  re< 
vcfwd,  prares  the  change  the  race  had  nnde^one,  and  possibly  eiplains  an 
doqaenoe  nowhcrcs  mentioned  by  the  early  travellers  in  America. 

'  "  Mookicui  BuSon  ha>  indeed  pven  an  aSlkling  picture  of  human  nature 
in  hb  dcvcripcion  of  the  man  of  Amenca.  Hat  kure  I  ara  there  never  wa«  a 
pictnre  more  unlike  the  oriKinal.  He  Krauts  indeed  thai  his  stature  is  the  same 
■a  tkat  of  the  man  of  Euro(>e.  He  might  have  atiiniited,  that  the  I  roquui*  were 
larger,  and  the  Lenapi,  or  Delawares,  taller  than  people  in  Europe  i;cncrally 
are.  But  he  nys  their  organs  of  generation  arc  smaller  and  weaker  than  tboie 
of  Enropeans.  Is  this  a  fact  ?  I  believe  not  ;  at  least  it  is  an  obKrvation  I 
neeer  heard  before, — '  They  have  no  beard.'  Had  he  known  the  paiiia  and 
trouble  il  coal  the  men  to  pluck  oat  by  the  roots  the  hair  that  grow*  on  their 
facca,  he  would  have  seen  thai  nature  had  not  been  deficient  in  that  tcspvct. 
Every  nation  ha»  its  customs.  I  hare  seen  an  Indian  bean,  with  b  looking- 
[lasa  in  his  band,  eaamining  his  (ace  far  hours  together,  and  piocking  out  by 
ibc  roots  every  hair  he  coald  discover,  with  a  kind  of  twecier  made  of  a  piece 
of  fine  brass  wire  lluit  had  been  twisted  round  a  stick,  and  which  be  u>ed  with 
Ipcal  destcrity. — '  They  have  no  ardor  foe  their  fcmalca.*  It  is  true  they  do 
not  indulge  ibose  esccsaes,  nor  di»cnv«r  that  fondness  which  la  ctulomary  in 
Europe  ;  but  this  is  not  owing  to  a  defect  in  niture  but  to  manners.  Tlieir 
mmI  is  wholly  bent  upon  war.  This  is  what  procures  tlictn  glory  among  the 
men,  and  makei  ihcm  the  admiialioa  of  the  women.  To  this  they  are  educated 
from  their  earliest  youth.  When  ihey  pursue  game  with  ardor,  when  ibey  bear 
the  fatigues  of  the  ehftse,  when  they  sustain  and  suffer  patiently  honker  and 
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So  iax  the  Coimt  de  Buffon  has  cinied  this  new  theory  <A  the 
("^ftdenty  of  tuture  to  bdittle  her  productions  on  thb  «de  the 
Allantic     Its  applicatian  to  the  race  of  whites  traiis)>lantc<)  fniiitj 

9tMi  UkaotHKndifortbeakc  of  tbefaaK  U»oy  piBW. » »  c«i»i»<» 
•lM*r  vwnu  ud  du  eondl  of  tte  Mlioa  dut  thcr  >»<><■*  *>*  »n')^  '■ 
llw  mnlnr  of  the  warrion.  Tlif  KncsoftbewMMn.  tbcdMOti'tWmtwi* 
•*»•  •HP  wmiMl  ot  Ihe  chirf*.  the  tain  of  flu  uld,  Ike  BmifW^iT  «*  **• 

f >iriil(.|£  wtlh  .occ«w  from  l«ttl«.  MiJ  tbe  re^rt  (^  »  *•  "^ 

I '  I  I '  iliKmM>lv«»  in  war.  and  in  nbdoiiiK  tbctt  caoMS :  *  A 

lliinn  llt»y  •■>•■  Of  Iwar  icn<b  to  inspire  iheoi  wilh  aa  «rfe**^*»  mUmf 

Hm*       lloytUiMH   man  were  todbravrr  ■  foadaot  Ice  ■  iWM  >^"g  fc«  *— 

Ittfll  In  «(»,  ha   wouM  become  the   coni«npt  al  Ike  ma.  tai  i^  «o«i  •"^ 

Mt'll  lll»i  111  III!  Mniiivit,     Or  were  he  l»  indalgv  Unudf  ««*  -  ""-   *'•*  "■ 

It  41    liiihiiHtIt  HttM*  mr*  Ira  to  offer  Ti»lenc«  fao«derl»r  ''■  ** 

''  .  iii>l<'ini|»  •lUKraca.     TIw  secmiajE  frijMhy  **!  *►  ~**    """^T^' 

>  "r  »MiMiri«,  Had  not  a  defect  o(  natun.    l^i^*.  *---*■«■ 

'•'I  I'r  ihp  remaJci.  ihAB  ihthmmmmua^-vM*:  '**■ 

"hi.li  iIm!  meii  aim  al.     laauir^' -»*"•  ""^'^ 

niK  iiiti  HiiLMHiiixm  aiuojt|>  Ikem.     F" 

'  M.  HMil  >n   liathfiil  tlui   Itiry  Mtdon  ii 

•  "»•«  lull  tH  lhi>  faw.  r«U  be'ni  hro^  ^. kUFwa •»!•»«• 

.»,  iM»iil<l  h*  .lM.n».|  I.KWKMimt  Willi  Uie  f»fc«*« ' 

'  " "»*"  •y-u'tK  wtJuw.  whoaahiiibaiHl.  ■» 

'      '"t'leMhut  n,  imUl,  »Mit  jrlef.  auil  «ki^  V  »fw»' 
'    t'"    <iMi*.i,  *ti,(   ilrliiliinc  M''"!*.  maJe  lb«  tew»  *»■  -^if^^j 
'<  t'lilw  il,M  .*.ii  tiil„kis„„e  Hiu.bln  a  »hart»p«««« 

tiood  immL  iAn* 
W«'«,  •ml  itw  tiMlifleifniv  •ilh  whWithefi 
""illl.  •;««fUiTdm«lliai  li  »•«  DO  unainat  c««0»  H 


■  ""  '"■'  •""  <"l|lk(  tfi.rte  Hiu.b  In  a  »h. 

:'."''; ■." '"K  "•-h...h„yo«ag  warn.,.,     Th* 

,*V    *   "'•"'-'•".I   m„„,„«,   ,h.,Hl.c.*h«.t, 

"f  <lt>    K*»a.  anil  •!»  1...1.M i.v 


,,,,^,,.,, n-iitrai  anrctioo.     I  have  wen  IwUi  l«»m  aa* 

whirl,  ih...  u  .I..I.        ^  ^  tlmnma.  .nj  cowmil,.*  I.  a  chaficiet  w**f 
-wV  III  "*"   "•"'•'™' -.wKumaKhed  into  .hdr««uu.T  ;  »» 
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Europe,  remained  for  the  Abbi  Ra.yna].*  '  On  doit  etre  etonnf 
(he  says)  que  I'Ameriquc  n'aii  pas  encore  produit  un  bon  poSte, 
[119]  UD  habile  roalhematicieD,  uti  homme  de  gente  dans  un  setU 


which  Uic  old  men,  who  Morned  lo  fly.  or  to  lurvire  the  capture  o(  their  town, 
bra.ir«d  cleAlh,  like  the  old  Komnns  in  the  lime  of  the  Gaul*,  and  in  which  they 
toon  after  revcnscd  thcinielves  by  sacKins  and  dcslroying  Montrral.  lint  attove 
■II,  th«  tutthftkeii  furtiiude  with  wliich  they  heat  tlic  most  cKcrucfaiinc  lorturvs 
and  death  when  t&ken  prisoncis.  ought  to  uempi  thcia  froin  that  chancier. 
Uiich  Icsa  are  ihcy  to  be  characieriicd  aa  a  people  of  no  vivacity,  and  who  ar« 
excited  10  action  or  motion  only  hy  the  catla  of  hunger  and  ihirat.  Their 
dance*  in  which  they  co  much  del^t,  and  which  to  an  European  would  be  the 
moU  severe  exerciM,  fally  contradicted  ihii,  not  to  mention  their  (aligntng 
narclie^  and  the  toil  they  voluntarily  and  cheerfully  undergo  in  thetr  mtlilnry 
cspediiioiit.  It  Is  trae,  that  when  at  hmnc,  they  do  not  employ  themtelvei  in 
tabor  or  ihe  culture  of  the  wil :  bat  this  a^io  is  the  effect  of  castoms  aod  man- 
ners, which  have  aasifaed  that  to  the  province  of  the  women.  But  it  is  aid, 
tbey  are  averse  to  society  and  a  social  life.  Can  aayihing  he  more  inapplicable 
than  this  to  a  people  who  always  live  is  lawns  at  clans?  Or  can  Ihcy  be  Mid 
lo  have  no  '  republic,'  wlio  conduct  all  their  a0ain  in  natioaa)  councils,  who 
pride  themwelrcs  in  their  national  characlcr,  who  conaider  an  iiuull  or  injury 
done  to  an  individual  by  a  slranger  a*  done  t«  lb«  whole,  and  resent  it  accord- 
ingly ?  In  ihort.  this  picture  it  nut  applicable  to  any  nation  of  Indians  I  have 
ever  known  or  beard  of  in  North  Atncnca,"—  CharUi   Th^mtvM  in  Afifien^ix, 

In  the  edition  of  |S;3  a  footnote  adds;  "  No  writer  c<iuatly  with  M.  De 
BuSon.  proves  Ihe  power  of  eloquence  and  nncertainCy  of  theories.  He  takes 
any  hypothem  whatever,  or  ili>  reverse,  and  furnishes  ciplanation^  eqaally 
tpcciouk  and  persuasive.  Thus  in  his  xviii  volume,  wishing  to  explain  why  the 
tari^cul  animalft  arc  found  in  the  torrid  rune,  he  assames  heal  as  the  eSicicnt 
principle  of  Ibr  animn]  volume.  Speaking  of  America,  he  says  :  "  Le  terre  y 
••I  froide  impui«sanie  a  produln  Ics  principw  actifs,  a  developer  Ic*  gcmie*  dec 
plus  lira ndes  quoidni pedes  ausquets  t)  fast,  poor  ctoltre  el  se  multiplier,  loule 
la  chaleur  toate  raciirite  que  le  soleil  pent  donncr  a  la  terre  amoureuM." 
Pa{C  I5(k.  "  L'ardcur  des  hommcs.  el  la  Erandeur  des  animaux  dependent  de 
la  sahibrite,  et  de  la  chaleur  de  I'air,"  /i.  160.  In  his  Epiichi  again  wbcn  it  b 
beonme  coovrnicnt  In  his  theory  to  consider  the  bones  of  the  mammoth  found 
In  the  coldest  re^ons,  as  ihe  bones  of  the  elephant,  and  necessary  to  explain 
how  the  elephant  there  itMulO  have  been  six  times  as  large  as  that  of  ibe  tocrid 
tone,  it  it  cohl  which  prodaccs  anintal  volume.  '  Tout  ce  iiu'II  y  a  Oe  cokmcal 
et  de  ^od  dans  la  nature,  a  et^  ftvmc  dans  Ics  terres  du  Nord.*  1  Epoqnes, 
^S.  '  Cest  dans  let  regions  de  noire  Nocd  que  1«  nature  v{\-ante  s'esi  devec 
a  aa  phit  grande*  dimeQuon.i.'     ih.,  xflj." 

'  In  connection  witli  this,  it  it  omadngr  lo  quote  aa  anecdote  told  to  Jeffer- 
son by  Franklin,  in  Jeffervon's  own  words :  "The  Poctor  told  nte  at  Paris  the 
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art,  ou  seule  science/  7.  Hist.  Philos.  pa.  9*,  edn.  Maestricht,  1 774. 
*  America  has  no!  yet  produced  one  good  poet'  When  we  sh&U 
have  existed  as  a  people  as  long  as  the  Greeks  did  before  they 
produced  a  Homer,  the  Romans  a  Virgil,  the  French  a  Racloe 
and  Voltaire,  the  Eoglish  a  Shakespeare  and  Milton,  should  this 
reproach  be  still  true,  we  wilt  inquire  from  what  unfriendly  causes 
it  has  proceeded,  that  ihe  other  countries  of  Europe  and  quarters 
of  the  earth  shall  not  have  in&cribed  any  name  in  the  roll  of 
poets.'  But  neither  has  America  produced  '  one  able  mathema- 
tician, one  man  of  genius  in  a  single  art  or  a  single  science.* 
In  war  we  have  produced  a  Washington,  whose  memorj-  will  be 
adored  while  fizo]  liberty  shall  have  votaries,  whose  name  will 
triumph  over  time,  and  will  in  future  ages  assume  its  jiisi  station 
among  the  most  celebrated  worthies  of  the  world,  when  that 
wretched  philosophy  shall  be  forgotten  which  m-ould  have  arranged 
him  among  the  degeneracies  of  nature.  In  Physics  we  have 
produced  a  Franklin,  than  whom  do  one  of  the  present  age 
has  made  more  important  discoveries,  nor  has  enriched  philosophy 
with  more,  or  more  ingenious  solutions  of  the  pha:nomeDa  of 


.  .  .  following  .  .  .  of  tlis  Abbe  Kayntl.  lie  had  ■  pwij  to  dine  with  tiiot 
one  lUy  at  I'Msy,  of  wbom  one  half  were  Americans,  the  other  half  French, 
and  «mon|[  (be  Usi  was  Ibe  Abb^.  Daring  the  dinner  be  got  00  hia  favorite 
tbecTy  of  Ihe  degeneracy  of  animals,  and  crcn  of  man,  io  America,  and  urged 
it  with  hit  uraal  eloqoence.  The  Doctor  at  length  noticing  the  accidcDial 
Hatnn  and  podtioo  of  hb  guc«ts.  at  table,  'Cone,'  tayd  h«,  '  M.  L'Abbe. 
lei  ua  Uy  this  qiieaiion  br  ibe  fact  before  us.  We  are  here  one  half  Arocricaiu. 
and  ana  half  Freach,  and  it  bappent  tliat  the  .\raericmna  have  pUccd  thcnuelvcK 
on  one  tide  of  the  tabic,  and  onr  French  friends  are  on  th«  other.  Let  both 
putiea  rn*.  and  we  will  ie<  on  which  tide  nataie  haA  degenerated.'  It  haj>- 
pened  that  hi*  American  gueats  were  Cannkhacl.  llarmei,  Humphieyt,  and 
uihen  u[  the  fincft  stature  and  form  ;  white  Iboie  ot  th«  other  »]de  were  i«- 
tBarkahly  dimiOBtin,  and  the  .\bb{  hinueU  paniraUrly,  was  a  mere  Uirimp. 
He  parried  the  appeal,  however,  by  a  complimentary  admissioB  of  eiccpliona. 
among  which  llie  Doctor  himxlf  was  a  conspicuous  one." 

'  Haa  the  world  as  yet  produced  more  than  two  poet*,  acknowledged  lo  bft 
imcb  by  all  nations?  An  En  gliith  man  only  reads  MQioo  with  delight,  an  Italian, 
Taaso,  a  Frenchman  the  ficntiade  ;  a  Portngucse,  Camoens  ;  but  Homer  and 
Vitj[il  ha>«  been  the  rapture  ol  every  agv  and  nation  ;  they  are  read  wtth 
enthtaiaam  ia  their  uriginak  by  those  who  can  read  the  originals,  and  in  iniia* 
latioaa  by  those  who  camwC —  7*.  y. 
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nature.  Wc  have  supposed  Mr.  Rittenhousc  second  to  no  astrono- 
mer living  ;  that  in  genius  he  must  be  the  first,  because  he  is  self 
taught.  As  an  artist  he  has  exhibited  as  great  a  proof  of 
mechanical  genius  as  the  world  has  ciixr  produced.  He  has 
not  indeed  made  a  world  ;  but  he  has  by  imitation  approached 
nearer  its  Maker  than  any  man  who  has  lived  from  the  creation 
to  this  day.'  As  in  philosophy  and  war,  [lai]  so  in  government, 
in  orator^',  in  painting,  in  the  plastic  art,  we  might  show  that 
America,  though  but  a  child  of  yesterday,  has  already  given 
hopeful  proofs  of  genius,  as  well  as  of  the  nobler  kinds,  which 
arotise  the  best  feelings  of  man,  which  call  him  into  action,  which 
substantiate  his  freedom,  and  conduct  him  to  happiness,  as  of  the 
subordinate,  which  ser^'e  to  amuse  htm  only.  We  therefore  sup- 
pose, that  this  reproach  is  as  unjust  as  it  is  unkind :  and  that,  of 
the  geniu&es  which  adorn  the  present  age,  America  contributes 
its  full  share-  For  comparing  it  with  those  countries  where 
genius  \%  most  cultivated,  where  are  the  most  oxcellent  models 
for  art,  and  scaflfoldings  for  the  attainment  of  science,  as  France 
and  England  for  instance,  we  calculate  thus.  The  United  States 
contains  three  millions  of  inhabitants  ;  France  twent)'  millions  ; 
and  the  British  islands  ten.  We  produce  a  Washington,  a  Frank- 
Un,  a  Rittenhouse.  Fiance  then  should  have  half  a  dozen  in 
each  of  these  lines,  and  Great  Britain  half  that  number,  equally 
eminent.  It  may  be  true  that  France  has  :  we  are  but  just  be* 
coming  acqu.iinlcd  with  her,  and  our  acquaintance  Ct3i]  so  far 
g^ves  us  high  ideas  of  the  genius  of  her  inhabitants.  It  would  be 
iojnring  loo  many  of  them  to  name  particularly  a  Voltaire,  a 
Buffon,  ihe  constellation  of  Encyclopedists,  (he  Abb6  Raynal 
himself,  &c.  &c.  We  therefore  have  reason  to  believe  she  can 
produce  her  full  quota  of  genius.  The  present  war  having  so 
long  cut  off  all  communication  with  Great  Britain,  we  are  not 

'  There  Kre  vsriouk  WAyi  of  lEKping  Inith  out  of  sighi.  Mr.  Riilcoboiues 
nu>d«l  of  the  pluieury  lywcin  Iiat  (he  plagiary  appcIUiion  of  ui  Orrery  ;  and 
tkcqasdnat  invented  by  CodCrvy,  an  American  abo,  and  with  the  aid  of  which 
lb*  EuropciiD  DAiioaa  iraveae  the  {lobe,  u  called  Hadley't  quadrvit. — T.  J. 

In  the  cditiun  of  |8S3  *»  addition  is  nuile  to  thii  nolc  u  folloira: 
"  lluyglkena  gairc  Ihe  6nt  deacriplioa  of  an  inttnuncnl  of  llie  former  kind, 
nndcr  Ibe  name  of  AuloKulom  PluiGtariuin. — 3  Montucla,  485." 
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ntilc  til  make  n  fnlr  ratimate  of  the  state  of  waoKJt  m  AM  tamm- 
try.  Tlio  •|iirit  iu  wUich  she  wages  war,  is  tfac  oalf  h^It  before 
our  eycit,  antt  that  docs  not  seem  the  legitimaM  oKtfrmg  taAa 
of  arience  or  of  rivilitnlion.  The  sun  of  her  ^fOtf  is  fMt  de- 
acendtn^  to  thf  horJinn,  Her  Philosophf  b»  cfoned  Ae  cfcai 
nel,  her  (rccilum  the  AiUnlic,  and  hendf  sceou  pMaBfta  that 
■w(ul  difttolulion  whone  issue  is  not  given  htunaa  foresighi  to 
scan.'  \\i\\ 

Hftvinit  iiiwn  o  ■k7t<:h  of  our  minerals,  vegetables,  and  quad* 
nipeds,  and  Itcin^t  M  l>y  *  proud  theory  to  make  a  cooiparisoa 
of  Ihe  InllPr  willi  ihntc  of  Europe,  and  to  ex-  {124]  i^nd  it  to  the 
Man  nf  Amt^riia,  )>tiih  nhoriKinnl  and  emigrant,  I  wiU  proceed  to 
the  leninininK  artirtr«  cumprebended  under  the  present  query. 

Between  ninety  and  an  hundred  of  our  birds  have  been  de- 
Bcrthed  bjr  Catrsbj'.  Mis  drawings  ore  better  as  to  fonn  and 
nttitudc  than  colonnfi,  which  ia  generally  loo  high.  They  are  the 
following  :  [i»5] 

*  Tn  k  Ulvi  rilllinn  qI  ih«  ASW  Hairntl'i  work.  He  hu  iviiMnwn  bu  cenntrc 
from  thil  )>aft  of  Ibo  nrar  wurUI  tnhalilicO  liy  lli«  Fc^lrm'AmcricAM :  bnl  has 
left  fl  ilill  na  Iho  ollior  |i«iia.  Niwib  Amrtiia  h*i  alwAyk  b«ai  more  uceKtUe 
to  (Uutgen  lluih  ^H■ul^.  II  ho  wii  inftukru  ibcn  w  to  th«  former,  he  may  be 
•o  u  lo  the  latter.  Tlio  Kliminrrlny*  wlml)  rmch  u&  fnim  Sonih  .\01c1ic*  enable 
111  la  we  that  ll*  [nlinltlUni*  ur  hchl  under  tllc  accumuUtrd  pressure  of  ■larery, 
Mpeniitian  an*]  Ifnunncc.  Wheaawr  (bey  ihall  t>c  able  to  ri»c  under  tbii 
w«t[hl,  and  to  ihow  themMlvn  lo  ih«  ml  of  ihe  wnrli),  Uiey  will  probably  sbow 
Ihsy  ar«  like  the  reu  o(  the  witrlit.  We  have  nat  ycl  nficieni  eridence  itut 
there  are  mocc  Ukca  antt  in^  in  .South  America  ihan  in  oilier  paru  of  llM  cartb. 
A»  Utile  ilo  we  know  wliai  would  he  their  0|>crailun  on  the  mind  of  man.  That 
couatiy  has  been  viiiiol  by  Si>«nlanU  ami  Purtus«c*t  chiefly,  and  almost  ex- 
dttrivcl/.  Tliew,  B<i)nf>  Uvm  a  ontntiy  of  the  old  world  mnarVahlj  dry  in  ila 
Mil  and  climate,  fandeil  tlKre  wrrc  mote  Ukn  aiul  fofi  in  South  America  than 
in  Enrofte.  An  inhahiuni  of  Ireland.  Sweden,  or  FlnUnd  would  hare  formed 
Ike  contrary  opinion.  H*J  South  Ancrtc*  then  be«ii  dlKmeretl  and  seated  |»icl 
by  a  people  from  a  fenny  country.  It  wouhl  prolwlily  have  been  represented  as 
nnch  dryer  than  tbe  old  world.  A  patient  |>unult  of  facU.  and  cautious  com- 
bination and  conpiriaon  uf  them,  i*  the  dmdgcTy  10  which  man  U  lubjecied 
by  his  Maker,  if  ba  wfabes  to  attain  wire  knowlnlge.— 7'.  J. 


174 


THE  WRrriNGS  OF 


[1781 


The  BiMk  haul. 
Ballcoot.) 
Spriguil. 

Didappcr.  or  dopchkk. 
Spoon-billed  duck. 
Water- wiicli. 
Wale  r-ph  COM  ni. 
Mow -bird. 
Blw  I'cicr. 
NS'aier-Wagiail. 
Yellow •]c);ur>l  Snipe. 
SqnMling  Snipe. 
Small  PloTci. 
Whistling  I 'lover. 
Woodco3t. 
Red  bird,  with  black  hud.  win|p 

and  tail. 
Wren.' 


Besides  these  we  have. 

The  Royklua  cnnr.    Corru*  comix. 
Crane.     Ardea  Canadensis. 
HouMtwalloir.  HiniDdonutic*. 
Uronndt wallow.  Ilimndoriparia. 
Greaieni  g»a»  eactr. 
Smaller  lurkej  t>uuwd,  with  ■ 

(catheied  head. 
Urealett  owl,  ot  tiu;ht  hawk. 
Wet  hawk,  which  leedt  flyinE, 
Kavfn. 
Water  Pelican  of  the  MlMiMippi, 

whose  poudt  holdi  a  peck. 
Swan. 

Cormoraol. 

Duck  and  malUrd. 

Widjreoa. 

SbeMracb,  or  Canvu  back. 

And  doubtless  many  others  which  have  not  yet  been  described 
and  classed. 

To  this  catalogue  of  our  indigenous  animals,  I  will  add  a  short 
account  of  an  anomaly  of  nature,  taking  place  sometimes  in  the 
race  of  negroes  brought  from  Africa,  who,  though  black  them- 
selves, have,  in  rare  instances,  white  children,  called  Albinos.  1 
have  known  four  of  these  myself,  and  have  faithful  accounts  of 
three  others.  The  cir-[i3il  cumstances  in  which  all  the  individ- 
uals ajtree  are  these.  They  are  of  a  pallid  cadaverous  white,  un- 
tinned  with  red,  without  any  colored  spots  or  scams  ;  their  hair 
of  the  same  kind  of  white,  short,  coarse,  and  curled  as  is  that  of 
the  negro :  all  of  them  well  formed,  iktrong,  healthy,  perfect  la 
their  senses,  except  that  of  sight,  and  bom  of  parents  who  had 
no  mixture  of  white  blood.  Three  of  these  Albinos  were  sisters, 
having  two  other  full  sisters,  who  were  black.  The  youngest  of 
the  three  was  killed  by  lightning,  at  twelve  years  of  age.  The 
eldest  died  at  about  37  years  of  age,  in  child-bed,  with  her  second 

'  In  the  editrai  of  1853  la  a  foocnote :  "  The  Bald  Coot  or  Coot,  is  the  Fnlica 
of  Linnxiu,  and  the  Fonlque  of  the  Encyclop.  M«(ii.  diflering  fnxn  the  dc«cn|^ 
lion  of  the  laUci  only  In  the  caloe  of  it5  feet  and  lep,  which  are  olrvc  creen, 
withoai  any  circle  of  red,  and  that  of  the  bill  a  faioi  carnation,  brown  at  the 
point,  and  the  membrane  on  llie  forehead  ol  a  very  dark  imrplc.  It  \%  di^ 
liagualied  from  Ibc  GallinuU  chloropi*,  f'oalc  d'eau,  Waici-hcn,  Hydru-galliaa, 
clueflj'  by  the  futooned  web  Ijordcring  the  toea," 

*"  Wren"  usUnck  oat  in  edition  of  I7ft7. 
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child.  The  middle  one  is  now  alive,  in  health,  and  has  issue,  as 
the  eldest  had,  by  a  black  man,  whose '  issue  was  black.  They  are 
uncommonly  shrewd,  quick  in  their  apprebeosions  and  in  reply. 
Their  eyes  arc  in  a  perpetual  tremulous  \-ibration,  very  weak, 
and  much  affected  by  the  sun  ;  but  they  see  i>etter  in  the  night 
than  we  do.  They  arc  of  the  property  of  CoL  Skipwith,  of 
Cumberland.  The  fourth  is  a  negro  woman,  whose  parents  came 
from  Guinea,  and  had  thiee  other  children,  who  were  of  their 
own  color.  She  is  freckled,  her  eyesight  so  weak  that  she  is 
obliged  [132]  to  wear  a  bonnet  in  the  summer  ;  but  it  is  bettei  in 
the  night  than  day.  She  had  .in  Albino  child  by  a  black  num. 
It  died  at  the  age  of  a  few  weeks.  These  were  the  property  of 
Col.  Carter  of  Albemarle.  A  sixth  instance  is  a  woman  of  the 
property  of  a  Mr.  Butler,  near  Pctenburg.  She  is  slout  and 
robust,  has  issue  a  daughter,  jet  black,  by  a  black  man.  I  am  not 
informed  as  to  her  eyesight.  The  seventh  instance  is  of  a  mole 
belonging  to  a  Mr  l^e  of  Cumberland.  His  eyes  are  tremulous 
and  weak.  He  is  tall  of  stature,  and  now  advanced  in  years.  He 
is  the  only  male  of  the  Albinos  which  have  come  within  my  in- 
fonnation.  Whatever  be  the  cause  of  the  disease  in  the  skin,  or 
in  its  coloring  matter,  which  produces  this  change,  it  seems  more 
incident  to  the  female  than  male  sex.  To  these  I  may  add  the 
mention  of  a  negro  man  within  my  own  knowledge,  bom  black, 
of  black  parents  ;  on  whose  chin,  when  a  boy,  a  white  spot  ap- 
peared. This  continued  to  increase  till  he  became  a  man,  by 
which  time  it  had  extended  over  his  chin,  lips,  one  cheek,  the 
under  jaw,  and  neck  on  that  side.  It  is  of  the  Albino  white, 
without  any  mixture  of  red,  [133]  and  has  for  several  yean  been 
stationar)'.  Me  is  robust  and  healthy,  and  the  change  of  color 
was  not  accompanied  with  any  sensible  disease,  either  general  or 
topical. 

Of  our  fish  and  insects  there  has  been  nothing  like  a  full  de- 
flcripdon  or  collection.  More  of  them  are  described  in  Catesby 
than  in  any  other  work.  Many  also  are  to  be  found  in  Sir  Hans 
Sloane's  Jamaica,  as  being  common  to  that  and  this  country.  The 
honey-bee  is  not  a  native  of  our  continent.     Marcgravc,  indeed, 


'  Alicred  to  "  trluch  "  in  edition  of  176;. 


mentions  a  species  of  honcy-bcc  in  Brazil.'  But  this  has  no  sting, 
and  is  therefo"  differeni  from  the  one  we  have,  which  resemble* 
perfectly  that  of  Europe.  The  Indians  concur  with  us  in  the 
tnulition  that  ii  was  brought  from  Europe  ;  but  when,  and  by 
whom,  we  know  not.  The  bees  have  generally  extended  them- 
selves into  the  country,  a  little  in  advance  of  the  white  settlers,* 
The  Indians,  therefore,  call  them  the  white  man's  fly,  and  con- 
sider their  approach  as  indicating  the  approach  of  the  settlements 
of  the  whites.  A  question  here  occurs,  How  far  northwardly 
have  these  insects  been  found  ?  1'hat  they  are  unknown  in  Lap- 
land,! inferfrom  Schcffcr's  information,  that  the  Lapland-  [134! 
en  cat  the  pine  bark,  prepared  in  a  certain  way.  instead  of 
those  things  sweetened  with  sugar.  "  Hoc  comeduni  pro  rebus 
sucharoconditis."  Scheff.  Lapp.  chap.  tS.  Certainly  if  they  had 
hooey,  it  would  be  a  better  substitute  for  sugar  than  any  prepara* 
rioaof  the  pine  bark.  Kalm  tells  us'  the  honey-bee  cannot  live 
through  the  winter  in  Canada.  They  furnish  then  an  additional 
icmarkabic  (act  first  observed  by  the  Count  dc  BulTonrand  which 
has  thrown  such  a  blare  of  light  on  the  field  of  natural  history, 
chat  BO  animals  are  found  in  both  continents,  but  those  which 
Are  able  to  bear  the  cold  of  those  regions  where  Ihey  probably 
join.' 

'  In  llic  rdition  of   185}  n  «  footnote:   "  5ice   llcrrcrft,  Dec.  i,  1.  10,  c.  S. 

*  DcKvbierU  %'ucalan.   te   halbb  alnjiidaiiis  dc  ccra  j  mid.'     And  ib,  c.  9. 

*  Ay  abhpM  y  »hexa%,  caroo  las  de  Cutilla,  aunqnc  «tas  con  in*iK>r«»,  j  picut 
eon  mu  furU.' — Ib.  Dec.  2.  (.  3,  c.  i." 

*Ib  the  cdiliua  of  I&93  U  «  fooiooic;  "See  1  Oavigcro,  107.  'En  lot 
lermtnos  de  Guayaquil  ay  ftbejas,  que  enxanbran  y  criun  miel  en  el  hucoo  de 
|o«  arboles  ion  poco  majroret  que  noicas,  la  cen  y  nuel  que  labrma  a  rvbis  y 
aunqiie  tiene  bnenguita  no  es  tal  camo  el  dc  Caitilta.'     Hcrr.  J,  to,  10." 

•l  ia6.— r.  7. 

*  An  additional  paragraph  it  added  in  the  edition  o(  1653,  MaliitR  :  "  W* 
have  it  tram  the  Indiana  aJw  ihal  the  cvmnion  domeitk  fl^  h  not  originally 
of  Ankaica,  bnl  ismc  wlib  ihe  «hiie«  from  Europe."  To  thit  u  snbjuincd  ibe 
foUcnrinf  fMitiMle:  "  Vie  bare  Ihe  umc  account  from  South  Anwrica.  Con- 
daonlne  In  U*  Voyage  de  U  nviere  Amiuoncs,  pa.  9;,  aayt :  '  Divers  Indletif 
oat  rapport^  qn'Ila  avoknl  vu  mr  It*  liordi  de  la  Tivicrc  de  Coari  daaa  la  ham 
des  tcrrea,  «b  pny*  dccoavert.  do  mooches  d  qsantii^  de  beiei  h  cornea, 
objccta  novveanx  poor  em.  ct  qui  protmnt  que  le«  ttmrcta  decet  rivieret 
airoMVl  dn  p«ys  voinnt  dc»  colonic*  Kfpagnoirc  de  bant  fVroa."* 
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Th«BlKk%skd. 
B»n«Mt.' 
Sprigtiil. 

Didtpper,  or  dopchlck. 
SpoDo-billcd  ilack. 
Watcc-wiich. 
Witcr-phcaunt. 
Mow-bird. 
Bine  Peter. 
VV«er.W»Et»il. 

Sqautlng  bnipe. 

ScoaO  Plover. 

WbistliiuF  Plover. 

Woodcoclc. 

Red  t»td,  wilh  black  head,  wing* 

and  t&il. 
Wren.' 


Besides  these  we  have, 

The  Rojrslon  crow.    Conms  comix. 
Crane.     Anlea  CftnxlcnMv 
Hoawcwallow-.   Hirumlnruaica. 
Grovndsvrallow.  HirunJorijHini. 
GreatoC  grav  esete. 
Smaller   Inikej    buixard,   with  a 

(eotliered  liead. 
GrcAtcAi  owl.  or  nifht  hawk. 
Wet  hawk,  uliich  iccdt  Ajring. 
Ravvn. 
Wftler  Pclicma  of  the  MIsiJaKippl, 

whoM  pouch  hold*  >  peck. 

SWKB. 

1.00a. 

Coniioranl. 

Duck  Rnd  mallard. 

Widecon. 

Shcldrfti:)).  or  Canvo*  iMck. 

Aad  doubtless  many  others  which  have  not  yet  been  described 
and  classed. 

To  this  catalogue  of  our  indigenous  animals,  I  will  add  a  short 
account  of  an  anomaly  of  nature,  taking  place  sometimes  in  the 
race  of  negroes  brought  from  Africa,  who,  though  black  them- 
selves, have,  in  rare  instances,  while  children,  called  Albinos.  I 
have  known  four  of  these  myself,  and  have  faithful  accounts  of 
three  others.  The  cir-Ci3i]  cumstanccs  in  which  all  the  individ- 
uals ajjree  are  these,  They  are  uf  a  pallid  cadaverous  white,  un- 
tinged  with  red,  without  any  colored  spots  or  seams ;  their  hair 
of  the  same  kind  of  white,  short,  coarse,  and  curled  as  is  that  of 
the  negro  :  all  of  them  well  formed,  strong,  healthy,  perfect  in 
their  senses,  except  that  of  sight,  and  bom  of  parents  who  had 
no  mixture  of  white  blood.  Three  of  these  Albinos  were  sisters, 
having  two  other  full  sisters,  who  were  black.  The  youngest  of 
the  three  was  killed  by  lightning,  at  twelve  years  of  age.  The 
eldest  died  at  about  37  years  of  age,  in  child-bed,  with  her  second 

'  In  the  edilian  of  ieS3  is  a  footnote  :  "  Tbe  Hald  Coot  or  Coot,  it  ifac  Vulica 
of  LinnwBs,  and  the  Koulqtic  of  the  Encyclop.  Melli.  diSeriug  fron  the  descHp. 
lion  o[  ibe  latter  only  in  the  color  of  )t>  fevt  and  le£»,  which  art  olive  green, 
withonl  any  circle  o(  red,  and  that  of  the  bill  a  fuot  canuition,  brown  at  the 
point,  and  the  membrmne  on  the  fordicad  of  a  very  cUrk  purple.  It  it  dis- 
tingoiilwd  from  ibe  GaUiDoU  cUoropia,  Poule  d'eau,  Walcr.heii,  1  lydro^^Iina, 
chleflj  by  the  festooned  web  bordering  the  toea." 

*  "  Wrco"  iiatnick  out  in  edilion  of  1787. 
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child.  The  middle  one  is  now  alive,  in  health,  and  has  issue,  as 
the  eldest  had,  by  a  black  man,  whose '  issue  was  bUclc.  Thejr  are 
DDCommonly  shrewd,  quick  in  their  apprehensions  and  in  reply. 
Their  eyes  are  in  a  perpetual  tremulous  vibration.  ver>'  weak, 
and  much  affected  by  the  sun  :  but  chey  see  better  in  the  night 
than  we  do.  They  are  of  the  property  of  Col.  Skipwiih,  of 
Cumberland,  The  fourth  is  a  negro  woman,  whose  parents  came 
from  Guinea,  and  had  three  other  children,  who  were  of  (heir 
own  color.  She  is  freckled,  her  eyesight  so  weak  that  she  is 
obliged  [152]  to  wear  a  bonnet  in  the  summer  ;  but  it  is  better  in 
the  night  than  day.  She  had  an  Albino  child  by  a  bUck  man. 
It  died  at  the  age  of  a  few  weeks.  These  were  the  property  of 
Col.  Carter  of  Albemarle.  A  sixth  instance  is  a  woman  of  the 
property  of  a  Mr.  Butler,  near  Petersburg.  She  is  stout  and 
robust,  has  issue  a  daughter,  jet  black,  by  3  black  mao.  I  am  not 
informed  as  to  her  eyesight.  The  seventh  instance  is  of  a  male 
belonging  to  a  Mr.  Lcc  of  Cumberland.  His  eyes  are  tremulous 
and  weak.  He  is  tall  of  stature,  and  now  advanced  in  years.  He 
is  the  only  male  of  the  Albinos  which  have  come  within  my  in- 
formation. Whatever  be  the  cause  of  the  disease  in  the  skin,  or 
in  its  coloring  matter,  which  produces  this  change,  it  seems  more 
incident  to  the  female  than  male  sex.  To  these  I  may  add  the 
mention  of  a  negro  man  within  my  own  knowledge,  bom  black, 
of  black  parents  ;  on  whose  chin,  when  3  boy,  a  white  spot  ap- 
pearcd.  This  continued  to  increase  till  he  became  a  mao,  by 
which  time  it  had  extended  over  his  chin,  lips,  one  check,  the 
under  jaw,  and  neck  on  that  side.  It  is  of  the  Albino  white, 
without  any  mixture  of  red,  [133]  and  has  for  several  years  been 
stationar)'.  He  is  robust  and  healthy,  and  the  change  of  color 
was  not  accompanied  with  any  sensible  disease,  cither  general  or 
topical. 

Of  our  fish  and  insects  there  has  been  nothing  like  a  full  de- 
scription or  collection.  More  of  them  are  described  in  Catesby 
than  in  any  other  work.  Many  also  are  to  be  found  in  Sir  Hans 
Sloane's  Jamaica,  as  being  common  to  that  and  this  countt)-.  The 
honey-bee  is  not  a  native  of  our  continent.     Marcgrave,  indeed. 


'  Alurvl  10  '  *  whiiji "  in  cdtuon  o(  1787. 
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mentions  a  species  of  honey-bee  in  Brazil.'  Bat  this  has  no  sting, 
and  is  therefore  different  from  the  one  we  have,  which  resembles 
perfectly  that  oi  Europe.  The  Indians  concur  with  ns  in  the 
tradition  that  it  was  brought  from  Europe;  but  when,  and  by 
whom,  we  know  not.  The  bees  have  generally  extended  them- 
selves into  the  country,  a  little  in  advance  of  the  white  settlers.' 
The  Indians,  therefore,  call  them  the  while  man's  fly,  and  con- 
sider their  approach  as  indicating  the  approach  of  the  settlements 
of  the  whites.  A  question  here  occurs,  How  far  northwardly 
have  these  insects  been  found  ?  That  they  are  unknown  in  Lap- 
land, I  infer  from  Scheffcr's  information,  that  the  Lapland-  [134] 
ers  eat  the  pine  bark,  prepared  in  a  certain  way.  instead  of 
those  things  sweetened  with  sugar.  "  Hoc  comednni  pro  rebus 
saccharocoaditis."  ScherT.  Lapp.  chap.  18.  CenainEy  if  they  had 
honey,  it  would  be  abetter  substitute  for  sugar  than  any  prepara- 
tion of  the  inne  barfc.  Kalm  tells  us  *  the  hone)--bee  cannot  live 
through  the  winter  in  Canada.  They  furnish  then  an  additional 
remarkable  fact  first  observed  by  the  Count  de  Buffon,  and  which 
has  thrown  such  a  blaze  of  light  on  the  field  of  natural  history, 
that  no  animals  are  found  in  both  continents,  but  those  which 
arc  able  to  bear  the  cold  of  those  regions  where  they  probably 

)WB.' 

*  Id  the  edition  oT  1833  b  ■  fooCDote:  "  S«e  llcrms.  Dec.  1,  t.  to,  c.  t. 
'  D«>cobieiu  Vunun.  m  haOA  ^uidftiita  d«  cera  y  nicl.'  And  ib.  c.  9. 
*  Ay  abispai  y  nbexas,  como  In  de  Cutills,  m&qw;  eaCos  soa  o»«nor«»,  y  ptona 
oon  mis  faria.' — lb.  Dec.  s,  1.  s.  c  i." 

■In  the  edition  ol  1853  is  %  (ootnole:  "See  I  Clavigero,  107.  'En  \ok 
Icnnino*  de  Gmyiqtul  iiy  >beju,  qoe  enxanbna  y  criun  tniel  en  el  hiioeo  de 
lOK  wbolet  Ko  poco  mayons  <iae  in<»ca«,  la  nn  y  mid  qvr  Ubrmn  «  nibu  y 
■aoqiic  ticne  bnenguio  do  «  tsl  como  el  de  CanlllA.'     Herr.  5,  to,  to." 

•u  136— r.  7. 

*  An  additional  fmntgnph  11  added  in  the  edition  aF  1S53,  ttstinc :  "  W« 
haw  il  from  tbc  IndiAnx  >Im  thai  the  common  domestic  Ay  ii  not  ari^ally 
of  America,  but  cane  with  the  whites  fron  Europe."  To  ibis  Is  ntbjofaed  tbc 
following  (ootBOte :  "  Wc  bare  the  unc  accMitil  from  South  America.  Coo- 
dzraine  in  fan  Voyage  de  la  nviere  Araaione»,  p«.  95,  My»  :  *  Drrcn  IndicnB 
ont  rapporte  qnlb  avoienl  ▼«  »ur  Ih  botdi  dc  U  riviere  de  Coari  dans  la  haat 
da  term,  un  pays  decouven,  dca  mouchea  et  qaantiu!  de  bvtet  k  contw, 
ob}Kt>  BOaTcavi  poor  eui.  et  qui  prourcot  que  let  umices  deces  rivkm 
afroMst  im  piyi  voiittu  des  eoloiiica  Espagmolet  de  hnti  Peron.' " 
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QUERY   VII. 
A  notiee  of  all  wha(  can  increase  the  progress  0/  Human  Kftawletlget 

Under  the  latitude  of  this  query,  I  will  presume  it  not  improptr 
nor  unacceptable  to  furnish  some  data  for  estimating  the  climaie 
of  Virginia.  Journals  of  observations  on  the  quantity  of  rain, 
and  degree  of  heat,  being  lengthy,  confused,  and  too  minute  to 
[135]  produce  general  and  distinct  ideas,  1  Have  taken  five  years' 
observations,  to  wit,  from  (772  to  1777.  made  in  AVilliamsburg 
and  its  neighborhood,  have  reduced  them  to  an  average  for  every 
month  in  the  year,  and  stated  those  averages  in  the  following 
table,  adding  an  Analytical  view  of  the  winds  during  the  same 
period.    [13G] 
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'  In  tlic  edition  wf  1853  ttw  following  additional  malter  i*  here  in«er(c<I: 
{SM^pntJ  la  li«Te  bna  natic  al  AlMiikdla.] 


ITSq 


1799  Sep.  SI 


OrtV   t 


1808  S^  97 


Z4l6  0cl'r  7 


[tes  Sep.  »q  None 


Ice  Snow  Birds  Spoiled  tobacco  on  the  scaRold. 


Nc 


Nona 


tluR  ice 


None  |Tobncco  destroyed  loulljr  ant  of  green  I>clt. 


Kooe 


Totucco,  «xcepl  in  green  belt,  antowfacd. 


Snow  Binls;LaI«  ccm  spoiled ;  all  Mfc  in  green  belt 


Kone         jCrceB  bdt  uoiAectcd  ;  pumpkin  vine  frouB. 


Id  lbs  mo«ilh  of  Augnkf,  1801,  I  corcfulljr  exainin«(l  the  tentpenlorv  of  my 

•OL.  III.  — ■■ 
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The  rains  of  every  month,  (as  of  January,  for  insiaace,) 
throuf^  the  whole  period  of  years,  were  added  separately,  and 
an  average  drawn  from  tliem.  The  coolest  and  warmest  point  of 
the  same  day  in  each  ycarof  the  period,  were  added  separately,  and 
an  average  of  the  greatest  cold  and  greatest  heat  of  that  day  was 
formed.  From  the  averages  of  every  day  in  the  month,  a  general 
average  was  formed.  The  point  from  which  the  wind  blew,  was 
observed  two  or  three  times  in  every  day.  These  observations, 
in  the  month  of  January,  for  intitance,  through  the  whole  period, 
amounted  to  337.  At  73  of  these,  the  wind  was  from  the  North  ; 
47  from  the  North-east,  &c.  So  that  it  will  be  easy  to  see  in 
what  proportion  each  wind  usually  prevails  in  each  month  :  or, 
taking  the  whole  year,  the  total  of  observations  through  the 
whole  period  having  been  3,698,  it  will  be  observed  that  61 1  of 
them  were  from  the  North,  558  from  the  North-cast,  &c. 

Though  by  this  table  it  Appears  we  have  on  an  average  47 
inches  of  rain  annually,  which  is  considerably  more  than  usually 
falls  in  Europe,  yet  from  the  information  I  [138]  have  collected, 
I  suppose  we  have  a  much  greater  proportion  of  sunshine  here 
than  there.  Perhaps  it  will  be  found,  there  are  '  twice  as  many 
cloudy  days  in  the  middle  parts  of  Europe,  as  in  the  United 
States  of  America.  I  mention  the  middle  parts  of  Europe, 
becauw  my  information  doe«  not  extend  to  its  northern  or 
southern  parts. 

In  an  Miensivc  country,  it  will  of  course  be  expected  that  the 
climate  is  not  the  same  in  all  its  parts.     It  is  remarkable,  that 

well  water  in  the  Dbirlct  of  Maine,  and  found  tt  at  33  degrees  of  Fahrenhell's 
tbermoiinclcT. 

The  dcpih  o(  th*  well  »  38  ffl«t ;  the  deplh  of  the  wairt  at  (hit  iin>e  was 
4  feet ;  the  laiEtude  of  ihr  place  U  44  sa  North  ;  loagicude  abusi  69  40  W. 

In  S«ptemb«r,  i6o3.  I  oumined  with  the  sane  initnitncBt,  and  wilb  equal 
care,  (be  (onipenuuic  of  the  well  water,  wh<Te  I  live,  on  the  Capitol  hill,  and 
found  it  ai  50'  of  f  ahrenhelt.  Thii  well  if  opwards  of  40  (eel  in  depth,  and 
liad  at  the  tlRM?  aliont  7  or  6  feel  of  water. 

My  w«n,  in  Mni»c,  in  an  ofKtt  tlraw  well,  wilhoat  a  pamp  ;  the  writ  on  the 
Capilol  litil  tu(  B  pump,  and  it  clo^  rorcied. 

The  tempenituie  of  the  water  of  Kenoebecit  river,  the  Utier  pan  uf  Angntt, 
vaa  7Z|  by  Faknnbett. 

H.  UBAABoan, 

*  See  a  Note  at  the  end  of  the  Worlc.—  T.  J. 
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proceeding  on  the  same  parallel  of  latitude  westwardly,  the 
climate  becomes  colder  in  like  manner  as  when  you  proceed 
northwardly  I'liis  continues  to  be  the  case  till  you  attain  the 
summit  of  the  Allcghancy,  which  is  the  highest  land  between  the 
ocean  and  the  MissJsipi.  From  thence,  descending  in  the  same 
latitude  to  the  Missisipi,  the  change  reverses;  and,  if  wc  may 
believe  travellers,  it  becomes  warmer  there  than  it  is  in  ihe  same 
latitude  on  the  sea-side.  Their  testimony  is  strengthened  by  the 
vegetables  and  animals  which  [139]  subsist  and  multiply  there 
luiurally,  and  do  not  on  the  sea-coast.  Thus  Catalpas  grow 
spontaneously  on  the  Missisipi,  as  far  as  the  latitude  of  37*,  and 
reeds  as  far  as  38".  Pcrroquels  even  winter  on  the  Siolo,  in  the 
39th  degree  of  latitude.  In  the  summer  of  1779.  when  the  ther- 
mometer was  at  90°.  at  Monticello,  and  96°.  at  Williamsburg,  it 
was  1 10°  at  KasXaskia.  Perhaps  the  mountain,  which  overhangs 
this  tillage  on  the  North  side,  may,  by  its  reflection,  have  con- 
tributed somewhat  to  produce  this  heat.  The  difference  of  tem- 
perature of  the  air  at  the  sea  coast,  or  on  the  Chesapeak  bay,  and 
at  the  AUeghaney,  has  not  been  ascertained;  but  contemporary 
observation N,  made  at  Williamsburg,  or  in  its  neighborhood,  and 
at  Monticello,  which  is  on  the  most  eastern  ridge  of  the  moun- 
tains, called  the  South  West,  where  they  are  intersected  by  the 
Rivanna,  have  furnished  a  ratio  by  which  that  difference  may  in 
some  degree  be  conjectured.  These  observations  make  the  dif- 
ference between  Williamsburg  and  the  nearest  mountains,  at  (he 
position  before  mentioned,  to  be  on  an  average  6J".  of  Faren- 
hcit's  thcnnometcr.  Some  allowance,  however,  is  to  be  made  for 
the  difference  of  [140J  latitude  between  these  two  places^  the 
latter  being  3R''.8'.i7*.  which  is5j'.2s'.  North  of  the  former.  By 
contemporary  obser\-acicns  of  between  five  and  six  weeks,  the 
averaged  and  almost  unvaried  difference  of  the  height  of  mercury 
in  the  barometer,  at  those  two  places,  was  .784  of  an  inch,  the 
atmosphere  at  Monticello  being  so  much  the  lightest,  that  is  to 
say,  about  ^V  ^^  i^^  whole  weight.  It  should  be  observed,  how- 
ever, that  the  hill  of  Monticello  is  of  500  feet  perpendicular  height 
above  the  river  which  washes  its  base.  This  position  being  nearly 
central  between  our  northern  and  southern  boundaries,  and  be- 
tween the  bay  and  Alleghaney,  may  be  considered  as  furnishing 
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slate  only  th«  ordinary  heat  and  cold  of  each  month,  and  not 
those  which  arc  extraordinary.  At  Williamsburg,  in  August 
1766,  the  mercury  in  Farenheii's  thermometer  was  at  98°.  cor- 
responding with  29J  of  Reaumur.  At  the  same  place  in  January 
1780,  it  was  6°.  corresponding  with  11}  below  o.  of  Reaumur. 
I  beheve'  these  may  be  considered  to  be  nearly  the  extremes  of 
heal  and  cold  [145]  in  that  |>art  of  the  cotintry.  The  latter  may 
mo&l  certainly,  as  that  time  York  river,  at  Yorklown,  was  frozen 
ever,  so  thai  people  walked  across  it ;  a  circumstance  which 
proves  it  to  have  been  colder  than  the  winter  of  1740,  1741, 
usually  called  the  cold  winter,  when  York  river  did  not  freeze 
over  at  that  place.  In  the  snmc  reason  of  i7tio,  Chcivipcak  bay 
was  solid,  from  its  head  to  the  mouth  of  Patowtnac.  At  Annapo- 
lis, where  it  is  %\  miles  over  between  the  nearest  points  of  land, 
the  ice  was  from  five  to  seven  inches  thick  quite  across,  so  that 
loaded  carnages  went  over  on  it.  Those,  our  extremes  of  heat 
and  cold,  of  6".  and  98".  were  indeed  very  distressing  to  us,  and 
were  thought  to  put  the  extent  of  the  human  coniititution  to  con- 
siderahle  trial.  Yet  a  Siberian  would  have  considered  tliem  as 
scarcely  a  sensible  variatioo.  At  Jenniseitc  in  that  country,  in 
latitude  58*.27'.  we  are  told  that  the  cold  in  1735  sunk  the  mer- 
cury by  Farenheit's  scale  to  136".  below  nothing;  and  the  in- 
habitants of  the  same  country  use  stove  rooms  two  or  three  times 
A  week,  in  which  they  stay  two  hours  at  a  time,  the  atmosphere 
of  which  raises  the  mercury  to  155°.  above  nothing.  [146]  Late 
experiments  shew  that  the  human  body  will  exist  in  roems  heated 
to  140".  of  Reaumur,  equal  to  347".  of  Farenheit's,  and  135". 
above  boiling  water.'  The  hottest  point  of  the  twenty-four  hours 
is  about  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  thi:  dawn  of  day  tlic  coldest, 

'  At  Paris,  in  1753,  the  mercury  in  Reaumur's  thermometer  w&s  at  30^  above 
c.  and  in  1776,  it  was  at  16  liclow  o.  The  exlrctnitjo  of  hcai  and  cold  ihere- 
forc  at  Paris,  are  greater  (Itau  at  Williamsbuig,  which  is  in  the  hottest  part 
of  Virginia.— r.  J. 

*  In  the  criiilon  i>r  1853  this  lootnole  is  added  ; 

"  Tli«  foUowiujc  ub&er^'atiun!>  on  heat  ami  cold,  as  thcjr  afTeci  Ibe  animal  body^ 
nay  not  be  unacceptable  to  those  vrho  have  not  paid  particular  attention  to  the 
subject. 

"  Th«  living  body,  (not  like  Che  dead  one.  which  asnitnei  the  temperature  of 
the  feurrounding  atmosphere,)  maintain*  within  itself  a  sieady  heat  of  about  g6* 
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1*hc  access  of  frost  in  autumn,  and  its  recc!u  in  the  spring,  do  not 
seem  to  depend  mercl;^  on  the  degree  of  cold  ;  much  le^s  on  the 
air's  being  at  the  freezing  point.  White  frosts  are  frequent  when 
the  thermometer  is  at  47".  have  killed  young  plants  of  Indian  com 
at  48°.  and  have  been  known  at  54°.  Black  frost,  and  even  ice. 
have  been  produced  at  38^".  which  is  6J  degrees  above  the  freer.- 

a(  PRhRDbcit't  thcnnomtter,  vajyitin  litil*  with  tbt  ordmary  variatfont  of  the 
unDtpherc  This  hnt  \%  principally  vupplJed  by  respiration-  The  vital  air, 
flrozjrgcB  of  the  ■mDE{>hcric  fluid  iiib«lcd,  it  itcparmtcti  by  the  lungs  Trbtn  Uiv 
uotie  aad  ctrtMoic  piru.  and  is  abiofbcd  by  ihcm  ;  the  caloric  ii  diungA^. 
diHaMd  through  the  mus  tA  the  body,  and  ahutbcd  Troni  ihe  sLIn  by  lh« 
extemal  air  coining  into  contact  with  it.  If  the  cttcroal  air  ii  ol  a  hijtb  tem- 
pvralurv,  it  iloe«  not  lake  up  the  tuperfluons  beat  at  the  body  fast  enough,  nnd 
wc  conplaJn  of  too  nudi  heat ;  if  It  it  very  cold,  it  abtorbi  the  heat  too  fast, 
and  proilticGa  the  sensation  of  cold.  To  remedy  ibis,  we  inierpoae  a  ooverfiig. 
which  acting  as  a  ttralDcr,  lets  lets  air  cone  into  contact  with  the  body,  and 
chcckft  the  escape  of  the  rital  heat.  .A«  the  atmo^heric  air  becomes  colder, 
more  or  ibickci  coverings  are  used,  till  no  more  than  the  requisite  portion  of 
heat  i(  conducted  from  the  body.  As  it  would  be  inconvenient  in  the  day  to 
ba  bunhcncd  with  a  mnm  ol  ctolhing  entirely  eqnivalent  to  grt«l  ile]!Te«ii  of 
cold,  we  bave  resort  to  fires  and  warm  rooms  to  comcl  the  nale  ol  the  aimaa- 
phcre.  as  a  supplement  of  onr  clothlnij.  If  we  have  not  the  opportunity,  and 
ibe  cold  is  excessive,  ibe  thinner  parts  as  the  ear,  ihe  nose,  the  Anccrv  and  toes 
lose  beat  till  they  freeie,  and.  if  the  cold  be  nfficient,  the  whole  body  b  reduced 
in  beat,  till  death  enaies :  a»  sailor*  eaperirnce  who  escape  frofn  shipwreck,  in 
Winter  storms,  on  dncrt  iborcs,  whcir  no  fire  can  be  found. 

*'  0(  ibe  Hnbfttsnccs  we  use  for  covering,  linen  seems  the  openesi  strainer  for 
admtiuun  of  air  to  the  budy,  and  the  most  copious  conduclot  of  heal  from  )l  ; 
and  is  ihwefore  consideied  as  a  coot  clothing.  Cotton  obstmcti  still  more  the 
paa«ge  of  both  fluids,  and  wool  more  than  cotton:  it  is  called  therefore  a 
worse  cotiduclor  of  beat,  and  wanner  doihtng.  Next  to  this  arc  the  furs,  and 
the  tnoat  im  perm  cable  of  all  (or  heat  and  air  are  feather*  and  down,  and  c«pe- 
dolly  the  down  of  the  Eider  dtick.^Anaa  motliMima.)  H«itcelhe  Inseniibility 
to  cold  of  the  beasts  with  shaggy  hair,  or  line  for,  and  of  the  birds  in  proportion 
as  (hey  are  provided  with  down  and  soft  feathers  :  as  the  swan,  gooac.  dack. 

"  K'fiott'g  Ibe  sabsiances  which,  as  being  bad  condncton  of  beat,  fonent  and 
mum  the  aninial  body,  are  the  loans  of  the  E^pclctia  Frallrsoa,  a  plant  newly 
^Movwad  bylbt  great  naturalin  and  traveller  Itaron  Humboldt,  on  ibe  niouii- 
tains  of  South  America,  m  the  height  of  9^«o  loisea  above  Ihe  sea.  These 
leavca  l>ein)[  fumislicd  abundatilly  nith  a  soft  down,  lettore  imwediately  lo 
their  dnc  w-amilh  the  hands,  feet,  or  other  members  l>cnunibc<l  with  cold  ;  and 
collected  as  a  bed,  protect  from  deaih  the  Indian  bcn>|;hlrd  in  lliose  regiotu  of 
catrcm*  cold.    The  same  scieutific  tnvcller,  by  analysis  of  the  air,  at  diUcreat 
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ing  point.'  That  other  ciruumstiuices  must  be  cotnfained  wtih  this 
cold  to  produce  trosi,  is  evident  from  this  also,  on  the  higher 
parts  of  mountains,  where  it  isahsolulely  colder  than  in  the  plains 
on  which  they  stand,  frosts  do  not  appear  »o  early  by  »  consider- 
able space  of  time  in  autumn,  and  go  off  sooner  in  the  iipring,  than 
in  the  plains.  I  have  known  frosts  so  severe  as  to  kill  the  hickory 
trees  round  about  Monticello,  and  yet  not  injure  the  tender  fruit 
blossoms  then  in  bloom  on  the  top  and  higher  parts  of  the  [•47] 
mountain  ;  and  in  the  course  of  40  years,  during  which  it  had 
been  settled,  there  have  been  but  two  instances  of  a  general  loss 
of  fruit  on  it ;  while  in  the  circumjacent  country,  the  fruit  has  es- 
caped but  twice  in  the  last  seven  years.  The  plants  of  tobacco, 
which  grow  from  the  roots  uf  those  which  have  been  cut  off  in  the 
summer,  arc  frequently  green  here  at  Christmas.  Thi»  privilege 
against  the  frost  is  undoubtedly  combined  with  the  want  of  dew 
on  the  mountains.  That  the  dew  is  very  rare  on  their  higher  parts, 
I  may  say  with  certainty,  from  \i  years  observations,' having 
scarcely  ever,  during  that  time,  seen  an  unetiuivucal  proof  of  its 

heights  aa  ihc  moaBtain  of  CiiiinlionxD  which  he  aseetidtd  10  the  height  of 
3.036  loitcs,  IS4&  laitn  higher  Ihsn  Itad  ever  bun  done  by  man  befoir,  and 
within  324  loikc^  of  ita  top)  (oiind  that  the  oxygen  being  *pcriGcally  heavier 
than  the  aiolic  part  iif  the  ait»ottpbm,  iti  proportion  lescened  in  that  ascent  37 
or  18  to  iq^  hundmllh  par(«.  The  Mme  ciiv-nmilancc  had  licen  l>cfora 
observed  by  San»ur>,  IHn)  and  Reboal.  on  the  high  tBounUint  of  £um;)e,  and 
mu^t  be  anunc  ibc  principal  caBH«  of  the  degree  in  whtcb  the  animal  budj  ii 
■flccicd  with  cohl  in  riliiatiun*  more  or  lex*  elnnicd. 

"  In  addition  to  the  effect  of  viul  air.  as  the  rchide  o(  animal  beat,  mc  may 
note  that  II  U  alaa  the  iuiniediiite  cause,  ar  primum  mobile  ol  life.  Kor,  calcf- 
ing  t>y  mpiration  into  Ihc  air.cclit  o!  the  Inng^,  •Jiviilcd  from  IboK  of  (he 
blood  tnit  by  ■  thin  membrane,  ii  infuses  Ihrouuh  that  a  Mimului  into  the  blood, 
whidi,  acting  on  Ihe  irriuble  Kbre«  of  the  heart,  esdic^  mechanically  ilw  action 
aad  reaction  of  thai  nioctc.  By  Uicm:  the  blood  'm  prupclled.  and  recdvnd 
again  la  a  courte  of  conilant  cirnlation  and  vital  action  cotntnunlcated  and 
naintained  ihroogb  all  the  syitem.  Inlercepi  vital  air  from  the  lungs,  the 
action  of  the  heart  ccaM^  foe  want  of  ilfmalui,  the  curreol  o(  ibc  bliKid.  unaided, 
yirldt  to  Ihc  rcMidancc  of  its  cfaannrlH,  all  the  vital  motioni  or*  »D>|>nidcH,  (he 
body  becomvi  nn  inanimaleil  lump  of  matter." 

'  "  Huuchenb.  ha»  teen  ice  piuduced  ai  ^i.* — a  Miin.  I,  507."— A<»fti*fc 
im  ti/iti*m  e/  rSjij. 

*  In  the  edition  of  jSS3  thii  passage  is  altered  from  thii  point  on  to  read : 
**  luiTtBg  leldoni  during  that  lime  seen  them  at  MonilceJlo  dunng  Summer." 
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existence  on  them  at  all  during  summer.  Severe  frosts  in  the 
depth  of  winter  prove  that  the  region  of  dews  extends  higher  in 
that  season  than  the  tops  of  the  mountains  ;  but  certaioly.  in  the 
summer  season,  the  vapors,  by  the  time  they  attain  that  height,  are 
become  so  attenuated  as  not  tu  subside  and  form  a  dew  when 
the  sun  retires. 

The  weavil  has  not  yet  ascended  the  high  mountains. 

A  more  satisfactory  estimate  of  our  climate  to  some,  may  |>er- 
haps  be  formed,  by  noting  [148]  the  plants  which  grow  here, 
subject,  hoirever,  to  be  killed  by  our  severest  colds.  These  are 
the  fig,  pomegranate,  articholce,  and  European  walnut.  In  mild 
winters,  lettuce  and  endive  require  no  shelter  ;  hut,  generally, 
they  need  a  slight  covering.  1  do  not  know  that  the  want  of  long 
mosfi,  reed,  myrtle,  swamp  laurel,  holly,  and  cj-press,  in  the  upper 
country  proceeds  from  a  greater  degree  of  cold,  nor  that  they 
were  ever  killed  with  any  degree  of  cold,  nor  that  they  were  ever 
killed  with  any  degree  of  cold  in  the  lower  country.  The  aloe 
lived  in  Willtiimsburg,  in  the  open  air,  through  the  severe  winter 
of  1779,  17S0. 

A  change  in  our  climate,  however,  is  taking  place  very  sensibly. 
Both  heats  and  colds  are  become  much  more  moderate  wiihtn  the 
memory  even  of  the  middle-aged.  Snows  are  less  frequcni  and 
less  deep.  They  do  not  often  lie,  below  the  mountains,  more  than 
one,  two,  or  three  days,  and  very  rarely  a  week.  They  are  re- 
membered to  have  been  formerly  frequent,  deep,  and  of  long  con- 
tinuance. The  elderly  inform  me,  the  earth  used  to  be  covered 
with  snow  about  three  months  in  every  year.  The  rivers,  which 
then  seldom  failed  to  freeze  over  in  the  course  of  the  winter, 
scarcely  ever  do  so  now.  This[i49]  change  has  produced  an  un- 
fortunate  ductuation  between  heat  and  cold,  in  the  spring  of  the 
year,  which  is  very  fatal  to  fruits.  From  the  year  1741  to  1761;, 
an  interval  of  twenty-eight  years,  there  was  no  instance  of  fruit 
killed  by  the  frost  in  the  neighborhood  of  Moniicello.  An  intense 
cold,  produced  by  constant  snows,  kept  the  buds  locked  up  till  the 
tun  could  obtain,  in  the  spring  of  the  yCAr,  so  fixed  an  ascend- 
ancy as  to  dissolve  those  snows,  and  protect  the  buds,  during 
their  development,  from  every  danger  of  returning  cold.  The 
accumulated  snows  of  the  winter  remaining  to  be  dissolved  all 


The  rains  of  every  monih,  (as  of  January,  for  insiance.) 
through  the  whole  period  of  years,  were  added  separately,  and 
an  average  drawn  from  them.  The  coolest  and  wannest  point  of 
the  same  day  in  each  year  of  the  period,  were  added  separately,  and 
an  average  of  the  greatest  cold  and  greatest  heat  of  that  day  was 
formed.  From  the  averages  of  every  day  in  the  month,  a  general 
average  was  formed.  The  point  from  which  the  wind  blew,  was 
observed  two  or  three  times  in  every  day.  These  observations, 
in  the  month  of  January,  for  instance,  through  the  whole  period, 
amounted  to  337.  At  73  of  these,  the  wind  was  from  the  North  ; 
47  from  the  North-east,  &c.  So  that  it  will  be  easy  to  see  in 
what  proportion  each  wind  usually  prevails  in  each  month  ;  or, 
taking  the  whole  year,  the  total  of  observations  through  the 
whole  period  having  been  3,698,  it  will  be  observed  that  611  of 
them  were  from  the  North,  55H  from  the  North-east,  &c. 

Though  by  this  table  it  appears  we  have  on  an  average  47 
inches  of  rain  annually,  which  is  considerably  more  than  usually 
falls  in  Europe,  yet  from  the  information  I  [138]  have  collected, 
1  suppose  we  have  a  much  greater  proportion  of  sunshine  here 
than  there.  Perhaps  it  will  be  found,  there  are  '  twice  as  many 
cloudy  days  in  the  middle  pacts  of  Europe,  as  in  the  United 
States  of  America.  I  mention  the  middle  parts  of  Europe, 
became  ray  information  does  not  extend  to  its  northern  or 
southern  parts. 

In  an  extensive  conntry,  it  will  of  course  be  expected  that  the 
climate  is  not  the  same  in  all  its  parts.     It  is  remarkable,  that 

well  vutT  in  the  Uiilrict  of  Maine,  tLod  found  it  si  sz  (\e%nta  ot  Fahrenheit's 
IhcmiciincleT. 

The  depth  of  the  well  ta  38  feet ;  the  dep4h  of  the  walcT  Kt  thii  time  wst 
4  feet ;  tha  biiiiuil*  of  ihc  pbtv  is  44  33  North  ;  lonciiude  aboal  69  40  W. 

In  SeptemWr,  tSoi,  [  eumineil  with  the  Mme  in»ininenl,  and  with  equal 
oirv,  the  tciDperalure  ot  the  well  water,  when  I  live,  on  the  Capitol  bill,  and 
found  il  al  M*  of  Fahrenbctl.  Thi>  well  b  upwtida  of  40  feet  in  depth,  and 
ho<1  at  the  lime  klxiul  7  or  8  Icel  of  witter 

My  well,  in  Maine,  ii  *n  o|>cn  draw  well,  wiifxmt  a  pump ;  ibe  well  on  the 
Capili'l  hill  ba>  a  iium|>,  and  ii  cto«:  roirctcd. 

The  iFiiipcmiure  of  the  wa4er  of  Kcnnebeck  rirar,  the  laltcr  pail  of  Angut, 
waa  ;3|  by  Fahrenheit 

II,  DiuutDoaK. 

■  Sm  a  Note  at  the  tad  ot  the  Work.—  T.  7. 
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proceeding  on  the  same  parallel  of  latitude  westwardly,  the 
climate  becomes  colder  iti  like  manner  as  when  yoa  proceed 
northwardly  This  rnniinnes  to  be  the  case  till  you  attain  ihc 
summit  of  the  Alleghaney,  which  is  ihe  highest  land  between  the 
ocean  and  the  Missisipi.  From  thence,  descending  in  the  same 
latitude  to  the  Missisipi,  the  change  reverses;  and,  if  ue  may- 
believe  tr^ivcllers,  it  becomes  waimcr  there  than  it  \%  in  ihc  same 
latitude  on  the  sea-side  Their  testimony  is  strengthened  by  the 
vegetables  and  animals  which  [139]  snbsist  and  multiply  there 
naturally,  and  do  not  on  the  sea-coast.  Thus  Catalpas  grow 
spontaneously  on  the  Missisipi.  as  far  as  the  latitude  of  37",  and 
reeds  as  far  as  38".  Perroqucls  even  winter  on  the  Siolo,  in  the 
39th  degree  of  latitude.  In  the  summer  of  1779.  when  the  thcr- 
moroetcr  was  at  90^  at  Monticello,  and  96°.  at  Williamsburg,  it 
•-as  1 10°  at  Kaskaskia-  Perhaps  the  mountain,  which  overhangs 
this  village  on  the  North  side,  may,  by  its  reflection,  have  con- 
tributed somewhat  to  produce  this  heat.  The  difference  of  tem- 
perature of  the  air  at  the  sea  coast,  or  on  the  Chesapeak  bay,  and 
at  Ihe  Alleghaney,  has  not  been  ascertained  ;  but  contemporary 
observations,  made  at  Williamsburg,  or  in  its  neighborhood,  and 
at  Monticello,  which  is  on  the  most  eastern  ridge  of  the  moun- 
tains, called  the  South  West,  where  they  are  intersected  by  the 
Rivanoa,  have  furnished  a  ratio  by  which  that  difference  may  in 
«oroe  degree  be  conjectured.  These  observations  roakc  the  dif- 
ference between  Williamsburg  and  the  nearest  mountains,  at  the 
position  before  mentioned,  to  be  on  an  average  61°.  of  Faren- 
hcit's  thennometer.  Some  allowance,  however,  is  to  be  made  for 
the  difference  of  [140]  latitude  between  these  two  places,  the 
latter  being  38'.8'.)7'.  which  isja'.aa'.  North  of  ihc  former.  By 
contemporar)-  observations  of  between  6ve  and  six  weeks,  the 
averaged  and  almost  unvaried  difference  of  the  height  of  mercury 
in  the  barometer,  at  those  two  places,  was  .784  of  an  inch,  the 
atmosphere  at  Monticello  being  so  much  the  lightest,  that  is  to 
Bay,  about  ^  of  its  whole  weight.  It  should  be  obscn-ed,  how- 
ever, that  the  hill  of  Monticello  is  of  500  feet  perpendicular  height 
above  the  river  which  washes  its  base.  This  position  being  nearly 
central  between  our  northern  and  southern  boundaries,  and  be- 
tween the  bay  and  Alleghaney,  may  be  considered  as  furnishing 
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the  best  average  of  the  temperature  of  our  climate.  Williamsburgh 
is  much  too  near  the  souib-eastem  corner  to  give  a  fair  idea  of 
our  general  temperature, 

But  a  more  remarkable  difference  is  in  the  winds  which  pre- 
vail in  the  different  parts  of  the  country.  The  following  table 
exhibits  a  comparative  view  of  the  winds  prevailing  at  Williams- 
burg, and  at  Monticello.  It  is  formed  by  reducing  nine  months 
observations  at  Monticello  to  four  principal  {Mints,  10  wit,  [141] 
the  N'orth-east,  South-east,  South-west,  and  North-west ;  these 
paints  being  perpendicular  to,  or  parallel  with  our  coast,  moun- 
tains and  rivers  ;  and  by  reducing  in  like  manner,  an  equal  num- 
ber of  observations,  to  wit,  421  Trom  the  preceding  table  of  winds 
at  Williamsburg,  taking  Ihcm  proportionably  from  every  point : 


N.E. 

5.E. 

S.W. 

N.W. 

TdUl. 

Williamsburg     l>7 

61 

132 

loi 

4«i 

Monticello            34 

9> 

196 

»7> 

4»> 

By  this  it  may  be  seen  that  the  South-west  wind  prevails 
equally  at  both  places;  that  the  North-east  is,  next  to  this,  ihc 
principal  wind  towards  the  sea  coast,  and  the  North<wrst  i»  the 
predominant  wind  at  the  mountains.  The  difference  between 
these  two  winds  to  sensation,  and  in  fact,  is  very  great.  The 
Nonh*east  is  loaded  with  vaiiour,  insomuch,  that  the  salt-makers 
have  found  that  their  crystals  would  not  shoot  while  that  blows; 
it  brings  a  distressing  chill,  and  is  hea%-)-  and  oppressive  to  the 
spirits.  The  North-west  is  dry,  cooling,  elastic,  and  animating. 
The  Eastern  and  South-eastern  breezes  come  on  generally  in  the 
Afternoon.  They  have  ad- I142I  vanced  into  the  country  very 
sensibly  within  the  memory  of  people  now  living.  They  formerly 
did  not  penetrate  far  above  Williamsburg.  They  arc  now  fre- 
quent at  Richmond,  and  every  now  and  then  reach  the  moun- 
tains. They  deposit  most  of  their  moisture,  however,  before  they 
get  that  far.  As  the  lands  become  more  cleared,  it  is  probable 
they  will  extend  still  further  westward. 

(loing  out  into  the  open  air,  in  the  temperate,  and  warm  months 
of  the  year,  we  often  meet  with  bodies  of  warm  air,  which  passing 
by  us  in  two  or  three  seconds,  do  not  afford  time  to  the  most  sen- 
sible thermometer  to  seize  their  temperature.     Judging  from  my 
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feelings  only,  I  think  they  approach  the  ordinary  heat  of  the 
human  body.  Some  of  tbcm,  perhaps,  go  a  little  beyond  it. 
They  are  of  about  20  to  30  feet  diameter  horiiontally.  Of  iheir 
height  we  have  no  experience,  but  probably  ihey  are  globular 
volumes  wafted  or  rolled  along  with  the  wind.  But  whence 
tAken,  where  found,  or  how  generated?  'flicy  are  not  to  be  as- 
scribed  to  volcanos,  because  we  have  none.  They  do  not  happen 
in  the  winter  when  the  farmers  kindle  large  fires  in  clearing  up 
their  grounds.  (143I  They  are  not  confined  to  the  spring  sea- 
son, when  we  have  fires  which  traverse  whole  countries,  consuming 
the  leaves  whit  h  have  fallen  from  the  trees.  And  they  are  too 
frequent  and  genera]  to  be  ascribed  to  accidental  fires.  I  am 
persuaded  their  cause  must  be  sought  for  in  the  atmosphere 
itself,  to  aid  us  in  which  I  know  but  of  these  constant  circum- 
stances ;  a  dry  air ;  a  lem|fcrature  as  warm,  at  least,  as  that  of  the 
spring  or  autumn  ;  and  a  moderate  current  of  wind.  They  are 
most  frequent  about  sun-set ;  rare  in  the  middle  parts  of  the  day  ; 
and  1  do  Dot  rerollecl  having  ever  met  with  tbcm  in  the 
morning. 

The  variation  in  the  weight  of  our  atmosphere,  as  indicated  by 
the  barometer,  is  not  equal  to  two  inches  of  mercury.  During 
twelve  months*  obscr\'3tion  at  Williamsburg,  the  eklremes  were  29, 
and  J0.86  inches,  the  difference  being  1.86  of  an  inch  ;  and  in  nine 
months,  during  which  the  height  of  the  mercury  was  noted  at 
MoQticello,  the  extremes  were  28.4.8  and  29.69  inches,  the  varia- 
tion being  I. II  of  an  inch.  A  gentleman,  who  has  observed  his 
barometer  many  years,  assures  me  it  has  never  varied  two  inches. 
Coiemporary  observations  made  at  Monticello  and  Williams- 
[144]  hurg,  proved  the  variations  in  the  weight  of  air  to  be  simul* 
laneous  and  corresponding  in  these  two  places. 

Our  changes  from  heat  to  cold,  and  cold  to  beat,  arc  very  sud- 
den and  great.  The  mercur>'  in  Farenheil's  thermometer  has 
been  known  to  descend  from  93°.  to  47".  in  thirteen  hours.' 

It  was  taken  for  granted,  that  the  preceding  table  of  averaged 
heal  will  not  give  a  false  idea  on  this  subject,  as  it  proposes  to 

*  In  (be  edition  of  lS)3  i*  ftdded  :  "  and  in  ■  single  and  moirt  remn k«bl« 
infijtnc*',  on  tfa«  v^  of  Joly,  1793,  in  Or*ng«  coonty,  ll  fell  from  S4'  10  74*  io 

wa  mlnutcf.*' 
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sut«  only  the  ordiDary  h«at  and  cold  of  each  month,  and  not 
those  which  are  extraordinary.  At  Williamsburg,  in  August 
1766,  the  mercury  in  Farcnheit's  thermometer  was  at  98^.  cor* 
responding  with  39}  of  Reaumur.  At  the  same  place  in  January 
1780,  it  was  6°.  corresponding  with  tt]  below  o.  of  Reaumur. 
I  believe '  these  may  be  considered  co  be  nearly  the  extremes  of 
heat  and  cold  [145]  in  that  part  of  the  country.  The  latter  may 
most  certainly,  as  that  time  VorV  river,  at  Yorktown,  was  frozen 
over,  so  thai  (jcople  walked  across  it ;  a  circumstance  which 
proves  it  to  have  been  colder  than  the  winter  of  1740,  1741, 
usually  called  the  cold  winter,  when  York  river  did  not  freeze 
over  at  that  place.  En  the  same  season  of  1780,  Chesapeak  bay 
was  solid,  from  its  head  to  the  mouth  of  Patowmac.  At  Annapo- 
lis,  where  it  is  j|  miles  over  between  the  nearest  points  of  land, 
the  ice  was  from  five  to  seven  inches  thick  quite  across,  so  that 
loaded  carriages  went  over  on  it.  Those,  our  extremes  of  heal 
and  cold,  of  6^  aud  98".  were  indeed  very  distressing  to  us,  and 
were  thought  to  put  the  extent  of  the  human  constitution  to  con- 
siderable trial.  Yet  a  Siberian  would  have  considered  them  as 
scarcely  a  sensible  variation.  At  Jennisviiz  in  that  country,  in 
latitude  58^27'.  we  are  told  that  the  cold  in  1735  sunk  the  mer- 
cury by  Farenheit'a  scale  to  116°.  below  nothing;  and  the  in- 
habitants of  the  same  country  use  stove  rooms  two  or  three  times 
a  week,  in  which  they  stay  two  hours  at  a  time,  the  atmosphere 
of  which  raises  the  mercurj'  to  135°.  above  nothing.  [146J  I.dtc 
experiments  shew  that  the  human  body  wiU  exist  in  rooms  heated 
to  140°.  of  Reaumur,  equal  to  347',  of  Farenheit's,  and  135°. 
aliove  boiling  water.'  The  hottest  point  of  the  twenty-four  hours 
is  about  four  o'clock,  V.  M.,  and  the  dawn  of  day  the  coldest. 

'  At  Pari*,  in  1753.  tbe  mercury  in  Rmiinnr'i  Ihcrtnontrlcr  waa  x\  30}  «hov9 
O.,  and  in  1776,  ll  wu  al  16  below  a.  The  exiremltiei  o4  heal  and  coltl  lKer«. 
fore  St  Pui>,  are  grvater  thaa  ai  WUIiamklmrK,  whicfa  U  iu  ihv  hutte^i  part 
of  Virpnia.— r.  J. 

'  In  the  edition  o(  1853  this  footnote  is  added  : 

"  The  loUowing  obserrationt  oa  beat  and  cold,  as  theraflect  the  aaimal  body, 
najr  not  be  anaccqitablc  lo  Ihoae  who  have  not  paid  paniciilar  atlenlioti  to  the 
aubjcct. 

"  l*bc  living  body,  (not  like  tiie  dead  one,  which  auumes  Ihe  tcinperatnre  o4 
the  nnoandlnfi  annospbere,)  nainiainf  within  ittclf  a  Mvady  he«t  ol  about  gA' 
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The  arcess  of  frost  in  autumn,  and  its  recess  in  the  spring,  do  not 
seem  to  depend  merely  on  the  degree  of  cold ;  much  less  on  the 
air's  being  at  the  freezing  jiolnt.  White  frosts  are  frequent  when 
the  thermometer  is  at  47°.  have  killed  young  |ilanls  of  Indian  com 
at  48°.  and  have  been  known  at  54°.  Black  frost,  and  even  ice, 
have  been  produced  at  jJJ^".  which  is  6^  degrees  above  the  freez- 

o(  Fahrifnbcit*!  lhrn»omvt«r,  vaiTing  liltk  with  thr  onjinaiy  rarialions  of  Um 
ilHMpbere.  Thubnu  b  principallj  npplicd  by  respiration.  The  vital  nir, 
or  nygcn  of  the  atmoapberic  fluid  iohttled.  U  »epanuecl  by  ibe  tungt  rrom  lh« 
aiotic  and  carboiuc  pvu.  aad  u  abwrbed  bj  ihem  ;  the  caloric  is  discngngMl, 
diflu«Ml  through  the  mu»  of  the  body,  aad  aboorbed  (nun  Ihe  *V\\\  by  th« 
extemil  air  coming  into  conlBrt  with  it.  [f  the  cxlcnwl  air  is  of  «  liigh  l«n> 
pentDi*,  il  doet  not  lake  up  ihe  lupariluous  hvai  of  Ihc  body  fut  modgh,  ai>d 
wv  etKDplain  of  loo  mach  lieat ;  if  it  ti  rery  cold,  it  alMorbt  the  heal  too  fast, 
and  produce!  the  scnutiOB  of  cold.  To  remedy  ihn.  we  inicrpuM  a  covering. 
aillleh  aciing  u  a  ttrtinct,  lets  Icm  air  came  inio  coouct  wEih  the  iKidy,  and 
cWcks  ihe  etcape  of  the  vital  heat.  A\  the  atmospheric  air  bccomci  colder, 
more  or  thicker  coverings  are  used,  till  no  more  than  the  nquisiic  portion  of 
beat  il  condu-ied  from  the  body.  A»  it  wnuM  be  inconvenwiit  in  the  day  to 
be  burtheiied  with  a  man  of  clothing  entirely  e<]uiTa]ent  to  great  Hegreem  of 
oojd,  we  have  resort  to  fires  and  irarm  rootni  In  correct  the  stale  of  the  Aimos- 
pben,  BB  a  snpplenieat  of  our  clolliins.  If  wc  have  not  the  op];ortanity.  and 
tbe  cold  i»  cxccaive,  the  thinner  parti  as  the  nr,  tbc  no».  the  lingers  and  toes 
lofc  heat  till  they  freeze,  and,  if  the  cold  be  sufficient,  the  whole  body  is  reduced 
in  heal,  till  death  eniaei :  as  sailon  experience  who  ei^ape  from  shipwreck,  in 
Winter  stormt,  on  desert  ihores,  where  no  fire  can  be  (ouad. 

"  Of  ihc  Hib«tancea  we  ue  for  covering,  linen  accms  (h«  opencst  strainer  (or 
admii>i(in  of  ait  to  the  IwMly,  and  the  mott  copious  conductor  ol  heat  froin  II  \ 
and  i»  therefore  concideTed  a«  a  cool  cloUiiiig.  Cotton  oli«tJUCts  Mill  mure  the 
pasaaice  of  both  fluids,  and  <rool  more  than  cotton:  It  I*  called  therefore  a 
wone  condactor  of  heat,  and  irtmer  clothing.  Next  to  this  are  the  furs,  and 
Ibe  moil  impermeable  ol  alt  for  heal  and  air  are  fcathcn  and  down,  and  eopc- 
oally  Ibcdownof  the  Eider  duck. — (Anas  mollinima.)  Hf^oce  ll>e  tosenuhility 
lo  cold  of  the  beaftts  wilb  shaggy  haii,  or  fine  for,  and  of  the  birds  in  piopwiion 
ai  Ihej  arc  provided  with  down  and  soft  feathers  :  aa  the  swau,  kuusc,  dock, 

"Among  ibe  subsiances  which,  at  Iwing  l>ad  nHMlticion  of  heal,  foment  aad 
warm  the  animal  body,  are  Ibe  leaves  of  the  Espcletia  Fraileaon,  a  plant  newly 
discovered  by  tbc  gnat  naiumltst  and  traveller  B^roo  HnmtioJdi.  on  Ihc  moua- 
lafau  of  ^outh  America,  at  the  height  of  3.450  toiws  above  the  »ca.  Tltoe 
laavea  betnt;  lumishnl  al^undmiily  wriib  a  soft  tlown.  mlorc  immcdialely  10 
their  due  warmth  the  bands,  feet,  or  utlier  member*  bcnumtteil  wilb  told  ;  aad 
coUecled  as  a  bed,  protect  from  death  tbc  Indian  benighted  in  those  regions  of 
aatreaie  cold.    The  <•»«  scientific  inveller.  by  anaiy»ii  of  the  air.  ni  difTctent 


i84 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


li78a 


ing  point.'  That  other  circumstances  mtist  be  combined  with  thts 
cold  to  produce  frost,  is  evident  from  this  also,  on  the  higher 
parts  of  mountains,  where  it  is  absolutely  colder  than  In  the  plains 
on  which  they  stand,  frosts  do  not  appear  so  early  by  a  consider- 
able space  of  time  in  autumn,  and  go  otT  sooner  in  ihe  spring,  than 
in  the  plains.  I  have  known  frosts  so  severe  as  to  kilt  the  hickory 
trees  round  about  Monticello,  and  yet  not  injure  the  tender  fruit 
blossoms  then  in  bloom  on  the  top  and  higher  parts  of  llie  ['4?] 
mountain  ;  and  in  the  course  of  40  years,  during  which  it  had 
been  settled,  there  ha%'c  been  hut  two  instances  of  a  general  loss 
of  fruit  on  it ;  while  in  the  circumjacent  countr>*,  the  fruit  hag  es- 
caped but  twice  in  the  last  seven  years.  The  plants  of  tobacco, 
which  grow  from  the  roots  of  those  which  have  been  cut  off  in  the 
summer,  are  fre^iuently  green  here  at  Christmas.  This  privilege 
against  the  frost  is  undoubtedly  combined  with  the  want  of  dew 
on  the  mountains.  That  the  dew  is  very  raie  on  their  higher  pans, 
I  may  say  with  certainty,  from  la  years  observations,' having 
Bcarccly  ever,  during  that  time,  seen  an  unequivocal  proof  of  iti 

heights  on  the  niuuniiin  of  Ciiiailiorato  which  be  iwcFiMlrd  to  the  hcighl  of 
3,036  toiKx.  (546  toisn  lilKlier  than  bad  e*ei  been  done  bj-  man  befoie.  uid 
wiihin  334  loisM  of  ill  top)  found  that  tbe  oxygen  being  tpccilicjlly  heavier 
than  the  aiotk  pan  of  ibc  «imo«phcTt.  its  proponion  Jes^ncd  in  ihai  au-ent  a? 
or  afi  to  I9>j  hundrcdlli  parts.  The  same  circotniUnoe  had  bceo  before 
observed  by  Sautsurc,  Ilni  and  Kcboul.  on  the  high  mnnntains  of  I£un>t>e,  and 
mukt  Ik  omonit  the  principal  cqums  of  the  de|;;rc«  in  which  the  aiiimal  ItuHjr  it 
affected  with  cidd  in  utaalioiiK  mote  ot  lenc  ekvatcd. 

"  In  addition  to  the  effect  of  Tit>J  air,  »  ilw  vehicle  of  animal  heat,  we  may 
note  thai  it  la  also  the  uninedbic  cauke,  or  primam  mobile  of  life.  For,  enter- 
ing by  respiration  intu  the  air-ccIU  of  the  longit,  divided  frum  Ihoce  of  the 
blood  bat  by  a  thin  mcmbtmnc.  it  infasei  through  that  e  siimnliit  into  the  blood, 
which,  acting  an  the  iniuble  fibres  of  Ibe  licart,  csciti^i  mechaiiicaUy  the  action 
•ad  noction  of  that  tniucle.  By  tbeic  Ibe  blood  i«  projwlled,  and  received 
■goio  in  a  i»Mine  of  ci^nitant  circulption  nnd  riial  adion  communicated  and 
maintained  through  oil  Ihe  tysieni.  Imercvpt  vital  air  from  the  lungs,  the 
action  of  the  heart  ceases  for  want  of  stinialui,  ibceurTcniof  thcbl{»od.  nnaidvd, 
yield),  to  the  re*Lttaiicc  of  it«  channeU,  all  the  vital  tnotiont  are  tutipended,  the 
body  Iwcomet  an  iaanimated  lump  of  tnatler.*' 

'  "  Mu»chenb.  hoa  seen  Ice  produced  al  41.*— 4  Unas.  I,  507."— ^uWjw/r 
im  t^iliem  »f  fSjj. 

*  In  tht  edition  of  1B53  tbii  poaoage  ia  altered  from  Ihia  point  on  to  read  : 
"  having  Midoni  during  tital  lime  seen  then  ai  Mcmiiceilo  during  Hummer." 


I78a] 


THOMAS  JEFF£JtSON. 


i8S 


existence  on  them  at  all  during  summer.  Severe  frosts  in  llie 
depth  of  winter  prove  that  the  region  of  dew*  extend**  higher  in 
that  season  Ihan  the  tops  of  the  mountains  ;  but  certainly,  in  the 
summer  season,  the  vapors,  by  the  time  they  attain  that  height,  are 
become  so  attenuated  as  not  to  subside  and  form  a  dew  when 
the  sun  retires. 

The  weavil  has  not  yet  ascended  the  high  mountains. 

A  more  tatisractory  estimate  of  our  climatt;  to  some,  may  per- 
haps be  formed,  by  notint;  [148]  the  plants  which  grow  here, 
subject,  however,  to  be  killed  by  our  severest  colds.  These  are 
the  lig,  pomegranate,  artichoke,  and  Euro|>C3n  walnut.  In  mild 
winters,  lettuce  and  endive  require  no  shelter  ;  but,  generally, 
they  need  a  slight  covering.  I  do  not  know  that  the  want  of  long 
moss,  reed,  myrtle,  swamp  laurel,  holly,  and  cypress,  in  the  upper 
country  proceeds  from  a  greater  degree  of  cold,  nor  that  they 
were  ever  killed  with  any  degree  of  cold,  nor  that  they  were  ever 
killed  with  any  degree  of  cold  in  the  lower  country.  The  aloe 
lived  in  Williamsburg,  in  the  open  air,  through  the  severe  winter 
of  1779,  tySo. 

\  change  in  our  climate,  however,  is  taking  place  very  sensibly. 
Both  heats  and  colds  are  become  much  more  moderate  within  the 
memory  even  of  the  middle-aged.  Snows  are  less  frctpieni  and 
less  deep.  They  do  not  often  lie,  below  (he  mountains,  more  than 
one,  two,  or  three  days,  and  very  rarely  a  week.  They  are  re- 
membered to  have  been  formerly  frequent,  deep,  and  of  long  con- 
tinuance. The  elderly  inform  mc,  the  earth  used  to  be  covered 
with  snow  about  three  months  in  every  year.  The  rivers,  which 
then  seldom  failed  to  freeze  over  in  the  course  of  the  winter, 
scarcely  ever  do  so  now.  This  [149]  change  has  produced  an  un- 
fortunate fluctuation  between  heat  and  cold,  in  the  spring  of  the 
year,  which  is  very  fatal  to  fruits.  From  the  year  [741  to  1769, 
an  interval  of  twenty-eight  years,  there  was  no  instance  of  fruit 
killed  by  the  frost  in  the  neighborhood  of  Moniicello.  An  intense 
cold,  produced  by  constant  snows,  kept  the  buds  locked  up  till  the 
8UD  could  obtain,  in  the  spring  of  the  year,  so  fixed  an  ascend- 
ancy as  to  difi-solve  those  snows,  and  protect  the  buds,  during 
iheir  development,  from  every  danger  of  returning  cold.  The 
accumulated  snows  of  the  winter  remaining  to  be  dissolved  all 
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logether  in  the  spring,  produced  those  overflowings  of  our  riven, 
50  frequent  then,  and  so  rare  now. 

Having  had  occasion  to  mention  the  particular  situation  of 
Monticcllo  for  other  purposes,  I  will  just  take  notice  that  its  ele- 
vation affords  an  opportunity  of  seeing  a  phsenomenon  which  is 
rare  at  land,  though  frequent  at  sea.  The  seamen  caJI  it  looming. 
Philosophy  is  as  yet  in  the  rear  of  the  seamen,  for  so  far  from 
having  accounted  for  it,  she  has  not  given  it  a  name.  Its  prin- 
cipal effect  i)>  to  make  distant  objects  appear  [150]  Urger,  in 
opposition  to  the  general  law  of  vision,  by  which  they  are  dimin- 
ished.' 1  knew  an  instance,  at  Yorktown,  from  whence  the  water 
prospect  castwardly  is  without  termination,  wherein  a  canoe  with 
three  men,  at  a  great  distance  was  taken  for  a  ship  with  its 
three  mastH.  I  ant  little  acquainted  with  the  phenomenon  as  it 
shows  itself  at  sea  ;  but  at  Monticello  it  is  familiar.  There  is  a 
solitary  mountain  about  40  miles  off  in  the  South,  whose  natural 
shape,  as  presented  to  view  there,  is  a  regular  cone ;  but  by  the 
effect  of  looming,  it  sometimes  subsides  almost  totally  in  the  hori< 
zon  ;  sometimes  it  rises  more  acute  and  more  elevated  ;  sometimes 
it  is  hemispherical ;  and  sometimes  its  sides  are  perpendicular,  its 
top  flat,  and  as  broad  as  its  base.  In  short,  it  assumes  al  times 
the  most  whimsical  shapes,  and  alt  these  perhaps  successively  in 
the  same  morning.  The  Blue  ridge  of  mountains  comes  into  view, 
in  the  North  East  at  about  100  miles  distance,  and  approaching 
in  a  direct  line,  passes  by  within  ao  miles,  and  goes  off  to  the 
South-Wcst.  This  phenomenon  begins  to  shew  itself  on  these 
mountains,  at  about  fifty  miles  distance,  and  continues  beyond  that 
as  far  as  [151]  they  are  seen.  I  remark  no  particular  stale,  either 
in  the  weight,  moisture,  or  heat  of  the  atmosphere,  necessary  to 
produce  this.  The  only  constant  circumstances  are  its  appearance 
in  the  morning  only,  and  on  objects  at  lca.st  40  or  50  miles  distant. 
In  this  latter  circumstance,  if  not  in  both,  it  differs  from  the  loom- 
iog  on  the  water.    Refraction  will  not  account  for  the  metamor- 

'  "  Dr.  Shaw  in  hit  phTiical  oboerralion*  OD  Sjtm,  sp^akinc  o(  (be  cftslcrly 
wiiult,  called  Uj  Munen  [.c*»nien,  My»  '  We  ue  likewise  10  ob«ai-«  fuitb«r 
wilb  regard  lo  thoc  Hrun^  ca.«trrly  winils,  that  veoeU,  or  anjp  mlier  ohjccts 
wMcti  tn  Kcn  it  a  distance  appear  la  \x  vatily  BU|[ntfied.  or  loom,  aokonlitifc 
lo  the  marinen  expnwioti.' — Shaw'*  trarrU,  361." — FmIh^  in  tdittan  »/  tSjj. 
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phosis.  That  onljf  changes  the  proportions  of  length  snd  breadth, 
base  and  altitude,  presen-ing  the  general  outlines.  Thus  it  may 
m&ke  a  circle  appear  elliptical,  raise  or  depress  a  cone,  but  by  Done 
of  its  laws,  as  yet  developed,  will  it  make  a  circle  appear  a  square, 
or  a  cone  a  sphere. 

QUERY  VIII. 

The  number  of  its  inhahitanis  f 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  imported  for 

the  establishment  of  our  colony  in  its  infant  state,  and  the  census 

of  inhabitants  at  different  periods,  extracted  from  nur  historians 
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and  public  records,  as  particularly  as  I  have  had  opportunities  and 
leisure  to  cxa-  [153]  mine  them.  Successive  lines  in  the  t^ame  year 
show  successive  periods  of  time  io  that  year.'     1  have  staled  the 

>  la  tb«  edition  of  18S3  »  idded  ot  this  poiol : 
"  1756  173.316  inbAbiuntt. 

1764  350,000 

"74  ioo.ooo 

[Sm  Boaon  Pklriot,  Sept.  t6, 1B09].    Powiuli  ■adunity  quoted  \m  J.  Adaiu 
I7tb  leUct." 
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censas  tn  2  differeot  colamns,  ibe  whole  inhabitants  having  b««ii 
sometimes  aambercd,  and  sornetiines  the  tytkn  only.  This  tenn, 
with  Ds,  tnclad£s  ihe  free  mala  aborc  16  jrean  of  agr,  and  slaves 
above  that  age  of  both  sexes.  A  funher  examinadoo  of  ottr  records 
would  render  this  his-  [153]  tory  of  oar  popaladon  moch  more 
sati.stactor)'  and  perfect,  bjr  funtishiog  a  greater  number  of  inter- 
mediate termi.  Those,  however,  which  arc  here  stated  will  enable 
us  to  calculate,  wiih  a  considerable  degree  of  precisioa,  the  rale 
at  which  we  have  increased.  During  the  infancy  of  the  colony, 
while  nombcrs  were  small,  wars,  importations,  and  other  acciden- 
tal circumstances  render  the  progression  fluctuating  and  irre^tar. 
By  the  year  1654,  however,  it  becomes  tolerably  uniform,  inipor- 
tations  having  in  a  great  measure  ceased  from  the  dissolution  of 
the  company,  and  the  iohabiiaats  become  too  numerous  to  be 
sensibly  affected  by  Indian  wars.  Bcgianiag  at  that  period,  there- 
fore, wc  find  thai  from  thence  to  the  year  1772,  our  tytbes  had 
increased  from  7109  to  15^000.  7*he  whole  term  being  of  tt8 
years,  yields  a  duplication  once  in  every  27}  years.  The  inter- 
mediate enumerations  taken  in  1 700,  1748,  and  1759,  furnish  proofs 
of  the  uniformity  of  this  progression.  Should  this  rate  of  increase 
continue,  we  shall  have  between  six  and  seven  millions  of  inhabi- 
tants witliin  95  years.  If  we  suppose  our  country  to  Ixr  [154] 
bounded,  at  some  future  day,  by  the  meridian  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Great  Kanhaway,  (within  which  it  has  been  before  conjectured,  are 
64,491  square  miles)  there  wilt  then  be  too  inhabitants  for  every 
square  mile,  which  is  nearly  the  state  population  of  the  ftriiish 
islands. 

Here  I  will  beg  leave  to  propose  a  doubt.  The  present  desire 
of  .America  is  to  produce  rapid  population  by  as  great  importa- 
tions of  foreigners  as  possible.  But  ii  this  founded  in  good  policy  ? 
The  advanugc  proposed  is  the  muliipticalion  of  numbers,  Now 
let  us  suppose  (for  example  only)  that,  in  this  state,  we  could 
double  our  numbers  in  one  year  by  the  importation  of  foreigners  ; 
and  this  is  a  greater  accession  than  the  most  sanguine  advoi:ate 
for  immigration  has  a  right  to  ex|>ecl.  Then  I  say,  beginning 
with  a  double  stock,  wc  shall  attain  any  given  degree  of  popula- 
tion only  27  years,  and  3  months  sooner  than  if  we  proceed  on 
our  single  stock.     If  we  propose  four  millions  and  a  half  as  a 
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competent  population  for  this  state,  we  should  be  54^  years 
attaining  it,  could  we  at  once  double  our  numbers;  and  8i{ 
years,  [155I  U  we  rely  on  natural  propagation,  as  may  be  seen  by 
the  following  uUe. 


Ptocacdlnf  on 

Proc««(Ilii|i  oo 

mir  ptoccit  •(ock. 

ft  doubk  tiock. 

17SI 

567.614 

t,i35.aa8 

iSoH 

i,I3S>mB 

3.270.456 

isjsi 

3,370,456 

4.S40,9[S 

1863) 

4,S40.9'a 

In  the  first  column  are  slated  periods  of  27^  yeaers ;  in  the 
second  arc  our  numbers  at  each  period,  z%  they  will  be  if  wc  pro- 
ceed on  our  actual  stock  ;  and  in  the  ihird  are  what  they  would 
be,  at  the  same  periods,  were  we  to  set  out  from  the  double  of 
our  present  stock.  1  have  taken  ihe  tenn  of  four  million  and  a 
half  of  inhabitants  for  example's  sake  only.  Yet  I  am  persuaded 
it  is  a  greater  number  than  the  country  spoken  of,  considering 
how  mucli  inarable  land  it  contains,  can  clothe  and  feed  without 
a  material  change  in  the  quality  or  their  diet.  But  arc  there  no 
incoDveoicnces  to  be  thrown  into  the  scale  against  the  advantage 
expected  from  a  multiplication  of  numbers  by  (he  imjiortation  of 
foreigners  ?  [156J  ll  i*  for  the  happiness  of  those  united  in 
society  to  harmonize  as  much  as  possible  in  matters  which  they 
must  of  necessity  transact  together.  Civil  government  being  the 
sole  object  of  forming  societies,  its  administration  must  be  con- 
ducted by  common  consent.  Every  species  of  government  has 
its  specific  principles.  Ours  perhaps  are  more  peculiar  than  those 
of  any  other  in  the  universe.  It  is  a  composition  of  Ihe  freest 
principles  of  the  English  constitution,  with  others  derived  from 
natural  right  and  natural  reason.  To  these  nothing  can  be  more 
Opposed  than  the  maxims  of  absolute  monarchies.  Yet  from  such 
we  arc  to  expect  the  greatest  numl}cr  of  emigrants.  They  will 
bring  with  them  the  principles  of  the  governments  they  leave, 
imbibed  in  their  early  youth  ;  or,  if  able  10  throw  them  off.  it 
will  be  in  exchange  for  an  unbounded  licentiousness,  paa&ing,  as 
is  usual,  from  one  extreme  to  another.  It  would  be  a  miracle 
were  they  to  stop  precisely  at  the  point  of  temperate  liberty. 
These  principles,  with  their  language,  they  will  transmit  to  their 
children.     In  proportion  to  their  numbers,  they  will  share  with  us 
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the  legislation.  They  will  infuse  into  it  [157J  their  spirit,  warp  and 
bias  its  directions,  and  render  it  a  heterogeneous,  incoherent,  dis- 
tracted mass.  I  may  appeal  to  exi>enence,  during  the  present 
contest,  for  a  verification  of  these  conjectures.  But,  if  they  be 
not  certain  in  event,  arc  they  not  possible,  are  they  not  probable  ? 
Is  it  not  safer  to  wait  with  patience  37  years  and  three  months 
longer,  for  the  attainment  of  any  degree  of  population  desired  or 
expected  ?  May  not  our  government  be  more  homogeneous, 
more  peaceable,  more  durable  ?  Suppose  zo  millions  of  republic 
can  Americans  thrown  all  of  a  sudden  into  France,  what  would 
be  the  cooditioQ  of  that  kingdom  ?  If  it  would  be  more  turbulent, 
less  happy,  less  strong,  we  may  believe  that  the  addition  of  hall 
a  million  of  foreigners  to  our  present  numbers  would  produce  a 
similar  effect  here.  If  they  come  of  themselves  they  are  entitled 
to  all  the  rights  of  citizenship  ;  but  I  doubt  the  expediency  of  in- 
viting them  by  extraordinary  encouragements.  I  mean  not  that 
these  doubts  should  be  extended  to  the  importation  of  useful 
artificers.  The  policy  of  that  mea^iire  depends  on  very  diflcrent 
considerations.  Spare  no  expence  in  obtaining  them.  They 
[■58]  will  after  a  while  go  to  the  plough  and  the  hoe  ;  but,  in  the 
mean  time,  they  will  teach  us  something  wc  do  not  know.  It  is 
not  so  in  agriculture.  The  indifferent  slate  of  that  among  us  does 
not  proceed  from  a  want  of  knowledge  merely  ;  it  is  from  our 
hax'ing  such  quantities  of  land  to  waste  as  we  please.  In  Europe 
the  object  is  to  make  the  most  of  their  land,  labor  being  abun- 
dant ;  here  it  is  to  make  the  most  of  our  labor,  land  being 
abundant 

It  will  be  proper  to  explain  how  the  numbers  for  the  year  1782 
have  been  obtained ;  as  it  was  not  from  a  perfect  census  of  the 
inhabitants.  Lt  will  at  (he  same  time  develope  the  proportion 
between  the  free  inhabitants  nnd  slaves.  The  following  return 
of  taxable  articles  for  that  year  was  given  in. 

53.389  free  males  above  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
311,698  slaves  of  all  B^  and  sexes. 

33,766  not  distinguished  in  the  returns,  but  &atd  to  be  lytheable 

slaves. 
"95.439  horses. 
609,734  cattle. 
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5,t26  wheels  of  ridtng-carnages. 
191  taverns.    [159] 

There  were  no  reliirns  from  the  8  counties  of  Lincoln.  Jeffer- 
son, Fayette,  Monongalia,  Yohogania,  Ohio,  Northampton,  and 
York.  To  find  the  number  ol  slaves  which  should  have  been 
relumed  instead  of  the  33.766  titheables,  we  mu&t  meniion  that 
some  obscnations  on  a  former  census  had  given  reason  to  believe 
that  the  numbers  above  and  below  16  years  of  age  were  equal. 
The  double  of  this  number,  therefore,  to  wii,  47.532  must  be 
added  lu  211,698,  which  will  give  us  359,350  slaves  of  all  ages 
and  sexes.  To  find  the  number  of  free  inhabitants  we  must  re- 
peat the  observation  that  those  above  and  below  t6  arc  nearly 
equal.  But  a&  the  number  53.3S9  omits  ibe  males  below  j6  and 
31  we  must  supply  thera  from  conjecture.  On  a  former  experi- 
ment it  had  appeared  that  about  one-third  of  our  mililia,  that  i», 
of  the  males  between  16  and  50,  were  unmarried.  Knowing  how 
early  marriage  takes  place  here,  we  shall  not  be  far  wrong  in  sup- 
posing that  the  unmarried  part  of  our  mililia  are  those  between 
[6  and  31.  If  there  be  young  men  who  do  not  marry  till  after 
31,  there  are  many  who  marry  [160]  before  that  age.  Bui  as 
men  above  50  were  not  included  in  the  militia,  we  will  suppose 
the  unmarried,  or  those  between  16  and  si,  to  be  one*fourih  of 
the  whole  number  above  16,  then  we  have  the  following  cal- 
culation : 

53.-89  free  mates  above  ai  years  of  age. 
17,763  free  males  between  t6  and  31. 
17,052  free  males  under  16. 

143.104  free  males  of  all  ages. 

284,208  free  inhabitants  of  all  ages. 

359,230  slaves  of  all  ages. 

543.43**  inhabiUnls,  exclusive  of  the  8  counties  from  which 
were  no  rcttirn<>.     lu  thc-'«e  eight  counties  in  the  years  1779  and 
17S0,  were  3,161  mililia.     Say  then, 
j,i6i  free  males  above  the  age  of  16,  ■ 
3,161  free  males  under  16. 

^,322  free  females. 

13,644  free  inhabitants  in  these  8  counties.  To  find  the 
number  of  slaves,  say,  as  284,208  to  359,330,  so  is    12,644  to 
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11,533.     Adding  the  third  of  these  numbers  to  the  first,  and  the 
fourlh  10  the  second,  we  have,  [161] 

396,852  free  inhabitants. 

270,762  slaves. 

567,614  inhabitaQts  of  every  age,  sex  and  condition.  But 
396,851,  the  number  of  free  inhabitants,  are  to  270,762,  the  num- 
ber of  slaves,  nearly  as  11  to  to.  Under  the  mild  treatment 
our  slaves  experience,  and  their  trholesome,  though  coarse  food, 
this  blot  in  our  country  increases  as  fast,  or  faster  than  the  whites 
During  the  regal  government  we  had  at  one  time  obtained  a  law 
which  imposed  such  a  duty  on  the  importation  of  slaves  as 
amounted  nearly  to  a  prohibition,  when  one  inconsiderate  assem- 
bly, placed  under  a  peculiarity  of  circumstance,  repealed  the 
law.  This  ret^al  met  a  joyful  sanction  from  the  then  sovereign, 
and  no  devices,  00  expedients,  which  could  ever  be  attempted 
by  subsequent  assemblies,  and  they  seldom  met  without  attempt- 
ing them,  could  succeed  in  getting  the  royal  assent  to  a  renewal  of 
the  duty  In  the  very  first  session  held  under  the  republican 
government,  the  assembly  passed  a  law  for  the  perpetual  prohibi- 
tion of  the  importation  of  slaves.  This  [162]  will  in  some  measure 
stop  the  increase  of  this  great  political  and  moral  evil,  while  the 
minds  of  our  citizens  may  be  ripening  for  a  complete  emancipa- 
tion of  human  nature.' 


QUERY  IX. 
Thi  number  ami  eondiiion  0/  Ihf  mUlia  and  regular  troops,  and 

thfirpay  t 
The  following  is  a  st.'tte  of  the  militia,  taken  from  returns  of 
1780  and  1781,  except  in  those  counties  marked  with  an  asterisk, 
the  returns  from  which  are  somewhat  older     1 162] 

'  "  The  first  scttlnoeat  of  Europcant  id  AncriL-n  wu  by  the  SiMnEanb  is 
St,  I>omtn2D  in  1493.  So  euly  u  ijoi  wc  find  tbcjr  h»d  already  got  into  die 
habit  of  carrying  the  negroes  there  u  lUvei.  and  in  t  J03  ibry  hod  twcoiDe  10 
inconvntcat,  that  Ov&ndo,  the  Governor,  put  a  itop  to  their  impoitalloa. 
Ilcrrcta.  Dec,  I,  b.  i.  ch.  lO  :  B.  4.  ch,  la;  D.  5.  ch.  12  ;  but  m  15It  lhti>/ 
were  agaui  fully  in  l!»c  name  hkliit.  The  king'*  inklradions  at  that  date  wcrs 
"  <Jac  we  buicauc  forma  co<no  %r  llevaum  mucbcM  nc£n>n  Gninn,  portjne  era 
mai  mil  el  trabaio  de  un  nccro,  qa«  de  quair*)  lndl<i». — Hrmra.  Dec.  t,  L,. 
g.  c,  5 :  Dec.  a,  L.,  x,  c.  8.  io,"—fMmou  it  tditim  c/ tSsj. 
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Every  able-bodied  freeman,  between  the  ages  of  i6  and  50,  is 
enrolled  in  the  militia.  'J'hose  of  every  county  arc  formed  into 
companies,  and  these  again  into  one  or  more  battalions,  accord- 
ing to  the  numbers  in  the  county.  They  are  commanded  by  colo- 
nela,  and  other  subordinate  officer;;,  as  in  the  regular  sen-ice.  lo. 
every  county  is  a  county  lieutenant,  who  commands  the  whole 
militia  of  his  county,  but  ranks  only  as  a  colonel  in  the  field. 
We  have  no  general  officcni  always  existing.  These  are  appointed 
occasionally,  when  an  invasion  or  insurrection  happens,  and  their 
commi-ision  determines  with  the  occasion.  The  governor  is  head 
of  the  military,  as  well  as  civil  power.  The  law  requires  every 
militiaman  to  provide  himself  with  the  arms  usual  in  the  regular 
service.    But  this  injunction  was  always  indifferently  complied 
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«rith,  and  the  ann*  thejr  had,  hare  been  so  fr«qoefidT  oBkA  fa> 
to  arm  (he  reguUn,  ihii  in  the  lover  paru  of  the  coanlrr  Ac*  ■ 
entirely  di&armed.     In  the  middle  couotrf  a  fonrth  or  fiM  p***! 
of  ihcm  nuy  hare  such  firelocks  as  they  had  pnmded  »  duuuy' 
tht  noxious  animals  which  infesi  their  farms  ;  and  on  the  (■€]] 
Wcatam  tide  of  the  Blue  ridge  they  arc  genemUy  armed  vitfa  liin. 
The  pay  of  our  militia,  a&  well  i&  of  our  regulars,  is  thai  of  the  Coo- 
tincntal  regular.     The  condition  of  our  regulan,  of  wbo<n  ae 
haVf  ni>ur  t>ul  Continentals,  and  part  of  a  battalion  of  statetiDop^l 
It  III  iiottftiAntly  on  the  change,  that  a  state  of  it  at  this  day  woald] 
ititl  W  III  Mate  a  month  hence.     It  is  much  the  same  same  witk' 
lhi>  iitiiililion  of  the    other   Concinetitat   troops,  which  is  wdlj 
»noMMh  kmtwn. 

QUERY  X. 

7^  marint  f 


DvfMt  |lt#  MtMM  IsTadon  of  this  state  by  the  British  under 
tHv  i-^WiMhU  rtf  llfneral  Phillips,  we  had  three  vessels  of  i6 
j^^i,  1'.-  tmall  gallies.  and  two  or  three  armed  boats. 

^  ,,  ,   to  illy  manned  as  seldom  to  be  in  a  con- 

vttUv«n  \v\  wuM^-      S*"***  **^f  perfect  possession  of  our  rivert 
j„   ,  ,    ,  ..V  Ihv  «»««*,  I  twiicve  we  arc  left  n-ith  a  single  armed; 

QUIvRY  XL 

.4  Ad*  •V'JM*  V  ^  /«Amu  tstMitktd  im  that  StaU  t 

\VH«u  »h9  tll*»  #tlMw»l  irtt*«M«t  d  our  colony  was  made, 

whivh  •*»  i*>  **^T.  **»«  *;<iunlry  Iftw  the  sea-coasi  to  the  rooun- 

Ui\\%,  *i«l  liwH  *hf   l'«u>»u\*t   to  the  loost  southern  waters  of 

{«ntM  ihwt.  **"  i>cv«p*e\l  t'V  upwards  of  forty  difTerent  tribes  of 
«dUn*  Of  tU*«  the  /'^'aftLMUx.  the  MamMAMAiit,  and  Mo/m- 
fWN,  wvrv  Ihv  most  |MweHul  Th«vM  between  the  sea-coast  and 
ftllt  «•(  the  livers,  were  \\\  luiiiy  «iih  one  another,  and  attached 
to  th»  ^ViMflltMU  as  then  link  ol  untoo.  Those  between  the  falls 
itf  the  riven  and  the  mountains,  were  divided  into  two  confeder^ 

>  \tnm  Ihb  muui  li  u  «pp«rMil  that  JiflwraM  atnt  lwv«  {vrpArrd  xomc  of  hlSj 
MMKonads  wkiU  h«  ww  ilUl  lOTwnur  of  ViqthU.  u  bafw*  th«  urml  of 
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«ci« ;  the  tribes  inhabiting  the  head  waters  of  Patowmac  and 
RappahaDnoc,  being  attached  to  the  Manaahoaci  ;  and  those  od 
the  upper  parts  of  James  river  to  the  Monaeans.  But  the  Mona- 
rtf<M  and  their  friends  were  in  amity  with  the  Mannahaacs  ^XiA 
their  friends,  and  waged  joint  and  perpetual  war  against  [167] 
the  Pawkalans.  We  are  toM  thai  the  FowhalanSj  Mannahoacs, 
and  Monaeans,  spoke  languages  so  radically  different,  that  inter- 
preters were  necessary  when  they  transacted  business.  Hence 
we  may  conjecture,  that  this  was  not  the  case  between  all  the 
tribes,  and,  probably,  that  each  spoke  the  language  of  the  nation 
to  which  it  was  attached  ;  which  we  know  to  have  been  the  case 
in  many  particular  instances.  Very  possibly  there  may  have  been 
anciently  three  diff'creni  stocks,  each  of  which  multiplying  in  a 
long  course  of  time,  had  separated  into  so  many  little  societies,' 
the  principles  of  their  governmcoc  being  so  weak  as  to  give  this 
liberty  to  all  its  members. 

The  territories  of  the  Powhatan  confederacy,  south  of  the  Pa- 
towmac, comprehended  about  8000  square  miles,  30  tribes,  and 
3400  warriors.  Captain  Smith  tells  iis,  that  within  6a  miles  of 
James  town  were  5000  people,  of  whom  1500  were  warrior*. 
From  this  we  find  the  proportion  of  their  warriors  to  their  whole 
inhabitants,  was  as  3  to  to.  The  Powhatan  confederacy,  then, 
would  consist  of  about  Sooo  inhabitants,  which  was  one  for  every 
square  [t6S]  mile ;  being  about  the  twcatieth  part  of  our  prnenl 

■  In  the  cdhioa  of  17B7  snd  cabMqnciit  ones  tfa«  wonb  fallowing  "  10  many 

Utile  Mcleiirs  "  vn  omitted,  and  a  parafraph  inserted  mi  follows : 

"  ThU  ftnciice  reralts  from  the  cuainuiani.'cuf  ibeirhiirin)>  never sobmilicd 
lhcinvrlTc<i  to  nnv  l&vrs,  nny  coercive  power,  inr  shidow  of  ^vfvnmcnt.  Their 
only  cunlrciU  aic  their  manncn,  sim)  Uiat  man)  tenir  of  righl  and  wrong, 
which,  like  the  acnie  of  tuting  mod  feeling  in  every  man,  nukes  a  part  of  hW 
tiatare.  Ad  offence  againtt  tbeae  it  pnoished  by  ronlrmpt,  by  eiclotion  (nxn 
•ectety,  or,  wtMre  the  caM  is  >eriou»,  u  that  of  murder.  I>y  the  individuaH 
wbon  il  conoemi.  Imperfect  as  thii  upede*  of  coercion  may  tvcni.  crimes  arc 
Tsry  Twc  •moBg  them,  inKimuch  that  wrre  it  made  a  qantion.  wbrtbci  no 
law,  u  anong  tbi  tutvage  .\inertaiis.  or  t>»  much  law,  as  amonf  tbe  dvitlicd 
EoropeaiM,  mbniti  man  tn  the  grealen  evil,  one  who  b«s  kcd  both  oonditiou 
«A  cidstenc«  would  pronoanct  it  to  b«  the  last :  aad  that  the  ihecp  are  happier 
of  (bemhclvn,  than  under  csie  of  the  -wolves.  [I  will  tc  uid,  llial  great 
wciatin  cannot  exiu  nilboat  goTemmvnL  The  «avage«,  ibercfore,  brMik 
tbtoi  mto  imall  onca," 
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population  in  the  same  territory,  and  the  hundredth  of  that  of 
the  British  islands. 

Besides  these  were  the  Nhttomt^s,  living  on  Nottoway  river,  the 

MeMrritu  and  Titteloes  on  Mehcrrin  river,  who  were  connected 

[with  the  Tndians  of  Carolina,  probably   with   the  Chbwanocs. 

The  preceding  table  contains  a  state  of  these  several  tribes, 
according  to  their  confederacies  and  geographical  situations,  with 
their  numbers  when  we  first  bccdine  acquainted  with  them,  where 
these  numbers  arc  known.  The  numbers  of  some  of  them  are 
again  stated  as  tbey  were  in  the  year  1669,  when  an  attempt  was 
made  by  the  assembly  lo  enumerate  them.  Probably  the  enumera- 
tion is  imperfect,  and  in  some  measure  conjectural,  and  that  a  far- 
ther search  into  the  records  would  funush  many  more  particulars. 
What  would  be  the  melancholy  sequel  of  their  history,  may,  how- 
ever, be  argued  from  the  census  of  1669  ;  by  which  we  discover 
that  the  tribes  therein  enumerated  were,  in  the  space  of  62  years, 
reduced  to  about  one-third  of  their  former  numbers.  Spirituous 
tiquors,  the  small-pox,  war,  and  an  abridgement  of  territory  to  a 
people  who  Lived  principally  on  the  spontaneous  productions  of 
.nature,  had  committed  terrible  havoc  among  them,  which  genera- 
>  lion,  under  the  obstacles  opposed  to  it  among  them,  was  not  likely 
I  to  make  good.  That  the  lands  of  this  country  were  taken  from 
I  them  by  conquest,  is  not  so  general  a  truth  as  is  supposed.  I  [170J 
6nd  in  our  historians  and  records,  repeated  proofs  of  purchase, 
which  co%'er  a  considerable  part  of  the  lower  counir)'  ;  and  many 
more  would  doubtless  be  found  on  further  search.  The  upper 
country,  we  know,  has  been  acquired  altogether  by  purchases 
made  in  the  most  unexceptionable  form. 

Westward  of  all  these  tribes,  beyond  the  mountains,  and  ex- 
tending to  the  great  takes,  were  the  Massau^mfcs,  a  most  power- 
ful confederacy,  who  harrassed  uoremittiogly  the  Potehatdns  and 
Manahoits.  These  were  probably  the  ancestors  of  tribes  known 
at  present  by  the  name  of  the  Six  JVafions, 

Very  little  can  now  be  discovered  of  the  subsequent  history  of 
these  tribes  severally.  The  Ckukafi^mi'mes  removed  about  the 
year  1661,  to  Mattapony  river.  Their  chief,  with  one  from  each 
of  the  Pamhnkics  and  MMtaiionics,  attended  the  treaty  of  Albany 
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in  1685.  This  seems  to  have  been  the  last  chapter  ia  their  history. 
They  retained,  however,  their  sepaiate  name  so  late  as  1705,  and 
were  at  length  blended  with  the  Famfinkies  and  M^ttapontes,  and 
exist  at  present  only  under  their  names.  There  remain  of  the 
A(iutaf>om€S  three  or  four  men  only,  and  ihey  [1 71]  have  more  negro 
than  Indian  blood  in  them.  They  have  lost  their  language,  have 
reduced  themselves,  by  voluntary  sales,  to  about  fifty  acres  of 
land,  which  lie  on  the  river  of  their  own  name,  and  have  from 
time  to  time,  been  joinio);  the  Tam^nkies.  from  whom  they  are 
distant  but  lo  miles.  The  Pamunkies  arc  reduced  to  about  10  or 
I  a  men,  tolerably  pure  from  mixture  with  other  colors.  The  older 
ones  among  them  preserve  their  language  in  a  small  degree,  which 
are  the  last  vestiges  on  earth,  as  far  as  we  know,  of  the  Powhatan 
language.  They  have  about  300  acres  of  very  fertile  land,  on 
Pamunkey  river,  so  encompassed  by  water  that  a  gate  shuts  in  the 
whole.  Of  the  jV^p/Mt^j,  not  a  male  is  left.  A  few  women  con- 
stitute the  remains  of  that  tribe.  They  are  seated  on  the  Notto- 
way river,  in  Southampton  country,  on  very  fertile  lands.  At  a 
very  early  period,  certain  lands  were  marked  out  and  appropriated 
to  these  tribes,  and  were  kept  from  encroachment  by  the  authority 
of  the  laws.  They  have  usually  had  trustees  appoinicd,  whose 
duty  was  to  watch  over  their  interests,  and  guard  them  from  insult 
and  injury.  [172] 

The  Mhnatam  and  their  friends,  better  known  latterly  by  the 
name  of  Tusearbras,  were  probably  connected  wi(h  the  Massaw^m- 
CCS,  or  Five  nations.  For  though  we  are '  lold  their  languages  were 
80  diliferent  that  the  intervention  of  interpreters  was  necessary 
between  them,  yet  do  we  also'  Icam  that  the  Erigas,  a  nation 
formerly  inhabiting  on  the  Ohio,  were  of  the  same  original  slock 
with  the  Five  Nations,  and  that  they  partook  also  of  the  Tusc«- 
rt)ra  language.  Their  dialects  might,  by  long  separation,  have 
become  so  unlike  as  to  be  unintelligible  to  one  another.  We 
know  that  tn  1712,  the  Five  nations  received  the  Tuscardras  into 
their  confederacy,  and  made  them  the  Sixth  nation.  They  re- 
ceived the  Mchdrrins  and  Tiitcloes  also  into  their  protection  : 
and  it  is  most  probable,  that  the  remains  of  many  other  of  the 
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tribes,  of  whom  we  find  no  particular  account,  retired  westwardly 
in  like  manner,  and  were  tncorporaled  with  one  or  the  other  of 
the  western  tribes.     '  [173] 

I  know  of  no  such  thing  existing  as  an  Indian  monument  ;  for 
1  would  not  honor  with  that  name  arrow  points,  stone  hatchets, 
slone  pipes,  and  half  «hapen  images.  Of  labor  on  the  large  scale, 
I  think  there  is  no  remain  as  respectable  as  would  be  a  common 
ditch  for  the  draining  of  lands  ;  unless  indeed  it  would  be  the 
Barrows,  of  which  many  are  to  be  found  all  over  this  country. 


'  **  As  far  u  I  have  been  able  to  Icum,  the  conntry  from  the  tei-coasi  to  ihe 
Allcf  hanjr,  aiid  from  lh«  moKl  (ouihem  vrUcn  of  Jamc*  Kiv«r,  now  in  the  Stale 
of  .Maryland,  wks  occupied  bjr  three  differcnl  nitioru  of  Indians,  each  of  which 
tpok«  a  diSercnl  Unguage,  and  were  under  >ep&rUe  and  dutinci  {tov«Ti)s>eati. 
What  the  original  or  real  aames  of  tboM  nations  were,  I  have  not  been  able  to 
learn  with  certaitiljr ;  but  by  us  they  arc  distinguished  by  the  names  of  Pow- 
baians,  Mannahoacs.  now  commonly  called  Tutcarorai.  The  Howhatani,  who 
OGcnpied  the  country  from  the  sea  shore  up  to  the  (allK  of  the  rivers,  were  a 
powerful  nation,  and  seem  to  have  consisted  ol  seven  trilie*.  five  or  tlic  western 
and  two  on  the  eastern  ihore.  Each  of  these  tribes  wm  xntidivtdcd  into  towna, 
fumilic*.  or  clans,  who  lircd  together.  All  ihe  natiotm  o(  Initians  in  North 
America  111  ed  111  the  buater  uate,  and  depended  (or  subsistence  on  hunting, 
fishing,  aod  ibe  tpoaianeou  (ruiu  of  the  earth,  and  a  kind  of  grain  which  wu 
planted  and  gathered  by  the  women,  and  it  now  known  by  the  name  of  Indian 
com.  Long  potatoes,  pumpkins  o(  various  kinds,  and  squashes,  were  alM  found 
in  tiM  among  them.  Tliey  had  no  flocks,  herd.i.  or  tamed  animaU  of  any  kind. 
Tbdr  government  it  a  kind  of  paniarchal  confederacy.  Ever)  town  or  family 
hat  a  chief,  who  is  distingotsbed  by  a  particular  title,  and  whom  we  conunooly 
call  *  Sachem.*  The  severs!  town*  01  familin  thjtl  cnmpose  a  tribe,  hate  a  chief 
who  presidn  over  it,  and  the  several  tribes  com|>ouiiE  a  nation  have  a  chief  who 
pruides  over  the  whole  nation.  These  ehie(»  are  generally  men  advanced  in 
yean,  anddiRtingubbedby  their  prudence  and  abilities  in  conodl.  The  matters 
which  merely  regard  a  town  m  family  are  settled  by  the  chief  and  principal  men 
of  the  town ;  thooc  which  regard  a  tribe,  snch  as  the  appointraent  of  head  war* 
riora  or  oaptatn*.  and  settling  difiercnce*  between  diUcrent  town*  and  families, 
arc  regulated  at  a  meeting  or  coancil  of  the  chiefs  from  (he  several  town* ;  and 
thoae  which  regard  the  whole  nation,  sudiu  the  making  war,  cooclnding  peace, 
or  fwmbg  alliances  with  tbe  nughlKriiig  notions,  arc  detibented  «t  and 
dctimiiwd  in  a  natioDal  conncil  curopoaed  of  the  chiefs  of  ihe  tribe,  attended 
by  the  bead  wairfors  and  a  number  of  the  chiefa  from  the  towns,  who  are  bis 
COUatfllofv  In  every  town  there  is  a  council  houK,  where  the  chief  and  old 
■Ma  of  the  town  aMemble,  when  occasion  re<]iiire»,  and  consult  what  is  propes 
to  be  dooe.     Every  tribe  has  ■  fixed  place  for  ibt  chiefs  of  tbe  towns  to  mvet 
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These  are  of  different  sizes,  some  of  them  constructed  of  earth, 
and  some  of  loose  stones.  That  they  were  repositories  of  the 
dead,  has  been  obvious  to  all  ;  but  on  what  particular  occasion 
constructed,  was  a  matter  of  doubt.  Some  have  thought  tbey 
covered  the  bones  of  those  who  have  fallen  in  battles  fought  on 
the  spot  of  interment.  Some  ascnbcd  them  to  the  custom,  said  to 
prevail  among  the  Indiana,  of  collecting,  at  certain  periods,  the 
bones  of  all  their  dead,  whcre&oever  deposited  at  the  time  of 
death.     Others  again  supposed  them  the  general  sepulchres  for 

and  coBiiiU  on  the  botincfs  o(  the  tribe ;  and  in  evvrjr  luiloit  ibere  u  what  ibey 
call  tbe  crninil  council  bouse,  ot  cmtixl  council  fire,  where  lh«  chief*  of  the 
Mvenl  tril>e«,  with  the  jmiKipAl  wairion.  cotwene  to  cmuuIi  and  ilclenutnc  on 
tbeir  nalioDol  affair*.  When  any  matter  it  profKOcd  in  (he  national  council,  it 
U  ct»nnion  for  the  cbief  5  of  the  tevcra)  tribes  to  cotuult  thereon  apart  with  their 
coanwllon,  and  when  they  have  agreed,  lo  deliver  the  opinion  of  the  uibc  at 
the  aational  council :  and.  35  their  government  seenva  to  rctt  wbolty  on  per- 
maston.  ihejr  endeavor,  bj  mutual  conccs&iotu,  to  obtain  unanimitjr.  Such  is 
the  govemmeni  that  »till  snbsikti  among  tbe  Indian  nations  bordering  upon  the 
United  Stala.  .S<Mnc  hittorian*  necni  to  think,  that  the  digniljr  of  office  of 
Sachem  wac  bercdiiary.  But  that  opinion  does  not  appear  to  be  well  founded. 
The  Mchan  *x  chief  ot  tbe  tribe  kciMiu  to  be  by  election.  And  torneiimcs 
pcTBons  who  are  strangRK,  and  adopted  into  the  tribe,  are  promoted  to  this 
iligniiy,  on  account  of  their  abilities.  Thus  on  the  arrivsi  of  Captain  Smith, 
■be  first  founder  of  the  coloray  of  N'lrginia.  OpccliaBcanoagb,  wbo  was  Sachem 
ot  chief  of  the  Chickahoroinic*,  one  of  the  lril>cs  of  tbe  Powhatans,  ia  said  10 
have  been  of  another  tribe,  and  c«cn  of  another  nation,  no  that  no  certain 
account  could  be  obtained  of  his  origin  or  deacent.  Tbe  chief*  of  the  nation 
wein  to  have  been  by  a  rotation  among  the  tritws.  Thus  when  Captain  Smith, 
in  the  year  1609,  questioned  Powhat«n  (who  wan  tbe  ditef  of  the  nation,  and 
whose  proper  name  it  taid  to  hare  been  Wahuiuoaacock)  rapccting  the  luccet- 
oon,  the  old  chief  informed  him,  '  that  he  was  very  old.  and  had  seen  the  death 
tif  ail  hit  people  thrice"  -,  that  not  one  of  tboe  geneialiann  were  then  living 
ntccpt  himiwlf  ;  thai  he  mutt  aoon  die,  and  the  wccndon  dwcend  in  order  to 
U)  brother  Opichapan,  Opechancanough,  and  Caiaiangh,  and  then  to  hb  two 
'TIm*  l*o»CBC»«ntioe  norc  IhM  ihcpoci  ucnbc*  lo  ib«  lite  of  NcHar: 
Tv  S  4*1  Bm  pJI9  f<n«i  (t«pdn>*  ^^fm9m» 

Zf  UMv  irt*Mtn,  »tr<l  U  ratnraiM*  ifmmn. 


T-va  itnwratioa*  miw  ImiI  pMMd  avay, 
WiM  hy  bla  ralM,  a^d  happy  ky  hit  iway  j 

Tao  ■!((•  o'o  Iiu  lutjvc  rfJm  he  rei(n'd. 
AaA  no*  (b*  «»inpl«  ol  di«  ikM  rtauiMd. 
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towns,  conjectured  to  have  been  on  or  near  these  grounds  ;  and 
this  opinion  was  supported  by  tlie  quaHty  of  ihe  lands  in  which 
ihey  arc  found,  (those  constructed  of  earth  being  generally  in  the 
softest  and  most  fertile  meadow-grounds  on  [174]  river  sides,)  and 
by  a  iraditioD,  said  to  be  handed  down  from  the  aboriginal  Indians, 
that,  when  they  settled  in  a  town,  the  first  person  who  died  wa» 
placed  erect,  and  earth  put  about  him,  so  at  to  cover  and  support 
him  ;  that  when  another  died,  a  narrow  passage  was  dug  to  the 

sittcn.  ftfid  their  Iwo  iliughtrrk.'  But  IbcK  were  ap|wII«lion«  detignatlng  the 
tribe*  in  the  confetietacy.  For  the  pentoni  named  »re  not  hii  rc«I  brothcn, 
hut  the  chiefs  of  diScrent  tribes.  Accnrdingly  in  i6i3,  when  Powhaun  died, 
he  M-u  snccccdcd  \pf  Oplehspati,  and  after  bi»  decc*&c.  Opcchancanough  became 
chief  of  the  nation.  I  need  onljr  mention  anatber  ioUana  to  show  that  the 
chiefs  of  the  tribe&  claimed  this  kindred  with  the  bead  of  the  nation.  In  t632. 
wben  Raleigh  Crashaw  wa>  tvith  Japu-aw,  Ihe  Sachem  or  chief  of  Ibe  Potomac*. 
Opcchancanoagh,  who  had  great  power  and  influence,  being  the  KCond  man  in 
thr  nation,  and  next  in  luccasnon  to  Opichapan,  nnd  who  wan  n  btlter  but 
tecret  encny  to  the  Engliah,  and  wanted  to  encage  hi*  nation  in  a  war  with 
them,  ticnt  Iwo  baskets  of  beads  lo  the  Potomac  chief,  ud  de^red  hhn  to  kill 
the  Engliihnian  that  was  with  him.  Japaiaw  replied.  lha.t  tlic  Engl bh  were 
hill  friends,  and  Opichapan  hit  brot&rr.  and  that  therefore  there  should  be  no 
blood  shed  between  them  by  his  means.  It  b  also  to  be  ob>erved.  Thai  when 
Ihe  Engliah  lint  came  over,  in  all  their  eonfercnco  with  any  of  the  chiefs,  ihey 
con«laotlj  beard  bim  make  mention  oih.\\hrethfr,  with  whom  he  mitat  consult. 
or  lo  wh<>Ri  hf  refrrrol  thero,  meaning  thereby  either  ihe  chief  of  the  nation, 
or  the  tribei  in  confederacy.  Tbc  Manahoacksi  are  >aid  lo  bare  been  a  con. 
federacy  of  tour  tribes,  and  in  alliance  with  the  MuuMau,  tn  the  war  which 
they  were  carrying  on  agaiait  the  Powhata&a. 

"  To  the  northward  of  these  there  was  another  powcrfnt  nation  which  occnpied 
the  country  from  the  head  of  the  Cheupeake  bay  np  to  the  Kitiatinnoy  moDnutn, 
*nd  as  far  eaUward  as  ("onnrcticiit  river,  comprehending  that  part  nf  New  Vork 
which  lies  between  ibe  llighlandt  and  ibe  ocean,  all  Ihe  Slate  of  New  Jersey, 
that  pait  ul  Ptnnsylvanta  which  it  w-aiercd,  below  the  raqgc  of  the  Kiitatinney 
MimDlaim.  by  the  titers  or  sUcamis  falling  into  the  l>clawan:.  and  tb«  toualy 
of  Kewcaole  in  the  Sute  of  Delaware,  aa  far  ai  Duck  creek.  It  is  to  be 
ahacTved,  that  the  nabons  of  Indian*  disiinguidied  their  countries  one  from 
another  by  natural  boundaries,  sudi  as  ranges  of  mountains  or  streams  of  water. 
But  as  the  beads  of  rivers  fre^nently  Interlock,  or  approach  near  to  each  other. 
as  ihoM  who  live  upon  a  stream  claim  the  country  watered  by  it,  they  ollen 
encroAched  on  each  other,  and  this  Is  a  constant  source  of  war  between  lh« 
diflerent  nation*.  The  nation  occupying  t)ic  tract  of  country  last  described, 
called  themselves  Lcnopi.     The  French  writers  call  then  Loupa ;  and  among 
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first,  the  second  reclined  against  him,  and  the  cover  of  earth  re- 
placed, and  so  on.  There  being  one  of  these  in  my  neighborhood, 
I  wished  to  satisfy  myself  whether  any,  and  which  of  these  opinions 
were  just.  For  this  purjiose  I  determined  to  open  and  examine 
it  thoroughly.  It  was  situated  on  the  low  grounds  of  the  Rivanna, 
about  two  miles  above  its  principal  fork,  and  opposite  to  some 
htlb,  on  which  had  been  an  Indian  town.  It  was  of  a  spheroidical 
form,  of  about  40  feet  diameter  at  the  base,  and  had  been  of  about 

■he  Eugtiih  tbc^  are  dow  commonlj-  called  Ddawarc*.  Tbi*  nniion  or  confed- 
eracy  couuttcd  of  five  tribes,  who  all  tpoke  one  Uoguagc,  1.  The  Chihobocki, 
who  dwelt  on  the  wott  side  of  the  ri"rcr  now  called  Delaware,  a  oacne  whkli  it 
look  from  Lord  De  la  War,  who  put  into  it  on  hi»  panage  from  Virglma  in  the 
jrear ,  bat  which  by  ihc  Indisna  wu  called  Chihobocki.  3.  The  Wan- 
ami,  who  inhabit  the  conntt^r  callerl  New  Jcney.  (rotn  the  Rariion  to  the  »ca. 

3.  The  Mnnsey,  who  dwelt  on  the  appcr  streams  ol  tfce  OeUware.  from  the 
Kittatinacy  muunUini  down  lo  the  Lehigli  or  western  hraach  of  the  Delaware. 

4.  The  Wabinga,  who  arc  HHndimrs  called  Rirer  Inilions,  ncnnctinics  Mohick- 
anden,  anil  who  had  their  dwelling  between  the  wnt  branch  tA  Delaware  and 
Hnd»o«'s  river,  from  the  Kittatinney  Ridge  down  to  the  Rariioa ;  and  j.  The 
MahiccOD,  or  ManhatUn.  who  occupied  Stalen  Uland,  Votk  Iiland  (which 
from  iu  beinc  the  principal  scat  of  their  residence  was  formerly  called  Man- 
hattan), l-ong  Ikluvd,  and  that  part  of  New  York  and  Connecticat  which  lie« 
between  Hud«on  and  Connecticut  riTere,  from  the  highlanrl.  whicbisaconlinn* 
ation  of  the  Killalinney  Ridge  down  to  ibc  Sonnd.  This  nation  hjid  a  clnse 
alUoooe  with  tite  Sbawancsc,  who  lived  on  the  Su»qa«hauna  and  Iu  the  westward 
of  that  river,  as  Ear  as  ihe  Alleghany  mountains,  and  carried  on  a  long  war  wtlfa 
another  powerful  nation  gr  confederacy  of  Indians,  which  Ii*ed  to  the  north  ul 
them  between  the  Klitatiotiey  tnonntains  or  highlands,  and  the  Lake  Ontario, 
■adwbo  call  ifacmKclvcii  M ingoea,  and  are  called  by  the  French  wrilcis  InKiaois, 
by  the  English  the  Five  Natioos,  and  by  the  Indians  to  the  southward,  ftilh 
whom  they  were  al  war,  Mauaworaacs.  This  war  was  cariyiif  on  in  its 
grcatot  (ury,  when  Caplain  Smith  tiisl  arrived  in  Vir^nia.  The  Mingo  War- 
rion  bad  peoelrated  down  Ibe  Suiquehannah  to  the  moalh  of  it.  In  one  of  hia 
escorsiuns  up  tbe  bay,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Susquehannah.  in  1608,  Captain 
Smith  mel  with  six  or  seven  ol  tbdr  canoes  full  of  warriors,  who  w«re  coming 
lo  attack  their  enemies  in  the  rear.  Tn  an  cacurslon  which  be  had  made  a  few 
WMks  before,  up  the  Rappahannock,  and  in  which  he  bad  a  skirmish  with  a 
party  of  the  Manaboacs,  and  taken  a  brother  of  one  of  their  chiefs  prisoner,  he 
first  heard  of  this  nation.  For  when  be  a^ked  Ihe  prisotief  wby  bis  nation 
attacked  the  English  ?  tbe  prisoner  nid,  becauiM  hi*  nation  had  beard  that  the 
English  came  Iron  under  the  world  to  lake  their  world  from  them.  Being 
•aked.  how  many  worlds  he  knew  ?  be  vaid.  be  knew  but  one.  which  was  ttnder 
tbe  tkjr  that  covered  him,  and  which  conxialed  of  Powhatans,  ihc  Maoakini. 
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twelve  feet  ultitude,  though  now  reduced  by  the  plough  to  seven 
and  a  half,  having  been  under  cultivation  about  a  dozen  years. 
Before  this  it  was  covered  with  trees  of  twelve  inthcs  diameter, 
and  round  the  ba$e  wu  an  excavation  of  five  feet  depth  and  width, 
from  whence  the  earth  had  been  taken  of  which  the  hillock  [175] 
was  formed.  I  first  dug  superficially  in  several  parts  of  it,  and 
came  10  cotleclions  of  human  bones,  at  different  dq>lhs,  from  six 


tnd  tbc  Massawomtcm.  Being  (fttnliancd  eooceming  the  bUlcr,  be  uid,  they 
dwelt  oa  a  greal  water  to  (be  North,  (hat  tliey  had  many  booiti,  and  *u  ciany 
men.  tbat  they  wi^cd  war  with  alJ  the  test  o(  the  world.  The  Mingo  confcd- 
ffincy  then  coiuUtcd  of  five  tribes  ;  ihnic  who  arc  the  elder,  to  wU,  the  Scnecaa, 
who  live  to  th«  West,  the  Mohawkx  10  the  East,  and  the  Onoadagas  between 
ihem :  and  two  who  are  called  (be  younger  tribes,  namely,  the  Cayagat  and 
Oncidas.  Alt  these  tribes  speak  one  laiigua£e,  and  were  (hen  united  in  a  close 
coofetleracy,  and  occupied  ihe  tract  of  country  (roin  the  eaU  end  of  Lake  Eric 
lo  Lake  Champlain,  and  Uata  ibe  Kittatinney  and  Highlands  to  the  l^ke 
Onlario  and  the  river  Cadaraqui,  or  Si.  Lawrence.  They  had  tome  time 
before  (hat,  carried  on  a  war  with  a  nation,  who  lived  beyond  the  lakes  and 
were  called  Adiroodacka.  In  this  war  they  were  worslcd  ;  but  having  made  a 
peace  with  then,  through  the  inicrcessMn  of  the  French  who  were  (hen 
set  (ling  Canada,  1  hey  turned  their  anru  against  the  L<no|M  ;  and  as  this  warwaa 
long  and  doubtful,  they,  in  tbc  course  of  it,  not  only  esertcd  their  whole  force, 
but  put  tu  practice  every  measure  which  prudence  or  policy  could  devise 
to  ttring  it  to  a  »uccesdu]  issue.  For  this  purpose  they  bent  their  court*  down 
Ihe  Susquehaanab.  and  warring  with  the  Indians  in  their  way,  and  having 
penetnied  as  far  as  the  moutli  of  ii,  they,  by  the  terror  of  their  anna,  engaged 
■  Mlioo,  now  kaown  by  the  name  of  Nauiicockc,  Conoyt,  and  Tuietoea.  and 
wboUvad  between  ChcMpeakc  and  Delaware  bays,  and  bordering  on  tbc  tribe 
of  Chihohocki,  lo  enter  into  an  alliance  with  them.  They  also  formed  an 
alliance  with  the  Monicans,  and  stimulated  (hem  to  a  war  with  (he  Lenopi  and 
their  coafederates.  A(  (be  same  time  the  Mohawks  carried  on  a  furious  war 
down  the  Hudson  against  the  Mofaiccuns  and  Rivet  iDdians,  and  compelled 
them  (o  parchaaea  temporary  and  ptecarious  peace,  by  acknowledging  them 
to  be  ihdr  tuperion,  and  paying  an  annual  tribute.  The  Lenopi  bong 
turronulcd  with  enemies,  aiwl  hard  pressed,  and  having  loct  many  of  their 
warrion,  were  at  last  compelled  to  sue  for  peace,  which  was  granted  to  them  on 
the  condition  llial  they  should  put  themielrei  under  the  protection  of  (he 
Mingoes,  confine  thcntwlvcs  lo  raising  com,  hunting  for  the  cuhustcnoe  of  their 
(amiliM,  and  no  longer  have  the  power  of  makiitg  war.  This  it  what  ths 
Iniiiani  call  making  them  women.  And  in  this  condition  the  Lenopi  were 
when  William  Pcnn  tint  arrived  and  began  Ihe  tettlemenl  of  PesasylTaoia  ia 
t6Ba."— CJt>fnk/  Thamtm  in  Apfmdx*. 
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iQchea  10  three  feet  below  the  surface.  These  were  Ijring  in 
the  utmost  confusion,  some  vertical,  «onie  obIi<:|ue,  tiomc  hori* 
lontal,  and  directed  to  every  point  of  the  compass,  entangled  and 
held  together  in  clusters  by  the  eanh.  Bones  of  the  most  distant 
pans  were  found  together,  as,  for  instance,  the  small  bones  of  the 
foot  in  the  hollow  of  a  scull ;  many  sculls  would  sometimes  be  in 
contact,  lying  on  the  face,  on  the  side,  on  the  back,  top  or  bottom. 
so  as.  on  the  whole,  to  give  the  idea  of  bunes  emptied  piomii^cu- 
ously  from  a  bag  or  a  basket,  and  covered  over  with  earth,  without 
any  attention  to  their  order.  The  bones  of  which  the  greatest 
numbers  remained,  were  sculls,  jaw  bones,  teeth,  the  bones  of  the 
arms,  thighs,  legs,  feci  and  hands.  A  few  ribs  remained,  some 
venebrEC  of  the  neck  and  spine,  without  their  processes,  and  one 
instance  only  of  the  '  bone  which  ser^'es  [176)  as  .1  base  to  the 
vertebral  column.  The  sculls  were  u>  tender,  that  tliey  generally 
fell  to  pieces  on  being  touched.  The  othet  bones  were  stronger. 
There  were  some  teeth  which  were  judged  to  be  smaller  than  those 
of  an  adult  ;  a  scull,  which  on  a  slight  view,  appeared  to  be  that 
of  an  infant,  but  it  fell  to  pieces  on  being  taken  out,  ro  as  to  prc< 
Tent  satisfactory  examination  ;  a  rib,  and  a  fragment  of  the  under 
jaw  of  a  person  about  half  grown  ;  another  rib  of  an  infant  ;  and 
a  part  of  the  jaw  of  a  child,  which  had  not  cut  its  teeth.  This  last 
furnishing  the  mo»  decisive  proof  of  the  burial  of  children  here, 
I  was  particular  in  my  attention  to  it.  It  was  port  of  the  right  half 
of  the  under  jaw.  The  processes,  by  which  it  was  articulated  to 
the  temporal  bones,  were  entire,  and  the  bone  iuelf  firm  to  where 
it  had  been  broken  off,  which,  as  nearly  as  I  could  judge,  was 
about  the  place  of  the  eye  tooth.  Its  upper  edge,  wherein  would 
have  been  the  sockets  of  the  teeth,  was  perfectly  smooth.  Meas- 
uring it  with  that  of  an  adult,  by  placing  their  hinder  processes 
together,  its  broken  end  extended  to  the  penultimate  grinder  of 
the  adult.  This  bone  was  white,  all  the  others  [177J  of  a  sand 
color.  The  bones  of  infants  being  soft,  they  probably  decay 
sooner,  which  might  be  the  cause  so  few  were  found  here.  1  pro- 
ceeded  then  to  m.-ike  a  ptrrpendicular  cut  through  the  body  of  the 
barrow,  that  I  might  examine  its  internal  structure.  This  passed 
about  three  feet  from  its  centre,  was  opened  to  the  former  surface 
'  Th*  o»  Mcmn.— 7*.  J. 
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of  the  earth,  and  was  vide  enough  for  a  man  to  valk  through  and 
examine  ils  sides.  At  the  bottom,  that  is.  on  the  level  of  the  cir- 
cumjacent plain,  I  found  bones;  above  these  a  few  stones, brought 
from  a  cliff  a  quarter  of  a  mile  off,  and  from  the  river  one  eighth 
of  a  mile  off  ;  then  a  large  interval  of  earth,  then  a  stratum  of 
booeit,  and  so  on.  At  one  end  of  the  section  were  four  strata  of 
bones  plainly  distinguishable  ;  at  the  other,  three ;  the  strata  in 
one  part  not  ranging  with  those  in  another.  The  bones  nearest 
the  surface  were  kasl  decayed.  No  holes  were  discovered  in  any 
of  them,  as  if  made  with  bullets,  arrows,  or  oiherweapons.  I  con- 
jectiir<!d  that  in  thii^  barrow  mi];ht  have  been  a  thousand  skeletons. 
Ever^-  one  will  readily  seize  the  circumstances  above  related, 
which  militate  against  the  opinion,  that  it  covered  the  bones  [1  ;8] 
only  of  persons  fallen  in  battle :  and  against  tlie  tradition  aUo, 
which  would  make  it  the  common  sepulchre  of  a  town,  in  which 
the  bodies  were  placed  upright,  and  touching  each  other.  Ap- 
pearances certainly  indicate  that  it  has  derived  both  origin  and 
growth  from  the  accustomary  collection  of  bones,  and  deposition 
of  them  together  ;  that  the  first  collection  had  been  deposited  on 
the  common  surface  of  the  earth,  a  few  stones  put  over  it,  and 
then  a  covering  of  earth,  that  the  second  had  been  laid  on  this, 
had  covered  more  or  less  of  it  in  proponion  to  the  number  of 
bones,  and  was  then  also  covered  with  earth  ;  and  so  on.  The 
following  are  the  particular  circumstances  which  give  it  this 
aspect.  I.  The  number  of  bones.  2.  Their  confused  position. 
3.  Their  being  in  different  strata.  4.  The  strata  in  one  part  hav- 
ing no  correspondence  with  those  in  another.  5.  The  different 
states  of  decay  in  these  strata,  which  seem  to  indicate  a  difference 
in  the  time  of  inhumation.  6.  The  existence  of  infant  bones 
among  them.* 

*  In  the  editioii  of  1853  a  footootc  is  added  »s  follows : 

"  Tb«  castonu  of  buniiix  Uw  dead  in  liurrom-i  yiv*  anoently  very  prevalral. 
Uonm  deuribei  the  cctnnanjr  of  raininn;  one  bjr  the  OreclLS. 

aft^  auTot€t  d'  iitttra  fiifov  xai  (ifirfiora  rvftflof 
Xtxiafitr  'ApytiT.  f  Updt  Orparoi  aixf'*}Taaaw 
anni  in  tTfjfot'tfi?,  iwi  wXtmiJ' I'XXitCirorrio 

rtlt,  gtvvr  ytyiiadi,  sai  o! utroni^tv  ttSorrai. 
"Asd  Herodotvi  VII.,  117,  mentions  ah  iniianccof  the  unu  pnctk*  in  the 
my  of  XcrxM  on  the  duth  of  Anich»ai." 
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But  on  whatever  occasion  they  may  have  been  made,  they  are 
of  considerable  notoriety  among  the  Indians ;  for  a  party  passing, 
about  []  79]  thirty  years  ago,  through  the  part  of  the  country  where 
this  barrow  is,  went  through  the  woods  directly  to  il,  without  any 
instructions  or  inquiry,  and  having  staid  about  it  for  some  time, 
with  expressions  which  were  construed  to  be  those  of  sorrow,  they 
returned  to  the  high  road,  which  they  had  left  about  half  a  dozen 
miles  to  pay  this  visit,  and  pursued  their  journey.  There  is  an- 
other barrow  much  resembling  this,  in  the  low  grounds  of  the 
South  branch  of  Shenandoah,  where  it  is  crossed  by  the  road 
leading  from  the  Rock-fish  gap  to  Staunton.  Both  of  these  have, 
vithin  these  dozen  year:;,  been  cleared  of  their  trees  and  put  under 
cultivation,  are  much  retluced  in  their  height,  and  spread  in  width, 
by  the  plough,  and  will  probably  disappear  in  time.  There  is  an- 
other on  a  hill  in  the  Blue  ridge  of  mountains,  a  few  miles  North 
of  Wood's  gap,  which  is  made  up  of  unall  stones  throwo  together. 
Thi«  has  been  opened  and  found  to  contain  human  bones,  as  the 
others  do.  There  are  also  many  others  in  other  parts  of  the 
country.' 

Great  question  has  arisen  from  whence  came  those  aboriginals  of 
Arae-[iSolrica?'     Discoveries,  long  ago  made,  were  sufHcieni  to 

'  "  Fnm  th«  figurative  langnag*  of  the  lodfauts,  u  well  as  (rout  the  pnctice 
of  [1k»«  we  Kie  slill  stcqnai nicd  with,  ii  is  evident  ibat  ll  wis  tnd  aUU  contiiiiMi 
to  be.  X  cORiUuit  cuvtum  uiiiODg  the  Indiaiu  10  gsther  op  the  boon  of  the  dead, 
and  dcpoat  then  in  a  particular  place.  Tlius,  when  they  make  peace  with  any 
naiioD  wilk  whom  they  have  bean  at  war,  after  burying  the  halchei,  they  lake 
ap  the  belt  ol  wampam,  and  lay.  '  We  now  gather  up  all  the  bone*  of  tbo»c 
wbo  ha«c  been  ilain,  and  hnry  them,'  &c.  See  all  the  trcalie*  of  peace. 
Bwida,  it  b  customary  when  any  of  them  die  at  a  disiance  from  booic, 
to  bsry  tbcn,  snd  aflcrwardi  tu  come  and  take  Dp  the  bones  and  cany  them 
hone.  At  a  treaty  which  was  held  at  Lancutcr  with  the  SU  Xation«,  one  of 
them  died.  at»d  was  buried  In  the  woods  a  little  dutanoe  from  the  town.  Some 
time  after  a  party  came  and  took  np  the  body,  separated  the  fluli  from  rhe 
bones  Vy  Uiiltng  an(l  icraping;  them  clean,  and  carried  ibein  lo  be  dcixMilcd  in 
the  sepulchres  of  llicir  ance*tor».  Tlte  operation  was  so  oHeuiitTc  and  dtugree- 
able,  that  nobody  could  come  near  ibem  while  they  were  perfonnlug  IL"— 
Cka'kt  Thvmtim  i"  Af'frmiix. 

■  In  the  edition  of  1653  b  >  footnote : 

"  In  the  notes  <m  MrDiinia.  the  great  divmity  of  taBguaget  appearing  radi- 
cally diflerent,  which  are  spoken  by  the  red  men  of  America,  is  supposed  to 
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show  ihiit  the  passage  from  Europe  to  America  was  always  prac- 
ticable,  even  to  the  imperfect  navigation  of  ancient  limes.  In 
going  from  Norway  to  Iceland,  from  Iceland  to  Greenland,  from 
Greenland  to  Labrador,  the  first  traject  is  the  widest ;  and  this 
having  Iwen  practised  from  the  earliest  times  of  which  we  have 
any  account  of  that  part  of  the  earth,  it  is  not  dif&cult  to  suppose 
that  the  subsequent  trajects  may  have  been  sometimes  passed. 
Again,  the  late  discoveries  of  Captain  Cook,  coasting  from  Kam- 
schatka  to  California,  have  proved  that  if  the  two  continents  of 
Asia  and  America  be  separated  at  all,  it  is  only  by  a  narrow  streight. 
So  that  from  this  side  also,  inhabitants  may  have  passed  into 
America;  and  the  resemblance  between  the  Indians  of  America 
and  the  eastern  inhabitants  of  Asia,  would  induce  us  to  conjecture, 
that  the  former  are  the  descendants  of  the  latter,  or  the  latter  of 
the  former  ;  excepting  indeed  the  Esquimaux,  who,  from  the  iume 
circumstance  of  resemblance,  and  from  identity  of  language  must 
be  derived  from  the  Gra'nlanders,  and  these  probably  from  some 
of  the  northern  parts  of  the  old  continent.  A  knowledge  of  their 
[i8i]  several  languages  would  be  the  most  ccnain  evidence  of 


avtlMriic  a  Htppotiiiun  tbtt  their  setilenent  b  more  remote  than  thai  <>f  Am*  by 
iu  red  iahiVritanu  :  but  it  muu  be  confeued  that  the  mind  Aiidt  il  difficult  to 
conceire  th&t  \o  nunjr  trittes  have  inhabited  it  rrani  so  remou  an  aniiqaiiy  as 
would  be  necetaary  10  hare  divided  Ibetn  into  language  ao  radically  different. 
I  will  therefore  haiard  a  coojcctare  ax  such,  and  only  to  be  estimated  at  what  it 
mBy  Ik  worth.  We  koow  that  the  Indian*  consider  il  a«  dishoDOrable  to  tiM 
anf  language  but  ibeir  oitq.  I  lence  in  their  cotincUi  with  na,  though  tome  of 
them  may  tiav«  been  in  silualion*  which  from  convenience  or  necestity,  h^^-e 
obliged  ibcm  to  leain  our  lansuBf^  well,  yet  ttiey  refuse  to  confer  in  il,  and 
al«ny5  inaitt  on  ibe  interreniion  <A  an  interpreter,  though  he  nay  nndersund 
ncitlwr  Unj^uagc  ao  arcll  &«  Iheinielves :  and  this  fact  is  as  general  aa  our  hauwk 
edge  of  the  tribe*  of  \ortb  Afflerioi.  When  therefore  a  fredion  ol  a  Itibe  from 
domr^lic  teudk  had  tunken  off  from  it*  nuun  body,  to  which  it  it  held  by  no  law 
or  compact,  and  ha«  gone  to  anothtr  settlement,  may  it  not  be  the  point  of 
bonw  with  them  not  to  ni«  the  lanjuiige  of  thoae  with  whom  they  have  quai- 
rellcd,  bat  to  hav«  one  of  tbcir  own.  Tliey  bare  uiw  but  \q%  tew  wonU,  and 
poHca  bat  few.  h  would  require  but  a  smatl  effort  of  the  mind  to  invent  tboMi, 
Hd  10  acquire  the  babii  of  using  them.  Perhaps  thb  hypothesis  presents  )«» 
diScnlty  than  that  ol  so  many  rtdkally  distinct  langtugcfi,  preserved  by  sncb 
handfnla  of  men.  Croon  an  anticiuily  so  remote  that  no  data  wc  poaicu  will 
enable  n«  to  cmlaiUte  it." 
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their  derivation  which  could  be  produced.  In  fact,  it  is  the  best 
proof  of  the  ftfTinily  of  nations  which  ever  can  be  referred  to. 
How  many  ages  have  elapsed  since  the  English,  Ihc  Dutch,  the 
Germans,  the  Swiss,  the  ^forwegians,  Danesand  Swedes  have  sepa- 
rated from  their  common  stock  ?  Yet  how  many  more  must  elapse 
before  the  proofs  of  their  common  origin,  which  exists  in  their 
several  languages,  will  disappear  ?  It  is  to  be  lamented,  then^ 
very  much  to  be  lamented,  that  we  have  suffered  so  many  of  the 
Indian  tribes  already  to  extinguish,  without  our  having  previously 
collected  and  deposited  in  the  records  of  literature,  the  general 
rudiments  at  least  of  the  languages  tbey  spoke.  Were  vocabula* 
ries  formed  of  all  the  languages  spoken  in  North  and  South 
America,  preserving  their  appellations  of  the  most  common  ob< 
ject3  in  nature,  of  those  which  must  be  present  to  every  nation 
barbarous  or  civilized,  with  the  inflections  of  their  nouns  and 
verbs,  their  principles  of  regimen  and  concord,  and  these  deposited 
in  alt  the  public  libraries,  it  would  furnish  op-[t83]portuDilies  to 
those  skilled  in  the  languages  of  the  old  world  t  >  compare  them 
with  these,  now,  or  at  any  future  time,  and  hence  to  construct  the 
bc»t  evidence  of  the  derivation  of  this  part  of  the  human  race.' 

I  will  now  proceed  to  state  the  nations  and  numbers  of  the 
Aborigines  which  still  exist  in  a  respectable  and  independent 
form.  And  as  their  undefined  boundaries  would  render  it  difficult 
to  specify  those  only  which  may  be  within  any  certain  limits,  and 


'  In  the  edition  cf  1787,  And  subocqaeat  onet,  Ihc  foUowing  pangrapb  ii  in* 
sertcd: 

"But  imperfect  ma  is  oar  koowMge  of  ibe  tongues  spoken  in  America, 
it  nAca  to  discover  tlia  foUowing  niBtrkiiUe  fact  * :  Arrtnging  ihem  under  ihe 
ndical  ones  to  vrhlcli  they  oiay  be  palpably  timced.  iind  doing  Ihc  suae  by 
thoM  of  the  red  men  of  Aiia,  there  will  be  found  probably  twenty  in  Auichca. 
for  one  in  Asia,  o(  those  radical  lantfuiKcs,  so  called  iKcauM  if  Itiey  urere  ever 
the  tame  Ihey  bare  loat  all  rcicmbUrice  to  one  another.  A  aeparatton  into  dia- 
lect* may  he  ihe  work  of  a  few  ^es  only,  but  for  two  dialects  to  recede  from 
one  another  till  ihey  have  lo«t  all  vesiicet  of  their  common  or^in.  mutt  f«- 
i]vlie  an  immente  conne  of  time  ;  perhaps  not  less  than  many  people  uive  to 
the  age  of  the  eanli.  A  greater  nnmber  of  those  T«ilical  changes  of  laDgua{« 
having  taken  place  among  the  ted  men  d(  America,  proves  them  of  greater  an- 
tJqnity  than  those  of  Asia." 

■"Uaiicndl  Ab«.  Vmp.  It.— IK  11,  (b.^.    Ontcna,!!."    A't^  imtJiritm^Ofy 
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it  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  present  a  more  general  view  of 
them,  I  will  reduce  within  the  form  of  a  Catalogue  all  those 
within,  and  circumjacent  to,  the  United  States,  whose  names 
and  numbers  have  come  to  my  notice.  These  are  taken  from 
four  different  lists,  the  first  of  which  was  given  in  the  year  1759 
to  General  Stanwix  by  George  Croghan,  Deputy  agent  for  Indian 
affairs  under  Sir  William  Johnson  ;  the  second  was  drawn  up  by 
a  French  trader  of  considerable  note,  resident  among  the  Indians 
many  years,  and  annexed  to  Colonel  Bouquet's  printed  account  of 
bis  expedition  in  1764.  The  third  was  made  out  by  Captain 
[183]  Hutchins,  who  visited  most  of  the  tribes,  by  order,  for  the 
purpose  of  learning  their  numbers  in  1768;  and  the  fourth  by 
John  Dodge,  an  Indian  trader,  in  1779,  except  the  numbers 
marked*  which  are  from  other  information.   [184] 
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The  following  tribes  are  also  mentioDetl : 


j_^^^  _  I  From  til*  mnuih  nf  OMo  10  tbe  BMlb  o( 

WebUin 00*   Onih«&liM)iliilb«l«w(beShalile«. 

Onuun     I  (Oa  K'hiU  Creek, ■  biancfc  ol   Ui«  Minl*- 

Crmntfticf       *"~f     Ipl-      . 

Uowsr* ^00    OnibeMiuisipi. 

LmPbum TM    Nnr  Puaa*lta)r, 

Folia  AtoIm jio    N**r  Po4iii  Bty. 

OittaaUu jeoj 

SoulkBu MaJ 


MionoBiti >,aBa 

PUnkKbu.    ) 

Ma*couU».  \ leo 

VcrodliiM*,  I 


Korth-wMiot  LAkeUlchloti.iotiivliWKlt 
of  UtnUlpl.  and  up  to  Lake  Sopeflor, 

On    and  uat   ibe    Wabaab   looraid    iha 
llUnala. 


Bat  apprehending  these  might  be  dilferent  appcllaiions  for 
some  of  the  tribes  already  enumerated,  I  have  not  inserted  them 
in  the  table,  but  state  them  separately  as  worthy  of  further  in- 
quiry. The  variations  observable  in  numbering  the  same  tribe 
may  sometimes  be  ascribed  to  imperfect  information,  and  some- 
times to  a  greater  or  less  comprehension  of  settlements  under  the 
same  name.    *  [191] 

1 "  The  OtwdUchiea,  Connciitcdijfues  and  Cohnnnegagoea,  oc,  ai  thvjr  arc 
cnaiBorily  called,  Caghocw^s.  an  of  the  Mineo  qx  SU  Natkm  Indians,  who. 
by  Uw  infliKDC*  of  dtv  French  misdoiiaries,  have  been  separated  from  their 
nation,  and  induced  10  settle  there. 

"  I  do  not  know  of  what  nation  the  Aiigquic*lu  an.  but  siupen  ihejr  ue 
a  family  of  tbe  SeBMM. 

"  The  NanlicaclEa  uid  ConAie*  were  foraerly  of  a  nation  that  lived  at  the 
head  o(  Chesapeake  hay,  and  who,  of  late  yean,  have  been  adofilrd  into  the 
Mingo  or  Iroquot*  cottfcderacjr,  and  make  a  aCTcnth  nation.  Tbe  Monacana 
or  Tvaoarom,  who  wete  taken  into  the  ooofodcracy  jn  17I3.  making  the  sUlh, 

"  Tbt  Saponici  arc  famUici  of  the  Wanamies,  who  removed  from  Xcw-Jcney, 
and  wJib  the  Mohlcconi,  Muntiei.  and  Delaware*,  belonging  to  the  Lenopi 
Bitiait.  The  Mingos  arc  a  war  colony  from  the  Six  Nations:  K»  are  the 
Cohvueiragas. 

"  Of  the  ml  of  (he  Korthern  t  ribo  I  never  hare  been  attic  to  learn  anything 
ceitaia.  Bat  all  accnonta  iccm  to  agree  in  lhi«,  thai  there  ia  a  very  powerful 
Mtfan.  diidaguiabcd  by  a  variety  of  nAme»  taken  from  Ifac  aevera]  iowd»  or 
lamtCes,  h«t  oonuaooly  called  Tawaa  01  Otuna*,  who  tpeak  o«ie  Uogoagc,  and 
live  round  and  on  the  walcn  that  fall  into  ihe  waten  laket,  and  cxtctKi  from 
tbe  watcnof  Ihe  Ohio  quite  to  the  vaten  falling  into  Hudson's  bay." — Charles 
Tlumitm  im  Apftndix. 
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QUERY  Xn. 
A  nMut  of  ikt  cottnties,  (ititt,  townships^  and  viilages  f 

The  counties  have  been  enumerated  under  Query  IX.  They 
are  74  in  numbc^r,  of  very  unequal  size  and  population.  Of  these 
35  are  on  the  tide  waters,  or  id  that  parallel ;  23  are  in  the  Mid- 
lands, between  the  tide  waters  and  Blue  ridge  of  fnountains  ;  8 
between  the  Blue  ridge  and  Alleghaney ;  and  &  westward  of  the 
Alleghaney. 

The  state,  by  another  division,  is  formed  into  parishes,  many 
of  which  are  commenBuratc  with  the  counties ;  but  sometimes  a 
county  comprehends  more  than  one  pari&h,  and  sometimes  a 
>arish  more  than  one  county.  This  division  had  relation  to  the 
fligion  of  the  state,  a  Parson  of  the  Anglican  church,  with  a  fixed 
salary,  having  been  heretofore  established  in  each  parish.  The 
care  of  the  poor  was  another  object  of  the  parochial  division. 

We  have  no  townships.  Our  counuy  being  much  intersected 
with  navigable  waters,  [193]  and  trade  brought  generally  to  our 
doors,  instead  of  our  being  obliged  to  go  in  quest  of  it,  has  prob- 
ably been  one  of  the  causes  why  we  have  no  towns  of  any  conse- 
quence. Williamsburg,  which,  tilt  the  year  17S0,  was  the  seat  of 
our  government,  never  contained  above  iSoo  inhabitants ;  and 
Norfolk,  the  most  populous  town  wc  ever  had,  contained  but 
r,6ooo.  Our  towns,  but  more  properly  our  villages  or  hamlets, 
'are  as  follows. 

On  yamtirivtr  and  its  waters,  Norfolk,  Portsmouth,  Hampton 
Suffolk,  Smilhfield,  Williamsburg,  Petersburg,  Richmond,  the  scat 
of  our  government,  Manchester,  Charlottesville,  New  London. 

On  York  river  and  its  waters,  York,  Newcastle,  Hanover. 

On  Rappahannocy  Urbanna,  Fortroyal.  Fredericksburg.  Fal- 
mouth. 

On  Patotomae  and  its  waters,  Dumfries,  Colchester,  Alexandria, 
Winchester,  Staunton. 

On  the  Oho,  Louisville. 

There  are  other  places  at  which,  like  some  of  the  foregoing, 
the  tann  have  said  there  shall  be  towns ;  but  A'afure  has  said 
there  shall  not,  and  they  remain  unworthy  of  enumeration.    Ncr- 


f&lk  will  probably  be  the  empo-  [193]  rium  for  all  the  trade  of 
the  Chesapeak.  bay  and  it«  waters  ;  and  a  canal  of  8  or  10  miles 
will  britiK  to  it  all  that  of  Alberraale  sound  and  its  waters.  Sec- 
ondary to  this  place,  are  the  towns  at  the  head  of  the  tide  waters, 
to  wit,  Petcrsburgh  on  Appamatiox  ;  Richmond  on  James  river  ; 
Newcastle  on  York  river ;  Alexandria  on  Patowmac,  and  Bald- 
more  on  the  Patapsco.  Fiom  these  the  distribution  will  be  to 
subordinate  situations  in  the  country.  Accidental  circumstance*. 
however,  may  controul  the  indications  of  nature,  and  in  no  instance 
do  they  do  it  more  frequently  than  in  the  rise  and  fall  of  towns. 

QUERY  XIII. 

The  cfinsHtufhn  of  the  State  and  its  several  charters  t 

Queen  Elizabeth  by  her  letters  patent,  bearing  date  March  35, 
1584,  licensed  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  to  search  for  remote  heathen 
lands,  not  inhabited  by  Christian  people,  and  granted  to  him  in 
fee  simple,  all  the  soil  within  soo  leagues  of  the  places  where  his 
people  should,  within  six  years,  make  their  dwellings  orabid>[]94] 
inRs  ;  reser^-ing  only  to  herself  and  her  successors,  their  allegiance 
and  one  lifth  part  of  all  the  gold  and  silver  ore  they  should  obtain. 
Sir  Walter  immediately  sent  out  two  ships,  which  visited  Wococoa 
island  in  North  Carolina,  and  the  next  year  despatched  seven 
with  107  men,  who  settled  in  Roanoke  island  about  latitude  35*. 
50'.  Here  Okisko,  king  of  the  Weopomeiocs,  in  a  full  council  of 
his  people  is  said  to  have  acknowledged  himself  the  homager  of 
the  Queen  of  England,  and,  after  her,  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.  A 
supply  of  50  men  were  sent  in  1586,  and  150  in  1587.  With  these 
last  Sir  Walter  sent  a  Goremor,  appointed  him  twelve  assistants, 
gave  them  a  charter  of  incorporation,  and  instructed  them  to 
settle  on  Chesapeak  bay.  They  landed,  however,  at  Hatorask. 
In  1588,  when  a  fleet  was  ready  to  sail  with  a  new  supply  of 
colonists  and  necessaries,  they  were  detained  by  the  Queen  to 
assist  against  the  Spanish  armada.  Sir  Walter  ha\'ing  now  ex- 
pended 40,000/  in  these  enterprises,  obstructed  occasionally  by 
the  crown  without  a  shilling  of  aid  from  it,  was  under  a  nece&aty 
of  enga^ng  others  to  adventure  their  money.     He,  therefore,  by 
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deed  bearing  date  the  7th  of  [195J  March  15S9,  by  the  name  of 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh^  Chief  Governor  of  Assainlkcom6c,  (probably 
AcomJlc,)  alias  Wingadacoia,  alias  Virginia,  panted  to  Thomas 
Smith  and  others,  in  consideration  of  their  adventuring  certain 
sums  of  money,  liberty  to  trade  to  this  new  countr)-  free  from  all 
customs  and  taxes  for  seven  years,  excepting  the  fifth  part  of  the 
gold  and  silver  ore  10  be  obtained  ;  and  stipulated  with  them  and 
the  other  assistants,  then  in  Virginia,  that  he  would  confirm  the 
deed  of  incorporation  which  he  had  given  in  15S7,  with  all  the 
prerogatives,  jurisdictions,  royalties  and  privileges  granted  to  him 
by  the  Queen.  Sir  Walter,  at  different  times  sent  five  other  ad- 
venturers hither,  the  last  of  which  was  in  1602  ;  for  in  1603  he 
was  attainted  and  put  into  close  imprisonment,  which  put  an  end 
to  bis  cares  over  his  infant  colony.  What  was  the  particular  fate 
of  the  colonists  he  had  before  sent  and  seated,  has  never  been 
known  ;  whether  they  were  murdered,  or  incorporated  with  the 
savages. 

Some  genllemen  and  merchants,  supposing  that  by  the  attainder 
of  Sir  Walter  Kaleigh  the  grant  to  him  was  forfeited,  not  enquiring 
over  carefully  whether  the  sentence  of  an  [196]  English  court 
could  affect  lands  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  that  court,  peti- 
tioned king  James  for  a  new  grant  of  Virginia  to  them.  He 
Accordingly  executed  a  grant  to  Sir  Thomas  Gates  and  others, 
bearing  date  the  9th  of  March,  1607,  under  which,  in  the  same 
year,  a  sentement  was  affected  at  Jamestown,  and  ever  after  main- 
tained. Of  this  grant,  however,  no  particular  notice  need  be  taken, 
as  it  was  superceded  by  letters  patent  of  the  same  king,  of  May 
23,  1609,  to  the  Earl  of  Salisbury  and  others,  bcorporating  them 
by  the  name  of  '  The  Treasurer  and  company  of  Adventurers 
and  Planters  of  the  City  of  l.ondon  for  the  first  colony  in  Vir- 
ginia,' granting  to  them  and  their  successors  all  the  lands  in  Vir- 
ginia from  Point  Comfort  along  the  sea-coast,  to  the  northward 
200  miles,  and  from  the  same  point  along  the  sea  coast  to  the 
southward  two  hundred  miles,  and  all  the  space  from  this  precinct 
on  the  sea  coast  up  into  the  land,  West  and  North  west,  from  sea 
to  sea,  and  the  islands  within  one  hundred  miles  of  it,  with  all  the 
commodities,  jurisdictions,  royalties,  privileges,  franchises,  and 
pre-eminences,  within  the  same,  and  thereto  and  thereabouts,  by 
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sea  and  land,  appertain-[t97j  ing  Jn  as  ample  manner  as  had  be- 
fore been  granted  to  any  adventurer  ;  to  be  held  of  the  king  and 
his  succe!>30rs,  in  common  soccage,  yielding  one-fifth  ]>art  of  (he 
gold  and  silver  ore  to  be  therein  found,  for  alt  manner  of  services  ; 
establishing  a  council  in  England  for  the  direction  of  the  enter- 
prise, the  member!)  of  which  were  tg  be  cho&en  and  displaced  by 
the  voice  of  the  majority  of  the  company  and  adventurers,  and 
were  to  have  the  nomination  and  revocation  of  the  governors, 
ofiicers,  and  ministers,  which  by  them  should  be  thought  needful 
for  the  colony,  the  power  of  establishing  laws  and  forms  of  gov- 
ernment and  magistracy,  obligatory  not  only  within  the  colony, 
but  also  on  the  seas  in  going  and  coming  to  and  from  it  ;  author- 
izing them  to  curry  thither  any  personi>  who  should  consent  CO  gO| 
freeing  them  forever  from  all  taxes  and  impositions  on  any  goods 
or  merchandise  on  importation  into  the  colony,  or  exportation 
out  of  it,  except  the  five  per  cent,  due  for  custom  on  all  goods 
imported  into  the  British  dominions,  according  to  the  ancient 
trade  of  merchants ;  which  Bve  per  cent,  only  being  paid  they 
might,  within  13  months,  re-export  the  same  goods  [19S]  into 
foreign  parts,  without  any  custom,  tax,  or  other  duty,  to  the  king 
or  any  his  officers,  or  deputies ;  with  powers  of  waging  war 
against  those  who  should  annoy  them  ;  giving  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  colony  all  the  rights  of  natural  subjects,  as  if  bom  and 
abiding  in  Rngland  ;  and  declaring  (hat  these  letters  should  be 
construed,  in  nil  doubtful  parts,  in  such  manner  as  should  be  most 
for  the  licncfil  of  the  grantees. 

Afterwards  on  the  nth  of  March  i6ta,  by  other  letters  patent, 
the  king  added  to  his  former  grants,  all  islands  in  any  part  of  the 
ocean  between  the  30th  and  41st  degrees  of  latitude,  and  within 
300  leagues  of  any  of  the  parts  before  granted  to  the  treasurer  and 
company  not  being  possessecf  or  inhabited  by  any  other  Christian 
prince  or  state,  nor  within  the  limits  of  the  northern  colony. 

In  pursuance  of  the  authorities  given  to  the  company  by  these 
charters,  and  more  especially  of  that  pan  in  the  charter  of  T609, 
which  authorized  them  to  establish  a  form  of  govenuneot,  they  nn 
the  34th  of  July  1621,  by  charter  under  their  common  seal,  de- 
clared that  from  thence  forward  there  should  ti«  two  supreme 
councils  in  Virginia,  the  one  [199]  to  be  called  the  council  of 
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ite,  to  be  placed  tatX  displaced  by  ihe  treasurer,  council  in  Eng- 
land, and  compaj)]'  from  time  to  time,  whose  oflice  was  to  be  that 
of  assisting  and  advising  the  governor  ;  the  other  to  be  called  the 
gcoend  assembly,  to  be  convened  by  the  governor  once  yearly  or 
oftener,  which  was  to  consist  of  the  council  of  state,  and  two 
burgesses  out  of  every  town,  hundred,  or  plantation,  to  be  respec- 
tively chosen  by  the  inhabitants.  In  this  all  maners  were  to  be 
derided  by  the  greater  part  of  the  votes  present ;  reser\ing  to  the 
governor  a  negative  voice ;  and  ihej*  were  to  have  power  to  treat, 
consult,  and  conclude  all  emergent  occasions  concerning  the  pub- 
lic weal,  and  to  malcc  laws  for  the  behoof  and  government  of  the 
colony,  imitating  and  following  the  laws  and  policy  of  England  as 
Dearly  as  might  be  ;  providing  that  these  laws  should  have  no 
force  till  ratified  in  a  general  quarter  court  of  the  company  in  Eng- 
land, and  returned  under  their  common  seal ;  .ind  declaring  that, 
after  the  government  of  the  colony  should  be  well  framed  and  set- 
tled, no  orders  of  the  council  in  England  should  bind  the  colony 
unleits  ratified  in  the  said  [200]  general  assembly.  The  king  and 
company  quarrelled,  and  by  a  mixture  of  law  and  force,  the  latter 
were  ousted  of  all  their  rights  without  retribution,  after  having 
expended  100,000^  in  establishing  the  colony,  without  the 
'nnallest  aid  from  government.  King  James  suspended  their 
powers  by  proclamation  of  July  15,  1634,  and  Charles  I.  took  the 
government  into  his  own  hands.  Both  sides  had  their  partisans 
in  the  colony  :  but.  in  truth,  the  people  of  the  colony  in  general 
thought  themselves  tittle  concerned  in  the  dispute.  There  being 
three  parties  interested  in  these  several  charters,  what  passed  be- 
twcen  the  first  and  second,  it  was  thought  could  not  affect  the 
third.  If  the  king  seized  on  the  powers  of  the  company,  they 
only  passed  into  other  hands,  without  increase  or  diminution, 
while  the  rights  of  the  people  remained  as  they  were.  But  they 
did  not  remain  so  long.  The  northern  parts  of  their  country  were 
granted  away  to  the  lords  Baltimore  and  Fairfax  ;  the  first  of  these 
obtaining  also  the  rights  of  separate  jurisdiction  and  government. 
And  in  165a  the  parliament,  considering  itself  as  standing  in  the 
place  of  their  deposed  king,  and  as  having  succeeded  [701]  to  all 
his  powers,  without  as  well  as  within  the  realm,  began  to  assume 
a  right  over  the  colonies,  passing  an  act  Cor  inhibiting  theii  trade 
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with  foreign  oations.  This  succession  to  the  exerdsc  of  kingly 
aulhorit>-  gave  the  first  color  for  parliamentary  interference  tirilh  the 
colonies,  and  produced  that  fatal  precedent  which  they  coDtinued 
to  follow,  after  they  had  retired,  in  other  respects,  within  their 
proper  functions.  When  this  colony,  therefore,  which  still  main- 
tuned  its  opposition  to  Cromwell  and  the  parliament,  was  in- 
duced in  1651  to  lay  down  their  arms,  they  previously  secured 
their  most  essential  rights  by  a  solemn  convention,  which,  haring 
never  seen  in  print,  1  will  here  insert  literally  from  the  records. 

"ARTICLES  icRcd  dd  k  coaclndcd  at  Jamo  Gltic  in  Virginia  for  ihc 
HHircntlcTinig  an>l  wlUing  ol  thai  pUntalion  ttnderjre  obedience  aoi]  gcrvefnnieiil 
ol  the  CAmnoawralth  of  t^ngUnd  by  the  commusioacrB  of  the  Coandll  oj 
Siaio  bf  avitiorJtie  of  the  psriisBi  of  EacWod,  asd  by  (be  Crmod  auenbly  o( 
iha  IriTTcrnDUt.  Councill,  A  B«if«asu  of  that  cnuitivy.     [303] 

"  flnl  It  ik  acrccd  &  conMtd  tbat  llu  planlUka  of  Vu^U,  &  all  the  inliab- 
lu»l*  1h«fv«f.  tluUI  be  and  trnalnc  In  du  ebedkoce  sad  nbjcctMui  to  the 
CuttK4t«t«tih  ol  EuclAod.  accoidinc  to  ye  Uwei  tkcfc  ctubtiihed,  uid  that 
itiu  •uluuUaKiit  and  mbMnptkai  bee  aduiowle^^cd  a  vetiistafy  act  not  forced 
uui  LxmOKlonl  t>>  «  cuaqnea  «poB  Ibc  couUcy,  and  that  they  ahall  bavc  and 
Mi)u9  Mich  Ifwdowi  ukI  pcmMi(«>  mMosc  ta  tb*  fi«t  bone  people  of  Eng- 
had,  ud  Ihai  ib*  (otaitr  pnmnmiM.  \/j  tka  rnmmtirirni  «ad  Imtnctiooft  be 
v«U  uid  n«)l. 

"ily.  Sanwdly,  iku  ibt  Gnwd  ■■<— bty  as  fomcrly  shall  eaavene  h. 
ttatuari  th«  aflaln  of  Vtrtioia.  whcrdn  •odtteg  is  to  be  acted  or  done  con- 
iniiw  to  the  |goTcra«cfet  of  lb*  CooMBvcaltb  of  EiaUwt  ft  ibc  lawca  there 
•MablUbtd. 

"  3ly,  That  tber«  ihall  be  a  ftdl  md  Mall  wiia>iOM  and  Indempaltlc  of  all 
••rtt,  words.  Of  wntrin^  done  or  (paliMi  aijiinit  tb*  pariUment  of  EnglaiM)  in 
teUlion  to  lb«  nme. 

"4ly,  Thai VifKUuaahallbavv&eajoyyeMitieuboBBdtukllyaiittseniiied 
by  lao)]  ibe  cbanen  of  tbe  fonaer  hfaca,  nd  tbu  w»  Aall  mlt  a  imw  chaflcr 
from  Ibe  pari  jampot  to  thai  pupoae  ifalnal  any  ibat  have  inttencbt  opm  ye 
ticlit*  ihereol. 

"  })y.  That  aD  the  psiieau  of  land  gnaled  onder  tbe  ceUoay  aeak  \r§ 
any  ol  tbe  pracedcac  goveraoBn  ihaQ  be  ft  mnaioe  in  thdi  fnll  ftwcc  ft 
•txengtb, 

"  6ly.  That  ibe  priviledcc  of  havdat  fiftia  acm  of  land  for  emy  pcnoa 
tronf  ported  la  that  eoUoKie  ahall  coatiittia  aa  (onneriy  gra&ted. 

"  7ly,  Thai  ye  papplc  el  Vt^^fnia  have  ficc  trade  aa  ye  people  of  England  do 
■njoy  tp  all  pl««ca  awl  wfth  all  nalioiu  according  lu  ye  lawn  ol  that  common* 
weakb<  aadlblll  ^nrglaia  thai)  enjoy  kU  prinledge*  njuall  with  any  EngUah 
plaauiioaa  (a  Anerica, 

"  BIy,  Tfani  Virgjoia  abaU  be  free  from  all  taaea,  cutonu  &  ImpfldllaH  vhai- 
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socTcr,  &  none  to  be  impoKed  on  them  without  content  of  the  Cnnd  usembly. 
And  siM  tfa&t  neither  Scrti  aor  c«si]cs  bee  erected  or  pmrisoas  nuuntaincd  with- 
out their  coitMnt. 

"  9l]r,  Thai  noc  chu{;c  ihill  be  miuired  from  this  country  in  respect  of  ihis 
present  fflcei.  f  ao^l 

*'  toly.  That  for  the  fntnre  leltlemeol  ol  Ihe  caunlrey  in  their  tlue  obedience, 
the  Engagement  shall  be  icodred  lo  all  y«  iahabiint*  nccordiii£  to  ad  of  pu> 
liamcnt  made  to  that  ptirpoM,  that  all  penoni  who  shall  lefnse  lo  wbicrtbe  ibe 
nld  engagement,  shall  hjive  a  yearc's  time  if  they  pleate  to  remove  ihcroKclves 
nnd  their  eUatcs  out  of  Vlrfjinia,  &  in  the  meantime  dnhng  the  saSA  j-catc  to 
have  eqD4ll  justice  as  formerly. 

"  1 1  ly,  That  yc  n»c  of  Ihe  booke  of  common  prayer  shall  be  permitted  for  one 
,  yanrr  ensueinge  with  referrence  to  the  consent  of  ye  major  pari  of  ttie  parishes, 
provided  that  those  winch  relate  lo  kingshipp  or  that  goveramcnt  be  not  used 
publiquely,  and  the  coniiauanoc  of  miDisiert  in  their  places,  they  not  misde- 
mcaiiinc  themselves  and  the  payment  of  their  accustomed  dnes  and  agree- 
menls  made  with  them  respcctix'ely  shall  be  left  as  they  now  stand  dnreing  this 
ensueing  yeare. 

"  Tlly,  Thai  no  man's  eattell  shall  be  questioned  as  ye  cocopMiies,  nnles 
such  as  hare  been  entrusted  with  them  or  hare  disposed  of  Ifaem  witbont 
order,  [mx] 

"  iMy<  That  all  ammunition,  powder  and  armes.  other  than  for  private  use, 
shall  be  delivered  up.  secnriiie  being  given  to  make  sttisfaclion  for  it. 

"  uly.  That  all  goods  all  readie  brought  hither  by  yc  Datch  or  other*  which 
irc  now  on  shoar  shall  he  free  from  siirprirall. 

"  ISly,  Thai  the  quiitrcnts  granted  unto  us  by  the  late  lunge  for  seaven 
f  cares  bee  conBrmed. 

"  i&ly.  That  ye  commissioners  for  the  parltMncnt  subscribeing  thcM  ailtcle* 
ei^age  themselves  &  the  honour  of  parliament  for  the  full  iMrfonnaoce  there- 
of and  that  (he  pre>cnt  govemour,  Sc  yc  cooncill.  and  the  burgesses  do  like- 
wise subscribe  and  engage  the  whole  collony  on  their  parts. 

Rich.  Bumrrr.— Scale. 
Wm.  Claikohke.— Scale. 
Edkond  Ci'Kris.— Scale. 

**  Tbeiae  articles  were  signed  and  sealed  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Councill  of  state  for  Ihe  Commonwealth  of  England  the  iwelvcth  day  of 
March  1651." 

Then  follotv  the  articles  stipulaicd  by  the  governor  and  coun- 
cil, which  relate  merely  [ao6]  to  their  own  persons  and  property, 
and  then  the  enduing  iastrumetit ; 

"  As  act  of  Indempnitic  made  alt  ihc  sttmndet  of  the  couulrcy. 
"  V/bereas,  by  ihe  a.ui1iaritie  of  the  parliament  of  England  wee  the  commis- 
■ioncn  appoinled  by  the  councill  of  tute  onlhoriied  thereto,  having  brought  a 
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fflMi  And  (arc«  l)«foreJaaM«dlliein  VlrginU  to  iwlucv  ibal  collonie  under  the 
olwdieoMof  ihecommonwMlUiot  EaeUnd.ind  ttndingroTcvrmiscdby  tbeGor- 
eroonr  mod  cotiii(re]r  lo  nake  opposition  igftin^i  the  said  fllcci.  wbercb;  aamred 
duger  appuringe  of  the  rvlnc  and  destruction  of  the  pluiUlion,  for  preten- 
tion «rhRr«<>(  the  burgt^fcs  of  all  the  (orcrall  pUntntion^  heing  culled  to  advise 
uid  a»«iu  (herein,  uppon  lonj*  and  serious  dcbulc.  and  in  Md  oontcmplalion  of 
thegte^tc  miMriu  and  cerlaine  dolruction  which  were  aoe  nccrcly  hovering  over 
the  whole  counlrej ;  Wee  the  snid  Comminianerv  have  thought  filt  and  conde- 
KcndioE  and  putted  to  Ufine  and  coafinnc  under  our  hands,  bcalet  and  by  oar 
oath,  .\nicle*  bearing  date  with  theite  pincnit.  and  do  funlicr  declare  that  by 
the  authorilic  of  the  par-[so7Jliaincnt  and  commonwealth  of  England  derived 
snto  u&  their  commissioncTs,  thai  according  to  the  articles  in  f^cncrall  wee  have 
granted  an  act  of  indempnitie  and  obhvion  to  all  the  tnhahitanlx  of  this  col- 
ioacjr  from  all  word*,  actions,  or  writiogii  that  have  been  »pokeo  acted  or  wrtit 
Kgninsl  the  paiUamenl  or  cononwealih  of  England  or  any  other  pcraon  from 
the  banning  of  the  world  to  ihit  daje.  And  thtv  we  have  done  that  all  the 
inluilntaali  o{  the  coUoaic  nay  live  quietly  and  iccorely  vndet  the  conoo- 
wtalth  o(  England.  And  we  do  promiie  that  the  pnrUancnL  and  oommon- 
wealth  of  England  ihall  confirm  and  make  good  all  ihoae  tnnioctlona  of  ours. 
WitcBcs  oar  hands  and  scales  this  tsth  of  March  i6sr. 

RicHAiD  BiwNcrr. — Se«l«. 

WiujAU  Ci^iBoas'R. — Scale. 

Et»MuKt>  CURTii — Sealf. 

The  colony  supposed,  that,  by  this  soletnn  convention,  entered 
into  with  arms  in  their  hands,  they  had  secured  the  imtient 
limits '  of  their  counliy.  its  free  trade,'  its  exemption  from  taxa- 
tion '  but  by  their  own  [ao8)  assembly,  and^xclusion  of  military 
force*  from  among  them.  Vet  in  every^f  these  points  was  this 
convention  violated  bj  subsequent  kings  and  parliaments,  and 
Other  infractions  of  their  constitution,  equally  dangerous,  com- 
mitted. Their  General  Assembly,  which  was  composed  of  the 
council  of  state  and  burgesses,  sitting  together  and  dct  iding  by 
plurality  of  voices,  was  split  into  two  houses,  by  which  the  council 
obtained  a  separate  negative  on  their  laws.  Appeals  from  their 
supreme  court,  which  had  been  6xed  by  law  in  their  general  as- 
sembly, were  arbitrarily  revoked  to  England,  to  be  there  heard 
before  the  king  and  council.  Instead  of  four  hundred  miles  on 
the  scacoast,  they  were  reduced,  in  the  space  of  thirty  years,  to 
about  one  hundred  miles.     Their  trade  with  forcignets  was  totally 
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suppressed,  and  when  carried  to  Great  Britain,  was  there  loaded 
with  imposta  It  is  ilnnccessary,  however,  to  gfeau  tip  the  several 
instances  of  injury,  as  scattered  through  American  and  British 

'history,  and  the  more  especially  as,  by  [309]  passing  on  to  the 
accession  of  the  present  king,  we  shall  find  specimens  of  them 
all,  aggravated,  muJliplled  and  crouded  within  a  small  compass 

;  of  time,  so  as  to  evince  a  fixed  design  of  considering  our  rights 
itural,  conventional  and  chartered  as  mere  nullities.  The 
following  is  an  epitome  of  the  first  sixteen  years  of  his  reign. 
The  colonies  were  taxed  internally  and  externally  ;  their  essen- 
tial interests  sacrificed  to  individuals  in  Great  Britain;  their 
legislatures  suspended  ;  charters  annulled  ;  trials  by  juries  taken 
away ;  their  [arsons  subjected  to  transportation  across  the  At- 
lantic, and  to  trial  before  foreign  judicatories  ;  their  supplications 
for  rt.'dress  thought  beneath  answer  ;  themselves  published  as 
cowards  in  the  councils  of  their  mother  country  and  courts  of 
Europe  ;  armed  troops  sent  among  them  to  enforce  submission 
to  these  violences  ;  and  actual  hostilities  commenced  against 
them.  No  alternative  was  presented  but  resistance,  or  unron- 
ditional  submission.  Between  these  could  be  no  hesitation. 
They  closed  in  the  appeal  to  arms.  They  declared  themselves 
independent  states.  They  confederated  together  into  one  great 
republic  ;  thus  securing  to  [210]  every  state  the  benefit  of  an 
union  of  their  whole  force.  In  each  stale  separately  a  new  form 
of  govemmeni  was  established.  Of  ours  parHcularly  the  follow- 
ing arc  the  outlines.  The  executive  powers  are  lodged  in  the 
hands  of  a  governor,  chosen  annually,  and  incapable  of  acting 
more  than  three  years  in  seven.  He  is  assisted  by  a  council  of 
eight  members.  The  judiciary  powers  are  divided  among  several 
courts,  as  will  be  hereafter  explained.  Legislation  is  exercised 
by  two  houses  of  assembly,  the  one  called  the  house  of  Delegates, 
composed  of  two  members  from  each  county,  chosen  annually 
by  the  citizens,  possessing  an  estate  for  life  in  too  acres  of  unin> 
habited  land,  or  23  acres  with  a  house  on  it,  or  in  a  house  or 
lot  in  some  town  :  the  other  called  the  Senate,  consisting  of  24 
members,  chosen  quadrennially  by  the  same  electors,  who  for  this 
purpose  are  distributed  into  34  districts.  The  concurtence  of 
both  houses  is  necessary  to  the  passage  of  a  law.    They  have  the 
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appointment  of  the  governor  and  council,  the  judges  of  the 
superior  courts,  auditors,  attorney  general,  treasurer,  register  of 
the  land  office,  and  delegates  to  congress.  As  the  dismemlKr- 
ment  of  the  state  had  never  had  its  con-[3ii]rtrmation,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  had  always  been  the  subject  of  protestation  and 
complaint,  that  it  mittht  never  be  in  our  own  power  to  raise  scru- 
ples on  that  subject,  or  to  disturb  the  barmooy  of  our  new  con- 
federacy, the  grants  to  Maryland,  Pennsylvania  and  the  two 
Carolinas  were  ratified. 

This  constitution  -vis.  formed  when  we  were  new  and  unexperi- 
enced in  the  science  of  gorerntneni.  It  was  the  first,  too,  which 
was  formed  in  the  whole  United  States.  No  wonder  then  that 
time  and  trial  have  discovered  very  capital  defects  in  it. 

1.  The  majority  of  the  men  in  the  state,  who  jiay  and  fight  for 
its  support,  are  unrepresented  in  the  legislature,  the  roll  of  free- 
holders entitled  to  vote,  not  including  generally  the  half  of  those 
on  the  roll  of  the  militia,  or  of  the  taj(-gatherers. 

3.  Among  those  who  share  the  representation,  the  shares  are 
very  unequaL  Thus  the  county  of  Warwick,  with  only  one 
hundred  fighting  men,  has  an  equal  representation  n-ith  the 
county  of  Loudon,  which  has  1746.  So  that  evcr>'  man  in  War- 
wick has  as  much  influence  in  the  government  as  17  men  in 
Loudon.  But  lest  it  should  be  thought  that  an  equal  inierspeT' 
sion  of  small  among  large  cuun-[3i3]ties,  through  the  whole 
statt,  may  prevent  any  danger  of  injury  to  particular  parts  of 
it,  we  will  divide  it  into  districts,  and  shew  the  proportions  of 
land,  of  fighting  men,  and  of  representation  in  each  : 
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An  mspectioQ  of  this  table  will  supply  the  place  of  commenta- 
ries OD  iL  It  will  appear  at  oace  that  nineteen  thousand  men, 
living  below  the  falls  of  the  rivers,  possess  half  of  the  senate,  and 
want  four  members  only  of  possessing  a  majority  of  the  house  of 
delegates  ;  a  want  more  than  supplied  by  the  vicinity  of  their 
situation  to  the  seat  of  govemment,  and  of  course  the  greater 
degree  of  convenience  and  punctuality  with  which  [a  13]  their 
members  may  and  will  attend  in  the  legislature.  These  nine- 
teen thousand,  therefore,  living  in  one  part  of  the  country,  give 
Uw  to  upwards  of  thirty  thousand  living  in  another,  and  appoint 
all  their  chief  oflicers  executive  and  judiciary.  From  the  diSer- 
CDCC  of  their  situation  and  circumstances,  their  interests  will  often 
be  very  different. 

3.  The  senate  is.  by  its  con.stitution,  too  homogenous  with  the 
house  of  delegates.  Being  chosen  by  the  same  electors,  at  the 
same  time,  and  out  of  the  same  subjects,  the  choice  falls  of  course 
en  men  of  the  same  description.  The  purpose  of  establishing 
different  houses  of  legislation  is  to  introduce  the  iniluence  of  dif- 
ferent interests  or  different  principles.  Thus  in  Great  Britain  it 
is  said  their  constitution  relics  on  the  house  of  commons  for  hon- 
esty, and  the  lords  for  wisdom  ;  which  would  be  a  rational  reli- 
ance,  if  honesty  were  to  be  bought  with  money,  and  if  wisdom 
were  hereditary'.  In  some  of  the  American  States,  the  delegates 
and  senators  are  so  chosen,  as  that  the  first  represent  the  persons, 
and  the  second  the  property  of  the  State.  But  with  us,  wealth 
and  wisdom  have  equal  chance  for  adtnission  into  both  houses. 
We  do  not  [114],  therefore,  derive  from  the  separation  of  our 
legislature  into  two  houses,  those  benefits  which  a  proper  compli- 
cation of  principles  is  capable  of  producing,  and  those  which 
alone  can  compensate  the  evils  which  may  be  produced  by  their 
dissensions. 

4.  All  the  powers  of  government,  legislative,  executive,  and 
judiciary,  result  to  the  legislative  body.  The  concentrating 
these  in  the  same  hands  is  precisely  the  definition  of  despotic 
governmenL  It  will  be  no  alleviation  that  these  powers  will  be 
exercised  by  a  plurality  of  hands,  and  not  by  a  single  one.  173 
despots  would  surely  be  as  oppressive  as  one.  Let  those  who 
doubt  it  turn  their  eyes  on  the  republic  of  Venice.     As  Uttlc 
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will  it  avail  us  that  they  arc  chown  by  ourselves.  An  eiecHvf 
^spoiitm  was  doc  the  government  we  fought  for,  but  one  which 
should  not  only  be  founded  on  free  principles,  but  in  which  the 
powers  of  government  should  be  so  divided  and  balanced  among 
several  bodies  of  magistracy,  as  that  no  one  could  transcend  their 
legal  limits,  without  being  efTectually  checked  and  restrained  bjr 
the  others.  For  this  reason  that  convention,  which  passed  the 
ordinance  of  government,  [215]  laid  its  foundation  on  this  basis, 
that  the  legislative,  executive'  and  judiciary  departments  should 
be  separate  and  distinct,  so  that  no  person  should  exerci si:  the 
powers  of  more  than  one  of  them  at  the  snme  time.  But  no  bar- 
rier was  provided  between  these  several  powers.  The  judiciary 
and  executive  memt»ers  were  left  dependent  on  the  legislative, 
for  their  subsistence  in  office,  and  some  of  them  for  their  contin- 
uance in  it.  If  therefore  the  legislature  assumes  executive  and 
judiciary  powers,  no  opposition  ts  likely  to  be  made ;  nor,  if  nude, 
can  it  be  effectual ;  because  in  that  case  they  may  put  their  pro- 
ceedings into  the  form  of  an  act  of  assembly,  which  wilt  render 
them  obligatory  on  the  other  branchcsj  They  have  accordingly 
in  many  instances,  decided  rights  which  should  have  been  left  to 
judiciary  controversy  :  and  the  direction  of  the  executive,  during 
the  whole  time  of  their  session,  is  becoming  habitual  and  familiar. 
And  this  is  done  with  no  ill  intention.  The  views  of  the  present 
members  arc  perfectly  upright.  When  they  are  led  out  of  their 
regular  province,  it  is  by  art  in  others,  and  inadvertence  in  them* 
selves  And  this  will  probably  be  the  case  for  some  [3r6]  time  to 
come.  But  it  will  not  be  a  very  long  time.  TMankind  soon  learn 
to  make  interested  uses  of  every  right  and  power  which  they  pos- 
sess, or  may  assume.  The  public  money  and  public  tibcny, 
intended  to  have  been  deposited  with  three  branches  of  magis- 
tracy, but  found  inadvertently  to  lie  in  the  hands  of  one  only, 
will  soon  be  discovered  to  be  sources  of  wealth  and  dominion  to 
those  who  hold  them  ;  distinguished,  too,  by  tbis  tempting  cir- 
cumstance, that  they  are  the  instrument,  as  well  as  the  object,  of 
acquisition,  With  money  we  will  get  men,  said  Cassar,  and  with 
men  we  will  get  money.  Nor  should  our  assembly  be  deluded  by 
the  integrity  of  their  own  purposes,  and  conclude  that  these  un- 
limited powers  will  never  be  abused,  because  themselves  are  not 


>78»1 


THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 


325 


disposed  to  abuse  them.  They  should  look  forward  to  a  time, 
and  that  not  a  distant  one,  when  a  corruptioo  ia  this,  as  in  the 
country  from  which  we  derive  our  origin,  will  have  seized  the 
beads  of  government,  and  be  spread  by  them  through  the  body 
of  the  people ;  when  they  will  purchase  the  voices  of  the  people, 
and  make  them  pay  the  price.  Human  nature  is  the  same  on 
every  side  of  the  Atlan-[ai7]tic,  and  will  be  alike  influenced  by 
the  same  causes.  The  time  to  guard  against  corruption  and 
tyranny,  is  before  they  shall  have  eoitcn  hold  of  us.  It  is  belter 
to  keep  the  wolf  out  of  the  fold,  than  to  trust  to  drawing  his 
teeth  and  talons  after  he  shall  have  entered.  To  render 
these   considerations    the    more    cogent,    we   must   observe    id 

addition  : 

5.  That  the  ordinary  legislature  may  alter  the  constitution  it- 
self. On  the  discontinuance  of  assemblies,  it  became  necessary 
to  substitute  in  their  place  some  other  body,  competent  to  the 
ordinary  business  of  government,  and  to  the  calling  forth   the 

'  powers  of  the  State  for  the  maintenance  of  our  opposition  to 
Great  Britain.  Conventions  were  therefore  introduced,  consist* 
ing  of  two  delegates  from  each  county,  meeting  together  and 
forming  one  house,  on  the  plan  of  the  former  house  of  Burgesses, 
to  whose  places  they  succeeded.  These  were  at  first  chosen 
anew  for  every  particular  session.  But  in  March  1775,  they 
recommended  to  the  people  to  choose  a  convention,  which  should 
continue  in  office  a  year.  This  was  done,  accordingly,  in  April 
1775.  and  in  the  July  following  that  convention  passed  an  ordi- 
nance for  the  election  of  delegate*  in  the  month  of  April  aii> 
Dually.  It  is  well  known,  that  in  July  1775,  ^  separation  from 
Great  Britain  and  establishment  of  republican  government,  had 
never  yet  entered  into  any  person's  mind.  A  convention,  there- 
fore, chosen  under  that  ordinance,  cannot  be  said  to  have  been 
chosen  for  the  purposes  which  certainly  did  not  exist  in  the 
minds  of  those  who  passed  it.  Under  this  ordinance^  at  the 
annual  election  in  April  1776,  a  convention  for  the  year  was 
chosen.  Indcpcndance,  and  ihc  establishmenl  of  a  new  form  of 
govemroenl,  were  not  even  yet  the  objects  of  the  people  at  large. 
One  extract  from  the  pamphlet  called  Common  sense  bad  ap- 
peared  in   the  Virginia  papers  in  February,  and  copies  of  the 
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pamphlet  itself  had  got  id  a  few  hands.'  But  the  idea  had 
Dot  b«en  opened  to  the  mass  of  the  people  in  April,  much  less 
can  it  be  !>aid  that  they  hoxl  made  up  their  minds  in  its  faror,* 
So  that  the  electon  of  April  1776,  no  more  than  ihe  legisk- 
ton  of  July  1775,  not  thinking  of  indcpendnnce  nnd  a  pcniift' 
nent  republic,  could  not  mean  to  vest  in  these  delegates  powen 
of  establishing  them,  or  any  authorities  other  than  those  of  the 
ordinar>'[2i9]  legislature.  So  far  as  a  temporary  organization  of 
govcrDinenl  was  necessary  to  render  our  opposition  energetic,  so 
for  their  organization  was  valid.  But  they  reccivtrd  in  their  crea- 
tion no  powers  but  what  were  given  to  every  legislature  before 
and  since.  They  could  not,  therefore,  pass  an  act  transcendent 
to  the  powers  of  other  legislatures.  If  the  present  assembly 
pass  an  act,  and  declare  it  shall  be  irrevocable  by  subsequent  as- 
semblies, the  declaration  is  merely  void,  and  the  act  repealable, 
as  other  acta  are.  So  far,  and  no  Tarther  authorized,  they  or- 
ganized the  government  by  the  ordinance  entituled  a  Constitution 
or  Form  of  government,  ll  pretends  to  do  higher  authority  than 
the  other  ordinance  of  the  same  session  ;  it  does  not  say  th.ir  it 
shall  be  pcrpetuat ;  that  it  shall  be  unalterable  by  other  legisla- 
tures ;  that  it  shall  be  transcendent  above  the  powers  of  those 
who  they  knew  would  have  equal  power  with  themselves,  Not 
the  silence  of  the  instrument  is  a  proof  they  thought  it 
would  be  alterable,  but  their  own  practice  also ;  for  this  very 
convention,  meetini;  as  a  House  of  Delegates  in  General  assembly 
with  the  Senate  in  the  autumn  of  that  year,  [^20]  passed  acts  of  as- 
sembly in  contradiction  to  tbetr  ordinance  of  government ;  and 
every  assembly  from  that  time  to  this  has  done  the  same.     I  am 

'  Yet  in  the  vlTertiaenienl  of  tl>e  tecond  cdJIioo  of  Paine't  Cpkimmi*  Snut,  In 
Iht  Ptnmiytvania  Evtmrng  Past  of  Jin.  35.  i;7f>.  h  itatcd  ;  "  Kveral  hnixlrcd* 
are  alraod^  bmpoke,  oiw  itioaMnd  fo*  Vir|[inw." 

*  This  staienieai  b  hmnlly  iHiniv  out  by  Jcflcnon'f  tiatement  at  die  tlinc,  foe 
fa«  wrou  to  Thocnn  Ndaoo  frotn  FhiUdelphia,  May  t6,  1776  :  "  t  wkh  naeh 
10  wc  you  here,  yet  hope  you  will  canmve  lo  bnng;  on  a&  nrly  u  70a  can  (a 
ooAveniion  the  greU  qa«aiJu<u  of  the  MMiun.  I  nippoM  ilwy  vfll  tell  ut  whM 
to  wy  on  the  lubjecl  o(  iadciiendruLt:.  but  hope  mpecl  will  be  expTcued  lo  the 
ri^t  o(  opinion  in  other  colonic*  who  may  happen  tn  differ  from  Ihein.  When 
M  hooic  I  look  srcat  pain*  to  enquire  into  the  »cntimcnli  ol  the  people  on  that 
head,  lit  ihe  apper  ovunilai  1  thfnk  I  may  aafely  say  nine  oal  of  ten  are  fof  It." 
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safe  therefore  in  the  position  that  the  constitution  itself  is  alterable 
■  by  the  ordinary  legislature.  Though  this  opinion  seems  founded 
on  the  first  elements  of  common  sense,  yet  is  the  contrarj'  main- 
tained by  some  persons.  I.  Because,  say  they,  the  conventions 
irere  vested  with  every  power  necessary  to  make  eflTectual  oppo- 
sition to  Great  BritaiD.  But  to  complete  this  atgument,  they 
must  go  on.  and  say  further,  that  effectual  opposition  could  not 
be  made  to  Oreat  Britain  without  establishin]^  a  form  of  govern- 
ment perpetual  and  unalterable  by  the  legislature ;  which  is  not 
tnie.  An  oppositiott  which  at  some  time  or  other  was  to  come 
to  an  end,  could  not  need  a  perpetual  institution  to  carry  it  on  : 
and  a  government  amendable  as  ii«  defects  should  be  discovered, 
was  OS  likely  to  make  effectual  resistance,  as  one  that  should  be 
anaherably  wrong.  Besides,  the  assemblies  were  as  much  vested 
with  all  powers  requisite  for  resistance  as  the  Conventions 
were.  If  therefore  these  powers  included  that  of  modelling  the 
form  [azi]  of  government  in  the  one  case,  they  did  so  in  the 
other.  The  assemblies  then  as  well  as  the  conventions  may  model 
the  government ;  that  is,  they  may  alter  the  ordinance  of  govern- 
ment, a.  They  urge  that  if  the  convention  had  meant  that  this 
instrument  should  be  alterable,  as  their  other  ordinances  were, 
they  would  have  called  it  an  ordinance  ;  but  they  hare  called  it 
a  amsiitutiffn^  which,  ex  vi  termini,  means  "  an  act  above  the  power 
of  the  ordinary  legislature."  I  answer  that  tonstitufifi,  tenstiluittm^ 
statutum,  lex,  are  convertible  terms.  "  Offi///ivA'odicicur  jus  quod 
a  principc  condilur."  '*Constitutum,  quod  ab  imi»eraioribus  rescrip- 
tom  staturumve  est."  "  Statutum.  idem  quod  lex."  Calvini 
I.£»rc)n  juridicum.  Conslitnthn  .ind  statute  were  originally  t^nns 
of  the '  civil  law,  and  from  thence  introduced  by  Kcclesiastics 
into  the  English  law.  Thus  in  the  statute  23  Hen.  VIII.  c.  19, 
§.  I,  "  Constitutiont  and  ordinaiues  "  are  used  as  synonicious.  The 
term  cffmtituiii^n  has  many  [323]  other  significations  in  pliy&ics  and 
politics  ;  but  in  Jurisprudence,  whenever  it  is  applied  to  any  act 
of  the  legislature.  It  invariably  means  a  statute,  law,  or  ordinance, 
which  is  the  present  case.  No  inference  then  of  a  different  mean- 
ing can  be  drawn  from  the  adoption  of  this  title  :  on  the  contrary. 

'  To  bid.   to  kI,   WW  Ibc  iDcicnl  Icgt«lalivc  wonl  of    the    Eui^lafc.      LI, 
Eflotbarri  and  Eadrid.     U.  Injc.     LI.  EadMrcrdi.     U.  .KatbdiUni.— 7'.  J, 
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we  might  coDclude  that,  by  their  affixing  to  it  a  term  synonirnous 
with  ordinance  or  statute,  they  meant  it  to  be  an  ordinance  or 
statute.  Bui  of  what  consequence  is  iheir  meaning,  where  their 
power  is  denied  ?  If  they  meant  to  do  more  than  they  had  power 
to  do,  did  this  give  them  power  ?  It  is  not  the  name,  but  the 
authority  which  renders  an  act  obligatory.  Lord  Coke  says,  'an 
article  of  the  statute,  11.  R.  II.  c.  5.  that  no  person  should 
attempt  to  revoke  any  ordinance  then  made,  is  repealed,  for 
that  such  restraint  is  against  the  jurisdiction  and  power  of 
the  parliamenL*  4.  inst.  43.  and  again, 'though  divers  parlia- 
ments have  attempted  to  restrain  subsequent  parliaments,  yet 
could  they  never  effect  it ;  for  the  latter  parliament  hath  ever 
power  to  abrogate,  suspeod,  qualify,  explain,  or  make  void  the 
former  in  the  whole  or  in  [223]  any  part  thereof,  notwithstanding 
any  words  of  restraint,  prohibition,  or  penalty,  in  the  former ;  for 
it  is  a  maxim  in  the  laws  of  the  parliament,  '  quod  leges  postcriorea 
priores  contrarias  abrogant.'  4.  inst.  43. — To  get  rid  of  the  magic 
supposed  to  be  in  the  word  eimsHtution,  let  us  translate  it  into  its 
definition  as  given  by  those  who  think  it  above  the  power  of  the 
law  ;  and  let  us  suppose  the  convention,  instead  of  saying,  *  We 
the  ordinary  legislature,  establish  a  comtituttQn,'  had  said,  *  We 
the  ordinary  legislature,  establish  an  act  adotv  the /xmtr  0/  the 
pniinary  legislature'  Does  not  this  expose  the  absurdity  of  the 
attempt  ?  3.  But,  say  they,  the  people  hare  acquiesced,  and  this 
has  given  it  an  authority  superior  to  the  laws.  It  is  true  that  the 
people  did  not  rebel  against  it :  and  was  that  a  time  for  the  peo- 
ple to  rise  in  rebellion  7  Should  a  prudent  acquiescence,  at  a 
critical  time,  be  construed  into  a  confirmation  of  every  illegal 
thing  done  during  (hat  period  ?  Besides,  why  should  lliey  rebel? 
At  an  annual  election  they  had  chosen  delegates  for  the  year,  to 
exercise  the  ordinary-  powers  of  legislation,  and  to  manage  the 
great  contest  in  which  they  were  engaged.  These  [224]  delegates 
thought  the  contest  would  be  best  managed  by  an  organized  gov- 
ernment. They  therefore,  among  others,  passed  an  ordinance  of 
government-  They  did  not  presume  to  call  it  perfyetual  and  un- 
alterable. They  well  knew  they  had  no  power  to  make  it  so  ;  that 
our  choice  of  them  had  been  for  no  such  purpose,  and  at  a  time 
when  we  could  have  no  such  purpose  in  contemplation.     Had  an 
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unalterable  fonn  of  govemmenl  b«cn  mcdiUtcd,  perhaps  we 
should  have  chosen  a  different  set  of  people.  There  wasno  cauie 
.tfaeo  for  the  people  to  rise  in  rebellion.  But  to  what  dangerous 
lengths  will  this  argument  lead  ?  Did  the  acquiescence  of  the 
colonies  under  the  various  acts  of  power  exercised  by  Great 
Britain  in  our  infant  state,  confirm  these  acts,  and  so  far  invest  them 
with  the  authority  of  the  people  as  to  render  them  unalterable, 
and  our  present  resistance  wronR  ?  On  every  unauthoritative  ex- 
ercise of  power  \iy  the  legislature  must  the  people  rise  in  rebellioti, 
or  their  silence  be  construed  into  a  surrender  of  that  power  to 
tbem  ?  If  so,  how  many  rebellions  should  we  have  had  already? 
One  certainly  for  every  session  of  assembly.  The  other  states  in 
the  union  have  been  of  opi-[33§]nioti  that  to  renders  form  of 
government  unalterable  by  ordinary  acts  of  assembly,  the  people 
must  delegate  persons  with  special  powers.  They  have  accord- 
ingly  chosen  special  conventiotis  to  form  and  fix  their  goverti- 
mcnts.  The  individuals  then  who  maintain  the  contrary  opinion 
in  this  country,  should  have  the  modesty  to  suppose  it  possible 
that  they  may  be  wrong,  and  the  rest  of  America  right.  But  if 
there  be  only  a  possibility  of  thett  being  wrong,  if  only  a  plausi- 
ble doubt  remains  of  the  validity  of  the  ordinance  of  government, 
\%  it  not  belter  to  remove  that  doubt  by  placing  it  on  a  bottom 
which  none  will  dispute  ?  If  they  be  right  we  shall  only  have  the 
unnecessary  trouble  of  meeting  once  in  convention.  If  they  be 
wrong,  they  expose  us  to  the  hazard  of  having  no  fundamental 
\righis  at  all.  True  it  is,  this  is  no  time  for  deliberating  on  forms 
of  government.  While  an  enemy  is  within  our  bowels,  the  first 
object  is  to  expel  him.  But  when  thi:;  shall  be  done,  when  peace 
shall  be  established,  and  leisure  given  us  for  intrenching  within 
good  forms,  the  rights  for  which  we  have  bled,  let  no  man  be 
found  indolent  enough  to  de-[>36lcline  a  little  more  trouble  for 
placing  them  beyond  the  reach  of  question.  U  anything  more  be 
requisite  to  produce  a  conviction  of  the  expediency  of  calling  a 
convention  at  a  proper  season  to  fix  our  form  of  government,  let 
it  be  the  reflection  : 

6.  That  the  assembly  exercises  a  power  of  determining  the 
quorum  of  their  own  body  which  may  legislate  for  us.  After  the 
establisbmeni  of  the  new  form  they  adhered  to  the  Ltx  majeris 
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farits,  founded  in'  common  law  as  well  as  common  right.  It  is 
the '  natural  law  of  every  assembly  of  men,  whose  numbers  are 
not  fixed  by  any  other  law.  They  continued  for  some  lime  to  re- 
quire the  presence  of  a  majority  of  their  whole  number,  to  pass 
an  act.  But  the  British  parliament  6xes  its  own  quorum  ;  our 
former  assemblies  fixed  their  own  quorum  ;  and  one  precedent  in 
favor  of  power  is  stronger  than  an  hundred  against  it.  The 
house  of  delegates,  therefore,  have  'lately  voted  that.  dur-[337]ing 
the  present  dangerous  invasion,  forty  members  shall  be  a  house 
to  proceed  to  business.  They  have  been  moved  to  this  by  the 
fear  of  not  being  able  to  collect  a  house.  But  this  danger  could 
not  authorize  them  to  call  that  a  house  which  was  none  ;  *  and  if 
they  may  fix  it  at  one  number,  they  may  at  another,  till  it  loses 
its  fundamental  character  of  being  a  representative  body.  As 
this  vote  expires  with  the  present  invasion,  it  is  probable  the  for- 
mer rule  will  be  permitted  to  revive ;  because  at  present  no  ill  is 
meant.  The  power,  however,  of  fixing  their  own  quorum  has 
been  avowed,  and  a  precedent  set  From  f  ony  it  may  be  reduced 
to  four,  and  from  four  to  one ;  from  a  house  to  a  committee,  from 
a  committee  to  a  chairman  or  speaker,  and  thus  an  oligarchy  or 
monarchy  be  substituted  under  forms  supposed  to  be  regular. 
'  Omnia  mala  exempla  ex  bonis  orta  sunt ;  sed  ubi  imperium  ad 
ignaros  aut  minus  bonos  pervenit,  novum  illud  exemplum  ab 
dignis  et  idoneis  ad  indignos  et  non  idoneos  fertur.'  HiVhen, 
therefore,  it  is  considered,  that  there  is  no  legal  obstacle  to 
the  assumption  by  the  assembly  of  all  the  powers  legislative, 
executive,  and  judiciary,  [aaB]  and  that  these  may  come  to  the 

*  Bro.  Abr.  Corporatioiu,  31,  34.     Hakewdl,  93. —  T.  J. 

*  PiUr.  Off.  hom.  L.  J,  c.  6,  §.  la.— r.  7. 
'June  4,  1781.— 7*.  J. 

*  In  the  ori|[ina]  prTof-thecu  of  ih«  tfHtt,  now  In  the  New  Voik  Stati 
Libran'.  tbi»  puMKe  read* :  "  But  ihcy  mifiht  u  wrll  ban  voicd  ;hai  ■  xtnut 
inch  o(  linen  thowM  be  sufficieni  to  make  Uicm  s  shirt,  and  wilk  into  pablic 
view  in  confidence  of  txrinj;  t^jrered  by  it.  Nor  wontd  It  make  ih«  ihin  bigsW. 
ihftt  they  could  get  no  riok  linen."  Tbe  com|>anson  wcmed  toofnoagapp«>> 
ently.  and  all  the  WAnt*  aiicr  "  llui,"  aie  ttriclcco  out,  am]  in  place  i«  inMrried 
in  MS.  "  thit  d>ftg;cr  conld  not  anthorixe  them  lo  call  that  ■  houu  which  wm 
none  :  and  i(  they  cuahl  hx  it  at  one  nsmber,  ihcy  may  at  another,  till  it  losfs 
it*  lundamental  chanKter  of  l>otnf<  ■  rcpreBeniauve  body." 
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hand»  of  the  smatiest  xia,  of  delegation,  surely  (he  people  will 
say,  and  their  representatives,  while  yet  they  have  honest  repre- 
sentatives, will  advise  them  to  say,  that  they  will  not  acknowl- 
edge as  laws  any  acts  not  considered  and  assented  to  by  the  major 
part  of  their  dclcgatesj 

In  enumerating  the  defects  of  the  constitution,  it  would  be 
wrong  to  count  among  them  what  is  only  the  error  of  particular 
persons.  In  December  1776.  our  circumstances  being  much  dis- 
tressed, it  was  proposed  in  the  house  of  delegates  to  create  a  dic- 
tator^ invested  with  every  power  legislative,  executive,  and  judi- 
ciary, civil  and  military,  of  life  and  of  death,  over  our  persons 
and  over  our  properties  :  and  in  June  1 781,'  again  under  calamity, 
the  same  proposition  was  repeated,  and  wanted  a  few  votes  only 
of  being  passed.'— One  who  entered  into  this  contest  from  a  pure 

'  "The  delccfllcs  were  then  Muing  ftt  Suunion,  aod  hftd  voted  tkal  40  of 
Ihelr  number  tbould  make  a  houM.  There  were  bclwcen  t/Q  and  50  pttMai 
when  the  motion  (or  the  dtctalor  was  made,  and  It  wu  rejected  by  a  majority 
of  6  only." — Nat  in  tJttitfM  ^f  s^SJ. 

'  Thii  >lory  o(  a  dictator  wan  Uler  the  iobject  of  coot»<nrer*y.  It  wai  first 
rdntroducrd  to  injtire  fUriclc  Henry  in  the  jHditical  heali  of  t7i)S-^,  by  «ug> 
^ting  him  ai  the  propoMKJ  dictator.  This  wu  %\  once  denied  by  tbc  Henry 
adherents,  and  later  Wirt  aK*in  did  m  In  hU  Life  of  Heaty.  At  fcoote  of  ihcie 
denials  went  further  than  the  mere  qnestioa  of  the  ftrttnmtl  of  the  dictator, 
JcSerMMi  endeavored  later  to  obtain  accounts  of  what  actually  pa&ud,  by  writiBE 
todifTcrenl  friends.  In  reply  to  OTve  of  ihete  in(|uirict.  Archibald  Stuart  wrMe 
him  (Sparltk  MSS..  Harvard  Colicsel  from  Staunton.  Sept.  B.  tStS  : 

"  Deab  Sta, — I  prefBine  yoo  have  »en  M'  Wirt's  Sketches  of  the  life  of 
Patriek  Henry  ;  and  that  be  denies  W.  H  favored  the  project  of  EstablliUng 
a  Dictator  dunng  the  revolutionary  War.— Even  doubts  respeeling  evcnit  of 
ncfa  tvccni  dale  tend  greatly  10  impair  the  credit  uf  l)i«iory.  There  are  many 
aow  living  who  witacHcd  the  pan  M^  Henry  took  on  that  tnbject. — After  tbe 
AMCtnbly  wu  dlitpetHd  at  Cbaiiottesvillc  in  the  year  1791  it  met  in  Sunniun 
where  M!  Geo.  Nicholas  a  member  of  that  body  propoaed  that  a  DicUtor  be 
citabtiihed  in  this  Commonwealth  who  should  hare  the  power  of  dfspoKhag  of 
tl>e  li«e«  and  (ortancs  of  tbe  Citiicnn  Ihcrcot  without  bein|;«bject  to  account.— 
In  rapport  of  lhi>  rciuiluiion  he  observed  that  the  Country  vras  overrun  by  the 
Enemy  and  that  the  Operation  of  tbe  Gov*  wa>  nearly  nupcndcd ;— That 
■Ithoocb  the  power*  propowd  to  be  conferred  were  very  {treat  the  character  be 
proposed  to  fill  (he  oficc  would  remove  all  apprebeniions  amios  from  the 
abuie  of  them — That  thii  character  wa»  Gen'  Waahincton — That  he  was  our 
Iclknv  cilixen,  thai  wc  had  a  right  to  command  hv,  ^erricei  and  that  he  had  no 
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love  of  liberty,  and  a  sense  of  injured  righu,  who  detennined  lo 
make  every  sacrifice,  and  to  meet  every  danger,  for  the  le-esiab- 
lishmcDi  of  ibose  rigbu  oo  a  firiD  basis,  wbo  did  not  mean  to 
cxiKod  his  blood  and  substance  for  the  wretched  pur-  [339] 
pose  of  changing  this  master  for  that,  but  to  place  the  powers  of 
gorrming  him  tn  a  plurality  of  hands  of  his  own  choice,  so  that 
ibe  corrupt  will  of  no  one  man  might  in  future  oppress  him,  must 
stand  confounded  and  dismayed  when  he  is  told,  that  a  cod- 
siderable  portion  of  that  plurality  bad  meditated  the  surreader  of 
them  into  a  single  hand,  and,  io  lieu  of  %  limited  monarch,  to 
deliver  himover  to  a  despotic  one  !  How  must  he'  find  his  effotls 
and  tacriftces  abused  and  baflled.  if  he  may  still,  by  a  single  vote, 
be  laid  prostrate  at  the  feet  of  one  man  !  In  God's  name,  fiom 
whence  have  they  derived  this  power  ?  Is  it  from  our  ancient  laws  ? 
None  such  can  be  produced.  Is  it  from  any  principle  in  our  new 
constitution  expressed  or  implied  }    Every  lineament  of  that  ex- 

dcmbt  bat  Ikil  un  micK  an  Occauon  h«  would  obey  ih«  call  or  hb  couotry.^Iii 
the  covne  ol  tiit  >pcech  li«  refered  to  the  pncUce  of  the  Roman*  00  i^lmilaT 
occaiian&.  Aftvr  M'  Nicholas  ul  down  M'.  Henry  addicsaed  the  Chair  :  be 
obMfved  It  f¥as  immaterial  lo  him  whether  ibe  Officer  propoocd  was  called  ■ 
Dictator  or  a  Uovcroor  with  enlarged  powers  or  by  any  otber  name  yet  wrely 
aa  officer  armed  <*ilh  tuch  powcrt  wat  Dccexiary  lo  rcstnin  the  onbridlcd  fury 
of  a  licentiotu  enemy  aad  concluded  by  tecanding  the  Motion. — 

"  On  the  other  hand  it  m%\  cnatcndnl  by  Mann  Page  (ram  Spolttylvania  and 
wveral  other  Membcn  ; — Thai  our  Aflaln.  were  not  dc»peiaic.  Tliai  the  pn»- 
■nrc  we  felt  wot  bat  temporaiy.  Thai  the  Gov*  waa  ftill  effident.  Thai  ibe 
■pirit  of  Ibe  people  was  tuibrokcn,  1'bat  it  wu  nabccomiBg  in  tbeir  reprctcnts- 
ttrei  10  damp  thdr  ardor  tiy  an  Ad  of  despair — ^Thal  they  bad  cqaal  conlidcnec 
with  the  mover  of  the  ruotuiion  in  the  Inreghty  ol  Gen'  Waahington,  but  ibat 
he  nor  Bo  other  man  ovKhl  to  Xm  armed  with  audi  unlimited  powcn.— Thai 
they  well  know  he  would  not  accepi  the  office^Tbat  \i  he  waa  trillin|[  lo  accept 
it.  be  WA»  belter  employed  at  the  licad  of  the  Amy  than  In  the  eseidte 
of  powers  whid)  wottld  reader  bin  odious  lo  the  people — ATter  a  lengthy 
diKomion  the  propmition  wu  negatived.— 

"  I  wmaprcMiUaltbbdlacusKion  and  couUeatilydlicorer  that  tbcpro|x»ltJoii 
wAi  not  rellihed  by  the  people.  Their  feelingn  ircre  o(  a  diScreat  character  ; 
had  Ibe  enemy  advanced  tbcy  would  have  riMa  in  masn  lo  repel  them.— 

**  1  commnnicaled  these  (act*  lo  you  sburtly  after  they  IooIe  place. — 
"  1  am  youn  moat  naoervly 

"Aacu:  Stuaet." 

■  Altered  to  "  we"  in  edition  of  \^%^%. 
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pressed  or  implied,  is  in  full  opposition  to  it.  Its  fundamental 
principle  is,  that  the  state  shall  be  governed  u  a  commonwealth. 
It  provides  a  republican  organization,  proscribes  under  the  name 
ot preragativt  the  exercise  of  all  powers  undefined  by  the  laws  ; 
places  on  this  basis  the  whole  system  of  our  laws  ;  and  by  con> 
solidating  them  together,  chooses  that  they  shall  be  left  to  stand 
or  fall  together,  never  [230]  providing  for  any  circumstances,  nor 
admitting  that  such  could  arise,  wherein  either  should  be  sus- 
pended ;  no,  not  for  a  moment  Our  antient  laws  expressly  de< 
clarc,  that  those  who  are  but  delegates  themselves  shall  not 
delegate  to  othem  powers  which  require  judgment  and  integrity 
in  their  exercise. — Or  was  this  proposition  moved  on  a  supposed 
right  in  the  movers,  of  abandoning  their  posts  in  a  moment  of 
distress  ?  The  same  laws  forbid  the  abandonment  of  thai  post, 
even  on  ordinary  occasions  :  and  much  more  a  transfer  of  their 
powers  into  other  bands  and  other  forms,  without  consulting  llie 
people.  They  never  admit  the  idea  that  these,  like  sheep  or 
cattle,  may  be  given  from  hand  to  hand  without  an  appeal  to  their 
own  will. — Was  it  from  the  necessity  of  Che  case?  Necessities 
which  dissolve  a  government,  do  not  convey  its  authority  to  an 
oligarchy  or  a  monarchy.  They  throw  back,  into  the  hands  of 
the  people,  the  powers  they  had  delegated,  and  leave  ihcm  aa 
individuals  to  shift  for  themselves.  A  leader  may  offer,  but  not 
impose  himself,  nor  be  imposed  on  them.  Much  less  can  their  ^ 
necks  be  submitted  to  his  sword,  their  breath  be  held  at  his 
will  or  caprice.  [131]  The  necessity  which  should  operate  these 
tremendous  effects  should  at  least  be  palpable  and  irresistible. 
Yet  in  both  instances,  where  it  was  feared,  or  pretended  with  us, 
it  was  belied  by  the  event.  It  was  belied,  too,  by  the  preceding 
experience  of  our  sister  states,  several  of  whom  hod  grappled 
through  greater  difficulties  without  abandoning  their  forms  of 
government.  When  the  proposition  was  first  made,  Massachusets 
had  found  even  the  government  of  committees  sufficient  to  carry 
them  through  .on  invasion.  But  we  at  the  time  of  that  proposi* 
tion,  were  under  no  invasion.  When  the  second  was  made,  there 
had  been  added  to  this  example  those  of  Rhode-Island,  New- 
York,  Ncw-Jcrsey,  and  Pennsylvania,  in  all  of  which  the  republi- 
can form  had  been  found  equal  to  the  task  of  carrying  ihem 


334 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


[178a 


through  tKe  severest  trials.  In  this  state  alone  did  there  exist  so 
little  virtue,  that  fear  was  to  be  fixed  in  the  hearts  of  the  people, 
and  to  become  the  motive  of  their  exertions,  and  the  principle  of 
their  government  ?  The  very  thought  alone  was  treason  against 
the  people  ;  was  treason  against  mankind  in  general  ;  as  rivetting 
forever  the  chains  which  how  down  (heir  necks,  by  gi-  [333]  ving 
to  their  oppressors  a  proof,  which  they  would  have  trumpeted 
through  the  universe,  of  the  Imbecility  of  republican  government, 
in  times  of  pressing  danger,  to  shield  them  from  harm.  I'hose 
who  assume  the  right  of  giving  away  the  reins  of  government  in 
anr  case,  must  he  sure  that  the  herd,  whom  they  hand  on  to  the 
rods  and  hatchet  of  the  dictator,  will  lay  their  necks  on  the  block 
when  he  shall  nod  to  them.  But  if  our  assemblies  supposed  such 
a  resignation  in  the  people,  1  hope  they  mistook  their  character. 
I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  government,  instead  of  being  braced 
and  invigorated  for  greater  exertions  under  their  difficulties, 
would  have  been  thrown  bark  upon  the  bungling  machiner)-  of 
county  committees  for  administration,  till  a  convention  could 
have  been  called,  and  its  wheels  again  set  into  regular  motion. 
What  a  cruel  moment  was  this  for  creating  such  an  embarrass- 
ment, for  putting  to  the  proof  the  attachment  of  our  country- 
men to  republican  government !  Those  who  meant  well,  of 
the  advocates  for  this  measure,  (and  most  of  them  meant  well, 
.for  1  know  them  personally,  bad  been  their  fellow-bbourert 
in  the  common  cause,  and  had  [333]  often  proved  the  purity 
of  their  principles,)  had  been  seduced  in  their  Judgment  by  the 
example  of  an  anticnt  republic,  whose  constitution  and  circum- 
stances  were  fund.imcn tally  different.  They  had  sought  this 
precedent  in  the  history  of  Rome,  where  atone  it  was  to  be  found, 
■nd  where  at  length,  too,  it  had  proved  fatal.  They  had  taken  it 
from  a  republic  rent  by  (he  most  bitter  factions  and  tumults, 
where  the  government  was  of  a  heavy-handed  unfeeling  aristoc* 
racy,  over  a  people  ferocious,  and  reiidercd  desperate  by  po%-erty 
and  wretchedness  ;  tumults  which  could  not  be  allayed  under  the 
most  tr)'ing  circumstances,  but  by  the  omnipotent  hand  of  a  single 
despot.  Their  constitution,  therefore,  allowed  a  temporary  tyrant 
to  be  erected,  under  the  name  of  a  Dictator  ;  and  that  temporary 
tyrant,  after  a  few  examples,  became  perpetual.     They  misap- 
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plied  this  precedent  to  a  people  mild  in  their  dispositions,  patient 
under  their  trial,  united  for  the  public  liberty,  and  atTectionate  to 
their  leaders.  But  if  from  the  constiiuiion  of  the  Roman  gov- 
ernment there  resulted  to  their  Senate  a  power  of  submitting  all 
their  rights  to  the  will  of  one  man,  does  it  follow  that  [334]  the 
assembly  of  Virginia  have  the  same  authority  ?  What  clause  in 
our  constitution  has  substituted  that  of  Rome,  by  way  of  residu- 
ary provision,  for  all  cases  not  otherwiic  provided  for?  Or  if 
they  may  step  ad  libitum  into  any  other  form  of  government  for 
precedents  to  rule  us  by,  for  what  oppression  may  not  a  pre- 
cedent be  found  in  this  world  of  the  bellum  omnium  in  omnia  ? 

'Searching  for  the  foundations  of  this  proposition,  I  can  find  none 
which  may  pretend  a  colour  of  right  or  reason,  but  the  defect  be- 
fore developed,  thai  there  being  no  barrier  between  the  legiUative, 
executive,  and  judiciary  departments,  the  legislature  may  seize 
the  whole  :  that  haWng  seized  it,  and  possessing  a  right  to  fix  their 
own  quorum,  they  may  reduce  that  quorum  to  one,  whom  ihcy 
may  call  a  chairman,  speaker,  dictator,  or  by  any  other  name  they 
please.— Our  situation  is  indeed  perilous,  and  I  hope  my  country- 
men will  be  sensible  of  it,  and  will  a])ply.  at  a  proper  scas^in,  the 
'  proper  remedy  ;  which  \a  a  convention  to  fix  the  constitution,  to 
amend  its  defects,  to  bind  up  the  several  branches  of  govern- 
ment by  certain  laws,  which,  when  they  transgress,  their  acts  shall 
[235]  become  nullities  ;  to  render  unnecessary  an  appeal  to  the 
people,  or  in  other  words  a  rebellion,  on  every  infraction  of  iheir 
rights,  on  the  peril  that  their  acquiescence  shall  be  construed  into 

^^n  intention  to  surrender  those  rights. 


QUERY  XIV. 

The  administration  of  justice  and  the  description  of  the  laws  f 

The  state  is  divided  into  counties.  In  every  county  are  appointed 
magistrates,  called  ju&tices  of  the  peace,  usually  from  eight  to 
thirty  or  forty  in  number,  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  county, 
of  the  most  discreet  and  honest  inhabitants.  They  arc  nominated 
by  their  fellows,  but  commissioned  by  the  governor,  and  act  with- 
out reward.  These  magistrates  have  jurisdiction  both  criminal  and 
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civiL  If  the  question  before  them  be  a  question  of  U«  only, 
they  decide  on  it  themselves  ;  but  if  it  be  a  fact,  or  of  fact  and 
law  combined,  it  must  he  referred  to  a  jury.  In  the  latter  case, 
of  a  combination  of  law  and  fact,  it  is  usual  for  the  jurors  to  de- 
cide [236]  the  fact,  and  to  refer  the  law  arising;  on  it  to  (he 
decision  of  the  judges.  But  this  division  of  the  subject  Ues  with 
their  discretion  only.  And  if  the  question  relate  to  any  point  of 
public  liberty,  or  if  it  be  one  of  those  io  which  the  judges  may  be 
suspected  of  bias,  the  jury  undertake  to  decide  both  law  and  fact. 
If  they  be  mistaken,  a  decision  against  right,  which  is  casual  only, 
is  less  dangerous  to  the  state,  and  less  afflicting  to  the  loser, 
than  one  which  makes  part  of  a  regular  and  uniform  system. 
In  truth,  it  is  better  to  toss  up  cross  and  pile  in  a  cause,  than 
to  refer  it  to  a  judge  whose  mind  is  warped  by  any  motive 
whatever,  in  that  particular  case.  Bui  the  common  sense  of 
twelve  honest  men  gives  still  a  better  chance  of  just  decision,, 
than  the  hazard  of  cross  and  pile.  These  judges  execute  their 
process  by  the  sheriff  or  coroner  of  the  county,  or  by  consta- 
bles of  their  own  appointment.  If  any  free  person  commit  an 
offence  against  the  commonwealth,  if  it  be  below  the  degree  of 
felony,  he  is  bound  by  a  justice  to  appear  before  their  court, 
to  answer  it  on  indictment  or  information.  If  it  amount  10 
felony,  he  is  committed  10  jail  ;  a  court  of  these  justices  [237} 
is  called  ;  if  they  on  examination  think  him  guilty,  they  send  him 
to  the  jail  of  the  general  court,  before  which  court  be  is  to  be 
tried  6rBt  by  a  grand  jury  of  34,  of  whom  tj  must  concur  in 
opinion ;  if  they  find  him  guilty,  he  ts  then  tried  by  a  jury  of  ti 
men  of  the  county  where  the  offence  was  committed,  and  by  their 
verdict,  which  must  be  unanimous,  he  is  acquitted  or  condemned 
without  appeal.  It  the  criminal  be  aslave,  the  trial  by  the  countjr 
court  is  final.  In  every  case,  however,  except  thai  of  high  treason, 
there  resides  in  the  governor  a  power  of  pardon.  In  high  treason 
the  pardon  can  only  Sow  from  the  general  assembly.  In  civil  mat- 
ters these  justices  have  jurisdiction  in  all  cases  of  whatever  value, 
not  apjjcrtaining  to  the  department  of  the  admiralty.  This 
jurisdiction  is  twofold.  If  the  matter  in  dispute  be  of  less  value 
than  4I  dollars,  a  single  member  may  try  it  at  any  lime  and  place 
within  his  county,  &od  may  award  execution  on  the  goods  of  the 
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party  casL  If  it  be  of  that  or  greater  value,  it  is  determin- 
able before  the  county  court,  which  consists  oE  four  at  the  least 
of  those  justices  and  assembles  at  the  court-house  of  the  county 
on  a  certain  day  [338]  in  every  month.  From  their  determination, 
if  the  matter  be  of  the  value  of  ten  pounds  sterling,  or  concern  the 
title  or  bounds  of  lands,  an  appeal  lies  to  one  of  the  superior 
courts. 

There  are  three  superior  courts,  to  wit,  the  high  court  of 
chancery,  the  general  court,  and  court  of  admiralty.  The  first 
and  second  of  these  receive  appeals  from  the  county  courts, 
and  also  have  original  jurisdiction,  where  the  subject  of  con- 
troversy is  of  the  value  of  ten  pounds  sterling,  or  where  it 
concerns  the  title  or  bounds  of  lands.  The  jurisdiction  of  the 
admiralty  is  original  altogether.  The  high  court  of  chancery  is 
composed  of  three  judges,  the  general  court  of  live,  and  the  court 
of  admiralty  of  three.  The  two  first  hold  their  sessions  at  Rich- 
mond at  stated  times,  the  chancery  twice  in  the  year,  and  the 
general  court  twice  for  business  civil  and  criminal,  and  twice  more 
for  criminal  only.  The  court  of  admiralty  sits  at  Williamsburg 
whenever  a  controversy  arises. 

There  is  one  supreme  court,  called  the  court  of  appeals,  com* 
posed  of  the  judges  of  the  three  superior  courts,  assembling 
twice  a  year  at  stated  times  at  Richmond.  This  court  [239] 
receives  appeals  in  all  civil  cases  from  each  of  the  superior 
courts,  and  determines  them  finally.  But  it  has  no  original  juris- 
diction. 

If  a  controversy  arise  between  two  foreigners  of  a  nation  in 
alliance  with  the  United  States,  it  is  decided  by  the  Consul  for 
their  State,  or,  if  both  parties  chusc  it,  by  the  ordinary  courts  of 
justice.  If  one  of  the  parties  only  be  such  a  foreigner,  it  is  triable 
before  the  courts  of  justice  of  the  country.  But  if  it  shall  have 
been  in9>titiitcd  in  a  county  court,  the  foreigner  may  remove  it 
into  the  general  court,  or  court  of  chancery,  who  are  to  determine 
it  at  their  first  sessions,  as  they  must  also  do  if  it  be  originally 
commenced  before  them.  In  cases  of  life  and  death,  such  for- 
eigners have  a  right  to  be  tried  by  a  jurr,  the  one-half  foreigners, 
the  other  natives.  * 

All  public  accounU  are  settled  with  a  board  of  auditors,  con- 
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sisting  of  three  members  appointed  by  the  general  assembly,  any 
iwo  of  whom  may  act.  But  an  individual,  dissatisfied  with  the 
determination  of  that  board,  may  carry  his  case  into  the  proper 
superior  conrt,     [340} 

A  description  of  the  laws. 

The  general  assembly  was  constituted,  as  has  been  already 
shown,  by  letters-patent  of  March  the  9th,  1607,  in  the  4th  year  of 
the  reign  of  James  the  first.  The  laws  of  England  seem  to  have 
been  adopted  by  consent  of  the  settlers,  which  might  easily 
enough  be  done  whilst  they  were  few  and  hving  all  logelher.  Of 
such  adoption,  however,  we  have  no  other  proof  than  lUeir  prac- 
tice till  the  year  1661,  when  they  were  expressly  adopted  by  an 
act  of  the  assembly,  except  so  far  as  'a  difference  of  condition ' 
rendered  ihcm  inapplicable.  Under  this  adoption,  the  rule,  in 
our  courts  of  judicature  was,  thai  the  common  taw  of  England, 
and  the  genera)  statutes  previous  to  the  4lh  of  James,  were  in 
force  here  ;  but  that  no  subsc(|uenl  statutes  were,  unless  we  were 
named  in  them,  said  the  judges  and  other  partisans  of  the  crown, 
bat  named  or  not  named,  said  those  who  reflected  Irecly.  It  will 
be  unnecessary  to  attempt  a  description  of  the  laws  of  England, 
as  Llial  may  be  found  in  Rngli&h  publications.  To  those  which 
were  established  here,  by  the  Adoption  of  the  legislature,  have 
been  since  added  a  number  of  [241]  acts  of  assembly  passed 
during  the  monarchy,  and  ordinances  of  convention  and  acts  of 
assembly  enacted  since  the  establishment  of  the  republic.  The 
following  variations  from  the  British  model  are  perhaps  worthy 
of  being  specified : 

Debtors  tinable  to  pay  their  debts,  and  making  faithful  delivery 
of  their  whole  effects,  are  released  from  confinement,  and  their 
persons  forever  discharged  from  restraint  forsuch  previousdebts : 
but  any  property  they  may  afterwards  acquire  will  be  subject  to 
their  creditors. 

The  poor,  unable  to  support  themselves,  are  maintained  by  an 
assessment  on  the  tithcable  persons  in  their  parish.  This  assess- 
ment is  levied  and  administered  by  twelve  persons  in  each  parish, 
called  vestrymen,  originally  chosen  by  the  housekeepers  of  the 
parish,  but  afterwards  filling  vacancies  in  their  own  body  by  their 
own  choice      These  are  usually  the  most  discreet  farmers,  %o  dis* 


'iributed  through  their  parish,  that  every  part  of  it  may  be  under 
the  tramediatc  eye  of  some  one  of  them.  They  are  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  details  and  oeconomy  of  private  life,  and  they 
find  sufficient  inducements  to  execute  [243]  their  charge  well,  in 
their  phiLanihropy,  tn  the  approbation  of  their  neighbors,  and  the 
dtsitnction  wliich  that  gives  them.  The  pour  who  have  neither 
property,  friends,  nor  strength  to  labour,  are  boarded  in  the 
houses  of  good  farmers,  to  whom  a  stipulated  sum  is  annually 
paid.  To  those  who  are  able  to  help  themselves  a  little,  or  have 
friends  from  whom  they  derive  some  succours,  inadequate  how* 
^'er  to  their  full  maintenance,  supplementary  aids  are  given 
which  enable  ihem  to  live  comfonably  in  their  own  houses,  or  in 
the  houses  of  their  friends.  Vagabonds  vrithout  visible  property 
or  vacation,  are  placed  in  work  houses,  where  ihey  are  nell 
clothed,  fed,  lodged,  and  made  to  labour.  Kearly  the  same 
method  of  providing  for  the  poor  prevails  through  all  our  stales ; 
and  from  Savannah  to  Ponsmouth  you  will  seldom  meet  a  beg- 

Igar.  In  the  larger  iowds,  indeed,  they  sometime^  present  them- 
telves.  These  are  usually  foreigners,  who  have  never  obtained  a 
settlement  in  any  parish.  I  never  yet  saw  a  native  American 
l>cgSi"g  in  th^  streets  or  highways.     A  subsistence  is  easily  gained 

[here  r  and  if,  by  misfortunes,  they  arc  thrown  on  the  charities  of 
the  world,  those  provided  by  their  own  country  are  so  comfort- 
able and  so  certain,  [243]  that  they  never  think  of  relioquishiag 
them  to  become  strolling  beggars.  Their  situalioo  loo,  when 
sick,  in  the  family  of  a  good  farmer,  where  ever>'  member  i% 
emulous  to  do  them  kind  offices,  where  they  arc  mitcd  by  all  the 
neighbors,  who  bring  them  the  little  rarities  which  iheir  sickly 
appetites  may  crave,  and  who  take  by  rotation  the  nightly  watch 
over  them,  when  their  condition  requires  it,  is  without  comparison 
belter  than  in  a  general  hospital,  where  the  sick,  the  dying  and 
the  dead  are  crammed  together  in  the  same  rooms,  and  often  in 
the  same  beds.  The  disadvantages,  inseparable  from  general 
hospitals,  are  such  as  can  never  be  counterpoised  by  all  the  regu- 
larities of  medicine  and  regimen.  Nature  and  kind  nursing  save 
a  much  greater  proportion  in  our  plain  way,  at  a  smaller  expense 
and  with  less  abuse.  One  branch  only  of  hospital  institution  is 
wanting  with  us  ;  that  is  a  general  establishment  for  those  labor- 


ing  under  difficult  cases  of  chintrgery.  The  aids  of  this  art  are 
DOI  equivocal.  But  an  able  cbinirgeon  cannot  be  had  in  ever)' 
parish.  Such  a  receptacle  ihould  therefore  be  provided  for  those 
patients:  but  no  others  should  be  admitted.     [344] 

Marriages  must  be  solemnized  cither  on  special  licence,  granted 
by  the  first  magistrate  of  the  county,  on  proof  of  the  consent  of 
the  parent  or  guardian  of  either  party  under  age,  or  after  solemn 
publication,  on  three  several  Sundays,  at  some  place  of  religious 
worship,  in  the  parishes  where  the  parties  reside.  The  act  of 
solemnization  may  be  by  the  minister  of  any  society  of  christians, 
who  shall  have  been  previously  licensed  for  this  purpose  by  the 
court  of  the  couniy.  Quakers  and  Menontsts  however  are 
exempted  from  all  these  conditions,  and  marriage  among  them  is 
to  be  solemnized  by  the  society  itself. 

A  foreigner  of  any  nation,  not  in  open  war  with  us,  becomes 
naturalized  by  removing  to  the  state  to  reside,  and  taking  an 
oath  of  6deliiy  :  and  thereupon  acquires  every  right  of  a  native 
citizen :  and  citizens  may  divest  themselves  of  that  character, 
by  declaring,  by  solemn  deed,  or  in  open  court,  that  they  mean  to 
expatriate  themselves,  and  no  longer  to  be  citizens  of  this  state. 

Conveyances  of  land  raust  be  registered  in  the  court  of  the 
county  wherein  they  lie,  or  in  the  general  court,  or  they  are  void, 
[345]  as  to  creditors,  and  subsequent  purchasers. 

Slaves  pass  by  descent  and  dower  as  lands  do.  \^^ere  the  de- 
scent is  from  a  parent,  the  heir  is  botind  to  pay  an  equal  share  of 
their  value  in  money  to  each  of  his  brothers  and  sisters. 

Slaves,  as  well  as  lands,  were  entailable  during  the  monarchy  ; 
but,  by  an  act  of  the  first  republican  assembly,  all  donees  in  tail, 
present  and  future,  were  vested  with  the  absolute  dominion  of  the 
entailed  subject. 

Bills  of  exchange,  being  protested,  carry  10  percent,  interest 
from  their  date. 

No  person  ts  allowed,  in  any  other  case,  to  take  more  than  live 
per  centum  per  annum  simple  interest  for  the  loan  of  moneys. 

Gaming  debts  are  made  vuid,  and  monies  actually  paid  to  dis- 
cbarge sQch  debts  (if  they  exceed  40  shillings)  may  be  recovered 
by  the  payer  within  three  months,  oc  by  any  other  person  after- 
wards. 
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Tobacco,  flour,  beef,  pork,  ur,  pitch,  and  turpentine  must  be 
inspected  by  persons  publiccly  appointed  before  they  can  be 
exported.  [346] 

The  erecting  iron-works  and  mills  is  encouraged  by  many 
privileges ;  with  necessary  cautions  however  to  prevent  thetrdams 
from  obstructing  the  navigation  of  the  water  courses.  The 
general  assembly  have  on  several  occasions  shewn  a  great  desire 
to  encourage  the  opening  the  great  falls  of  James  and  Paiowmac 
rivers.     As  yet,  however,  neither  of  these  have  been  effected. 

The  laws  have  also  descended  to  the  preservation  and  improve- 
ment of  the  races  of  useful  animals,  such  as  horses,  cattle,  deer; 
to  the  extirpation  of  those  which  are  noxious,  as  wolves,  squir* 
rels,  crows,  blackbirds  ;  and  to  the  guarding  our  citizens  against 
infectious  disorders,  by  obliging  suspected  vessels  coming  into 
the  state,  to  perform  quarantine,  and  by  regulating  the  conduct 
of  persons  having  such  disorders  within  the  state. 

The  mode  of  acquiring  lands,  in  the  earliest  times  of  our  settle- 
ment, was  by  petition  to  the  general  assembly.  If  the  lands 
prayed  for  were  already  cleared  of  the  Indian  title,  and  the  as- 
sembly thought  the  prayer  reasonable,  they  passed  the  property 
by  their  vote  to  the  petitioner.  But  if  they  had  not  yet  been 
ceded  by  the  Indians,  it  was  neces*  [347]  sary  that  the  petitioner 
should  prcMOUsly  purchase  their  right.  This  purchase  the  as- 
sembly verified,  by  enquries  of  the  Indian  proprietors  ;  and  being 
satisfied  of  its  reality  and  fairness,  proceeded  funher  to  examine 
the  reasonableness  of  Ihe  petition,  and  its  consistence  with  policy ; 
and  according  to  the  result,  either  granted  or  rejected  the  petition. 
The  company  also  sometimes,  though  very  rarely,  granted  lands, 
independently  of  the  general  assembly.  As  the  colony  increased, 
and  individual  applications  for  land  multiplied,  it  was  found 
to  give  too  much  occupation  to  the  general  assembly  to  inquire 
into  and  execute  the  grant  in  every  special  case.  They  therefore 
thought  it  better  to  establish  general  rules,  according  to  which 
all  grants  should  be  made,  and  to  leave  to  the  governor  the 
execution  of  them,  under  these  rules.  This  they  did  by  what 
have  been  usually  called  the  land  taws,  amending  ihem  from  time 
to  rime,  as  their  defects  were  developed.      According  to  these 

laws,  when  an  individual  wished  a  portion  of  unapptopriated  land, 
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he  was  (o  locate  and  survey  it  by  a  pablic  officer,  appointed 
for  that  purpose  :  Its  breadth  was  to  bear  a  ceruin  pro-  [748] 
portion  to  its  length  :  the  grant  was  to  be  executed  by  the  gov- 
emor:  and  the  lands  were  to  be  improved  in  a  certain  manner, 
within  a  ({iven  time.  From  these  regulations  there  resulted  to 
the  state  a  sole  and  exclusive  power  of  talcing  conveyances  of 
the  Indian  right  of  soil ;  since,  according  to  them  an  Indian  con- 
veyance alone  could  give  no  right  10  an  individual,  which  the 
laws  would  acknowledge.  The  sute,  or  the  crown,  thereafter, 
nude  general  purchases  of  the  Indians  from  time  to  time,  and 
the  governor  parcelled  them  out  by  special  grants,  conformed 
to  the  rules  before  described,  which  it  was  not  in  his  power,  or 
in  that  of  the  crown,  to  dispense  with.  Grants,  unaccompanied 
by  their  proper  legal  circumstances,  were  set  aside  rcRularly  by 
uirt  faaat,  or  by  bill  in  Chancery.  Since  the  establishment 
of  our  new  government,  this  order  of  things  is  but  little  changed. 
An  individual,  wishing  to  appropriate  to  himself  lands  still  unap- 
propriated by  any  other,  pays  to  the  public  treasurer  a  sum  of 
money  proportioned  to  the  quantity  he  wants.  He  carries  the 
treasurer's  receipt  to  the  auditors  of  public  accompts,  who  there- 
upon debit  the  treasurer  [349]  with  the  sum,  and  order  the 
register  of  the  land-ofiice  to  give  the  party  a  warrant  for  his  land. 
With  this  warrant  from  the  register,  he  goes  to  the  surveyor  of 
the  cotinty  where  the  land  lies  on  which  he  has  cast  his  eye.  The 
Surveyor  lays  il  off  for  him,  gives  him  its  exact  description,  in 
the  form  of  a  cenificate,  which  certificate  he  returns  to  the  land- 
of&ce,  where  a  grant  is  made  out,  and  is  signed  by  the  governor. 
This  vests  in  him  a  perfect  dominion  in  his  lands,  transniisbible 
to  whom  he  pleases  by  deed  or  will,  or  by  descent  to  his  heirs,  if 
he  die  intestate. 

Many  of  the  laws  which  were  in  force  during  the  monarchy 
being  relative  merely  to  that  form  of  government,  or  inculcating 
principles  inconsistent  with  republicanism,  the  &rst  assembly 
which  met  after  the  establishment  of  the  commonwealth,  ap- 
pointed a  rjjmroiitee  to  revi^  the  whole  code,  to  reduce  It  into 
proper  form  and  volutue,  and  report  it  to  the  assembly.  This 
Work  has  been  executed  by  three  gentlemen,  and  reported ;  but 
probably  will  not  be  taken  up  till   a  restoration  of  peace  shall 


i78aj 


THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 


»43 


leave  [350]  to  the  legislature  leisure  to  go  through  such  a  work.* 

The  plan  of  the  revisal  was  this.  The  common  law  of  Eng- 
land, by  which  Is  meant  that  part  of  the  English  law  which  was 
anterior  to  the  date  of  the  oldest  statutes  extant,  is  made  the 
basis  of  the  work.  It  was  thought  dangerous  to  attempt  to 
reduce  it  to  3  text :  it  was  therefore  left  to  be  collected  from  the 
usual  monuments  of  it.  Necessarr  alterations  in  that,  and  so 
much  of  the  whole  body  of  the  British  statutes,  and  of  acts  of 
assembly,  as  were  thought  proper  to  be  relaioed,  were  digested 
into  196  new  acts,  in  which  simplicity  of  style  was  aimed  at,  as 
far  as  was  safe.  The  following  arc  the  most  remarkable  altera- 
tions proposed  : 

To  change  the  rules  of  descent,  so  as  that  the  lands  of  any 
person  dying  intestate  shall  be  divisible  equally  among  all  his 
children,  or  other  representaiives,  in  equal  degree. 

To  make  slaves  distributable  among  the  next  of  kin,  as  other 
movables. 

To  have  all  public  expences,  whether  of  the  general  treasury, 
or  of  a  parish  or  county,  (as  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor, 
building  bridges,  court-houses,  &c.,)  supplied  by  as-  [251]  sess- 
ments  on  the  citizens,  iu  proportion  to  their  property. 

To  hire  undertakers  for  keeping  the  public  roads  in  repair, 
and  indemnify  individuals  through  whose  lands  new  roads  shall 
be  opened. 

To  define  with  precision  the  rules  whereby  aliens  should  be* 
come  citizens,  and  citizens  make  themselves  aliens. 

To  establish  religious  freedom  on  the  broadest  bottom. 

To  emancipate  all  slaves  born  after  passing  the  act.  The 
bill  reported  by  the  revisers  does  not  itself  conlain  this  proposi- 
tion ;  but  an  amendment  containing  it  was  prepared,  to  be  offered 
to  the  legislature  whenever  the  bill  should  be  taken  up,  and 
further  directing,  that  they  should  continue  with  their  parents  to 
a  certain  age,  then  be  brought  up,  at  the  public  cxi>ence.  to 
tillage,  arts,  or  sciences,  according  to  their  gcniu&ses,  till  the 
feiTules  should  be  eighteen,  and  the  males  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  when  they  should  be  colonued  to  sttch  place  as  tbe  circum- 

'  Thin  it  the  ffffttrt  a/  t^t  Rnriiort,  pcep«ml  by  JcBctmh.  Wjrthc,  >ad 
PcBcllctoo,  and  reported  to  the  IcKuUlurc  /unc  i3,  1779. 


J 


»44 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


[ij8s 


ttancei  of  the  time  should  render  most  proper,  sending  them  out 
with  arms,  implements  of  houshotd  and  of  the  handicraft  arts, 
seeds,  pairs  of  the  [25a]  useful  domestic  animals,  &c.  to  declare 
them  a  free  and  indcpendant  people,  and  extend  to  them  oar 
alliance  and  proleciion,  tilt  they  shall  have  acquired  strength  ;  and 
to  send  vessels  at  the  same  time  to  other  parts  of  the  world  for 
an  equal  number  of  white  inhabitants  ;  to  induce  whom  to  migrate 
hither,  proper  encouragements  were  to  be  proposed.  It  will 
probably  be  asked,  Why  not  retain  and  incorporate  the  blacks 
into  the  state,  and  thus  save  the  expence  of  supplying  by  impor- 
tation of  white  settlers,  the  vacancies  they  will  leave?  Deep 
rooted  prejudices  entertained  by  the  whites  ;  ten  thousand  recol- 
lections, by  the  blacks,  of  the  injuries  they  have  sustained  ;  neir 
provocations  ;  the  real  distinctions  which  nature  has  made ;  and 
many  other  circumstances  will  divide  us  into  parties,  and  produce 
convulsions,  which  will  probably  never  end  but  to  the  extermina- 
tion of  the  one  or  the  other  race- — To  these  objections,  which  are 
political,  may  be  added  others,  which  are  physical  and  moraL 
The  first  difference  which  strikes  us  is  that  of  colour.  Whether 
the  black  of  the  negro  resides  in  the  reticular  membrane  between 
the  skin  and  scarf  skin,  or  in  the  scarfskin  itself;  [»S5]  whether  it 
proceedi  from  the  colour  of  the  blooil,  the  colour  of  the  bile,  or 
from  that  of  some  other  secretion,  the  difference  is  fixed  io 
nature,  and  is  as  real  »  if  its  seat  and  cause  were  better  known 
to  us.  And  is  this  difference  of  no  importance?  Is  it  not  the 
foundation  of  a  greater  or  less  share  of  beauty  in  the  (wo  races  > 
Are  noi  the  fine  mixtures  of  red  and  white,  the  expressions  of 
every  passion  by  greater  or  less  suffusions  of  colour  in  the  one, 
preferable  to  that  eternal  monotony,  which  reigns  in  the  counte* 
nances,  that  immovable  veil  of  black  which  covers  all  the  emotioni 
of  the  other  race  ?  Add  to  these,  flowing  hair,  a  more  elegant 
symmetry  of  form,  their  own  judgment  in  favour  of  the  whites, 
declared  by  their  preference  of  them  as  uniformly  as  is  the  pref- 
erence of  the  Oran  ootan  for  the  black  woman  over  those  of  his 
own  species.  The  circumstance  of  superior  beauty,  is  thought 
worthy  attention  in  the  propagation  of  our  horses,  dogs,  and 
other  domestic  animals  ;  why  not  in  that  of  man  ?  Besides  those 
of  colour,  figure,  and  hair,  there  are  other  physical  distinctions 
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proving  a  difference  of  race.  They  have  less  hair  on  the  face 
and  body.  They  secrete  [454]  less  by  the  ktdnics,  and  more  by 
the  glands  of  the  skin,  which  gives  them  a  very  strong  and  dis- 
agreeable odour.  This  greater  degree  of  transpiration,  renders 
them  more  tolerant  of  heat,  and  less  so  of  cold  than  the  whites. 
Perhaps  too  a  difference  of  structure  in  the  pulmonary  apparatus, 
which  a  late  ingenious '  experimencalist  has  discovered  to  be  the 
principal  regulator  of  animal  heat,  may  have  disabled  them  from 
extricating,  in  the  act  of  inspiration,  so  much  of  that  fluid  from 
the  outer  air,  or  obliged  thero  in  expiration,  to  part  with  more  of 
it.  They  seem  to  require  less  sleep.  A  black  after  hard  labour 
through  the  day,  will  be  induced  hy  the  slightest  amusements  to 
sit  up  till  midnight  or  later,  though  knowing  he  roust  be  out  with 
the  first  dawn  of  the  rooming.  They  arc  at  least  as  brave,  and  more 
adventuresome.  But  this  may  perhaps  proceed  from  a  want  of 
forethought,  which  prevents  their  seeing  a  danger  till  it  be 
present.  When  present,  they  do  not  go  through  it  with  more 
coolness  or  ste3-[355]  dincss  than  the  whites.  They  are  more 
ardent  after  their  female ;  but  love  seems  with  them  to  be  more 
an  eager  desire,  than  a  tender  delicate  mixture  of  sentiment  and 
sensation.  Their  griefs  arc  transient.  Those  numberless  afflic- 
tions, which  render  it  doubtful  whether  heaven  has  given  life  to 
as  in  mercy  or  in  wrath,  are  less  felt,  and  sooner  forgotten  with 
them.  In  general,  their  existence  appears  to  participate  more  of 
sensation  than  reflection.  To  this  must  be  ascribed  their  dispo- 
sition to  sleep  when  abstracted  from  their  diversions,  and  unem* 
ployed  in  labour.  An  animal  whose  body  is  at  rest,  and  who  does 
not  reflect,  must  be  disposed  to  sleep  of  course.  Comparing 
them  by  their  faculties  of  memory,  reason,  and  imagination,  it 
appears  to  me  that  in  memor>'  they  are  equal  to  the  whites; 
in  reason  much  inferior,  as  I  think  one  could  scarcely  be  found 
capable  of  tracing  and  comprehending  the  investigations  of 
Euclid  :  and  that  in  imagination  they  are  dull,  tasteless,  and  anom- 
alous. It  would  be  unfair  to  follow  them  to  Africa  for  this 
investigation.  Wcwill  consider  them  here,  on  the  same  stage  with 
the  whites,  and  where  ihe  facts  are  not  apochryphal  on  which  a 
judgment  is  to  be  [156]  formed.  It  will  be  right  to  make  great 
'Cnwrort-— r.  7. 
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aflswaaces  for  ehe  <fiffeieiice  o£  coa^ljoil,  of  educadon.  of  eoo- 
versaciofi,  o<  tfac  spltere  at  wbtch  tbe*  owve.  Manv  miUioos  of 
dK»  lia»e  beea  brovgbt  to^  *ad  bom  in  AmencA.  Most  a<  them. 
Meed,  have  becB  ooafincd  ea  aliases  to  their  owa  bases  aad  their 
(MTU  wcicty :  jet  wmKf^tB^  been  la  aftuawd^  that  theyaugjit  have 
sntled  themwlns  of  Ae  Louitfiiiiaa  of  ih«tr  ■anen ;  naay 
havs  bera  hwjin^  up  la  iW  haademft  sli^  and  tem  tluc  cir- 
coDutaace  have  alvafs  b«n  JMOciaDtd.  wtxfi  the  wbitca.  SooM 
have  been  liberally  educated,  sad  >S  kne  Utcd  is  coa&inet 
wbere  the  ans  and  »ctgnc<s  af«  cttltmtfed  to  a  cooaidenble 
dtgpcc,  and  have  had  before  their  eyes  samplei  of  the  be«l 
wnrfai  fron  abroad.  The  Indian^  with  ao  advantages  of  this 
kind,  will  often  canre  ignres  oo  cbeir  pqMS  not  desticaie  of  de* 
«gn  aad  Mem.  Hwf  will  aafoa  on  an  aaioial^  a  plaaCt  or  a 
eoamry,  •■>  aa  to  pnm  the  eiMCepce  of  a  gem  ^  iheit  audi 
which  oaLf  wanu  coliiratiaa.  The*  ascooich  yoa  with  strokes 
of  (he  moa  suUmie  oratory  ;  soch  a»  prove  Uwix  reasoa  and 
•cntimcnt  Btrong,  tbeir  [157]  iiaaynafiou  gfowing  and  elevated. 
Bnt  aever  jret  could  1  fiiMl  that  a  blade  had  ottered  a  thoaght 
above  the  level  of  plain  narration  ;  neverseeaevCD  aaelemestary 
trait  of  painting  or  Kulpiure.  lo  mosic  thcf  are  more  generallf 
gifted  than  the  whites,  with  accnrale  ean  for  tvae  aod  time, 
and  they  have  been  found  capable  of  imagining  a  small  catch.' 
Whether  ihcy  will  be  ecjual  lo  the  coniposition  of  a  more  eaieo- 
tive  run  of  mtrlody,  or  of  complicated  harmony,  is  yet  to  be 
prfived.  Miwry  is  odcn  tbe  parent  of  the  most  affecting  touches 
In  poetry, — Among  ihe  blacks  ii  misery  enough,  Cod  kno»-s.  but 
no  pf>nry,  l-ovc  it  the  peculiar  cestrum  of  the  poet.  Their  love 
It  afdeor,  but  it  kindle*  the  senses  only,  not  the  im.ogi nation. 
Religion,  Indeed,  has  produced  a  Phyllis  Uliately  * ;  but  it  could 
not  produce  npoet.  The  roraposilions  published  under  her  name 
art  bsJuw  the  dignity  of  criticism.    The  heroes  of  the  Ounciad 

■  The  (ulraiMnl  profvr  to  tbtai  U  tb«  BanlKT,  which  Ih«r  broogfal  Ulbcr 
from  AMra.  ■■•!  which  U  Uw  od|0iial  of  Uw  Kulur,  iu  cbonl^  being  precisdr 
Ikt  IwiT  l'"»rt '  InwiI*  wf  III*  ipiliu. —  T.  y. 

*  I'Mllla  Wlicailvjr,  Muiliof  til  a  numtxr  of  poMns.  ptibUthed  u  different  time*. 
•-'>ii>  III  wltii)i«rnr  ti)ll»L-tiir|  Into «  volume, pahUtbed  In  l>ondoiilni;73,  whidt 
!>•»  itivn  Mtiral  llaiM  ie|<riBU(l.     Sm  AlHk«m  and  Grtgtirt. 


«7«»] 


THOMAS  JSFFERSON. 


347 


are  to  her,  as  Hercules  to  the  author  of  that  poem.  Igna-[a58]  tius 
Sancho '  has  approached  nearer  to  merit  in  composition  ;  yet  his 
letters  do  more  honour  to  the  heart  than  the  head.  They  breathe 
the  purest  effusions  of  friendship  and  general  philanthropy,  and 
show  how  great  a  degree  of  the  latter  may  be  compounded  with 
strong  religious  zeal.  He  is  often  happy  tn  the  turn  of  his  com- 
pliments, and  his  style  is  easy  and  familiar,  except  when  he  affects 
a  Shandcan  fabricaiion  of  words.  But  his  imagination  is  wild 
and  extravagant,  escapes  incessantly  from  every  restraint  of 
reason  and  taste,  and,  in  the  course  of  its  vagaries,  leaves  a  tract 
of  thought  as  incoherent  and  eccentric,  as  is  the  course  of  a 
meteor  through  the  sky.  His  subjects  should  often  have  led  him 
to  a  process  of  sober  reasoning  ;  yei  we  find  him  always  sub- 
stituting t^ntiment  for  demonstration.  Upon  the  whole,  though 
we  admit  him  to  the  first  place  among  those  of  his  own  color  who 
have  presented  themselves  to  the  public  judgment,  yet  when  we 
compare  him  with  the  writers  of  the  race  among  whom  he  lived 
and  particularly  with  the  epistolary  class  in  which  be  has  taken 
his  own  stand,  we  are  compelled  to  enrol  him  at  the  bottom  of 
the  column.  [259]  This  criticism  supposes  the  letters  published 
under  his  name  to  be  genuine,  and  to  have  received  amendment 
from  DO  other  hand  :  points  which  would  not  be  of  easy  investiga- 
tion. The  improvement  of  the  blacks  in  body  and  mind,  in  the 
first  instance  of  their  mixture  with  the  whites,  has  been  observed 
by  every  one,  and  proves  that  their  inferiority  is  not  the  effect 
merely  of  their  condition  of  life.  We  know  that  among  the 
Romans,  about  the  Augustan  age  especially,  the  condition  of 
their  slaves  was  much  more  deplorable  than  that  of  the  blacks  on 
the  continent  of  America.  The  two  sexes  were  confined  in  sepa- 
rate apartments,  because  to  raise  a  child  cost  the  master  more 
than  to  buy  one.  Cato,  for  a  very  restricted  indulgence  to  his 
slaves  in  this  particular,*  took  from  them  a  certain  price.     But  in 

'  Bom  in  17390B  «  ilt*nliip,  and  amidcal  formftDjjmniD  Cagbnd.  His 
Lrtiert,  wilk  JVemoin  of  kii  Life,  were  publkhet)  in  London  in  iwo  votamc*. 
in  17S3.  Some  accoant  of  him,  with  ■  rcpljr  to  Jcffenoo't  criticum  of  his 
letters,  ii  ftTcn  in  H.  GrcgMrc's  Em^uiry  tgnctmimg  .  .  .  Ntgrtti.  Srvok' 
tyn :  1810.  p.  237. 

*  Ta%  JaA««s  iTa%ev  ufa6tiev»  vofiUfiarof  ifitAtir  rati  dtfiamatrtiv. 
— riutarch.    Clio.— y.  7. 
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this  country  the  dares  multiply  u  fast  as  the  free  inhabitanu. 
Their  siluatioD  aad  mancers  place  the  comiiiercc  between  the 
tiro  Kxe»  almost  without  rcstrotai.— {260]  The  same  Cato,  on  a 
pfiociple  of  economy,  always  sold  his  sick  and  supcranouaied 
slaves.  He  gives  it  as  a  sUnding  precept  to  a  master  visiiinj;  his 
farm,  to  sell  his  old  oxen,  old  waggons,  old  tools,  old  and  diseased 
servants,  and  everything  else  become  useless.  *  Vendat  boves 
velulos,  plaustnira  vctus,  fcramenta  Vetera,  servumsenem,  fiervum 
norbosum,  si  quid  aliud  supersit  veodat.'  Cato  de  re  ruHici, 
G.  a.  The  American  slaves  cannot  enumerate  this  among  the 
injaries  and  insults  they  receive.  It  was  the  common  practice  to 
expose  in  tlie  tsLand  .-Esculapiufr,  in  ihe  Tyber.  diseased  slaves 
whose  cure  was  like  to  become  tedious.'  The  Emperor  Claudius, 
by  an  edict,  gave  freedom  to  such  of  them  as  should  recover,  and 
first  declared  that  if  any  person  chose  to  kill  rather  than  to 
expose  them,  it  should  be  deemed  homicide.  The  exposing 
them  is  a  crime  of  which  no  instance  has  existed  with  us ;  and 
were  it  to  be  followed  by  death,  it  would  be  punished  capitally. 
We  are  told  of  a  certain  Vedius  Pullio,  who,  in  the  presence  of 
Augustus,  would  have  given  a  slave  as  food  to  bis  6sh,  for  hanng 
broken  a  glass.'  With  the  Romans,  the  regular  method  of 
t3k-[26i]  ing  the  evidence  of  their  slaves  was  under  lorture. 
Here  it  has  been  thought  better  never  to  resort  to  Iheir  e%'idence. 
When  a  master  was  murdered,  all  his  slaves,  in  the  same  house, 
or  within  hearing,  were  condemned  to  death.  Here  punishment 
falls  on  the  guilty  only,  and  as  precise  proof  is  required  against 
turn  as  against  a  freeman.  Yet  notwithsunding  these  and  other 
discouraging  circumstances  among  the  Romans,  their  slaves  were 
ofien  their  rarest  artist&.  They  excelled  too  in  science,  insomuch 
as  to  be  usually  employed  as  tutors  to  their  master's  children. 
Epicietuft,'  Terence,  and  Phaedrus,  were  slaves.  But  they  were  of 
the  race  of  whites.  Ii  is  not  their  condition  then,  but  nature, 
which  has  produced  the  distinction. — Whether  further  observa- 


'SuM.  ck«d.  35.-r.  y. 

*  **  Seneca  de  tn.  L,  3.  40  :  dc  Cl«a>entia  I 
Ntu  in  titiHim  ■»/  /Jy. 

*  In  ihe  cdhion  ol  1853  tl>c  name*  of  Dtogene 
lhl>  potnl. 


Xiphil.  Aug.,  p.  76" — 


and  riunloD  arc  ioMriCil  at 
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lion  will  or  will  not  verify  the  conjecture,  that  nature  has  been 
less  boontiful  to  them  in  the  endowments  of  the  head,  I  believe 
that  in  those  of  the  heart  she  will  be  found  to  have  done  them 
justice.  That  disposition  to  theft  with  which  they  have  been 
branded,  must  be  ascribed  to  their  situation,  and  not  to  anf 
depravity  of  the  moral  sense.  The  man  in  whose  favour  no  laws 
of  property  exist,  probably  feels  himself  less  [36a]  bound  10 
respect  those  made  in  favour  of  others.  When  arguing  for  our> 
selves,  we  lay  it  down  as  a  fundamental,  that  laws,  to  be  just, 
must  give  a  reciprocation  of  right  :  that,  without  this,  they  are 
mere  arbitrary  nites  of  conduct,  founded  in  force,  and  not  in 
conscience  ;  and  it  is  s  problem  which  1  give  to  the  master  to 
solve,  whether  the  relijiious  precepts  against  the  violation  of 
properly  were  not  framed  for  him  as  well  as  his  slave?  And 
whether  the  slave  may  not  as  justifiably  take  a  little  from  one  who 
has  taken  all  from  him,  as  he  may  slay  one  who  would  slay  htm  ? 
That  a  change  in  the  relations  in  which  a  man  is  placed  should 
change  his  ideas  of  moral  right  and  wrong,  is  neither  new.  oor 
peculiar  to  the  colour  of  the  blacks.  Homer  tells  us  it  was  so 
a6oo  years  ago. 

'Hm^Ov,  yap  r'  atHTtfi  anoaivvrat  evpvowa  Ziv 
'A^rtpaf,  evr'  ar  fdtr  Kara  SovXtov  ^fiap  iXifitv. 

-Od.  17.  333. 
Jore  fii'd  it  ccftain,  that  whaiererday 
Makca  aifta  a  klave.  take*  half  hta  worth  awsy. 

But  the  slaves  of  which  Homer  speaks  were  whites.  Notwith- 
standing these  considerations  which  must  weaken  their  respect 
for  the  laws  of  property,  we  find  among  them  numerous  [163] 
instances  of  the  most  rigid  integrity,  and  as  many  as  among  their 
better  instructed  masters,  of  benevolence,  gratitude,  and  un- 
shaken fidelity.  The  opinion  that  they  are  inferior  in  the  fac- 
ulties of  reason  and  imagination,  must  be  hazarded  with  great 
diffidence.  To  justify  a  general  conclusion,  requires  many  ob- 
servations, o-cn  where  the  subject  may  be  submitted  to  the 
Anatomical  knife,  to  Optical  glasses,  to  analysis  by  6re  or  by 
solvents.  How  much  more  then  where  tt  is  a  faculty,  not  a  sub- 
stance, we  are  examining  ;  where  it  eludes  the  research  of  all  the 
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letties ;  where  the  coaditions  of  its  existence  are  vaiious  and 
variously  combined  ;  where  the  effects  of  those  which  are  present 
or  absent  bid  deliaace  to  calculation  ;  let  me  add  too,  as  a  cir- 
cumstance  of  great  tenderness,  where  our  conclusion  would 
degrade  a  whole  race  of  men  from  the  rank  in  the  tcalc  of 
beings  which  ibeir  Creator  may  perhaps  have  given  them.  To 
our  reproach  it  must  be  said,  that  though  for  a  century  and  a  half 
we  have  had  under  our  eyes  the  races  of  black  and  of  red  men, 
Ihey  have  never  yet  been  viewed  by  us  as  subjects  of  natural  his- 
tory. I  advance  it,  [364]  therefore,  as  a  sus{)icion  only,  that  the 
blacks,  whether  originally  a  distinct  race,  or  made  distinct  by 
time  and  circumstances,  are  inlerior  to  the  whites  in  the  endow- 
ments both  of  body  and  mind.  It  is  not  against  experience  to 
suppose  that  different  species  of  the  same  genus,  or  varieties  of 
the  same  species,  may  possess  different  qualiRcations  Will  not 
a  lover  of  natural  history  then,  one  who  views  the  gradations  in 
all  the  races  of  animals  with  the  eye  of  philosophy,  excuse  an 
effort  to  keep  those  in  the  department  of  man  as  distinct  as 
nature  has  formed  them  ?  This  unfortunate  difference  of  colour^ 
and  perhaps  of  faculty,  is  a  powerful  obstacle  to  the  emancipa- 
tion of  these  people.  Many  of  their  advocates,  while  they  wish 
to  vindicate  the  liberty  of  human  nature,  are  anxious  also  to  pre- 
serve  its  dignity  and  beauty.  Some  of  these,  embarrassed  by  the 
question.  'What  further  is  to  be  done  with  them?'  join  them- 
selves in  opposition  with  those  who  are  actuated  by  sordid  avarice 
only.  Among  the  Romans  emancipation  required  but  one  effort. 
The  slave,  when  made  free,  might  mix  with,  without  staining  the 
blood  of  bis  [365]  master.  But  with  us  a  second  is  necessary, 
unknown  to  history.  When  freed,  he  is  to  he  removed  beyond 
the  reach  of  mixture. 

The  revised  code  further  proposes  to  proportion  crimes  and 
puDtshmenis.    This  is  attempted  in  the  following  scale.  [266] 

t.  Crimes  wboic  punbhmeDt  extends  to  lAf*. 
1.  High  iTcuon.     Dcklh  by  baoijiRg. 

Forfrituic  o(  luxli  uid  (oods  to  the  CMnmonweahlk 
fl.  feuytreuoD.     l>c«th  bjr  hAnginc.     DiuMtioa. 

Forfcicnre  of  ban  ih«  IuhIi  sad  {oodi  to  tlie  npro- 
MotAitfca  of  the  party  slain. 
}.  Unrda.     I.  By  poiMn.     Oath  by  poiMm. 

Forfoittirt  of  oao-haU,  u  before. 
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B,  Ib  duel,         Deftih  by  hanging.   Gibbeting,  If  ihe  duU 
len^er. 
ForTeitnra  of  one-hklf  «  brrcn,  unlew  it 
be  the  party  challenged,  ibco  the  foricit- 
urc  »  10  the  common wcflJth, 
3.   Id  any  other  wajr.      Dralh  bjt  hanginc. 

Forfalurc  u(  one^uU/  a>  bcfote. 
4-  MiuulaDghler.     Tlie  i«Gotul  oUcikc  is  muidet. 
II.  Criran  wIkmc  patmhnienl  goct  to  Limi. 

J:£&r::;J  ^''"""bcmen.. 

3.  Maiming. .  \   Ketalialion,  and  the  Torieittn'e  of  half  of  Ibe  bn<h  and 

4.  Disligunng  [        goodt  to  the  cuflerer. 
III.  Cnmes  puniihable  by  Lahour. 

I.  Manslaughter,    i«    of>    Labor  VII.  years  for 

fence.  the  public. 

a.  Cooatcrfdling  raoney.      Labor  VI.  yean. 


Anon. 

Asportation  of  vnxli. 

Robbery. 

Burelary. 

Hottw>bi¥aking. 

llnnc-slcaling. 

Craod  larceny. 

fetly  larreny. 

rrdcnuonx  to   wilcb- 

cntft,  &c. 
Etcasable  homidde.    ) 
Saicidc.  > 

Apoctacy.    Heresy.      ) 


>  Labor  V.   yean. 

Labor  IV.  yean. 

Labor  III.  ycsn. 

Labor   II  yean, 
Labor  I.  ye«r. 


Forfeiture  of  half,  as 
in  munlei-. 

Forfeiture  of  Unds 
aod  goods  to  the 
oommon  weah  b. 

Keparallon  three- 
fold. 

Rcpaialioo  double. 

RepantioD. 
Repaniton. 


Reparation. 


DncVIng. 

To  be  pitied,  not  pnnubcd. 


Pillory. 
Pilloiy. 

Strip«K. 


[aM] 


Pardon  and  privilege  of  clergy  are  proposed  to  be  abolished  : 
but  if  the  verdict  be  against  the  defendant,  the  court  to  their 
discretion  may  allow  a  new  trial.  No  attainder  to  cause  a  cor- 
ruption of  blood,  or  forfeiture  of  dower.  Slaves  guilty  of  of- 
fencet  punishable  in  others  by  labour,  to  be  traosporied  to  Africa, 
or  elsewhere,  as  the  circumstances  of  the  time  admit,  there  to  be 
continued  in  slavery.  A  rigorous  regimen  proposed  for  those 
condemned  I0  labour. 

Another  object  of  the  revisal  is,  to  diffuse  knowledge  more 
generally  through  the  mass  of  the  people.  This  bill  proposes  to 
lay  off  every  country  into  small  districts  of  five  or  six  miles 
square,  called  hundreds  aod  in  each  of  them  to  establish  a  school 
for  teaching,  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic.  The  tutor  to  be 
supported  by  the  hundred,  and  every  person  in  it  entitled  to  send 
their  children  three  years  gratis,  aod  as  much  longer  as  they  please* 
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payJDg  for  it.  These  Kbools  to  be  under  a  risnor  who  'm  annajJljr 
to  cbusc  the  boy  oC  best  genius  in  the  school,  of  those  whose 
pareou  *xz  too  poor  to  give  them  further  education,  and  to  send 
him  forward  to  one  of  the  grammat  schools,  of  which  tweQ<{;69] 
ty  arc  proposed  to  be  erected  in  different  parts  of  the  countr>-,  for 
teaching  Greek,  Latin,  geography,  and  the  higher  branches  of 
numerical  arithmetic  Of  the  boys  thus  sent  in  any  one  year,  trial 
is  to  be  made  at  the  grammar  schools  one  or  two  years,  and  ihe 
best  genius  of  the  whole  selected,  and  continued  six  years,  and 
the  residue  dismissed.  By  this  means  twenty  of  the  best  geniuses 
will  be  raked  from  the  rubbish  annually,  and  be  instructed,  at 
the  public  expcncc,  so  far  as  the  grammar  schools  go.  At  the 
end  of  six  years  instruction,  one  half  are  to  be  discontinued 
(from  among  whom  the  grammar  schools  will  probably  be  supplied 
with  future  masters) :  and  the  other  half,  who  are  to  be  chosen 
for  the  superiority  of  their  parts  and  disposition,  are  to  be  sent 
and  continued  three  years  in  the  study  of  such  sciences  as  they 
shall  chuse,  at  William  and  Mary  college,  the  plan  of  which 
is  proposed  to  be  enlarged,  as  will  be  hereafter  explained,  and 
cxtcoded  to  all  the  useful  sciences.  The  ultimate  result  of 
the  whole  scheme  of  education  would  be  the  teaching  all  the 
children  of  the  State  reading,  writing,  and  common  arithmetic  : 
turning  out  ten  annually,  of  su-  [270]  penor  genius,  well  taught 
in  Creek.  I^Atin,  geography,  and  the  higher  branches  of  arith- 
metic; turning  out  ten  others  annually,  of  still  superior  parts, 
who,  to  those  branches  of  learning,  shall  have  added  such  of 
(he  sciences  as  their  genius  shall  have  led  them  to  ;  the  fur- 
nishing to  the  wealthier  part  of  the  people  convenient  schools  at 
which  their  children  may  be  educated  at  their  own  expence. — 
The  general  objects  of  this  law  are  to  provide  an  education 
adapted  10  ihc  years,  to  the  capacity,  and  the  condition  of  every 
one,  and  directed  to  their  freedom  and  happiness.  Specific  de- 
tails were  not  proper  for  the  law.  These  must  be  the  business 
of  the  visitors  entrusted  with  its  execution.  The  first  stage  of 
this  education  being  Ihe  schools  ol  the  hundreds,  wherein  the 
great  mass  of  the  people  will  receive  their  instruction,  the  prin- 
cipal foundations  of  future  order  will  be  laid  here.  Instead, 
therefore,  of  putting  the  Bible  and  Testament  into  the  hands  of 
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the  children  at  nn  age  when  their  judgmenis  are  not  sufficiently 
matured  for  religious  inquiries,  their  memories  roajr  here  be  stored 
with  the  most  useful  (acts  from  Grecian,  Roman,  European,  and 
American  history.  The  first  [371  j  elements  of  morality  too  may 
be  instilled  into  their  minds  ;  such  as,  when  further  developed  as 
their  judgments  advance  in  strength,  may  teach  them  how  to 
work  out  their  own  greatest  happiness,  by  shewing  them  that  it 
does  not  depend  on  the  condition  of  life  in  which  chance  has 
placed  them,  but  is  always  the  result  of  a  good  conscience,  good 
health,  occupation,  and  freedom  in  all  just  pursuits. — Those 
whom  either  the  wealth  of  their  parents  or  the  adoption  of  the 
slate  shall  destine  to  higher  degrees  of  learning,  will  go  on  to 
the  grammar  schools,  which  constitute  the  next  stage,  there  to 
be  instructed  in  the  languages.  The  learning  Greek  and  Latin, 
I  am  told,  is  going  into  disuse  in  Europe.  I  know  not  what 
their  manners  and  occupations  may  call  for:  but  it  would  be 
very  ill-judged  in  us  to  follow  their  example  in  this  instance. 
There  is  a  certain  period  of  life,  say  from  eight  to  fifteen  or  six- 
teen years  of  age,  when  the  mind  like  the  body  is  not  yet  firm 
enough  for  laborious  and  close  operations.  If  applied  to  such,  it 
falls  an  early  victim  to  premature  exertion  ;  exhibiting,  indeed,  at 
first,  in  these  young  and  tender  subjects,  the  flattering  appearance 
of  their  be-[z72]  ing  men  while  they  are  yet  children,  but  ending 
in  reducing  them  lo  be  children  when  they  should  be  men.  The 
memory  is  then  most  susceptible  and  tenacious  of  impressions ; 
and  the  learning  of  languages  being  chiefly  a  work  of  memory, 
it  seems  precisely  fitted  to  the  powers  of  this  period,  which  is 
long  enough  too  for  acquiring  the  most  useful  languages, 
antient  and  modern.  I  do  not  pretend  that  language  is  science. 
It  is  only  an  instrument  for  the  attainment  of  science.  But  that 
time  is  not  lost  which  is  employed  in  providing  tools  for  future 
operation  :  more  especially  as  in  this  case  the  books  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  youth  for  this  purpose  may  be  such  as  will  at  the 
same  time  impress  their  minds  with  useful  facts  and  good  prin- 
ciples. If  this  period  be  suffered  to  pass  in  idleness,  the  mind 
becomes  lethargic  and  impotent,  as  would  the  body  it  inhabits 
if  unexercised  during  the  same  time.  The  sympathy  between 
body  and  mind  during  their  rise,  progress  and  decline,  is  too  strict 
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and  obvious  to  eDdanger  our  being  misled  while  we  reason  from 
the  one  (o  the  other — As  soon  as  they  are  of  sufficient  age,  it  is 
supposed  they  will  be  sent  on  from  the  grammar  schools  to  the 
[373]  university,  which  constitutes  our  third  and  last  stage,  there 
to  study  those  sciences  which  may  be  adapted  to  their  views. — By 
that  pan  of  our  plan  which  prescribes  the  selection  of  the  youths 
of  genius  from  among  the  classes  of  the  poor,  we  hope  to  avul 
the  state  of  those  talents  which  nature  has  sown  as  liberally 
among  the  poor  as  the  rich,  but  which  perish  wtthqut  use,  if  not 
sought  for  and  cultivated. — But  of  all  the  views  of  this  law  none  it 
more  important,  none  more  legitimate,  than  that  of  rendering  the 
people  the  safe,  as  they  are  the  ultimate,  guardians  of  their  own 
liberty.  For  ibis  purpose  the  reading  in  the  first  stage,  n-hete 
they  will  receive  their  whole  education,  is  pro[>oscd,  as  has  been 
said,  to  be  chieOy  historical.  History,  by  apprising  them  of  the 
past,  will  enable  them  to  judge  of  the  future  ;  it  will  avail  them 
of  the  experience  of  other  times  and  other  nations  ;  it  will  qualify 
tbem  as  judges  of  the  actions  and  designs  of  men  ;  it  will  enable 
them  to  know  ambition  under  every  disguise  it  may  assume  ;  and 
knowing  it,  to  defeat  its  \-iews.  In  every  government  on  earth  is 
some  trace  of  human  weakness,  some  gerra  of  corruption  and 
degene-[z74]  racy,  which  cunning  will  discover,  and  wickedness 
insensibly  open,  cultivate  and  improve.  Every  government 
degenerates  when  trusted  to  the  rulers  of  the  people  alone.  The 
people  themselves  therefore  are  its  only  safe  depots i tones,  And 
to  render  even  them  safe,  their  minds  must  be  improved  to  a 
certain  degree.  This  indeed  is  not  all  that  is  necessary,  though 
it  he  essentially  necessary.  An  amendment  of  our  constitution 
must  here  come  in  aid  of  the  public  education.  The  influence 
over  ga%'emment  must  be  shared  among  alt  the  people.  If  every 
individual  which  compuscA  their  mass  participates  of  the  ultimate 
authority,  the  government  will  be  safe;  because  the  corrupting 
the  whole  mass  will  exceed  any  private  resources  of  wealth  ; 
and  public  ones  cannot  be  provided  but  by  levies  on  the  people. 
In  this  case  every  man  would  have  to  pay  his  own  price.  The 
government  of  Great  Britain  has  been  corrupted,  because  but  one 
man  in  ten  has  a  right  to  vote  for  members  of  parliament.  The 
sellers  of  the  government,  therefore,  get  nlne-tenths  of  their  price 
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clear.  It  has  been  thought  that  corruption  Is  restrained  by 
confining  the  right  of  suffrage  to  a  few  of  the  wealthier  of  the 
people  :  but  [175]  it  would  be  more  effectualljr  restrained  by  an 
extension  of  that  right  to  stich  numbers  as  would  bid  defiance  to 
the  mean&  of  corruption. 

Lastly,  it  is  proposed,  by  a  bill  in  this  levisal,  to  begin  a  public 
library  and  gallery,  by  laying  out  a  certain  sum  annually  in  books, 
paintings,  and  statues. 

QUERY  XV. 

The  (oileges  and publU  esiabHthments,  tkt  roads,  buildings,  A'ct 

The  college  of  William  and  Mary  is  the  only  public  seminary 
of  learning  in  this  State.  It  waii  founded  in  the  time  of  king 
William  and  queen  Mary,  who  granted  to  it  20,000  acres  of  land, 
and  a  penny  a  pound  duty  on  certain  lobaccoes  exported  from 
Virginia  and  Maryland,  which  had  been  levied  by  the  statute  of 
35  Car.  II.  The  as&cmbly  also  gave  it,  by  temporary  laws,  a 
duty  on  liquors  imported,  and  skins  and  furs  exported.  From 
these  resources  it  received  upwards  of  3000I  communibus 
aonis.  The  buildings  are  of  brick,  sufficient  for  an  indif- 
ferent accommo-  1276]  dation  of  perhaps  an  hundred  students. 
By  its  charter  it  was  to  be  under  the  government  of  twenty  visitors, 
who  were  to  be  ils  legislators,  and  to  bare  a  president  and  six 
professors,  who  were  incorporated.  It  was  allowed  a  representa- 
tive in  the  general  assembly.  Under  this  charter,  a  professorship 
of  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages,  a  professorship  of  mathematics, 
one  of  moral  philosophy,  and  two  of  divinity  were  established. 
To  these  were  annexed,  (or  a  sixth  professorship,  a  considerable 
donation  by  Mr.  Boyle,  of  England,  for  the  instruction  of  the  In- 
dians, and  their  conversion  to  Christianity.  This  was  called  the 
professorship  of  Bra0ertDn,  from  an  estate  of  that  name  in 
England,  purchased  with  the  monies  given.  The  admissioD  o{ 
the  learners  of  Latin  and  Greek  filled  the  college  with  chil- 
dren. This  rendering  it  disagreeable  and  degrading  |o  young 
gentlemen  already  prepared  for  entering  on  the  sciences, 
they  were  discouraged  from  resorting  to  it,  and  thus  the 
schools  for  mathematics  and   moral    philosophy,    which    might 
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have  beea  of  Mnne  semcc,  becanc  of  ntr  Unlc  The  revc- 
Boes,  loo,  verc  exhiasted  m  ■ccowHWodatiag  those  «bo  came 
ooIt  [177]  to  acquire  the  ntdbneiiti  of  tctence.  After  the  pres- 
cBi  revohitioa,  the  visitors,  having  do  power  to  chaDge  tboce 
circnmstaoces  ta  the  coovtitution  of  the  coUegc  which  were  fixed 
by  the  charter,  asd  being  therefore  confined  in  the  number  of 
profeMOrthip*,  Dadertook  to  change  the  objects  d  the  professor- 
shtpi^  They  excluded  the  two  idMwb  for  divinity,  and  thu  for 
the  Greeli  and  Latin  langoage*,  aad  nbttituted  others  ;  so  that  at 
present  they  stand  thtis  : 
A  professorship  for  Law  and  Police : 

Anatomy  and  Medicine  : 

Natural  Philosophy  and  Matbeoiatics : 

Moral  Philosophy,  the  Law  of  Nature  and  Nations,  the  Fine 
Am  : 

Modem  I^ngaages : 

For  the  Brafferton. 
And  it  is  proposed,  so  soon  as  the  legislature  shall  have  leisure 
to  take  up  this  subject,  to  de&ire  authority  from  them  to  increase 
the  number  of  professorships,  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  sub- 
dividing those  already  Instituted,  as  of  adding  others  for  other 
branches  of  science.  To  the  professorships  usually  established  in 
tjie  universities  of  Europe,  it  [278]  would  seem  proper  to  add  one 
for  the  ancient  languages  and  literatnre  of  the  North,  on  account 
of  ihdr  connection  with  our  own  language,  laws,  customs,  and 
history.  The  purposes  of  the  Brafferton  institution  would  be 
better  answered  by  maintaining  a  perpetual  mission  among  the 
Indian  tribes,  the  object  of  which,  besides  instructing  them  in  the 
principles  of  Christianity,  as  the  founder  requires,  should  be  to 
collect  their  traditions,  laws,  customs,  languages,  and  other  cir- 
cumslancts  which  might  lead  to  a  discovery  of  iheir  relation  with 
one  another,  or  descent  from  other  nations.  When  these  objects 
■re  accomplished  with  one  tribe,  the  missionary  might  pass  on  to 
mother. 

The  roads  are  under  the  gpverament  of  the  county  courts, 
subject  to  be  controuled  by  the  general  court.  They  order  new 
roads  to  be  opened  wherever  they  think  them  necessary.  The 
iahabitanti  of  the  county  are  by  them  laid  off  into  precincts,  10 
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each  oE  which  ihey  allot  a  conventeat  portion  of  the  public  roads 
to  be  kept  in  repair.  Huch  bridges  as  may  be  built  without  the 
assistance  of  arlificers,  ihey  are  to  build.  If  the  stream  be  such 
as  to  require  a  bridge  of  regular  [279]  workmanship,  the  court 
employs  workniea  to  build  it  at  the  expence  of  the  whole  county. 
If  it  be  too  %xt»x.  for  the  county,  application  is  made  to  the 
general  assembly,  who  authorize  individuals  to  build  it,  and  to 
take  a  fixed  toll  from  all  passengers,  or  give  sanction  to  such 
other  proposition  as  to  them  apjjcars  reasonabk. 

Ferries  are  admitted  only  at  such  places  as  are  particularly 
pointed  out  by  law,  and  the  rates  of  ferriage  are  fixed. 

Taverns  arc  licensed  by  the  courts,  wbo  fix  their  rates  from 
time  to  time. 

TTjc  private  buildings  are  very  raicly  constructed  of  stone  or 
brick,  much  the  greatest  proportion  being  of  scantling  and  boards, 
plaistcrcd  with  lime.  It  is  impossible  to  devise  things  more  ugly, 
uncomfortable,  and  happily  more  perishable.  There  are  two  or 
three  plans,  on  otic  of  which,  according  to  its  size,  most  of  tbe 
houses  in  the  state  are  built.  The  poorest  people  build  huts  of 
logs,  laid  horizontally  io  pens,  stopping  the  interstices  with  mud. 
These  are  wanner  in  winter,  and  cooler  in  summer,  than  the 
more  expensive  constructions  of  scantling  and  plank.  The 
wealthy  arc  attentive  to  the  raising  of  [280]  vegetables,  but  very 
Hide  so  to  fruits.  Tbe  poorer  people  attend  to  neither,  living 
principally  on  milk  and  animal  diet.  This  is  the  more  inexcus- 
able, as  the  climate  rei|uircs  indispensably  a  free  use  of  vegetable 
food,  for  health  as  well  as  comfort,  and  is  very  friendly  to  the 
raising  of  fruits. — The  only  public  buildings  worthy  mention  are 
the  Capitol,  the  Palace,  the  College,  and  the  Hospital  for  Lunatics, 
all  of  them  in  Williamsburg,  heretofore  the  seat  of  our  goveni- 
ment.  The  Capitol  is  a  light  and  airy  structure,  with  a  portico 
in  front  of  two  orders,  the  lower  of  which,  being  Doric,  is  toler- 
ably just  in  its  proportions  and  ornaments,  save  only  that  the 
intercolon nations  are  too  large.  The  upper  is  Ionic,  much  too 
small  for  that  on  which  it  is  mounted,  its  ornaments  not  proper  to 
the  order,  nor  proportioned  within  themselves.  It  is  crowned 
with  a  pediment,  which  is  too  high  for  its  span.  Yet,  on  the 
whole,  it  is  the  most  pleasing  piece  of  architcctuie  we  have.    The 
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PaUc«  ii  not  handsome  wnboat,  but  it  is  spidoos  and  coanno- 
dioQs  vnthin.  is  prettDf  ritotfed,  and  vith  the  ^vmads  aoaexed 
to  h,  is  capable  of  betmg  made  an  elegani  seiL  The  CoU 
{s8i]  lege  and  Hospital  aic  rude,  mis-shapen  piles,  vliich,  but 
Ikat  they  hare  roofs,  would  be  taken  for  bnck-k3B&.  There  are 
no  oiber  pnblic  baildiogs  but  chorcbes  and  amt-hooses,  in 
which  DO  attempt*  are  made  at  ckgatKC.  Indeed,  it  woold  irat 
be  eur  to  execnte  nich  an  attempt,  as  a  workman  coold  scarcely 
be  fottnd  here  capable  oC  drawing  an  order.  The  genius  of  archi- 
tecture seems  to  have  shed  its  maledictions  over  this  land.  Build* 
iofs  are  often  erected,  bjr  individoalii  of  coosidCTable  expeoce. 
To  give  these  srmmetiy  and  taste,  voold  not  iacrease  their  cost. 
It  woold  ooly  change  the  arrangement  of  the  materials,  the  form 
and  combination  of  the  membens  This  wocld  often  cost  less 
than  the  burthen  of  barbaiotis  oraamenu  with  which  these  bnild- 
inp  are  sometimes  charged.  But  the  first  principles  of  the  art 
are  trnkoown,  aod  there  exists  scarcely  a  model  amoDg  us  suf- 
ficiently- chaste  to  give  an  idea  of  them.  Architecture  being  one 
of  the  fine  arts,  and  as  such  within  the  department  of  a  professor 
of  the  college,  according  to  the  new  arrangcmcol,  perhaps  a  spark 
may  fall  on  some  young  subjects  of  natural  taste,  kindle  up  their 
genios,  and  produce  a  reforms-  [>Sz]  tion  in  this  elegant  and 
useful  art.  But  all  we  shall  do  in  this  way  will  produce  do  per- 
manent improvement  to  our  country,  while  the  unhappy  prejudice 
prevails  that  houses  of  brick  or  stone  are  Ics^s  n-ho)esome  than 
those  of  wood.  A  dew  is  often  obser\'ed  on  the  walls  of  the 
former  in  rainy  weather,  and  the  mo<t  obvious  solution  is.  that 
the  rain  has  penetrated  through  these  walls.  The  following 
facts,  however,  arc  sufficient  to  prove  the  error  of  this  solution. 
1.  This  dew  on  the  walls  appears  when  there  is  no  rain,  if 
the  stale  of  the  atmosphere  be  moist,  s.  It  appears  on  the 
partition  as  well  as  the  exterior  walls.  3.  So,  also,  on  pave- 
ments of  brick  or  stone.  4.  It  is  more  copious  in  proportion  as 
the  walls  are  thicker  ;  the  reverse  of  which  ought  to  be  the  case, 
if  this  hypothesis  were  just.  If  cold  water  be  poured  into  a 
vessel  of  stone,  or  glass,  a  dew  forms  instantly  on  the  outside : 
but  if  it  be  poured  into  a  vessel  of  wood,  there  is  no  such  appear* 
ance.     It  is  not  supposed,  in  the  6rst  case,  that  the  water  has 
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exuded  through  the  glass,  but  that  it  is  precipitated  from  the 
ciicumambient  air ;  as  the  humid  particles  of  vapour,  passing 
from  the  boiler  of  an  alembic  [383]  through  its  nffrigerant.  are 
precipitated  from  the  air,  io  which  they  were  suspended,  on  the 
interaal  surface  of  the  refrigerant  Walls  of  brick  or  stone  act  as 
the  refrigerant  in  this  instance.  They  are  sufficiently  cold  to 
condense  and  precipitate  the  moisture  suspended  in  the  air  of  the 
room,  when  it  is  heavily  charged  therewith.  But  walls  of  wood 
are  not  so.  The  question  then  is,  whether  air  in  which  this 
moisture  is  left  Qoating,  or  that  which  is  deprived  of  it,  be  most 
vhole»ome?  In  both  cases,  the  remedy  is  easy.  A  little  &re 
kindled  in  the  room,  whenever  the  air  is  damp,  prevents  the  pre- 
cipitation on  the  walls :  and  this  practice,  found  healthy  in  the 
warmest  as  well  as  coldest  seasons,  i.s  ns  necessary  in  a  wooden 
OS  in  a  stone  or  a  brick  house.  I  do  not  mean  to  say,  that  the  rain 
never  penetrates  through  walls  of  brick.  On  the  contrary,  I  have 
seen  instances  of  it.  But  with  us  it  is  only  through  the  northern 
and  eastern  walls  of  tlie  house,  after  a  north-easterly  storm,  these 
being  the  only  ones  which  continue  long  enough  to  force  through 
the  walls.  This,  however,  happens  too  rarely  to  give  a  just 
character  of  unwholesomenes»  to  such  [284]  hou.<ies.  In  a 
house,  the  walls  of  which  are  of  woU-bumt  brick  and  good  mor- 
tar, I  have  seen  the  rain  penetrate  through  but  twice  in  a  dozen 
or  fifteen  years.  The  inhabitants  of  Europe,  who  dwell  chiefly 
in  houses  of  stone  or  brick,  arc  surely  as  healthy  as  those  of  Vir- 
ginia. These  houses  have  the  advantage,  too,  of  being  warmer 
in  winter  and  cooler  in  summer  than  those  of  wood  ;  of  being 
cheaper  in  theit  fir&t  construction,  where  lime  is  convenient,  and 
infinitely  more  durable.  The  latter  consideration  renders  it  of 
great  importance  to  eradicate  this  prejudice  from  the  minds  of 
our  countrymen.  A  country  whose  buildings  are  of  wood,  can 
never  incTca.it;  in  its  improvements  to  any  considerable  degree. 
Their  duration  is  highly  estimated  at  50  years.  Every  half 
century  then  our  country'  becomes  a  tabula  rasa,  whereon  we 
have  10  set  out  anew,  as  in  the  first  moment  of  seating  it. 
Whereas  when  buildings  are  of  durable  materials,  every  new 
edifice  is  an  actual  and  permanent  acquisition  to  the  State,  adding 
to  its  value  as  well  as  to  its  ornament.  [185] 
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QUERY  XVI. 

Tiu  measures  Utktn  vritA  rtgard  of  the  estates  a/iJ  fiettttsi^ru  p/  tif 
rtMs,  (omtfumfy  (alitd  Tories  t 


A  toiy  has  been  properly  dermed  to  be  a  traitor  in  thought,  bat 
not  ID  deed.  The  only  description,  by  which  the  laws  have  en- 
deavoured to  come  at  then),  was  that  of  non-jurors,  or  persons 
refusing  to  take  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  state.  Persons  of  this 
description  were  at  one  lime  subjected  to  double  taxation,  at  as- 
other  to  treble,  and  lastly  were  allowed  retribution,  and  placed 
oa  a  level  wiih  good  citiscos.  It  maybe  mentioned  as  a  proof, 
both  of  the  lenity  of  our  government,  and  unanimity  of  its  in- 
habitants, that  though  this  war  has  now  raged  near  seven  years 
not  a  single  execution  for  treason  has  taken  place. 

Under  (his  query  I  will  state  the  measures  which  have  been 
adopted  as  to  British  property,  the  owners  of  which  stand  on  a 
much  fairer  footing  than  the  Tories.  By  our  laws,  the  same  as 
the  English  ;i$  in  ibis  respect,  [386]  no  alien  can  hold  lands,  nor 
alien  enemy  maintain  an  action  for  money,  or  other  movable  thing. 
Lands  acquired  or  held  by  aliens  become  forfeited  10  the  state  ; 
and,  on  an  action  by  an  alien  enemy  to  recover  money,  or  other 
movable  property,  the  defendant  may  plead  that  he  is  an  alien 
enemy.  This  extinguishes  his  right  in  the  hands  of  the  debtor 
or  holder  of  his  movable  property.  By  our  separation  from 
Great  Britain,  British  subjeclB  became  aliens,  and  being  at  war, 
they  were  alien  enemies.  Their  lands  were  of  course  forfeited, 
and  their  debts  irrecoverable.  The  assembly,  however,  passed 
laws  at  various  times,  for  saving  their  property.  They  first  se- 
questered their  lands,  slaves,  and  other  property  on  their  farms 
in  the  hands  of  commissioners,  who  were  mostly  the  confidential 
friends  or  agents  of  the  owners,  and  directed  their  clear  profits  to 
be  paid  into  the  treasury :  and  they  gave  leave  to  alt  persons 
owing  debts  to  British  subjects  to  pay  them  also  into  the  treasury. 
The  monies  so  to  be  brought  in  were  declared  to  remain  tbe 
property  of  the  British  subject,  and,  if  used  by  the  state,  were  to 
be  repaid,  unless  an  improper  conduct  in  Great-Britain  should 
reo-  [287]  der  a  detention  of  it  reasonable.     Depreciation  had  at 
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that  lime,  though  unacknowledged  and  uoperceived  by  the  \Vhtgs 
begun  in  some  small  degree.  Great  sums  of  money  were  paid  in 
by  debtors.  At  a  later  period,  the  assembly,  adhering  to  the  po- 
litical principles  which  forbid  an  alien  to  hold  lands  in  the  state, 
ordered  all  British  property  to  be  sold  :  and,  become  sensible  of 
the  real  progress  of  depreciation,  and  of  the  losses  which  would 
thence  occur,  if  not  guarded  against,  they  ordered  that  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale^  should  be  converted  into  their  then  worth  in 
tobacco,  subject  to  the  future  direction  of  the  legislature.  This 
act  has  left  the  question  of  retribution  more  problematical.  In 
May  1780  another  act  took  away  the  permission  to  pay  into  the 
public  treasury  debts  due  to  British  subjects. 


QUERY  XVU. 

Tlu  different  religions  reeeived  tnta  thai  state  t 

The  first  settlers  in  this  country  were  emigrants  from  England, 
of  the  English  church,  [2S8]  just  at  a  {wint  of  time  when  it  was 
flushed  with  complete  victory  over  the  religious  of  all  other  per* 
stiasions.  Possessed,  as  they  became,  of  the  powers  of  making, 
administering  and  executing  the  laws,  they  shewed  equal  intol- 
erance in  this  country  with  their  Presbyterian  brethren,  who  had 
emigrated  to  the  northern  government.  The  poor  Quakers  were 
flying  from  pcrsccuiiou  in  England.  They  cast  their  eyes  on 
these  new  countries  as  asylums  of  civil  and  religious  freedom  ; 
but  they  found  them  free  only  for  the  reigning  sect.  Several 
acts  of  the  Virginia  assembly  of  1659,  1661,  and  1693,  had  made 
it  penal  in  parents  to  refuse  to  have  their  children  baptised ;  had 
prohibited  the  unlawful  assembling  of  Quakers ;  h.id  made  it 
penal  for  any  master  of  a  vessel  to  bring  a  Quaker  into  the  state  ; 
had  ordered  those  already  here,  and  such  as  ^ould  come  there- 
after, to  be  imprisoned  till  they  should  abjure  the  country ;  pro- 
vided a  milder  punishment  for  their  first  and  second  return,  but 
death  for  their  third  ;  had  inhibited  all  persons  from  suffering 
their  meetings  in  or  near  their  houses,  entertaining  them  individ- 
ually, or  disposing  of  books  which  supported  their  [189]  tenets. 
If  no  capita)  execution  took  place  here,  as  did  in  New-England, 
it  waa  not  owing  to  the  moderation  of  the  church,  or  spirit  of  the 
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legislature,  as  may  be  inferrrd  from  the  law  itself ;  but  to  historical 
circumstances  which  have  not  been  handed  down  to  us.  The 
Anglicans  retained  full  possession  of  the  country  about  a  century. 
Other  opinions  began  then  to  creep  in,  and  the  great  care  of  the 
government  to  support  their  own  church,  having  begotten  an  equal 
degree  of  indolence  in  its  clcrgj-,  two  thirds  of  the  people  had  be- 
come dissenters  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  revolution. 
The  laws  indeed  were  still  oppressive  on  them,  but  the  spirit  of 
the  one  party  had  subsided  into  moderation,  and  of  the  other 
had  risen  to  a  degree  of  determination  which  commanded  re- 
spect. 

~*  The  present  state  of  our  laws  on  the  subject  of  religion  is  this. 
The  convention  of  May  1776,  in  their  declaration  of  rights,  de- 
clared it  to  be  a  truth,  and  a  natural  right,  that  the  exercise  of 
religion  should  be  free ;  but  when  they  proceeded  to  form  on 
that  declaration  the  ordinance  of  government,  instead  of  taking 
up  every  principle  declared  [390]  in  the  bill  of  rights,  and  guard- 
ing it  by  legislative  sanction,  they  passed  over  that  which  asserted 
our  religious  rights,  leaving  thcra  as  they  found  them.  The 
same  cooveniion,  however,  when  they  met  as  a  member  of  the 
general  assembly  in  October  1776,  repealed  all  acts  pf  parliament 
which  had  rendered  criminal  the  maintaining  any  opinions  in  mat- 
ters of  religion,  the  forbearing  to  repair  to  church,  and  the  exercis- 
ingahy  mode  of  worship  ;  and  suspended  the  laws  giving  salaries  to 
the  clergy,  which  suspension  was  made  perpetual  in  October  1 779. 
Statutor)'  oppressions  in  religion  being  thus  wiped  away,  we  re- 
maJD  at  present  under  those  only  imposed  by  the  common  law, 
or  by  our  own  acts  of  assembly.  At  the  common  law,  her<sy 
was  a  capital  offence,  punishable  by  burning.  Its  definition  was 
left  to  the  ecclesiastical  judges,  befqre  whom  the  conviction 
was,  till  the  statute  of  the  i  El.  c.  1.  circumscribed  it,  by  declar- 
ing that  nothing  should  be  deemed  heres)*  but  what  had  been  so 
determined  by  authority  of  the  canonical  scriptures,  or  by  one 
of  the  four  first  general  councils,  or  by  some  other  council  hav- 
ing for  the  grounds  of  their  declaration  the  [391J  express 
and  plain  words  of  the  scriptures.  Heresy,  thus  circumscribed, 
bcinii  an  offence  al  the  common  law.  our  act  of  assembly  of 
October  1777,  c.  17  givc«  cognizance  of  it  to  the  general  court* 
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by  declaring  thai  the  jurisdiction  of  that  court  shall  be  general 
in  all  matters  at  the  common  law.  The  execuiioD  is  by  the 
writ  De  httrttieo  comburendo.  By  our  own  act  of  assembly  of 
1705,  c.  30,  if  a  person  brought  up  in  the  christian  religion  de- 
nies the  being  of  a  God,  or  the  trinity,  or  asserts  there  are 
more  Gods  than  one,  or  denies  the  christian  religion  to  be  true, 
or  the  scriptures  lo  be  of  divine  auihoriiy,  he  is  punishable  on 
the  first  offence  by  incapacity  to  hold  any  office  or  employment 
ecclesiastical,  civil,  or  military  ;  on  the  second  by  disability  to 
sue,  to  take  any  gift  or  legacy,  to  be  guardian,  executor  or  ad* 
ministrator,  and  by  three  years  imprisonment,  without  bail.  A 
father's  right  to  the  custody  of  his  own  children  being  founded 
in  law  on  his  right  of  guardianship,  this  being  taken  away,  they 
may  of  course  be  severed  from  him  and  put,  by  the  authority  of 
a  court,  into  more  orthodox  hands.  This  is  a  summary  view  of 
that  religious  slavery  [292]  under  which  a  people  have  been  will* 
ing  to  remain  who  have  lavished  their  lives  and  fortunes  for  the 
establishment  of  their  civil  freedom.  The  error  seems  not  suf- 
ficiently eradicated,  that  the  operations  of  the  mind,  as  well  as 
the  acts  of  the  body,  are  subject  to  the  coercion  of  the  laws.'  But 
our  rulers  can  have  authority  over  such  natural  rights,  only 
as  we  have  submitted  to  them.  The  rights  of  conscience  we 
never  submitted,  we  could  not  submit.  We  are  answerable  for 
(hem  to  our  God.  The  legitimate  powers  of  government  extend 
to  such  acts  only  as  are  injurious  to  others.'  But  it  does  me  no 
injury  for  my  neighbor  to  say  there  are  twenty  gods,  or  no  god. 
It  neither  picks  my  pocket  nor  breaks  my  leg.  If  it  be  said  his 
testimony  in  a  court  of  justice  cannot  be  relied  on,  reject  it  then, 
and  be  the  stigma  on  him.  Constraint  may  make  him  worse  by 
making  him  a  h)-pocriic,  but  it  will  never  make  him  a  truer  man. 
It  may  fix  him  obstinately  in  his  errors,  but  will  not  cure  (393] 
them.  Reason  and  free  inquiry  are  the  only  effectual  agents 
against  error.    Give  a  loose  to  them,  they  will  support  the  true  re- 

'  FnrDcMu  pM^n. —  T.  J. 

'  "  Tunea  bunani  )uru  ct  naiutalis  [lotcsuii*  c*t,  unicutquc  qnod  putaverit, 
colcre  ;  mtt  aSi  »tfjt,  ant /r^^nt,  attrritti  rtligiff.  Scd  ticc  religiooit  t%\  coccrc 
fcliglooeni.  cpuK  spoole  suKipi  debesl,  bon  vi. — Tcnatlianiu  ad  Scapulain,  cap 
•.''—/iMMtfiCr  •'«  Ikt  *<HtiMt  «f  iSsS- 
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ligion  by  bringing  every  is\-x  one  to  their  tribunal,  to  the  test  of 
their  investigation.  They  are  the  natural  enemies  of  error,  and  of 
error  only.  Had  not  the  Roman  government  permitted  free  in- 
quiry, Christianity  could  never  have  been  introduced.  Had  not 
free  inquiry  been  indulged,  at  the  :era  of  the  reformation,  the 
corniplioas  of  Christianity  could  not  have  been  purged  away.  If  it 
be  restrained  now.  the  present  corruptions  will  be  protected,  aod 
new  ones  encouraged.  Was  the  government  to  prescribe  to  us 
our  medicine  and  diet,  our  bodies  would  be  in  such  keeping  as 
our  souls  are  now.  Thus  in  France  the  emetic  was  once  for- 
bidden as  a  medicine,  and  the  potatoe  as  an  article  of  food.'  Gov- 
ernment is  just  as  infallible,  too,  when  it  fines  systems  in  physics 
Galileo  was  sent  to  the  inquisition  for  affirming  that  the  earth 
was  a  sphere  ;  the  government  had  declared  it  to  be  as  Hat 
as  a  trencher,  and  Galileo  was  obliged  to  abjure  his  error.  Tbii 
error  however  at  length  prevailed,  the  earth  became  a  globe,  and 
Descartes  declared  [894]  it  was  whirled  round  its  axis  by  a  vor- 
tex. The  government  in.  which  he  lived  was  wise  enough  to  sec 
that  this  was  no  question  of  civil  jurisdiction,  or  we  should  all 
have  been  involved  by  authority  in  vortices.  In  fact  the  vortices 
have  been  exploded,  and  the  Newtonian  principle  of  gravitation 
is  now  more  firmly  established,  on  the  basis  of  reason,  than  it 
would  be  were  the  government  to  step  in  and  to  make  it  an  article 
of  necessary  faith.  Reason  and  experiment  have  been  indulged, 
and  error  has  Bed  before  them.  It  is  error  alone  which  needs 
the  support  of  government.  Truth  can  stand  by  itself.  Subject 
opinion  to  coercion :  whom  will  you  make  your  inquisitors  t 
Fallible  men  ;  men  governed  by  bad  passions,  by  private  as  well 
as  public  reasons.  And  why  subject  it  to  coercion  }  To  produce 
uniformity.  But  is  uniformity  of  opinion  desireable?  No  more 
than  of  face  and  suture.  Introduce  the  bed  of  Procrustes  then» 
and  as  there  is  danger  that  the  large  men  may  beat  the  small, 
make  us  all  of  a  site,  by  lopping  the  former  and  stretching  the 
latter.  Difference  of  opinion  is  advantageous  in  religion.  The 
several  sects  perform  the  office  of  a  Censor  morum  over  [295] 

'  "  EncjrclfjpeJi*.  Article  *  Antimoine  '  mnd  '  VomiMcmcnt.'  The  PuUa- 
nrnt  of  Vmn  rortndt,  on  p*in  of  doath,  uiy  doclme  10  l>o  uaghi  oonlnry  to 
Art»iMle'*-3.  Mlllot.  HUl.  <I«  Frinw.  aSo."— /Wi»w« /«  tk*  ftfitim  */  tS^j, 


each  other.  Is  UDlfonaity  attainable  ?  Millions  of  innocent 
men,  women  and  children,  since  the  introduction  of  Christiuiity, 
have  been  burnt,  tortured,  fined,  imprisoned :  yet  we  have  not 
advanced  one  inch  towards  unjfonnity.  What  has  bet^n  the  efTect 
of  coercion  ?  To  make  one  half  the  world  fools,  and  the  other 
half  hypocrites.  To  support  roguery  and  error  all  over  the 
earth.  Let  us  reflect  that  it  is  inhabited  by  a  thousand  millions 
of  people.  That  these  profess  probably  a  thousand  different 
systems  of  religion.  That  ours  is  hut  one  of  that  thousand. 
That  if  there  be  but  one  riitht,  and  ours  that  one,  we  should  wish 
to  see  the  999  wandering  sects  gathered  into  the  fold  hf  truth. 
But  against  such  a  majority  we  cannot  effect  this  by  force. 
Reason  and  persuasion  are  the  only  practicable  instruments.  To 
make  way  for  these,  free  inquirj-  must  be  indulged  ;  and  how  can 
we  wish  others  to  indulge  it  while  wc  refuse  it  ourselves.  But 
every  state,  says  an  inquisitor,  has  established  some  religion. 
"  No  two,  say  I,  have  established  the  same."  Is  this  a  proof  of 
the  infallibility  of  establishments  ?  Our  sister  states  of  Pennsyl- 
vania [296]  and  New  Vork,  however,  have  long  subsisted  without 
any  establishment  at  all.  The  experiment  was  new  and  doubtful 
when  they  made  it.  It  has  answered  beyond  conception.  They 
flourish  in6mtcly.  Religion  is  well  supported;  of  various  kinds 
indeed,  but  all  good  enough  ;  all  sufficient  to  preser\*e  peace  and 
order  :  or  if  a  sect  arises  whose  tenets  would  subvert  morals, 
good  sense  has  fair  play,  and  reasons  and  laughs  it  out  of  doors, 
without  suffering  the  state  to  be  troubled  with  it.  They  do  not 
hang  more  malefactors  than  we  do.  They  are  not  more  disturbed 
with  religious  dissentions.  On  the  contrary,  their  harmony  is 
unparallelled.  and  can  be  ascribed  to  nothing  but  their  unbounded 
tolerance,  because  there  is  no  other  circumstance  in  which  they 
differ  from  every  nation  on  earth.  They  have  made  the  happy 
discover)',  that  the  way  to  silence  religious  disputes,  is  to  take  no 
notice  of  them.  Let  us  too  give  this  experiment  fair  play,  and 
get  rid,  while  we  may.  of  those  tyrannical  laws.  It  is  true  we  are 
as  yci  secured  against  them  by  the  spirit  of  the  times.  I  doubt 
whether  the  people  of  this  country  would  suffer  an  execntioa  for 
heresy,  or  a  three  years  imprisonment  for  not  [397]  comprehend- 
ing the  mysieries  of  the  trinity.     But  is  the  spirit  of  the  people 
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an  i&faUible,  a  pentuiteni  rdianc«  ?  Is  it  govmiiiKBt  ?  Is  this 
the  kiAd  of  protection  we  recdve  in  Tctnn  for  the  rights  we  giTC 
Dp  ?  Bende^  the  s{mit  of  the  time*  nay  alter,  vfl]  alter.  Oar 
rulers  win  bccoiae  compi,  onr  pecqile  caickas.  A  stngte 
zealot  mar  comacaoe  penecuier,  and  better  men  be  his  vktina. 
Il  can  never  be  too  often  repeated,  that  the  time  for  fiaing  every 
essential  right  on  a  legal  basts  is  while  our  rulers  are  boaest,  and 
oorselTes  united.  From  the  coochMJoo  of  this  war  we  shall  be 
going  down  htlL  It  wit)  not  then  be  nccessarf  to  resort  eteif 
MoracDi  to  the  people  for  support.  Tbcy  will  be  forgotten  there- 
fore, sod  their  rights  disregarded.  They  will  forget  thcmsdves. 
but  in  the  sole  faculty  of  making  money,  and  will  nerer  think  of 
nnittflg  10  effect  a  due  respect  for  their  ri^tL  Tlw  «h»cfclc% 
therefore,  which  shall  not  be  knocked  o£f  at  the  coaclnston  of 
ihii  war,  will  remain  on  os  long,  will  be  made  bcat'ier  and 
beavicT.  till  oar  rights  shall  reviTc  or  expire  in  a  convulsion. 

QUERY  xvnr. 

Tht  pcrticttlar   €tistoms    anJ    mattnert    that   muy  hafftn   la  i* 
receivtd  in  that  State  t 


It  is  difficult  to  determine  on  the  standard  by  which  the  man- 
ners of  a  nation  may  be  tried,  whether  cathsiie  or  fiarticular. 
Il  is  more  difficult  for  a  native  to  bring  to  that  standard  the 
manners  of  bis  own  nation,  familiarized  to  him  by  habiL  There 
must  doubtless  be  an  unhappy  influence  un  the  manners  of  our 
people  produced  by  the  existence  of  sUvery  among  us.  The 
whole  commerce  between  master  and  slave  is  a  perpetual  exercise 
nf  the  most  boisterous  passions,  the  most  unremitting  despotism 
on  the  one  part,  and  degrading  submissions  on  the  other.  Our 
childrctt  see  this,  and  team  to  imitate  it ;  for  man  is  an  imitative 
animal.  This  quality  Is  the  germ  of  all  education  in  him.  From 
his  cradle  to  his  grave  he  is  learning  to  do  what  he  sees  others 
do.  If  a  parent  could  find  no  motive  either  in  bis  philanthropy 
oc  bis  self-love,  for  restraining  the  intemperance  of  passion  tow- 
ards his  slave,  it  [399]  should  always  be  a  sufficient  one  that  his 
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child  is  present.  But  generally  it  is  not  sufficient.  The  parent 
storms,  the  child  looks  on,  catches  the  lineatnenls  of  wrath,  puts 
on  the  same  airs  in  the  circle  of  smaller  slaves,  gives  a  loose  to 
the  worst  of  passions,  and  ihus  nursed,  educated,  and  daily  exer- 
cised io  tyranny,  cannot  but  be  stamped  by  it  with  odious  peculi- 
arities. The  man  must  be  a  prodigy  who  can  retain  his  manners 
and  morals  undepraved  by  such  circumstances.  And  with 
what  execrations  should  the  statesman  be  loaded,  who  permitting 
one  half  the  citizens  thus  to  trample  on  the  rights  of  the  other, 
transforms  those  into  despots,  and  these  into  enemies,  destroys 
the  morals  of  the  one  part,  and  the  amor  patriie  of  the  other. 
For  if  a  slave  can  have  a  country-  in  this  world,  it  must  be  any 
other  in  preference  to  that  in  which  he  is  bom  to  live  and  labour 
for  another  :  in  which  he  must  lock  up  the  faculties  of  his  nature, 
contribute  as  far  as  depends  on  his  individual  endeavours  10  the 
evanishment  of  the  human  race,  or  entail  his  own  miserable  con- 
dition on  the  endless  generations  proceeding  from  him.  With 
the  morals  of  the  people,  their  industry  also  is  I.300]  destroyed. 
For  in  a  warm  climate,  no  man  will  labour  forhimself  who  can  make 
another  labour  for  him.  This  is  so  true,  that  of  the  proprietors 
of  slaves  a  very  small  projiortion  indeed  are  ever  seen  to  labour. 
And  can  the  liberties  of  a  nation  be  thought  secure  when  we 
have  removed  their  only  firm  basis,  a  conviction  in  the  minds 
of  the  people  that  these  liberties  are  of  the  gift  of  God?  That 
they  arc  not  to  be  violated  but  with  his  wrath  ?  Indeed  I  tremble 
for  my  country  when  1  reflect  that  God  is  just :  that  his  justice 
cannot  sleep  forever :  that  considering  numbers,  nature  and 
natural  means  only,  a  revolution  of  the  wheel  of  fortune,  an 
exchange  of  situation,  is  among  possible  ei-ents  :  that  it  may 
become  probable  by  supernatural  interference  !  The  Almighty 
has  no  attribute  which  can  take  side  with  us  in  such  a  contest. — 
But  it  is  impossible  to  be  temperate  and  to  pursue  this  subject 
through  the  various  considerations  of  policy,  of  morals,  of  history 
natural  and  civil.  We  mult  be  contented  to  hope  tlfty  will  force 
their  way  into  ever)-  one's  mind.  I  think  a  change  already  per- 
ceptible, since  the  origin  of  the  present  revolution.  The  spirit  of 
the  master  is  [301]  abating,  that  of  the  slave  rising  from  the  dust, 
his  condition  mollifying,  the  way  I  hope  preparing,  under  the 
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auspices  of  heaven,  for  atoUl  emancipatioo,  and  that  this  is  dis- 
posed, in  the  order  of  events,  to  be  with  the  consent  of  the 
niastere,  rather  than  by  their  extirpation. 


QUERY  XLX. 

T/u  preuHt  ttati  0/  manufactures,   tomfnerte,   itaerifir  and 
exUriar  trade  t 

Wc  never  had  an  interior  trade  of  any  iroportance.  Our  ex- 
terior commerce  has  suffered  ver>-  much  from  the  beginning  of 
the  present  contest  During  this  time  we  have  maoufaciuied 
within  our  families  the  most  necessary  articles  of  cloathing. 
Those  of  cotton  will  bear  some  comparison  with  the  same  kinds 
of  manufacture  in  Europe  ;  but  those  of  wool,  flax  and  hemp  are 
very  coarse,  nnsi^tly,  and  unpleasant :  and  such  is  our  attach- 
ment to  agriculture,  and  such  our  preference  for  foreign  manu- 
factufcs,  that  be  it  wise  or  unwise,  our  people  will  certainly 
re-  [303]  turn  as  soon  as  they  can,  to  the  raising  raw  materials,  and 
exchanging  them  for  finer  masufactnres  than  they  are  able  to 
execute  themselves. 

The  political  CEconomists  of  Europe  have  established  it  as  a 
pnnciple,  that  ever)'  State  should  endeavour  to  manufacture  for 
itself  ;  and  this  principle,  like  many  others,  wc  transfer  to  Aroer> 
ico,  without  calculating  the  difference  of  circumstance  which 
should  often  produce  a  difference  of  result.  In  Europe  the  lands 
are  either  cultivated,  or  locked  up  against  the  cultivator.  Mana* 
faclure  must  therefore  be  resorted  to,  of  necessity,  not  of  choice, 
to  support  the  surplus  of  their  people.  But  wc  have  an  immen- 
sity of  land  courting  the  industry  of  the  husbandman.  Is  it 
best  then  thai  all  our  citizens  should  be  employed  in  its  im- 
pTovcmcDt,  or  that  one  half  should  be  called  o^  from  that  to  ex- 
ercise manufactures  and  handicraft  arts  for  the  other?  Those 
who  labour  in  the  earth  are  the  chosen  jwoplc  of  God.  if  ever  be 
had  a  chosen  people,  whose  breasts  he  has  made  his  peculiar 
deposit  for  substantial  and  genuine  virtue.  It  is  the  focus  in 
which  he  keeps  alive  that  sacred  fin:,  which  otherwise  [303]  might 
escape  from  the  face  of  the  earth.     Comiption  of  morals  in  the 
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mass  of  cultivators  is  a  phKnomenon  of  which  no  age  nor  nation 
has  furnished  an  example.  It  is  the  mark  set  on  those,  who 
not  looking  up  to  heaven,  to  their  own  soil  and  industry-,  as  docs 
the  husbandman,  for  their  subflistence,  depend  for  it  on  casu- 
aldes  and  caprice  of  customers.  Dependance  begets  subsert-ience 
and  venality,  suffocates  the  germ  of  virlue,  and  prepares  5t  tools 
for  the  designs  of  ambition.  This,  the  natural  progress  and  con- 
sequence of  the  arts,  has  sometimes  perhaps  been  retarded  by  ac- 
cidental circumstances  :  but,  generally  speaking  the  proportioa 
which  the  aggregate  of  the  other  classes  of  citizens  bears  in  any 
slate  to  that  of  its  husbandmen,  is  the  proportion  of  its  unsound 
to  its  healthy  parts,  and  is  a  good  enough  barometer  whereby  to 
measure  its  degree  of  corruption.  While  we  have  land  to  labour 
then,  let  us  never  wish  to  see  our  citizens  occupied  at  a  work- 
bench, or  twirling  a  distafi.  Carpenters,  masons,  smiths,  are 
wanting  in  husbandry  :  but,  for  the  general  operations  of  manu- 
facture, let  our  WDrk*sKops  remain  in  Europe.  It  is  belter  to  carry 
provisions  and  materials  10  woTk-1504]  men  there,  than  bring 
them  to  the  provisions  and  materials,  and  with  them  their  man- 
ners and  principles.  The  loss  by  the  transportation  of  com- 
modities across  the  Atlantic  will  be  made  up  in  happiness  and 
permanence  of  govemmenL  The  mobs  of  great  cities  add  jusi 
so  much  to  the  support  of  pure  government,  as  sores  do  to  the 
strength  of  the  human  body.  It  is  the  manners  and  spirit  of  a 
people  which  preserve  a  republic  in  vigour.  A  degeneracy  in 
these  is  a  canker  which  soon  eats  to  the  heart  of  its  laws  and 
constitution.' 

*  In  a  leilci  la  Lilhcow  (Jan.  4.  l8o$)  coQcemiag  a  rented  edition  of  tlic 
IfaUt,  Jeffcrum  w-rote  ; 

"  I  9hM>U  in  that  cue  certainly  qualify  sercrol  eaprettiotia  in  the  nineteenllt 
chapter,  which  h^ire  been  conntmrd  diHcrrnilj'  rram  what  the]'  weir  intended. 
I  had  undei  njr  ey«  when  wriiing,  ih«  manufacttirn  of  the  ifreal  Cities  iu  ihe 
old  cotwuica,  at  the  present  tine,  with  whom  itie  want  of  food  and  clothing 
Moessuy  to  fasuia  life,  bu  bcgvtien  a  dcvnnty  of  monls,  a  dependence  and 
camiption.  which  readers  ihcm  an  undoirablc  accnuon  to  a  country  whose 
noralt  are  sound.  My  exprestiioas  look  lorwaid  10  the  tim«  when  our  own 
great  cities  would  gel  Into  the  tunc  naic.  Bui  they  have  been  qiMlcd  aa  if 
■tHnl  for  the  present  time  here.  A«  yei  oar  manufactttrcs  are  at  much  at 
their  rate,  at  independent  and  moral  at  oni  agricnllural  hahitK.  and  they  will 
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A  n^et  of  the  £omm(rHal prvdMcHoMS  pMrtituIar  (0  tht  titUt^  and  of 
thou  objeels  which  tht  inhatitants  are  aHigft/  tp  get  frgm  Bur^ft 
and  from  othtr  farts  ef  tM^  taarldt 

Before  the  present  war  we  exported,  e&mmumihtu  aimtt.  accord- 
ing  to  the  best  mformation  I  can  get,  nearlj  as  follows  :  [305] 


T«taeM 

WhMl 

l«MMce*a 

BhiffpiBi. 

Mmii.  pUftb,  matliBs.  I 
ffcingTw.  luva f 

Tar,  filch.  turp«siiiM 

Pcltiy.  Tic,  tkiiu  of  det*.) 
iMaVoi,  ottfn,miMfc  nn.  > 
Tacoooam,lat^ ) 

Poffc 

P1«j(4ced.  hcBip,  flMMa. . . . 

nteHl,»l«krM 

rcM 

BmI 

Bnndr  fram  pMckca  ud 

sfflM,  knd  wbUc«7 

Hmim. 


Otttity. 


tlo  hhiU. »( «ae  tbt. 
(.«««  b»nili. 


•.MB  h*lllfc. 


hicalsDilhn 


-t^ 


M  »-«d.  per  bwk.  ,  MWaH 

ii  14.  p«r  bmk.  iiiMaB" 


at  ted.  per  ML 
■i3l<Lp«rhU. 


UMtt 
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0«*1 


continue  m  at  long  h  ibcrc  jirc  racant  Iand»  for  Ihem  lo  mort  to  ;  becanic 
wheoever  tl  thall  Ik  allcmpted  by  iht  other  clauck  to  redoce  than  (o  the  foinU 
Rttam  of  Hilnitintcc,  they  arill  qnit  their  trades  and  go  lo  Uboring  tha  tmiA, 
A  fiiu  ijneMioD  is,  whether  it  i^  desirable  (or  m  to  receive  at  preeeal  the  tUw 
•ftlnte  and  demonJlud  luukUcnrttmen  of  the  oM  citJcs  of  Europe  ?  A  teeoad 
And  more  dMknh  mm  h,  when  ercn  good  handicnftnnrn  arrire  here,  is  it 
better  (or  thetn  to  let  ap  their  trade,  or  go  lo  the  culiitre  of  the  earth  ?  Whether 
their  labor  in  their  trade  ia  worth  mote  than  tJietr  lal>ar  on  the  »oit,  increased 
hj  Iht  crvntivc  encrgiea  o(  the  earth  ?  MaH  I  time  to  revitc  thai  chapter,  tbi« 
^eUlon  abiKitd  be  dtacaMed,  and  other  views  of  the  sub^ccl  taken,  which  aiv 
pftacBled  by  the  wonderful  chanjtes  which  have  taken  plac«  here  tttire  ijfli, 
wliea  the  Kotei  on  Virginia  were  written.  Perhaps  when  I  retire.  [  may  amitse 
Bpilf  with  a  setioui  tcticw  of  thu  work :  at  ptewnl  it  U  out  of  the  qaettion. 
Accept  my  italutations  and  good  wivhe^." 
'  Thii  luni  ii  equal  to  j^Sjo.ooo  ;  Virginia  money,  607,149  gnincaa.^  7~-7' 
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In  the  year  1758  we  exported  se\'enty  thousand  hogsheads  of 
tobacco,  which  was  the  ^catest  quantity  ever  produced  in  this 
country  in  one  year.  Hut  its  culture  was  fast  declining  at  the 
comnicncement  of  this  war,  and  that  of  wheat  taking  its  place : 
and  it  tnust  continue  to  decline  on  the  return  of  peace.  I  suspect 
that  the  change  in  the  temperature  of  our  climate  has  become 
sensible  to  that  plant,  which,  to  be  good,  requires  an  extraordinary 
degree  of  heat.  But  it  requires  still  more  indispensably  an  un- 
common fertility  of  soil :  and  the  jiricc  which  it  commands  at 
market  wilt  not  enable  the  planter  to  produce  this  by  manure. 
Was  the  supply  still  lo  depend  on  Virginia  and  Maryland  alone, 
as  its  culture  becomes  more  difficult,  the  price  would  rise,  so  as  10 
enable  the  planter  to  surmount  those  difficulties  and  to  live.  But 
the  western  country  on  the  Missisjpi,  and  the  midlands  of 
Georgia,  having  fresh  and  fertile  lands  in  abundance,  and  a  hotter 
sun,  will  be  able  to  undersell  these  two  states,  and  will  oblige  them 
to  abandon  the  raising  of  tobacco  altogether.  And  a  happy  obli- 
gation for  them  it  will  be.  It  is  a  culture  productive  of  infinite 
wretchedness.  [307]  Those  employed  in  it  are  in  a  continual 
state  of  exertion  beyond  the  power  of  nature  to  support  Little 
food  of  any  kind  is  raised  by  them  ;  so  that  the  men  and  animals 
on  these  farms  are  illy  fed,  and  (he  earth  is  rapidly  impoverished. 
The  cultivation  of  wheat  is  the  reverse  in  every  circumstance. 
Besides  cloathing  the  earth  with  herbage,  and  preser^-ing  its  fer- 
tility, it  feeds  the  labourers  plentifully,  requires  from  them  only  a 
moderate  toil,  except  in  the  season  of  harvest,  raises  great  num- 
bers of  animals  for  food  and  service,  and  diffuses  plenty  and  hap- 
piness among  the  whole.  We  find  it  easier  to  make  an  hundred 
bushels  of  wheat  than  a  thousand  weight  of  tobacco,  and  they  ore 
worth  more  when  made.  The  wcavil  indeed  is  a  formidable  ob- 
stacle to  the  cultivation  of  this  grain  with  us.  But  principles  are 
already  known  which  must  lead  to  a  remedy.  Thus  a  certain  de* 
gree  of  heat,  to  wit,  that  of  the  common  air  in  summer,  is  neces- 
sary to  hatch  the  eggs.  If  subterranean  granaries,  or  others, 
therefore,  can  l>e  contrived  below  that  temjierature,  the  evil  will 
be  cured  by  cold.  A  degree  of  heat  beyond  that  which  hatches 
the  egg  we  know  will  [30S]  kill  iL  But  in  aiming  at  this  we  easily 
run  into  that  which  produced  putrefaction.     To  produce  putrc- 
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faction,  however,  three  agents  are  requisite,  heat,  rooistare,  and 
ihe  external  air.     If  the  Bb!M^nce  of  any  one  of  these  be  secured, 
the  other  tiro  may  safety  be  admitted.     Heat  is  the  one  we  want 
Moisture  then,  or  external  air,  roust  be  excluded.    The  former 
has  been  done  by  exposing  the  grain  in  kilns  to  the  action  of  Bre, 
which  produces  heat,  and  extracts  moisture  at  the  same  time  :  the 
latter,  by  putting  the  grain  into  hogsheads,  covering  it  with  a  coat- 
ing of  lime,  and  heading  it  up.   In  this  situation  its  bulk  produced 
a  heat  sufficient  to  kill  the  egg ;  the  moisture  is  suffered  to  remain 
indeed,  but  the  external  air  is  excluded.     A  nicer  operation  yet 
has  been  attempted  :  that  is,  to  produce  an  intermediate  tempera- 
ture of  heat  between  that  which  kills  the  egg^  and  that  which  pro* 
duces  putrefaction.     The  threshing  the  grain  as  soon  as  it  is  cut, 
and  laying  it  in  its  chaff  in  large  heaps,  has  been  found  ^ery  nearly 
to  hit  this  temperature,  though  not  perfectly,  nor  always.     The 
heap  generates  heat  sufficient  to  kilt  most  of  the  eggs,  whilst  the 
chaff  commonly  restrains  it  from  rising  into  putrefaction.    But  all 
these  [309!  methods  abridge  too  much  the  quantit}*  which  the 
farmer  can  manage,  and  enable  other  countries  to  undersell  him, 
whicharenot  infested  with  this  insect.   There  is  still  a  desideratum 
then  to  give  with  us  decisive  triumph  to  this  branch  of  agriculture 
over  that  of  tobacco. — The  culture  of  wheat  by  enlarging  our  pas- 
ture, will  render  the  Arabian  horse  an  article  of  very  considerable 
profit.     Experience  has  shown  that  ours  is  the  particular  climate 
of  America  where  he  may  be  raised  without  degeneracy.     South- 
wardly the  heat  of  the  sun  occasions  a  deficiency  of  pasture,  and 
northwardly  the  winters  are  too  cold  for  the  short  and  fine  hair, 
the  particular  sensibility  and  constitution  of  that  race.    Animals 
transplanted  into  unfricniJIy  climates,  either  change  their  nature 
and  acquire  new  senses  against  the  new  difficulties  in  which  they 
are  placed,  or  they  multiply  poorly  and  become  extinct.     A  good 
foundation  is  laid  for  their  propagation  here  by  our  possessing 
already  great  numbers  of  horses  of  that  blood,  and  by  a  decided 
taste  and  preference  for  thero  established  among  the   people. 
Their  patience  of  heat  without  injury,  their  superior  wind,  fit  them 
better  in  this  and  the  more  southern  climates  even  for  the  drudge- 
[jio]  ries  of  the  plough  and  wagon.     Northwardly  they  will  be- 
come an  object  only  to  persons  of  taste  and  fortune,  for  the  saddle 


and  liflhi  carriages.  To  these,  and  for  thcte  uses,  (heir  flcetness 
and  beauty  will  recommend  them. — Besides  these  there  will  be 
other  valuable  substitutes  when  the  cultivatioo  of  tobacco  shall 
be  discontinued,  such  as  cotton  in  the  eastern  parts  of  the  state, 
and  hemp  and  flax  in  the  western. 

It  is  not  easy  to  say  what  ace  the  articles  either  of  necessity. 
comfort,  or  luxury,  which  we  cannot  raise,  and  which  we  there- 
fore shall  be  under  a  necessity  of  importing  from  abroad,  as 
everything  hardier  than  the  olive,  and  as  hardy  as  the  fig,  may  be 
raised  here  in  the  open  air.  Sugar,  coffee  and  tea,  indeed,  are 
not  between  these  limits  ;  and  habit  having  placed  them  among 
the  necessaries  of  life  with  the  wealthy  part  of  our  citizens,  as 
long  as  these  habits  remain  we  must  go  for  them  to  those  countries 
which  ate  able  to  furnish  them,  [jilj 


QUERY  XXI. 


The  weights,  measures  and  the  currency  of  the  hard  money  f 
defaih  reiating  to  exchange  with  Europe  t 


Some 


Our  weights  and  measures  are  the  same  which  are  fixed  by 
acts  of  purliament  in  England. — How  it  has  happened  that  in 
thiii  as  well  as  the  other  American  Slates  the  nominnl  value  of 
kcoin  was  made  to  differ  from  what  it  was  in  the  country  we  had 
'left,  and  to  dificT  among  ourselves  too,  I  am  not  able  to  say  with 
certainty.  I  find  that  in  1631  our  house  of  burgesses  desired  of 
the  privy  council  in  England,  a  coin  debased  to  twenty-five  per 
cent :  that  in  1645  they  forbid  dealing  by  barter  for  tobacco, 
and  established  the  Spanish  piece  of  eight  at  six  shillings,  as  the 
standard  of  their  currency  :  that  in  1655  tbey  changed  it  to  five 
shillings  sterling.  In  16S0  they  sent  an  address  to  the  king,  in 
consequence  of  which,  by  proclamation  in  1683,  he  fixed  the 
value  of  French  crowns,  rixdollars,  and  pieces  of  eight,  at  six 
shillings,  and  the  coin  of  New  England  at  one  shilling.  That 
in  1710,  1714,  1737,  and  1762  other  regulations  were  made, 
which  will  be  better  presented  to  the  eye  stated  in  the  form  of  a 
table  as  follows  ;  [jia] 
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GtllftMt... 

Brilkh  (Old  coin  BM  Mllln).  raid  coin 
o(  SpkiB  sad  FruK*,  i3ia)uiM( 
AnbuHBOtit,  KiMil«n«»r  Portugal 

Coified  golH  ■(  ihceNipin 

Bnflikh  iBilbd  lUvvt  nowjr,  In  p«o- 
porlkta  totbccrawn,  M 

Pillaf,     dscaiooB*    af      PUndcn. 

FnncB  acv*.  w  «II*«r  Loult,  eruu- 

dotof  Political 

Pww  piicvs,  OEM  d«l]an,  u>d  old  rU 

doUanM  ih«  ciBpM* 

OU  •filbk  vItw  coin  Ml  nilled. . 


tjlfc 


iHdwt. 


t»H. 


)».  d«t. 
J^.od. 


Ild.dwt. 


I7»J- 


Bi-Jd. 


tj««. 


4».3d.d«i. 


3'!' 


*  In  the  edition  tA  [&)},  the  foltomag  fooiuoie  \s  tdded  : 
"  In  the  SUtei  the  OoUat  is  valncO  at  6s..  the  nuBcidcncc  of  their  cun«ncy 
mil)  the  Greek  and  Roman  moneys  U  »o  singnUr  as  lobe  worlhjrof  notice, and 
to  fouad  a  nipkion  that  Ilii*  object  may  have  bud  aotiw  inHurnce  in  fisinc  oar 
raoneys  at  tliit  pwticulAT  point,  at  a  time  ^*hrn  ih«  >alu«  o(  (irtvk  and  Roman 
Icsraiac  wu  bok  jtuUf  alimated  than  at  ih»  day.  The  Penny  Lawfui  is 
predsely  the  Ronan  At,  which  was  their  unit ;  to  of  which,  e<)ital  10  Ttn 
PtH(*  l^vf/ul,  made  th«  Attic  nrachroa,  according  to  Plinj.  1..  ai.  c.  33.  In 
the  lalicr  agn  of  their  history  the  moneys  of  these  two  people  were  interwoven 
so  as  to  make  partii  ol  the  umc  irries,  which  were  in  Mtmc  dcgr«c  decimal. 

The  As  (L.  at  bnt  I.ibndii,  but  latterly  \  an  ounce  of  cop|>cr,  and  called 

UbclU=  id.  lawful, 
to  As  mode  the  Dcnaritn  (X..)  or  Attic  Dnchm  =  lod. 
too  Denarii  made  the  Mina  or  Pondo  =  i,oood.  :  or  ;£4  3s.  4d. 
Th«  Penarins  having  been  divided  into  fonrths  of  a)  As  tach,  the  fowth 

wu  called 
A  Srttcrtliis  at  Nummns,  (I.I.S.,  or  HS)  =  2|. 
too  Scftcicct  made  an  Aurctis  latterly  =  Ijod..  j^l  Oa.  lOd. 
1 .000  Sesterces  made  the  Sectertium  =  ^Vi  Sa.  4d. 
The  Ubim  =  9OX.  =  li  lawful 
The  Talent  of  Silver  =  te  Mina  =:  i^sso. 

The  Talent  of  Gold  was  the  decuple  of  the  talent  of  nlver,  al  the  propor- 
tion of  10  for  t.  as  among  the  Roman*  ^jf  1.500. 
And  wM  (lie  Military  of  the  Libra,  if  valued  at  16  for  I,  as  aaaong  oaodent 
=  1,000  libra  1=  ;i^4,ooo. 
"  II  b  aiMlcrvtood  that  the  Attic  I>rackm  of  silver  was  exactly  oui  Drachm 
Troy  of  60  grain* ;  The  IVnarius  of  ihe   Romans  wa*  the  jih  part  ol  ihctr 
Oiracc.  which  is  supposed  to  haw  been  exactly  our  Avoirdupois  Ovacv :  bul 
■bb  is  of  437}  grains  Troy,  wbidi  would  nuke  Ibc  Roman  Dawriu  6a)  gruin^  ; 
and  COM«<)ucnUy  ^  more  than  the  Attic  Drachm,  contrary  to  (be  testimony  of 
aali<}«ity.  (hat  Ihe  Denarius  and  Drachm  were  eqctal.     We  may  very  proba- 
bly CDDJecture  that  otu  Troy  weight  is  taken  from  the  Grecians,  froin  wbon 


The  first  syinploin  of  the  depreciation  of  our  present  paper- 
money,  was  that  of  silver  dollars  selling  at  six  shitlicgs,  which 
had  before  been  worth  but  five  shilling  and  nincpencc.  The 
assembly  thereupon  raised  ihem  by  law  to  six  shillings.  As  the 
dollar  is  now  likely  to  bcrome  the  money-unit  of  America,  as  It 
passes  at  this  rate  in  some  of  our  sister-states,  and  as  it  facilitates 
ihrir  computation  in  pounds  and  shillings,  &c  e  converso,  this 
seems  to  be  more  convenient  than  its  former  denomination.  But 
as  ihis  particular  coin  now  stands  higher  than  any  other  in  the 
proportion  of  133}  to  125,  or  16  to  15,  it  will  be  necessary  to  raise 
the  others  in  proportion. 

ow  jifayiician*  derive  thdr  tciencc.  and,  in  copying  tlx^r  recciptt,  would,  of 
COWM  praservc  their  weights,  which  Ks  the  qaanium  «nd  proiiortion  of  in- 
i;Tcdient«.  Wc  nay  u  probably  ■ffinn  thxt  our  Avvtidupoit  weight  is  trnken 
from  the  Romnnt,  fnm  whom,  through  their  colooics  snd  conquccu  in  Frsncc, 
Spain.  GenoMy,  Briuin,  we  derirc  our  agriculture  and  coaunerve.  Accord- 
ingly  we  ob«erve  that,  while  we  weigh  our  physic  by  ihe  Troy  or  Grecian 
Mrighis,  we  lue  the  Avoirdnpoit  or  Komnn  for  the  prodactions  of  «gricoIniK 
and  ccncral  triidei  of  cofnincrcc  ;  and  since  antiquity  atBmi«  that  these  tvro 
tmtiai  were  cniled  by  tbe  ogaatity  of  the  Dnuhm  ami  Denano^,  we  muKt  COB- 
clnde  ihmt  in  pragrcu  of  time  they  have  become  a  little  (eparxted  in  UK  with  lu. 
■a  wit,  ^  pan  a*  t>clorc  noted. 

"  Bat  tbe  point  ai  which  tbeir  separation  has  been  amtted  and  fiaed  is  ■ 
*evy  remarkable  one :  1,000  onnccs  avoirdapois  make  exsaly  a  cnbk  foot  of 
water.  This  integral,  decisval,  and  cnbical  relation  induces  a  prenimption, 
that  wiiilc  dccidiBg  anenpt  the  varieties  and  unceruintics  wbicb,  during  the 
mder  ages  of  arts,  we  know  had  crept  into  the  welghli  atvd  measaies  n(  England, 
they  bad  adopted  for  their  mandard  those  which  »lncid  m  conveniently  connected 
through  the  medium  of  «  natural  clement,  alwayt  al  hand  to  be  appealed  to. 

"  Tbe  ounce  Avo4rdup<HS  being  lhu>  Kxeil  at  the  tboaundlh  part  of  a  cubic 
foot  ot  water,  tbe  Winchester  biubel,  o(  3,150.4  cubic  incbc«,  filled  witb  water, 
wonM  wdgh  77.7  lb  Avoirdupois,  and.  filled  with  wheat  of  stalnle  quality. 
W«i(lMd  64  lb.  Amidst  the  varieties  discovered  between  the  standard  weights. 
Avoirdupois  and  Troy,  in  their  dilTerent  deiioaiiories.  it  wonid  l>c  ditcovcrcd 
that  all  of  Ihem  were  a  little  over  or  under  thi«  proportion  :  and  thb  would 
sufEcc  to  give  this  proportion  the  preference,  and  to  fix  the  standard  relation 
between  the  Avoirdupcas  and  Troy  pounds  at  tbat  which  Nalnre  has  eatabKshed 
between  the  weights  of  water  and  wheat ;  and  the  Troy  Ifrain,  j.Tfo  of  which 
make  the  pound  Troy,  would  be  so  adjusted  as  that  7,000  of  tbem  would  m«ke 
the  pound  AvoMvpois— for  7,000 1  StT^o :  :  77.7  :  ^i.  Exactly  the  uoe  pro> 
,  portioa  is  known  to  eaitt  between  tbe  dry  and  litiuid  measures — (or  the  com 
gaOon  contains  373  vulitc  Inches,  and  the  ancient  lii]uid  gallon  of  tiuildhall  934 
cable  inches — m  that  the  syuem  of  weights  and  mcunres.  Avoirdupois  and 
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The  nominiil  amount  of  these  varying  constantly  and  rapidly, 
with  the  constant  and  rapid  depreciation  of  our  paper-money,  it 
becomes  impracticable  to  say  what  they  are.  We  find  ourselves 
cheated  in  every  essay  by  the  depreciation  intervening  between 
the  [314]  declaration  of  the  tax  and  its  actual  receipt.  It  will 
therefore  be  more  satisfactory  to  consider  what  our  income  may 
be  when  we  shall  6nd  means  of  collecting  what  our  people  may 
spare.  I  should  estimate  the  whole  taxable  property  of  this  State 
at  an  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  or  thirty  millions  of  pounds 
our  money.  One  per  cent  on  this,  compared  with  anything  we 
ever  yet  paid,  would  be  deemed  a  very  heavy  tax.  Yet  I  think 
that  those  who  manage  well,  and  use  reasonable  oeconomy^  could 
pay  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  and  maintain  their  household  corn- 
Troy.  Arj  «nd  liquid,  uv  found  to  be  in  the  •hoplc  relation  of  the  wctghb 
ftntl  mcaiarea  of  Ibe  Iwo  obviont  uid  natural  xubjecU,  tr*ler  and  wheat  ; 
U»|  is  to  say,  the  Pound  Avoirdnpoisc  :  I'ound  Troy  : :  the  wcifibi  of  wat«r  : 
w«igbl  of  wheat :  :  the  bulk  of  the  com  Kalloii  :  lh«  bulk  of  the  liquid  goUou  ; 
or.  7,000:  5.760:  :77.;:  64:  :  37» ;  234- 

"  These  weights  and  measures  seem  to  have  been  so  combined  as  to  render 
It  tmtnatcrial  whether  a  coromoditf  was  dealt  out  by  weight  or  measure; 
(or  the  dry  gallon  of  wheat,  and  the  liquid  one  of  wine,  were  of  the  same 
weight ;  and  the  Avoirdupob  pound  of  wheat,  and  the  Troy  pound  of  vine, 
wetc  of  the  Mune  mcaMire.  A  more  natural,  accurate,  and  carious  reconcilia- 
tion of  the  two  Kniema  of  Greece  and  Rome,  which  happened  to  l>e  fonnd  in 
ns*,  could  not  hare  been  imagined  ;  and  the  exlcn.sion  of  the  connection,  from 
wdchu  and  meassres  to  coln».  as  is  done  to  jnicgrally  by  our  lawful  ctirrcncy, 
which  makes  the  peony  of  6  giains  of  silver  as  was  the  Roman  As,  has  com- 
pleted the  system. 

"  It  ii  true,  we  find  no  trace,  either  in  I^Bglish  or  American  history,  that 
these  were  the  v-icwt  which  determined  the  rvtatioa  exnting  between  ovr 
weights,  measures-,  and  moneys ;  bat  it  is  more  difficult  to  conceive  that  sudi 
a  seiics  of  combinations  should  hare  been  merely  accidental,  and  that  history 
should  have  been  silent  about  them. 

"  1  am  aware  that  ihere  arc  differences  of  opinion  as  to  the  ancient  weights 
and  coins.  Tho«e  here  staled  are  taken  from  Breiewood,  Kennet.  Ainswonh, 
and  the  Enclyclopcdia,  and  are  as  likely  to  have  prevailed  with  our  aocoston 
as  the  opinions  oppoaed  to  them." 
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fortably  in  the  meantime,  without  aliening  any  part  of  their  prin- 
cipal, and  that  the  people  would  submit  to  this  willingly  for  the 
purpose  of  supporting  their  present  contest.  We  may  say  then 
thai  wc  could  raise,  and  ought  to  raise,  from  one  million  to  one 
million  and  a  half  of  dollars  annually,  that  is  from  three  hundred 
to  four  hundred  and  fifty  thou&and  pounds,  Virginia  money. 

Of  our  expences  it  is  equally  diflicult  to  give  an  exact  statei 
and  for  the  same  reason.  They  are  mostly  stated  in  paper 
money,  which  varying  continually,  the  legislature  endeavors  at 
every  session,  by  new  cor-  [3i5]rectton8,  to  adapt  the  nominal 
sums  to  the  value  it  is  wished  they  would  bear.  I  will  state  them 
therefore  in  real  coin,  at  the  point  at  which  they  endeavor  to 
keep  them. 

The  Bnntial  ocpcfiMt  of  tbcgenerki  Kssembly  are  aboal  ....  90,000 

The  loveraor 3.339^ 

Tbc  council  ol  il^tc 10,66(4 

TTicircfcrtM t,l66| 

Eleven  judges It.ooo 

The  clerk  of  the  chancery M6| 

The  attorney  gcnerm] l.aoo 

Thnc  mditors  and  a  tolicilor SiSJH 

Their  deika a.ooo 

The  trcftcurer .•••.  3,ooO 

W'vk  clciks 3,000 

The  keeper  o(  the  public  jail 1,000 

The  public  printer (.6661 

Clerks  or  ihe  inferior  count 43.333^ 

Public  lery  :  thU  b  diiedy  fur  the  expeiues  of  oimiitft]  juuice     .  40,000 

County  levy,  for  bridges,  ctnui-boiucs,  priitmi.  &c. 40.000 

[316] 

Member*  of  Ccnereu 7.O00 

Quou  of  (he  Feder«l  civQ  Ibt,  nippoaed  |  of  abour  78,000  dollan  13,000 

Expence*  d  colleaing,  *ix  per  cent,  on  ihe  above 34i3lo ' 

The  clergy  ncdved  only  volunltry  contribuiioni ;  iapp«e  them 

on  an  avera^  |  of  a  dollar  a  tytbe  on  aoo.ooo  lythei   .    .    .  as.ooo 

Continfcncies,  to  make  nMod  numbers  sot  far  from  truth  .    .    .  5.533I  * 

$s;o,ooo 


'  Altered  in  edition  ol  1787  10  "  ia.310." 
^  Altered  In  edition  of  1787  to  "  75a3j." 
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Dollars  or  98,571  '  guineas.  This  estimate  is  exclusive  oC  tfae 
military  expence.  That  varies  with  the  force  actually  employed, 
aod  in  time  of  peace  will  probably  be  little  or  nothing.  It  is  ex- 
clusive also  of  the  public  debts,  which  are  growing  while  I  am 
writing,  and  cannot  therefore  be  now  fixed.  From  these  articles 
if  we  strike  out  thai  of  300,000  dollars  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
poor,  and  12,000  dollars  for  its  collection,  which  being  merely  a 
matter  of  rharity.  cannot  be  deemed  expended  in  the  rdministra- 
tion  of  governraeni ;  and  the  35,000  dollars*  for  the  services  of  the 
clergy  which  neither  makes[3i7]part  of  that  administratioD,  more 
than  what  is  paid  to  physicians,  or  lawyers,  and  being  voluntary,  is 
either  much  or  nothing  as  every  one  pleases,  it  leaves  $333,000, 
equal  to  47.785  guineas,  the  real  cost  of  the  apparatus  of  govern- 
ment wilh  118.  This,  divided  among  the  actual  inhabitants  of  our 
country  comes  to  about  two  fifths  of  a  dollars,  33d  sterling,  or  ^i 
sols,  the  price  which  each  pays  annually  for  the  protection  of  the 
residue  of  his  property,  that  of  his  person  and  the  other  advan- 
tages of  a  free  government.  The  public  revenues  of  Great 
Britain  divided  in  like  manner  on  its  inhabitants  would  be  sixteen 
times  greater.  Deducting  the  aggregate  sum  of  460,000  dollars' 
from  Ihe  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  which  we  before  supposed 
might  be  annually  paid  without  distress,  we  may  conclude  that 
this  stale  can  contribute  one  million  of  dollars  annually  towards 
supporting  the  federal  army,  paying  the  federal  debt,  building  a 
federal  nai-y,  or  opening  roads,  clearing  rivers,  forming  safe  pons, 
and  other  useful  works. 

To  this  estimate  of  our  abilities,  let  me  add  a  word  as  to  the 
application  of  thctn,  if,  when  cleared  of  the  present  contest,  and 
of  [317]  the  debts  with  which  that  will  charge  us,  we  come  to 
measure  force  hereafter  with  any  European  power.  Such  e^-ents 
are  devoutly  to  be  deprecated.     Young  as  we  are.  and  with  such 

'Altered  tq  edition  ol  x-j%-i  la  "  j3,57i." 

*Inth«  edilioD  «(  1787  troin  the  word  "From"  W  "35.000"  doUan  U 
cancrllcd  and  ibe  foIIuvHnc  puMg«  tnbsM'iuicd :  "So  it  »  ibc  mainlcniiKC 
of  tbe  poor,  which  beins  nwraly  a  matter  of  durity  CAunot  be  dccued 
npoadcd  to  tbe  admlnutntion  of  govenun^nt.  And  If  we  strilce  oat  Uie 
$as,ooo"  «ic. 

*  AheKd  in  edition  of  1767  to  read  :  "  Dcdncting  even  the  daulde  oJ  tbe  ex- 
peuee  of  fovenunent,  u  before  ertiraated,  from  the  iBillion  xeu\  a  half,"  etc. 


a  country  before  us  to  611  with  people  aod  with  happiness,  we 
should  point  in  that  direction  the  whole  geaenttive  force  of  na- 
ture, wasting  none  of  it  in  efforts  of  mutual  destruction.  It 
should  be  our  endeavor  to  cultivate  the  peace  and  friendship  of 
e\'ery  nation,  even  of  that  which  has  injured  us  most,  when  we 
shall  have  carried  our  point  against  her.  Our  interest  will  be  to 
throw  open  the  doors  of  commerce,  and  to  knock  off  all  its  shackles, 
giving  perfect  frecdoin  to  all  persons  for  the  vent  of  whatever  they 
may  choose  to  bring  into  our  ports,  and  asking  the  same  in  theirs. 
Never  was  so  much  false  arithmetic  employed  on  any  subject,  as 
that  which  has  been  employed  to  persuade  nations  that  it  is  their 
interest  to  go  to  war.  Were  the  money  which  it  has  cost  to  gain, 
at  the  close  of  a  long  war,  a  little  town,  or  a  little  territory,  the 
right  to  cut  wood  here,  or  to  catch  tish  there,  expended  in  im- 
proving what  ihcy  already  possess,  in  making  roads,  oi)cning  rivers 
building  ports,  improving  the  arts  [319]  and  finding  employment 
for  their  idle  poor,  it  would  render  them  much  stronger,  much 
wealthier  and  happier.  This  I  hope  will  be  our  wisdom.  And 
perhaps,  to  remove  as  much  as  possible  the  occasions  of  making 
war,  it  might  be  better  for  us  to  abandon  the  ocean  altogether, 
that  being  the  element  whereon  we  shall  be  principally  exposed 
to  justlc  with  other  nations  :  to  leave  to  others  to  bring  what  we 
shall  want,  and  to  carry  what  we  can  spare.  This  would  make  us 
invulnerable  to  Europe,  by  off^cnng  none  of  our  property  to  their 
prize,  and  would  turn  all  our  cilisens  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
earth  ;  and,  I  repeat  it  again,  cultivators  of  the  earth  are  the  most 
virtuous  and  independant  citizens.  It  might  be  time  enough  to 
seek  employment  for  them  at  sea,  when  the  land  no  longer  offers 
it.  But  the  actual  habits  of  our  countrymen  attach  them  to  com- 
merce. They  will  exercise  it  for  themselves.  Wars  then  must 
sometimes  be  our  lot ;  and  all  the  wise  can  do,  will  be  to  avoid 
that  hah  of  them  which  would  be  produced  by  our  own  follies, 
and  our  own  acts  of  injustice ;  and  to  make  for  the  other  half  the 
best  preparations  we  can.  Of  what  nature  should  these  be  ?  [330] 
A  land  army  would  be  useless  for  offence,  and  not  the  best  nor 
safest  instrument  of  defence.  For  either  of  these  purposes,  the 
sea  is  the  field  on  which  we  should  meet  an  European  enemy.  On 
that  element  it  is  necessary  we  should  possess  some  power.     To 
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$iM  Al  tuch  Jl  nary  as  the  greater  nations  of  Europe  possess,  would 
be  •  foolish  «nii  wicked  waste  of  the  rnergies  of  our  countrymen. 
It  would  be  to  pull  on  our  own  heads  that  load  of  military  cxpence 
which  makes  the  European  labourer  go  snpperless  to  bed,  and 
moistcnfi  his  bread  with  the  sweat  of  his  brows.  It  will  be  enocgh 
if  we  enable  ourselves  in  prevent  insults  from  those  nations  of 
Kurope  which  are  weak  on  the  sea,  because  drcumstances  eiist, 
which  render  even  the  stronger  ones  weak  as  to  us.  Providence 
has  placed  their  richest  and  most  defenceless  possessions  at  our 
door ;  has  obliged  their  most  precious  commerce  to  pass,  as  it 
were,  in  review  before  us.  To  protect  this,  or  to  assail,  a  small 
part  only  of  their  naval  force  will  ever  be  risqucd  across  the  Atlantic 
The  dangers  to  which  the  elements  expose  them  here  are  too  well 
known,  and  the  greater  dangers  to  which  they  would  be  ex-  [33 1  j 
posed  at  home  were  any  general  calamity  to  involve  their  whole 
fleet.  They  can  attack  us  by  detachment  only ;  and  it  will  suffice 
to  make  ourselves  equal  to  what  they  may  deiacb.  Even  a  smaller 
force  than  they  may  deucb  will  be  rendered  equal  or  superior  by 
the  quickness  with  which  any  check  may  be  repaired  with  us, 
while  losses  with  them  will  be  irreparable  till  too  late.  A  small 
aaval  force  then  is  sufficient  for  us,  and  a  small  one  is  necessary. 
What  this  should  be,  I  will  not  undertake  lo  say.  1  will  only  say, 
it  should  by  no  means  be  so  great  as  we  are  able  to  make  it  Sup- 
pose the  million  doltars,  or  300.000  pKiunds  which  Virginia  could 
annually  spare  without  distress,  to  be  applied  10  the  creating  a 
nsixy.  A  single  year's  contribution  would  build,  equip,  man,  and 
send  to  sea  a  force  which  should  carry  300  guns.  The  rest  of  the 
confederacy,  exerting  themselves  in  the  same  proportion,  would 
equip  in  the  same  time  1500  guns  more.  So  that  one  year's  con- 
tributions would  set  up  a  navy  of  1800  guns.  The  British  ships 
of  the  line  average  76  guns;  their  frigates  .^8.  iHoo  guns  then 
would  form  a  fleet  of  30  ships,  18  of  which  might  [312J  be  of  the 
line,  and  13  frigates.  Allowing  8  men,  the  British  average,  for 
every  gun,  their  annual  expence,  including  subsistance,  doalhiog^ 
pay,  and  ordinary  repairs,  would  be  about  izSo  dollars  for  every 
gUD.  or  3.304.000  dollars  for  the  whole.  I  state  this  only  as  one 
year's  pottsible  exertion,  without  deciding  whether  more  or  lest 
than  a  year's  exertion  should  be  thus  applied. 


178»] 


THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 


aSt 


The  value  of  our  lands  and  slaves,  taken  conjunctly,  doubles 
in  about  twenty  years.  This  arises  from  the  multiplication  of 
onr  staves,  from  the  extension  of  culture,  and  increased  demand 
for  lands.  The  amount  of  what  may  be  raised  will  of  course 
rise  in  the  same  proportion. 


QUERY  XXIH. 

The  histories  of  the  state,  the  memorials  published  in  its  tiame  in  the 
time  a/  its  being  a  eoicny,  and  the  pamphlets  relating  ta  its  interior 
9r  exterior  affairs  present  or  antient  t 

Captain  Smith,  who  next  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  may  be  consid- 
ered as  the  founder  [323]  of  our  colony,  has  written  its  history, 
from  the  first  adventures  to  it  till  the  year  1634.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  council,  and  afterwards  president  of  the  colony  ;  and 
to  his  efforts  principally  may  be  ascribed  its  support  against  the 
opposition  of  the  natives.  He  was  honest,  sensible,  and  well  in- 
formed ;  but  his  .style  is  barbarous  and  uncouth.  Hts  history, 
however,  is  almost  the  only  source  from  which  we  derive  any 
knowledge  of  the  infancy  of  our  Stale. 

The  reverend  William  Stith,  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  pre»- 
dent  of  its  college,  has  also  written  the  history  of  tlie  same 
period,  in  a  large  octavo  volume  of  small  print.  He  was  a  man 
of  classical  learning,  and  very  exact,  but  of  do  taste  in  style. 
He  is  inelegant,  therefore,  nnd  his  details  often  too  minute  10 
be  tolerable,  even  to  a  native  of  the  country,  whose  history  he 
writes. 

Beverley,  a  native  also,  has  run  into  the  other  extreme,  he  has 
comprised  our  history  from  the  first  propositions  of  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh  to  the  year  1700,  in  the  hundredth  part  of  the  space 
which  Stith  employs  for  the  fourth  part  of  the  period.  [334] 

Sir  William  Keith  has  taken  it  up  at  its  earliest  period,  and  con- 
tinued it  to  the  year  1725.  He  is  agreeable  enough  in  style,  and 
pftSftes  over  events  of  little  importance.  Of  course  he  is  short, 
and  would  be  preferred  by  a  foreigner. 

During  the  regal  government,  some  contest  arose  on  the  exac- 
tion of  an  illegal  fee  by  governor  Dinwiddie,  and  doubtless  there 
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vrere  others  on  other  occasions  not  at  present  recollected.  It  is 
supposed  that  these  are  not  snfficientl^  tnterestiiig  to  a  foreigner 
to  merit  a  detail. 

The  petitioa  of  the  council  and  burgesses  of  Virginia  to  the 
king,  their  memorials  to  the  lords,  and  remonstnnce  to  the  com- 
roons  in  the  year  1764,  began  the  present  contest:  and  these 
having  proved  ineffectual  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  stamp- 
act,  the  resolutions  of  the  house  of  burgesses  of  1765  were  passed 
declaring  the  independance  of  the  people  of  Virginia  of  the  par- 
liament of  Great  Britain,  in  matters  of  taxation.  From  that  time 
till  the  declaration  of  independnce  by  Congress  in  1776,  their 
journals  are  filled  with  assertions  of  the  public  rights.  [335] 

The  pamphlets  published  in  this  State  on  the  controTerted 
question,  were, 

1766,  An  Inquiry  into  the  rights  of  the  British  Colonies,  b^ 
Richard  Bland. 

1769,  The  Monitor's  Letters,  by  Dr.  Arthur  Lee. 

1774,  A  summary  View  of  the  rights  of  British  Americx' 

1774,  Considerations  &c.,  by  Robert  Caner  Kicholas. 

Since  the  declaration  of  independance  this  State  has  bad  no 
controversy  with  any  other,  except  with  that  of  Pennsylvania,  on 
their  common  boundary.  Some  papers  on  this  subject  passed  be- 
tween the  executive  and  legislative  bodies  of  the  two  slates,  the 
result  of  which  was  a  happy  accomraodalton  of  their  rights. 

To  this  account  of  our  historians,  mcmonals  and  pamphlets, 
it  may  not  be  unuseful  to  add  a  chronological caulogueof  Ameri- 
can stale-pajiers,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  collect  their  titles. 
It  is  fax  from  being  either  complete  or  correct.  "Where  the  title 
alone,  and  not  the  paper  itself,  has  come  under  my  observation, 
1  cannot  an-  [326]  swet  for  the  exactness  of  the  date.  Sometimes 
1  hare  not  been  able  to  find  any  date  at  all,  and  sometimes  have 
not  been  satisfied  that  such  a  paper  exists.  An  extensive  collec- 
tion of  papers  of  this  description  has  been  for  some  time  in  a 
course  of  preparation  by  a  gentleman '  fully  equal  to  the  task, 
and  from  whom,  therefore,  we  may  hope  ere  long  to  receive  it. 


'  By  lh«  sathor  of  iboe  nun. — T.  J.    Sec  anU,  1.  431, 
*Mr.  Himd.-T'.  J. 
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la  the  meantime  accept  this  as  the  result  of  iny  labon,  and  as 
closing  the  tedious  detail  which  you  have  so  undesignedly  drawn 
upon  jrourselC.  [337] 
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.4A  FA  t 
■1-  H.  ». 

isoo.     Dm. 
>«.  t«.  H.  J. 


II.  M.  El. 


•its.  r<b.  ft. 


9}.     16  £1. 


?."•  '■  ^- 


149}.  Nov- ■• 


■And,      Apt. 
■«.  4  j«e.  1. 

■<a7.     Uai. 
t.  4.  Jk.  I. 


•J.  ).J«e.». 
■4i^    April 


■•m    Uu. 

■1. ».  Jae.  k 

1*17.  J«c.  I. 

iltoa.  Am.  7, 
■•.  J»t  I, 


Pro  Johanne  Caboto  et  lillis  sait  super  terra  incognita  invesd* 

guida.     13.  Ky.  59s.  5.  HaU.  .4.  3.  Ment.  Am.  409. 
BilU  tignala  anno  13.  Hennvi  tejiliini.  5.  HaVlnyt't  v<»agn  5. 
De  potdtatibui  ad  terras  iocagnitat  iavutiguMJnin.   13.  Rjrrner. 

37. 
Coramlssloo  de  Pmofois  t.  i  Jacquu  Canlcr  pour  I'sstablhsemeDt 

du  Canada.     L'Escatbot.  39T>     3.  Mem.  Am.  4)6. 
An  ad  against  (he  exaction  of  money,  or  an/  ulbcr  tiling,  by  any 

officer  (or  liOTne   to   Irafiique   into    IscUnd   and    Ncvrfoand- 

land,  made  in  An.  a.  Edwaidi  uxii.  3.  flakX  131. 
The  le(ter«-paicnl  granted  bjr  her  Majestic  to  Sir   Humiihtejr 

Gilbcn.  knighi,  for  the  inhabiting  and  plaottng  of  ooi  people 

lo  America.  3.  Hakl.  13$. 
Letters-patent  of  Queea  Eliiabeih  to  Adrian  Gtlbcn  and  others 

[326]  to  discover  the  northwest  passage  to  China.  3.  Ilaiil.  96. 
The  leder^patcnt  granted  by  the  Queen's  majcktic  to  M.  Waller 

Rateigh,now  knight,  for  the  diKTOvering  and  planting  of  new- 
lands  and  countries,  to  continnr  the  space  of  six  years  and  no 

more.     3.  Hakl.  143. 
Ad  assignment  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  for  continuing  the  action 

ol  inhabiting  and  planting  his  people  ia  Virginia.     Hakl.  lat. 

ed.  puhl.  in  1569.  p.  Stj. 
Lcitrcs  dc  Liculcnani  General  de  I'Acadie  ct  pays  circonvoisins 

poor  le  Sicur  de  Moots.     L'Escarbot.  417. 
Letten-palent   to  Su  Thonwi   Gates,   Sir   George  Soeaers   and 

others  o(  America.  Stith.  Apend.  N'o.  t. 
An  ordinance  and  conslilutiou  enlarginj[  ilw  council  of  tlie  two 

colonics  in  Virginia  and  Anet-  l339jica,  aad  aagmeBtiag  their 

authority,  M.  S. 
The  Second  charter  to   the  treasQier   and  company  for  Virginia, 

erecting  limn  into  a  body  politick,     Slilh.  Ap.  3. 
l.«tters-patenta  to  the  E.  of  Northampton,  granting  pan  of  the 

Uland  o(  Newfoundland,     i.  Harris.  S61. 
A  third  chatter  to  the  treasurer  and  company  for  Viigiuia.    Stith. 

Ap.  3. 
A  oommiaton  to  Sir  Waller  Rald^.     Qu. 
Commiiaioapecialis  ooncemensle  garbling  herbte  Nocotlanc.  17. 

Rym.  19a 
A  proclanaalion  for  restraint  of  Ibe  diujinlcrcd  trading  of  tobacco, 

17.  Rym.  233. 
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■e•^  Ptb. 
•7. »  C«».  t. 
>^.  Un. 
■«.  on  r  ■ 
Cu.  1. 

Iter.  Uw. 
■«.  J  Cm.  •. 

■««.  Mm. 
ji^jCar.  1. 
Iter.  Aac  9. 
■  Cu.  t. 
t«AMar.«. 
I  Cw.  1. 

*»■ 

IHO.  |m.  B. 
jCu.i. 


A  gnwt  of  New-Eagbnd  lo  ibe  comtdl  of  Flynovth. 

An  ordiiuace  and  comlilaliaB  of  the  ireaconr,  cooocU  and  com- 

pftsjp  IB   EncUtid.  far  «  coondt  [330]  of  lUle  uul  gcaenl 

■SKinbl;^  in  Virginia.     Sitlh.  Ap.  4. 
A  grant  of  Nova  Scotia  to  Sit  William  Aloandtf.     3.  Hem.  de 

rAneri4|ue.  193. 
A  proclaauition  prohibiting  iDtcTtoping  luxl  disorderly  trading  to 

New   t^ngland  in  America.      17.  Kym.  416. 
De  comuU&kiBe  spcdali  WUlcIno  Jones  millli  dlrecu.  17.  Rym. 

490. 
A  |;ranl  to  Sir  Edmund  Ploydcn,  of  New  Albion.    HentioDed  in 

Smith'i  examination .     6). 
De  commuEMM  llcarico  vicccomitl  Mandcnll  et  aliis.  17,  Rjm. 

609. 
De  cotnmiutone  spedaJi  concernenli  gobcnntSonem  In  Virgini*. 

17.  Rym.  618. 
A  pToclamatioo  conccrsiag  tobacco.  17-  Rym.  6si. 
De  coiKcuioac  demiis.  Edwardo  Dttchtield  et  aliis.  I7>  RyiB. 

633-  (33') 
A  prodanation  for  the  otter  prohibiting  the  importation  and  use 

of  all  tobacco  whidi  is  not  of  the  proper  groirth  of  tlie  colony 

of  Viigioia  and  the  Somer  ulaada,  or  ooe  of  ihcm.  17.  Ryn. 

668. 
De  conunittionc  dincia  Gtorgio  Yardeley  militi  et  aliii.  16.  Ryn. 

311. 
Prodanatio  de  berba  XicotianL  tS.  Rym.  19. 
A  proclamatioa  for  tettlinge  the  pliatatioo  of  Viiginia.  18.  Ryn. 

7»- 
A  grant  of  the  *oiI,  barony,  and  domaini  of  Noria  Scotia  to  Sir 

Wm.  AlcsandcT  of  Minatrie.  1.  Mem.  Am.  926. 
Conuniuio  directa  a  Johanni   WolUenholme  mihti  et  alii*.   tS. 

kym.  831. 
A  proclamation  touching  tobacco.  Rym.  84S. 
A  grant  of  MoicachuKtu  bay  by  the  council  of  riymoatb  to  Sir 

Heniy  Ro«wd1  and  others.  [333) 
De  conceiaione  comtniuionis  ipecialis  procoaciKo  in  Virgloia.  \%. 

Rym.  980. 
De  proctajnatione  dr  aignaiione  de  tobacco.  tS.  Rym.  BS6. 
Dc  procUmaiionc  pia  ofdinatione  >le  tobacco.  iS  Rym.  930. 
A  conArmation  of    the    grant    of    MaasacbuaetU    hay    by   the 

crown. 
The  capitulation  of  Quebec.    Cbamplain  pert.  a.  9l6.  3.  Men. 

Am.  jSg. 
A  proclamation  coacerning  tobacco.  19.  Rym.  sjs. 
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t«9>,    April 

J* 


;rc3^-.^"- 


lAia.  Dsc.  J. 
«Car.  r. 

itijft,  C*r.  t. 


itjOhCu.  I. 

1631.      M*T. 
■>  i  C*x.  U 

1(31,     Juiw 
xt.  1  Cm.  I. 


-*4)>.     June 


•f-tCar-i. 


•a.  E  C*r.  1. 

i*u.  July  !■ 
9CU.  1. 

q. «  Cw.  1. 


tA]),      Oct. 
■  |.  qCw.  I. 

■61),    Msr. 
•«J4.     M«y 


Convcyuice  of  Nowii  Scotw  (Port-rofftI  excepted)  bjr  Sir  Willian 
Alcxandei  to  Sir  Cbtnle  St.  Elieiimo  Lord  of  U  Tovr  Bod  of 
Uoitc  and  Id  bU  sob  Sir  Charles  de  St.  Eticnoe  Lord  of  St. 
Dcnniscoun,  on  condition  ihat  (hey  nntinuc  mbjccts  to  the 
king  of  Scotland  under  the  great  kjiI  of  Scotland. 

A  proclaiDAiinn  forbidding  the  dikorderljr trading  with  iheMvages 

in  New  Lnglaiul  in  Ain&{J33]rica,  cs^iecially  the  lurnishing  (he 

natirci  to  (bo%c  and  other  parts  of  America  by  the  EnsUtli  vi'tih 

wcaponsandhAbtliineiiUof  irarre.  14.  Ry.  3to.  3.  Riuhw.  63. 

A  ptodamalioR  prohibiting  the  tellinf  anns,  &c-,  to  the  uvages 

in  America.     Mentioned  ?.     Ruihw.  75' 
A  gT«Dl  of  Connecticut  by  the  couactl  of  Plymouth  to  the  E.  of 
Warwick. 

A  Doahrmalton  by  the  crown  of  the  grant  of  Conneclicvl  [said  la 
be  in  Ihe  petty-hag  ofhce  in  HngtuDd.) 

A  oonveiancc  of  Connecticut  by  the  E.  of  Wanrick  to  Locd  Say, 
and  Sea),  and  othen.     Smith's  esaioination.  Appendix  No.  1. 

A  special  comoiisBon  to  Edward.  Eatle  of  Donett,  sod  othen, 
tor  the  better  plantation  of  the  colony  of  Virginia.  19.  Ry.  301. 
[334] 

latere  contlnentet  pronii««oneia  le^i  ad  trsdenura  ^^tnim  el 
habitalioaem  de  Kebec  in  Canada  id  regen  Fraooonim.  ig. 
Ry.  303. 

Trait^  entre  le  roy  I.uub  XII  t.  ct  Charles  rtri  d'Anglcterre  pour 
la  restitution  de  la  nouvelle  France,  la  Cailie  el  Canada  et  des 
navtres  el  merchandises  prisde  patt  et  d'autrr.  Kail  a  St.  Cet- 
main.  iq.  Ry.  Jbi.  2  Mem.  Am.  j. 

A  grant  of  Maryland  lo  Coeciliiu  Cklvert,  tiWCMI  o(  Baltimore  iD 
Ireland. 

A  petition  of  Ihe  planters  ci  Virgiinia  against  the  grant  to  lord 
Baltimoce. 

Order  of  comnci)  upon  the  dispute  between  the  Virginia  plaaten 
Bad  Lord  BaJtimoce,  Votes  o{  rcpres.     Pennsylvania  V. 

A  procUmatJoo  to  prevent  abttsn  growing  by  the  am>rdercd  re- 
[33s]  tailing  of  tobacco.     Mentioned  3.  Roshw.  iqi. 

A  spectal  coromiuion  to  Thomas  Young  to  search,  discover  and 
find  out  what  ports  arc  not  yet  inhabited  in  Virginia  and  Amer- 
ica and  other  parts  thereunto  adjoining.     19.  Ry.  47a. 

A  proclamalinn  for  preventing  of  the  abuses  growing  by  the  un- 
ordered retailing  of  tobacco.  19.  Ry.  474. 

A  procUmalion  reUraining  the  abusirc  venting  of  tobacco.  19. 
Rym.  53a. 

A  proclamation  concerning  the  landing  of  tobacco,  and  also  fui- 
biddlng  the  planting  thereof  In  tha  king's  dominions.  19.  Ry. 
5S3- 
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19.  toCat.  1. 
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14)8,  Apr.  ^ 
14  Cw.  I. 


t6)|.  Miiy  I. 
■j  C«r.  I. 

i«]A,    Mu. 
•S.    Cmr. ). 

!«»,     Au|. 

■«.    If  Car. 


I*,    ij  C«r. 


)«»,  Car.  I. 
9.  ijCaf.  1. 


A  oonuBtMoa  to  tbc  Archbtahop  of  Ctntcrbury  and  1 1  othcn.  for 
governing  the  American  colonies, 

A  commiuion  concerning  tobacco.     M.  S.  [336] 

A  coininJuton  from  Lotd  Say.  and  Seal,  and  others,  to  John  Win- 
Ihrop  to  be  gowmor  of  Connectioit.     Smith's  App, 

A  grant  lo  Puke  Hamilton. 

De  comroiuinne  speciali  Johanni  Harrey  milib  to  pro  neliori 
rcgeminc  coloniac  jp  Virginia.  30.  Ky.  3. 

A  proclamation  conccrmng  tobacco.     Titla  in  3.  Ruih.  617. 

Oc  CDtnmiMione  special!  Georgio  donaiao  Ckiring  el  aliia  conoaui 
cooccmenle  venilitiuncm  de  tobacco  a.b>i|ue  licentii  regii.  SO. 
Ry.  116. 

A  prodamatJOD  againHl  disorderly  trantiponing  his  Majcaly's  sub- 
jects to  the  pUaiations  within  the  parts  of  America,  ao.  Ry. 
143-  3.  Riuh.  409. 

An  order  of  the  priry  council  to  slay  8  nhipa  now  in  the  Thames 
from  going  to  New  Kogland.  y.  Kuxh.  afx}.  [337] 

A  wmrrant  of  ibe  Lord  Admiral  to  stop  unconformable  minister* 
from  going  beyond  the  seat.  3.  Ruitli.  410. 

Order  of  council  upon  Claiboroe's  petition  a^tainst  Lord  Balti- 
more.   Voles  of  trprcscntatives  of  PriuiBylt-atua.  vi. 

An  order  of  the  king  and  conndl  that  the  attorney  general  draw 
ap  a  proclamation  to  prohibit  transportation  of  pasaengers  to 
New  England  without  IkcDsc.  3.  Rush,  7)8. 

A  proclamation  lo  restrain  the  irampaitiiig  of  paiaengen  aod  pnv 
risiaaii  to  New  EngUnd  without  iicciiM;.  7n,  Ry.  313. 

A  proclamation  concerning  tobacco.     Title  4.  Raak.  1060. 

A  prodamattoD  declaring  hi»  majesly'o  picamre  to  continue  hja 
commitston  and  letlen  patent*  for  Iiccni>ing  rctaiterx  of  tobacco. 
TO.  Ry.  348.  [338] 

De  coouniasione  speciall  Henrico  Ashton  armtgero  A  oUIt  ad 
amovendam  Henricum  Hawlcy  gabemalorcm  de  Barbadoea. 
»o.  Rym.  357- 

A  proclamation  concerning  retailers  of  tobacco.  4.  Rush.  966. 

De  coDslitulionc  gaberoatoris  et  condlii  pro  Virginia.  90.  Ry. 
464- 

Anidcs  of  union  and  confederacr  entered  into  by  MaMachusetts, 
I^ymoulh,  ConneclicDt  and  New-haven,  t.  Neale.  333. 

Deed  frocn  G«o«ff*  Kenwick  to  the  oM  Connedioil  }urt«)iction. 

An  ordiaaDce  of  the  lords  and  common*  aasembled  in  parliament, 
for  eaonptJng  from  custom  and  impostion  all  commodities  ex- 
ported for,  or  imported  from  New-England,  which  has  been 
very  prosperous  and  without  any  public  charge  lo  thi*  tialc. 
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aad  b  likely  to  prove  [^399]  very  bappy  for  the  pro|Mgaiioa  of 
the  gMpel  in  thooe  p«rU.  Tit.  in  .^mer.  libraiy  90.  5.  No 
date.  Bat  Kcm*  by  the  ncighlxmring  utick«  to  have  been  in 
1644. 

An  act  for  chBtgin|r  of  tobacco  brottglil  from  N«w  EnglaiKl  with 
CDStom  whI  vKcitc.     Title  in  American  librsry.  94.  6, 

An  act  tor  the  advuidrq^  uid  rqtalaUae  the  UAtle  o(  dtte  conmon- 
wealifa.     TiL  in  Araer.  libr.  99.  q. 

Grant  o(  the  Nonhcni  neck  of  Virginia  to  Lord  Hopton,  Lord 
Jennya,  Lord  Culpepper,  Sir  John  Berkky.  Sir  WilUom  More- 
ton.  Sir  I>iidte)r  Wyall.  anH  Thomas  Culpepper. 

Ad  act  prohibitii^  trade  nith  the  Barbadoci,  Virginia,  Bermudaa 
and  Antegjo.  S^robeilV  Acu.  1027. 

A  declanlioB  «(  Lord  Willooghby.  Kovcnior  of  Batbadoa,  ftnd 
[540]  of  bis  couDcfl,  against  an  act  of  parliament  of  3d  of  Octo- 
ber, iftso.  4.  Pelit.  rtgitier.  3.  cited  from  4  NcaL  hist,  of  Uw 
I'nritans.     App.  No.  I3  tral  onf  there. 

A  final  Mtllcmcnt  of  boundaries  iMlween  the  Dutch  New  Nether 
land*  and  ConneclicoL 

Inilmctianii  (or  Captain  Robert  Dennik,  Mi.  Richard  Bcnnct, 
Mi.  Thotiias  StaQ^e,  and  Captain  William  Claibourn,  appointed 
connustfonen  for  (he  reducing  of  Virginia  and  the  inhabllaott 
thereof  to  their  due  obedience  to  the  commonwealth  of  England. 
I    Thorloe's  stale  papen.  197. 

An  an  for  increaae  of  shipping  and  encouragemenl  of  the  nariga 
lion  of  thi«  nation.     Scot>cirs  acti.  1449. 

Articles  agreed  on  and  concluded  at  Jamo  citic  in  Viifinia  for  the 
rarrendcTing  and  aettUng  ol  [341}  that  plantation  under  the 
obedience  and  govemmenc  of  the  comnvonwcatth  of  England, 
by  ihe  comaiisiioner&  of  the  council  of  Kate,  by  antboriiic  of 
the  parliament  of  England,  and  by  the  (^rand  assembly  of  the 
governor,  council,  and  bnrgcttc  of  that  stale.  M.  S.  [.\nlc.  p. 
Z06.] 

An  act  of  indempnitie  made  at  the  rairender  of  the  conntij  \tA 
Virginia]  [Ante  p.  3c<>.] 

Capitulation  de  Port  Royal.  Mem.  Am.  507. 

A  proclamation  of  the  protedov  relating  to  Jamaica.  3  Thorl.  7S- 

The  protector  to  the  coromiwionert  of  Maryland.  A  letter.  4. 
Thurl.  55. 

An  iutremant  made  at  the  council  of  Jamaica,  Oct.  8,  1655,  for 
the  better  carrying  on  of  alTatn  there.    4.  Thurl,  71.  [343! 

Treaty  of  Westminater  between  France  and  England,  6.  cuqti 
diplom.  part  3.  p.  lai.  t  Mem.  Am.  to. 

The  astemblj  at  barbadoci  lo  the  protector.    4  Tbnrl.  651. 
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1*5*.  Cv.  ■. 

t<ta.CM.*. 


lAjA,     Oct. 

!».  a  Cu.  ■. 
ieji%    Oct. 

at.  tCM.*. 


iCfS,      Oct. 
M.  ICtr.*. 

ztjfi,     Oct. 
M,  aCml.i. 


icyi,    On. 

•4.  iCar,  >. 

«4jT.Apf.<. 
fCtf.  ■. 

■Ml,  Cv.  B. 


tfiAa.      Apr. 
■3.14CV.  a. 

i«6i;i,  Mar. 

•4.^1pf .  *. 

i)C. «. 


fM(.  r«b. 


tUi.    Mar. 
I*.  •»€«(•  ■- 

iCA^.     Apt. 
•t.i4C«t.«. 

ie&4,     Apr, 


ir.  ■. 


&. 


A  gnec  by  Cromwell  to  Sir  Chwie*  de  Sainl  Eticmne.  s  baran  of 

ScotlABd,  Crownc  and  Temple.   A  French  truuUtion  <A  iL    3. 

Mem.  Am.  jii. 
A  paper  ooDceming  the  mdrxncement  of  Irade,  5  Thurl.  So. 
A  brief  namtion  of  the  Eogluh  r^U  to  the  Northera  part*  of 

Americn.     s.Thnrl,  81. 
Mr.  R.  Bennel  and  Mr.  S.  Hittbew  to  Secntarr  Tliurlow.  *  5 

ThnrL  483. 
Objectioni  apinsl  the  Lord  Baltimore'i  patent,  and  reatoiui  wbj 

the  poYcrnincnt  of  MatyUnd  abanld  oat  t>c  pm  into  hU  handi. 

S.ThurL  4Sa. 
A  paper  relating  to  MaryUnd.     s.Thurl.  463.  fHSl 

A  brerict  of  the  proceediikgs  of  the  lord  BaldmoK  and  bis  oftcen 
and  compilers  in  Maryland,  i^aioit  the  authority  of  the  porlia- 
meot  of  the  cornmonwcalihof  England  ami  «f;ninst  bi%highnen 
the  lord  protector't  aathority,  laws  and  government.  5  Thnrt . 
486. 

The  EBtembly  of  Virginia  lo  secretary  ThuTlow.  s  Tfautl.  497. 

The  governor  of  Bajbadoei  to  the  protector.    6  Thurl.  69. 

Petition  of  the  general  court  at  Hartford  upon  Conncctical  for 

charter.    Smith's  eiam.  App.  4. 
Charter  ol  the  colony  of  ConnedicvL     Smith *■  exam.  App.  6. 

The  first  charter  granted  by  Charles  II.  to  the  proprietarica  of 
Carobna,  lo  wit,  to  llie  Earl  of  ClaretMilon,  Pnkc  of  Albenarlc, 
tjord  Craven,  l.nrd  Berkeley.  Lord  AtMey,  Sir Geof^  Carleiet^ 
Sir  William  Berkeley,  [344J  and  Sir  John  Colleton.  4  Mem. 
Am.  554- 

The  concesfiiona  and  agreement  of  the  locib  propileton  of  the 
pnmnee  of  New  Ccsarea,  or  New  Jersey,  to  and  with  all  and 
every  ol  the  adventurers  and  all  audi  u  shall  settle  or  plant 
there,    Smith's  New  Jertey.  App.  I. 

A  grant  of  (he  colony  of  New  Voek  lo  Ibe  Duke  of  Yoek. 

A  commiatoo  to  Colonel  Nichols  and  others  to  settle  disputes  In 
New  England.     Hutch.  Hist  Mass.  Bay,  App.  ^37. 

llie  commiiaion  (u  Sir  KoUcrt  Cam  and  others  10  put  the  Duke 
o(  Vork  in  pasacwiion  of  New  York,  New  Jeney,  and  all  other 
lands  thereunto  appertaining. 

Sir  Robert  Cane  and  othets  ptocUmaiion  to  the  inhabllanu  of 
New  Vork,  New  Jeney.  Ac.     Smith'*  N.  J.  yb,  (J45) 

L>oed»  of  lease  and  release  of  New  Jersey  by  the  Dvkc  of  Vork  lo 
Lord  Berkeley  and  Sir  George  Carteret. 

A  coBTcitacc  of  the  I>clawarc  counties  to  William  Penn. 
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H.  It.  >«■ 

*•■■  »J- 
Stpt.«. 


S«PL]. 


■(««.  Oct.  I. 


!«&>.  Dm.  1. 

i«Cw.». 


»*7i. 


Lcttcn  between  Stuyvwaat  and  Colocd  NidioU  on  the  Enclbh 
right.     Smith's  N,  J.  37— <49. 

Treaty  bctwern  the  EngUtli  and  Dutch  tor  the  suirender  of  the 

New  Neih*rlandv.     Sm.  N.  J.  42. 
Niooll't  comtnisMon  to  Sir.  Robert  Carre  to  reduce  the  Dntth  on 

the  l>eUware  bay.     Sm.  N.  J.  47. 
Intlnctiont  to  Robert  Carre  for  the  reiludBg  of  Delaware  bay 

aad  Kltling  the  people  there  under  hit  raajestj'e  obedience. 

Sen.  N,  J.  47. 
Article*  of  capitalalion  between  Sir  Robert  Carre  and  the  Dutch 

and  Swedes  on  Delaware  bay  [346]  and  Delaware  rirer.     Sm. 

N.  J.  49- 
The  determituuion  of  thecommi^onemor  the  boondary  between 

the  Uuke  of  Vorh  and  Connecticut.    Sm.  Ex.  Ap.  9. 
The  New  Haven  ca*c.     Smith's  Ex.  Ap,  ao. 
The  lecomt  charter  granted  by  Charlca  11.  to  the  laine  proprietoTi 

of  Camliiuu     4.  .\Iewi.  Am.  $86. 
Declaration  de  guerre  par  la  France  contre  rAnglelerre.  3  Mem. 

Am.  t93. 
Dedaraiton  of  war  by  the  Ling  of  England  againEi  the  kinf  of 

France. 
The  treaty  of  peace  between  France  and  England  made  at  Dreda. 

7Coq>t.  Dipl.  part  1.  p.  St  X.  Mem.  Am.  js. 
The  treaty  of  peace  and  alliance  between  England  and  the  Uni- 
ted Proviaces  made  at  Breda.  [547]  7.  Cor.  Dip.  p.  i.  d.  44.  3. 

Mem.  Km.  40. 
Acte  de  la  session  dc  I'Acadie  an  vm  de  France.  3.  Mem.  An. 

40. 
Diret'tioiu  frum  the  guvcmor  and  council  of  New  Vork  for  a  bet- 
ter Bctllcment  of  the  govcmmeni  on  Delaware.     Sm.  N.  J.  51. 
LoTcUcc's  order  for  customs  at  the  lIoarkQU.     Sm.  N.  J.  %%. 
A  confirmation  of  the  grant  of  the  norihem  nerk  of  Virginia  to 

the  Eu-i  of  Si.  Albans,  Lord  Berkeley.  Sir  William  MoreiOB 

and  John  Trtiheway. 
Incorporation  of  ibe  town  of  Newautlc  or  AraiteL 
A  demi»  of  the  colony  of  Virginia  to  the  Earl  of  Atlinftoo  and 

Lord  Culpepper  for  31  year^.     M.  S. 
Treaty  at  London  between  king  Charles  11.  and   the  Dutch. 

Article  VI.  [348] 
Remonstrance  against  the  two  g;ranls  of  Cbarlea  11.  of  Nartbem 

and  Sonlbcra  Viritinia.     MenI'' .  Beverley  65. 
Sir  (>eoTgc  Carteret'i  inatmctiont  to  Governor  Carteret. 
Covcmot  Andra'i  proclamation  on  taking  potscsaion  of     N*W< 

cutlo  for  the  Dnke  of  Vork,     Sm.  N.  J,  78. 
vaunb— i* 


i<e&reb.9. 
IT  Cir.  %. 

iMr.    Inly 


July 


iC6rS.Fab. 
•T. 

tui,    April 


•AflB. 

•«-Uayt 

•t  Car.  a. 


r*b. 
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[i7«t 


Mft^lUrj. 


•ftn.   8.1*. 


•677,    Stpt. 
•7- 


■*>,Jau 

II.  tl.    M. 

■Mo-t. 


■Ml.  Mw.4. 
Cv.  >. 


■Of.     July 


A  iwwrlMWlinii  (or  proUbRiac  ibe  iapacutiaa  of  co— w!iti<i 
o(  E«Mpc  tau  a^  of  his  a^ctty't  fteadoH  la  AWGk  Aiti. 
or  Aania,  whkk  wc  astlidam  n  E«^nl;«a4  forpsi- 
liaf  an  oAet  Imh  rckdat  web  mAe  of  ite  r*"^'**'™'  ^ 

e£Eectaal  oecatica. 
The  conci.a«iowi  uu3   acrecmcati  o(  ikc  praprirton.  Trcckoliden 

aad  Inhabitant*  of  tbe  prnviiKx  ol  Wot-New-Jcaajt  ia  Ameri- 
ca.    StD.  K.  J.  App.  S. 
A  dt«d  qvi&iipuiiu  (or  the  divkioa  o(  K«a  Jcimt.  [m?] 
L«it«f  fi-om  (he  proprieton  of  Kev  Jen«]'  to  RidMrd  Hwto- 

Iwnc.     Sa.  K.  J.  80. 
Proprittan  iwtraciioiu  to  James  Waoe  and  Rkkaid  Haiuhome. 

Sa».  >*.  J.  «j. 
The  charter  ot  king  Charte*  II.  lo  Us  «ibiea*   of   Ti^mia. 

M.S. 
Caotioiur}'  vpiitl«  (1001  tb«  tn>t«c»  of  BjrHiagc'a  part  of  New 

Jnw7.     Sm.  N.  J.  ft*. 
locMan  deed  (a«  the  laad>  between  Raakokat  oedc  and  Umber 

creek,  ia  New  Jefiqr. 
ladtan  deid  for  taads  from  Oldmaii'i  cnck  to  Timbat  deck,  is 

New  jeisey. 
ladian  dc«<l  (or  the  laads  from  Raakoktu  cicdE  to   Ajaaapialt 

creek  la  Nnr  Jersey. 
The  wQ]  of  Sir  George  Carteret,  tole  proprieloc  of  Bail  Jcnej- 

ordcring  the  laine  to  be  told. 
An  order  of  the  kinf  in  council  (or  the  bcner  encooraeeawDt  o(  all 

[jso]  his  mafesiy't  nbjccu  in  their  trwle  to  his  siajeHf 't  platk- 

tatioiu,  and  for  the  better  taformation  d(  alt  his  majesty's  loriag 

mb)ccU  in    thcw  mattera — Load.  Gac  No.   1196.    Title  in 

Amer.  library.     t>4.  6. 
Atgnmeeti  agsiiut  (he  tuitomi  demanded  in  New  W««  Jetsejr 

bjr  the  governor  w(  Xcw  York,  MldicMed  to  the  Dukc't  cooi- 

ntuioiien.    Sn.  N.  J.  117. 
Extracts  of  proceedinge  o(  the  comtsiilec  of  trade  sad  plaata- 

tioBi;  copies  of  Icncrs,  rcporU,  &c.,  between  the  board  o( 

trsdt,  Mr.  Pean,  Lord  Baidmore  and  Sir  Joba  WerdeD.  ia  the 

bchall  of  the  Duke  o(  York  and  the  settlcfnent  of  the  Tean- 

tjrlvaaia  boondahea  bjr  the  L.  C.  J.  North.  Voin  o(  R«pr. 

PeatujI.  vij.-ziil. 
A  fraal  of  Penn^yWania  »  William  Penn.     Votes  of  RepRMO. 

Penncyl.  svili.  [jji] 

The  king'i  declaration    to  the  inhsbiunis  smI  pUnters  of  the 

province  of  Penntylvania.    Vo.  Repr.  Pcnn.  ixiv. 
Certain  coodiliotu  or  cunccstionM  agreed  upon  by  Wtlttain  Pcnn. 
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ttt«.  Nov^ 


1761.    Aiif. 
*t. 


Mt,    tfov. 


•ttj.  Apr.  a. 


*•*•££;■;'■ 


proprietary  and  governor  oE  Pennsylvania,  and  those  wbo  m 

the  Kdventarcn  and  purchaxn  in  the  ume  prorince.     Vote* 

of  Kep.  I'enniyl.  niv. 
Fundsmeatai  lawi  of  the  province  of  West  New-Jeney.    Sm. 

N.  ].  116. 
The  methods  of  the  corn miuinn ere  for  »ettUng  and   regnlation  o( 

Eandf  in  S»w  Jcfscy.     Sm.  N.  J.  130. 
Indentnrei  of  leaie  and  releaiw  by  th«  executon  of  Sir  Ctorge 

Cwieret  to  William  Fenn  and   II    othctv  conveying    East 

Jerscjr. 
The  Duke  of  V'ork's  fresh  {[rani  of  Eaii-Nenr-Jeney  to  tKe  B4 

propricrort.  [353] 
The  fr«m*  of  the  government  of  the  province  of  Peniuflvanfa,  In 

America.     Vote*  of  Repf.  Penn.  xxvii. 
The  Duke  of  York's  deed  (or  Pennsylvania.     Vo.    Rcpr.  Pann. 

axxv. 
The  L>ukc  of  Vork'i  deed  for  the  feoffment  of  Newcastle  and 

twelve  mttei  circle  to  William  I'cnn,     Vo.  Kepr.  Fenn. 
The  Dnkc  of  York's  deed  of  feoffment  of  a  tract  ol  land  it 

mitei  koulh  from    Ncirciutle  to  the    \MtorekilU,   to    William 

Penn,     Vo.  Repr.  Penn.  »xvii. 
A  oomniiuion  10  Thomas   Lord   Culpepper  to  be  lieutenant  and 

govcmor-Kcneral  of  Virginia.      M.S. 
An  act  of  anion  (or  annexing  and  uniting  of  the  counties  of  New- 

casile.  Jonc&'s  and  Whorckill's,  alias  Deal,  to  the  province  of 

Pennsylvania,  and  of  naluraliea..  [353]  tlon  of  all  foreignem  in 

the  province  and  counties  aforesaid. 
An  act  of  settlement. 
The  frame  of  the  government   of  the  proWncc  of  PeDDsytvanla 

and  territories  thereunto  annexed  in  America. 


f.  itiB*.  Feb.  II  \ 
lulyi.  »«.»j.  I 
S.pt.)0.  f 


i«ii,Mar,r7. 
A«K.  <>■*«• 
Sept.  >. 
0«t.».iMt. 

Nov,  7, 


Pruce«iliiigi(  of  the  committee 
of  trade  and  Plantatioos  in 
the  dispute  between  Lord 
Bsllimorc  and  Mr.  Wnn. 
Vo.  R.  P.  xiii.xviil. 
A  cooimistion  by  ibe  proprietors  of  East  New  Jersey  to  Robert 

Barclay  to  be  gDv«ntor.  Sm.  N.  J.  166, 
An  order  of  cooncil  for  issninK  a  quo  warranto  acainst  the  char- 
ter of  ibe  colony  of  the  Massachosetti  bay  in  New  Englaad, 
with  hti  majesty**  declaration  that  in  case  the  uid  corporatMA 
of  Massachusetts  bsy  shall  before  prosecution  had  upon  the 
aaine  ino  [354)  warrantu  make  a  full  sabmisuon  and  entire 
r«sigiialion  to  hi«  royal  plcBMire,  he  will  then  nutate  their 
charier  in  Mich  a  manner  as  shall  be  for  his  service  and  the  good 
of  ihu  cokmy.    Title  in  Aaetieu  library,  tn.  A. 
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U7«« 


ieB«,  HiTj. 


lOat.    N«r. 

id. 


16I7.     Feb, 


iMj.       4». 
S«pi.   vj.  ^. 

i6»7.Sepl.s. 


■aet.   Dm. 
16. 


ieg6,  H«*.r* 


i«tT.    9«pt. 


A  conmianOB  (o  Lord  Howud  of  Effingham  10  be  lieatcnuitHiid 

{DTcrnm  tt^nertl  of  Virginia.  M.S. 
The  hntnble  Aildrn*  of  the  chief  gov«mor,  rovndl  and   repn* 

wntaiivrt  of  the  island  of  N'cvis,  in  ihe  Wgm  Iodl«,  pfoeoted 

10  hi*  majraty  by  Colonel   Netlicway  and  Captain  Jeffcreoa,   U 

Windior.    Ma^  3.   1684.     Title   in  Aiicr.   libr.  14a.  3.  citca 

Load.  Gai.  Na  t^i. 
A  treaty  with  the  Indiana  at  Albany. 
A  ircaijr  of  neulrality  for  America  between  Fnace  and  England. 

7  Cotpa  Dipl.  part  3,  p.  44.   3.   Mem.  Am.  40.  [3SS] 
By  the  king,  a  proclamatioa  for  the  more  efiectnal  reducing  and 

•nppceuing  of  pirate*  and  |tTivaleer«  in  Anerica,  ax  wdl  on 

the  »ca  u  on  the  land  in  great  numbcn,   cocnmUting  (reqnniE 

robberiea  and  ptracies,  which  harh  occaaiooed  a  great  prejudice 

and  obUruciion  to  trade  and  commerce,  and  given  a  great 

scandal   and  disturbance    to  out   gavcmmcnt  in    thoae  parts. 

Title  Amer.  libr.  147.  3.  die*  Lond.  Uai.  No.  331^. 
Coixtitntion  of  the  council    of    proprieicn   of    West    Jcrser. 

Smiih't  N.  Jertey.  199. 
A  confirmalioo  of  the  grant  of  lb«  Korthcm  n«ck  of  Virginia  to 

Lord  Culpepper. 
GoTemor  Cose'i  declaration  to  the  covnctl   of  proprieion   of 

Weal  Jersey,     Sm.  N.  J.  190. 
Provnional  treaty  of   Whitehall  concerning  Araerica  between 

[356]  France  and  England.     3.  Mem.  de  I'Am.  89. 
Governor  Coxe's  narrative  relating  to  the  dirinon  line,  directed  to 

the  council  of  proprietors  of  West  Jersey.     Sm.  App.  No.  4. 
The  reptetefliattoii  of  the  councU  of  proprietors  of  West  Jcney 

to  Governor  Burnet.     Smith.  App.  No.  5, 
The  ranon&irance  and  petition  of  the  inhabiunts  of  Eait  New- 
Jersey  to  the.  king.     Sid  App.  No.  6. 
The  memorial  of  the  proprietors  of  East  New  Jeney  to  the  Lorda 

of  trade.     Sin.  App.  No,  q. 
Agreement  of  the  line  of  partiUon  between  Cau  and  West  New 

Jersey.    Smith's  N.  J.  196. 
Conveiancc  of  the  govemmeni  of  West  Jcricy  and  tenttorio.  by 

Dr.  Coxe.  lothe  Wot  JcrMy  Soctety. 
A  charicf  granted  by  King  Willian  and  Queen  Maiy  to  the  in* 

ha-  {357]  bilanti  of  the  province  of  Majisachnsetts  bay,  in  New 

England.     J  Mem.  del'Am.  593. 
The  frame  of  government  of  the  province  ol    Pcnntylvanta  and 

the  lerittoriet  thenanto  belonging,  pMa«d  by  Gov.  Maikham. 

Nov.  7, 1696. 
The  treaty  of  peace  iKtwceo  France  and  England,  nade  «l  Rjpt- 

witk.     7  Corpt.  Uipl.  pari  1.  p.  399.     3  Mem.  An.  S9. 
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•roa,    Nor. 


•7. 


•fa>. 


ir 


Jun* 


ijoj-M'yj 


The  opinion  and  answer  of  the  Lords  o(  trade  lo  the  raemorial  of 

the  pTopri«ton  of  Ea-U  N.  J«rMy.     Sm.  App.  No,  lo. 
The  memorial  %A  the  pruprictun  of  East  New  Jency  to  the  Lonli 

of  Inde.     Sm.  App.  No.  It. 
The  pctitioo  of  the  proprivtore  of  Eact  and  Wert  New  Joncj  to 

th«  Loids  jnnicef  oi  Enstand.     Sm.  App.  No.  ra. 
A  coniinnaiion  of  the  bouocUrf  between  the  colonies  of  New- 

[358]  Voifc  nnd  Connecticut,  by  the  crown. 
The  memorial  of  the  propricion  of  Eait  and  West  New  Jency 

lo  the  king.     Sm.  App.  No.  14. 
Keptewnlalion  oF  the  Lordi  of  trade  to  Ibe  Lordt  jnUtces.    Sm. 

App.  No.  |3, 
A  treaty  with  the  Indtau. 
Report  (•<  Lords  of  tnd«  to  tuiif  \N*ilU«a,  of  draughu  of  •  oom- 

raisiion  and  iasinictlofu  for  a  goremor  of  N.  Jenvj,    Snt.  N, 

}.i63. 
StirTMidei  from  the  proprietors  of  E.  and  W.  N.  Jenef,  of  ibcir 

pretended  right  of  gurcraniral  to  her   majeat}'  Qaeen  Anne. 

Sm.  N.  ).  211. 
The  Queen's  accffplance  of  the  funmder  of  govsmtnenl  of  East 

and  West  Jetwy.     Sm.  N.  J.  2iq, 
Instructions  to  Lord  Cornbuiy.     Sm.  N.  J.  330.     [35*]] 
A  comtnissiQn  from  Queen  .'\nne  to  Lord  Cornbary.  to  be  capuia 

gCQcnl  and  governor  in  chief  of  New  Jersey.     Sm.  N.  J.  SSO. 
Kecognltion  by  the  council  of  proprietors  of  the  Inie  boundary 

of  the  deeds  of  Sept.  to,  and  Oct.  10.  1677,  (New  Jeisef.)  Sm. 

N.  J.  96. 
Indian  deeds  for  the  lands  kbove  the  falls  of  the  Delaware  in 

Weit  Jersey. 
Indian  deed  for  the  lands  at  the  bead  of   Rankokus  rinr.  tn 

West  Jersey. 
A  pn>damBtioa  by  Queen  Anne,  for  settling  and  ascertaining  the 

current  rates  of  forei}^  coins  in  America.    Sm,  N.  J.  t&i. 
Addilianat  instruction*  to  [.ord  Corabury.     Sm.  N.  S.  335. 
Additional   instructions  to   Lend  Combnry.     Sm.    N.    J,  SSS. 

(3to] 
Additional  instmcUoos  to  Lord  Combury.     Sm.  N.  J.  359. 

Ad  answer  by  the  council  of  proprietors  for  the  western  division 
of  N.  Jersey,  to  questioos  pr«poa«d  to  them  by  Lord  Cotnbuty, 
Sm.  N. ;.  z8s- 

Instraclions  to  Colonel  Vetch  in  his  n^otiatiotu  with  the  gov- 
ernors of  America.     Sm.  N.  J.  364. 

Imirtictions  to  (he  goremor  of  New  Jersey  and  New  York.  Sm. 
J.  361. 
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If  II,    Apr, 

trii.  OcL  %. 

Sepl,  »j, 

IT".  

Ocl.  B. 

Stpt.  ■?. 


M«y  M. 


■J. 


iTta,    June 

in».  A«K. 


tTin.    ScpL 


MU.31- 

•J'J..— 

Apr.  II. 


'''^prtiii. 


»7» 


•7W.    K»». 
•9- 


E>rl  of  Dartmoath's  Utter  to  governor  Huotn. 

Ptemicra  propositions  dc  U  Fnuce.    6.  Latnbenjr,  669,  3  Mem. 

Am,  341, 
Rcponsu  dc  la  Fnnce  abk  dcniAttilei  pnfliminaiics  dc  la  Gnnde 

BrctaLgtK.    6  Lamb.  681.  2  Metn.     AmcT.  344. 
Denutnile*  prelim  in  nrici  plu*  particuliua  de  U  Grai>de>Bretagnc, 

[361]  avcc  ks  rcponnvs.     3  Mem.  d«  I'Atn.  346. 
L'aocepUtioa  de  lit  p«n  de  U  Cnndc-Bretagnc.    3  Mrm,  Am. 

3S6. 
The  Qtuen's  inElnctions  to  the  Bbhop  of  Briitol  and  Etrl  of 

Suilord,  her  plentpoUntianes,  to  trMt  for  a  genenl  peaoc     6 

LAnb«rty,  744.    a.  Mem.  Am.  3SS. 
A  mcmorijtl  of  Mr.  Si.  John  to  itw  Marquis  cl«  Torci.  with  regud 

lo  North  Amerioi.  lo  commerce,  aod  tothetuspeiuioDol  arau. 

7.  Kevtivil  de  Lamberly  i&i,  3  .Mem.  de  I'Amer.  376. 
RcpoDse  du  roi  dc  France  an  mcnoirc  de  Lo&dres.  7.  Lamberty, 

p-  163.    3.  Mem.  Am.  3A0. 
Tralt^  poir  iin«  (UxpentiioD  d'anoet  entre  I<oaii  XIV.  roi  ds 

France,  and  Anne,  rcigne  de  la  Crande-Bretagnc,  lail  A  Parik. 

6.   Corpa  IKplom.    part   i.    p.   30B.       3.    Mem.    d'Am.    104. 

OB«n  of  France  to  Cn{;land,  demandi  of  England,  and  the 
aniwen  u(  France.  7.  Rec,  de  Lamb.  4C1.  a  Mem.  Am, 
390. 

Traiid  dc  paix  et  d'anide  entre  Louit  XtV.  roi  de  France,  ct 
Anne,  reine  de  la  Grande -Ureugnc.  fail  A  Utrecht.  15  Corpa 
I>iploinaiiquc  dc  Dumooi,  339.  id.  Latin.  3  Acte*  el  memoirek 
de  k  pais  d'UtrechI,  457.  id.  Lai.  Fi.  3.  Mem.  Am.  113. 

Tnit^  de  navigatiDa  et  de  commerce  entre  Loui»  XI\'.  roi  de 
France,  et  Anne,  reine  de  la  (.iraode-llretagne.  Fait  1 
Utrccbt,     ft  Corps  Dip],  pan  i.  p.  345.     3  Mem.  de  I'Am. 

133. 
A  treaty  with  the  Indians. 
The  peiitiun  of  ihc  leprcsentaiives  of  the  ptOTioee  of  New  Jctk?, 

to  have  a  rliKtinct  governor.     Sm,  N,  J.  421. 
D««d  of  leleave  by  the  government  of  Connccticol  to  that  of  New 

York.     1363] 
The  charter  ennied  by  George  11.  for  Georgia.    4.  Men.   de 

I'Am.  617. 
hiirion  of  Lord  Fairfax,  that  a  commissioa  nugbt  ianic  for  ntn- 

Ding  and  markins  the  di\-iding  Kne  between  h<>  diitrtct  and  the 

province  of  Virginia. 
Order  of    Ihc   king  In  council  lor  comminuoaers  lo  nmrey  and 

Mlllc  the  laid  dividing  line  between  the  ptxuprielary  and  roy«l 

tetriiory. 
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xvft.     Dec. 


■  T44.  !«>•• 
ij*S,     Api. 


<T4l.     >l«y 


]T«a.Oct.  ;• 

jfc.  M.   G.  1. 


If  A  Oct  •. 
•>  j^  o. ». 
JO.     j-G-j. 

sj*).  Oct.  7. 


(TtCRfiT.  5. 


Repott  of  ibe  Lotds  of  trade  rcUtiae  to  the  •cpajntiag  tlw  gov- 

eTDrooit  of  the  prorince  of  New  Jersey  fram  New  Vofk.    Sa. 

N.  J.  433. 
Survey  and  report  of  the  coBittisiionen  appoioted  on  Ibe  part 

of  the  crown  to  Mitie  ibe  line  bciween  the  crown  uid  Ixird 

Fatrfu. 
Survey  And  report  of  tlw  comnucnonen  ippoiDted  on  the  put 

of  Lord  FtirfBx  to  settle  the  [364]  line  bciween  the  crowD  and 

Um. 
Order  of  reference  of  the  surreys  between  the  crown  and  Lord 

Fiirfu  to  the  council  for  planution  tftairs. 
Treaty  with  the  Indians  of  tbe  six  aallons  at  Lancaster. 
Report  of  the  coandl  for  plantittioo  afiaJrv,  tix>ti[>  the  head  springs 

of  Rappahxnoc  and  Potomac,  and  a  commiuion  to  extend  the 

line. 
Order  of  the  king  ia  council  coofirming  tbe  satd  report  of  the 

council  for  plan  la  ti  on  afiairs. 
Article!  preliminaries  pour  panrcnir  &  la  paix,  signcs  1  Aix-1»- 

Cbapellc,  cnij«  lea  minittret  dc  France,  de    la    Crandc-Bre- 

lagnc,    ct  dC4   Provittce*-Unies  do    Fays^Bta.     a  Uem.  de 

rAm,  159. 
Declaralion  de^  minittret  de  France,  de  !■  Grande-Brelagtie,  et 

des  Frovinces-UDictdea  Fays-  [365]  Bas.  poiir  rectifier  Ic*  arti- 
cles L  et  IL  des  pr^mlatfiea.    a.  Mem.  Am.  1A5. 
The  general  and  deRnttivc  trtMy  of  peace  concluded  at  Alx-l^ 

Chapellc.     Lon.    Mag.    1748.    $03.      French  X.  Hob.  Ab. 

169- 
A  treaty  wilb  the  Indiana. 
A  conference  between  govemnr  Bernard  and  Indian  aatioosat 

Burlington.     Sm.  N.  J.  449. 
A  conference  between  governor  Denny,  gowertiOT  Bernard,  and 

Gibers,  and  Indian  natiooa  at  Easton.     Sm.  N.  J.  4S  j. 
Tbe  capiiuUlloti  of  Kiaguk. 

The  king's  pndamallon  proanidng  laitds  to  soldtos. 
The    dcfinitite   treaty   concloded  at  Faris.       I.«n.  Mag.  1763. 

149. 
A  proclamation  tor  regulating  the  cessions  mAde  by  the  last  treaty 

ol  peace.     Unlh.  Ceogt.  Gram.  63}.     [3^1 
Tb*  king's  proclamation  againtt  wttling  oa  any  lands  on  the 

waien  westward  of  tbe  Alleghany. 
Deed  from  tbe  six   naliot»  of  Indians  to  VVUtiam  Trent,  and 

ulben.  Tor  lands  betwixt  tbe  Ohio  and  Monoogahela.    View  of 

the  title  to  Indiana.     Fbil.  Stdnerand  Cist.     1776. 
Deed  ftom  the  sii  naiioni  of  Indians  to  the  croWB  For  oertlin 

lands  and  tciUing  a  boundary.     M.S.     [367] 


CORRESPONDENCE   AND    MISCELLANEOUS 
WRITINGS. 

1783-1734. 


TO    FRANCIS    EPPES.' 

PHIUkDELFHlA.  Jan.  14.    il^3. 

Dear  Sir, — You  will  hardly  expect  to  receive  a 
letter  from  me  at  this  place,  and  of  so  late  a  date. 
Yet  I  have  apprehensions  of  being  here  ten  days  or  a 
fortnight  longer,  for  though  ready  myself,  some  time 
since,  the  vessel  in  which  I  go  is  not  ready.  Yester- 
day's post  brought  no  mail  from  Virginia.  I  was  not 
disappointed  in  this,  as  I  was  pretty  certain  that  un- 
der expectation  of  my  being  gone  you  did  not  write. 
I  had  entertained  some  hope  of  meeting  a  letter  from 
you  on  my  first  arrival  here,  but  suppose  the  same  idea 
of  its  not  coming  in  time  prevented  it,  so  that  at  pres- 
ent I  have  no  hope  of  hearing  again,  while  on  this 
side  of  the  water,  from  yourself  and  family  and  those 
dear  little  ones  I  left  with  you.  We  have  heard  noth- 
ing since  my  last  from  which  the  length  of  my  absence 
may  be  conjectured.  The  last  authentic  advices  were 
of  the  14th  of  October,  but  the  affair  of  Gibraltar 
happened  just  then,  and  the  negotiation  was  in  such 

>  Fran  RamUll'i  Uf*  of  ytftritn.  ill,  sB6- 
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a  state  that  what  had  passed  between  the  negotiators 
was  at  that  time  under  submission  to  the  British  court 
for  their  approbation  or  disavowal.  How  far  this 
would  be  influenced  by  their  good  fortune  at  Gibraltar 
is  the  question  which  the  next  advices  must  certainly 
solve.  Since  1  came  here  there  has  been  sold  the 
Westover  copy  of  Catesby's  History  of  Carolina. 
It  was  held  near  a  twelvemonth  at  twelve  guineas. 
and  at  last  sold  for  ten.  This  seems  to  fix  what 
should  be  given  for  Mr.  Bollings's  copy,  if  you  can 
induce  him  to  let  me  have  it,  which  I  am  very  anxious 
for.  Perhaps  it  would  be  a  temptation  to  offer  that 
the  ten  guineas  should  be  paid  to  Mr.  Ross's  agent 
at  Nantes,  where  he  could  lay  them  out  and  send  the 
articles  to  Mr.  Boiling.  His  draft  shall  be  paid  on 
sight  in  Paris.  Perhaps  you  had  better  effect  this  by 
making  the  proposition  to  Mrs.  Boiling.  Of  this  your 
knowledge  of  the  family  will  enable  you  to  judge.  Be 
so  good  as  to  present  me  most  affectionately  to  Mrs. 
Eppes,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Skipwith,  and  the  two  families, 
and  believe  me  to  be,  with  ver)'  great  sincerity,  dear 
sir,  Your  friend  and  ser^'ant. 


TO    GENERAL    W,\SHINGT0N.  j.  |o«. 

Fkilade.  Jm.  22.  1783. 

Sir, — Having  lately  reed,  a  call  from  Congress  to 
pass  the  Atlantic  in  the  character  of  one  of  their 
ministers  for  negotiating  peace.  I  cannot  leave  the 
continent  without  separating  myself  for  a  moment 
from  the  general  gratitude  of  my  country  to  offer 


*g& 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


l'7«3 


my  individual  tribute  to  your  Excy  for  all  you  have 
suffered  &  all  you  have  effected  for  us.  Were  I  to 
indulge  myself  in  those  warm  effusions  which  this 
subject  forever  prompts,  they  would  wear  an  appear- 
ance of  adulation  very  foreign  to  my  nature;  for  such 
is  become  the  prostitution  of  language  that  sincerity 
has  no  longer  distinct  terms  in  which  to  express  her 
own  truths.  Should  you  give  me  occasion,  during 
the  short  mission  on  which  I  go,  to  render  you  any 
service  beyond  the  water,  I  shall  for  a  proof  of  my 
gratitude  appeal  from  language  to  the  zeal  with  which  I 
shall  embrace  it.  The  negotiations  to  which  I  am  joined 
may  perhaps  be  protracted  beyond  our  present  ex- 
pectation, in  which  case,  tho'  1  know  you  must  receive 
much  better  intelligence  from  the  gentlemen  whose 
residence  there  has  brought  them  into  a  more  inti- 
mate acquaintance  with  the  characters  &  views  of  the 
European  courts,  yet  I  shall  certainly  presume  to  add 
my  mite,  should  it  only  serve  to  convince  you  of  the 
warmth  of  those  sentiments  of  respect  &  esteem 
with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excy's  mo 
ob  &  mo  hble  servt. 


TO  JAMES   UADISON.*  »,  msi. 

Balumork,  Jan.  31. 1783. 

De.\r  Sir, — A  gentleman  returning  from  this 
place  to  Philadelphia  gives  me  an  opportunity  of 
sending  you  a  line.  We  reached  Newport  the  even- 
ing of  the  day  on  which  we  left  you.  There  we 
were  misled  by  an  assurance  that  a  lower  ferry  could 

'  The  pwu  Id  iulw  are  wrilten  in  cipher  uumben  In  tbe  orijfn&L 


not  be  crossed.  We  therefore  directed  our  course 
for  the  Bald  friar's :  &  thence  to  another  ferry  6 
miles  above.  Between  these  two  we  lost  two  days. 
in  the  most  execrable  situation  in  point  of  accom- 
modation &  society  which  can  be  conceived.  In 
short  braving  all  weather  &  plunging  thro'  thick  and 
thin  we  arrived  here  last  night  being  the  fifth  from 
Philadelphia. — I  saw  Monsr.  de  Ville-Brun  last  night 
&  augur  him  to  be  agreeable  enough.  I  learnt  (not 
from  him  but  others)  that  to  embark  their  sick  &c. 
will  keep  us  three  days. — Having  nothing  particular 
to  communicate  I  will  give  you  an  anecdote  which 
possibly  you  may  not  have  heard  and  which  is  related 
to  me  by  Major  F  [ranks] '  who  had  it  from  Doctor 
Franklin  himself.  I  use  the  only  cypher  I  can  now 
get  at.  using  the  marginal  numbers  in  order  &  not 
as  concerted.  Mr,  Z^  while  at  Paris  had  often 
pressed  the  Dr.  to  communicate  to  him  his  several 
negotiations  with  t/ie  Ct.  of  France,  wch.  the  Dr. 
avoided  as  decently  as  he  could.  At  length  he  re- 
ceived  from  Mr.  Z  a  very  intemperate  letter.  He 
folded  it  up  and  put  it  into  a  pigeon  hole,  A  2d  ^d 
^  so  on  to  a  fifth  or  sixth  he  reed.  &  disposed  of  in 
the  same  way.  Finding  no  answer  could  be  obtained  by 
letter^  Mr.  Z  paid  him  a  personal  visit  &  gave  a 
loose  to  all  the  warmth  of  which   ke  is  susceptible. 


>  Thisii  "3sa.4"iii  dpher,  wMcfa  tnnslitn  uito"F."  As  Major  Frsoks 
«M  Jcffenon')  secrrttry  u  this  time.  It  teavn  Htt]«  doubt  as  to  who  b  it- 
leaded. 

*  "94A.S"  in  cipher,  tt  almoct  cMt«inl;  tUndcs  to  Adanu,  though  the 
rditof  of  th«  MB<l)K>n  Letttrt  (l,  faa)  inlen  tliat  Anhur  Lee  it  Ihe  pcnon 
ntMDi.     Cf.  wiih  Ittirr./wrf,  of  Ptb.  14,  xi%y 
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The  Dr.  replied,  I  can  7W  more  answer  this  conver- 
saium  ihan  the  severai  impatient  letters  you  have 
written  me,  {taking  them  down  from  the  pigeon  kole.'y 
call  on  me  when  you  are  coal  &  good  hufnored  &  f 
will  Justify  fnyself  to  you.  They  never  saw  each 
other  afterwards.  As  I  find  no  A  In  the  book  erase 
the  B  in  the  first  A  B,  so  that  i.i  may  denote  A  in- 
stead of  A  B. 

I  met  here  the  enclosed  paper  which  be  so  good  as 
to  return  with  my  compliments  to  Miss  Kitty.  I 
apprehend  she  had  not  got  a  copy  of  it,  and  I  retain 
it  in  my  memory.  Be  pleased  to  present  me  very 
affectionately  to  the  ladles  &  gentlemen  whose  pleas- 
ing society  1  lately  had  at  Mrs.  House's,  and  believe 
me,  your  assured  friend. 


TO   JAMES    MADISON.' 


u.  ms. 


Baltivorr.  7  Febnuuy,  1785. 

Dear  Sir, — I  write  by  this  post  to  the  Minister  of 
foreign  afTairs,  but  will  repeat  to  you  the  facts  men- 
tioned to  him  8:  some  others  improper  for  a  public 
letter,  &  some  reHections  on  them  which  can  only  be 
hazarded  to  the  ear  of  friendship.  The  cold  weather 
having  set  in  the  evening  of  the  30th  ult.  (being  the 
same  in  which  I  arrived  here)  the  Chevalr.  de  ViUe- 
brun  was  obliged  to  fall  down  with  his  ship  &  the 
Guadeloupe  to  about  twelve  miles  below  this;  &  the 
ice  has  since  cut  off  all  correspondence  with  him  till 
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yesterday,  when  I  got  a  boat  and  attempted  a  pas- 
sage, there  having  passed  a  small  boat  before  us,  we 
got  about  half  way  with  tolerable  ease,  but  the  influx 
of  the  tide  then  happening  the  ice  closed  on  us  on 
evcr>'side  &  became  impenetrable  to  our  little  vessel, 
so  that  wc  could  get  neither  backwards  nor  forwards. 
We  were  finally  relieved  from  this  situation  by  a 
sloop  which  forced  it's  way  down  &  put  us  on  board 
the  Romulus,  where  we  were  obliged  to  remain  all 
night.  The  Chcvalr.  dc  Villc-brun  communicated  to 
me  several  letters  of  intelligence  which  deserves 
weight ;  by  which  we  are  informed  that  the  enemy, 
having  no  other  employment  at  New  York,  have 
made  our  little  fleet  their  sole  object  for  some  time, 
and  have  now  cruizing  for  us  nothing  less  than 

1  ship  of  64  guns. 
4  50 

2  40 

II  frigates  from  24  to  30  guns,  a  most  amazing 
force  for  such  an  object.  The  merchants  who  in- 
tended to  have  sent  their  vessels  out  with  us.  have  so 
far  declined  it,  that  two  vessels  only  go  with  us,  but 
they  are  unfortunately  the  greatest  sluggards  in  the 
world.  The  Minister  has  given  Vtlle-brun  leave  to 
remain  if  he  thinks  it  expedient  till  the  m.  0/  M-<k, 
but  politely  and  kindly  offered  the  Guadeloupe  for 
my  passage  if  I  chose  to  run  the  risk.  I  find  that 
having  laid  ten  months  underwater  she  got  perfectly 
sobbed,  insomuch  that  she  sweats  almost  continually 
on  the  inside,  in  consequence  of  which  her  commander 
and  several  of  the  crew  are  now  laid  up  with  rheuma- 
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tisras.  But  this  I  should  have  disregarded  had  it  not  ap- 
peared that  it  was  giving  to  the  enemy  the  ship  &  crew 
of  a  friend,  &  delaying  myself  in  fact  by  endeavoring 
a.t  too  much  haste.  I  therefore  have  not  made  use 
of  the  liberty  given  me  by  the  minister.  Ville-brun 
seems  certain  he  shall  not  sail  on  theyfrj/  of  March, 
and  I  confess  to  you  I  see  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
when  that  time  arrives  the  same  causes  wilt  not  place 
our  departure  as  distant  as  it  now  seems.  What  then 
is  to  be  done?  I  will  mention  the  several  proposi- 
tions which  occur  with  some  reflections  on  each. 

1.  To  go  to  Boston  &  embark  thence.  Would  to 
God  I  had  done  this  at  first.  I  might  now  have  been 
half-way  across  the  ocean.  But  it  seems  very  late  to 
undertake  a  journey  of  such  length,  thro'  such  roads 
&  such  weather:  &  when  I  should  get  there  some 
delay  would  still  necessarily  intervene. — yet  I  am 
ready  to  undertake  it  if  tliis  shall  be  thought  best. 

2.  To  stay  here  with  patience  till  our  enemies  shall 
think  proper  to  clear  our  coast.  There  is  no  certain 
termination  to  this  object.  It  may  not  be  till  the  end 
of  the  war. 

3.  To  fall  down  to  York  or  Hampton  &  there 
wait  those  favorable  circumstances  of  winds  &  storms 
which  the  winter  season  sometimes  presents.  This 
would  be  speedier  than  the  2d  but  perhaps  it  may  not 
be  approved  of  by  the  commander  for  reasons  which 
may  be  good  tho'  unknown  to  me.  Should  this  how- 
ever be  adopted  we  ought  to  be  furnished  by  the 
Marine  department  with,  or  authorised  to  employ  one 
or  more  swift  sailing  boats  to  go  out  of  the  capes  oc- 


casionally  &  bring  us  intelligence  to  York  or  Hamp- 
ton wherever  we  should  be, 

4,  To  ask  a  flag  for  me  from  the  enemy  &  charter 
a  vessel  here.  This  would  be  both  quickest  &  most 
certain,  but  perhaps  It  may  be  thought  injurious  to 
the  dignity  of  the  states,  or  perhaps  be  thought 
such  a  favour  as  Congress  might  not  chuse  to  expose 
themselves  to  the  refusal  uf.  With  respect  to  the  last, 
nothing  can  be  said  :  as  to  the  first,  I  suppose  were 
historj' sought,  many  precedents  might  be  found  where 
one  of  the  belligerent  powers  has  received  from  the 
other,  passports  for  their  Plenipotentiaries ;  &  I  sup- 
pose that  Fitzgerald  &  Oswald  got  to  Paris  now 
under  protection  of  a  flag  &  passport.  However 
these  arc  tender  points  &  I  would  not  wish  the  sensi- 
bility of  Congress  to  be  tried  on  my  account,  if  it 
would  be  probably  disagreeable. 

5.  To  await  a  truce.  This  cannot  take  place  till 
after  preliminaries  are  signed,  if  then  :  &  tho'  these  are 
not  definitive,  yet  it  must  be  evident  that  new  in- 
structions &  new  or  perhaps  inconsistent  matter  would 
be  introduced  with  difticulty  &  discredit. 

There  is  an  idle  report  here  of  peace  being  actually 
concluded.  This  comes  by  the  way  of  the  VV.  Indies, 
and  must  probably  be  founded  on  the  settlement  of 
preliminaries,  if  it  has  any  foundation  at  all 

Should  you  think  that  the  interference  of  Congress 
might  expedite  my  departure  in  any  of  the  above  ways 
or  any  other  I  have  suggested  these  hasty  rcHections 
in  hopes  that  you  would  do  in  it  whatever  you  think 
right,     I   shall  acquiesce  in  anything,  &  if  nothing 
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further  comes  to  me  I  shall  endeavor  to  push  the 
third  proposition  with  the  Commander,  &  if  I  fait 
in  that  shall  pursue  the  2d.  I  wish  to  hear  from 
you  as  often  as  you  have  anything  new.  1  fear  I  shall 
be  here  long  enough  to  receive  many  letters  from  you. 
My  situation  is  not  an  agreeable  one,  and  the  less  so 
as  I  contrast  it  with  the  more  pleasing  one  I  left  so 
unnecessarily.  Be  so  good  as  to  present  my  esteem 
to  the  good  ladies  &  gentlemen  of  your  fireside  &  to 
accept  yourself  the  warmest  assurances  of  friendship 
from  Dr  Sir,  Your  friend  &  servt 

Feb.  8.  The  preceding  was  written  the  last  night. 
Before  I  close  my  letter  I  will  ask  the  favor  of  you  to 
write  me  by  the  return  of  post  and  to  let  me  have  your 
own  sentiments  (whether  anything  be,  or  be  not  de- 
termined authoritatively)  which  will  have  great  weight 
with  me.  I  confess  that  after  another  night's  reflec- 
tion the  4th  is  the  plan  which  appears  to  me  best  on 
the  whole,  and  that  the  demand  from  New  York  is 
nothing  more  than  what  is  made  at  the  close  of  al- 
most every  war,  where  the  one  or  the  other  power 
must  have  a  passport :  it  is  no  more  than  asking  a  flag 
to  New  York.  Should  this  however  be  disapproved, 
the  3d  seems  the  only  remaining  plan  which  promises 
any  degree  of  expedition.  Perhaps  the  minister  may 
have  a  repugnance  to  venture  the  Romulus  at  York  or 
Hampton,  in  which  case  if  I  could  receive  his  appro- 
bation I  should  be  willing  to  fall  down  there  with 
the  Guadeloupe  alone  &  be  in  readiness  to  avail 
ourselves  of  a  northwesterly  snow  storm  or  other 
favorable  circumstance. 
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TO   THE    FRENCH    MINISTER.  j.  Mjg. 

(aiEVAllKI   DB  LA   LtnUIK.NK.) 

Baltimo»i.  Feb.  7.  1783. 

Sir, — The  Chevalier  de  ViUe-Brun  was  so  kind 
as  to  communicate  to  me  yesterday  your  Excy's 
Ire  to  him  of  Jan.,  together  with  the  intelligence 
therein  referred  to.  I  feel  myself  bound  to  return 
you  my  thanks  for  your  orders  to  the  Guadeloupe 
frigate  to  receive  me  if  I  should  think  a  passage 
should  be  hazarded  under  present  circumstances. 
According  to  this  information  (which  is  the  most 
worthy  of  credit  of  any  we  have  received  here)  it 
would  seem  that  our  capture  would  be  unavoidable 
were  we  to  go  out  now.  This  therefore  is  a  risk  to 
which  I  cannot  think  of  exposing  his  majesty's  vessel 
&  subjects,  however  I  might  be  disposed  to  encoun- 
ter personal  hazards  from  my  anxiety  to  execute  with 
all  the  promptitude  in  my  power  a  service  which  has 
been  assigned  to  me.  I  shall  therefore  wait  with 
patience  the  arrival  of  the  moment  when  the  Chevalr. 
de  Ville-brun  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  one  or  the 
other  of  the  vessels  may  venture  out  without  any 
greater  risk  than  he  shall  think  proportioned  to  her 
proper  object  independantly  of  mine.  It  has  been 
suggested  to  me  this  evening  that  perhaps  their  safe 
departure  might  be  greatly  forwarded  by  their  falling 
down  to  York  or  Hampton,  there  to  be  ready  at  a 
moment's  warning  to  avail  themselves  of  those  favor- 
able circumstances  which  the  present  season  some- 
times offers.  But  of  this  yourself  will  be  the  proper 
judge.     I  cannot  close  my  Ire  without  expressing  to 
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you  my  obligations  to  the  Chevalr.  de  Villc-brun  for 
the  particular  attention  he  has  shown  to  my  accom- 
modation on  board  his  ship.  The  apartments  he  has 
had  constructed  for  me  are  ample  &  commodious  & 
his  politeness  &  merit  as  an  officer  are  an  agreeable 
presage  of  everything  that  shall  depend  on  him.  I 
have  delivered  to  him  the  two  large  packets  you  were 
pleased  to  put  into  my  hands,  &  he  will  dispose  of 
them  accordg.  to  your  orders. 

I  have  the  honr  to  be  with  the  highest  sentiments 
of  esteem  yr  E.vcy's  mo  obcdt  &  mo  hble  servt. 


TO  THE  SECRETARY  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS.      ,.  was. 
(KOBBBT  R.    UTU«iSTO!(.) 

Baliimokk,  Feb.  7, 179). 

Sir, — I  arrived  here  on  the  30th  of  the  last  month* 
&  had  a  short  interview  the  same  evening  with  the 
Chevalr.  de  Ville-Brun,  commander  of  the  Romulus. 
There  appeared  at  that  time  little  apprehension  but 
that  we  might  sail  in  a  few  days ;  but  we  were  not 
very  particular  in  our  conference  as  we  expected  so 
soon  to  see  each  other  again.  The  severity  of  the 
cold  however  which  commenced  that  night  obliged 
the  Chevalr.  de  Vitle-brun  to  fall  12  miles  below  this 
place  &  excluded  all  correspondence  with  him.  till 
yesterday,  when  I  found  means  to  get  through  the 
ice  on  board  his  ship.  He  then  communicated  to  me 
by  direction  of  his  Excy  the  minister  of  France  in- 
telligence as  to  the  number  &  force  of  the  cruisers 
now  actually  watching  the  capes  of  the  Chesapeake. 
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I  must  acknolege  that  these  appear  such  as  to  render 
a  capture  certain  were  we  to  hazard  it  The  minister 
was  pleased  at  the  same  time  to  submit  the  Guade- 
loupe to  my  wishes  if  I  chose  to  adventure.  I  take 
the  libcrtj'  of  troubling  you  with  a  copy  of  my  letter 
to  him  on  that  subject.  I  should  certainly  be  dis- 
posed to  run  very  considerable  risks  myself  to  effect 
my  passage;  but  I  should  think  it  an  unfortunate 
introduction  to  an  ally  who  has  already  done  so  much 
for  us,  were  I  to  add  to  his  losses  &  disbursements 
that  of  a  valuable  ship  &  crew.  I  wish  that  the 
present  delay  offered  some  period  less  distant  than 
the  lassitude  of  an  avaricious  enemy  to  watch  for 
prey.  Perhaps  you  may  be  able  to  put  me  in  some 
more  expeditious  mode  of  passage  than  the  one  under 
which  I  am  acquiescing  at  present.  I  shall  be  much 
pleased  to  adopt  any  such  which  may  come  recom- 
mended from  you  without  regard  to  personal  risk  or 
trouble.  In  the  meantime  any  intelligence  which 
you  can  collect  &  will  be  pleased  to  give  me  as  to  the 
state  of  our  coast  will  be  of  utility  in  determining 
whether  &  when  we  shall  depart  hence.' 

'  Co  >'cb.  14th  Ltvincston  rapti«d : 

"t  havcdeUjcd  iBAasvrefingjrourftroraf  tkeTUi.  itutant  till  I  ooyld  obMia 
the  Mosc  iA  Congrtu  on  the  mailer  il  cont«iiu.  I  c&occivc  it  liBntly  pos«ib)e, 
while  tbebrilub  cniisen  retain  tbeir  present  sution,  (or  yon  lo  dude  l1>eir 
vigilince  in  either  o(  tlte  SUp*  oBereO  to  jtvax  dioice.  This  cottcuirtng  with 
the  Utc  adricc*  from  Kngbnd,  hu  induced  Congren  to  pass  the  enclosed  rrM^ 
latian." 

The  moJiilkin  encloaed  wu ; 

"  Fehraaiy  14,  1713, 

■•  That  the  SecrcUiy  (or  Foreign  Affairt  Infonn  Mr.  JeHerwm.  that  it  is  (he 
pleasure  ol  CoogreM,  considering  the  adricca  tately  received  in  America  and 
the  |>n>baMe  situulion  of  aSair*  in  Europe,  that  he  do  not  proceed  on  bia  in- 
tended voyage  unlil  he  shall  recei*e  their  farther  instmctions." 
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TO  THE  SECRETARy  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 
(tOBUT  K.  LIVmCCTOM.) 


J.  KIS. 


BAttiuOKx  Feb  14,  i;$3. 


apprised 


i  in  my  former  letter  of  the 
causes  which  had  so  long  delayed  my  departure. 
These  still  continue.  I  have  this  moment  received  a 
printed  copy  of  his  Brit.  Majty's  speech  to  his  Par- 
liamt.  by  which  we  learn  that  preliminaries  between 
America  &  Gr  Br,  among  which  is  one  for  the 
acknowlegment  of  our  independency,  have  been  pro- 
visionally agreed  to  on  his  part.  That  the  negoti- 
ations with  the  other  powers  at  war  were  considerably 
advanced  &  that  he  hoped  in  a  ver)'  short  time  they 
would  end  in  terms  of  pacification.  As  considerable 
progress  has  been  made  in  the  negotiations  for  peace 
since  the  appointmt  with  which  Congress  were  pleased 
to  honour  me,  it  may  have  become  doubtful  whether 
any  communications  I  could  make,  or  any  assistance 
I  could  yield  to  the  ver>'  able  gentleman  in  whose 
hands  the  business  already  is,  would  compensate  the 
expense  of  prosecuting  my  voyage  to  Europe.  I 
therefore  beg  leave  through  you  Sir  to  assure  Con- 
gress that  I  desire  this  question  to  be  as  open  to  them 
now  as  it  was  on  the  day  of  my  appointment,  and 
that  I  have  not  a  wish  of  my  own  either  to  go  or  to 
stay.  They  will  be  pleased  to  weigh  the  economy  of 
the  one  measure  against  the  chance  which  the  other 
may  offer  of  my  arriving  in  such  time  as  that  any 
communications  which  have  been  confided  to  me  may 
produce  effect  on  definitive  articles.  1  shall  continue 
here  for  the  prosecution  of  my  voyage  under  the 
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orders  before  received,  or  for  it's  discontinuance  should 
that  be  more  eligible  to  Congress  and  be  signified  at 
any  moment  for  my  departure.' 


TO   JAMES    MADISON.'  had.  M». 

Bu-TlHOKt.  F«b.  14.  1783 

Dear  Sir, — Yours  of  the  i  ith  came  to  hand  last 
night.  From  what  you  mention  itt  your  letter  I  sup- 
pose the  newspapers  must  be  wrong  when  they  say  that 

Mr.  Adams  ftad  taken  up  his  abode  with  Dr  F , 

I  am  nearly  at  a  loss  to  Judge  hotv  he  will  act  in  the 

nego-n.    He  has  F .  he  has  Jay,  he  has  the  French. 

he  has  the  English,  to  w/tom  will  he  adhere  ?  His 
vanily  is  a  lineament  in  his  cliaracter  which  Itad  en- 
tirely escaped  me.  His  wanl  of  taste  /  had  observed, 
Notwithstafiding  all  this  he  has  a  sound  head  on  sub- 
stantial points,  and  f  think  he  has  integrity.  I  am  glad 
therefore  that  he  is  of  the  commission  &  expect  he  will 
beusefulinit.  His  dislikeof  all  parties,  and  oilmen, 
by  balancing  his  prejudices,  may  give  thctn  some  fair 

'  To  thii  Livingvton  replied  : 

Pkila»eu>hia,  18th  Febmwy,  178). 

"  Su. — I  was  boDOurtd  ycneidfty  with  youi  favoor  o(  the  14th,  which  I  shall 
lay  before  CongTtu  this  raomtng.  As  you  have  by  tbii  tlin«  received  their 
teMtmion  which  I  had  the  bononr  to  icnd  you  by  the  last  Port,  and  again  en- 
dose  :  you  wiU  be  relieved  in  tonic  iiicaHirv  Troai  your  ciahanwsiiienU.  tho'  not 
entirety  (roia  your  «tupeQ*e  with  respect  to  their  flnaJ  determination.  lint 
that  cannot  be  long  donblfu),  Nnce  the  ncsotiatjons  have  certainly  arrived  at 
utcb  a  criilt.  as  either  10  teiminote  toon  in  a  peace,  oc  a  total  ruptiire,  in  the 
laliCT  cast  you  will  oeccuarily  be  obliged  to  proceed  on  yuvr  voyage,  as  Con- 
(ftK  MHDS  atuiout  to  avail  tlMnuclvcs  oi  yoor  abilities  and  iBfonnatkin  in  Uw 
negetifttiau.  nnleaa  ihey  are  tally  anand  that  a  speedy  peace  will  prvclude 
them  from  that  advantage." 

*  The  parts  in  italics  are  in  cipher  in  ibe  original. 
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play  to  his  reason  as  would  a  general  benevolence  of 
temper.  At  any  rate  honesty  may  be  extracted  even 
from  poisonous  weeds. 

My  stay  here  has  given  me  opportunUics  of  making 

sonu  experiments  on  my  amanuensis  F s  perhaps 

better  than  I  may  have  in  France.  He  appears  to  have 
a  good  eno'  heart,  and  understanding  somewhat  better 
tftan  common,  hut  too  Hit  ie  guard  over  his  tips,  I  have 
marked  him  particularly  in  the  company  of  women 
where  he  loses  all  power  over  lumself,  and  becomes  al' 
most  [lacking]  his  temperature  would  not  be  pr<*of 
against  their  allurements,  were  such  to  be  employed  as 
engines  against  him.  This  is  in  some  measure  the  vice 
of  his  age,  but  it  seems  to  be  increased  also  by  his 
peculiar  cottstitution. 

I  wrote  to  the  Chevalier  de  Ville-Brun  proposing- 
his  falling  down  to  York  or  Hampton  which  was 
one  of  the  measures  I  suggested  in  my  letter  to  you, 
&  was  the  most  eligible  except  that  of  the  flag,  in  my 
own  opinion.  His  answer  dated  Feb  12.  is  in  these 
words  'Je  serois  bien  de  Pavis  propose  a  votre  Ex- 
cellence d'aller  mouiller  a  York  ou  Hampton  pour 
elre  a  portee  de  profiter  des  premiers  vents  de  Nord 
Quest  qui  me  mettroient  loin  de  la  cAte  dans  la  nuit, 
surtout  si  je  n'avois  pas  de  convoy  a  conserver,  mais 
des  batiments  cntrds  anjourd'hui  raportent  avoir  i.\€ 
chasses  par  qualre  fregates  pis  que  surla  Cap  Charles 
et  avoir  vu  au  mouillage  de  Linhaven  un  vaisseau 
et  un  fregate  qui  ont  appareillds  et  pris  un  Brig  qui 
navigoit  avec  cux.  De  plus  York  et  Hampton  n'ont 
apsun  canon  mont<f,  si  I'ennemi  tressuperieur,  entre- 
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prenoit  de  venir  nous  y  forcer,  il  y  auroit  peu  de 
suretd 

Peutetre  conviendroit-il  autant  d'attendre,  comme 
le  propose  M.  de  la  Luzerne,  jusqu'au  mois  prochai'n. 
des  nouvelles  de'  Europe,  ou  I'arriv^e  d'une  division 
des  Antilles  promise  par  M.  de  Vaudreuil,  ou  bien 
encore  que  I'  ennemi  fatigu^  ne  fut  oblig^  de  rentrera 
New  York.'  Theiasl  is  681.35,  and  furnuhes  maUer 
for  dottbt  how  far  the  departure  of  the  Romulus  is  a  de- 
cided measure.  It  seems  not  540.  ing%^%.  Hon  so  for  a 
purpose  wherein  time  is  tfie  most  pressing  circumstanee. 
The  idea  of  getting  in  her  is  to  be  abandoned,  to  go  to 
Boston  would  be  the  most  (economical  plan.  But  it 
would  h^fve  weeks  from  my  leaving  this  place  before 
I  could  expect  to  sail  from  thence.  Of  course  I  may 
from  here  be  in  Franee  by  the  time  1  should  be  sail- 
ing from  Boston. 

Five  weeks  in  a  crisis  of  negotiation  may  be  mucK 
Should  I  accept  of  the  Guadaioupe,  and  she  should 
be  lost,  it  would  under  present  circumstances  draw 
censure.  Moreover  in  this  or  the  former  case,  be- 
sides losing  the  vessel,  what  will  be  my  situation  ? 
that  of  a  prisoner  certainly,  from  what  has  been  done 
in  Lauren's  case  they  would  not  release  me  ;  in 
expectation  of  a  high  exchange  ;  or  if  they  did,  it 
would  only  be  on  parole,  in  which  case  I  could  neither 
act  nor  communicate.  This  plan  would  have  in  it's 
favour  oeconomy  and  a  possibility  (a  bare  one)  of 
despatch.  That  of  the  flag  still  appears  best  It  is 
favoured  by  the  circumstances  of  despatch,  safety,  & 
the  preservation  of  our  papers.     But  when  1  think  of 
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the  expence  I  feci  myself  annihilated  in  comparison 
with  it  A  vessel  may  be  got  here,  but  I  question  if 
for  less  than  11.819.  3^  °^  843.1a  819.36  pounds. 
Besides  can  a  passport  be  obtained  from  New  York 
without  naming  the  vessel,  the  crew,  &c.  If  not  it 
would  take  long  to  furnish  these  circumstances  from 
hence.  The  Delaware  would  be  more  eligible  in  that 
case.  Otherwise  this  place  is.  If  this  should  be 
adopted,  what  would  be  the  extent  of  the  protection 
of  the  flag  to  the  papers  I  should  carry  ?  These,  so 
far  as  this  question  would  afTect  them,  would  be  of 
three  descriptions.  1.  My  own  commission,  instruc- 
tions. &  other  documents  relative  to  my  mission.  2. 
Public  letters  to  the  consuls,  ministers  &  others  on 
other  business.  3.  Private  letters.  I  have  no  means 
of  satisfying  myself  on  these  points  here.  If  there- 
fore this  measure  should  be  adopted  I  should  thank 
you  for  your  opinion  on  them,  as  you  can,  where  you 
are  doubtful,  make  enquiry  of  others.  I  am  exceed- 
ingly fatigued  with  this  place,  as  indeed  I  should  with 
any  other  where  I  had  neither  occupation  nor  amuse- 
ment. I  am  very  particularly  indebted  here  to  the 
politeness  &  hospitality  of  Gen'l  La  Vallette  who 
obliges  me  to  take  refuge  in  his  quarters  from  the 
tedium  of  my  own,  the  latter  half  of  every  day. 
You  are  indebted  to  him  too  as  I  should  make  my  long 
letters  much  longer  &  plague  you  with  more  cypher 
were  I  confined  at  home  all  day.  I  beg  you  to  be 
assured  of  ray  warmest  wishes  for  your  happiness. 

Feb  15,  9  o'clock  p.m.     After  scaling  up  this  let- 
ter, !  received  yours  of  yesterday  inclosing  the  king's 
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speech,  for  which  I  thank  you  much.  The  essential 
information  conveyed  to  us  by  that  is  that  the  pre- 
liminary for  our  independance  (which  we  before  knew 
to  have  been  agreed  between  the  plenipos)  has  been 
provisionally  ratified  by  him.  I  have  tliought  it  my 
duty  to  write  the  enclosed  letter  which  after  reading 
you  will  be  so  good  as  to  stick  a  wafer  in  &  deliver. 
I  wish  no  supposed  inclination  of  mine  to  stand  in 
the  way  of  a  free  change  of  measure,  if  Congress 
should  think  the  public  interest  required  it.  The 
argument  of  oeconomy  is  much  strengthened  by  the 
impossibility  (now  certain)  of  going  but  in  an  express 
vessel.  The  principal  matters  confided  to  me  were 
T.  The  new  Instruction  ;  which  perhaps  may  have  been 
sent  by  Count  Rochambcau,  or  may  yet  be  sent  2. 
The  details  of  the  financier's  department  which  Mr. 
Morris  not  chusing  to  trust  to  paper  had  communicated 
verbally.  These  in  the  event  of  peace  or  truce  may 
safely  go  in  paper.  3.  The  topics  which  support  our 
right  to  the  fisheries,  to  the  western  countr)'.  &  the 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi.  The  first  of  these  is 
probably  settled.  The  two  latter  should  only  come 
into  discussion  in  the  Spanish  negociation.and  there- 
fore would  only  have  been  the  subject  of  private 
conversation  with  Mr.  Jay,  whose  good  sense  &  knowl- 
edge of  the  subject  will  hardly  need  any  suggestions. 
I  foi^ot  to  mention  to  you  in  my  letter  that  Mr. 
Nash  arrived  here  the  day  before  yesterday  on  his 
way  to  N.  Carolina,  and  that  Mr.  Brunt  is  not  yet 
arrived,  but  is  weekly  expected.  I  am  yours  afTec- 
tionately. 


TO  FRANCIS  EPPES.' 

THtUDiLnnA,  Hudt  4, 1783. 

Dear  Sir, — In  my  last,  from  Baltimore.  I  in- 
formed you  that  my  voyage  to  Europe  was  at  least 
suspended  till  further  intelligence  should  be  received. 
I  returned  to  this  place  about  four  or  five  days  ago, 
that  I  might  be  on  the  spot  to  act  as  shall  be  ulti- 
mately concluded  by  Congress.  Though  nothing 
since  has  come  to  us,  we  consider  the  event  of  peace 
as  certain  and  speedy.  The  hearing  nothing  is  a 
proof  of  this.  The  French  minister,  the  British  at 
New  York,  and  Congress,  are  equally  uninformed. 
This  would  not  have  been  the  case  had  the  con- 
ferences for  peace  broken  off,  as  has  been  pretended, 
or  had  they  become  languid.  The  packets  and  dis- 
patch vessels  are  detained,  doubtless,  on  a  daily 
expectation  of  sending  something  more  definitive 
than  the  signing  of  preliminaries.  Capt.  Barney  is 
lying  at  L'Orient  with  the  Washington,  a  dispatch 
vessel  of  Congress,  ready  to  bring  the  advices  from 
our  plenipotentiaries.  From  these  circumstances, 
you  will  judge  that  I  expect  every  hour  to  receive 
permission  to  return  home.  I  shall  be  here  but  a 
very  few  days  after  this  shall  be  received,  and  e.\pect 
to  be  myself  the  bearer  of  the  first  intelligence  to 
you.  There  is  nothing  new  here.  I  hope  by  the 
next  post  to  receive  a  letter  from  you.  though  after 
near  three  months  absence  without  having  ever 
heard  a  word  of  my  dear  little  ones,  I  shall  receive 
your  letter  with  fear  and  trembling,  lest  any  accident 

'  From  Kandair*  UJt  «/ ytffertem.  III.  $86. 
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should  have  happened.  This  dread,  I  hope,  will  be 
removed.  Patsy  is  well.  I  hope  Mrs.  Eppes  has 
recovered  better  health.  If  my  prayers  would  be  a 
medicine,  she  should  have  them  with  more  fervor 
than  they  were  ever  offered  for  myself.  Present  my 
love  to  her  and  the  little  ones,  and  whenever  you 
have  an  opportunity,  be  so  good  as  to  let  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Skipwith  know  that  I  remember  them  with 
affection.     I  am,  dear  sir.  Your  sincere  friend. 


TO  THE  SECRETARY  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS.  j.  «ss. 

<BOaEftT  R.  UVUIGSTOM,) 

PiIA  Mar  13.  J  783. 

Sir, — Supposing  the  despatches  received  by  the 
Washington  may  have  enabled  Congress  to  decide 
on  the  expediency  of  continuing  or  of  countermand- 
ing my  mission  to  Europe  I  take  the  liberty  of  ex- 
pressing to  you  the  satisfaction  it  will  give  me  to 
receive  their  ultimate  will  so  soon  as  other  business 
will  permit  them  to  revert  to  this  subject      I  have 


TO  JOHN  JAY.  J.HSa^ 

flllLADZLrillA.  Apt.  II,  178J. 

Dr.  Sir, — In  a  Ire  wch  I  did  myself  tlic  honr  of 
writg  you  by  the  Chevalr  de  Chattetlux  I  informed 

'  The  following  lesoluiton  vat  paned  by  Conijrcsi  in  mponx  to  ihti  letter. 

April  \%\,  i;8]. 

"  Rttfhud,  That  tlic  Secntary  Un  Foreign  Affatn  inform  the  Hon.  Tbomu 
JcScnon,  in  vuwer  to  bii  letter  ol  tbc  131)1  of  Maich,  that  Conpta  eoiuider 
ihe  object  of  hii  appointnenl  *o  far  advaiKed  ai  to  reniler  it  nnnecCBiry  (or 
bim  10  pMnae  his  voyage,  and  thai  Congress  are  well  salitfied  with  the  readU 
•MM  be  ha*  thown  in  nndcrtakinjf  a  Mnrice  which  from  the  present  •itnati'M  of 
aflatrt  tbey  apprehend  can  be  ditpented  with," 
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you  of  my  being  at  this  place  with  the  intention  of 
joining  you  in  Paris.  But  the  uncommon  vigilance  of 
the  enemy's  cruisers  immediately  after  the  departure 
of  the  Fr  fleet  deterrd  every  vessel  from  attemptg  to 
go  out.  The  arrival  of  the  preliminaries  soon  after 
shewed  the  impropriety  of  my  proceeding,  and  1  am 
just  now  setting  out  on  my  return  to  Virga.  I  can- 
not however  take  my  departure  without  paying  to 
yourself  &  your  worthy  colleagues  my  homage  for  the 
good  work  you  have  completed  for  us,  and  congratu- 
lating you  on  the  singular  happiness  of  having  borne 
so  distinguished  a  part  both  in  the  earliest  &  latest 
transactions  of  this  revolution.  The  terms  obtained 
for  us  are  indeed  great,  and  are  so  deemed  by  your 
country,  a  few  ill-designing  debtors  excepted.  I  am  in 
hopes  you  will  continue  at  some  one  of  the  European 
courts  most  agreeable  to  yourself  that  we  may  still 
have  the  benefit  of  your  talents.  I  took  llie  liberty 
in  my  letter  of  suggesting  a  wish  that  you  would  be 
so  kind  as  to  engage  lodgings  for  me.  Should  you 
have  given  yourself  this  trouble  I  beg  leave  to  return 
you  my  thanks  and  to  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  com- 
municate the  amount  of  their  hire  to  Mr.  Rob  Morris 
of  this  city  who  will  immediately  remit  it  to  you  as  I 
lodge  money  in  his  hands  for  this  purpose.  Accept 
my  wannest  wishes  for  your  happiness  and  be  as- 
sured of  the  sincerity  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
be  Dr  Sir  your  roo  ob  &  mo  hble  servL 


P.  S.     I  beg  to  be  affly  remembd  to  Dr.  F.  &  Mr. 
A.,  if  they  be  still  with  you. 
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TO   JAMES    HABISON.' 


J.  MSI, 


TUCXAHOC.  May  J.  1783, 

I  received  your  favor  of  Apr.  22  and  am  not  a  little 
concerned  at  the  alteration  which  took  place  in  the 
Report  on  the  impost  &c.  after  I  left  you.  The 
article  which  bound  the  whole  together  was  I  fear 
essentia)  to  get  the  whole  passed  ;  as  that  which  pro- 
posed the  conversion  of  state  into  federal  debts  was 
one  palatable  ingredient  at  least  in  the  pill  we  were  to 
swallow.  This  proposition  being  then  hopeful,  I 
never  consulted  you  whether  the  paiment  of  our 
Western  expenditures,  annexed  as  a  condition  to  our 
passing  the  articles  recommended,  would  not  be 
acceded  to  by  Congress ;  more  especially  when  one 
of  those  articles  is  the  cession  of  that  very  territory 
for  the  acquisition  &  defense  of  which  these  expendi- 
tures have  been  incurred.  If  I  recollect  rightly  Con- 
gress offered  this  in  their  first  proposition  for  a 
cession,  I  beg  your  sentiments  however  on  this  sub- 
ject by  return  of  the  first  post.  Notwithstanding  the 
unpromising  form  of  these  articles  I  have  waited  a 
fortnight  in  the  neighborhood  of  Richmond  that  I 
might  see  some  of  the  members.  I  passed  yesterday  in, 
associating  &  conversing  with  as  many  of  them  as  I 
could.  Tfu  Attorney  has  cooperated  in  this  work. 
This  is  the  view  I  form  at  present  of  the  leaders.  Dr, 
[Arthur]  Lee,  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Page.  Taylor,  will  be 
against  them.     So  will  Tkruston  &  White  if  elected, 

'  TMi  ia  copied  from  Jeffcrwn't  rou^  dnft  mud  tbc  portions  in  italics  are 
underHaed  i&  th«  origiul,  evidently  to  indictte  word*  tli»t  were  to  be  put  in 
dplier. 
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and  even  an  A,  Campbell  is  thought  woriky  of  being 
named  with  these  as  having  some  influence  in  the  S. 
Western  quarter.  In  their  favour  will  be  TyUr, 
Tazewell,  Genl  Nelson,  W.  Nelson,  Nicholas  &  stAfr. 
[Archibald]  Stewart  a  young  man  of  ^d  talents  from 
the  Westward,  Henry  as  usual  is  involved  in  mys- 
tery :  should  the  popular  tide  run  strongly  in  either 
direction,  he  will  (all  in  with  it.  Should  it  not,  he 
will  have  a  struggle  between  his  enmity  to  the  Lees, 
&  his  enmity  to  everything  which  may  give  influence 
to  Congress.  T.  [homson]  Mason  is  a  meteor  whose 
path  canftot  be  calculated.  All  the  powers  of  his 
mind  scctn  at  present  to  be  concentrated  in  one  single 
object,  the  producing  a  convention  to  new  tncdel  the 
[State]  Constitution.  This  isa  subject  much  agitated^ 
and  seems  the  only  one  they  will  have  to  amuse  them- 
selves  with  till  they  shall  receive  your  propositions. 
These  should  be  hastened ;  as  I  think  the  session  will 
be  short.  I  have  seen  Mr.  Wythe.  He  has  none  of 
bis  amendments  or  notes  on  the  Confederation, 

Mr.  Short  has  desired  me  to  suggest  his  name  as 
that  of  a  person  willing  to  become  a  legatine  secre- 
tary should  these  offices  be  continued.  /  liave  ap^ 
prised  him  of  the  possibiIit>'  that  they  may  noL 
You  know  my  high  opinion  of  his  abilities  &"  merits  ; 
1  will  therefore  only  add  that  a  peculiar  talent  for 
prying  into  facts  seems  to  mark  itis  character  as 
proper  for  such  a  business.  He  \syouftg,  &  little  ex- 
perienced in  business,  tho  weW  prepnrcd  for  if.  These 
defects  will  lessen  daily.  Should /^rj^^wj  he  proposed 
less  proper  on  the  whole,  you  would  on  motives  of 
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public  good,  knowing  his  wilUngtuss  to  serve,  give 
him  a  nomination  &  do  justice  to  his  character. 

I  rejoice  zx  the  information  that  1832.  164.928.36. 
323.'  &  yourself  concur  in  scntintents.  J  rejoice  as  it 
will  render  you  happier  and  give  to  me  a  neighbor  on 
whofn  I  shall  set  high  z'alue.  Vou  will  be  continued 
in  ^y^nr  delegation  till  the  end  of  three  years  from  the 
completion  of  the  Confederation.  Vou  will  therefore 
model  your  measures  accordingly.  You  say  nothing 
of  the  time  when  you  shall  pay  your  visit  to  Virginia. 
I  hope  you  will  let  me  know  of  your  arrival  as  soon 
as  il  happens.  Should  the  call  be  made  on  me,  which 
was  sometimes  the  subject  of  our  conversation,  and  be 
so  timed  with  your  visit  as  that  you  wty  be  the  bcar-er 
o/\X,  J  shall  with  great  pleasure  accommodate  my 
movements  to  yours  so  as  to  accompany  you  on  your 
return  to  Philadelphia. 

I  set  out  this  morning  for  Monticello.  My  affec- 
tionate compliments  to  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  of 
the  house,  and  sincere  friendship  to  yourself.    Adieu. 


TO  JAMES   MADISOK. 


uad.  mss. 


MONTICKLLO.  I  JUM,  17^3 

Dear  Sir  ;— The  receipt  of  your  letter  of  May  6 
remains  unacknolegcd.  1  am  also  told  that  Colo. 
Monroe  has  letters  for  me  by  post,  tho'  I  have  not 
yet  received  them.  I  hear  but  little  from  our 
assembly.     Mr.  Henrj'  lias  declared  in  favour  of  the 

*  Thi»  1  infer  to  be  an  klluiion  to  Mtts  Floyd,  whom  MadiioD  wn  llm 
covning.  but  the  aUuiion  ii  so  wited,  as  to  be  undceipberabte. 
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impost     This  will  ensure  iL     How  he  is  as  to  the 
other  questions  of  importance,  I  do  not  leani. 

On  opening  my  papers  when  I  came  home  I  found 
among  them  the  enclosed  cyphers  which  I  had  re- 
ceived from  either  Mr.  Morris's  or  Mr.  Livingston's 
ofHce.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  return  them  for 
me?  The  confusion  into  which  my  papers  had  got 
going  to  &  from  Baltimore  &  left  there  for  some 
time  will  I  hope  apologize  for  my  having  overlooked 
them  when  I  returned  the  other  papers.  I  send  you 
inclosed  the  debates  in  Congress  on  the  subjects  of 
Independance.  voting  in  Congress,  &  the  Quotas  of 
money  to  be  required  from  the  states.  I  found  on 
looking  that  I  had  taken  no  others  save  only  in  one 
trifling  case.  As  you  were  desirous  of  having  a  copy 
of  the  original  of  the  declaration  of  Independance  I 
have  inserted  it  at  full  length  distinguishing  the 
alterations  it  underwent.     *    •     • 


PROPOSED  CONSTITUTION  FOR  VIRGINIA.* 

UoBc  1763.) 
To  th«  citixens  of  the  cotnmonwealib  of  Virginia,  and  all  oihen 
whom  it  may  coocern.  the  delegates  for  the  said  commonwealth 
in  Convention  assembled,  send  greeting  : 

*  Jcilcnoii's  dbtritc  of  lbs  Viipnian  Conititnlion  of  1776  has  alreadj  (it,  7) 
been  alluded  10.  Prom  iu  ftdopUoD  be  wac  atwajt  eDdeavoiinc  10  oboun  ■ 
comcntioa  to  frame  ■  new  odc,  and  on  hit  Epending  a  day  in  Richinontl  at  the 
eptDla(  of  the  ipring  Msnon  of  the  le^Uature.  in  1783.  be  fooad  nek  a  ooo- 
vrniion  t  nbject  of  discntsloa.  He  wroie  MadUon  the  A\j  tflcr  ihb  vkh 
(May  7,  17S3) :  "All  the  powers  of  hi*  [Tbonuoo  Ha>on]  mind  vttm  ai 
prn«ttl  concentniled  in  one  single  obj«ct,  ihe  piodunnic  of  •  Con*entiOB  lo 
nrw  model  the  Conttitntion.  Tbit  U  a  subject  much  aptated,  and  •ceau  Ibe 
only  one  (bey  will  have  lo  amnK  thenttelva  wiib,  cill  ibcy  ihaU  receive  jroar 
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It  is  known  to  you  and  to  the  world,  that  the  gDvemment  of 
Great  Britain,  with  which  the  AmericAD  Stales  were  not  long 
since  connected,  assumed  over  them  an  authorit)-  unwarrantable 
and  oppressive  ;  that  they  endeavored  to  enforce  this  authority 
by  arms,  and  that  the  Stales  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South 
Carolina,  and  Georgia,  considering  resistance,  with  all  its  train 
of  horrors,  as  a  lesser  evil  than  abject  submission,  closed  in  the 
appeal  to  arms.  It  hath  pleased  the  Sovereign  Disposer  of  all 
human  events  to  give  to  this  appeal  an  issue  favorable  10  the 
rights  of  the  States ;  to  enable  them  to  reject  forever  all  depend* 
ence  on  a  government  which  had  shown  itself  so  capable  of 
abusing  the  trusts  reposed  in  it ;  and  to  obtain  from  that  govern- 
ment a  solemn  and  explicit  acknowledgment  that  they  arc  free, 
sovereign,  and  independent  States.  During  the  progress  of  that 
war.  through  which  we  had  to  labor  for  the  establishment  of  our 
rights  the  legislature  of  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia  found  it 
necessary  to  make  a  temporary  organization  of  government  for 
preventing  anarchy,  and  pointing  our  efforts  to  the  two  import- 
ant objects  of  war  against  our  invaders,  and  peace  and  happiness 
among  ourselves.  But  this,  like  all  other  acts  of  legislation, 
being  subject  to  change  by  subsequent  legislatures,   possessing 

[Congress]  propositions."  Snpposing  from  ihis  informal  iidk,  ihit  sacb  ■  con- 
te&tioD  would  bcordcrcd.JcSenondrmftcd  this  propoaed  oooititiition  Mine  time 
between  May  71b  and  Jone  t7th.  On  the  luier  date  he  wrote  Maduon  :  "  A 
CoDTCntion  for  the  Amcsdineat  of  our  Coitttitution  having  been  aacb  the  rabjcd 
of  convcnation  for  tome  liioe,  I  have  turned  my  thoaghti  (o  the  amemlments 
ncceuaiy.  Tbc  result  1  Inclose  yon."  No  convention  was,  bowcvcr,  called. 
Jeflenon  in  1786  wbile  in  Paris  printed  this  coosiitatiun  in  pamphlet  fonn, 

Tbc  title  of  thii  edition  waa : 

Drau^t  /  of  a  /  Fundamental  Conitltutlon  /  for  the  /  Commonweal th  of  Vir« 
£inia.     (8ro,  pp.  14.) 

Thin  Jcfletvin  bound  up  witb  h»  Xt^ti  on  Virgima.  a^  an  Appendix, 
prefaced  by  the  foUnwing  xtatemenl  -  "In  the  Mmroer  of  the  year  I783, 
it  was  ex[»ectcd  thai  the  waembly  of  VtrgintB  woald  call  a  Convention  for 
the  enablithmeot  of  a  Conilitution.  Tba  following  draught  of  a  fundamental 
ContthiitioD  for  tbe  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  wat  then  piepat«d,  wiUi  a  design 
of  bcinc  praposed  in  inch  CoBTcntioo  had  it  taken  place."— ty.  Madison '1 
ljiUr$,  t.  So.  B7. 
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equal  powers  with  thcmsclrea ;  it  has  been  thought  ex}>edteat, 
thai  H  «hoald  recdve  those  amendroents  which  time  and  txial 
bare  suggested,  uid  be  rendered  permaneDt  by  a  power  fupehoTf 
to  that  of  the  ordinary  legislature.  The  general  assonbly  there- 
fore of  this  Sute  recommended  it  to  the  good  people  thereof,  lo 
choo«e  delegates  to  meet  in  geocral  convealioo,  with  powers  to 
form  a  constitution  of  government  for  them,  and  to  decUre  those 
fundamentals  to  which  all  our  laws  present  and  futttre  shall  be 
subordinate  ;  and,  in  compliance  with  this  recommendation,  they 
hare  thought  proper  to  make  choice  of  us,  and  to  vest  us  with 
powers  for  this  purpose. 

We,  therefore,  the  delegates,  chosen  by  the  said  good  people 
of  this  State  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  now  assembled  in 
general  convention,  do,  in  execution  of  the  authority  with  which 
we  are  invested,  establish  the  following  constitution  and  funda- 
mentals of  government  for  the  said  State  of  Virf^ia : 

The  said  State  shall  forever  bereaftet  be  goveraed  as  » 
commonwealth. 

The  powers  of  government  shall  be  divided  into  three  distinct 
deparunenu,  each  of  them  to  be  confided  to  a  separate  body  of 
magistracy  ;  to  wit,  those  which  are  legislative  to  one,  those 
which  are  judiciary  to  another,  and  those  which  are  executive  to 
another.  Ko  person,  or  collection  of  pcnoos,  being  of  one  of 
these  departments,  shall  exercise  any  power  properly  bdoDging 
to  either  of  the  others,  except  in  the  instances  hereinafter  ex- 
pressly permitted. 

The  legislature  shall  consist  of  two  branches,  the  one  to  be 
called  the  House  of  Delegates,  Ihe  other  the  Senate,  and  both  to- 
gether  the  General  Assembly.  The  concurrence  of  both  of  these, 
expressed  on  three  several  readings,  shall  be  necessary  to  the 
passage  of  a  law. 

Delegates  for  the  general  assembly  shall  be  chosen  on  the  last 
Monday  of  November  in  every  year.  But  if  an  election  cannot 
be  concluded  on  that  day,  it  may  be  adjourned  from  day  to  day 
till  it  can  be  concluded. 

The  number  of  delegates  which  each  county  may  send  shall  be 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  its  qualified  electors ;  and  Ihe 
whole  number  of  delegates  for  the  State  shall  be  so  proportioned 


to  the  whole  Dumber  of  qualified  electors  in  it,  that  they  shall 
never  exceed  three  hundred,  nor  b«  fewer  than  one  hundred. 
Whenever  such  excess  or  deficiency  shall  take  place,  (he  Hou»e 
of  Delegates  so  deficient  or  excessive  shall,  notwithstanding  this, 
continue  in  being  during  its  legal  term  ;  but  they  shall,  during 
that  term,  re-adjusl  the  projiortion,  so  as  to  bring  their  number 
within  (he  limits  before  mentioned  at  the  ensuing  election.  If 
any  county  be  reduced  in  its  qualified  electors  below  the  number 
authorized  to  send  one  delegate,  let  it  he  annexed  to  some 
adjoining  county. 

For  the  election  of  senators,  let  the  several  counties  be  allotted 
by  the  senate,  from  time  to  time,  into  such  and  so  many  districts 
as  they  shall  find  best ;  and  let  each  county  at  the  time  of  elect- 
ing its  delegates,  choose  senatorial  electors,  qualified  as  (hem- 
selves  are,  and  four  in  number  for  each  delega(e  their  county  is 
entitled  to  send,  who  shall  convene,  and  conduct  themselves,  in 
such  manner  as  the  legislature  shall  direct,  with  the  senatorial 
electors  from  the  other  counties  of  their  district,  and  then  choose, 
by  ballot,  one  senator  for  every  six  delegates  which  their  district 
is  entitled  to  choose.  Let  the  senatorial  districts  be  divided  into 
two  classes,  and  let  the  members  elected  for  one  of  them  be  dis- 
solved at  the  first  ensuing  general  election  of  delegates,  the  other 
at  the  next,  and  so  on  alternately  forever, 

All  free  male  citizens,  of  full  age,  and  sane  mind,  who  for  one 
year  before  shall  have  been  resident  in  the  county,  or  shall 
through  the  whole  of  that  time  have  posse»sed  therein  real  prop- 
erty of  the  value  of  ;  or  shall  for  the  same  time  have 

been  enrolled  In  the  militia,  and  no  others,shaII  have  a  right  to  vote 
for  delegates  for  the  said  county,  and  for  senatorial  electors  for 
the  district.     They  shall  give  their  votes  personally,  and  rirw  vocf. 

The  general  assembly  shall  meet  at  the  place  to  which  the 
last  adjournment  was.  on  the  foriy-second  day  after  the  day  of 
elecCion  of  delegates,  and  thenceforward  at  any  other  time  or 
place  on  their  own  adjournment,  till  their  office  expires,  which 
shall  be  on  the  day  preceding  that  appointed  for  the  meeting  of 
the  next  general  assembly.  Bui  if  they  shall  at  any  time  ad- 
journ for  more  than  one  year,  it  shall  be  a<>  if  they  had  adjourned 
for  one  year  precisely.     Neither  house,  without  the  concurrence 
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of  the  other,  shall  adjourn  for  more  than  one  week,  oor  to  any 
other  place  than  the  one  at  which  ihey  are  sitting.  The  governor 
»hal)  aUo  have  power,  with  the  advice  of  the  council  of  Statv,  to 
call  them  at  any  other  time  to  the  same  place,  or  to  a  different 
one,  if  that  shall  have  become,  since  the  last  adjournment,  danger- 
ous  from  an  enemy,  01  from  infection. 

A  majority  of  either  hou&e  shall  be  a  quorum,  and  shall  be 
requisite  for  doing  business;  but  any  smaller  proportion  which 
from  time  to  time  shall  be  thought  expedient  by  the  respective 
houses,  Ehall  be  sufficient  to  call  for,  and  to  punish,  their  non- 
attending  members,  and  to  adjourn  themselves  for  any  time  not 
exceeding  one  week. 

The  members,  during  their  attendance  on  the  general  assembly, 
and  for  so  long  a  time  before  and  after  as  shall  be  necessary  for 
travelling  to  and  from  the  same,  shall  be  privileged  from  all  per- 
sonal restraint  and  assault,  and  shall  have  no  other  privilege 
whatsoever.  'I'hey  shall  receive,  during  the  same  time,  daily 
wages  in  gold  or  silver,  equal  to  the  value  of  two  bushels  of 
wheat.  This  value  shall  be  deemed  one  dollar  by  the  bushel 
itil  the  year  1790,  in  which  and  in  every  tenth  year  thereafter, 
the  general  court,  at  their  6rst  sessions  in  the  year,  shall  cause  a 
special  jury,  of  the  most  respectable  merchants  and  farmers  to  be 
summoned,  to  declare  what  shall  have  been  the  averaged  value  of 
wheat  during  the  last  ten  years :  which  averaged  value  shall  be 
the  measure  of  wages  for  the  ten  subsequent  years. 

Of  this  general  assembly,  the  treasurer,  attorney  general,  regis- 
ter.  ministers  of  the  gospel,  officers  of  the  regular  armies  of  this 
State,  or  of  the  United  States,  persons  receiving  salaries  or  emolu- 
ments from  any  power  foreign  to  our  confederacy,  those  who  are 
not  rewdent  in  the  county  for  which  they  are  chosen  delegates,  or 
districts  for  which  they  are  chosen  senators,  those  who  are  not 
qualified  as  electors,  persons  who  shall  have  committed  treason, 
felony,  or  such  other  crime  as  would  subject  them  to  infamoui 
punishment,  or  who  shall  have  been  convicted  by  due  course  of 
law  of  bribery  or  corruption,  in  endeavoring  to  procure  an  elec- 
tion 10  the  said  assembly,  shall  be  incapable  of  being  memben. 
All  others,  not  herein  elsewhere  excluded,  who  may  elect,  shall 
be  capable  of  being  elected  thereto. 
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Any  member  of  the  said  assembly  accepting  any  office  of 
profit  UDder  this  Stale,  or  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them, 
shall  thereby  vacate  his  seat,  but  shall  be  capable  of  being  le- 
elected. 

Vacancies  occasioned  by  such  di&qualifi cations,  by  death,  or 
otherwise,  shall  be  supplied  by  the  electors,  on  a  writ  from  the 
speaker  of  the  respective  house. 

The  general  assembly  shall  not  have  power  to  infringe  this 
constitution  ;  to  abridge  the  civil  rights  of  any  person  on  account 
of  his  religious  belief ;  to  restrain  him  from  professing  and  sup* 
porting  that  belief,  or  to  compel  him  to  contributions,  other  than 
those  be  shall  have  personally  stipulated  for  the  support  of  that 
or  any  other  ;  to  ordain  death  for  any  crime  but  treason  or  mur- 
der, or  military-  ofiences ;  to  pardon,  or  give  a  power  of  pardon- 
ing, persons  duly  convicted  of  treason  or  felony,  but  instead 
thereof  they  may  substitute  one  or  two  new  trials,  and  no  more  ; 
to  pass  laws  for  punishing  actions  done  before  the  existence  of 
such  laws  ;  to  pass  any  bill  of  attainder  of  treason  or  felony  ;  to 
prescribe  torture  in  any  case  whatever ;  nor  to  permit  the  intro- 
dticrion  of  any  more  slaves  to  reside  in  this  State,  or  the  continu- 
ance  of  slavery  beyond  the  generation  which  shall  be  living  on 
the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred; 
all  ))ersons  born  after  that  day  being  hereby  declared  free. 

The  general  assembly  shall  have  power  to  sever  from  this 
State  all  or  any  parts  of  its  territory  westward  of  the  Ohio,  or  of 
the  meridian  of  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Kanhaway,  and  to  cede 
to  Congress  one  hundred  square  miles  of  territory  in  any  other 
part  of  this  State,  so  long  as  Congress  shall  hold  their  sessions 
therein,  or  in  any  territory  adjacent  thereto,  which  may  be  tend- 
ered to  them  by  any  other  State. 

They  shall  have  power  to  appoint  the  speakers  of  their  re- 
spective houses,  treasurer,  auditors,  attorney  general,  register,  all 
general  officers  of  the  military,  their  own  clerks  and  Serjeants, 
and  no  other  officers,  except  where,  in  other  pans  of  this  con- 
stitution, such  appointment  is  expressly  given  them. 

The  executive  powers  shall  be  exercised  by  a  Gtremer.  who 
shall  be  chosen  by  joint  ballot  of  both  houses  of  assembly,  and 
when  chosen  shall  remain  in  office  five  years,  and  be  ineligible  a 
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second  tim«.  During  his  lerm  be  shall  hold  no  other  office  or 
emolument  under  this  State,  or  any  other  State  or  power  whai- 
socver.  By  executive  powers,  we  mean  no  refeience  to  those 
powers  exercised  under  our  (omer  government  by  the  crown  at 
of  its  pierogaiive,  nor  that  these  shall  be  the  »landard  of  *hai 
may  or  may  not  be  deemed  the  rightful  powers  of  the  governor. 
We  give  them  those  powers  only,  which  are  necessary  to  execute 
the  laws  (and  administer  the  government),  and  which  are  not  in 
their  nature  either  legislative  or  judiciary.  The  application  of 
this  idea  must  be  left  to  reason.  We  do  however  expressly  deny 
him  the  prerogative  powers  of  erecting  couns,  offices^  boronghs^ 
corporations,  fairs,  markets,  pons,  beacons,  light-houses^  and  sea- 
marks ;  of  laying  embargoes,  of  establishing  precedence,  of  re- 
taining within  the  State,  or  recalling  to  it  any  citizen  thereof,  and 
of  making  denixens  except  so  far  as  he  may  be  nuthorized  from 
time  to  time  by  the  legislature  to  exercise  any  of  those  powers. 
The  power  of  declaring  war  and  concluding  peace,  of  contracting 
alliances,  of  issuing  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  of  raising  and 
introducing  armed  forces,  of  building  armed  vessels,  forts,  or 
strongholds,  of  coining  money  or  regulating  its  value,  of  regulat- 
ing weights  and  measures,  we  leave  to  be  exercised  under  the 
authority  of  the  confederation  ;  but  in  all  cases  respecting  them 
which  are  out  of  the  said  confederation,  they  shall  be  exercised 
by  the  governor,  under  the  regulation  of  such  laws  as  the  legiila- 
lure  may  think  it  cspcdient  to  pass. 

The  whole  military  of  the  State,  whether  regular,  or  of  militia, 
shall  be  subject  to  his  directions  ;  but  he  shall  leave  the  execu- 
tion of  those  directions  to  the  general  officers  appointed  by  the 
legislature. 

His  salary  shall  be  fixed  by  the  legislature  at  the  session  of 
the  assembly  in  which  he  shall  be  appointed,  and  before  such 
appointment  be  made  ;  or  if  it  be  not  then  fixed,  it  shall  be  the 
same  which  his  next  predecessor  in  office  was  entitled  to.  In 
either  case  he  may  demand  it  quarterly  out  of  any  money  which 
shall  be  in  the  public  treasury  ;  and  it  shall  not  be  in  the  |)ower 
of  the  legislature  to  give  him  less  or  more,  either  dtiring  his  con- 
tinuance in  ofhce,  or  after  he  shall  have  gone  out  of  it  The 
lands,  houses,  and  other  things  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the 
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governor,   shall   remain  to  bis  use  during  his  continuance  ta 
office. 

A  Council  of  Slait  shall  be  chosen  by  joint  ballot  of  both 
houses  of  assembly,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  seven  years,  and 
be  ineligible  a  second  time,  and  who,  while  they  shall  he  of  the 
said  council,  shall  hold  no  other  office  or  emolument  under  this 
State,  or  any  other  slate  or  power  whatsoever.  Their  duty  shall 
be  to  attend  and  advise  the  governor  when  called  on  by  him, 
and  their  advice  in  any  case  shall  be  a  sanction  to  him.  They 
shall  also  have  power,  and  it  shall  be  their  duty,  to  meet  at  their 
own  will,  and  to  give  their  advice,  though  not  required  by  the 
governor,  in  cases  where  they  shall  thiuk  the  public  good  calls 
for  it  Their  advice  and  proceedings  shall  be  entered  in  books 
to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  shall  be  signed  as  approved  or 
disapproved  by  the  members  present.  These  books  shall  be  laid 
before  either  house  of  assembly  when  called  for  by  them.  The 
said  council  shall  consist  of  eight  members  for  the  present ;  but 
their  numbers  may  be  increased  or  reduced  by  the  leji^tslalure, 
whenever  they  shall  think  it  necessary  ;  provided  such  reduction 
be  made  only  as  the  appointments  become  vacant  by  death,  resig- 
nation, disqualification,  or  regular  deprivation.  \  majority  of 
their  actual  number,  and  not  fewer,  shall  be  a  quorum.     They 

shall  be  allowed  for  the  present each  by  the  year,  payable 

quarterly  out  of  any  money  which  shall  be  in  the  public  treasury. 
Their  salarj-,  however,  may  be  increased  or  abated  from  time  to 
time  at  the  discretion  of  the  legislature  ;  provided  such  increase 
or  abatement  shall  not,  by  any  ways  or  means,  be  made  to  affect 
either  then,  or  at  any  future  time,  anyone  of  those  then  actually 
in  office.  At  the  end  of  each  quarter  (heir  salsry  shall  be 
divided  into  equal  portions  by  the  number  of  days  on  which, 
daring  that  quaner,  a  council  has  been  held,  or  required  by  the 
governor,  or  by  their  own  adjournment,  and  one  of  those  portions 
shall  be  withheld  from  each  member  for  everj*  of  the  said  days' 
which,  without  cause  allowed  good  by  the  board,  he  failed  to  at- 
tend, or  departed  before  adjournment  without  their  leave.  If  no 
board  should  have  been  held  during  that  quarter,  there  shall  be 
no  deduction. 

They  shall  annually  choose  a  Prtsident,  who  shall  preside  in 
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couDcil  ia  the  absence  of  the  governor,  and  who,  ia  case  of 
his  office  becoming  vacant  by  death  or  otherwise,  shall  have 
authority  to  exercise  all  his  functioas,  till  a  new  appointmeat 
be  made,  as  he  shall  also  in  aoy  interval  during  which  the  gov- 
ernor shall  declare  himself  unable  to  attend  to  the  duties  of 
bis  office. 

The  yudiaary  powers  shall  be  exercised  by  county  courts  and 
such  other  inferior  courts  as  the  legislature  shall  think  proper  to 
continue  or  to  erect,  by  three  superior  courts,  to  wit,  a  Court  of 
Admiralty,  a  general  Court  of  Common  Law,  and  a  High  Court  of 
Chancery ;  and  by  one  Supreme  Court,  to  be  called  the  Coart 
of  Appeals. 

The  judges  of  the  high  court  of  chancer)-,  general  court,  and 
court  of  admiralty,  shall  be  four  in  number  each,  to  be  appointed 
by  joint  ballot  of  both  houses  of  assembly,  and  to  hold  their 
offices  during  good  behavior.  HTiile  they  continue  judges,  they 
shall  hold  no  other  office  or  emolument,  under  this  Stale,  or  any 
other  Stale  or  power  whatsoever,  except  that  they  may  be  dele- 
gated to  Congress,  receiving  no  addiiionat  allowance. 

These  judges,  assembled  together,  shall  constitute  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  whose  business  shall  be  to  receive  and  determine  appeals 
from  the  three  superior  courts,  but  to  receive  no  original  causes, 
except  in  the  cases  expressly  permitted  herein. 

A  majority  of  the  members  of  either  of  these  courts,  and  not 
fewer,  shall  be  a  quorum.  But  in  the  Court  of  Appeals  nine 
members  shall  be  necessary  to  do  business.  Any  smaller  num- 
bers however  may  be  authorized  by  the  legislature  to  adjourn 
their  respective  courts. 

They  shall  be  allowed  for  the  present each  by  the  year, 

payable  riuarterly  out  of  any  money  which  shall  be  in  the  public 
treasury.  Their  salaries,  however,  may  be  incteased  or  abated, 
from  time  to  time,  at  the  discretion  of  the  legislature,  provided 
Buch  increase  or  abatement  shall  not  by  any  ways  or  means, 
be  made  to  affect,  either  then,  or  at  any  future  time,  any  one 
of  those  then  actually  in  office.  At  the  end  of  each  quarter 
their  saKiry  shall  be  divided  into  equal  portions  by  the  number 
of  days  on  which,  during  that  quarter,  their  respective  courts 
Mt  or  should   have    sat.  and   one   of   these   portions   shall  be 
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withheld  from  each  tnember  for  every  of  the  said  days  wliicb, 
without  cause  allowed  good  by  his  court,  he  failed  to  attend, 
or  departed  before  adjournment  without  their  leave.  If  no  court 
should  have  been  held  during  the  quarter,  there  shall  be  do 
deduction, 

There  shall,  moreover,  be  a  Court  of  Imptathmfnts,  to  consist 
of  three  members  of  the  Council  of  State,  one  of  each  of  the 
superior  courts  of  Chancery,  Common  I^w,  and  Admiralty,  two 
members  of  the  house  of  delegates  and  one  of  the  Senate,  to  be 
chosen  by  the  body  respectively  of  which  they  are.  Before  this 
court  any  member  of  the  three  branches  of  government,  that  is 
to  say,  the  governor,  any  member  of  the  council,  of  the  two 
bouses  of  legislature,  or  of  the  superior  courts,  may  be  impeached 
by  the  governor,  the  council,  or  either  of  the  said  houses  or 
courts,  and  by  no  other,  for  such  misbehavior  in  office  as  would 
be  sufficient  to  remove  him  therefrom  ;  and  the  only  sentence 
they  shall  have  authority  to  pass  shall  be  that  of  deprivation  and 
future  incapacity  of  office.  Seven  members  shall  be  requisite  to 
make  a  court,  and  two-thirds  of  those  present  must  concur  in  the 
sentence.  The  oDfeoces  cognizable  by  thiscourt  shall  be  cogniza- 
ble by  no  other,  and  they  shall  be  triers  of  the  fact  as  welt  as 
judges  of  the  law. 

The  justices  or  judges  of  the  inferior  courts  already  erected,  or 
hereafter  to  be  erected,  shall  be  appointed  hy  the  governor,  on 
advice  of  the  council  of  Stale,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  during 
good  behavior,  or  Lhc  existence  of  their  courts.  For  breach  of 
the  good  behavior,  they  shall  be  tried  according  to  the  laws  of 
the  land,  before  the  Court  of  Appeals,  who  shall  be  judges  of  the 
fact  as  well  as  of  the  law.  The  only  sentence  they  shall  have 
authority  to  pass  shall  be  that  of  deprivation  and  future  incapa* 
city  of  office,  and  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  must  concur 
in  this  sentence. 

All  courts  shall  appoint  their  own  clerks,  who  shall  hold  their 
offices  during  good  behavior,  or  the  existence  of  their  court ;  they 
shall  also  appoint  all  other  attending  officers  to  continue  during 
their  pleasure.  Clerks  appointed  by  the  supreme  or  su[»crior 
courts  shall  be  removable  by  their  respective  courts.  Those  to 
be  appointed  by  other  courts  shall  have  been  previously  examined. 
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and  certified  to  be  dulf  qualified,  by  some  two  members  oi  the 
genpra]  court,  and  shall  be  removable  for  breach  of  the  good  be- 
havior by  the  Court  of  Appeals  only,  who  shall  be  JM^^  of  the 
fact  as  well  as  of  the  law.  Two*thirds  of  the  members  present 
mu»t  concat  in  the  sentence. 

The  justices  or  judges  of  the  icferiot  courts  majr  be  members 
of  the  legislature. 

The  judgment  of  oa  inferior  court  shall  be  flnal.  in  any  civil 
case,  of  greater  value  than  fifty  bushels  of  wheat,  a«  last  rated 
in  the  general  court  for  setting  the  allowance  to  the  members 
of  the  general  assembly,  nor  in  any  case  of  treason,  felony, 
or  other  crime  which  should  subject  the  party  to  infumms 
punishment. 

In  all  causes  depending  before  any  court,  other  than  those  of 
impeachments,  of  appeals,  and  military  courts,  fact*  put  in  issu« 
shall  be  tried  by  jury,  and  in  all  courts  whatever  witnesses  shall 
give  testimony  vha  race  in  open  court,  wherever  their  attendance 
can  be  procured  ;  and  all  parties  shall  be  allowed  counsel  and 
compulsory  process  for  their  witnesses. 

Fines,  amercements,  and  terms  of  imprisonment  left  indefinite 
by  the  law,  other  than  for  contempts,  shall  be  fixed  by  the  jury, 
trieni  of  the  oScncc. 

The  governor,  two  councillors  of  Stale,  and  a  judge  from  each 
of  the  superior  Ourtsof  Chancery,  Common  Law,and  Admiralty, 
shall  be  a  council  to  revise  all  bills  which  shall  have  passed  both 
houses  of  assembly,  in  which  council  the  governor,  when  present, 
shall  preside.  Every  bill,  before  it  becomes  a  law,  shall  be  repre- 
sented to  this  council,  who  shall  have  a  right  to  advise  its  rejection, 
returning  ilie  bill,  with  their  advice  and  reasons  in  writing,  to  the 
hotise  in  which  it  originated,  who  shall  proceed  to  reconsider  the 
said  bill.  But  if  after  such  reconsideration,  two-thirds  of 
the  bouse  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  bill  should  pass  finally, 
they  shall  pass  and  send  it,  with  the  advice  and  written  reasons  of 
the  said  Council  of  Revision,  to  the  other  house,  wherein  if  two- 
thirds  also  shall  be  of  opinion  it  should  pass  finally,  it  shall  there- 
upon become  law  ;  otherwise  it  shall  not. 

If  any  bill,  presented  to  the  said  council,  be  not,  within  one 
week  ^exclusive  of  the  day  of  presenting  it]  returned  by  them. 
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with  their  advice  of  rejection  and  reasons,  to  the  house  where- 
in it  originated,  or  to  the  clerk  of  the  said  house,  in  case  of  its 
adjournment  over  the  expiration  of  the  week,  it  shall  be  law 
from  (he  expiration  of  the  week,  and  shall  then  be  demanda* 
ble  by  the  clerk  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  to  be  filed  of  record 
in  his  office. 

The  bills  which  they  approve  shall  become  law  from  the  time 
of  such  approbation,  anil  shall  then  be  relumed  to,  or  deraanda- 
ble  by,  the  clerk  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  id  be  filed  of  record 
in  his  office. 

A  bill  rejected  on  advice  of  the  Council  of  Revision  may  again 
be  proposed,  daring  the  same  session  of  assembly,  with  sucb 
alterations  as  will  render  it  conformable  to  their  advke. 

The  members  of  the  said  Council  of  Revision  shall  be  ap- 
pointed from  time  to  time  by  the  board  or  court  of  which  they 
respectively  are.  Two  of  the  executive  and  two  of  the  judiciary 
members  shall  be  requisite  to  do  business  ;  and  to  prevent  the 
evils  of  non-attendance,  the  board  and  courts  may  at  any  time 
name  all,  or  so  many  as  they  will,  of  their  members,  in  the  par- 
ticular order  in  which  they  would  choose  the  duty  of  attendance 
to  devolve  from  preceding  to  subsequent  members,  the  pre- 
ceding failing  to  attend.  They  shall  have  additionally  for  their 
ftcrvices  in  this  council  the  same  allowance  as  members  of  assem- 
bly have. 

The  confederation  is  made  a  part  of  this  constitution,  subject 
to  such  future  alterations  as  shall  be  agreed  to  by  the  legislature 
of  this  State,  and  by  all  the  other  confederating  States. 

The  delegates  to  Congress  shall  be  five  in  number  ;  any  three 
of  whom,  3Dd  no  fewer,  may  be  a  representation.  I'hey  shall  be 
appointed  by  joint  ballot  of  both  houses  of  assembly  for  any  term 
not  exceeding  one  year,  subject  to  be  recalled,  within  the  tenn, 
by  joint  vote  of  both  the  said  houses.  They  may  at  the  same 
time  be  members  of  the  legislative  or  judiciary  departments,  bnl 
not  of  the  executive. 

The  benefitK  of  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  shall  be  extended, 
by  the  legislature,  to  every  person  within  this  State,  and  without 
fee,  and  shall  be  so  facilitated  that  no  person  may  be  detained  in 
prison  more  than  ten  days  after  he  ebailhave  demanded  and  been 
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refused  such  writ  by  the  }adge  appointed  by  law,  or  if  none  be 
appointed,  then  by  any  judge  of  a  superior  court,  nor  more  than 
ten  days  after  sucb  writ  shall  have  been  served  on  the  person 
detaining  bim,  and  no  order  given,  on  due  examination,  for  his 
remandmcnt  or  discharge. 

The  miliLarj-  shall  be  subordinate  10  the  civil  power. 

Printing  presses  shall  be  subject  to  no  other  restraint  than 
liableness  to  legal  prosecution  for  false  facts  printed  and  pub- 
lished. 

Any  two  of  the  three  branches  of  government  concurring  in 
opinion,  each  by  the  voice  of  iwo-thirds  of  their  whole  existing 
number,  that  a  convention  is  necessary  for  altering  this  constitu- 
tion, or  correcting  breaches  of  it,  they  shall  be  authorized  to  issue 
writs  to  ever>-  county  for  the  election  o(  so  many  delegates  as  they 
are  auihorixed  to  send  to  the  general  assembly,  which  elections 
shall  be  held,  and  writs  returned,  as  the  laws  shall  have  provided 
in  the  case  of  elections  of  delegates  of  assembly,  mutatis  mutanJis^ 
and  the  said  delegates  shall  meet  at  the  usual  place  of  holding 
assemblies,  three  months  after  date  of  such  writs,  and  shall  be 
acknowledged  to  have  equal  powers  with  this  present  convention. 
The  said  writs  shall  be  signed  by  all  the  members  approving  the 
same. 

To  introduce  ttit  gfptrwment,  the  following  special  and  tempo* 
rary  provision  is  made. 

This  convention  being  authorized  only  to  amend  those  laws 
which  constituted  the  form  of  government,  no  general  dissolution 
of  the  whole  system  of  laws  can  be  supposed  to  have  taken 
place  ;  but  all  laws  in  force  at  the  meering  of  this  convention, 
and  not  inconsistent  with  this  constitution,  remain  in  full  force. 
subject  to  alterations  by  the  ordinary  legislature. 

The  present  general  assembly  shall  continue  rill  the  forty-sec- 
ond day  after  the  last  Monday  of  November  in  this  present  year. 
On  the  said  last  Monday  of  November  in  this  present  year,  the 
several  counties  shall,  by  their  electors  qualified  as  provided  by 
this  constitution,  elect  delegates,  which  for  the  present  shall  be. 

in  number,  one  for  every  militia  of  the  said  County, 

according  to  the  latest  returns  in  possession  of  the  governor,  and 
shall  also  choose  senatorial  electors  in  proportion  thereto,  which 
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s«naloria1  electors  shall  meet  on  the  fourteenth  day  after  the  day 
of  their  election,  at  the  court  house  of  that  coiiniy  of  their 
present  district  which  would  stand  first  in  an  alphabetical 
arrangcmrnt  of  their  counties,  and  shall  choose  senators  in  the 
proportion  fixed  by  this  constitution.  The  elections  and  returns 
shall  be  conducted,  in  all  circumstances  not  hereby  particularly 
prescribed,  by  the  same  persons  and  under  the  same  forms  as  pre- 
scribed by  the  present  laws  in  elections  of  senators  and  delegates 
of  assembly.  The  said  senators  and  delegates  shall  constitute 
the  first  general  assembly  of  the  new  government,  and  shall  spe- 
cially apply  themselves  to  the  procuring  an  exact  return  from 
every  county  of  the  number  of  its  qualified  electors,  and  to  the 
settlement  of  the  number  of  delegates  to  be  elected  for  the 
ensuing  general  asaembly. 

The  present  governor  shall  continue  in  office  to  the  end  of  ibe 
term  for  which  he  was  elected. 

All  other  officers  of  every  kind  shall  continue  in  office  as  they 
would  have  done  had  their  appointment  been  under  this  consti- 
tution, and  new  ones,  where  new  are  hereby  colled  for,  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  atilhority  to  which  such  appointment  is  referred. 
One  of  the  present  judges  of  the  general  court,  he  consenting 
thereto,  shall  by  joint  ballot  of  both  houses  of  assembly,  at  their 
first  meeting,  be  transferred  to  the  High  Court  of  Chancery. 


TO   JAMES    HADISON. 


HAD.  MS*. 


HonticrUjO,  Jan*  17.  1783. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  favours  of  the  13th  &  30th  uIl 
came  to  hand  about  a  week  ago.  I  atn  informed  the 
assembly  determined  against  the  capacity  of  re-elec- 
tion in  those  gentlemen  of  the  delegation  who  could 
not  serve  a  complete  year.  1  do  not  know  on  what 
this  decision  could  be  founded.  My  hopes  of  the 
success  of  the  Congressional  propositions  here  have 
lessened  exceedingly.     Mr.  Henry  had  declared  in 
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favor  of  the  impost :  but  when  the  question  came  on 
he  was  utterly  silent.  I  understand  it  witt  certainly 
be  lost  if  it  be  not  already.  Instead  of  ceding  more 
lands  to  the  U.  S.  a  proposition  is  made  to  revoke 
the  former  cession.  Mr.  Henry  is  for  bounding  our 
state  reasonably  enough,  but  instead  of  ceding  the 
parts  lopped  off  he  is  for  laying  them  off  into  small 
republics.  What  further  his  plan  is  I  do  not  hear. 
However  you  get  the  parliamentary  news  so  much 
more  directly  from  Richmond,  that  it  is  idle  for  me 
to  give  it  you  from  hence. 

A  convention  for  the  amendment  of  our  constitu- 
tion having  been  much  the  topic  of  conversation  for 
some  time.  I  have  turned  my  thoughts  to  the  amend- 
ments necessary.  The  result  I  inclose  to  you.  You 
will  have  opportunities  during  your  stay  in  Philadel- 
phia of  enquiring  into  the  success  of  some  of  the 
parts  of  it  which  tho'  new  to  us  have  been  tried  in 
other  states.  I  shall  only  except  against  your  con>* 
municating  it  to  any  one  of  my  own  country,  as  I 
have  found  prejudices  frequently  produced  against 
propositions  handed  to  the  world  without  explanation 
or  support,  \  trust  that  you  will  either  now  or  tn 
some  future  situation  turn  your  attention  to  this  sub* 
ject  in  time  to  give  your  aid  when  it  shall  be  finally 
discussed.  The  paper  inclosed  may  serve  as  a  basis 
for  your  amendment,  or  may  suggest  amendments  to 
a  better  groundwork.  I  further  Icam  that  the  As- 
sembly are  excluding  members  of  Congress  from 
among  them.  Whether  the  information  they  may 
derive  from  their  presence,  or  their  being  marked  by 
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the  confidence  of  the  people,  is  the  cause  of  this  ex- 
elusion  I  cannot  tell. 

Be  pleased  to  present  me  with  affection  to  my  ac- 
quaintances of  the  house,  &  to  receive  yourself  the 
sincerest  assurances  of  the  esteem  with  which  I  am 
Dr  Sir  Your  friend  &  servt. 

P.  S.  I  will  take  the  first  opportunity  of  forward- 
ing the  pamphlet  to  your  father. 


TO    THE    GOVERKOR    OF    VIRGINIA.  v.  3.*. 

(DEMJAUIK  HAUlUON.) 

MoxTicBU.0,  July  i3 — I7ft3. 

Sir, — I  am  sorr)'  you  have  been  at  the  trouble  of 
sending  an  Express  to  me  for  information  as  to  the 
transactions  between  the  Executive  and  Nathan  as  I 
am  satisfied  I  do  not  recollect  a  single  fact  that  you  are 
not  already  possessed  of.  In  the  winter  of  1 779-1 780 
Mr.  Baker  presented  us  some  bills  drawn  by  Genl 
Clarke,  Colo  Todd  and  perhaps  others,  which  he 
said  he  had  taken  up  at  New  Orleans  or  the 
Havanna  and  paid  a  hard  dollar  for  every  one 
named  in  the  bills  at  that  time.  At  that  time  I  think 
we  had  been  made  to  believe  that  depreciation  had 
not  reached  Kaskaskia  and  the  bills  appearing  fair, 
we  considered  them  In  the  nature  of  many  others 
taken  up  by  Pollock,  &  wrote  acceptances  on  the 
greatest  part  of  them,  undertaking  to  pay  them  in 
toto  at  4i  dollars  the  hundred.  I  believe  we 
restricted  some  of  them,  perhaps  as  drawn  by  sub* 
ordinate  Officers,  till  we  could  write  to  Genl  Clarke 
&  Colo  Todd.      We  wrote  to  them  and  desired  a 
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description  of  the  bills  we  were  to  pay  fully  &  the 
rates  of  depreciation,  if  depreciation  had  affected 
any.  They  sent  us  a  description  of  the  hard  money 
bills,  to  wit,  all  drawn  on  New  Orleans,  and  a  table  of 
depreciation  of  the  others.'  This  shewed  we  had 
wrote  acceptances  for  hard  money  on  some  bills 
thereon  depreciation  should  have  been  allowed.  We 
laid  the  case  before  Mr.  Pendleton  &  Wythe  intend- 
ing If  they  thoug^ht  us  bound  by  our  erroneous  ac- 
ceptances that  we  would  pay  them.  They  differed  in 
opinion.  We  then  informed  Nathan  of  Clarke  & 
Todd's  marks  to  distinguish  the  bills,  that  this  had 
proved  we  had  accepted  some  in  hard  money  on 
which  depreciation  should  have  been  allowed,  told 
him  it  was  a  case  in  which  every  man  in  the  state 
was  interested,  that  we  did  not  wish  to  be  judges  in  it 
ourselves,  nor  to  refer  it  to  any  persons  within  the 
State,  but  we  would  refer  it  to  lawyers  in  Phila- 
delphia whither  we  knew  he  was  going,  and  there- 
fore that  it  would  be  convenient  for  him  to  have  it 
decided  there,  as  it  would  to  us,  our  delegates  being 
on  the  spot  to  act  for  us.  He  agreed  to  it  I  wrote  a 
state  of  the  case,  read  it  to  htm  at  the  Council  board, 
he  agreed  every  article  was  right,  we  enclosed  it  to 
our  delegates,  and  is  the  last  part  of  the  transaction 
which  happened  within  my  knowledge.  Our  dele- 
gates have  told  mc  since  that  he  tcrgivisated  a  little 
there,  disputed  facts,  declining  the  reference,  but  that 
he  had  finally  come  to,  but  of  this  they  can  give 
more  certain  information.  In  every  part  of  the  trans- 
action with  us  he  acted  candidly  enough  as  far  as 
we  could  see.  and  we  should  certainly  have  thought 
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ourselves  bound  to  pay  the  money  agreeable  to  the 
award. 

There  was  another  transaction  with  him.  Colo 
Gibson  (I  think  it  was)  came  for  clothing  (or  the 
troops  at  Fort  Pitt  We  were  distressed  how  to 
procure  them.  Nathan  offered  to  go  with  Gibson  to 
Baltimore  &  buy  them,  &  to  wait  a  considerable  time 
for  the  money.  Perhaps  he  might  name  a  year  or 
some  such  term.  We  agreed,  he  went,  bought  them, 
&  drew  on  us  immediately  for  the  money,  which  we 
did  not  like. 

I  am  persuaded  there  is  nothing  above  but  which 
you  know  from  more  certain  hands,  for  indeed  my 
recollection  is  too  faint  to  be  trusted  even  as  to  what 
I  have  said.  Some  parts  I  recollect  positively  enough, 
others  very  faintly  or  perhaps  steps  in  the  place  of 
memor\'.  I  should  really  be  afraid  to  affirm  them 
positively.  If  there  be  however  any  particular  cir- 
cumstances which  you  would  wish  to  have  sworn  to, 
1  will  endeavor  to  recollect  them  with  more  certainty 
and  send  them  to  you.  There  is  never  a  day  scarcely 
but  Mr  Short,  Colo  Moore  and  I  Buchanan  can 
send  me  a  letter  &  I  can  as  spedity  return  an  answer. 
Be  pleased  to  present  my  compliments  to  Mrs. 
Randolph  and  believe  me  to  be  with  much  affection, 
Dr  Sir  Your  friend  &  servt. 


TO  JAMES   MADISON.  had.  mm. 

MO!«TICSLLO,  Aug.  ]l.  1733. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  favor  of  July  17,  which  came  to 
land  long  ago  remains  still  unacknowledged,  as  from 
'^the  time  of  its  receipt  E  had  constant  hopes  that  you 
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would  be  on  the  road  for  Virginia  before  an  answer 
could  reach  you.     That  of  the  i  ith  inst.  I  received 
yesterday,  and  leaves  the  lime  of  your  visit  as  un- 
fixed as  ever,  and  excites  some  fear  that  !  shall  miss 
of  you.     1  propose  to  set  out  for  Congress  about  the 
middle  of  October,  unless  they  should  be  returned 
to  Philadelphia,  in  which  case  I  shall  take  at  home 
the  week  I  meant  othcm'ise  to  pass  at  Philadelphia 
on  my  way  to  Congress.     I  wish  it  would  have  been 
possible  for  your  journey  to  have  been  so  timed  as 
that  your  return  could  have  been  when  I  go  :    for  I 
still  suppose  you  mean  to  pass  the  winter  there  as 
you  told  me  at  a  time  when  it  seemed  to  have  no 
object  but  that  of  prosecuting  your  studies  more  at 
leisure.     I  sincerely  lament  the  misadventure  which 
has  happened,'  from  whatever  cause  it  may  have  hap- 
pened.    Should  it  be  final  however,  the  world  still 
presents  the  same  and  many  other  resources  of  hap- 
piness, and  you  possess  many  within  yourself.     Firm- 
ness of  mind  &  unintermitttng  occupation  will  not 
long  leave  you  in  pain.     No  event  has  been  more 
contrar>'  to  my  expectations,  and  these  were  founded 
on  what  I  thought  a  good  knowledge  of  the  ground. 
But  of  all  machines  ours  is  the  most  complicated  & 
inexplicable — Either  here  or  in  Philadelphia  I  must 
ask  a  perusal  of  your  Congressional  notes  with  leave 
to  take  notes  from  them,  as  they  will  better  than 
any  thing  else  possess  me  of  the  business  I  am  to 
enter  on.     What  is  become  of  the  mutineers  ?   What 
of  the  secretaryship  of  foreign  affairs?    What  of  the 
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commercial  treaty  with  Gr.  Britain  ?  These  and 
many  other  questions  t  hope  for  the  pleasure  of  hav- 
ing answered  by  you  at  Monticello.  Be  so  good  as 
to  present  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  House  and  Mrs. 
Trist  and  to  ask  whether  the  pleasure  of  lodging  in 
their  house  may  be  counted  among  the  circumstances 
which  will  render  Philadelphia  agreeable  to  me  in 
case  of  the  return  of  Congress  thither.  Should  Con- 
gress not  ret^irn  thither,  would  it  be  possible  for  you 
to  engage  mc  a  tolerable  berth  wherever  they  are? 
A  room  to  myself,  if  it  be  but  a  barrack,  is  indis- 
pensable. In  either  event  of  my  being  or  not  being 
in  Philadelphia.  I  propose  to  place  Patsy  there ;  and 
will  ask  the  favor  of  Mrs.  Trist  to  think  for  me  on 
that  subject,  and  to  advise  me  as  to  the  person  with 
whom  she  may  be  trusted.  Some  boarding  school  of 
course  tho'  I  am  not  without  objections  to  her  pass- 
ing more  than  the  day  in  such  a  one. — The  want  of 
public  occurrences  worth  detailing  has  filled  my  letter 
you  find  with  private  &  unimportant  subjects.  I 
wish  you  every  possible  felicity,  and  am  with  sincere 
esteem  Dr  Sir,  your  friend  &  servt. 


TO  CHARLES  CARTER. 

Eptisctom,  Oct.  n,  178J, 

Dear  Sir, — Finding  that  Mr.  Eppes  has  made  no 
purchase  of  horses  for  me,  the  bearer  comes  for  those 
you  were  so  kind  as  to  offer  me.  Thinking  it  almost 
certain  that  they  will  suit  me  from  what  I  hear  of 
them,  I  send  you  inclosed  an  order  on  Mr.  Donald 
for  £6q,  which  will  be  paid  at  sight :  only  be  so  good 
as  to  keep  it  up  till    Tuesday  evening,  because  if. 
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contrary  to  my  expectations,  the  horses  should  not 
suit,  they  shall  be  returned  to  you  by  that  time.  If 
you  have  a  third  horse  matching  them  in  all  respects 
and  of  the  same  a^e,  price  &  qualities  I  will  take 
him  also  :  for  as  I  shall  go  on  to  the  Northward  with 
a  pair  of  horses  in  my  phaeton,  it  will  be  a  great 
relief  that  the  horse  on  which  my  servant  shall  ride 
may  be  changed  with  them  occasionally. — One  word 
more,  my  dear  Sir,  which  is  to  express  my  uneasiness 
at  your  having  supposed  1  imputed  to  you  a  motive 
in  the  change  of  price  which  never  entered  my  head. 
I  could  not  think  you  wanted  to  take  advantage  of 
any  necessity  of  mine,  because  no  such  necessity 
existed.  I  shall  not  use  the  horses  I  purchase  till 
the  month  of  March,  consequently  1  could  not  be 
under  the  spur  of  necessity  till  then,  besides  this  1 
knew  you  too  well  to  have  thought  it  under  any  cir- 
cumstances. I  am  with  sentiments  of  sincere  attach- 
ment &  respect  Dear  Sir,  Your  most  obedt.  humble 
servt. 

P.S. — If  you  send  me  a  third  horse  I  will  send  an 
order  for  paiment  of  the  price  either  to  yourself  or 
Mr.  Donald  according  as  the  first  conveiancc  may 
offer  to  the  one  or  the  other. 


TO    THE    GOVERNOR   OF    VIRGINIA." 
(■KNJAMIN   RAKKtSON.) 

Philadblfiua.  Nov.  il.  IjS). 

Sir, — Your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  25th  ult.  on 
the  determination  of  Congress  as  to  their  future  resi- 
dence has  been  duly  received.     You  would  doubtless 

*  Fnm  th«  ongiul  ia  tbc  pcwiloo  of  Hr.  F.  ].  DRct  o(  PbiUdelphb. 
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soon  after  have  heard  of  their  subsequent  determina- 
tion on  the  same  subject  As  all  this  had  taken 
place  before  my  arrival  I  can  give  you  an  account 
only  from  the  information  of  others.  Congress,  it 
seems,  thought  it  best  to  generalize  their  first  deter- 
mination by  putting  questions  on  the  several  rivers 
on  which  it  had  been  proposed  that  they  should  fix 
their  residence.  Hudson  river,  the  Delaware,  &  Po- 
tomac, were  accordingly  offered  to  the  vote.  The 
first  obtained  scarcely  any  voices  ;  the  Delaware  ob- 
tained seven.  This  of  course  put  the  Potomac  out 
of  the  way :  and  the  Delaware  being  once  determined 
on  there  was  scarcely  any  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
the  particular  spot.  The  falls  met  the  approbation 
of  all  the  states  present,  except  Pennsylvania  which 
was  for  Germantown,  &  Delaware  which  was  for  Wil- 
mington. As  to  the  latter  it  appeared  that  she  had 
been  induced  to  vote  for  the  Delaware  on  the  single 
idea  of  getting  Congress  to  Wilmington,  and  that 
being  disappointed  in  this  they  would  not  wish 
them  on  that  river  at  all.  but  would  prefer  George- 
town or  any  other  place.  This  being  discovered,  the 
Southern  delegates  at  a  subsequent  day  brought  on 
a  reconsideration  of  the  question,  and  obtained  a 
determination  that  Congress  should  set  one  half  of 
their  time  at  Geoi^etown  and  that  til  accommoda- 
tions should  be  provided  there,  Annapolis  should  be 
substituted  in  it's  place.  This  was  considered  by 
some  as  a  compromise  :  by  others  as  only  unhinging 
the  first  determination  and  leaving  ilie  whole  matter 
open  for  discussion  at  some  future  day.  It  was  in 
fact  a  rally,  and  making  a  drawn  battle  of  what  had 
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ac  first  appeared  to  be  decided  against  us.  What  will 
be  its  final  decision  can  only  be  conjectured.  I  take 
the  following  to  be  the  disposition  of  the  several 
states. 

The  four  Eastern  states  are  for  any  place  in  pref- 
erence to  Philadelphia,  the  more  Northern  it  is  how- 
ever the  more  ^reeable  to  them. 

New  York  and  New  Hampshire  arc  for  the  falls 
of  Delaware. 

Pennsylvania  is  for  Germantown  first,  and  next  for 
the  falls  of  Delaware.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  Phila- 
delphia had  no  attention  as  a  permanent  scat  Dela- 
ware is  for  Wilmington:  but  for  Georgetown  in 
preference  to  the  falls  of  Delaware  or  any  other 
situation  which  attract  the  trade  of  their  river. 
Mar)'land  is  for  Annapolis,  and  the  smallest  hope  for 
this  will  sacrifice  a  certainty  for  Georgetown. 

Virginia,  ever)'  place  southward  of  Potomac  being 
disregarded  by  the  states  as  every  place  north  of  the 
Delaware,  saw  it  would  be  useless  to  consider  her 
interests  as  to  more  Southern  positions.  The  falls 
of  Potomac  will  probably  therefore  unite  the  wishes 
of  the  whole  state,  if  this  fails,  Annapolis  and  the 
falls  of  Delaware  are  then  the  candidates.  Were  the 
convenience  of  the  Delegates  alone  to  be  considered, 
or  the  general  convenience  to  government  in  their 
transaction  of  business  with  Congress,  Annapolis 
would  be  preferred  without  hesitation.  But  those 
who  respect  commercial  advantages  more  than  the 
convenience  of  individuals  will  probably  think  that 
ever)'  position  on  the  bay  of  Chesapeak  or  any  of  its 
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waters  is  to  be  dreaded  by  Virginia  as  it  may  attract 
the  trade  of  that  bay  and  make  us  with  respect  to 
Mar^'land  what  Delaware  State  is  to  Pennsylvania. 
Considering  the  residence  of  Congress  therefore  as  it 
may  influence  trade,  if  we  cannot  obtain  it  on  the 
Potomac  it  seems  to  be  our  interest  to  bring  it  past 
all  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeak  bay. 

The  three  Southern  states  are  for  the  most  Southern 
situation.  It  should  be  noted  that  N.  Hampshire 
and  Georgia  were  absent  on  the  decisions  of  these 
questions,  but  considering  their  interests  would  be 
directly  opposite,  it  was  thought  their  Joint  presence 
or  absence  would  not  change  the  result.  From  the 
preceding  slate  of  the  views  of  the  several  members 
of  our  union  your  Excellency  will  be  enabled  to 
judge  what  will  be  the  probable  determination  on 
any  future  revision  of  the  present  plan :  the  establish- 
ment of  new  states  will  be  friendly  or  adverse  to 
Georgetown  according  to  their  situation.  If  a  state 
be  first  laid  off  on  the  lakes  it  will  add  a  vote  to  the 
Northern  scale,  if  on  the  Ohio  it  will  add  one  to  the 
Southern.  I  had  the  happiness  of  seeing  Gen'l. 
Washingjton  the  other  day  after  a  space  of  seven  years. 
He  has  more  health  in  his  countenance  than  1  ever 
saw  in  it  before.  Among  other  political  conversations 
he  entered  earnestly  into  one  respecting  the  Western 
section  of  Virginia,  and  the  late  vote  of  Congress 
accepting  it  He  thinks  the  conditions  annexed  by 
Virginia  and  not  acceded  to  by  Congress  altogether 
unimportant,  at  least  much  less  important  than  the 
consequences  which  would  result  from  the  state's  ad- 
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hering  to  these  conditions.  He  thinks  that  a  friendly 
and  immediate  settlement  of  this  matter  can  alone 
give  us  that  political  happiness  and  quiet  which  we 
must  all  wish  for  :  and  that  besides  other  disagree- 
able consequences  the  land  will  be  lost  to  both  as  a 
source  of  revenue  by  their  settlement  of  adventurers 
on  it  who  will  never  pay  any  thing.  It  is  now  be* 
come  evident  that  the  nine  states  North  of  Potomac 
have  made  up  their  minds  on  these  questions  &  will 
act  together.  

TO   JAMES    MONROE.'  j.  mb. 

Phila.  x%  Nov.  ij8j. 

Mr.  Mercer  talks  of  setting  out  tomorrow.  Mr. 
Madison  &  myself  shall  leave  this  place  certainly  OD 
the  2 1st,  so  as  to  be  in  Annapolis  on  the  24th.  The 
President  does  not  set  out  till  the  23d. — Dr.  Lee  did 
not  engage  the  house  for  the  delegation,  not  having 
been  desired  to  do  so,  nor  having  ever  informed 
them  he  had  done  so.  I  rather  suppose  it  is  for 
some  particular  set  of  gentlemen  with  whom  he 
means  to  join.  

TO    MAHTHA    JEFFERSON.' 

Anxapous,  Not.  aftUi,  ijfts. 

Dear  Patsv, — After  four  days'  journey.  I  arrived 
here  without  any  accident,  and  in  as  good  health  as 
when  I  left  Philadelphia.  The  conviction  that  you 
would  be  more  improved  in   the  situation    I    have 

'  Tbu  i*  OMrely  ta  extract  of  «  \txixs,  on  t  sheet  ni«d  bjr  JcOcnoa  laur  for 
■notlwr  piirpow. 
.     *  From  S.  N.  Randolph'*  Dvmtttit  Lift »/  T.  Jfffirtm.  p.  69. 
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placed  you  than  if  still  with  me,  has  solaced  me  on  my 
parting  with  you,  which  my  love  for  you  has  rendered 
a  difficult  thing.  The  acquirements  which  I  hope 
you  will  make  under  the  tutors  I  have  provided  for 
you  will  render  you  more  worthy  of  my  love  ;  and  if 
they  cannot  increase  it,  they  will  prevent  its  diminu- 
tion. Consider  the  good  lady  who  has  taken  you 
under  her  roof,  who  has  undertaken  to  see  that  you 
perform  all  your  exercises,  and  to  admonish  you  in 
all  those  wanderings  from  what  is  right  or  what  is 
clever,  to  which  your  inexperience  would  expose 
you  :  consider  her,  I  say,  as  your  mother,  as  the  only 
person  to  whom,  since  the  loss  with  which  Heaven 
has  pleased  to  afHict  you.  you  can  now  look  up  ;  and 
that  her  displeasure  or  disapprobation,  on  any  occa- 
sion, will  be  an  immense  misfortune,  which  should 
you  be  so  unhappy  as  to  incur  by  any  unguarded  act, 
think  no  concession  too  much  to  regain  her  good- 
will. With  respect  to  the  distribution  of  your  time, 
the  following  is  what  I  should  approve: 

From  8  to  lO,  practice  music. 

From  lo  to  i,  dance  one  day  and  draw  another. 

From  I  to  2,  draw  on  the  day  you  dance,  and 
write  a  letter  next  day. 

From  3  to  4,  read  French. 

From  4  to  5,  exercise  yourself  in  music 

From  5  till  bed-time,  read  English,  write,  etc. 

Communicate  this  plan  to  Mrs.  Hopkinson,  and  if 
she  approves  of  it,  pursue  it.  As  long  as  Mrs.  Trist 
remains  in  Philadelphia,  cultivate  her  affection.  She 
has   been  a  valuable  friend   to  you,  and  her  good 
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sense  and  good  heart  make  her  valued  by  all  who 
know  her,  and  by  nobody  on  earth  more  than  me.  \ 
expect  you  will  write  me  by  every  post  Inforrn  me 
what  books  you  read,  what  tunes  you  leam,  and  in- 
close me  your  best  copy  of  every  lesson  in  drawing. 
Write  also  one  letter  a  week  either  to  your  Aunt 
Eppes,  your  Aunt  Skipwith,  your  Aunt  Carr,  or  the 
little  lady  from  whom  I  now  enclose  a  letter,  and  al- 
ways  put  the  letter  you  so  write  under  cover  to  me. 
Take  care  that  you  never  spell  a  word  wrong.  Al- 
ways before  you  write  a  word,  consider  how  it  is 
^pelt.  and,  if  you  do  not  remember  it,  turn  to  a 
dictionary.  It  produces  great  praise  to  a  lady  to 
spell  well.  1  have  placed  my  happiness  on  seeing 
you  good  and  accomplished  :  and  no  distress  this 
world  can  now  bring  on  me  would  equal  that  of 
your  disappointing  my  hopes.  If  you  love  me,  then 
strive  to  be  good  under  every  situatioA^and-  t(^all^ 
living  creatures,  and  to  acquire  those  accompnsn-  *f 
ments  which  I  flavc  put  in  your  power,  and  which 
will  go  far  towards  ensuring  you  the  warmest  love  of 
your  afTectionate  father. 

P.S. — Keep  my  letters  and  read   tliem  at  times, 

that  you  may  always  have  present  in  your  mind  those     

ich  will  endear 


mgs 


you 


TO  JAMES    MADISON.  HAD.  MM. 

ANNAPoLtR.  Dec.  II.  1783. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  determination  to  avail  yourself 
of  the  fine  weather  proved  I  fear  a  very  unfortunate 
one.     I  pitied  your  probable  situation  in  the  tern- 


pestuous  season  which  immediately  succeeded  your 
departure.  It  is  now  above  a  fortnight  since  we 
should  have  met,  and  six  states  only  appear.  We 
have  some  hopes  of  Rhode  Island  coming  in  to-day, 
but  when  two  more  will  be  added  seems  as  insuscep- 
tible of  calculation  as  when  the  next  earthquake  will 
happen.  We  have  at  length  received  the  Definitive 
treat)'  with  a  joint  letter  from  all  our  Commissioners. 
Not  a  tittle  is  changed  in  the  treaty  but  the  pre- 
amble &  some  small  things  which  were  of  course. 
The  Commissioners  write  that  the  riot  of  Philadel- 
phia &  departure  of  Congress  thence  made  (he  most 
serious  impressions  in  Europe,  and  have  excited 
great  doubts  of  the  stability  of  our  confederacy,  &  in 
wliat  we  shall  end.  The  accounts  were  greatly  exag- 
gerated, &  it  is  suspected  that  Gr.  Br.  wished  to  sign 
no  treaty. 

You  have  seen  G  [eorge]  M  [ason]  I  hope,  &  had 
much  conversation  with  him.  What  are  his  senti- 
ments as  to  the  amendment  of  our  constitution? 
What  amendment  would  he  approve?  Is  he  deter- 
mined to  sleep  on,  or  will  he  rouse  and  be  active  ?  I 
wish  to  hear  from  you  on  this  subject.  &  at  all 
times  on  any  others  which  occupy  your  thoughts.  I 
see  Bradford  advertises  Smith's  history  of  N.  York. 
As  I  mean  to  write  for  one  for  myself,  and  think  I 
heard  you  say  you  had  it  not,  I  shall  add  one  for 
you. — Our  news  from  the  good  family  we  left  is  not 
agreeable.  Mrs.  Trist  is  much  agitated  by  the 
doubts  and  difliculties  which  hang  over  her  & 
impede    her   reunion    with    Mr.    TrisL      They   are 
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without  lodgers  except  those  we  left  there,  &  the 
ladies  we  left  there  propose  soon  to  depart.  We 
hear  some  circumstances  of  rudeness  in  Mr.  S.  in- 
consistent with  the  inoffensiveness  of  character  we 
had  given  him  credit  for.  I  wish  you  much  happiness 
and  am  with  the  sincerest  esteem  Dr.  Sir,  your  friend 
and  servL 

P.S.  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  putting  under 
cover  to  you  a  book  for  my  nephew  Peter  Carr,  who 
is  at  Mr.  Maury's  in  your  neighborhood. 


REPORT    OF  COMMITTEE  OX    UNFINISHED    BUSINESSl' 

cc. 
[December.  i7B>.] 

The  committee  appointed  to  revise  the  files  of  reports  and 
appointment  of  Committees  &  to  report  what  matters  will  require 
the  attention  of  Congress  previous  to  an  adjournment  have 
revised  the  files  of  reports,  digested  them  under  five  heads  and 
agreed  to  the  following  report  thereon. 

The  first  head  comprehends  important  rcpons  requiring  the 
assent  of  9  states.  These  relate  to  the  ratification  of  the  definitive 
treaty,  the  military  arrangements  in  time  of  peace,  the  civil 
arrangements  foreign  and  domestic,  the  territories  on  our  western 
border,  and  the  definition  of  the  powers  proper  for  a  committee 
of  the  states,  which  several  matters  are  thought  essential  for  the 
consideration  of  Congress  before  their  adjournment. 

The  second  head  comprehends  reports  which  also  require  the 
as>enl  of  9  states,  they  relate  to  matters  of  account,  fr  parttcu- 
lar  claims  for  money  which  may  probably  be  di<;patched  in  those 
short  intervals  on  portions  of  the  day  in  which  It  may  not  be 

■  Bnaotsad :  •'  No.  37.  Report  of  Mr.  ieffenon.  Mr.  Getty.  Mr.  WUUn. 
•on  lo  rerbe  the  files  sihI  report  the  mnttrrt  ihai  will  require  the  uieniiMi  of 
Coa^CM  previoiu  10  an  sdjouramt."  It  wu  probab]/  dnwti  up  innediately 
after  Ute  nteetii^  o(  CoogrcM  at  Aiwapolia,  Dec  13,  17^3. 
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convenient  10  discu&s  the  first  great  subjects.  Many  of  them 
however  are  such  as  ought  not  to  detain  Congress  whenever  they 
shall  be  ready  for  adjournment 

The  third  head  comprehends  reports  which  may  be  acted  on 
by  7  Slates  &  which  therefore  may  be  uken  up  by  Congress  im- 
mediately. 

The  fourth  comprehends  those  which  should  be  postponed  to 
another  session,  some  of  them  being  not  at  all  pressing  and  others 
not  yet  matured  for  determination. 

The  fifth  comprehends  those  reports  which  having  been  ten- 
dered  useless  by  subsequent  events  may  be  postponed  generally, 

The  committee  having  not  had  time  yet  to  revise  the  appoint- 
ment of  Commiitccs,  and  to  arrange  their  objects  under  the  same 
heads,  beg  leave  to  report  again  when  they  shall  have  made 
further  progress. 


REPORT  ON    DEFINITIVE    TREATY. 


cc. 


[December  16,  17S3.) 

The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  Definitive  treaty  of 
peace,  beliTccn  the  United  States  of  America  iind  his  Britannic 
Majesty,  and  the  joint  letter  from  mr.  Adams  mr  Franklin  and 
mr  Jay  have  agreed  to  the  following  report. 

Resolved  that  the  said  Definitive  treaty  be  ratified  by  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

That  a  Proclamation  should  be  immediately  issued  notifying 
the  said  definitive  treaty  A:  ratification  to  the  several  states  of 
the  Union,  &  requiring  their  observance  thereof. 

I'hai  Congress  should  immediately  &  earnestly  recommend 
to  the  legislatures  of  the  respective  States,  to  provide  for  the 
restitution  of  all  estates,  rights  &  properties,  which  have  been 
confiscated,  belonging  in  real  British  subjects  and  also  of  the 
estates,  rights  &  properties  of  persons  resident  in  districts 
which  were  in  the  possession  of  his  Britannic  majest)''s  arms  at 
any  time  between  the  30th  day  of  November  17S3,  and  the  t4th 

'  Endoned  "  No.  5.  Kcport  o(  Mr.  Jeflcnoo  etc.  on  defin.  iraaty,  delivered 
16  December  1783  ;  read. — entd.  puced  Januuy  14.  I784." 
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day  of  Jany  '  1784,  and  who  have  not  borne  anns  again&i  ihe  said 
United  States  and  that  persons  of  any  other  description  shall 
have  free  liberty  to  go  to  any  part  or  parts  of  any  of  the  thirtrcn 
United  States,  &  therein  to  remain  twelve  months  unmolested 
in  their  endeavors  to  obtain  the  restitution  of  such  of  their  estates, 
rights  4r  properties  as  may  have  been  confiscated :  and  that 
Congress  should  also  immediately  &  earnestly  recommend  to 
the  several  States  a  reconsideration  &  revision  of  all  acts  or 
laws  regarding  the  premises  so  as  to  render  the  said  laws  or  acts 
perfectly  consistent  not  only  with  justice  S:  equity,  but  with 
that  spirit  of  conciliation  which,  on  Ihe  return  of  the  blessings  of 
peace,  should  universally  prevail  ;  and  th«t  Congress  should  aUo 
immediately  &  earnestly  recommend  to  the  se^'eral  states,  that 
the  estates,  rights  A:  properries  of  such  last  mentioned  persons, 
should  be  restored  to  them,  they  refunding  to  any  persons,  who 
may  be  now  in  possession  the  boni  fide  price  (where  any  has  been 
given)  which  such  persons  may  have  paid  on  purchasing  any  of 
the  said  lands,  rights  or  properties  unce  the  con6scation. 


TO    THE   GOVERNOR   OF    VIRGINIA.* 
(BENJAMIN  HAKRISON.) 

Amnapous,  Decemb.  t?,  178}. 

Sir, — 1  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  your  Excel- 
lency on  the  12th  instant  on  the  subject  of  the 
Defimti%'e  treaty.  On  the  day  following  we  made  up 
a  Congress  of  seven  states,  but  nine  being  requisite 
to  ratify  the  treaty,  we  have  been  unable  to  get  this 
done,  and  of  course  till  it  be  ratified  Congress  can 
make  no  communications  on  the  subject  to  the  states. 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  see  no  immediate  prospect 
of  making  up  nine  states,  so  careless  are  either  the 

'  "  D««inbvt  **  uid  "  i;83"aKcnued  in  the  odgintL 

*  From  (he  original  In  the  poocaiiDn  of  Mr.  F.  J.  E>reer,  of  Philsdelptda. 
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States  or  their  delegates  to  their  particular  interests  as 
well  as  the  general  good  which  would  require  that  they 
be  all  constantly  and  fully  represented  in  Congress, 

Several  letters  from  our  Foreign  Ministers  have 
been  read  in  the  course  of  the  past  week.  A  joint 
one  accompanying  the  treaty  informs  us  that  they 
■were  proceeding  in  negotiations  on  the  subject  of 
commerce  with  Mr.  Hartley  the  British  Minister,  giv- 
ing and  receiving  propositions,  when  a  vessel  arrived 
in  France  from  Philadelphia  bringing  intelligence 
that  all  our  ports  were  thrown  open  to  British  ves- 
sels. Mr.  Hartley  on  this  informed  them  he  could 
take  no  other  steps  till  he  should  communicate  this 
intelligence  to  his  court  and  receive  their  instructions. 
He  communicated  it,  and  from  that  moment  they 
were  locked  up  in  impenetrable  reserve,  and  he  un- 
able to  extort  an  answer  of  any  kind  from  them. 
While  expecting  this  answer,  the  ministers  proceeded 
to  exchange  propositions  for  a  definite  pacification. 
Ours  proposed  a  three  years  suspension  of  executions 
on  judgments  for  British  debts,  and  that  no  interest 
should  be  allowed  from  the  commencement  of  the 
war  till  the  definitive  signing.  That  accounts  should 
be  taken  of  all  wanton  waste  of  property  on  both 
sides  and  confiscations,  and  the  balance  be  paid  in 
money  by  the  party  suffering  least :  that  the  St.  Law- 
rence, the  water  boundary  between  us,  &  the  Missis- 
sippi with  the  canying  places  on  whatever  side  should 
be  common  to  both.  But  it  was  now  become  impos- 
sible to  get  an  answer  of  any  sort  from  the  court 
of  London :  and  when  the  regulations  between  the 
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other  belligerent  powers  were  matured  for  signing* 
Mr.  Hartley  received  orders  to  sign  the  preliminary 
articles  as  definitive,  which  was  done.  Mr.  Hartley, 
who  wished  to  establish  a  liberal  system  of  commerce 
with  us,  then  went  Co  London  hoping  to  return 
shortly  and  renew  the  commercial  discussions.  But 
our  ministers  think  it  doubtful  whether  he  will  return 
at  all.  I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  you  an  extract 
from  their  letter  expressing  their  sentiments  on  some 
subjects  of  importance,  supposing  it  will  be  neither 
unpleasant  nor  unprofitable  to  know  how  we  are 
viewed  on  the  general  scale  of  nations.  I  am  sure 
it  would  be  unnecessar>'  even  to  hint  to  your  Excel- 
lency that  no  part  of  this  extract  should  be  permitted 
to  fall  into  the  indiscreet  hands  of  any  printer.  It 
seems  possible  that  Great  Britain  may  continue  on 
the  resen'c  till  the  present  crisis  in  Europe  shall  have 
taken  it's  direction.  The  two  Empires  have  formed 
an  alliance  defensive  against  all  christian  powers  & 
offensive  against  the  Turks.  When  announced  by 
the  Empress  to  the  K.  of  Prussia  he  answered  that 
he  was  very  sensible  upon  this  communication  as  one 
is  on  the  communication  of  things  of  great  import- 
ance. Thus  avoiding  a  declaration  and  reserving 
himself  at  liberty  to  take  any  side  or  no  side  The 
Court  of  France  took  it  up  in  a  higher  tone,  and 
expressed  her  astonishment  at  the  objects  of  the 
alliance.  She  immediately  began  the  work  of  put- 
ting her  army  on  the  war  establishment.  Yet  it  is 
said  there  is  a  division  in  their  councils.  The  present 
minister  cannot  retire  from  his   declarations  which 


are  for  opposing  the  dangerous  accession  of  power  to 
Austria  and  Prussia  should  they,  as  they  propose, 
drive  the  Turks  out  of  Europe  &  divide  the  territo- 
ries they  should  abandon.  The  continuance  or  re- 
moval of  the  present  minister  is  suggested  as  an 
index  of  ultimate  determination  of  France.  If  he 
goes  out,  they  mean  to  be  pacific,  &  to  be  active  if 
he  is  retained.  Yet  it  is  doubted  whether  France 
can  venture  into  the  war  without  the  aid  of  Prussia. 
Great  Britain  it  is  suspected  will  lie  dormant  to  avail 
herself  of  the  distresses  of  her  neighbor,  happy  for 
us  that  we  have  got  into  port  just  as  the  storm  is 
rising.  Propositions  for  treaties  of  commerce  have 
come  to  Dr.  Franklin  from  several  European  courts, 
and  others  are  ready  to  treat.  Denmark,  Portugal, 
Sardinia,  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  have  made  over- 
tures. The  last  is  so  well  disposed  that  he  has 
issued  orders  to  his  armed  vessels  to  molest  no 
American,  and  has  sent  a  person  to  Paris  to  at- 
tend any  person  delegated  from  us  to  his  court. 
Great  Britain  will  send  no  minister  to  America 
till  she  receives  one  from  thence.  The  Emperor 
of  Germany  cannot  from  the  action  of  his  court. 
Our  minister,  Mr.  Dana  is  on  the  return  from 
Petersbiirg :  nothing  being  done  there,  tho'  prob- 
ably their  dispositions  were  become  favorable  at 
the  time  it  was  thouglit  necessary  by  his  recall  to 
show  we  should  no  longer  be  suppliants  anywhere. 
It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  observation  of  our  minis- 
ters in  the  enclosed  extract  '  that  the  present  aspect 
of  our  affairs  has  somewhat  abated  the  ardor  of  the 
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European  nations  Xf>  form  connections  with  us '  is 
posterior  in  time  to  the  state  given  above.  I  recollect 
Dothiog  imporfaot  eoougfa  to  be  added  to  this  sketch 
of  our  affairs  in  Europe  &  those  of  Europe  itself. 

The  former  method  of  correspondence  bj' joint  let- 
ters from  the  delegates  to  the  Executive  has  been 
liable  to  some  dif^cnlties.  The  same  object  does  not 
atwa)'s  make  the  same  impression  on  different  eyes. 
Of  consequence  it  might  happen  that  by  pursuing . 
the  method  of  joint  representation,  much  must  be 
kept  back  because  all  had  not  formed  the  same  idea 
of  it.  Being  sensible  that  frequent  and  full  commu- 
nications are  for  the  public  good,  we  have  agreed  to 
adopt  the  following  plan  of  official  correspondency 
with  your  Excellency  if  it  shall  meet  with  your 
approbation.  Resolutions  of  Congress  and  other 
solemn  things  which  call  for  authentic  notification  we 
will  communicate  jointly.  But  all  other  matters 
which  admit  differences  of  opinion  we  propose  shall 
be  communicated  weekly  by  some  one  gentleman  of 
the  delegation,  having  previously  shown  his  letter  to 
his  colleagues.  If  they  think  he  has  omitted  any- 
thing or  represented  it  differently  from  their  own 
view  of  it,  they  reserv'e  a  private  and  separate  right 
of  writing  to  your  Excellency  their  separate  senti- 
ments. In  this  way  we  think  you  will  receive  fuller 
information  :  and  that  you  may  judge  for  yourself 
where  you  find  a  difference  of  opinion.  The  duty  of 
correspondence  is  made  mine  for  the  present  month, 
and  will  be  taken  up  by  my  colleagues  successively  in 
the  order  of  their  examination,  each  exercising  it 
a  month. 
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RESOLUTIONS   RELATING  TO    BRITISH    TREATY.'     cc. 

[D«.  1783] 
ihc  said  ministers  be  instructed  in  their  negociation 
the  (erasettj^^urt  to  urge  with  perseverance  the  o^jtesSlty  of  a 
reasonable  (orB&acsncc  m  the  levy  of  cIeUj>-<HIc  williio  these 
states  to  British  subjccNk^^he  esiablisltfffent  of  the  idea  of  these 
stales  ihfttno-wtefwt  <^^lrin^>^^r|w^^^-^»dHa  on  thw  d«btE|  ha 
all  demands  for  Intcrjsi^rtxruing  Jtmy^the  war  would  be  highly 
inequitable  &nBJtfsL  The  expediency  oThx^ng  this  by  precise 
sti  pit  ljiji*n7m  order  to  avoid  those  mutual  corotHu^nl&  &  alterca* 
vhich  may  disturb  the  harmony  of  the  two  ns 
That  they  require  with  tlrmncss  &  decision  full  satisfacion  for 
all  slaves  &  other  property  belonging  to  ciiisens  of  these  states 
taken  and  carried  away  in  violation  of  the  preliminary  &  definitive 
articles  of  peace ;  10  enable  them  to  do  this  on  precise  grounds 
Congress  will  famish  them  with  necessary  facts  &  documents. 


REPORT  ON  LETTERS  FROM  THE  MINISTERS  IN  PARIS.' 

[Okcembrs  30.  1783  ] 

Tfa«  com**  consisting  of  M'  Jefferson  M'  Gerry  and  M'  William- 
son to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  of  the  Ministers  for  the  U 
S  in  Giirope  have  agreed  to  the  following  report. 

They  find  that  instructions  bearing  date  the  39  of  Oct-  1783 
were  sent  to  the  Ministers  plenipotentiary  of  the  U  S  of  America 
at  the  Court  of  Versailles  empowered  to  negotiate  a  peace  or  to 
any  one  or  more  of  them  for  concerting  draughts  or  propositions 
for  treaties  of  Amity  and  commerce  with  the  commercial  povets  of 

'  These  rcsolntioiis  arc  written  on  the  lamc  tbcci.  but  the  firat  u  eta- 
oelleiL  There  is  nothing  to  indiciie  when  ibcy  ircie  offered  vx  Confiea.  but 
it  w&t  pretuokftbly  durittg  the  pre|>4r»tion  of  the  Report  00  MioUtera*  Leiierft 
immedUldy  following  this. 

■  Tbe  "  'fSRxA  leller  fmtn  the  mintslert  of  the  United  Slate*  U   Paru  dated 

Parii  the  loih  of  September,  1783,  ftccompanled  witli  (he  definttiTc  Irvaly  "  were 

lid  before  Cotipe**  on  D«c.  tjlh.     On  Dec.  l6lh  it   «a*  referml  to  a  oo»< 

Fnitiee.     Th«7  reported  this  tv|>ort  oa  l>cc.  aoth.     It  m  Endorsed  "  Report  of 

Ir  JeRcnoB  Ur.  Gerry  Mr  Wtlliomsofl  On  the  letters  irom  the  minifetercof  ibe 
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Europe  but  that  their  powers  will  not  extend  to  the  actual  signa- 
ture of  any  such  treaty  nor  to  negotiate  with  any  state  or  power 
out  of  Europe. 

They  do  not  Tind  that  any  commission  consooaat  with  these, 
instructions  has  been  issued  to  the  said  Ministers. 

They  are  of  opinion  it  will  be  advantageous  to  thes«  United' 
States  to  conclude  such  treaties  with  Russia  the  Court  of  Vienna 
Germany  Prussia  Denmark  The  Elector  of  Saxony  Hamburg, 
Great  Britain,  Spain.  Portiiftal,  Genoa  Tuscany,  Rome,  Naples 
Venice,  Sardinia  and  the  Ottoman  portc  iw  Jw  pococoon)nit  >■ 
Burqpe  and  Aaia  wwd  Afweai 

That  in  the  formation  of  these  treaties  the  following  points  be 
carefully  stipulated. 

I.  That  each  party  shall  have  a  right  to  carry  their  own  prod- 
uce, manufactures  and  merchandize  in  their  own  bottoms  to  the- 
ports  of  the  other  and  thence  to  take  the  produce  &  merchandize 
of  the  other  paying  \i\  both  cases  (such  duties  only)  as  are  paid 
by  the  most  favoured  nation,  freely  where  it  is  freely  granted  to 
such  nation  on  paying  the  compensation  where  such  nation  does 
the  same. 

2  That  with  the  nations  holding  territorial  possessions  in 
America  a  direct  &  similar  intercourse  be  admitted  between  the 
U.  5.  &  such  possessions  or  if  this  cannot  be  obtained  then  a 
direct  &  similar  intercourse  between  the  U  S  &  certain  free  ports 
within  Huch  possessions,  that  if  this  neither  can  be  obtained  per- 
mission be  stipulated  taking  from  such  possessions  in  their  own 
bottoms  the  produce  &  merchandize  thereof  to  those  states  di- 
rectly and  for  these  states  to  carry  in  their  own  bottoms  their 
produce  &  merchandize  to  such  possessions  directly  or  an  by.  a 
pocGCHHoft-to  Ui»  iohabitanifr  of  twch- -powscMons  to  carry  their 
lise  in-Alwit-owfr. bottom*  tQ  the  free  ports 
je»<-.o-t«>tah«  bflok  diraotly  the  ptoduee  H 
merchaiwlizc  of  theao  states? 

U.  S.  ai  Pwis— Delivered  Dcet  to.  1783,— Read  &  onf'aa.— Jany.  %z.  iji*— 
RecomiriiUed. — Rept^rted  again  March  4.  1784.  EnP?  Ke»d. — Monday  next 
Msignetl  for  conudcTalion — Nocopics  to  be  made  out.  Secret — EnL  Report^ 
14  April  17S4— Order  lur  Tliur^day,"  This  report  i>  the  baus  for  Ihe  "  liw 
Wruction^,'*  printed /r?j/.,  under  May  7,  1784, 
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3  That  these  U  S  being  by  their  constilulion  consolidated  into 
«ne  federal  republic  they  be  considered  in  all  such  treaties  &  in 
every  case  arising  under  them  as  one  nation  upon  the  principles 
of  the  federal  Constitution 

4  That  it  be  proposed,  though  not  indispensably  required  that 
if  war  should  hereafter  arise  between  the  two  contracting  parties, 
the  merchants  of  either  country  then  residing  in  the  other  shall 
be  allowed  to  remain  9  months  to  collect  their  debts  &  settle  their 
affairs  &  may  depart  freety-fr  carrying  ofl  alt  iheir  effects  without 
molestation  or  hindrance  &  all  fishermen,  alt  cultivators  of  the 
earth  &  all  artizans  or  manufacturers  unarmed  &  inhabiting  un- 
fortified towns  villages  or  places  who  labour  for  the  common 
subsistance  &  benefit  of  mankind  &  peaceably  following  their 
respective  t-mployments  shall  be  allowed  to  continue  the  same  & 
shall  not  be  molested  by  the  armed  force  of  the  enemy  in  whose 
power  by  the  events  of  war  they  may  happen  to  fall ;  but  if  any 
thing  is  necessary  to  be  taken  from  them  for  the  use  of  such 
armed  force  the  same  shall  be  paid  for  at  a  reasonable  price  & 
all  merchants  &  traders  exchanging  the  products  of  different 
places  &  thereby  rendering  the  pccessaries -fr  conveniences  & 
-comforts  of  human  life  more  easy  to  obtain  &  more  };eneral  shall 
be  allowed  to  pass  free  &  unmolested  and  neither  of  the  contract- 
ing powers  shall  grant  or  issue  any  commission  to  atiy  private 
armed  vessel  empowering  them  to  take  or  destroy  such  trading 
ships  or  interrupt  such  commerce 

5  And  in  case  either  of  the  contracting  parties  shall  happen  to 
be  engaged  in  war  with  any  other  nation  it  is  farther  agreed  in 
order  to  preventall  the  difhculties&misunderstandingsthatusually 
arise  respecting  the  merchandize  heretofore  called  contraband 
such  as  arms  ammunition  &  military  stores  of  all  kinds,  that  no 
such  articles  carrying  by  the  ships  or  subjects  of  one  of  the  par- 
tics  to  the  enemies  of  the  other  shall  on  any  account  be  deemed 
contraband  so  as  to  induce  confiscation  &  a  loss  of  property  to 
individuals.  Nevertheless  it  shall  be  lawful  to  stop  such  ships  & 
detain  them  for  such  lengtli  of  time  as  the  captors  may  think 
necessary  to  prevent  the  inconvenience  or  damage  that  might  ensue 
from  their  proceeding  on  their  voyage,  paying,  however  a  reason- 
able compensation  for  the  loss  such  arrest  shall  occasion  to  the 


proprietors.  And  it  shall  farther  be  allowed  to  use  in  the  senice 
of  the  captors  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  military  stores  so 
detained,  paying  the  owners  the  full  value  of  the  same,  to  b« 
ascertained  by  ihe  current  price  at  the  place  of  its  destination. 
Bat  if  the  other  contracting  party  will  not  consent  to  disconilnue 
the  confiscation  of  contraband  goods  then  that  it  be  stipulated 
that  if  the  master  of  the  vessel  stopped  will  deliver  out  the  goods 
charged  to  be  contraband,  he  shall  be  admitted  to  do  ii  and  the 
vessel  shall  not  in  that  case  be  carried  into  any  pon  bnt  shall  be 
allowed  to  proceed  on  her  voyage. 

6.  That  in  the  same  case  where  either  of  the  contracting  parties 
shall  hapi>CQ  to  be  engaged  in  war  with  any  other  power,  all  goods 
not  contraband  belonging  to  the  subjects  of  that  other  power  and 
shipped  in  the  bottoms  of  the  party  hereto  who  is  noi  engaped  in 
the  war  shall  be  entirely  free.  And  that  to  ascertain  what  shall 
constitute  the  blockadeof  any  place  or  port,  it  shallbe  understood 
to  be  in  such  predicament  when  the  assailing  power  shall  have 
taken  such  a  station  as  to  expose  to  eminent  danger  any  ship  or 
ships  that  would  attempt  to  sail  in  or  out  of  the  said  port.  And 
that  DO  vessel  of  the  party  who  is  not  engaged  in  the  said  wai 
shall  be  stopped  without  a  material  &  well  grounded  cause :  and' 
in  such  cases  justice  shall  be  done,  and  an  indemnification  given 
without  loss  of  time  to  the  persons  aggrieved  &  thus  stopped 
without  sufficient  cause. 

7-  That  DO  rights  be  stipulated  for  aliens  to  bold  fc^l  cololg 
property  lands  within  these  sutes,  this  being  utterly  inadinissiblc 
by  their  several  laws  A'  policy.  But  where  on  the  death  of  any 
person  holding  real  estate  within  the  territory  of  one  of  the  con- 
tracting parties  such  real  estate  would  by  their  laws  descend  on 
a  subject  or  citizen  ol  the  other  were  he  not  disqualified  by  alien- 
age,  there  he  shall  be  allowed  a  reasonable  time  to  qualify  hiroatil 
for  holding  It  by  Ihe  —  ■  ht»<KHimfy  *«  wllegiaw^to  dispoM 
Of  the  same  fir  withdraw  the  proceeds  without  molestation. 

8.  -Aitd-That  such  treaties  be  made  for  a  limited  to  the  term  of 
not  exceeding  lo  years  from  the  exchange  of  ratifications — 

9,  That  these  instructions  be  considered  as  supplementary  to 
those  of  Oct.  1783,  and  not  as  revoking  except  where  they  con- 
tradict them.    Tbjt  mrr  ministtiTS  be  infpfmed  that  aueh  aKielej 
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—  may  b>  diwgr— wblg  to  the  otbgf  party  &  or»  wdiffwi'nt  to  m>  in 

wbly :  that  where,  in  treaty  with  a  particular  nation  ;  they  cat) 
procure  particular  ad^-antages,  to  the  specification  of  which  we 
have  been  unable  to  descend,  our  object  in  these  instructions 
having  been  to  form  outlines  only  &  general  principles  of  treaty 
with  many  nations,  it  is  our  expectation  they  will  procure  them, 
tho'  nut  [lointcd  out  in  these  instructions,  and  where  they  may 
be  able  to  form  Treaties  on  g«n«wJ  principles  which  io  their  Judg- 
ment will  be  more  beneticial  to  the  United  States,  than  thOdC 
herein  directed  to  be  made  ibeir  basis,  they  are  wQiwiihafadiiig 
>■»  thiwgpwwe  e>  pennitted  to  adept  «wh  ^  again**  i»sucb 
principles. — That  as  to  the  duration  of  the  treaties  tho'  we  have 
prop05*:d  to  restrain  them  to  the  term  of  lo,  years  yet  they  arc  at 
liberty  to  extend  the  same  Ms  far  as  15  years  with  any  nation  which 
may  pertitiactously  insist  thereon  :  and  that  it  will  be  agreeable  to 
us  to  have  supplementary  treaties  with  France,  the  United  Neth- 
erlands &  Sweden,  which  may  bring  the  treaties  wc  have  entered 
into  with  them  as  nearly  as  may  be  to  the  principles  of  those  now 
directed  :  but  that  this  be  not  pressed  if  the  proposal  should  be 
found  disagreeable. 

That  treaties  of  Amity  or  of  Amity  and  commerce  be  entered 
into  with  Morocco  and  the  Regencies  of  Algiers,  Tunis  &  Tripoly 
l>ad»ihiir  siaiw  aft  iliiCBMiaf  Batbaw  to  continue  for  the  same 
term  of  10.  years  or  for  a  term  as  much  longer  as  can  be  procured. 

That  our  Ministers  to  be  commissioned  for  treating  with  for- 
eign nations  make  known  to  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  the  great 
^jatisfaction  which  Congress  feel  from  the  amicable  disposition  he 
las  shown  towards  these  states  and  his  readiness  lo  enter  into 
alliance  with  them.  That  the  occupations  of  the  war  &  distance 
of  our  situation  have  prevented  our  meeting  his  friendship  so 
early  as  wc  wished  ;  but  that  powers  are  now  delegated  to  ihem 
for  entering  into  treaty  with  him,  in  the  execution  of  which  they 
are  ready  to  proceed  ;  and  that  as  to  the  expcnccs  of  his  Minister 
they  do  therein  what  is  for  the  honor  &  Interest  of  the  l.'nited 
States  end  confewaable  to-the  prftctJee  of  oihof  naii»WK 

That  a  commission  be  issued  to  Mr  Adams  Mr  Franklin  and 
Mr  JeflersoD-Mi  Jay  giving  powers  lo  them  or  the  greater  part  of 
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them  to  make  and  receive  propositions  for  such  treaties  of  Amity 
and  commerce  and  to  negotiate  and  sign  the  same  transmitting 
them  to  Congress  for  their  final  ratification  and  that  such  conunis- 
Mons  be  in  force  for  a  Term  not  exceeding  two  years. 

the  said  Ministers  be  instructed  in  their  negotiations  i 
the  [«iWi7lW«Cjcourt  to  urge  with  perseverance  the  nejeasfly  of  a 
reasonable  forbe5T<mce  in  the  levy  of  debtsjltrfwithiD  these 
states  to  British  subjects>ijic  cfitab!ishni*«Tof  the  idea  of  these 
sutes  that  ao  intctost  during^'t^g^^tfft!!  duo  on  these  ^ebM,  all 
demands  for  Interest  Accpiitfg^unn^sh^ar  would  be  highly 
inequitable  &  unu^tf-'Si-W  the  expediency^X^^euling  this  1^ 
precise  stipii|jLiftin7ia  order  to  avoid  these  mutuaTtvaj^inU 
&  altsKdfiDns  which  may  disturb  the    harmony  of   the 

That  the  said  Ministers  to  be  commiss*^  for  Treaty  with  it 
nations  be  referred  to  the  Instnictions  of  the  thirtieth  day  of 
May  1783  relative  to  British  Debts,  the  objects  of  which  they  are 
hereby  directed  to  urge  with  perseverance. 

That  they  reiiuire  with  firmness  &  decision  full  satisfaction  for 
all  slaves  &  other  properly  belonging  to  citizens  of  these  states 
taken  and  carried  away  in  violation  of  the  preliminary  &  defini- 
tive Articles  of  peace  ;  &  lo  enable  them  to  do  this  on  precise 
grounds  Congress  will  furnish  them  with  necessary  facts  &  docu- 
ments. 

jat  the  said  ministers  be  instructed  to  notify  to  the  pow^ 
with  wbom  they  may  negotiate,  the  gre^i  value  at  whic^-^rficse 
states  wiuH^eem  their  friendship  and  connection  an^-tfut  it  will 
be  their  consta^t><ndeavour  to  promote  a  good  upxt^ianding  and 
harmony  with  themTmd  to  prevent  cverythi^g^hich  might  inter- 
rupt it  by  every  means  itts^heir  power^^^but  that  the  oeavy  debt 
which  they  have  coniractcoliurine^e  late  war  4UMi-th«  rta«»-»^ 


dcaolation-and  dwititulioo 


many  parta  of  lhes<  atai— 


were  left  in  hav  hasteir3crcd  it  'itK^venicnt  at  present  for 
them  to  keep  Mim^tcfs  resident  at  thecothwof  Europe  and  they 
hope  that  this^d^^tion  from  the  practice  of 7?hiidly  nations  may 
be  ascrib^d^  its  true  cause  and  not  to  any  wa&*s^respect  to 
Thckiil«id5  or  of  attachment  to  treaties,  to  the  faithful  tJb^r\ance 
'Vhich  they  shall  at  all  times  pay  the  most  earnest  attenlTl 
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That  consuls  be  appointed  for  the  ports  of 
-and  consuls  general  established  at 

That  Doct  Franktia  be  desired  to  notify  to  the  Apostolical 
NuDcio  at  Versailles  that  Congress  will  always  be  pleased  to 
testify  their  respect  to  bis  Sovereign  and  slate  but  that  the  sub- 
ject of  \i\%  application  to  Doct  franklin  being  purely  spiritual  it 
is  without  the  jurisdiction  and  power  of  Congress,  who  have  no 
authority  to  permit  or  refuse  it,  these  powers  being  reserved  to 
the  several  slates  individually. 

That  Doct  Franklin  be  insuucted  to  express  to  the  Court  of 
France  the  constant  desire  of  Congress  to  meet  their  wishes ;  that 
these  states  arc  about  to  form  a  general  system  of  commerce  by 
treaties  witb.otbet  oatioos  »  hy  iaf  wrt  ■■goti«iie— i  that  at 
thib  time  we  cannot  foresee  what  claims  might  be  given  to  those 
nations  by  the  explanatory  propositions  from  the  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes  on  the  a  &  5  Articles  of  our  treaty  of  Amity  &  Commerce 
with  his  M  le  M  ;  but  that  he  may  be  assured  it  will  be  our 
constant  care  to  place  00  people  on  more  advantageous  ground 
than  the  subjects  of  his  Majesty. 

That  the  papers  containing  the  claim  of  the  five  Forsters, 
brothers,  for  the  prize  of  their  vessel  "the  three  friends  "  made 
by  Capt  Landais  of  the  Alliance  frigate,  which  papers  were  com- 
municated by  the  Count  de  Vergennes  to  Doct  Franklin  lo  the 
end  he  might  apply  to  Congress  for  an  indemnification  of  the 
said  Forsters  be  remitted  to  the  said  Ministers  with  a  copy  of  the 
fourth  clause  of  the  instructions  to  them  of  oct  >gth  1783  and 
the  following  extract  from  doct  Franklin's  letter  nf  July  az.  17A3 
to  the  Secretarj'  for  foreign  Affairs  vt^  :  *'  Mr  Barclay  has  in  his 
bands  the  affair  of  the  Alliance  and  Bon  hommc  Richard.  I  will 
afford  him  all  the  assistance  in  my  power,  but  it  is  a  very  per- 
plexed business.  That  expedition  though  for  particular  reasons 
under  American  commissions  &*  colours  was  carried  on  at  the 
Kings  expense  and  under  his  orders.  M  de  Cliaumont  was  the 
agent  appointed  by  the  Minister  of  the  Marine  to  make  tbe  outfit. 
He  was  also  chosen  by  all  the  captains  of  the  squadron  as  appears 
by  an  instrument  under  their  hands,  lo  be  their  agent,  receive, 
sell  and  divide  prixes  &c.  The  Crown  bought  two  of  them  at 
public  sale  and  the  Money  1  understand  is  lodged  in  the  hands  of 
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4  BCH^Qaftibk  pcnoa  «t  LXtrient.  M  de  ChuBODt  says  he  has 
ykaft  «t  ki*  iccomtt  to  the  Miriae  and  tkat  be  has  no  more  to 
^  «ak  iW  alair  except  to  receive  a  k«h»«'^  doe  to  him.  That 
I^KouBi  bovTTcr  is  I  bdicve  aasenlcd  aad  ibe  absence  of  some  of 
lk«  i  ape  MM  b  tud  to  make  aaoAcr  dificafajr  «iuch  retardi  the 
ccfktioa  of  the  bBBnew.  I  never  paid  mot  recctred  any  thiofc 
leftatiDg  to  that  expedhioD  oor  bad  xajr  oOmt  couccni  in  it  than 
kanlyonkttDg  the  Alliance  to  join  the  Sqttadnw  at  M  de  Sartinc'f 
nqMSt"— fRNa  which  extract  there  is  reuoA  lo  beltere  the  t'oited 
Sttiei  tA  Aiaerka  had  no  conceni  in  the  eipcdition  but  that  it 
was  carried  on  whoUy  oader  ifae  aathoHtv  and  for  the  advantage 
of  his  Most  Chritttaii  Majesty  ;  that  if  this  fact  should  not  be  so 
apparent  as  to  give  fnll  satisfaction  to  his  Majesty's  Ministers, 
they  ifaco  take  sach  Measares  as  in  their  discrrtiati  shall  be  thought 
Most  Condacive  to  an  Amicable  and  eqnitable  adjustment  thereof 
on  the  best  evideace  they  shall  be  able  to  prucure. 

That  the  claim  of  the  S'  Bayard  against  these  United  States 
for  the  sum  of  355,336  doUars  continental  Money  is  not  fouttdcd 
in  jastke  in  the  epinton  of -yoM  «owBiiwc»  from  the  ciicnm- 
stances  of  the  case  as  stated  by  himself,  which  are  that  a  vessel 
aad  cargo  in  which  he  was  interested  sailing  in  May  1779  fnxn 
Charles  town  for  France,  was  taken  by  an  english  anned  vessel 
and  retaken  by  an  American  frigate  called  the  Boston,  that  she 
was  carried  to  Boston  and  there  sold  as  trench  property  by  Mr 
de  Valnais  consul  for  France  at  that  port :  that  be  unfaithfully 
and  irregularly  as  is  buggc6ted  endtravoured  to  have  the  whole  ad- 
judged to  the  recaptors  but  that  the  sentence  was  that  tbey  were 
only  entitled  to  one  eighth,  and  the  S-  Bayard's  correspondents 
obliged  M'  de  Valnais  to  deposit  with  the  consul  of  France  in 
Philadelphia  255.336  dollars  continental  Money  in  part  of  the 
proceeds  with  a  reserve  to  the  Sieur  Bayard  against  M'  de  Val- 
nais of  every  right  of  redress  for  his  irregular  conduct :  that  no 
injurious  iutermeddling  by  the  U.  S.  or  any  of  ihem  or  by  any  of 
their  citizens  is  here  complained  of  ;  that  the  Money  was  con- 
stantly in  the  hands  of  the  Sieur  Bayard's  correspondents  or  of 
the  consul  for  his  nation  ;  that  he  may  indeed  have  suffered  bf 
its  depreciation  as  mmv  others  have  suffered,  both  foreigners  and. 
'^tUens  but  the  latter  in  an  infinite  piopgrtion  4»  a  much  griatii 
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higher  Def;ree  than  (he  fonner ;  that  this  depreciation  was  not 
effected  by  any  arbitrary  change  by  Congress  in  the  value  or  de- 
nomination  of  the  Money  (which  yet  has  been  frequently  prac- 
tised by  european  states  who  never  have  thought  themselves 
bound  to  make  good  the  losses  thereby  incurred  either  by  their 
own  citizens  or  by  foreigners  that  ensued — against  the  will  and  the 
unremitting  endeavours  of  Congress  that  in  this  case  too  it  might 
have  been  lessened  if  not  prevented  by  invcsting-tf-  the  money 
immediately  in  gold  6;  silver  or  in  other  commodities.  Your 
com**  therefore  are  of  opinion  that  these  states  are  not  bound  to 
make  good  the  loss  by  depreciation,  mA  4hM-  the  doing  would 
bf*«*B"0**  ""  inrmit>td«-<jf-olhef'CMe9  with  endltfw  iBvefltigiitioi** 
and  wnffliffftow  and  would  reftwiffo  gwaior  fund»<han  we  afc  pre- 


That  as  to  the  residue  of  the  claims  of  the  S' Bayard  if  founded 
in  truth  and  Right  ihey  lie  only  against  the  state  of  Georgia,  to  the 
governor  whereof  it  will  be  proper  for  Congress  to  transmit  copies 
of  the  papers  expressing  our  confidence  that  that  state  will  cause 
to  be  done  in  it  what  justice  and  the  respect  due  between  friendly 
nations  require :  and  that  the  S-'  Bayard  be  referred  to  them. 

That  the  friendly  services  rendered  by  the  S'  John  Baptist 
Pequct,  Agent  for  the  french  nation  at  Lisbon  10  great  numbers  of 
American  sailors  carried  prisoners  into  that  port  during  the  laie 
war  and  his  sulTcrings  on  thai  account  merit  the  sincere  acknowl- 
edgcnents  of  Congress  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  said  Minis- 
ters to  deliver  him  these  in  honorable  terms  and  to  make  him  such 
gratification  as  may  indemnify  his  losses  &  properly  reward  his 
zcaL 


REPORT  ON   CEREMONIAL   FOR  WASHINGTON.'      c.C. 

tlDecenber  29.  17B}.] 
I.  The  President  and  members  are  to  be  seated  and  covered, 
and  the  Secretary  to  be  sunding  by  the  side  of  the  President 

'  A  coounitlce,  conviiling  of  Jeflerwin,  Gcny.  and  M'Heni7,  «ru  tppotated 
bj  CoB^nM  to  make  miitable  arrangctneRi*  for  the  lut  ;>ul>lic  audience  of 
GencnU  Wuhingtoo.  In  conformiiy  with  tbcii  report  it  was  resolved,  on  tbr 
aad  of  Decciubcr.  that  Um  ccrcmonjr  Uiottid  be  conducted  u  above. 
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a.  The  arrival  of  the  General  is  10  be  announced  by  the  mes- 
senget  to  the  Secretary,  who  is  thereupon  to  introduce  the  Gen- 
eral, attended  by  his  aids,  into  the  Hall  of  Congress. 

3.  The  General,  being  conducted  to  a  chair  by  the  Secretary, 
is  to  be  seated  with  an  aid  on  each  side  standing,  and  the  Secre- 
tary is  to  resume  his  place. 

4.  After  a  proper  time  for  the  arrangement  of  spectators,  silence 
is  tobconlcrcd  by  the  Secretary  if  necessar>-,  and  the  President  is 
to  address  the  General  in  the  following  words.  'Sir  ;  The  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled  are  prepared  to  receive  your  com- 
munications.' Whereupon  the  General  is  to  arise  and  address 
Congress  ;  after  which  he  is  to  deliver  his  commission  and  a  copy 
of  his  address  to  the  President. 

5.  The  General  having  resumed  his  place,  the  President  is  to 
deliver  the  answer  of  Congress,  which  the  General  is  to  receive 
standing. 

6.  The  President  having  finished,  the  Secretary  is  to  deliver 
the  General  a  copy  of  the  answer,  and  the  General  is  then  to  take 
his  leave.  When  the  General  rises  to  make  his  address,  and  also 
when  be  retires,  he  is  to  bow  to  Congress,  which  they  are  to  re- 
turn by  uncovering  without  bowing. 


TO   THE    GOVERNOR    OF    VIRGINIA.' 
(B&NJA.UIN  HAKKISON.) 

Ahnapous,  Dec.  24.  17S). 

Sir, — The  present  week,  affords  us  nothing  new 
for  communication  unless  it  be  the  affecting  scene  of 
yesterday.  Gen'I  Washington  then  had  his  last 
audience  of  Congress,  laid  down  his  connection  and 
bid  a  final  adieu  to  them  and  to  all  public  life.  His 
address  on  the  occasion  was  worthy  of  htm.  This 
you  will  see  in  the  public  papers.  I  cannot  help  ex- 
pressing my  extreme  anxiety  at  our  present  critical 
situation.       The  departure  of  a  member  two  days 

■  Fnun  the  original  in  (he  poneuion  of  Mr,  F.  J.  Dner,  ol  PhibdalpUa. 
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hence  leaves  us  with  only  six  states  and  of  course 
Slops  al!  business.  We  have  no  certain  prospect  of 
nine  within  a  given  time  ;  chance  may  bring  them  in, 
and  chance  may  keep  them  back,  in  tht?  meantime 
only  a  little  over  two  months  remain  for  their  assem- 
bling, ratifying  &  getting  the  ratification  across  the 
Atlantic  to  Paris.  All  that  can  be  said  is  that  it  is 
yet  possible.  It  is  well  known  that  Great  Britain 
wished  to  postpone  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty.  Her 
reasons  wc  know  not,  but  she  certainly  knew  that  a 
great  continental  war  was  kindling,  and  that  France 
our  principal  support  would  be  probably  deeply  en- 
gaged in  it.  It  is  not  impossible  then  but  she  might 
hope  for  some  favorable  opportunity  of  changing  the 
(ace  of  the  treaty.  If  the  ratifications  are  not 
there  by  the  day  she  will  have  too  much  ground  for 
objection  to  the  validity  of  the  treaty,  and  to  ratify 
or  not  as  she  pleases.  As  every  circumstance  of  dis- 
tress will  render  her  the  easier  on  this  point,  wc  are 
pleased  with  the  intelligence  of  the  day  which  is  that 
she  has  actually  landed  twenty-one  regiments  in 
Ireland,  it  comes  by  a  ship  from  London  to  Baltimore, 
&  from  thence  here,  but  Baltimore  has  not  been  famed 
for  the  truth  of  its  intelligence. 


REPORT   ON    RATIFICATION'    OF   TREATY.*        J.  KSS. 

fDccaabera?,  1783.] 
Resolved  that  however  earnestly  and  anxioualy  Congress  wUh 
to  proceed  to  the  ratification  of  the  Defimtive  treaty,  yet 
Resolved  that  Congre&s  consisting  at  present  of  seven  states 

I  There  it  no  record  in  Ibc  y«umah  »/  CoMgretM  of  ibc  kppoinloiciit  of  the 
comouttec  who  made  Ihii  ttport.     Il  wai  pn>t)Ablj  ibe  Mine  that  Uier  reported 


3« 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


U^H 


only  they -*«>^  ought  not  to  undertake  ttutt  rauficatton  ^^hIm 
PcftnitiiK-  lK>»*y  without  proper  explanations. 

H-  Because-  tha  ^ih  ortiole  of  Coolwiorarion  toltea  fnw 
I .   Because  by  the  usage  of  modem  nattons  ii  is  now  established 
tttCCT  the'  poweF,  by  declaring  thet-C-ongreas  alittU 
that  the  ratificatioD  oE  a  treaty  by  a  Sovereign  power  is  the 
B»i  Mitei  into  any  *i<wity  unlciw  wine  stot^o  fttn^ni 
essential  act  which  gives  it  validity  ;  the  signature  of  the 

ministers,  notwithstanding  their  plenipotentiary  com- 
mission, being  understood  as  placing  it,  according  lo  the  phrase 
of  the  writers  on  this  subject,  subsparati  only  &  as  leaving  to 
<ach  sovereign  aa  acknowledged  right  of  rejection. 
,-%i-  Beeauae  it  would  bt-  a  pweodoiil  pep]*;*  with 

3.  Because  ratification  being  an  act  of  so  much  energy  and 
danger  lo-theafr-statw,  <w-uffdw  that  oit  fmuffr 
substance  the  authoniy  to  pcrfonn  it  is  reserved  to 
occooiono  r.ov&D  otatM  in  oppositioD  to  tut  may- 
aiae  Slates  by  those  words  in  the  ninth  article  of 
gatify  trealiea  entewd  iato  by  miniiXcro  in 
Confederation  which  declare  that  Congress  shall  not  enter 
^iioat  oppoaicion-  lo  theii  inwf«e4io*fr  thowgh  ouch  inotfuotjotia 
■hoald  haw  had  Iba  cBn> 
into  any  treaty  unless  nine  States  assent 
eupffnoe  of  nine  sUi(tw  to  \Xvt  soma  t 

5.  Hccausc  by  [he  tfrms  '  viUcnng  into  a  treaty '  the  Confederation 
must  have  intended  that  the  assent  of  nine  states  should  be  neces- 
sary to -4te  it's  completion  as  well  as  to  iheit's  commencement ; 
et-a  treaty  t-it'*  the  object  having  been  to  guard  the  rights  of  ib« 
Union  in  all  those  important  cases  wherein  it  has  required  the  as- 
sent of  nine  states ;  iagequixii  1  whereas  by  admitting  the  contrary 
construction,  seven  states  containing  lc;s  than  one  third  of  the  citi* 
xens  of  the  Union,  in  opposition  to  six  containing  more  than  two 


llw  foriD  of  nlificuian,  ooDslillpg  of  Jeflenon,  Gerry,  Kllcry.  K^ad.  >rul  Haw. 
Un*.  See  Jeflcrton't  AuMi^rafky  (1.  76-8).  The  rei>otl  is  printed  Ermb  ifae 
rm|^  dnft  in  Jcflenon'ft  hetulwriting.  No  cupy  can  t>c  found  in  the  files  of 
Ike  Conltnental  Congreu  {wpcrs,  noi  i*  it  prinlcd  id  Whanoa't  Rrv^Mimary 


thirds,  may  fasten  on  them  a  treaty,  commenced  indeed  under4i»« 
t»  itiMru  commission  &  instructions  from  nine  states  but  concluded 
by-*he-it^otiatorfi  in  express  contradiction  to  such  instructions 
and  in  direct  sacrifice  of  thetf-tDterests  of  so  great  a  majority. 

4.  Because  if  7  states  be  incompetent  generally  to  the  ratifica- 
tion of  a  treaty  they  arc  not  made  competent  in  this  particular 
instance  by  the  circumstances  of  the  ratification  of  the  provisional 
articles  by  nine  states  an4  w  the  instructions  to  our  ministexs  lu 
form  a  definitive  one  by  them  and  their  actual  agreement  in  sub< 
sunce  ;  for  either  these  circumstances  are  in  themselves  a  ratifi- 
cation, or  are  not.  if  they  are,  nothing  further  is  requisite  than  to 
give  attested  copies  of  them  in  exchange  for  the  British  ratifica- 
tion  ;  if  they  are  not,  then  we  remain  where  we  were,  without  a 
ratificattoD  -of  by  9  states,  and  incompetent  to  ratify  ourselves. 
[The  next  line  is  illegible  but  erased.] 

5.  Because  the  seven  states  now  present  in  Congress  saw  this 
question  in  the  same  point  of  view  only  4  days  ago  -.hen  by  their 
unanimous  resolution  they  declared  that  the  assent  of  nine  states 
was  requisite  to  ratify  this  treaty  and  urged  this  as  a  reason  to 
hasten  forward  the  absent  states. 

6.  Because  such  a  ratification  would  be  rejected  by  the  other 
contracting  party  as  null  8:  unauthorised,  or,  if  attested  to  them 
by  the  seal  of  ihc  states  without  apprising  them  that  it  has  been 
aecteditcd  expedited  by  order  o(  seven  states  only,  it  will  be  a 
breach  of  faith  in  us,  .1  prostitution  of  our  seal,  &  a  future  ground, 
when  that  circumstance  shall  become  known,  of  denying  the  valid- 
ity, of  a  ratification  into  which  they  shall  have  been  so  surprised. 

7.  Because  there  being  still  67.  days  before  the  exchange  of 
ratifications  is  requisite  and  states  only  wanting  to  render  us 
competent,  we  have  the  w«  wy  yei  Iwp*  «h«  pf»wooo  of  <>  ttai— 
ia  ri»»  strongest  presumptions  that  the  measures  taken  by  Con- 
gress will  bring  them  forward  in  time  for  ratification  &  for  it's 
passage  across  the  Atlantic. 

And  8.  because  should  we  be  disap^iointed  in  this  hope,  the 
ratification  will  yet  be  placed  on  more  honorable  and  defensible 
ground  if  made  by  9.  states  as  soon  as  so  many  shall  be  presaot, 
and  then  sent  for  exchange,  urging  in  it's  support  the  small  im- 
portance of  an  exchange  uf  ratifications,  a  few  days  sooner  or 
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later,  the  actual  impossibility  of  an  earlier  compliance,  and  that 
failures  produced  by  circumslancfs  not  under  the  rnnimul  of  the 
parties  4l^•  either  in  points  so  immatenal  wm  bwpm  afftet  ihe 
vltttiiy  of  a  <f»>ly  as  to  call  Voi  no  compensation,  or  in  CboM 
which  are  material  and  admit  of  compensation,  can  never  affect 
the  validity  of  the  treaty  itself. 


TO   THE   GOVERNOR   OF   VIRGINIA.  V.  t.  a. 

(SEXJAMIN    HAftttlSOK , ) 

Annapolis,  Dec  31.  itSj- 

Sir, — Letters  from  Holland  from  the  middle  to 
the  last  of  September  inform  us  tliat  the  citizens  of 
the  Dutch  states  are  all  in  commotion.  The  conduct 
of  the  Prince  of  Orange  having  been  such  as  greatly 
to  strengthen  the  republican  party,  they  are  now 
pressing  in  the  firmest  tone  a  restoration  of  their  con- 
stitutional rights.  Friesland,  as  usual,  leads  the  way. 
They  have  demanded  of  the  sovereign  assembly  of 
the  states  that  the  power  of  the  Stadtholder  to 
change  or  reinforce  the  garrisons  be  limited  or  taken 
away,  and  that  themselves  be  authorized  to  exercise 
in  arms  for  the  defence  of  their  country  :  of  Soooo 
men  able  to  bear  arms  among  them  it  is  believed 
scarcely  any  will  refuse  to  sign  this  demand.  The 
Hollanders  have  referred  to  a  Committee  in  their 
last  assembly  the  examination  of  the  power  by  which 
the  prince  undertakes  to  appoint  flag  officers  of  their 
fleet,  and  that  he  be  desired  to  abstain  from  the  exer- 
cise of  it  There  happens  to  be  vacant  the  place  of 
admiral.  The  other  states  seem  to  be  in  the  same 
temper,  and  are  now  regularly  exercising  themselves 
in  arms  under  the  ensigns  of  their  respective  towns. 
Tho  each  state  is  to  chuse  their  Stadtholder  out  of 
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the  Orange  family  they  consider  themselves  not 
bound  to  chuse  the  eldest,  and  of  course  that  they 
may  chuse  different  ones.  The  state  of  Europe  at 
present  seems  favorable  to  the  republican  party,  as 
the  powers  who  might  aid  the  prince  are  either 
fatigued  with  the  late  war,  or  likely  to  be  engaged 
in  the  ensuing  one. 

We  have  yet  but  seven  states,  and  no  more  cer- 
tain prospects  of  nine  than  at  any  time  heretofore 
We  hope  that  the  letters  sent  to  the  absent  states 
will  bring  them  forward. 


TO  JAMES   MADISON.  MAD.  iin. 

Aknapous,  Ju.  1, 1784- 

Dear  Sir, — Your  favour  of  the  lo'*"  Dec  came  to 
hand  about  a  fortnight  after  its  date.  It  has  occasioned 
me  to  reflect  a  little  more  attentively  on  Buffon's 
central  heat  than  I  did  in  the  moment  of  our  conver- 
sation  and  to  form  an  opinion  different  from  what  I 
then  expressed.  The  term  'central  heat'  does  of 
itself  give  us  a  false  idea  of  Buffon's  hypothesis.  If 
it  means  a  heat  lodged  in  the  center  of  the  earth  and 
diffusing  it's  warmth  from  thence  to  the  extremities, 
then  certainly  it  would  be  less  in  proportion  to  the 
distance  from  that  center,  &  of  course  less  under  the 
equator  than  the  poles,  on  high  mountains  than  in 
deep  vallies.  But  Buffon's  theory  is  that  this  earth 
was  once  in  a  state  of  hot  fusion,  and  that  it  has 
been,  and  still  continues  to  be  cooling.  What  is  the 
course  of  this  process?  a  heated  body  being  sur- 
rounded by  a  colder  one  whether  solid  or  fluid,  the 
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heat,  which  is  itself  a  fluid  flows  into  the  colder  body 
equally  from  every  point  of  the  hotter.  Hence  if  a 
heated  spheroid  of  iron  cools  to  a  given  degree,  in  a 
given  space  of  time,  an  inch  deep  from  its  surface,  in 
one  point,  it  has  in  the  same  time  done  the  same  in 
any  &  every  other  point.  In  a  given  time  more,  it 
will  be  cooled  all  round  to  double  that  depth.  So 
that  it  will  always  be  equally  cooled  at  equal  depths 
from  the  surface.  This  would  be  the  case  with  Buf- 
fon's  earth,  if  it  were  a  smooth  figure  without  uneven- 
nesses.  But  it  has  mountains  and  vallies.  The  tops 
of  mountains  wilt  cool  to  greater  depths  in  the  same 
time  than  the  sides  of  mountains  &  than  plains  in 


proportion  as  the  line  a.b.  is  longer  than  a.c  or  d-e. 
or  f.g.  In  the  valley  the  line  h.L  or  depth  of  the 
same  temperature  will  be  the  same  as  on  a  plain. 
This  however  is  very  different  from  BuBbn's  opinion. 
He  sals  that  the  earth  being  thinnest  at  the  poles 
will  cool  sooner  there  than  under  the  equator,  where 
it  is  thicker.  If  my  idea  of  the  process  of  cooling  be 
right,  his  is  wrong  and  his  whole  theory  in  the  Epochs 
of  Nature  is  overset. 
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The  note  which  I  delivered  you  contained  an 
acknowledgment  of  my  having  borrowed  from  you  a 
draught  for  333^  dollars  and  a  promise  to  repay  it 
on  demand.  This  was  exclusive  of  what  I  had  bor- 
rowed in  Philadelphia. 

We  have  never  yet  had  more  than  7.  states,  and 
very  seldom  that,  as  Maryland  is  scarcely  ever  pres- 
ent, and  we  are  now  without  a  hope  of  it's  attending 
till  February.  Consequently  having  six  states  only, 
we  do  nothing.  Expresses  &  letters  are  gone  forth 
to  hasten  on  the  absent  states  that  we  may  have  9. 
for  a  ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty.  Jersey  per- 
haps may  come  in,  and  if  Beresford  will  not  come  to 
Congress,  Congress  must  go  to  him  to  do  this  one 
act.  Even  now  it  is  full  late.  The  critical  situation 
in  which  we  are  like  to  be  gave  birth  to  an  idea  that 
7.  might  ratify.  But  it  could  not  be  supported.  I 
will  give  you  a  further  account  of  this  when  it  shall 
be  finally  settled. 

The  letters  of  our  ministers  inform  us  that  the  two 
empires  have  formed  a  league  defensive  against 
Christian  powers  &  offensive  ag?  the  Turks.  When 
announced  by  the  Empress  to  the  K.  of  Prussia  he 
answered  that  he  was  very  sensible  on  it  as  one  is 
when  informed  of  important  things.  France  an- 
swered in  a  higher  tone  and  offered  to  mediate.  If 
Prussia  will  join  France  perhaps  it  may  prevent  the 
war :  if  he  does  not,  it  will  be  bold  for  France  alone 
to  take  the  aid  of  the  Turks  on  herself.  Ireland  is 
likely  to  find  employment  for  England.  The  United 
Netherlands  are  in  high  fermentation.     The  people 
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now  marshall  themselves  in  arms  and  exercise  regu- 
larly under  the  banners  of  their  towns.  Their  object 
is  to  reduce  the  powers  of  the  Stadtholder. 

I  have  forwarded  your  letter  to  Mrs.  House.  Mrs. 
Trist  I  expect  left  Philadelphia  about  the  i8th  of 
Dec.  for  Pittsburgh.  I  had  a  letter  from  her  in 
which  she  complained  of  your  not  having  written  and 
desired  me  to  mention  it  to  you.  I  made  your  excuse 
on  the  good  grounds  of  the  delays  you  must  have 
experienced  on  your  journey  &  your  distance  from 
the  post  road  :  but  I  am  afraid  she  was  gone  before 
my  letter  reached  Philadelphia.  I  have  had  very  ill 
health  since  I  have  been  here  and  am  getting  rather 
lower  than  otherwise. 


MOTION    ON    RATIFICATION    OF    TREATY.' 


C  C. 


Um.  a.  1784.1 
FAIR  COPY. 

Whereas  it  ts  stipulated  in 
the  definitive  treaty  of  peace 
between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  bis  Btitannic  Ma- 
jcisly  that  the  ratifications  of  sd 
treaty  shall  be  exchanged  on  or 
before  tb«  3d  day  of  March 
next  and  there  now  remains  be- 


ROUGH    DRAFT. 

Whereas  it  is  stipulated  in 
the  definitive  treaty  of  peace 
between  (he  United  States  and 
his  Britannic  Majesty  that  the 
ratifications  of  the  sd  treaty 
shall  be  exchanged  on  or  before 
the  3d.  day  of  March  next  and 
there  now  remains  before  that 


'  Tb«  rgngh  draft  »  endon«d :  "  Nq.  9.  Motion  of  Mr.  Jeflenoa  Jany.  a — 
1784-  Reforred  to  Mr.  JcSenon,  Mr.  WillUnuoti.  Mr.  RMd.  Mr.  Gerrr.  Mr. 
Howell,  for  rBtlficclioa  of  def.  trvaty.  Juiy  14.  1784.  rendered  naeloa  by  the 
rftiilicAttnn  this  day  by  9  &tuo.  To  be  Gled."  See  Jeffenon's  AtOM^gr^Jgf 
(l,  6gfi).  The  fair  copy  b  endnncd  "Report  of  Mr.  J«f}ef9oa  rvlMiv*  tO 
laUficatlaB  of  Defn.  trwUy  n*A  Jiui.  3,  1784." 
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fore  that  period  little  more  lime 
than  is  requisite  for  the  passage 
of  the  snid  ratitication  across 
the  Atlantic ;  and  Congress 
consisting  at  preseot  but  of  7 
states  these  differ  in  opinion, 
some  of  them  considering  9,  as 
requisite  under  the  Confedera- 
tion to  the  establishment  of 
e^eiy  treaty,  while  others  are  of 
opinion  that  9,  having  ratified 
the  Provisional  treaty  and  in- 
structed their  ministers  to  enter 
into  a  definitive  one  conform- 
able thereto,  which  is  accord- 
ingly  done,  seven  may  under 
these  particular  circumstances 
ratify  what  has  been  so  declared 
by  9  to  have  their  approbation ; 
and  those  of  the  former  opinion 
being  equally  desirous  with  the 
latter  that  no  power  which  tnay 
be  supposed  they  possess  should 
remain  unexercised  for  the  fiual 
ratification  of  this  instniment, 
provided  it  may  be  done  with 
the  preservation  of  good  faith 
towards  the  other  contracting 
party,  and  without  importing 
that  Congress  has  given  any 
express  opinion  that  the  sd 
ratification  is  ba  of  b»  ■<» 
authorized  by  the  Confedera- 
tion. 


period  little  more  time  than 
is  requisite  for  the  passage  of 
the  sd  ratification  across  the 
Atlantic ;  and  Congress  con- 
sisting at  present  but  of  7. 
states,  these  differ  in  opinion, 
some  of  them  considering  9. 
Wftles  as  requisite  under  the 
Confederation  to  the  esUblisb- 
raeni  of  every  treaty  wfaile 
others  are  of  opinion  that  4fa» 
praviaiaiial  Ireaiy  nine  ulaWa 
having  ratified  the  Provisional 
treaty,  and  hawng  instructed 
their  Ministers  to  enter  into  a 
definitive  one  conformable 
thereto  which  is  accordingly 
done,  seven  sutes  may  under 
these  particular  circumstances 
ratify  what  has  been  so  declared 
by  nine  a*»w-to  have  their  ap< 
probation ;  and  those  of  the 
former  opinion  being  equally 
desirous  with  the  Utter  that  no 
power  which  it  may  be  supposed 
they  possess  should  remain  un- 
exercised for  the  final  ratifica- 
tion of  this  instrument  -e<tab 
Hahwuni  *<  p««ee  provided  it 
may  be  done  with  -gqad  faith 
the  preservation  of  good  faith 
towards  the  other  contracting 
party  and  without  being  sup- 
posed to  conveyt«f-any  opinion 
of  Congress  that  such  ratifica- 
tion is  authoritative,  which 
iupposiiioD  would  be  contrary 
to  truth  : 
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Resolred  therefore  that  the 
states  now  present  in  Congress 
do  declare  their  approbation 
and  so  far  as  they  have  power, 
their  ratification  of  the  sd  trea- 
ty, that  the  (same)  Ratification 
in  the  usual  Form  be  duly 
attested  under  the  sea)  of  the 
States  and  transmitted  to  our 
ministers  with  instructions  to 
keep  the  same  un communicated 
&  to  propose  to  the  other 
contracting  party  a  conven- 
tion extending  the  time  for 
the  exchange  of  ratifications  3 
months  further:  that  the  sd  min- 
isters be  informed  thiti  so  soon 
as  9  states  shall  be  present  in 
Congress  the  said  treaty  shall 
be  submitted  to  them  &  their 
ratification  when  obtained  shall 
be  transmitted  also  :  that  if  they 
should  receive  the  ratification 
by  9  sutes  before  the  ultimate 
point  of  time  allowed  for  ex- 
change this  alone  be  used  & 
the  former  cancelled  :  that  if  it 
should  not  be  received  in  time, 
they  then  produce  the  act  of 
the  7  states,  &  give  the  same  in 
Exchange,  tn/erming  the  other 
contratting  porty,  that  the  sd 
treaty  eame  to  hand  when  Con- 
grtii  VMS  not  in  session  that  7 
stjites  only  had  not  assembled, 
that  this  ratification  has  been 
expedited  with  their  unanimous 
consent  and  offering  it  in  ex- 


Resolved  therefore  that  the 
slates  now  present  in  Congress  ' 
do  declare  their  approbation ••(■ 
and  ratification  of  the  sd  treaty ; 
that  the  same  be  duty  attested 
under  the  seal  of  the  stales ; 
and  transmitted  to  our  Ministers 
with-  in^tmclioni  lo  malt*  m> 


■of  it  till  iho  laai  point  of  tiw  1 
that  in  the  mwantiw  so  soon  as 
nine  states  shall  be  present  in 
Congress,  the  said  treaty  shall 
be  submitted  to  them  and  their 
■f«««h««  ratihcation  &  when 
obtained  "thn  shall  be  trans- 
mitted ro  our  Ministers  also  in 
hope  of  its  reaching  our  Min- 
■ntw*  tliem  by  the  stipulated 
time  in  which  case  this  shall  be 
used  and  the  former  cancelled ; 
that  however  they  do  not  re* 
ceive  the  ratification  by  nine 
states  before  the  time  'for  ex- 
change &  then  4«nd«f-  produce 
the  act  of  the  siven  states,  «t- 


wioa  aoM  w>  <nt»rtiiin«d  of  it'» 
yalidity.  offering  it  to  ihcir  ac- 
ceptance of  the  other  party  in 
exchange  fnr  theirs  with  assur- 
ance that  it  tway  an  J  oppBging 
that  thw  sfeoH  bf  oo*«p<tK^>i»d 
■shall  will  be  followed  by  wiifMia- 
4««n*  another  exptdited  by  nine 
states  tft  l>»  which  shall  be  de- 
livered to  them  also ;  athsiwiie 
Mt  thoi  »hey  wgrrt  an  a  fartAt^ 
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rfay  For  tha  —Bbanga  af  raliS- 
eatiena  al  ihoif  oplion  and  at 
the  same  time  explaioiag  (if 
Ihey  fiod  it  necessary  for  the 
preservation  of  our  good  faith) 
thediffcrencesof  opinion  which 
exist  as  to  the  compliance  of 
seven  states  to  this  act :  or  if  it 
be  more  eligible  to  the  other 
party  that  then  tbey  agree  on  a 
further  day  for  the  exchange  of 
ratifications. 


RESOLUTION  ON  DEFlSITtVE  TREATY,'  c.  c 

IJm.  14?.  1784] 
Resolved  that  the  sd  ratification  be  iwiBiediatciy  >«p»ditod  in 
)KW>^<wid  ft'^dtt^'fopm  uwdor  the  seal  the  following  form  to  wii 
[here  insert  the  ratification]  and  be  transmitted  to  our  ministers 
plenipotentiary  by  whom  the  said  treaty  was  negotiated  and 
signed.  


RATIFICATION  OF  DEFINITIVE  TREATY.' 


C.C. 


[jANtiAsv  r4,  r784] 
The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  to  all  persons  to  whom 
these  presents  shall  come  greeting  ; 

Whereas  definitive  articles  of  peace  and  friendship  between  the 
United  States  of  America  and  his  Britannic  majesty  were  con- 
cluded and  si(;ncd  .it  Paris  on  the  third  day  of  September  1783, 
by  the  Cotnmijsionaw  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  said  United  Stales 
and  of  bis  said  Britannic  majesty  duly  and  respectively  antbor- 

*  This  rcsolalioa,  though  oBered  in  Congreu,  doe>  not  appcu  iit  iu  J^timaU. 
It  wu  probalily  in  lira  of  thai  vloplcd  J*n.  f4,  1784,  wliicli  wu  reported  by  > 
-commtttee,  a\  wltid)  Jedenon  wai  chairman. 

*  Thv  draft,  in  Jeflcraan'R  handwriting, iiras  rvporlcd  to  Conerca  bj a  cotninit- 
tMCOoditlDg  of  JeHenoA.  Gen?.  Elkty.  Read,  and  lUwVins,  K>m«  lime  In 
Dectnbcr,  Imt  was  not  acted  upon  bj  Congreaa  till  ibc  tnaty  wu  ratified  Jan. 
14,  1734-    See  JaumaU  of  dngrtu  of  that  date. 
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ized  for  that  purpose,  which  definitive  articles  are  in  these  arords 
following  [here  insert  themj 

Now  know  ye  that  wc  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled 
having  seen  and  considered  the  dcrmitive  articles,  aforesaid,  have 
approved,  ratified  and  conHrmed  and  by  these  presents  do  approve 
ratify  and  coniirm  the  said  articks,  aad  every  part  &  clause  thereof 
engaging  and  promising  that  we  will  sincerely  &  faithfully  perform 
&  observe  the  same  and  never  suffer  them  to  be  violated  by  any 
one,  or  transgressed  in  any  manner,  as  far  as  lies  in  our  power. 

In  testimony  whereof  we  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  United 
Slates  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Witness  his  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin  President  this  '  day 
»f  DMember,  in  >h«  ywf  >l  >■>  Letd  tfSa  and  af  ihs  innwignly 
ir  the  eighlh  ytot  aftd  i»d«|»«»<«B»?  •f  ihc  ITaitcd  Si«i—  *li« 
etftMh  fourteenth  day  of  Jan'  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  four  and  in  the  eighth  year  of 
the  sovereignty  Sa  independence  of  the  United  Stales  of  America. 


DRAFT    FOK    PROCLAMATION    ANNOUNCING  RATIFICATION 
OF  DEFINITIVE  TREATY."  c.  c. 

Jwiuary  14.  1784. 

By  the  United  States  of  Awefiea  in  Congress  Assembled 
A  Proclamation. 

Whereas  Definitive  articles  of  peace  and  friendship  between 
these  the  United  States  af  Aw«w<^  of  America  and  his  Britannic 
majesty  were  concluded  &  signed  at  Paris  on  the  third  day  of 
September  1783,  by  the  Comwin'tinnos  Plenirtotentiaries  of  the 
said  United  States  and  of  his  ^lid  Hrilannic  majesty  duly  and 
respecii%-cly  authorized  for  that  purpose  which  definitive  articlea 
are  in  the  words  following  [here  insert  themJ. 

And  we  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  having  seen 
and  duly  considered  the  definitive  articles  aforesaid  did  by  a 
certain  act  under  the  seal  or  the  United  States  bearing  date  this 
14  day  of  Deeembef  Jan'  (784,  approve  ratify  &  confirm  the 

'  Se«  JtrnmaU  *f  Onemt.  Jan.  14.  1764.  This  procUnuitJoii  wai  lawd 
u  %  braadfldc  with  the  hcadliacs : 

By  the  United  Sulci  in/ ConcTasMseabled/Juiaary  14,  17B4./410. 
C/.  Cord'*  BiUi»grafJky  0/  tAt  C*ntimemtal  Comgrrtt,  Nol  346. 
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same  &  every  part  &  clause  thereof  engaging  &  promising  that 
we  would  sincerely  &  faithfully  perform  &  observe  the  same,  and 
Devei  suffer  tbetn  to  be  violated  by  any  one^  oi  transgressed  in 
any  maimer,  as  far  as  should  lie  in  our  power. 

And  being  sincerely  disposed  to  carry  the  said  articles  into 
execution  4k>am%v  truly  honestly  and  with  good  faith  according 
to  iheiinten:  &. meaning  thereof  we  have  thought  proper  by 
these  presents  to  notify  the  premises  to  all  the  good  citizens  of 
these  States,' hereby  roquwuing  requiring  and  enjoining  oirpowo^o 
a»4  ail  bodies  of  magistracy  Legislative  Executive  and  Judiciary 
all  penoDS  bearing  office  civil  or  military  of  whatever  rank, 
degree,  or  powers  and  all  others  the  good  citizens  of  these  States 
of  whote¥o*-cvery  vocation  and  condition  that  reverencing  those 
stipulations  entered  into  on  fr-<»B<ti«ifttt-m  ^^yedieneg  t<»  thew 
d«l«gaiioiw  their  behalf  under  the  authority  of  that  federal  -mofal 
potitwri  &-i«fiol  ■  whereby  they  art  cailad  bond  by  which  their 
existence  as  an  independant  »o-thfr-ob»epwmQo  oi  MiputaiWM 
dwly  fc  f»guU>ly  people  is  bound  up  together*  and  is  known  and 
dgtiwed  <'win4h*ip  w?vorttl-lawo-^  <MH»stit»rions  .icknowledgcd  by 
the  nniions  of  the  world  ;  and  and  wiiH  ♦!>»»  ^eftd  faith  which  ic 
every  hanast  with  that  good  fatth  which  is  every  wam\  bwi  fiaia 
<epl  that  witftin4h»it  man's  surest  guide,  within  their  several  offices, 
jurisdictions  &:  vocations,  they  carry  into  effect  the  said  Definitivo 
articles,  &  every  clause  &  sentence  thereof  sincerely  strictly  & 
completely. 

Given  under  the  seal  of  the  United  States.  Witness  his  Ex- 
cellency-Thomas MifTlin,  our  President  at  Annapolis  this  14'"  day 
pf^eerjan'  1784  &  of  the  sovereignty  &  independance  of  the 
Uoited  States  of  America  the  eighth. 


TO    MARTHA    JEFFERSON.* 

Annapolis.  Jan.  Tsih,  176}. 

My  dear  Martha, — I  am  anxious  to  know  what 
books  you  read,  what  tunes  you  play,  and  to  receive 

'  FromS.  N.  Kandolpli'iZlMMJifc'U/Vff/T'.  7r/>rjM*,  71,  where  ttu printed 
with  the  above  dale.  Bat  dtbcr  Jelenoo  mbdaiH  It,  or  it  iraa  wroBglj  inserted, 
for  Jefferson  bctog  tn  Aoupolli  mod  his  daBghter  being  is  Pbiladelphia  makca 
it  ceitaln  that  the  letter  wat  written  in  17S4. 
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specimens  of  your  drawing.  With  respect  to  your 
meeting  M,  Simitifere^  at  Mr.  Ritten house's,  nothing 
could  give  me  more  pleasure  than  your  being  much 
with  that  worthy  family,  wherein  you  will  see  the  best 
examples  of  rational  life,  and  learn  to  esteem  and  copy 
them.  But  I  should  be  very  lender  of  intruding  you 
on  the  family ;  as  it  might,  perhaps,  be  not  always  con- 
venient for  you  to  be  tliere  at  your  hours  of  attend- 
ing M.  Simitifere.  I  can  only  say,  then,  that  if  it  has 
been  desired  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rittenhouse,  in  such  a 
matter  as  that  Mrs.  Hopkinson  shall  be  satisBed  that 
they  will  not  think  it  inconvenient,  I  would  have  you 
thankfully  accept  it;  and  conduct  yourself  with 
so  much  attention  to  the  family  as  that  they  may 
never  feel  themselves  incommoded  by  it.  I  hope 
Mrs.  Hopkinson  will  be  as  good  as  to  act  for  you  in  this 
matter  with  that  delicacy  and  prudence  of  which  she 
is  so  capable.  I  have  much  at  heart  your  learning  to 
draw,  and  should  be  uneasy  at  your  losing  this  op- 
portunity, which  probably  is  your  last. 


TO  THE   GOVERNOR   OF  VIRGINIA.  r.  1.  A. 

Akmapolis  Jui.  t6  1784 

Sir. — The  Southern  post,  which  had  not  come  in 
for  three  weeks  past,  surprised  us  by  his  arrival  to 
■day.  Being  to  return  in  half  an  hour  1  could 
-only,  after  perusal  of  my  letters,  hastily  inclose 
to  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  the  proclamation  an- 

■Ajiutitf. 
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nouncing  the  ratification  of  the  peace,  which  we  were 
enabled  to  expedite  on  the  14th  inst.  that  being  the 
first  day  on  which  nine  states  have  attended  during 
the  present  Congress.  This  irregularity  in  the  post  will 
account  for  your  having  received  no  letter  from  Mr. 
Hardy,  the  corresponding  member  for  the  month. 
An  indisposition  at  present  puts  it  out  of  his  power 
to  write,  in  which  case,  according  to  our  arrange- 
ment, the  duty  devolves  on  the  next  member  in  the 
nomination.  The  right  of  individual  correspondence 
however  still  remaining  to  us  I  take  tlie  liberty  of 
communicating  the  occurrences  of  the  time  : 

The  important  subjects  now  before  Congress  are  : 
I.  authorizing  our  Foreign  ministers  to  enter  into 
treaties  of   alliance    &  commerce  with    the   several 
nations  who  have  desired  it 

3.  arranging  the  Domestic  administration. 

3.  establishing  Arsenals  within  the  states,  &  posts 
on  our  Frontier. 

4.  Disposing  of  the  Western  territory. 

5.  treaties  of  peace  and  purchase  with  the  In- 
dians. 

6.  Money, 

Your  Excellency  will  perceive  that  these  arc  ques- 
tions of  such  difficulty  as  must  produce  differences  of 
opinion,  and  of  such  importance  as  forbid  a  sacrifice 
of  judgment  to  one  another.  We  have  but  nine 
states  present,  seven  of  which  are  represented  by  only 
two  members  each.  There  are  14  gentlemen  then, 
any  one  of  which  diflfering  from  the  rest,  stops  our 
proceeding,  for  all  these  questions  require  the  con- 
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currence  of  nine  states.  We  shall  proceed  in  a  day  or 
two  to  take  them  up,  and  it  is  my  expectation  that 
after  having  tried  several  of  them  successively  and 
finding  it  impossible  to  obtain  a  single  determination. 
Congress  will  find  it  necessary  to  adjourn  till  the 
spring,  first  informing  the  states  that  they  adjourn 
because  from  the  inattendance  of  members  their 
business  cannot  be  done,  recommending  to  them  to 
instruct  &  enable  their  members  to  come  on  at  the 
day  appointed,  and  that  they  constantly  keep  three 
at  least  with  Congress  while  it  shall  be  sitting.  I 
believe  if  we  had  thirteen  states  present  represented 
by  three  members  each  we  could  clear  off  our  busi- 
ness in  two  or  three  months,  and  that  hereafter  a 
session  of  two  or  three  months  in  the  year  could 
suflfice. 

The  manifesto  of  the  Empress  of  Russia  against 
the  Turks  is  come  to  hand — it  is  flimsy  and  ground- 
less as  that  of  the  Turks  is  strong  &  substantial  & 
masterly. 


TO  THE   GOVERNOR   OF  VIRGINIA.* 

(BKNJAMIN    HAKK.I30M.) 

AiraAPous  Ju.  tj.  1784. 

Sir, — No  post  having  arrived  here  from  the  South, 
ward  during  the  present  month  till  this  day,  &  being 
to  return  in  a  few  minutes  1  am  obliged  without  an 
opportunity  of  asking  the  concurrence  of  my  col- 
leagues to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  proclamation  of 
the  Definitive  treaty  &  it's  ratification  which  happily 

<  FnMn  the  oricbal  in  Um  pouctsioa  o(  Mr.  7.  J.  Diver,  of  F1)il»d«lphiK, 
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took  place  on  the  14th  instant  Two  officers  were 
immediately  dispatched  to  seek  passage  by  dilTerent 
vessels  to  France  with  this  important  document  I 
expect  one  of  them  would  reach  the  French  packet 
at  New  York  which  was  to  sail  from  thence  on 
the  30th. 


V,  8.  *. 


TO    THE    GOVERNOR  OF   VIRGIKIA. 

(BBNJAUtN  UAUUSON.) 

Ahkatolis.  Jul.  33.  1784. 

Sir. — The  inclosed  papers  from  Oliver  Pollock 
came  to  our  hands  a  few  days  ago.  Ignorance  of 
the  organisation  of  our  government  probably  led  him 
to  make  this  improper  address,  on  a  business  so  for- 
eign to  the  line  of  our  duty.  We  take  the  liberty  on 
his  behalf  of  Inclosing  them  to  your  Excellency  with 
a  copy  of  our  answer  to  him. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  most  profound 
respect  &  esteem  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  servants 

Th.  Jefferson        Jas.  Monroe 
Arthur  Lee  S.  Hardy 


TO    OUVBR    POLLOCK. 

Aknapous  Jbh  23.  1784. 

Sir, — Your  letter  bearing  date  at  the  Havana  Nov. 
20,  1 783,  came  to  our  hands  a  few  days  ago.  The 
subject  of  it  however  is  one  of  those  submitted  by 
the  constitution  of  our  State  to  its  Executive  power, 

'  In  Jeflenon's  btndwtltiiiB- 
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our  duties  being  such  only  as  respect  the  Confederacy 
in  general.  We  think  it  therefore  the  most  likely 
means  of  promoting  your  wishes  to  inclose  the  letter 
with  the  papers  accompanying  it  to  his  Excellency 
the  Governor  of  Virginia  which  we  will  immediately 
do  &  have  no  doubt  you  will  receive  justice  from  the 
State  on  every  well  authenticated  claim. 


DRAFT    OF    A     REPORT    ON   THE  MEMORIAL  OF  ZEBULON 


BUTLER   AND   OTHERS.' 


SOUGH    DRAFT. 

[J«tni»ry  33.  1784] 

The  Commee  to  whom  were 
referred  the  pet"  of  Zebu  Ion 
Butler  &  others  claim*  under 
the  fiiate  of  fucoluiionii  ol  tha 
€t"CT.tl  »,<n;ml>ly  of -Guiint^ti- 

jet*«'f-^  |>rucliimatwi>  v{  Gi><tf 

Tnimbul  deaifiwg  thai  a  emin 

may  t»t-  ina*'^  ft>f  <ioU'rmin'  iho 

ft  wwUian  of  \\\v.  ownU'iH-g  uf  4lm 

judgeftfowierly  Connect,  of  the 

priv.ite  right  of  soil  within  ihc 

territory  Wcslw**   of  «p)ioiwtwt 

4o  hun»  -it  finally  detcwniwg  th« 

■aontrovtuy       the      Delaware, 

lately  in  controversy  bctw.  the 

>«ltsd  Slates  bt'tw***!!  thatalaf  li 

■<Ke  »t»f  of  PtnnBiyUania  oaw 


rAIR  COPV. 


jKrr.  Mst. 


C.C. 


The  Commee  to  whom  were 
referred  the  petition  of  Zebulon 
Butter  &  others  claiming  under 
the  state  of  Connecticut  private 
right  of  soil  within  the  territory 
Westward  of  the  Delaware  4m»- 
iy  formerly  in  controversy  be- 
tween the  s^d  state  &  that  of 


'  The  fair  i.-«:>pr.  pre«enie<I  (o  Congram,  b  entfencd  "No.  71.  Report  of 
Mr.  Jcfltnon.  Mr.  L«r,  Mt.  WUliunton.  00  tb«  nwml.  of  ZvbuloM  BotUr  A 
others.  UeAil.  Puud  Jan  33.  1784."  As  adopted,  ilwu  iliehlly  ino(U£«L 
Cf.  tent  in  JoumAU  0/  Cittgrtit,  under  Jftn.  33,  And  April  24.  17S4. 
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tiK  Connecticut  &  that  of  Penna 
&  compUio'  that  they  are  dis- 
turbed in  oeming  th»  t>wi»d»- 
ficB  fc  jmiuijitition  of — U»*> 
«i  StatMiheir  sd  right  by  others 
claiming  under  the  sd  stale  of 
oa-<ha  Wootern  side  of  ih*  DgJa- 
■wQ>»t  aloQ  ihat  a  Penna  &  pr^y- 
iog  thai  a  C  may  be  insl''  (or 
determ'  the  Coun  iwy'  b*-i» 
'atitm<d  j^or  <]g>»rt»i«>*»B  *!>♦  said 
rights  ;  and  the  resolns.  of  the 
G.  A.  of  Conn.  &  Ire  fMWtt*« 
gighl  MmAX  wiihift  ihc  cwl  tcH* 
■tofy-,  &  proclamn  of  Gov'Trum- 
bul  praying  Id  like  raann'  the 
instn  of  such  a  court  and  fur- 
ther notifying  thai  the  sd  state 
of  Connecticut  claims  jurisdic- 
tion over  all  the  lands  between 
Pennsylvania  &  the  Missisipi 
from  41*  to  42°  2'  Northern 
latitude,  •wd  th«-pe«itiwii  »f 
■Zebulon  Dntlef  &  0lhw6  inhabi 
tan<ri  tuilhin  tin  lairitarM  lai*ia 
diapmT^  Wiw^gn  thu  cd  iiat*a 
eoniiplaining  that  ihay  afirfit- 
4Mpb^  tw  ihtfiF  private  Fighl  nl 
toil  fi  pfflying  *w  iib*  manaar 
♦h>  ipwimtioB  9i  a  couh  f«r  d«- 
Hfwiaing  th»«mn.  have  agreed 
to  the  followinji  w-t*****  resoln. 

It  appears  to  your  Commee 
that  the  controversy  between 
Ihe  states  of  Pennsylva  S:  Con- 
necticut for 'th*  territory  on  the 
Western  side  of  Delaware  river 
liledged  to  be  within  both  their 


Pennsylvania  and  lately  deter- 
mined by  a  court  constituted  & 
appointed  agreeably  to  the  9 
Articles  of  Confederation  and 
perpetual  union  to  be  with- 
in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State 
of  Pensylvania,  complaining 
that  they  are  disiurhed  in  their 
said  right  by  others  claiming 
under  the  said  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  praying  that  a  court 
may  be  instituted  under  the 
9?  article  of  the  Coofederatioa 
for  deteTTnining  the  sd  right : 
Also  ihe  resolutions  of  the 
General  assembly  of  Connecti- 
cut &  the  letter  &  proclamation 
of  Gov'  Trumbull,  desiring  in 
like  manner  the  institution  of 
such  a  court ;  and  further  noti> 
f>-ing  that  the  said  state  of  Con- 
necticut claims  jurisdiction  over 
all  the  lands  between  Pennsyl- 
vania &  the  Misissipi  from 
41°  to  41°  2'  Northern  lati- 
tude have  agreed  to  the  follow- 
ing resolutions. 
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boundaries  was  originated  in 
Congress  so  early  as  the  5?*  day 
of  Octob.  1775.  and  was  fre- 
quently &  much  agitated  there* 
in  from  that  time  to  the  3*^  day 
of  Nov.  1781. 

That  the  state  of  Pennsva 
did  then  petition  Congreits  that 
the  same  might  be  determined 
according  to  the  9":  Art.  of  the 
Confedn. 

That  Congresi  dtd4li«f«ftA  on 
the  14^  day  of  the  same  month 
direct  a  notification  to  the  state 
of  Connecticut  of  the  petition 
from  Pennsylvania,  and  a-isign 
a  day  for  proceeding  thereon. 

That  the  same  was  regularly 
proceeded  on  according  to  the 
9"?  Art.  of  the  Confedn  and  that 
the  judges  met  at  Trenton  on 
the  1 2*?  day  of  Nov.  1 78a  to  hear 
and  determine  the  same. 

That  a  fair,  full  &:  patient 
hearing  of  the  parties  by  their 
agents,  was  given  and  mature 
consideration  had  by  the  sd 
court  from  the  sd  12*  day  of 
Nov.  day  by  day  without  inter- 
mission  till  the  30*^  day  of  Dec 
when  final  sentence  was  pro* 
DOUDced :  that  this  sentence 
was  with  the  unanimous  concur- 
rence of  the  sd  judKOs. 
improper 
conduct^  the  |u^jE<w<rany  of 
thero  isj^lgtind  gi  supposed 

I'CQ  «UC 
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tbo    sd  9*^  Article, 
the  ConTft<ip  declare*  iWf  the 
tentcnce  of  slKt'^^'wirt  fhall 
be  final  &  cor 

Resolvfttfmcrefore' 
sd 
ised. 

Rcsolvnj  tbat  a  court  should 
be  instituted  according  to  the 
sd  9"  Art  of  the  Confedn  for 
determiDing  the  privaie  right  of 
soil  so  far  as  the  same  is  by  the 
sd  article  submitted  to  the  de- 
lermination  of  such  court. 

Resolved  that  the  4''  Monday 
in  JuntfDcxt  be  assigned  forthe 
appearance  of  the  wA  8t>l«>  af 
€t>nae»Heul     <t     P>aatylv*aia 


parties  by  their  lawful 
agents  ot  tha  pUca  iw  which 
before  Congress  ortheCommee 
of  the  states  wheresoever  they 
shall  be  then  silting. 

Resolved  that  the  form  of  the 
notice  be  as  follows,  lo  b« 
Hanaiailtad  by  ihe  ac«iemry 
To  the  claimants  of  the  private 
right  of  soil  within  the  territory 
heretofote  claimed  by  the  state 
of  Connecticut  but  adjudged  to 
belong  to  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania  by  the  sentence  of  a  fed- 
eral court  pronounced  at  Tren- 
ton on  the  30"  day  of  December 
1782.  T'»*4<e— fcegialatiye  and 
Kwemi^e-  au«h»fiti«»  of  lh< 
■*ate><  Panntylwi* 


Resolved  that  a  court  be  in- 
stituted according  to  Ibe  said 
ninth  article  of  the  Confederal 
lion  fordetcmiiningthe  private 
right  of  soil  within  the  said  ter- 
ritory so  far  as  the  same  is  by 
the  sd  article  submitted  to  the 
determination  of  such  a  court. 

lleaaU  aJ  That  the  4"  filon» 
day  in  June  next  b«  assigned 
for  the  appearance  of  the  par- 
ties by  their  lawful  agents  be- 
fore Congress  or  the  Commee 
of  Ihe  states  whexesoever  ibey 
shall  be  then  Mning. 


That 

notice  of  the  assignment  of  the 
sd  day  be  given  to  the  parties 
in  the  following  form 

To  the  claimants  of  the  pri- 
vate right  of  soil  within  the 
territory  Westward  of  the  Dela- 
ware heretofore  in  controversy 
between  the  states  of  Connecti- 
cut &  Pennsylvania  and  ad- 
judged 4o  ih»  toUw  by  the 
sentence  of  «4t4*Ml  court  «f 
Pewmylw  fco»  pronounced  at 
Trenton  on  the  30*  day  of 
Decern  b.  1783. 
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It  is  hereby  made  known  that 
pawtiiftnUo  iho  ^-flMte ti?' o<  ihe- 
Cowtedcfatiow — ihe  IjtfiiBlatirg 
fe  Kiiiwwttva  boditto  of  tlia  aUf 
p<  CowBiM*ttcm-oHii-  sundry  in- 
dividuals claimitig  private  right 
of  soil  under  the  state  of  Con* 
ncclicut  afillta  ■wn'<t  otntP  hovo 
niada  aptilisation  i»t  (mn^xiO* 
■w>tatii>e  within  the  territory 
Westward  of  the  Delaware  laie 
in  dispute  between  the  sd  slate 
&  that  of  Pennsylvania  have 
made  application  to  Congress 
stating  that  they  ad  ititiiyirfual* 
and  rtthQfi>glaiwiwet***daBBd»* 
g«H*i8  ffom  \)^%tA  Btatw  of  £<»»■ 
tnMi*wi*4  have  been  disturbed  in 
their  said  riftht  of  soil  by  others 
claiming  under  gtaiUft  fmm  the 
State  of  PenasylvA  and  praying 
for  the  institution  of  acourt  for 
determining  the  private  right 
of  soil  in  pursuance  of  the 
sd  9'^  article  of  the  Confedn ; 
and  that  the  V^  Monday  in  June 
next  is  assigned  for  the  appear- 
ance of  the  Cwtneetieut  ht  ad 
oioion  irf  P«i>n«ylv<if>ia  oftd  Cftn* 
twatiem  parties  by  their  lawful 
agents  before  Congress  or  a 
Commee  of  the  states  whereso- 
ever they  shall  be  then  sitting, 
to  proceed  in  the  premises  as 
by  the^^Confcdn  is  directed. 
By  order  of  Congress 
Charles  Thomson 
Secretary 


It  is  hereby  made  known  thj 
sundry     individuals     claiming 
private  right  of  soil  under  the 
state  of  Connecticut  within  the 
said  territory  have  made  appli- 
cation to  Congress  stating  that 
tliey  have   been   disturbed  in 
their  said  right  of  soil  by  others, 
claiming    under    the    state    ofi 
Pennsylvania  &  praying  for  the 
institution  of  a  court  for  detcr-^ 
mining  the  said  private  right  of^ 
soil    in    pursuance    of  the  g^ 
article  of  Conrederation  :   and 
that  the  4*^   Monday  in   June 
next  is  assigned  for  the  appear- 
ance of  the  parties  by  their  law- 
ful agents  before  Coni^rc&s  or  a 
Commee  of  the  states  whereso- 
ever they  shall  be  then  sitUn^, 
to  proceed  in  the  premises 
by    the    Confederation    is    di- 
rected.    By  order  of  Congreai. 
Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 
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Resolved  that  the  sd  notice 
be  transmitted  by  the  Secretary 
to  the  Executives  of  the  states 
of  Connecticut  &  L<gialnriM« 
^ow<rB  Qf  tbw  itat»ttf  PeDosyl va 
with  a  request  that  they  take 
proper  measures  for  serving  the 
same  on  the  parties  interested 
under  their  states  respectively. 

The  Coromee  having  not  had 
time  to  go  through  so  much  of 
the  papers  referred  to  them  as 
relates  to  the  claim  of  the  sd 
state  of  Connecticut  to  territory 
Westward  of  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania beg  further  time  for 
that  purpose. 


Resolved  that  the  »d  notice 
be  transmitted  by  the  Secretary 
to  the  Executives  of  the  states 
of  Connecticut  &  Pennsylvania 
witK  a  request  that  they  take 
proper  measures  for  ha^'ing  the 
same  served  on  the  parties  in- 
terested undec  their  states  re- 
spectivcly. 

The  Commee  having  not  bad 
time  to  go  through  so  much  of 
the  matters  referred  to  them  as 
relates  to  the  claim  of  the  sd 
state  of  Connecticut  to  territory 
Westward  of  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania beg  further  time  for 
that  purpose. 


REPORT   ON    LETTER    FROM    JOHN    ALLAN.* 

[JuDuy  39,  1734.] 
The  Commee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  of  John  Allen 
of  Dec  35.  17S3  to  his  Excy  the  President  of  Congress  and  the 
papers  therein  inclosed  have  agreed  to  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved  that  a  copy  of  the  sd  letter  be  sent  to  the  Governor 
of  Massachusetts  with  a  recommendation  that  he  cause  enquiry 
to  be  made  whether  the  encroachments  therein  suggested  have 
been  actually  made  on  the  territories  of  the  Unit«4  Statei^of 
Massachusetts  by  the  subjects  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  from  the 
government  of  Nova  Scotia  and  4h*»  if  he  shall  find  ihtwiny 
such  10  have  been  made,  thii  he  send  a  representation  thereof 
to  the  British  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia  with  a  copy  of  the  Procla- 
mation of  the  United  States  of  the  14"'  inst.  (which  should  be 
inclosed  to  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts  for  that  purpose) 
requesting  him  in  a  friendly  manner  and  as  a  proof  of  that  dis* 
position  for  peace  and  harmony  which  should  subsist  between 

'  R«portnl  to  Congma  by  •  commitlee  contwltng  of  Jeflenoo,  Oagood,  ami 
WUliuatoB,  »Dd  wloptvd  Jan,  39tli.    The  nport  i*  tn  Jcflcnoo's  haadwiiliaK, 


neighboring  states  to  recall  the  9ot4  from  off  the  said  terHtorf  «| 
4hcsg-ptnoo  the  sd  subjects  or  his  Brituinic  Majesty  so  fauad  fc 

have  incroached  ihcicon  :  and  that  liie  Guv'  of  Massachusetts  be 
requested  to  infonu  Congre&s  of  his  proceedings  herein  &  the 
result  thereof. 


DRAFT   OF    REPORT   ON    A    COMMITTEE   OF   THE 


STATES. 


J.  Ml 


[JuuKry  30,  1 784. 1 
The  Commee  to  whom  was  referred  a  repon  on  the  powers  with 
which  a  Commee  of  the  States  should  be  vested  during  the  reccscj 
of  Congress  and  a  Motion  on  the  same  subject  haye  a^eed  to  the 
following  resohitions. 

Resolved  that  the  Commee  of  the  states  which  shall  be  appointed 
pursuant  to  the  9th  article  of  Con  federation  to  sit  in  the  recess  of 
Congress  for  conducting  the  business  of  the  United  States  shall  be' 
invested  with  the  powers  of  directing  the  determination  of  contro- 
versies concerning  the  private  right  of  soil  in  the  cases  &  accordingj 
to  the  mode  pointed  out  by  the  9th  article  of  the  Confederation,'' 
regulating  the  trade  and  managing  all  affairs  with  the  Indians  not 
members  of  any  of  the  states  : 

Regulating  the  post  offices  from  one  state  to  another  througboi 
all  the  United  Slates,  appointing  officers  of  the  land  forces  in  th4 
service  of  the  United  States,  except  only  the  commander  in  chi< 
and  regimental  officers : 

'  ConpcM beiog  the  eiccutiYc  of  the  Unite*!  St«[».  Ihc  cootinaooi 
Utntionaf  lfa«  gOTCmiiwnl  fcquifcd  that  it  ifaoulil  always  be  iu  Msaion.  To 
avoid  thia  latter  acccstity,  it  had  been  propoacd,  even  a*  eartjr  u  December, 
1775  (*^*  antf,  I,  496).  to  conilinite  a  commilleij  of  that  body  to  act  in  ita  i 
for  nftait)  purpM«i.  During  th«  war.  however,  the  i««slon*  w«n  ao  lenclb| 
thai  Ihe  need  wa»  not  a  pmsiag  one,  but  with  I)k  (cnninalioo  of  that,  the  dil 
cullies  oi  QbiaiDlng  a  ConjfreaB,  aod  the  oecdlewness  of  loaf  Haiooo.  oocc  nam' 
brov^t  the  question  to  the  fro&i.  SCMin  after  the  Congreia  met  In  Dec,  1783. 
■  oammitlee.  contJilIng  of  Jcfierton,  Otgood,  and  Sbennan.  vere  appointed 
to  report  on  the  nb}cct.  Forlhu  cammiltcc  Jeffcnoti  drafted  the  above  paper, 
but  Iwfore  it  wa«  pTeaentc<l  it  wa«  greatly  curtailed  and  duDged.  aa  Will  b« 
wen  bjr  comparing  it  with  the  report  ihnt  immediately  followi  it. 
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Appointing  the  officers  of  ihe  naval  forces : 

Commissioning  all  officers  whatever  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  : 

Making  rules  for  the  govornint.  &  regulation  of  the  sd  land  and 
naval  forces,  not  inconsistent  with  the  articles  of  war  established 
by  Congress  :  directing  the  operations  of  the  said  land  and  oaval 
forces  : 

Building,  buying  &  equipping  vessels  previously  agreed  by  Coo- 
gress  to  be  built,  bought  &  equipped  : 

Making  requisitions  from  the  states  for  their  quotas  of  men  & 
money  proportioned  on  them  by  Congress. 

Superintending  all  offices  appertaining  to  the  United  States^ 

Directing  and  controuling  the  application  of  money  in  the 
detail  according  to  the  general  appropriation  previously  made  by 
Congress : 

Supplying  all  vacancies  by  new  appointraeats  to  continue  in 
force  only  until  Congress  shall  make  the  final  api>0)ntmcnt8. 

Executing  in  general  the  resolutions,  orders,  and  Ordinances  of 
Congress : 

\torn\  bling  Congress  at  an  earlier  day  than  that  to  which  they 
shall  stand  adjourned,  if  the  publir  exigencies  shall  in  ihcir 
opinion  re^iuire  it. 

Provided  that  in  none  of  these  instances  they  repeal  or  contra- 
vene any  Ordinance  passed  by  Congress. 

Resolved  that  nine  members  shall  be  requisite  to  proceed  to 
business  :  and  that  no  question  except  for  adjourning  from  day  CD 
day,  shall  be  determined  without  the  concunrence  of  seven  votes  : 

That  the  President  of  Congress,  if  a  member  of  the  said  crom- 
mce,  and  if  not  a  member,  or  if  absent  at  any  time,  then  a  Chair- 
man to  be  chosen  by  themselves,  shall  preside  ;  the  President  or 
chairman  retaining  a  right  to  vote  : 

That  the  Secretary  &  other  officers  of  Congress  shall  attend  the 
sd.  Commee. 

That  they  shall  keep  an  accurate  journal  of  their  proceedings  to 
be  laid  before  Congress  : 

And  that  in  these  joumals  shall  be  entered  the  yeas  and  nays 
of  the  members  when  any  one  of  them  shall  have  desired  it  before 
the  question  be  put. 
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silver  in  the  Spanish  milled  dollars  of  different  dates  in  circula- 
tion with  us  :  from  the  best  assays  which  have  been  made. 

To  enquire  in  like  manner  into  the  fineness  of  nil  other  the 
coins  which  may  be  found  in  circulation  within  these  States. 

To  report  to  the  Commee  the  result  of  these  enquiries  by  them 
to  be  laid  before  Congress 

To  appoint  also  proper  persons  to  enquire  what  are  the  propor- 
tions between  the  values  of  tine  gold  &  fine  silver  at  the  markets 
of  the  several  countries  with  which  we  are  or  probably  may  be 
connected  in  commerce,  &-  what  would  be  a  proper  proportion 
here,  having  regard  to  the  average  of  their  values  at  those  mar- 
kets &  to  other  circumstances,  &  to  report  the  same  to  the 
Commee  by  them  to  be  laid  before  Congress. 

To  prepare  an  Ordinance  for  establishing  the  Unit  of  money 
within  these  states,  for  subdividing  it,  &  for  striking  coins  of 
gold,  silver,  &  copper  on  the  following  principles. 

That  the  money  Unit  of  these  states  shall  be  equal  in  value  to 
a  Spanish  milled  dollar  containing  so  much  line  silver  as  the 
enquiry  before  directed  shall  shew  to  be  contained  on  an  average 
in  dollars  of  the  several  dates  in  circulation  with  us. 

That  the  Unit  shall  be  divided  into  fractions  decimally  ex- 
pressed. 

That  there  shall  be  a  coin  of  silver  of  the  value  of  an  Unit 
one  other  of  the  same  metal  of  the  value  of  one  tenth  of 

an  Unit. 
one  other  of  copper  of  the  value  of  the  Hundredth  of  an 
Unit. 

That  there  shall  be  a  coin  of  gold  of  the  value  of  ten  Units, 
according  to  the  report  before  directed  &  (he  judgment  of  the 
Commee  thereon. 

That  for  the  convenience  of  paiment  there  shall  also  be  a 
gold  coin  of  5.  Units  &  silver  coins  of  ^  ^  &  xlv  ^*^* 

That  the  alloy  of  the  sd  coins  of  gold  &  silver  shall  be  equal  in 
weight  to  one  eleventh  part  of  the  5nc  metal. 

That  there  be  proper  devices  for  these  coins. 

That  measures  be  proposed  for  preventing  their  diminution  & 
also  their  currency  &  that  of  any  others  when  diminished. 

That  the  several  foreign  coins  be  described  &  classed  in  the  ad 
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Ordinance,  the  fioeoeu  of  eacb  class  stated,  &  tt'i  ralue  by 
weight  estimated  in  Units  &  fractioos  of  Units  decimally  es- 
pres&cd. 

And  that  the  sd  draught  of  an  Ordinance  be  reported  to 
Congre&s  at  their  next  meeting  for  iheir  consideration  & 
determination. 


REPORT  ON  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  STATES.' 


cc 


The  Commee.  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  on  the  powers  with 
which  a  Commee  of  the  states  should  be  vested  during  the  recess 
of  Congress  and  a  Motion  on  the  same  subject  have  agreed  to 
the  following  resolutions, 

RcsoK'cd  that  the  Commee.  of  the  states  which  shall  be  ap- 
pointed [lursuant  to  the  9th.  article  of  Confederation  and  per- 
petual union  to  sit  in  the  recess  of  Congress  for  transacting  the 
business  of  the  United  States  shall  possess  all  the  powers  which 
may  be  exercised  by  seven  States  in  Congress  assembled,  except 
those  of  Bending  Ambassadors,  Ministers,  Envoys,  resident-Con- 
suls or  Agents  to  foreign  Countries  or  couns :  establishing  niles  for 
deciding  what  captures:  on  land  or  water  shall  be  legal  &  in  what 
manner  prizes  taken  by  land  or  naval  forces  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  divided  or  appropriated. 

Establishing  courts  for  receiving  &  determining  finally  appeals 
in  cases  of  capture,  constituting  courts  for  deciding  disputes  & 
differences  arising  between  two  or  more  states  :  fixing  the  stand- 
ard of  weights  &  measures  for  the  United  States :  changing 
the  rate  of  postage  on  the  papers  passing  through  the  post  offices 
established  by  Congress,  and  of  repealing  or  contravening  any  Or- 
dinance or  Act  passed  by  Congress. 

Resolved  that  no  question  except  for  adjourning  from  day  to 

'  Endoncd:  "  No.  3^  Kcporl  Mr.  Jeflenon,  Mr.  Oagood,  Mr.  Shcnnan, 
On  powen  of  *  com**  of  ihc  Sute*  In  rec«u  of  Con|[r«u :  Delivered  30  J»n» 
i;a4.     EfiH  R«ftd  May  »7.     Potlponcd  lo  39.  May.     P«»'(l  Miy  99!   \tA*' 

Dy  the  Jommati  ol  Coocrcu  it  ftppcare  ihit  dih  plia  wu  detmtcd  April  a6di 
(vDdct  which  date  tlMplan  bprinted).aiidonMay  37tb,  u-hile  iha  plan  tstuUy 
adopted  is  prfnted  aikder  May  89,  1784.  !>ee  amU,  pagtjSS.  and  Jdl«(iOB*« 
AltMii>ffU/»j'{l.  75). 
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day  shall  be  determiDed  without  the  concurreDce  of  nine  votes. 
That  a  chairman  to  be  chosen  by  the  Committee  shall  preside. 
That  the  officers  of  Congress  when  required  shall  attend  on  the 
sd.  Comnice.  That  the  Committee  shall  keep  a  journal  of  their 
proceedings  to  be  laid  before  Congress  and  that  in  these  journals, 
which  shall  be  published  monthly  &  transmitted  to  the  executives 
of  the  several  Suies,  shall  be  entered  the  yeas  &  nays  of  the 
members  when  any  one  of  them  shall  have  desired  it  before  the 
question  be  put 


TO   THE   SUPERINTEKDENT    OF    FINANCE.'       J.  Mss. 
(gOBERT  HOKBIS.) 

[Febniary  I.  1794I 

A  grand  Committee  of  Congress  is  now  engaged 
in  preparing  estimates  of  the  necessary  federal  ex- 
penses of  the  present  year  from  the  first  to  the  last 
day  of  it  inclusive  and  of  the  articles  of  interest  on 
the  public  debts  foreign  &  domestic  which  call  in- 
dispensably for  immediate  provision  while  the  im- 
post proposed  ultimately  for  their  discharge  shall  be 
on  it's  passage  through  the  states ;  these  estimates 
are  to  lead  to  a  new  requisition  of  money  from  the 
states,  but  the  coramee  have  hopes  that  this  new 
requisition  may  be  lessened  if  not  altogether  dis- 
pensed with  provided  a  full  compliance  can  be  ob- 
tained with  the  former  requisitions  of  Nov.  2.  r/Si 
for  8  millions  of  dollars  &  of  Octob.  10  1782  for  2 
millions  of  dollars.  They  suppose  that  the  requisn  of 
S  millions  was  greater  than  all  the  objects  of  it  did 
in  event  require.     They  suppose  further  that  some 

'  Horrii'  reply  U  printed  In  the  Sporkx'  DiftfmatU  dr rtifcmJfHee.  xii.  46ft, 
and  tn  Wharton'i  RevohUianaty  DifUmatit  Carrt^Mtdemet,  vi,  774 ;  tnit 
Ddlbcr  work  prints  Ihb  letter. 
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of  these  objects  have  been  transferred  to  other  funds. 
Of  course  there  will  be  a  surplus  remaining  after  all 
the  demands  against  this  requisition  which  have  been 
paid  &  payable  out  of  this  fund.  In  like  manner  a 
m  having  been  part  of  6  miil^,  estimated  on  a  war 
establmt  and  peace  taking  place  immediately  after, 
they  expect  a  surplus  may  remain  on  this  also  after 
all  paiments  made  &  to  be  made  out  of  it  These 
surplusses  which  will  be  reached  by  no  former  appro- 
priation &  which  are  therefore  fairly  open  to  be 
newly  appropriated  they  ask  of  you  to  estimate  ac- 
cording to  the  best  of  your  information,  that  they 
may  see  how  far  an  enforcement  of  them  will  go 
toward  supplying  the  demands  of  the  current  year  : 
but  that  they  may  know  how  to  call  on  the  several 
states  to  pay  up  their  deficiencies,  it  will  be  necessary 
also  for  you  to  inform  them  what  proportion  of  these 
recj^uisitions  had  been  paid  up  by  each  state  to  the  1st 
day  of  Jan.  1784^ 

Another  object  claimed  the  attention  of  the 
Commee.  By  a  vote  of  Sept  4,  J  782,  1,300,000 
Dollars  were  required  from  the  states  for  the 
special  purpose  of  paying  interest,  witli  a  permission 
to  them  to  pay  first  out  of  their  quotas  the  interest 
on  loan  office  certificates  and  other  liquidated  debts, 
loaned  or  contracted  in  their  own  states,  so  that  the 
balance  only  was  to  be  remitted  to  the  Continental 
Treasury.  Have  any  such  balances  been  remitted,  or 
have  you  any  information  how  far  the  several  states 
have  proceeded,  in  compliance  to  comply  with  this 
requisition  by  paim' of  interest  within  their  own  state? 
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Or  loan  office  certificates  ?  If  you  have  we  shall  be 
obliged  to  you  for  it. 

A  former  commee  had  been  appointed  to  revise 
the  civil  list  and  to  adapt  it  to  the  change  of  circum- 
stances which  peace  has  induced.  They  have  gone 
through  that  work  &  reported  except  so  far  as  it 
relates  to  the  department  of  Finance,  by  which  I 
mean  to  include  the  establishments  of  in  the  several 
offices  of  the  Superintend*-,  Comptroller,  Auditor, 
Register,  Treasurer,  &  the  Commers.  for  settling  the 
accts  in  the  several  states,  and  the  accts  of  the  Staff 
departments.  They  hope  from  your  letter  in  answer 
to  one  written  you  by  Dr.  Williamson  their  chairman 
that  you  are  turning  your  attention  to  this  subject 
and  that  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  inform  them 
whether  any  of  the  offices  or  officers  may  be  dis- 
pensed with  under  present  circumstances  so  as  to 
lessen  it's  expenses  without  endangering  more  sub- 
stantial loss,  a  true  &  laudable  oeconomy  being  their 
object  I  take  the  liberty  of  mentioning  this  subject 
to  you  only  because  the  Grand  Commee  under  whose 
instructions  I  write  to  you,  will  of  course  be  delayed 
in  their  estimates  till  the  other  commee  shall  have 
made  a  full  report  on  the  civil  list. 

With  you  I  know  it  is  unnecessary  to  urge  as  early 
an  answer  as  is  practicable  and  have  therefore  only 
to  add  assurances  of  the  sincere  respect  &  esteem 
with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c 
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TO   JAMES    HADtSON. 


UjU>.  um. 


Annai-ous,  Feb.  90.  1784. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  favour  of  the  i  ith  inst.  came  to 
hand  this  day.  I  had  prepared  a  multitude  of  memons 
of  subjects  whereon  to  write  you,  but  I  will  first 
answer  those  arising  from  your  letter.  By  the  time 
my  order  got  to  Philadelphia  every  copy  of  Smith's 
history  of  New  York  was  sold,  I  shall  take  care  to 
get  Blair's  lectures  for  you  as  soon  as  published,  and 
will  attend  to  your  presumed  wishes  whenever  I  meet 
with  anything  rare  &  of  worth.  I  wish  I  knew  better 
what  things  of  this  kind  you  have  collected  for  your- 
self, as  I  may  often  doubt  whether  you  have  or  have 
not  a  thing.  I  know  of  no  objections  to  the  printing 
the  revisal ;  on  the  contrary  I  think  good  will  result 
from  it.  Should  this  be  decided  I  must  make  a  short 
trip  to  Virginia,  as  from  the  loss  of  originals  I  believe 
my  copies  must  often  be  wanting.' 

I  had  never  met  with  the  particular  fact  relative  to 
the  grinders  of  the  incognitum  found  in  Brasil  & 
Lima  &  deposited  in  the  British  Museum,  which  you 
mention  from  Dr.  Hunter.  I  know  it  has  been  said 
that  in  a  very  few  instances  such  bones  have  been 
found  in  S.  America.  You  will  find  a  collection  of 
these  in  2.  BufF.  Epoq.  de  la  Nature,  187.  But  they 
have  been  so  illy  attested,  so  loosely  &  ignorantJy 
described,  and  so  seldom  even  pretended  to  have 
been  seen,  that  I  have  supposed  their  identity  with 
the  Northern  bones,  &  perhaps  tlieir  existence  at  all 
not  sufficiently  established.    The  authority  of  Hunter 
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is  respectable  :  but  if  this  be  the  only  well  attested 
instance  of  those  bones  brought  from  S.  Amera,  they 
may  still  be  believed  to  have  been  first  carried  there 
either  previous  to  the  emigration  of  the  Spaniards 
when  there  was  doubtless  a.  communication  between 
the  Ind"-  of  the  two  continents,  or  after  that  emigra- 
tion, when  an  intercourse  between  the  Spaniards  of 
N.  &  S.  Amcra  took  place.  It  would  be  unsafe  to 
deny  the  fact ;  but  I  think  it  may  well  be  doubted. 
I  wish  you  had  a  thermometer.  Mr.  Madison  of  the 
college  &  myself  are  keeping  observations  for  a  com- 
parison of  climate.  We  observe  at  sunrise  &  at  four 
o'clock  P.  M.,  which  are  the  coldest  &  warmest 
points  of  the  day.  If  you  could  observe  at  the  same 
time  it  would  show  the  difference  between  going 
North  &  Northwest  on  this  continent  I  suspect  it 
to  be  colder  in  Orange  or  Albemarle  than  here. 

I  think  I  informed  you  in  my  last  that  an  attempt 
had  been  made  to  ratify  the  Definitive  treaty  by 
seven  states  only,  and  to  impose  this  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  our  seal  (without  letting  our  actual  state 
appear)  on  the  British  court.  Reade,  Williamson  & 
Lee  were  violent  for  this,  and  gave  notice  that  when 
the  question  should  be  put  they  would  call  the  yeas 
&  nays,  &  shew  by  whose  fault  the  ratification  of  this 
important  instrument  should  fail,  if  it  should  fail.  I 
prepared  the  inclosed  resolution  by  way  of  protest  &. 
informed  them  I  would  place  that  also  on  the  jour- 
nals with  the  yeas  &  nays  as  a  justification  of  those 
who  opposed  the  proposition.  I  believe  this  put  a 
stop  to  iL     They  suffered  the  question  to  rest  unde- 
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cided  till  the  14th  of  Jan.  when  9  states  appeared  & 
ratified.  Colo.  Harmer  &  Colo.  Franks  were  imme- 
diately dispatched  to  take  pasages  to  Europe  with 
copies  of  the  ratification.  But  by  the  extraordinary 
severity  of  the  season,  we  know  they  had  not  sailed 
on  the  7th.  inst.  The  ratification  will  not  therefore 
arrive  in  time.  Being  persuaded  I  shall  be  misrepre- 
sented within  my  own  state,  if  any  difficulties  should 
arise,  I  inclose  you  a  copy  of  the  protest  containing 
my  reasons.  Had  the  question  been  put  there  were 
but  two  states  who  would  have  voted  for  a  ratification 
by  seven.  The  others  would  have  been  in  the  negative 
or  divided. — I  find  Congress  every  moment  stopped 
by  questions  whether  the  most  trifling  money  propo* 
sitions  are  not  above  the  powers  of  seven  states  as 
being  appropriations  of  money.  My  idea  is  that  the 
estimate  for  the  year  &  requisition  grounded  on  that, 
whereon  the  sums  to  be  allowed  to  each  department 
are  stated,  is  the  general  appropriation  which  requires 
9  states,  &  that  the  detailing  it  out  provided  they  do 
not  go  beyond  these  sums  may  be  done  by  the  subor- 
dinate officers  of  the  federal  government  or  by  a  Con- 
gress of  7  states.  I  wish  you  to  think  of  this  &  give 
me  your  thoughts  on  the  subject. — We  have  as  yet 
no  Sec*:  of  Foreign  affairs.  Lee  avows  himself  a 
candidate — The  plan  of  Foreign  affairs  likely  to  take 
place  is  to  commission  Adams,  Franklin  &  Jay  to  con- 
clude treaties  with  the  several  European  powers,  and 
then  to  return,  leaving  the  field  to  subordinate  char- 
acters. Mess'*  Adams  &  Jay  have  paid  a  visit  to  the 
court   of   London    unordered   &   uninvited.      Their 
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reception  has  been  forbidding.  Luzerne  leaves  in 
August  Whether  recalled  or  on  his  own  request  is 
not  known.  This  Information  comes  from  himself, 
tho'  is  not  as  yet  known  [?J  oi  public kly.  Lea  finding 
no  faction  among  the  737  here,  entered  into  that 
among  the  S64.  737.  which  rages  to  a  very  high 
degree.  A  trial  being  appointed  by  the  one  party 
on  a  certain  761,  he  undertook  to  792  one,  and  fixed 
it  on  precisely  the  same  761.  This  of  course  has 
placed  him  in  the  midst  of  the  mud.  He  is  Sex  302. 
885.  409-  941  a  312.  730.  784.  561.  727.  of  551.  675 
and  of  655,  32a  187  expectation.  I  have  no  doubt 
from  some  conversations  with  him,  that  there  is  a 
design  agitating  to  sever  the  western  1090.  278  and 
add  it  to  this  stale.  He  supported  in  conversation 
with  me  the  propriety  &  necessity  of  such  a  general 
measure,  to  wit,  of  enlarging  the  small  states  to 
interest  them  in  the  1104.  162.  130.  He  deserves  to 
be  well  switched  in  our  state.  He  is  extremely 
soured  with  it,  and  is  not  cautious  in  betraying  his 
hostility  against  it.  We  cannot  make  up  a  Congress 
at  all.  There  are  8  stales  in  town  6  of  which  are 
represented  by  two  members  only.  Of  these  two 
members  of  different  states  are  confined  by  the 
gout,  so  that  we  cannot  make  a  house.  We  have 
not  sat  above  3  days  I  believe  in  as  many  weeks. 
Admonition  after  admonition  has  been  sent  to  the 
states,  to  no  effect.  We  have  sent  one  to-day.  If 
it  fails,  it  seems  as  well  we  should  all  retire.  There 
have  never  been  9  states  on  the  floor  but  for  ihe  rati- 
fication of  the  treaty  and  a  day  or  two  after. — George- 
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town  languishes.  The  smile  is  hardly  covered  now 
when  the  federal  towns  are  spoken  of.  I  fear  that 
our  chance  is  at  this  time  desperate.  Our  object  there- 
fore must  be  if  we  fail  in  an  effort  to  remove  to  George- 
town to  endeavor  then  to  get  to  some  place  off  the 
waters  of  the  Chesapeak  where  we  may  be  ensured 
against  Congress  considering  themselves  as  fixed. 
My  present  expectations  arc.  that  as  soon  as  we  get 
a  Congress  to  do  business,  we  shall  attend  to  nothing 
but  the  most  pressing  matters,  get  through  them  & 
adjourn,  not  to  meet  again  till  November,  leaving  a 
Commce  of  the  States.  That  Commcc  will  be  obliged 
to  go  immediately  to  Philadelphia  to  examine  the 
offices  &  of  course  they  will  sit  there  till  the  meeting 
in  November.  Whether  that  meeting  will  be  in 
Philadelphia  or  Trenton  wiU  be  the  question  and  will 
in  my  opinion  depend  on  the  vote  of  New  York\lf\. 
Did  not  you  once  suppose  in  conversation  with  me 
that  Congress  had  no  authority  Co  decide  any  ca.ses 
between  two  differing  states,  except  those  of  disputed 
territory?  I  think  you  did.  If  I  am  not  mistaken  in 
this,  I  should  wish  to  know  your  good  sense  of  the 
words  which  describe  those  cases  which  may  be  sub- 
mitted to  a  federal  court  They  seem  to  me  to 
comprehend  every  cause  of  difference. 

We  have  received  the  act  of  our  assembly  ceding 
the  lands  north  of  Ohio  &  are  about  executing  a  deed 
for  it.  I  think  the  territory*  will  be  laid  out  by  pass- 
ing a  meridian  through  the  western  cape  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Gr.  Kanhaway  from  the  Ohio  to  L. 
Erie,  and  another  through  the  rapids  of  Ohio  from 


the  same  river  to  Michigan  &  crossing  these  by  the 
parallels  of  latitude  37°  39°  41"  Hic,  allowing  to  each 
state  an  extent  of  2"  from  n.  to  south.  On  the  Eastern 
side  of  the  merid"  of  Kanhaway  will  still  be  one 
new  state,  to  wit,  the  territorj'  lying  between  that 
meridian,  Pennsylva,  the  Ohio  &  L.  Erie.  We  hope 
N.  Carola  will  cede  all  beyond  the  same  meridian  of 
Kanhaway  &  Virginia  also.  For  God's  sake  push 
this  at  the  next  session  of  assembly.  We  have  trans- 
mitted a  copy  of  a  petition  from  the  people  of  Ken- 
tucky to  Congress  praying  to  be  separated  from 
Virginia.  Congress  took  no  notice  of  it.  We  sent 
the  copy  to  the  Governor  desiring  it  to  be  laid  before 
the  Assembly.  Our  view  was  to  bring  on  the  ques- 
tion. It  is  for  the  interest  of  Virginia  to  cede  so  far 
immediately,  because  the  people  beyond  that  will 
separate  themselves,  because  they  will  be  joined  by 
all  our  settlements  beyond  the  Alleghany  if  they  are 
the  first  movers.  Whereas  if  we  draw  the  line,  those 
at  Kentucky  having  their  end  will  not  interest  them- 
selves for  the  people  of  Indiana,  Greenbriar  &c  who 
will  of  course  be  left  to  our  management,  and  I  can 
with  certainty  almost  say  that  Congress  would  ap- 
prove of  the  meridian  of  the  mouth  of  the  Kanhaway 
and  consider  it  as  the  ultimate  point  to  be  desired 
from  Virginia.  I  form  this  opinion  from  conversa- 
tion with  many  members.  Should  we  not  be  the  first 
movers,  and  the  Indianians  &  Kentuckians  take 
themselves  off  and  claim  to  the  Alleghany  I  am  afraid 
Congress  would  secretly  wish. them  well.  Virginia  is 
extremely  interested  to  retain  to  that  meridian,   i. 
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because  the  Gr.  Kanhaway  runs  from  north  to  south 
across  our  whole  county,  forming  by  its  waters  a  belt 
of  fine  land,  which  will  be  thickly  seated  &  will  form 
a  strong  barrier  for  us.  2.  Because  the  countr)*  for 
180  miles  beyond  that  Is  an  absolute  desart.  barren 
&  mountainous,  which  can  never  be  inhabited,  &  will 
therefore  be  a  fine  separation  between  us  &  the 
next  state.  3.  Because  the  government  of  Virginia 
is  more  convenient  to  the  people  on  all  the  upper 
parts  of  Kanhaway  than  any  other  whicii  will  be  laid 
out.  4.  Because  our  lead  mines  are  In  that  country*. 
5.  Because  the  Kanhaway  is  capable  of  being  made 
navigable  and  therefore  gives  entrance  into  the 
western  waters  to  every  part  of  our  latitude.  6.  Be- 
cause it  is  not  now  navigable  &  can  only  be  made  so 
by  expensive  works,  which  require  that  we  should 
own  the  soil  on  both  sides.  7.  Because  the  Ohio, 
and  it's  branches  which  head  up  against  the  Patow- 
mac  affords  the  shortest  water  communication  by  500 
miles  of  any  which  can  ever  be  got  between  the 
western  waters  &  Atlantic,  &  of  course  promises  us 
almost  a  monopoly  of  the  western  &  Indian  trade 
I  think  the  opening  this  navigation  is  an  object  on 
which  no  time  is  to  be  losL  Pennsylva  is  attending 
to  the  Western  commerce.  She  has  had  surveys 
made  of  the  river  Susquehanna  and  of  the  grounds 
thro'  which  a  canal  must  pass  to  go  directly  to  Phila- 
delphia. It  is  reported  practicable  at  an  expense  of 
^200,000  and  they  have  determined  to  open  it. 
What  an  example  this  is  \  If  we  do  not  push  this 
matter  immediately  they  will  be  beforehand  with  us 
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&  get  possession  of  the  commerce.  And  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  turn  it  from  a  channel  In  which  it  is  once 
established.  Could  not  our  assembly  be  induced  to 
lay  a  particular  tax  whicli  should  bring  in  5  or 
10,000^  a  year  to  be  applied  till  the  navigation  of 
the  Ohio  &  Patowmac  is  opened,  then  James  river  & 
so  on  through  the  whole  successively.  Gen'l  Wash- 
ington has  that  of  the  Patowmac  much  at  heart  The 
superintendance  of  it  would  be  a  noble  amusement  in 
his  retirement  &  leave  a  monument  of  him  a.s  long 
as  the  waters  should  flow.  I  am  of  opinion  he 
would  accept  of  the  direction  as  long  as  the  money 
should  be  to  be  emploicd  on  the  Patowmac,  8: 
the  popularity  of  his  name  would  carry  it  thro'  the 
assembly.  The  portage  between  Yohogania  &  the 
N.  branch  of  Patowmac  is  of  40  or  50  miles.  Cheat 
river  is  navigable  far  up.  It's  head  is  within  10 
miles  of  the  head  of  the  North  branch  of  Patowmac 
&  1  am  informed  offers  the  shortest  &  best  portage. 
— I  wish  in  the  next  election  of  delegates  for  Con- 
gress, Short  could  be  sent.  His  talents  are  great  & 
his  weight  in  our  state  must  ere  long  become  prin- 
cipal 1  see  the  best  effects  produced  by  sending  our 
young  statesmen  here.  They  see  the  affairs  of  the 
Confederacy  from  a  high  ground  ;  they  learn  the 
importance  of  the  Union  &  befriend  federal  measures 
when  they  return.  Those  who  never  come  here,  see 
our  aff'airs  insulated,  pursue  a  system  of  jealousy  & 
self  interest,  and  distract  the  Union  as  much  as  they 
can.  Gen'l  Gates  would  supply  Short's  place  in  the 
council  ver>'  well,  and  would  act.     He  is  now  here. 
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What  will  you  do  with  the  council  ?  They  are  ex- 
pensive, and  not  constantly  nor  often  necessary : 
yet  to  drop  them  would  be  wrong.  I  think  you  had 
better  require  their  attendance  twice  a  year  to 
examine  the  Executive  Department,  &  see  that  it  be 
going  on  rightly,  advise  on  that  subject  the  Governor, 
or  inform  the  legislature  as  they  shall  see  occasion. 
Give  them  50  guineas  each  for  each  trip,  fill  up  only 
5  of  the  places,  and  let  them  be  always  subject  to 
summons  on  great  emergencies  by  the  Governor,  on 
which  occasions  their  expences  only  should  be  paid. 
At  an  expence  of  500  guineas  you  will  then  preserve 
this  member  of  the  constitution  always  fit  for  use. 
Young  &  ambitious  men  will  leave  it  &  go  into  the 
Assembly,  but  the  elderly  &  able  who  have  retired 
from  the  legislative  field  as  too  turbulent  will  accept 
of  the  offices. — Among  other  legislative  subjects  our 
distresses  ask  notice.  I  had  been  from  home  four 
months  &  had  expended  1200  Dollars  before  I  re- 
ceived one  farthing.  By  the  last  post  we  received 
about  seven  weeks'  allowance.  In  the  meantime 
some  of  us  had  had  the  mortification  to  have  our 
horses  turned  out  of  the  Uvery  stable  for  want  of 
money.  There  is  really  no  standing  this.  The 
supply  gives  us  no  relief  because  it  was  mortgaged. 
We  are  trying  to  get  something  more  effectual  from 
the  treasury,  having  sent  an  express  to  inform  tliera 
of  our  predicament.  I  shall  endeavour  to  place  as 
much  in  the  Philadelphia  bank  as  will  repay  your 
kindness,  unless  you  should  alter  your  mind  & 
chuse  to  take  it  in  the   Virginia  treasury. — 1    have 


hunted  out  Chatellux  journal  &  had  a  reading 
of  it.  I  had  never  so  falsely  estimated  the  char- 
acter of  a  book.  There  are  about  six  sen- 
tences of  offensive  bagatelles,  which  are  all  of 
them  publicly  known,  because  having  respected 
individual  characters  they  were  like  carrion  for  the 
buzzard  curiosity.  All  the  rest  of  the  book  (and  it 
is  a  4*"  of  iS6  pages)  is  either  entertaining,  or  in- 
structive &  would  be  highly  flattering  to  the  Ameri- 
cans. He  has  visited  all  the  principal  fields  of 
battle,  enquired  minutely  into  the  detail  of  the 
actions,  &  has  given  what  are  probably  the  best 
accounts  extant  of  them.  He  often  finds  occasion  to 
criticise  &  to  deny  the  British  accounts  from  an 
inspection  of  the  ground.  I  think  to  write  to  him 
recommend  the  expunging  the  few  exceptionable 
passages  &  publication  of  the  rest, — I  have  had  an 
opportunity  here  of  examining  Bynkershoek's  works. 
There  are  about  a  fourth  part  of  them  which  you 
would  like  to  have.  They  are  the  following  tracts. 
Questiones  juris  publici — de  lege  Rhoded — de  do- 
minio  maris— du  Juge  conopetent  des  Ambassadeurs, 
for  this  last  if  not  the  rest  has  been  translated  into 
French  with  notes  by  Barbeyrae.  I  have  had  from 
Boirod  &  Gaillard  a  copy  of  Musscnbrocck's  cours 
de  Physique.  It  is  certainly  the  most  comprehensive 
&  most  accurate  body  of  Nat'  Philosophy  which  has 
been  ever  published.  I  would  recommend  to  you  to 
get  it,  or  1  will  get  that  and  any  other  books  you 
want  from  Boirod  or  elsewhere.  I  hope  you  have 
found  access  to  my  library.     I  beg  you  to  make  free 
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use  of  it.  Key,  the  steward  is  living  there  now  &  of 
course  will  be  always  in  the  way.  Monroe  is  buying 
land  almost  adjoining  me.  Short  will  do  the  same. 
What  would  I  not  give  [if]  you  could  fall  into  the 
circle.  With  such  a  society  I  could  once  more 
venture  home  &  lay  myself  up  for  the  residue  of 
life,  quitting  all  it's  contentions  which  grow  daily 
more  and  more  insupportable.  Think  of  it.  To 
render  it  practicable  only  requires  you  to  think  it  so. 
Life  is  of  no  value  but  as  it  brings  us  gratifications. 
Among  the  most  valuable  of  these  is  rational  society. 
It  informs  the  mind,  sweetens  the  temper,  chears  our 
spirits,  and  promotes  health.  There  is  a  little  farm 
of  140  a*  adjoining  me.  &  within  two  miles,  all  of 
good  land,  tho'  old,  with  a  small  indifferent  house  on 
it,  the  whole  worth  not  more  than  ;^250.  Such  a  one 
might  be  a  farm  of  experiment  &  support  a  little 
table  &  household.  It  is  on  the  road  to  Orange  &  so 
much  nearer  than  I  am.  It  Is  convenient  enough  for 
supplementary  supplies  from  thence.  Once  more 
think  of  it,  and  Adieu. 


DRAFT    OF    DEED    OF   CESSION  OF  NORTUWEST 
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[Miircli  1, 1784-] 
To  all  who  shall  w;e  these  presents  we  [hcrcname  the  delegates] 
the  underwritten  delegates  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  send  greeting. 

Whereas  the  general  assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia 
at  their  tessions  begun  on  the  ao*^  day  of  Octub.  1783,  passed  an 

'  The  deed  at  finally  executed  is  in  the  yptirmaU  »/  C^Hgrttt  for  Match  l. 
17S4.     Tfals  roofth  dnft  i<  in  jelTeraoii's  hudwritinc. 


J7«4] 


THOifAS  JEFFERSON. 


407 


Act  cntituled  *  An  act  to  authorise  the  delegates  &^' — in  these 
words  following  to  wit  'Whereas  the  Congress  A:c.'  [reciting  the 
act  verbatim,] 

And  whereas  the  sd  General  Assembly  by  their  Resolution  of 
June  6'^  lyS,^,  had  constituted  &  appointed  us  the  sd  A.  B.  C. 
&'  delegates  lo  represent  the  sd  Commonwealth  in  Congress  for 
one  year  from  the  fir&i  Monday  in  November  then  next  following, 
which  resolution  remains  in  full  force. 

Now  therefore  know  ye  that  we  the  sd  A.  B.  C.  &*  by  virtue  of 
the  power  &  authority,  committed  to  us  by  the  act  of  the  sd. 
General  Assembly  of  Virginia  before  recited,  and  in  the  name  & 
for  &  on  behalf  of  the  sd  Commonwealth  do  by  these  present* 
convey,  transfer,  assign,  &  make  over  unto  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled  for  the  benefit  of  the  sd  States,  Virginia  in- 
clusive, all  right,  title  &  claim  as  well  of  soil  as  of  jurisdiction 
which  the  sd.  Commonwealth  hath  to  the  terrilor)-  or  tract  of 
country  within  the  limits  of  the  Virginia  charter,  situate,  lying  & 
being  to  the  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio  to  and  for  the  uses  &: 
purposes  and  on  the  conditions  of  the  sd  recited  act. 

in  testimony  whereof  we  have  hereunto  subscribed  our  ixamcs 
and  affixed  our  seals  in  Congress  the  day  of  in 

the  year  of  our  lord  1784,  and  of  the  independance  of  the  United 
States  the  eighth. 

Signed,  sealed  and 
delivered  in  presence  of 


REPORT  ON    GOVERNMENT  FOR  WESTERN    TERRITORY.' 

C,  K, 

pMirdb  I.  1784.] 
The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  (or  the  temporary 
Government  of  the  Western  territory  have  agreed  to  the  following 
rcioIutioDS  : 


'  Eadoned:  "Rrpoftof  Mr.  JclTcrMd,  Mr.Cliaw.Mr.  tlowell.  Tempormrjr 
Geventm' of  Weitem  Cmtnlry  Deltvercl  1  Much  17&4.  EaH— R«d. — 
Murb  3.     Monday  neat  iMigned  for  the  coiuiderKtion  of  ilut  report.     March 
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Resolved  that  the  territory  ceded  or  to  be  ceded  by  lodividusl 
Slates  to  the  United  States  whensoever  the  same  shall  have  been 
purchased  of  the  Indian  Inhabitants  &.  olTcred  for  sale  by  the 
U.  S.  shall  be  formed  into  distinct  States  bounded  in  tli«  follow- 
ing manner  as  nearly  as  such  ccHsions  wnll  admit,  that  is  lo  say  ; 
Northwardly  &  Southwardly  by  parallels  of  latitude  so  that  each 
state  shall  comprehend  from  South  to  North  two  degrees  of  lati- 
tude beginning  to  count  from  the  completion  of  thirty-one  degrees 
North  of  the  equator,  but  any  territory  Northwardly  of  the  47* 
degree  shall  make  part  of  the  state — next  below,  and  Eastwardly 
&  Westwardly  they  shall  be  bounded,  those  on  the  Mississippi  by 
that  river  on  one  side  and  the  meridian  of  the  lowest  point  of  the 
rapids  of  Ohio  on  the  other  ;  and  those  adjoining  on  the  East  by 
the  same  meridian  on  their  Western  side,  and  on  their  costeni  by 
the  meridian  of  the  Western  cape  of  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Kan* 
hnway.  And  the  territory  eastward  of  this  last  meridian  between 
the  Ohio,  Lake  Erie  &  Pennsylvania  shall  be  one  state. 

That  the  settlers  within  the  territor)'  so  to  be  purchased  ft 
offered  for  sale  shall,  either  on  their  own  petition,  or  on  the  order 
of  Congress,  receive  authority  from  them,  with  appointments  of 
time  and  place  for  their  free  males  of  full  age  to  meet  together  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  a  temporary  government,  to  adopt  the 
constitution  &  laws  of  any  one  of  these  states,  so  thai  such  lawi 
nevertheless  shall  be  subject  to  alteration  by  iheir  ordinary  legis- 
lature, and  to  erect,  subject  to  a  like  alteration  counties  or  town* 
ships  for  the  election  of  membeni  for  their  legislature. 

That  such  temporary  government  shall  only  continue  in  force 
in  any  slate  until  it  shall  hare  acquired  20,000  free  inhabitant^ 

1;.  1784-  recoonnitLetl." — There  U  no  record  of  iheappointmentof  thli  coniBto- 
tec,  btil  it  omt  Inve  been  Itelote  Feb.  31, 1784,  (or  on  ibu  <late  llondls  wrote 
Id  Amol'l  {Rkcd*  /tUttiJ  amJ  fit  CititinmMl  C^ngrftt,  479).  etating  that  the 
oommiltu  h«d  a{;r«cd  to  this  rc])ori.  snd  ftkelchlns  its  oatlinM.  [1  was  p«ob- 
ably  appoint^  before  Coacms  ftdjonrncil  to  Annipolit,  Nov.  4.  1783,  fat 
llowellt  wrote  thai  the  mbtcct  "  nts  l(ui[cly  debated  at  I'rinccton  Uu  tnm- 
BirT,"  bat  the  commilln-  Hid  not  report  liH  tbe  Vir;ginia  ceaios  had  bcsa 
(onRallT  sicncd,  and  accepted  by  Coiij[rp««. 

Tbb  f«|ioit  i>  entlrdy  in  Jeffvrwm'a  hand  writing,  ai  triQ  b«  wen  hy  th«  Ta^ 
ijmlle.  It  wai  rccomtnilied  to  the  original  cutDinlitec,  wlio  rcpuncd  a  Mibali- 
IntB  for  it.  March  aa,  17S4,  which  u  printed  in  this  collection  under  thai  data. 
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when,  giving  due  pnx>f  thereof  to  Congress,  they  shall  receive 
from  ihem  authority  with  appointments  of  time  and  place  to  call 
a  Convention  of  representatives  to  establish  apennanent  Constitu- 
tion &  Government  for  themselves. 

Provided  that  both  the  temjiorary  <fc  pennanent  Governments 
be  established  on  these  principles  as  their  basis,  i,  That  they 
shall  forever  remain  a  part  of  the  United  States  of  America 
s,  'J'hat  in  their  ]>L'rsons,  property  &  territory,  ihey  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled and  to  the  articles  of  confederation  in  all  those  cases  in  which 
the  original  states  shall  be  so  subject  3,  That  they  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  pay  a  part  of  the  federal  debts  contracted  or  to  be  con- 
tracted to  be  apportioned  on  them  by  Congress,  according  to  the 
same  common  rule  and  measure  by  which  apportionments  thereof 
shall  be  made  on  the  other  states.  4,  That  their  respective  Gov- 
ernments shall  be  in  republican  forms,  and  shall  admit  no  person 
to  be  a  citizen,  urho  holds  any  hereditary  title.  5,  That  after  the 
year  1800  of  the  Christian  era,  there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor 
involuntary  servitude  in  any  of  the  said  states,  othervrise  than  10 
punishment  of  crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  con- 
victed to  have  been  personally  guilty. 

Thai  whenever  any  of  the  sd  states  shall  have,  of  free  inhabi- 
tants as  many  as  shall  then  be  in  any  one  the  least  numerous  of 
the  thirteen  original  states,  such  state  shall  be  admitted  by  it*s 
delegates  into  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  on  an  equal 
'footing  with  the  said  original  states  :  After  which  the  assent  of 
two  thirds  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  shall  be 
,  requisite  in  all  those  coses,  wherein  by  the  Confederation  the  as- 
sent of  nine  States  is  now  required.  Pronded  the  consent  of 
oine  states  to  such  admission  may  be  obtained  according  to  the 
eleventh  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation.  Until  such  admission 
by  their  delegates  into  Congress,  any  of  the  said  states,  after  the 
establishment  of  their  temporary  Government,  shall  haveauthority 
to  keep  a  sitting  Member  in  Congress,  with  a  right  of  debating,  but 
not  of  voting. 

That  the  territory  Northward  of  the  45°^  degree,  that  is  to  say  of 
the  completion  of  45°  from  the  Equator  &  extending  to  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods.  shaU  be  called  SYLVAMA  : 
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Thai  of  the  territory  under  the  45'^  &  44*  degrees  that  which 
lies  Westward  of  Lake  Mi<hit;an  shall  he  i:ralled  MICHIOANIA. 
and  that  which  is  Eastward  thereof  within  the  peninsula  fonned 
bf  the  lakes  &  waters  of  Michigan,  Huron,  St.  Clair  and  Erie, 
Khali  be  called  CHEKRONESUS.  and  shall  include  aajr  part  of 
the  peninsula  which  may  extend  above  the  45ih  degree. 

Of  the  territory  under  the  43'  &  42''  degrees,  that  to  the 
Westward  thro'  which  the  Assenisipi  or  Rock  river  nins  shall  be 
called  ASSKNtSIPrA,  and  that  to  the  Eastward  in  which  are  the 
fountains  oi  the  Muskingum,  the  two  Miamis  of  Ohio,  the  Wabash, 
the  Illinois,  the  Miami  of  the  lake  and  Sandusky  rivers,  shall  be 
called  METROPOTAMIA. 

Of  the  territory  which  lies  under  the  41"  &  40*  degrees  the 
Western,  thro  which  the  river  Illinois  runs,  shall  be  called 
ILLINOIA  ;  that  next  adjoining  to  the  Eastward  SARATOGA, 
and  that  between  this  last  k.  Pennsylvania  &  extending  from  the 
Ohio  to  I^kc  Erie  shall  be  called  WASHINGTON. 

Of  the  territory  which  lies  under  the  39'^  &  38'*  degrees  lo 
which  shall  be  added  so  much  of  the  point  of  land  within  the  fork 
of  the  Ohio  &  Missisipi  as  lies  under  the  37*^  degree,  that  lo  the 
Westward  within  &  adjacent  to  which  are  the  confluences  of  the 
rivers  Wabash,  Shawance,  Taniise,  Ohio,  IltiDois,  Mis&i»pi  S:  Mift* 
souri.  shall  be  called  POLYPOTAM  lA,  and  that  to  the  Eastward 
farther  up  the  Ohio  otherwise  called  the  PELISIPI  shall  be 
called  PEUSIPIA. 

That  the  preceding  anioleii  shall  be  formed  into  a  charter  of 
Compact,  shall  be  duly  executed  by  the  President  of  the  U.  S.  in 
Congress  assembled  under  his  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  promulgated,  and  shall  sland  as  fundamental  con- 
stitutions between  the  thirteen  original  States,  &  those  now  newly 
described  unalterable  but  by  the  joint  consent  of  the  U.  S.  in 
Congress  assembled  and  of  the  particular  state  within  which  such 
alteration  is  proposed  to  be  made. 


«7»4] 


THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 


411 


TO  THE  GOVERNOR    OF  VIRGINIA. 

(lOCKJAMlM   KARXtSON.) 


V.I.A. 


ANNAPOLIS.  Hw.  3.  17«4. 

Sir, — Mr.  Hardy's  illness  &  Colo.  Mercer's  absence 
deranged  the  order  in  which  the  office  of  correspond- 
ing member  was  to  pass :  so  that  mr  Lee  exercised 
it  for  January,  Colo.  Monroe  for  Feb.  and  mr  Hardy 
takes  it  for  the  present  month.  I  mention  this  that 
my  own  correspondence  as  an  individual  may  not  at 
any  lime  be  mistaken  as  having  passed  the  sanction 
of  the  delegation.  On  receiving  the  act  of  assembly 
for  the  Western  cession,  our  delegation  agreed  on  the 
form  of  a  deed  ;  we  then  delivered  to  Congress  a 
copy  of  the  act,  and  the  form  of  the  deed  we  were 
ready  to  execute  whenever  they  should  think  proper 
to  declare  they  would  accept  it  They  referred  the 
act  &  deed  to  a  committee,  who  reported  the  act  of 
assembly  to  comport  perfectly  with  the  propositions 
of  Congress,  and  that  the  deed  was  proper  in  its  form, 
and  that  Congress  ought  to  accept  the  same.  On  the 
question  to  agree  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  8 
states  being  present.  Jersey  was  in  the  negative  &  S. 
Carolina  &  Pennsylvania  divided  (being  represented 
each  by  2  members).  Of  course  there  were  5  ayes 
only  &  the  report  fell.  We  determined  on  consulta- 
tion that  our  proper  duty  was  to  be  still,  having  de- 
clared we  were  ready  to  execute,  we  would  leave  it  to 
them  to  come  forward  and  tell  us  they  were  ready 
to  accept.  We  medled  not  at  all  therefore,  &  shewed 
a  perfect  indifTerence.  N.  Hampshire  came  to  town 
which  made  us  9  states.     A  member  proposed  that 
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we  should  execute  the  deed  &  lay  it  on  the  table, 
which  after  what  had  been  done  by  Congress  would 
be  final,  urging  the  example  of  N.  York  which  had 
executed  their  deed,  laid  it  on  the  table,  where  it  re- 
mained 1 8  months  before  Congress  accepted  it.  We 
replied,  no,  if  the  lands  are  not  offered  for  sale  the 
ensuing  spring,  they  will  be  taken  from  us  all  by  ad- 
venturers, we  will  therefore  put  it  out  of  our  power] 
by  the  execution  of  a  deed  to  sell  them  ourselves,  if 
Congress  will  not.  A  member  from  Rhode  Island 
then  moved  that  Congress  should  accept.  Another 
from  Jersey  proposed  as  an  amendment  a  proviso  that 
it  should  not  amount  to  an  acknowledgement  of  our 
right  We  told  them  we  were  not  authorised  to 
admit  any  conditions  or  provisions,  that  their  accept-* 
ancc  must  be  simple,  absolute  &  unqualified  or  we 
could  not  execute.  On  the  question  there  were  6j 
ayes,  Jersey  no.  S.  Carolina  &  Pennsylvania  divided.] 
The  motion  dropped  &  the  house  proceeded  to  other' 
business.  About  an  hour  after  the  dissenting  Penn- 
sylvania asked  &  obtained  leave  to  change  his  no, 
into  aye,  the  vote  then  passed  &  we  executed  the 
deed.  We  have  desired  an  exemplification  of  it 
under  the  seal  of  the  states  which  we  shall  transmit 
you  by  the  post  if  no  safer  opportunity  occurs.  This 
shows  the  wisdom  of  the  assembly  in  not  tacking  any 
new  conditions,  which  would  certainly  have  defeated 
their  accomodating  intentions. 

We  have  just  received  from  the  Superintendant  of, 
finance  a  report  of  the  paiments  made  and  the  arre< 
still  due  on  the  requisition  of  Octo.  301  17S1  for  S 
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mDlions  of  dollars.     This  statement  comes  down  to 
Jan.  1.  17S4. 


paid 

die 

Doll. 

Doll. 

N.  HanpihlK 

3.000 

370.59* 

llMtKJiasetu 

247.676I 

1.059.919! 

RlKide  nlaad 

67.a47H 

148.636.1 

Connccttcut 

131.577* 

615,61 S( 

New  York 

39.<*4lW 

334.533(1 

Nrw  Jernty 

I03,0(X|{j[ 

3a3.674A 

PennsyKuiia 

3I&.633U 

734. 1 61 A 

Ddawftre 

Notbinc 

111,085 

Mityktid 

•9.3Mi 

•44.6931 

Vtreiaii 

"S.tosA 

i.'9a.490H 

N.  CtrolinA 

Nothing 

632,677 

S.  CiiroJina 

}44.30lH 

«9.*96H 

Georgia 

Nothing 

'4.905 

Cola  Harmer  with  the  rati5cation  of  the  Defina- 
tive  treaty  which  was  executed  in  Congress  Jan.  14*^ 
got  on  board  the  French  packet  at  N.  York  on  the 
20*|'  of  Jan.  Colo.  Frank  took  his  passage  on  another 
vessel  a  few  days  after.  Neither  sailed  till  the  1 7th 
of  Feb.  being  blocked  up  by  the  ice.  They  have 
then  not  got  to  Paris  to  exchange  them  this  day  as 
had  been  stipulated.  In  right  this  can  make  no  dif- 
ference. We  executed  the  ratification  in  time,  and 
its  passage  across  the  Atlantic  was  prevented  by  cir- 
cumstances not  under  ourcontroul.  The  accomodation 
of  the  Turks  and  Russians,  leaving  Europe  in  Peace 
and  France  of  course  at  liberty,  keeps  us  safe.  This 
accomodation  is  said  to  have  been  effected  by  the  in- 
terposition of  France  &  Prussia.    This  does  not  come 
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from  our  ministers,  from  whom  we  have  had  no  late 
intelligence  on  this  subject,  but  is  told  me  by  Monsr. 
Marbois  who  sais  he  has  it  from  good  information. 
We  are  still  farther  insured  against  any  ill  efTectfrom 
this  accident  if  the  news  of  llie  day  be  true.  An 
English  vessel,  arrived  at  N.  York,  brings  papers 
which  say  that  L"?  North  &  mr  Fox  carried  their  E. 
India  bill  triumphantly  by  |  of  the  voices  through 
tlie  house  of  commons,  but  lost  it  in  the  lords,  when 
they  resigned  ;  and  that  mr  Pitt  &  his  friends  would 
be  at  the  head  of  the  administration.  The  Prince  of 
Wales  voted  against  the  bill  &  received  a  rcprcmand 
from  the  King — so  far  the  papers.  The  change 
would  be  fortunate  for  us.  as  L.  North's  hostility  is 
notorious,  and  Pitt  rather  well  disposed  to  us.  The 
movements  of  the  K.  of  Prussia  to  emancipate  the 
navigation  of  the  Vistula,  and  of  the  emperor  to  free 
that  of  the  Scheld  do  not  I  believe  threaten  the  peace 
of  Europe.  On  the  contrary  they  indicate  that  they 
have  no  great  work  on  hand.  This  assertion  then  of 
the  natural  right  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  upper  part 
of  a  river  to  an  innocent  passage  through  the  country 
below  is  rather  pleasing  to  us.  It  tends  to  establish  a 
principle  favorable  to  our  right  of  navigating  the 
Missisipi. 

We  arc  now  engaged  in  making  an  estimate  of  the 
expences  of  the  current  year.  It  appears  that  the 
commissioners  sent  to  the  several  states  to  settle  their 
accounts  add  so  unreasonable  a  proportion  to  the 
expences  of  the  Finance  department,  that  it  is  my 
opinion  Congress  will  recall  them  after  some  not  very 
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distant  day.  I  mention  this  that  your  Excellenc)' 
may  keep  an  eye  over  the  progress  of  the  state-settle- 
ment with  mr  Turner  &  push  it  unremittingly  to 
avoid  the  being  obliged  to  send  the  vouchers, 
accounts  &c  to  Philadelphia  for  such  parts  as  shall 
not  be  completed  before  the  recall. 


REPORT    ON    REDUCTION   OF   CIVIL   LIST.' 


[March  s.  1784.] 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  what  reductions  may  be 
made  in  the  civil  list  have  agreed  to  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved  that  the  following  offices  be  discontinued,  to  wit. 
The  Charge  de$  affaires  at  the  Court  of  Madrid 

whose  salary  is 4444  Dollars 

Agent  at  the  Hague gao. 

a**  Under  Sccreury  of  Foreign  Affairs  700. 

The  Secretary  of  the  War  offices  1000. 

Agent  of  Marine  1500. 

Paymaster 1000 

Commissary  of  prisoners  1 200 

The  Assistant  to  the  Superintendant  of  finance.         [850 
3  Clerks  in  the  Office  of  finance  (meaning  that  3 

shall  remain)  1500 

I  Clerk  to  the  Comptroller  500 

a  Auditors          ....  2000 

I  Chaplain          ...._.  400 

The  Establishmeni  of  the  Jail   ....         i338i 
Doorkeeper  to  Congreiss 400 


<  Endorwd  :  "  Kepon  o(  H*.  Wilianuoii.  M!  Gerrj.  M^  TtltOD.  M{  Jrfltnoii, 
M^  H'Henry.  Rcducltoa  of  ciril  Ibt.  Eet^rculs  March  1784."  Ii  wwcon- 
«t<ler«(t  M»rcb  34th  and  wpin  on  May  sih. 


Whereby  an  annual  saving  will  accrue  lo  the 
United  States  of 18,752^  Dol. 

Resolved  thai  the  following  salaries  may  be  reduced  by  lakinu 
from  the  allowances  heretofore  established  the  following  sums. 
The  Superintendant  of  finance      ....        3000.  DoU. 
The  Three  foreign  Ministers  each  itiil  Doll                3333i 
Whereby  an  annual  saving  will  accrue  to  the  — 

United  States  of  Siiik- 

Resolved  that  instead  of  the  annual  salary  heretofore  allowed  to 
the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  A['i>cals,  the)'  be  allowed  on  every 
special  occasion  wherein  they  shall  be  called  on,  the  sum  of  14 
Dollars  each  for  every  day  they  shall  sit  in  court,  and  the  same 
for  every  day  necessarily  employed  in  travelling  to  &  from  Court, 


Resolved  that  after  the 


day  of 


the  followini;  offices 


may  be  discontinued. 

13.  Commissioners  for  settling  the  accounts  of 

the  V.  S.  in  the  several  States 
9  Clerks  10  the  said  Commissioners 
5  Commissioners  for  settling  the  accounts 

of  the  Staff  departments. 
9  clerks  10  the  Commissioners  last  mentioned 


DoU. 

19,500 

4,500 

7.5«> 
4.500 


Whereby  an  annual  saving  will  thence   ensue  of        36,000  DoU. 

Resolved  that  the  duties  of  Agent  of  Marine  be  performed  by 
the  Secretary  at  War,  who  for  his  assistance  therein  shall  retain  a 
Setretary  of  Marine  heretofore  allowed  in  the  office  of  the  Agent 
of  Marine. 

A  view  of  the  civil  list  as  proposed  to  be  reduced,  (stated  (or 
the  satisfaction  of  the  house  but  not  made  a  part  of  the  report.) 

SccreUry  of  Congress 3000.  Doll. 

Depy.  Secretary looo 

1.  Clerks 1000 

Messenger 400-    5400 
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Chaplain 400 

Secretary  of  Foreign  affairs 4000 

1  Under  Secretaiy Soo 

2  Clerks 1000.  5,800 


Secretary  at  War 4000 

Assistant 1250 

3  Clerks 1000 

Secretary  of  Marine 1000 

Messenger 300.    7550 


Superintendant  of  Finance 4000 

Secretary 1000 

3  Clerks 1500 

Waiter 300 

Comptroller 1850 

Auditor 1000 

6  Clerks  of  Accounts 3000 

Register 1300 

4  Clerks 3000 

Messenger 192 

Treasurer 1500 

Clerk. 500. 18043 

3719a 

D 

3.  Foreign  ministers  %  10.000 30,000. 

I.  Secretary  of  embassy. . . . , itSSSi* 

3^333* 
Brought  forward 37|i92 


68,Sa5i 
3.  Judges  of  Appeals. 
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INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  NEGOTIATING  WITH  INDIANS.' 


cc 


[Makch  5,  1 784. J 
The  Committee  appointed  to  revise  the  4'>  &  5*^  of  the  in- 
structions of  Oct.   15.  1783,   given  to   the  Commissioners  for 
□egotiating  a  treaty  with  the  Indians  have  agreed  to  the  following 
resolutions. 

Resolved  that  the  said  4*^  article  be  repeated  &,  that  instead 
thereof  the  follovring  be  substituted  :  4*^  that  a  meridian  line 
passing  through  the  lowest  point  of  the  Rapids  of  Ohio  to  the 
Northern  boundary  of  these  United  Stales,  shall  be  proposed  as 
the  eompfchcndtpg  all  the  landD  boiwoon  ili»«d.4M»iwiw 


lO'tho  UrS.  otouch'-limeaw-moy-baBgroad  upoB-m  lh»Jjreafc». 
division  between  the  several  Indian  Tribes  oaliona  &  thacAiatc^^ 
ao  that  ail  the  lands  comprehended  between  the  sd  boundary  on 
the  North,  the  Ohio  on  the  South,  the  sd  meridian  on  the  West 
and  Pennsylvania  on  the  East,  or  so  much  thereof  as  the  tribes 
having  itUe  thereto,  may  be  induced  to  part  with,  shall  be  ceded 
to  the  United  States. 

Resolved  that  the  said  5*  Article  be  repealed  *■  that  instead 
(hereof  the  following  be  substituted :  $""*,  Mn  iBWrwtt  li  happ« 
»— te<  the  Iwtiiaas  as  wclHfta-gf  *^e   inhftbiwiia  b(  Iht   Unilitl 
Hiat  ticry  eireumatanec  ahawW  h«  awwttcA  whi<4i 


o^*w»<'wl  tfibea  nations  m  ftt"i?iT»»  ■»<>■!« eil  having  «■!< 
gancKite  e«wbiHati»Ba  for  tin  pufpoBc^ofr  War  the  said  commifl^ 
sionen  are  tostracted,  as  far  as  they  shall  b>4athtit  |H»r»p  find 
it  convenient  to  treat  with  the  several  nations  aoaty  inb*  at 
different  times  &  places ;  &  where  necessity  shall  oblige  them  to 
bring  two  or  more  *»ihn  tutiont  together,  that  they  are  still  tq 

'  Endonod:  "  Keport  of  M'  Jeficnoti,  M'  Howell.  M'  Williviiton.  On 
4  ft  5  o(  InnnictiOB*  ol  i;  Oct.  ijSj,  lo  Co(n?t  for  D«|[<ilUtia){  wiih  Indisu. 
Eur-  read.  4  March.  1784.— FuMd  jq  Mmh.  17S4."  See  ^^ramMib  tf 
C«nfrui,  March  j,  17S4. 


><?ep  their  treaties  &  conferences  as  desticct;  as  may  be  rhai  wf 
tinlia  lni»»wi  i»  th%  fihflwta'BW  h  D^Uwwm  that  Ihcae  Umted 
6»M»<0DMdaHhain  ng  iniJwpandBni  Nalions  A'  Mfill  proioot  ihaw 
■>  Wh  :  that  they  counieDance  every  disposition  In  any  one  of 
the  six  nations  to  treat  &  act  separately  &  independently  »f  tiieii 
eeBfid»t*«y ;  and  that  in  geocra)  they  discourage  every  coalition 
Sc  consultation  which  might  tend  to  involve  ihew*  •^■y^Mp-wb^ 
ilk  ihe  aawwwHfl  which  any  ona  of  ihom  may  tttHe^into-  with  ihow 
Uiiited'Ctato  any  one  tribe  nation  in  the  Wars  of  the  others. 


TO    GEORGE    WASHINGTON. 


w.  uss. 


Annak>li»,  Mslt.  6.  1784. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  favor  of  the  3"*  is  this  moment 
put  into  my  hands,  and  as  the  post  does  not  usually 
stay  here  above  an  hour,  it  leaves  me  time  to  scribble 
a  few  lines  only,  scarcely  admitting  them  to  be  pre- 
faced with  an  acknowledgement  of  the  pleasure  it 
will  give  me  to  be  permitted  to  communicate  with 
you  occasionally.  We  received  dispatches  from 
Europe  yesterday  by  Capt.  Barney.  There  is  no  news 
but  in  one  from  Dr.  Franklin  of  Dec.  25  and  another 
from  the  Marquis  Fayette  of  Dec  26,  The  Doctor 
tells  us  only  of  the  movements  of  our  ministers,  that 
Mr.  Laurens  was  about  sailing  from  England  for 
America,  Mr.  Adams  about  setting  out  from  England 
to  the  Hague,  and  Mr.  Jay  at  Bath.  He  gives  a  pic* 
ture  of  the  disposition  of  England  towards  us :  he 
observes  that  tho'  they  have  made  peace  with  us, 
they  are  not  reconciled  to  us  nor  to  the  loss  of  us. 
He  calls  to  our  attention  the  numerous  royal  progeny 
to  be  provided  for,  the  military  education  giving  to 
some  of  them,  the  ideas  in  England  of  the  distraction 
among  ourselves,  that  the  people  here  are  already 
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fatigued  with  their  new  governments,  the  possibility 
of  circumstances  arising  on  the  Continent  of  Europe 
which  might  countenance  the  wishes  of  Gr.  Britain 
to  recover  us,  and  from  thence  Inculcates  a  useful 
lesson  to  cement  the  friendships  we  possess  in 
Europe.  The  Marquis  tells  us  the  Turks  & 
Russians  will  be  kept  apart  for  a  while,  probably  for 
another  year,  but  that  they  must  in  the  end  come  to 
decision.  That  Mr.  Fox&  Lf  North  were  both  out  of 
the  Ministry,  &  this  by  a  maneuvre  of  the  King's, 
who  got  them  compromitted  fairly  with  their  E.  India 
bill,  &  contrived  to  get  it  rejected  in  the  Lords ;  & 
that  Mr.  Pitt  &  E.  Temple  would  come  in.  The 
Marquis  himself  will  sail  for  America  in  the  spring. 

The  present  hurry  forbids  me  to  write  to  you  on  a 
subject  I  have  much  at  heart,  the  approaching  & 
opening  the  Navigation  of  the  Ohio  &  Patowmac  I 
will  trouble  you  by  the  next  post.  De  Witt's  petition 
happens  to  be  in  my  possession  as  member  of  a  com- 
mittee who  have  not  yet  reported  on  it  I  was  happy 
to  learn  from  you  something  of  the  man. 


TO  GEORGE  WASHINGTON.  W.Mk 

AmtArOLis  Har,  1$.  1784. 

D?  Sir, — Since  my  last  nothing  new  has  occurred, 
I  suppose  the  crippled  state  of  Congress  is  not  new 
to  you.  We  have  only  g  states  present,  8.  of  whom 
are  represented  by  two  members  each,  and  of  course, 
on  all  great  questions  not  only  an  unanimity  of 
States  but  of  members  is  necessary.  An  unanimity 
which  never  can  be  obtained  on  a  matter  of  any  im- 
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portance.  The  consequence  is  that  we  are  wasting 
our  time  &  labour  in  vain  efforts  to  do  business. — 
Nothinjr  less  than  the  presence  of  \%.  States,  repre- 
sented by  an  odd  number  of  delegates  will  enable  us 
to  get  forward  a  single  capital  point.  The  deed  for 
the  cession  of  Western  territory  by  Virginia  was 
executed  &  accepted  on  the  1°  instant.  I  hope  our 
country  will  of  herself  determine  to  cede  still  further 
to  the  meridian  of  the  mouth  of  the  great  Kanhaway. 
Further  she  cannot  govern;  so  far  is  necessary  for 
her  own  well  being.  The  reasons  which  call  for  this 
boundary  (which  will  retain  all  the  waters  of  the  Kan- 
haway) are  i.  That  within  that  are  our  lead  mines. 

2.  This  river  rising  in  N.  Carola  traverses  our  whole 
latitude  and  offers  to  every  part  of  it  a  channel  for 
navigation  &  commerce  to  the  Western  Country,  but 

3.  It  is  a  channel  which  can  not  be  opened  but  at 
immense  expense  and  with  every  facility  which 
an  absolute  power  over  both  shores  will  give.  4. 
This  river  &  it's  waters  forms  a  band  of  good  land 
passing  along  our  whole  frontier,  and  forming  on  it  a 

irricr  which  will  be  strongly  seated.  5.  For  1 80  miles 
)eyond  these  waters  is  a  mountainous  barren  which 
can  never  be  inhabited  &  will  of  course  form  a  safe 
separation  between  us  &  any  other  State.  6.  This 
tract  of  country  lies  more  convenient  to  receive  it's 
government  from  Virginia  than  from  any  other  State. 
7.  It  will  preserve  to  us  all  the  upper  parts  of  Yoho- 
gany  &  Cheat  rivers  within  which  much  will  be  done 
to  open  these  which  are  the  true  doors  to  the  Western 
commerce.  The  union  of  this  navigation  with  that  of 
the  Patowmac  is  a  subject  on  which  I  mentioned  that 
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I  would  take  the  liberty  of  writing  to  you.  T  am  sure 
it's  value  and  practicability  are  both  well  known  to 
you.  This  is  the  moment  however  for  seizing  it  if  ever 
we  mean  to  have  it.  All  the  world  is  becoming  com* 
mercial.  Was  it  practicable  to  keep  our  new  empire 
separated  from  them  we  might  indulge  ourselves  in 
speculating  whether  commerce  contributes  to  the  hap- 
piness of  mankind.  But  we  cannot  separate  ourselves 
from  them.  Our  citizens  have  had  too  full  a  taste  of 
the  comforts  furnished  by  the  arts  &  manufactures  to 
be  debarred  the  use  of  them.  We  must  then  in  our 
defence  endeavour  to  share  as  large  a  portion  as 
we  can  of  this  modern  source  of  wealth  &  power. 
That  ofifered  to  us  from  the  Western  Country  is 
under  a  competition  between  the  Hudson,  the  Pa- 
towmac  &  the  Missisipi  Itself.  Down  the  last  will 
pass  all  heavy  commodities.  But  the  navigation 
through  the  gulf  of  Mexico  is  so  dangerous,  & 
that  up  the  Missisipi  so  difficult  &  tedious,  that 
it  is  not  probable  that  European  merchandize  will 
return  through  that  channel.  It  is  most  likely 
that  flour,  lumber  &  other  heav-y  articles  will  be 
floated  on  rafts  which  will  be  themselves  an  article  of 
sale  as  well  as  their  loading,  the  navigators  returning^ 
by  land  or  in  light  batteaux.  There  will  therefore  be 
a  rivalship  between  the  Hudson  &  Patowmac  for  the 
residue  of  the  commerce  of  all  the  countr\'  West- 
ward of  L.  Erie,  on  the  waters  of  the  lakes,  of  the 
Ohio  &  upper  parts  of  the  Missisipi.  To  go  to  N. 
York,  that  part  of  the  trade  which  comes  from  the 
lakes  or  their  waters  must  first  be  brought  into  L. 
Erie.     So   also   must   that   which    comes   from  the 


waters  of  the  Missisipi,  and  of  course  must  cross  at 
some  portage  into  the  waters  of  the  lakes.  When  it 
shall  have  entered  L.  Erie  it  must  coast  along  it's 
Southern  Shore  on  account  of  the  number  &  excel- 
lence of  it's  harbours,  the  Northern,  tho'  shortest, 
having  few  harbours  &  these  unsafe.  Having  reached 
Cuyahoga,  to  proceed  on  to  N.  York  will  be  970 
miles  from  thence  &  five  portages,  whereas  it  is  but 
430  miles  to  Alexandria,  if  it  turns  into  the  Cuyahoga 
&  passes  through  that.  Big  beaver.  Ohio,  Yohogany 
(or  Monongahcla  &  Cheat)  &  Patowmac,  &  there  are 
but  two  portages.  For  the  trade  of  the  Ohio  or  that 
which  shall  come  into  it  from  it's  own  waters  or  the 
Missisipi,  it  is  nearer  to  Alexandria  than  to  New 
York  by  730  miles,  and  is  interrupted  by  one  portage 
only.  Nature  then  has  declared  in  favour  of  the 
Patowmac,  and  through  that  channel  oflers  to  pour 
into  our  lap  the  whole  commerce  of  the  Western 
world.  But  unfortunately  the  channel  by  the  Hudson 
Is  already  open  &  known  in  practice  ;  ours  is  still  to 
be  opened.  This  is  the  moment  in  which  the  trade 
of  the  West  will  begin  to  get  into  motion  and  to 
take  it's  direction.  It  behoves  us  then  to  open  our 
doors  to  it.  I  have  lately  pressed  this  subject  on  my 
friends  in  the  General  assembly,  proposing  to  them 
to  endeavor  to  have  a  tax  laid  which  shall  bring  into 
a  separate  chest  from  five  to  ten  thousand  pounds  a 
year,  to  be  employed  first  in  opening  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Ohio  &  Patowmac,  where  a  little  money 
&  time  will  do  a  great  deal,  leaving  the  great  falls 
for  the  last  part  of  the  work.  To  remove  the  idea  of 
partiality  I  have  suggested  the  propriet>"  &  justice  of 
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continuing  this  fund  till  all  the  rivers  shall  be  cleared 
successively.  But  a  most  powerful  objection  always 
arises  to  propositions  of  this  kind.  It  is  that  public 
undertakings  are  carelessly  managed  and  much  money 
spent  to  little  purpose.  To  obviate  this  objection  is 
the  purpose  of  my  giving  you  the  trouble  of  this  dis- 
cussion. You  have  retired  from  public  life.  You 
have  weighed  this  determination  &  it  would  be  im- 
pertinence in  me  to  touch  it.  But  would  the  super- 
intendence of  this  work  break  in  too  much  on  the 
sweets  of  retirement  &  repose?  If  they  would  1 
stop  here.  Your  future  time  &  wishes  are  sacred  in 
my  eye.  If  it  would  be  only  a  dignified  amusement 
to  you,  what  a  monument  of  your  retirement  would 
it  be !  It  is  one  which  would  follow  that  of  your 
public  life  and  bespeak  it  the  work  of  the  same 
great  hand.  I  am  confident  that  would  you  either 
alone  or  jointly  with  any  persons  you  think  proper 
be  willing  to  direct  this  business,  it  would  remove 
the  only  objection  the  weight  of  which  I  apprehend. 
Tho'  the  tax  should  not  come  in  till  the  fall,  it's 
proceeds  should  be  anticipated  by  borrowing  from 
some  other  fund  to  enable  the  work  to  be  begun 
this  summer.  When  you  view  me  as  not  owning, 
nor  ever  having  a  prospect  of  owning  one  inch  of 
land  on  any  water  either  of  the  Patowmac  or  Ohio, 
it  will  tend  to  apologize  for  the  trouble  I  have  given 
you  of  this  long  letter,  by  showing  that  my  zeal  in 
this  business  is  public  &  pure.  The  best  atonement 
for  the  time  I  have  occupied  you  will  be  not  to  add 
to  it  longer  than  while  I  assure  you  of  the  sincerity 
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&  esteem  with  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be  D'  Sir 
Your  most  obedient  &  most  humble  servt. 

P.  S.  The  hurry  of  time  in  my  former  letter  pre- 
vented my  thanking  you  for  your  polite  &  friendly 
invitation  to  Mount  Vernon.  I  shall  certainly  pay 
my  respects  there  to  Mrs  Washington  &  yourself 
■with  great  pleasure  whenever  it  shall  be  in  my  power. 


MAD.  NSS. 


TO   JAMES    MADISON.' 

AN.*«AroLii.  Msr.  t6.  17S4. 

Dear  Sir, — I  received  yesterday  by  Mr.  Maury 
your  favor  of  Feb.  17.  That  which  you  mention  to 
have  written  by  post  a  few  days  before  is  not  yet 
come  to  hand.  I  am  induced  to  this  quick  reply  to 
the  former  by  an  alarming  paragraph  in  it,  which  is 
that  J/<rrr«  is  coming  to  Annapolis.  I  tremble  at  the 
idea.  I  know  he  will  be  worse  to  me  than  a  return  of 
my  double  quotidian  head-ach.  There  is  a  resolution 
reported  to  Congress  by  a  Committee  that  they  will 
never  appoint  to  the  office  of  minister,  chargd  des 
affaires,  consul,  agent,  &c.  (describing  the  foreign 
emploiments)  any  but  natives.  To  this  I  think  there 
will  not  be  a  dissenting  vote :  and  it  will  be  taken  up 
among  the  first  things.  Could  you  not  by  making 
him  acquainted  with  this  divert  him  from  coming  here  ? 
A  consulate  is  his  object,  in  which  he  will  assuredly 
faiL  But  his  coming  will  be  attended  with  evil.  He 
is  the  violent  enemy  of  Franklin,  having  been  some 
time  at  Pan's,  from  my  knowledge  of  the  man  I  am 
sure  he  will  have  employed  himself  in  collecting  on 

*  Vtm  in  iulic  ftn  tn  cipher. 


4-6 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


[i7«4 


the  spot  facts  true  or  false  to  impeach  him.  You 
know  there  are  people  here  who,  on  the  first  idea  of 
this  will  take  him  to  their  bosom  &  cum  all  Con- 
gress topsy  turvy.  For  God's  sake  then  save  us 
from  this  confusion  if  you  can. 

We  have  eight  states  only  &  7  of  these  repre- 
sented by  two  members.  Delaware  &  S.  Carolina  we 
lost  within  these  two  days  by  the  expiration  of  their 
powers.  The  other  absent  states  are  N.  York.  Mary- 
land &  Georgia.  We  have  done  nothing  and  can  do 
nothing  in  this  condition  but  waste  our  time,  temper. 
&  spirits  in  debating  things  for  days  &  weeks  & 
then  losing  them  by  the  negative  of  one  or  two 
individuals. 

We  have  letters  from  Franklin  &  the  Marq.  Fayette 
of  the  24th  and  25th  of  Dec  They  inform  us  that 
North  &  Fox  are  out,  Pitt  &  Temple  coming  in, 
that  whole  nation  extremely  indisposed  towards  us, 
&  as  having  not  lost  the  idea  of  reannexing  us.  the 
Turks  and  Russians  likely  to  be  kept  quiet  another 
year,  the  Marquis  coming  to  America  this  spring.  Mr. 
Laurens  then  about  sailing  for  America.  Mr.  Adams 
leaving  England  for  the  Hague,  Mr.  Jay  at  Bath,  but 
returning  to  Paris.  Our  ratification  tho  on  board 
two  different  vessels  at  N.  York  in  the  hands  of 
officers  as  early  as  the  20th  of  Jan.  did  not  sail  thence 
till  the  17th  of  Feb.  on  account  of  the  ice, — I  will 
attend  to  your  desire  about  the  booksellers.  I  am 
considerably  mended  in  my  health  &  hope  a  favorable 
change  in  the  weather  which  seems  to  be  taking  place 
will  re-establish  me. 


TO   THE    GOVERNOR    OF   VIKGINIA.  v.  s.  A. 

(KENJAUIN  HAUISOK.) 

Anjiapolis  Mar.  iS.  1784 

Sir, — In  my  letter  of  the  3'i  inst  I  mentioned  to 
you  the  gazette  account  of  a  change  in  the  British 
Ministr>'.  Just  in  the  moment  of  the  departure  of 
the  post  we  received  a  letter  from  the  Marquis  Fayette 
confirming  the  account  of  the  change,  and  rectifying 
that  of  the  vote  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  letter  which 
had  come  here  supposed  the  king  a  friend  to  the  E. 
India  bill  &  that  the  Prince  voted  against  it.  The 
Marquis  said  that  the  king  by  a  special  maneuvre  got 
Fox  &  North  committed  on  the  fate  of  theirbill  which 
they  carried  through  the  commons,  but  his  practices 
were  disappointed  in  the  Lords,  in  which  latter  stage 
the  Prince  voted  for  the  bill,  in  opposition  to  his 
father. 

Dr.  Franklin's  letter  containing  an  interesting  para- 
graph I  have  copied  it  &  take  the  liberty  of  inclosing 
it.'     We  have  had  no  post  since  that  which  carried  my 

*  "  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Dr.  Franklio  to  the  Preadcnl  oE  Congresi  dated 
Pmjr.  I>ec.  25. 1783. 

"  Wilfa  reapecl  to  the  BritUh  Court  we  ihould.  I  think,  be  conxtani))i  00  oar 
guH  ft  impmi  alrongly  upon  our  miiMls  that  ibo'  it  baa  made  peace  with  », 
It  a  sot  in  Irath  reouncilcd  either  to  ui  or  to  iu  loss  of  as ;  bat  still  flotierfc  it- 
self with  hojiei  that  some  chance  ia  the  aS^ln  of  Europe  or  some  dismioe 
RDiong  ourtclvc*  ma^  alFnrd  them  an  opfnnunity  of  recovering  their  doralnioo. 
puDishing  ihoac  who  have  iii>»i  offended,  and  tecnring  our  future  de^ndcnce. 
It  itt  easy  lu  sec  by  tbc  geaeral  turn  of  Ibc  ministerial  ncvripapen  (lig^l  thinga 
iadeed  as  strawi  &  fcatbcrs,  and  like  them  they  show  which  way  the  wind 
blows,)  and  by  the  malignant  iniproveuent  (heir  minitlen  make  in  all  the  for- 
eign oouris  of  evoT  Utile  ocddeot  or  dlucnsioa  among  w,  the  riot  of  a  few 
Mldlert  at  Philadelphia,  tbc  resolves  of  some  town  meetings,  the  relvctance  to 
pay  Uaes  Ac  He  all  whidt  arc  cxag^'eratcd  to  Tvprcacnt  our  gofernmeots  as  ao 
tnany  anarchies  of  which  the  people  ihenuelves  are  we*i7.  the  CoBsrcaa  u 
having  hnt  its  influenoe,  being  no  longer  tapcded.     I  say  it  is  eaif  fraoi  thift 
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letter  of  the  3d.  nor  are  we  certain  when  to  expect 
one.     I  am  therefore  obliged  to  have  letters  in  readU 
ness,  to  send  the  moment  of  his  coming  as  he  d< 
not  tary  above  an  hour  here.     Hence  it  happens  thai 
my  letters  arc  sometimes  a  week  or  a  fortnight  oh 
before  they  leave  the  post  office. 

P.  S.  The  Marquis  Fayette  is  coming  out  this 
spring.  Mr.  Laurens  is  supposed  to  be  on  his  way 
to  America,  Mr.  Adams  left  England  for  the  Hague 
&  Mr.  Jay  at  Bath  but  about  to  return  to  Paris. 


RESOLVES  ON  EUROPEAN  TREATIES.'  j.  Mss. 

[Mudi,  1784.] 

Resolved  that  treaties  of  Amity  &  commerce  with  the  Furo- 
pean  nations  ought  not  lo  be  refused  on  our  part  until  tboM 
nations  wili  send  mioisters  to  negotiate  them  within  these  states : 
□or  ought  they  lo  be  delayed  until  they  shall  have  previously  been 
auhmitted  to  the  several  legislatures  &  received  their  appro- 
bation. 

I.  Because  it  is  not  lobe  expected  that  the  nations  of  Eui 
antient  &  established  as  they  are,  will  cross  the  Atlantic  to 
with  OS  on  our  own  ground : 

3.  Because  a  refusal  to  treat  with  them  in  Europe  amounts  to' 
a  refusal  to  treat  with  them  at  all  ;  to  the  suppression  of  every 

conduct  10  wc  that  tbey  bear  us  no  good  wjll,  &  ibit  they  wish  ttic  ntlltr  a( 
what  rhejr  are  pleaicd  lo  inafiinc.     Tlwy  have  too  numerotu  a  fojral  pfnfesjrl 
ptoridc  foi,  lomt  ol  irhom  arc  educated  in  ibe  mililar;  line.     In  thcMt 
stsncM  wc  cannot  be  too  carefal  to  ptucrve  ihc  friemUbipi  we  have 
abcwid,  &  (be  Union  we  have  Kclablidicd  at  home,  to  tccure  oar  credit  bf 
fiincluaJ  dlwiiaige  tA  our  o))1i|^ciona  of  svcry  kind,  ft  onr  irpatarioo  by  tb« 
wisdom  of  cur  coundlt  \  tince  wc  know  not  how  soon  we  may  have  %  fnife  oc- 
culon  for  fricnda  &  for  rvfrntation." 

'  llw  Ant  notice  of  ihia  mbject  U  in  the  Stent  yturnaii  rf  Ctrngftu.  Mafdl 
46,  I7ft4,  when  the  report  of  n  cofnmiltee.  coosisling  of  Ji:ffencin«  Gcny, 
mild  Williamioo,  waa  lakcii  into  <:onaideratiun  bjr  Con|;rcsi.  ThcM  raoJl 
ware  prubablj'  prepoied  in  connediua  with  that  re|iott. 
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effort  for  the  admissioD  of  our  citizens  into  their  ports  on  an 
equal  fooling  with  those  of  other  countries  ;  to  »  continuance  of 
the  occlusion  of  the  West  Indian  markets  against  the  produce  of 
these  states  ;  loses  a  crisis  of  favourable  disposition  in  the  Euro- 
pean powers  in  general  to  enter  into  connections  of  amity  and 
commerce  srith  us ;  endangers  the  loss  of  a  proffered  treaty  from 
the  Fmpcror  of  Morocco  who  has  made  us  friendly  advances 
whose  honour  will  be  touched  and  resentment  kindled  by  our 
declining  to  meet  them ;  and  whose  power  &  connections  may, 
in  our  present  unarmed  state,  shut  to  us  the  ports  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean, oblige  us  to  send  our  commodities  to  them  in  foreign 
bottoms,  or  to  seek  them  in  ouc  own  at  the  risk  of  consigning  our 
citizens  to  perpetual  slavery  &  chains. 

3.  Because  the  federal  constitution  does  not  require  that  treaties, 
before  their  conclusion,  should  be  communicated  to  the  thirteen 
legislatures,  and  should  receive  all  their  several  approbations,  and 
such  a  delay  in  the  present  instance  would  be  unseasonable  &  in- 
jurious to  them  ;  would  protract  the  negotiations  to  a  length  in- 
definite both  in  time  &  expence  ;  would  leave  oar  citizens  in  the 
mean  time  exposed  to  all  the  evils  before  staled  ;  would  be  more 
distresi»ing  to  these  states,  whose  channels  of  commerce  are  yet 
to  be  opened,  than  to  the  nations  constituting  the  other  parties, 
who  may  in  the  mean  timepunue  their  antient  &  long  established 
trade  ;  and  might  suffer  opportunities  finally  to  pass  by  which 
might  never  be  recalled. 


REPORT  OF  GOVERNMENT  FOR  THEVfESTERN  TERRITORY.' 

cc. 

[Mirch  33.  1784.] 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  report  of  a  plan 

for  a  temporary  government  of  the  Western  territory  have  agreed 

to  the  following  resolutions. 

Resolved,  that  so  much  of  the  territory  ceded  or  to  be  ceded 

■  Endon«<l  "  Report  on  Wettern  Tenritory.  Delivered  33  Msrcb,  1784. 
Read.  Wednnday  34  acdfaed  Tor  omuUcrtlioa." 

Tlie  original  report  <A  ■  temponry  onJinincc  (see  amU,  p.  407)  not  tatitfying 
CongreM,  it  wai  reoomBiiiicd  to  the  original  ronunittr«  for  amendment,  and  Ibp 
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by  individual  states  to  the  United  States  as  is  already  purchased 
or  shall  be  purchased  of  the  lodiib  mhabitants  &  ofTered  for  sale 
by  Congress,  shall  be  divided  into  distinct  states,  in  the  following 
manner,  as  nearly  as  such  cessions  will  admit ;  that  is  to  say.  by 
parallels  of  latitude,  so  that  each  slate  shall  comprehend  from 
South  to  North  two  degrees  of  latitude  beginning  to  count  from 

■bovc  wu  by  them  reported  to  Congress.  It  vu  eoMUered  on  Apnl  19,  ai, 
and  33,  1781,  when,  after  amendment,  it  wu  adopWd.  by  the  vote  of  every  stal* 
but  one.     The  report  was  at  once  printed  a«  : 

The  Conmiltee  to  whom  w»<i  rcconiroicicd  the  Report  of  a  /  Plan  for  a  Ian* 
porarx  CovcniiDenl  of  the  Western  Ter-  /  niory  bavtnc  agreed  to  ibe  foUowfag 
resolutions.  /  Folio.     Brosdude. 

The  ordinance  as  adopted  was  printed  with  the  title  of : 

67  the  United  States  in  Coii'  /  gresa  aucmbted.  /  April  xj,  1784.  /  PoUo. 
3  leaves. 

Next  to  th«  DecUratioii  of  Indcpendenoe  (if  indeed  Uaoding  *ecoad  to  thaty. 
this  doctiment  tanka  In  hiUoricAl  importance  of  all  those  drawn  by  JefTcnon  ; 
and,  bat  for  its  being  superseded  by  the  "  Ordiawic*  of  1787,"  would  rank 
among  all  Anvcrican  state  papen  iBunediately  after  the  National  Contdtntion. 
Its  importance  hat  already  been  cotnraented  upon  in  the  inlrodoctioo.  That  it 
contains  practically  every  provition  which  bftsmidclbe  latoordiiiAUL-claiiimik, 
has  been  carefully  overlooked  by  iboMC  who  have  desired  to  give  (he  credit  of 
then  to  NoTthcmcTx.  Still  rooce  have  these  special  pleader*  rappic»ted  the  fact 
that  Jeflervan  proposed  to  interdict  slavery  in  all  the  western  territory  and  not 
merely  in  the  northwest  territory  as  the  OrdEnaiice  of  1787  did.  Hnd  it  been 
adopted  as  Jeffenon  reported  It,  slavery  would  have  died  •  natural  death,  und 
uceuion  wovtd  have  been  tmpoaxiblc. 

There  is  another  rejuon,  however,  (or  the  little  reputation  this  paper  has 
brought  to  Jeffenoo,  a^ide  from  the  stndions  sujiprcMiuii  of  iu  importance  by 
the  itpecial  pleadcn  of  New  England.  This  plan,  with  itx  limitation  of 
slavery,  though  failing  by  only  one  vote  of  adoption  in  1794.  was  unpopular 
It  the  South  and  increasingly  so  a»  slavery  became  more  and  more  profttableabd 
more  and  more  a  Soutbcra  institution.  As  early  as  1 790  Jefferson's  partitatas 
were  already  hit  apologists  for  this  document,  and  from  that  time  Jeffenoo 
carcfnlly  avoided  any  public  atlerance  on  slavery.  This  change  of  attitude  in 
alone  sulKdenI  nplnnation  why  Sootheraen  acquicsocd  wilh  the  Nonhcrneis 
in  the  Hippresuon  of  this  paper,  and  of  Jeflerson's  draJllnt  of  IL  !■  Jcffenon's 
memoranda  of  the  services  which  he  took  pride  in  having  rendarcd  his  coiuitiy, 
written  in  ttoo,  he  carefully  omitted  sU  mention,  as  al»  in  hia  aatoUofni^jr, 
written  in  1611.  And  thus  it  ha^  been  left  to  the  Mtnachnsetls  ontors  lo 
glofify  King,  Dane,  and  Cutler  for  clansea  in  the  Ordinance  ot  1787,  whkfa 
the  latter  had  in  truth  but  uken  from  the  Ordinance  of  17B4,  and  which  ibey 
made  aectionol,  where  Jefferaon  bad  made  them  national. 
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the  completioo  of  thirty-one  degrees  North  of  the  Equator  ;  and 
by  meridians  of  longitude,  one  of  which  shall  pass  thro*  the 
lowest  point  of  the  tapids  of  Ohio»  and  the  other  through  the 
Western  Cape  of  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Kanhaway,  but  the  terri- 
tory Eastward  of  this  last  meridian,  between  the  Ohio,  Lake  Erie, 
&  Pennsylvania  shall  be  one  state,  whatsoever  may  be  its  compre- 
hension of  latitude.  That  which  may  lie  beyond  the  completion  of 
the  45*  degree  between  the  sd.  meridians  shall  make  part  of  the 
state  adjoining  it  on  the  South,  and  that  part  of  the  Obio  which 
is  between  the  same  meridians  coinciding  nearly  with  the  parallel 
of  39'^shaU  be  substituted  so  far  in  lieu  of  that  parallel  as  a  boun- 
dary line. 

That  the  settlers  on  any  territory  so  purchased  &  offered  for 
sale  shall,  either  on  their  own  petition,  or  on  the  order  of  Con- 
gress, receive  authority  from  them  with  appointments  of  time  & 
place  for  their  free  males  of  full  age,  within  the  limits  of  their 
slate  to  meet  together  for  the  purpose  of  esubUshJng  a  tempo- 
rary government,  to  adopt  the  constitution  and  laws  of  any  one 
of  the  original  states,  so  that  such  laws  nevertheless  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  alteration  by  their  ordinary  legislature  ;  &  to  erect,  sub- 
ject to  a  like  alteration,  counties  or  townships  for  the  election  of 
members  for  their  legislature. 

That  such  temporary  government  shall  only  continue  in  force 
in  any  state  until  it  shall  have  acquired  ao,ooo  free  inhabitants, 
when  giving  due  proof  thereof  to  Congress,  they  shall  re- 
ceive from  tbem  authority  with  appointment  of  lime  &  place 
to  call  a  convention  of  representatives  to  establish  a  permanent 
Constitution  &  Government  for  themselves.  Provided  that  both 
the  temporary  &  permanent  governments  be  established  on  these 
principles  as  their  basis,  t.  That  they  shall  forever  remain  a 
part  of  this  confederacy  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
a.  That  in  their  [»ersons,  property  &  territory  they  shall  be 
subject  to  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates  in  Congress  as- 
Ecrabled,  &  to  the  articles  of  Confederation  in  all  those  cases  in 
which  the  original  states  shall  be  so  subject.  3.  That  they  shall 
be  subject  to  pay  a  part  of  the  federal  debts  contracted  or  to  be 
contracted,  to  be  apportioned  on  them  by  Congress,  according  to 
(he  same  common   rule  &  measure,  by  which  apportionments 
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thereof  shall  be  made  on  the  other  states.  4.  That  their  respec* 
tive  Governments  shall  be  in  republicoD  forms  and  shall  admit 
no  person  to  be  a  citizen  who  holds  any  hercdiiaiy  title.  5. 
That  after  the  year  tSoo  of  the  Christian  era,  there  shall  be 
neither  slavery  nor  involantaiy  ser^'itude  in  any  of  the  sd  states^ 
otherwise  than  in  punishment  of  crimes  whereof  the  party  &haU 
have  been  convicted  to  have  been  personally  guilty. 

That  whensoever  any  of  the  sd  states  shall  have,  of  free  inhabi- 
tants, as  many  as  shall  then  be  in  any  one  the  least  numerous, 
of  the  thirteen  original  states,  such  state  shall  be  admitted  by  it's 
delegates  into  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  on  an  eqoal 
footing  with  the  said  original  states :  provided  nine  Stales  agree 
to  such  admission  according  to  the  reservation  of  ihc  11^  of  the 
articles  of  Confederation,  and  in  order  to  adopt  the  sd  articles  of 
confederation  to  the  state  of  Congress  when  it's  numbers  shall  be 
thus  increased,  it  shall  be  proposed  to  the  legislatures  of  the 
states  originally  parties  thereto,  to  require  the  assent  of  iwo  thirds 
of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  in  all  those  c*se» 
wherein  by  the  said  articles  the  assent  of  nine  states  is  now 
retiuired  ;  which  l>eing  agreed  to  by  them  shall  be  binding  od 
the  new  states.  Until  such  admission  by  their  delegates  into 
Congress,  aoy  of  the  said  states  after  the  establishment  of  their 
temporary  govemmcot  shall  have  authority  to  keep  a  sitting 
member  in  Congress,  with  a  right  of  debating,  but  not  of  voting. 

That  the  preceding  articles  shall  be  formed  into  a  charter  of 
compact,  shall  be  duly  executed  by  the  president  of  the  United 
Stales  in  Congress  assembled,  under  his  hand  &  the  seal  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  promulgated  &  shall  stand  as  fundamental 
constitutions  between  the  thirteen  original  stales  and  each  of  the 
several  states  now  newly  described,  unalterable  but  by  the  joint 
consent  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  &  of  the 
particular  slate  within  which  such  alteration  is  proposed  to  be 
made. 

That  measures  not  inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  the 
Confedn.  H.  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  peace  &  good  order 
among  the  settlers  in  any  of  the  said  new  states  nntil  ihey  shall 
assume  a  temporary  Government  as  aforesaid,  may  from  time  to 
time  be  taken  by  the  U  S  in  C.  assemble^ 
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REPORT  ON  CESSION  OF  WESTERN  TERRITORY.'      c.  C. 

The  Report  of  a  Committee  on  the  Subject  of  Western  territory 

leaving  been  referred  to  the  Grand  committee  the^  have  had  ihe 

same  under  their  consideration  and  agreed  to  the  following  rei>ort. 

Congress  by  their  resolution  of  Sep.  6.  1780,  having  thought  it 

.advtseable  to  press  upon  the  states  having  claims  to  the  Western 
country  a  liberal  surrender  of  a  portion  of  llieir  territorial  claims, 
by  that  of  the  to'!'  of  OcL  in  the  same  year  having  fixed  4k»coiH 

,  ditions  to  which  the  Union  should  be  bound  on  receiving  such 
cessions:  and  having  again  proposed  the  same  subject  to  those 
nates  in  their  address  of  April  1733,  whcreni»  stating  the  Na- 

tional debt  &  it'g'  atiHWftl  intewat,  they  fcgownended  fpf  the  ^i»- 
^hargw  wf  thw  »>i»r**4  ijtft  flaw  of  *i»4tw[>wm  ob  gwwmurw^  •»» 
uwd^r  »oi>iitd««at>fta  with  tht;  state*,  with  auf-h  .wlwdJar)-  t>*aid<i  <a 
they  wight  judga  Most  Boavaato»t|»&  f»f  the  diaehaTge  of  the 
pWTw<|>al  &  expressing  aame  their  reliance  for  its  discharge  -rm 
odwr  Kovan^hvk  ehw*iy  on  the  prospect  of  vacant  territory,  ia 
aid  of  other  resources,  they,  for  that  purpose,  as  well  as  to  obviate 
disagreeable  controversies  &  confusions  included  in  the  same 
recommendation  a  renewal  of  those  of  Sep.  the  ^*  Si  of  Oct.  the 
10"  1780.  which  several  recommendations  have  not  yet  been 
finally  complied  with. 

Resolved,  that  the  same  subject  be  again  presented  to  the 
attention  of  the  said  states,  that  they  be  urged  to  consider  that 
the  war  lieing  now  brought  to  a  happy  termination  by  the  personal 
services  of  our  souldiers,  the  supplies  of  property  by  our  citizens,  & 
loans  of  money  from  them  as  well  as  from  foreigners,  these  several 
creditors  have  a  right  to  oU  fat  •  punioe  d»pignatiwi  b<  Wi>  fwwd> 
expect  that  funds  shall  be  provided  00  which  they  a—  >»  may 
rely  for  indenmificatian ;  that  Congress  still  consider  vacant  ter- 
Titoo  as 4m scapkal  resource;  that  this  too  ts  the  time  when  oar 
Confederacy  with  all  the  territory  included  within  it's  limits  should 

fasarome  it's  ultimate  and  permanent  form  ;  &  that  therefore  the  sd 
itates  be  earnestly  pressed  by  immediate  &  liberal  ceuioDS  to 


>  Entloncd  "  Report  of  gnutd  Com**  delinted  Much  S3,  t7&4. 
^Bldgacd  for  coouderaiioa.'* 
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forward  these  necessary  ends,  fir  to  remove  those  obstacles  which 
disturb  the  hannony  of  the  Union,  which  embtrra^  it's  councils  & 
obstruct  its  operations. 


REPORT  ON   THE  ARREARS  OF   INTEREST.'        &  C 

[Mwch  93,  tT&t] 
7*he  Grand  Committee  consisting  of 

appointed  to  prepare  and  report  to  Congress  the  arrears  of  inter- 
est on  the  National  debt,  together  with  the  interest  and  expcitces 
for  the  year  1784  from  the  5rst  to  tlie  last  day  thereof  tnclnsire 
and  a  requisition  of  Money  on  the  States  for  discharging  the 
same,  have  agreed  to  the  following  report. 

Resolved  that  there  will  be  wanting  for  arrears  of  interest,  aod 
for  the  interest  &  services  of  the  present  year  t7S4,  from  the 

'  Tb<re  U  no  iccord  of  the  appoinlmtnt  of  thi>  commilicc,  whidi  coosuled 
of  Jcffenon,  Fatler,  P&rtndgc,  Howell,  SlioiDUt,  Bcfttlj,  Moatgomery , 
Tilton,  Cbuc,  Spaiebt,  sod  Read.  Th«  repoit  wu  cooitdcml  bjr  Congreat 
April  5.  13,  »,  ood  T},  17^4 ;  tnd.  after  muerUl  unendment,  was  kdopted 
April  3fi,  17S4.  In  the  Jtffertan  MSS.  (5th.  II.)  b  a  rxngh  dnft  of  ihii  rt- 
pon,  in  JeHenoa's  handwrilinf,  and  this  fair  copy,  whidi  wms  pccscatcd  to 
CongrcM.  it  alM  writtrn  bj  him. 

Thu  report  wmi  at  once  printed  as  a  broadnde  (f/.  Ftwd'a  SiUiogntfiy  0/ 
Ihr  Co»tiH€mtal  Gimgrttt),  with  the  title  : 

I'hfi  Gntad  Comniiitee  conritdng  of  [blank]  /  appointed  to  prepare  and  r^ 
port  to  Coi^Erau,  the  atmrs  of  ioterrtt  on  the  aatioaal  /  debi,  toeccbvf  wHk 
the  interest  aod  expeues  for  the  year  I7ft4.  from  the  llni  to  ifae  last  /day 
thereof  indtuive.  and  a  requisition  of  money  on  the  lUtea  for  ditcharyia^ 
the  /same,  have  agreed  to  the  foUowia(  Report :  /  FoUo.     Broadside. 

The  report  u  adopted  wa»  printed  as  : 

The  United  Sutea  in  Coogrcas  aucmblcd  /  AprH  97,  1784.  /  KoUo. 
Bnadiide. 

Tbe  /  United  Sutn  /  in  /  Coagnu  astembled,  /  April  37,  1 7B4.  /  Coapna 
rerawd  tbe  oooiiden-  /  tioD  of  the  report  to  the  Grand  I  Committee  appulnted 
lA  pK-  /  pare  and  report  to  Congress,  the  arrean  /  of  Interett  on  itie  national 
debt,  toge.  /  thet  with  the  espciues  for  the  year  /  1784.  from  tiM  first  to  the 
tari  dajr  /  thereof  indusire,   and  a  rcquiMtion  of  /  moaej  on  the  Slal^  far 

mninlaioing  the/same,  which  being  amended  to  read  as  fallcnrt:/ / 

[colophon.]  Boston :  Printed  by  Adams  and  N'oune.  /  Ry  Onlcr  of  tlM  llooev- 
able  Honse  of  R^prcwnuiivcs.  /  M.DCC.LXXXIX'.  /  8vo.    pp.  tz. 
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raising  an  annual  revenue  by  the  establishment  of  certain  imposts 
for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the  national  debt,  principal  and 
interest.  But  it  occurred  to  them  that  those  recomraendaiions 
were  stiti  before  several  of  the  legislatures ;  that  however  desira- 
ble a  compliance  therewith  is  for  the  preservation  of  our  faith, 
&  establishment  of  a  National  Credit,  yet  as  time  had  already 
elapsed,  and  more  must  elapse  before  their  final  confirmation  caa 
be  hoped  at ;  after  it  shall  be  obtained  time  will  also  be  requisite 
to  advance  the  plan  to  the  term  of  actual  collecrion,  good  faith 
requires  that  in  the  mean  while  other  measures  should  be  resorted 
to  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the  growing  interest. 

In  the  statement  of  the  interest  due  at  the  close  of  the  year 
1783,  the  Committee  have  supposed  its  amount  lessened  bjr 
1,300,000  dollars  required  &  apportioned  by  the  resolutions  of 
Congress  of  Sep.  the  4'*'  and  lo'^  1783,  &  appropriated  to  the  sole 
purpose  of  paying  the  interest  of  the  pablic  debt  This  requisi- 
tion gave  license  to  the  states  to  apply  so  much  as  should  be 
necessary  of  their  respeciive  quotas  of  it.  to  the  payment  of  in- 
terest due  on  certi6caics  issued  from  the  loan  office  of  their  own 
stales,  &  other  liquidated  debts  of  the  United  States  contracted 
therein.  Hence  they  suppose  it  has  happened  that  the  acttiat 
payment  of  these  quotas  have  been  uncommunicated  to  the 
Office  of  finance  for  the  United  States.  The  Committee  are  of 
opinion  that  the  states  should  be  desired  to  communicate  lo  the 
Superintendant  of  finance  the  payments  they  have  made  under  this 
requisition.  &  where  they  have  been  incomplete  to  hasten  their 
completion  as  the  means  still  relied  on  by  Congress  for  the  dis* 
charge  of  that  part  of  the  interest  of  the  public  debt.  And  while 
on  this  subject  they  beg  leave  to  add  that  from  the  representation 
to  Congress  by  the  Minister  of  France,  referred  to  this  Committee 
they  learn  that  in  some  of  the  states  a  discrimination  hits  taken 
place  between  the  citizens  of  their  own  Sc  subjects  or  citizens  of 
other  Countries,  which  was  not  authorized  by  the  said  rctolutioa : 
they  are  of  opinion  that  such  states  should  be  requested  to  revise 
&  reform  their  proceedings  herein  ;  and  to  extend  the  benefits  of 
this  provision  equally  and  impartially  to  all  persons  within  it's 
description. 

Your  Committee  came  then  to  consider  in  what  way  it  wotild 
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be  best  to  call  for  the  sums  requJute  for  tht  services  before 
stated.  And  they  thought  ii  their  duty  in  the  first  place  to  enquire 
whether  no  surpluses  might  remain  on  former  requisitions  of 
Congress  after  eff«»ttn^  fwUy  the  purposes  were  effected  to  whicb 
they  were  originally  appropriated ;  under  an  assurance  that  it 
would  be  both  the  duty  and  sense  of  CoDgress  to  apply  such 
surpluses,  in  every  instance,  towards  lessening  the  next  requisi> 
tions  on  the  states.  They  found  tn  fact  that  such  a  surplus 
would  remain  on  the  requisition  of  Oct.  30.  1781,  for  eight 
millions  of  Dollars  for  the  services  of  the  ensuing  year ;  and  that 
this  surplus  would  be  great  from  the  following  circumstances. 
That  requisition  was  estimated  on  supposition  that  the  Conti- 
nental army  would  be  completed  by  the  states  to  it's  full  estab- 
lishment, and  that  cloathing,  subsistence  &  other  necessaries  for 
such  an  army  must  of  course  be  provided.  The  states  were  far 
short  of  producing  such  an  array.  Hence  the  calls  for  money  were 
.proportionably  abridged.  It  was  estimated  too  on  the  further 
f^upposttioD  that  we  might  be  disappointed  in  the  endeavors  we 
were  then  exerting  to  borrow  money  both  at  home  &  abroad,  and 
of  course  that  the  whole  must  be  supplied  by  taxes.  Loans  how- 
f-ever  were  obtained  and  the  surplus  increased  by  this  second 
cause.  A  third  circum-itance  has  further  enlarged  it.  The  pay- 
ments on  this  requisition  have  been  small  &  slow.  Hence,  instead 
of  money,  those  who  served  &  supplied  the  United  States  have 
received  certificates  only  that  money  is  due  to  them,  and  these 
debts  have  been  transferred  to  the  fund  proposed  to  be  raised  by 
way  of  impost.  So  that  tho'  the  debts  exist,  they  are  removed 
(rom  this  to  another  fund.  To  know  then  the  amount  of  this 
surplus,  the  Committee  extended  their  enquiries  to  the  sums 
actually  received  under  this  requisition,  the  purposes  to  which 
they  have  been  applied,  and  the  anticipations  thereof  siill  unsat- 
isfied. They  found  that  1,486,511.71  only  of  tlie  eight  millions 
of  Dollars  bad  been  received  at  the  treasury  at  the  dose  of  the 
■  year  1783:  that  these  had  been  applied  to  the  services  of  the 
[years  1781.  &  1783:  and  that  for  other  service*  of  the  same 
rears  debts  were  contracted  to  the  amount  of  about  one  million 
^of  dollars  more,  which  depend  for  their  discharge  on  further 
ceipts  under  this  requisition.    Your  Committee  then  arc  of 
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opinion  that  a  siirplus  of  5,513,488.28  Dollars  will  remiiD  of  Hits 
requisition  after  attswering  all  the  demands  which  actually  roM 
against  it,  which  were  not  answered  by  other  Means,  nor  trans- 
ferred to  other  funds :  and  that  this  surplus  ought  to  be  applied 
50  far  OS  it  wilt  go,  to  the  common  purposes  of  the  United  States, 
so  as  to  prevent  new  requisitions  on  them  till  the  old  shall  have 
been  exhausted,  and  to  shew  to  those  who  majr  have  paid  their 
whole  quota  of  any  requisition  that  they  will  not  be  called  on 
anew  till  all  the  other  slates  shall  in  like  manner  have  paid  up 
their  quotas. 

Your  Committee  found  also  that  there  was  a  requisition  of 
Congress  of  Oct.  16,  1782,  for  a.  Millions  of  Dollars  (or  (he  Ser- 
Tices  of  the  j'ear  1783,  on  which  some  small  payments  had  beeo 
tendered,  but  that  the  Superintendant  of  finance  had  found  11 
better  to  receive  and  credit  them  as  part  of  the  eight  millions. 
They  are  accordingly  comprehended  in  the  sum  before  stated  to 
have  been  paid  in  under  that  head. 

Having  thus  stated  the  demands  existing  against  the  stales,  the 
Committee  would  have  performed  but  half  their  duty  had  they 
passcd  over  unnoticed  their  condition  to  pay  them.  7'heir  abili- 
ties must  be  measured  in  weighing  their  burthens.  Their  credi- 
tors themselves  will  view  them,  just  relieved  from  the  ravaf;es  of 
predatory  armies,  reluming  from  an  attendance  on  camps  to  the 
culture  of  their  fields,  beginning  to  sow,  but  not  having  reaped, 
exhausted  of  necessaries  &  habitual  comforts  and  therefore  need- 
ing  new  supplies  out  of  the  first  proceeds  of  their  labour.  For- 
bearance then,  to  a  certain  degree  will  suggest  itself  to  them. 
Those  entrusted  with  the  dispensation  of  Justice  between  them 
will  suppose  both  parties  desirous  that  their  mutual  situations 
should  be  considered  &  accommodated.  Your  Committee  are 
of  opinion  that  if  the  whole  balances  of  the  two  requisitions  of 
eight  and  nf  two  millions  should  be  rigorously  called  into  pay- 
ment within  the  course  of  the  present  year,  a  compliance  with 
such  call  would  produce  much  distress  ;  and  that  some  tenn  abort 
of  this  should  be  fixed  on,  within  the  reach  of  the  least  at  well  as 
of  the  most  able  states.  They  propose  tltcrefore  that  the  states  be 
required  to  furnish  within  the  course  of  the  present  year  such  part 
of  their  deficiencies  under  the  requisition  of  8  millions,  as,  with 
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their  payments  to  the  close  of  the  last  year,  will  make  up  three 
fourths  of  their  original  qnota  thereof :  and  that  these  payments 
be  appropriated  to  the  senrices  of  the  present  year  1784,  in  con- 
formity with  the  statement  in  the  first  part  of  this  report,  giving 
generally,  where  accommodation  cannot  be  effected  among  the 
several  objects,  a  preference  according  to  the  order  in  which 
they  are  arranged  in  the  sd  statement 

But  while  this  proportion  of  the  former  deficiencies  is  of  neces- 
sity called  for  under  (he  pressure  of  demands  whirh  will  admit 
neither  denial  nor  delay,  the  Committee  roust  acknowledge  that 
even  the  punctual  compliance  expected  from  all  the  states  will 
not  effect  completely  all  the  purposes  of  their  preceding  statc- 
menL  To  accomplish  these  perfectly  ;  to  enable  the  federal  ad> 
ministration  to  fulfil  the  whole  of  those  just  &  desirable  objects, 
they  wish  earnestly  &  warmly  to  encourage  the  abler  states  to  go 
as  far  beyond  this  proposition  as  their  happier  situation  will 
admit,  under  an  assurance  that  their  further  contributions  will  be 
applied  towards  reducing  the  interest  &  principal  of  the  public 
debt,  £c  will  be  placed  to  their  credit  in  the  next  requisitions, 
with  interest  thereon  from  (he  time  of  payment. 

Individual  states  have  at  times  thought  it  hard  that  while,  in 
their  own  opinion,  they  were  in  advance  for  the  United  Slates  on 
accounts  existing  &  unsettled  between  them,  they  should  yet  be 
called  on  to  furnish  actual  cootnbutions  of  Moncf.  V»ur  Tfie 
Committee  observe  in  answer  to  this,  first,  that  almost  evcr>'  stale 
thinks  irself  in  advance  :  and  secondly  that  it  has  been  the  con- 
stant wish  of  Congress  that  these  accounts  should  be  settled,  & 
the  contributions  of  each  be  known  &  credited.  They  have  ac- 
cordingly put  it  in  the  power  of  the  states  to  effect  these  settle- 
ments :  and  as  a  further  encouragement  to  hasten  this  desirable 
work,  the  Committee  are  of  opinion  Congress  should  declare  that 
so  soon  as  these  accounts  shall  be  all  settled,  and  it  shall  appear 
in  favor  of  what  states  balances  arise,  such  states  shall  have  credit 
for  the  same  in  the  requisitions  next  ensuing. 

But  it  wilt  be  necessary  also  to  remind  the  states  that  no  mate- 
rials have  yet  been  furnished  to  enable  Congress  to  adjust  the 
ultimate  ratio  in  which  the  expenditures  of  the  late  war  shall  be 
apportioned  on  the  states.    The  Coofederatioa  directs  that  this 
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shall  b«  regulated  by  the  value  of  the  lands  in  the  several  suteg 
with  the  buildings  &  improvements  thereon.  Experiments  made 
however  since  the  date  of  that  insirtiment  for  the  purposes  of 
ordinary  taxation  had  induced  doubts  ^Mlk  as  to  the  practi- 
cability of  this  rule  of  apportionment  aad  uj  ifc'B  aqualiiy  appa*- 
IwwiMe.  Yet  Congress  thooght  U  their  duty  to  give  U  fair 
trial,  and  recommended  to  the  several  states  on  the  17th  of 
Feb.  1783.  to  furnish  an  account  of  their  lands  buildings  & 
number  of  inhabitants,  whereon  they  might  proceed  to  estimate 
their  respective  quotas.  Hut  apprehending  that  the  incompetence 
of  the  rule  would  immediately  shev  itself,  and  desirous  that  no 
tinnc  should  be  unnecessarily  lost,  they  followed  it  with  another 
recommendation  of  the  iS*  of  Apr.  1783.  to  substitote  in  lieu 
of  that  article  in  the  Confederation  another  which  should  make 
the  number  of  inhabitants,  under  certain  modifications,  the  meas- 
ure of  contribution  for  each  state.  Both  these  propositions  are 
still  under  reference  to  the  several  legislatures  ;  the  latter  ac- 
companied by  the  earnest  wishes  &  preference  of  Congress,  under 
full  conviction  that  ii  vil!  b«  found  in  event  ih«  Btasi  as  eqna^ 
the  awt  more  satisfactory,  &  mm\  more  easy  of  execution  :  the 
former  only  pressed  if  the  other  should  be  rejected.  The  Com- 
mittee is  informed  that  the  states  of  Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  Pcd- 
syWania  &:  S.  Carolina  have  acceded  to  the  alteration  proposed  ; 
but  have  no  evidence  that  the  other  states  have  as  yet  decided 
thereon.  As  it  is  necessary  that  the  one  or  the  other  measure 
should  be  immediately  resorted  to,  they  are  of  opinion  it  should 
be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  which  have  not  yet  decided 
between  them,  to  come  to  decision  at  their  next  roeciing. 

In  order  to  present  to  the  eye  a  general  view  of  the  sereral 
existing  requisitions  &  of  the  payments  made  under  them,  the 
Committee  has  subjoined  them  in  the  form  of  a  table,  wherein  the 
i"?  column  enumerates  the  stales ;  the  i*  the  apportionment  of 
the  Di. 300.000  :  the  3"  that  of  the  8.  millions  :  the  4'*'  thai  of  the 
a.  millions :  the  5*^  the  sums  paid  by  the  se\-eral  states  in  part  of 
their  respective  quotas  to  the  last  day  of  the  year  1783  :  and 
the  6*^  the  sums  now  required  to  made  up  three  fourths  of  their 
respective  quotas  of  the  8.  millions  express.*  in  DoUT  10*^  ft 
100?  of  DolL 
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New  Hunphsbire... 

UusachusetU 

Rhode  iiUntL 

CoDMCdCUL 

NfrwYoik 

Hew  Jersey 

PcDnsylYsnu. 

DcIawatc. 

Maryland 

VtrgiDM 

N.  Cwoliiu. 

S.  CaroliflB. 

G«OTgU 


4S.000 
193.000' I 

3B.000 
■33.900 

o6>0OD 

iSaooo 
16.80a 
139.000 
t74-(»a 
88.800 
72.000 
14.400 


I.900.OOO 


373.  sgs 

747- 19& 
373.598 
485.679 

.130.794 
113.08s 

933-99^ 
.307.5«M 
tea.677 

373-59* 
34.905 


I? 


80.000 
39aooo 

48.000 

338.000 

90.000 
110.000 
300.000 

38.000 
990.000 

390.000 
148.000 

130-000 

S4-000 


8.0OD.O00  3.000.000 


3.000 

347.676166 

67-847-q5 
131.577-83 

39.064.  I 
i03.0cki.99 
346.633.9S 

89.303.11 
115.103. 53 

344.301.57 


I.484.511.71 


277-198.  5 
73j.o30.33 

94.65504 
438.819.95 
341.134-  4 
363.354.  3 
493.963.51 

84.063.75 
6ii.i<M.88 
865.591.54 
467.009.7s 

18.678.75 


4.577.  S9»-« 


It  remaiced  lastly  to  consider  whether  no  fac3ities  might  b« 
given  to  the  paiment  of  these  sums  by  the  se«-era]  slates.  The 
Comntittce  observed  that  of  the  purpo&es  for  which  money  is 
wanting,  about  a  moiety  con  be  answered  by  nothing  but  money 
itself :  but  that  the  other  moiety,  consisting  of  interest  on  our 
domestic  debt,  may  be  effected  by  procuring  a  discount  of  the 
demand  in  the  hands  of  the  holder  ;  an  operation  which  will  be 
shorter  &  less  impoverishing  to  the  state.  And  however,  in  times 
of  greater  plenty,  the  accuracy  of  fiscal  administration  might  require 
aJl  transactions  to  be  in  actual  money,  at  the  treasury  itself;  yet 
till  our  constituents  shall  have  had  some  respite  from  their  late 
difficulties,  it  behoves  us  to  prefer  their  easement.  The  Commit- 
tee are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  several  legislatures  may  be 
admitted  so  to  model  the  collection  of  the  sums  now  called  for  as 
that,  the  one  half  being  paid  in  actual  money,  the  other  may  be 
discharged  by  procuring  discounts  of  interest  with  our  domciiuc 
creditors ;  only  taking  care  that  the  collection  of  money  shall 
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proceed  at  least  in  equal  pace  with  the  operations  of  discoaot. 
And  to  ascertain  the  evidence  of  discount  which  shall  be  receiv- 
able in  lieu  of  money,  the  holders  of  loan  office  certificates  shall 
be  at  liberty  to  can7  them  to  the  office  from  which  they  issaed  ; 
and  the  holders  of  certificaies  of  other  liquidated  debts  of  the 
United  States,  to  carry  the  same  to  the  loan  of5ce  of  that  State 
wherein  the  debt  was  contracted  and  to  have  the  interest  due 
thereon  settled  9i  certified  to  the  last  day  of  the  year  17S3 ;  for 
which  interest  the  loan  officer  shall  give  a  certificate  in  such  form, 
and  under  such  cautions  &  instructions  as  the  Superintendant 
of  finance  shall  transmit  to  him  ;  which  certificates  of  interest,  be- 
ing parted  with  by  the  holder  of  the  principal,  shall  be  deemed 
evidence  that  he  has  received  satisfaction  for  the  same,  &  there- 
fore shall  be  receivable  from  the  beater,  within  the  same  State,  in 
lieu  of  money  in  the  proportion  before  stated.  And  where  loan 
office  certificates,  issued  after  the  1"  day  of  Mar.  1778,  shall  be 
presented  to  the  loan  officer,  they  shall  be  reduced  to  their  specie 
value  according  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  June  28,  178c. 
that  specie  value  expressed  on  some  part  of  the  certificate,  &  the 
interest  thereon  settled  &  certified  as  in  other  cases. 


TO   GEORGE    WASHINGTON. 


W.   MIS. 


A-VKArous,  M«r.  31.  \^%\, 

Dbar  Sir, — Your  servant  delivered  me  yotir  favor 
this  morning;  CapL  Barney  is  gone  to  Philadelphia 
and  his  vessel  to  Baltimore,  having  left  with  me  one 
of  your  packages  only.  The  persons  who  brought 
this  could  give  me  no  certain  account  of  the  other 
package  which  you  suppose  to  have  been  brought. 
This  your  ser\'ant  now  receives. 

Being  obliged  to  seize  a  moment  in  Congress  of 
writing  you  these  few  lines,  I  can  only  mention  to  you 
that  latt:  advices  from  Europe  mention  another  revo- 
lution in  the  British  ministry,  Mr.  Pitt  &  his  friends 


haviog  resigned.   No  new  ministry  was  formed.  This 
does  not  come  however  authentically. 


TO  THE   GOVERNOR  OF  VTRCINIA.* 

(tENJAMlM  HABKISON.) 

iMfNAfous,  Apr.  3,  1784. 

Sir, — We  have  received  no  foreign  intelligence 
through  any  authentic  channel  since  the  letter  of  Dr. 
Franklin  of  Dec.  25,  an  extract  from  which  I 
formerly  did  myself  the  honour  of  enclosing  to  you. 
Through  different  ways  however,  such  as  to  merit 
belief,  we  have  information  that  the  utmost  confusion 
prevails  in  the  British  government.  The  House  of 
Commons  on  the  i6th  of  January  came  to  a  vote  that 
the  ministry  (Mr.  Pitt  &  his  associates)  neither  pos- 
sessed nor  ought  to  possess  the  confidence  of  the 
nation.  One  account  sais  that  on  this  Mr.  Pitt 
resigned.  Another  that  he  had  not  resigned  and  that 
the  doubt  was  whether  the  King  would  dissolve  the 
parliament  or  part  with  his  ministr)'.  The  error  in 
the  composition  of  the  administration  seems  to  have 
been  the  filling  it  from  the  house  of  lords,  and  taking 
in  not  enough  of  the  men  of  interest  and  talents  in 
the  house  of  commons.  Matters  on  the  continent 
are  quiet  The  Emperor  &  Dutch  have  appointed 
commissioners  to  settle  their  differences.  Whether 
his  object  was  to  have  opened  the  Scheld,  or  whether 
the  dispute  arose  about  contested  territory  seems  not 
very  clear.  I  should  have  added  to  the  above  intelli- 
gence that  the  city  of  London  were  warm  for  Mr. 

'  From  Ibc  onginai  in  Ibe  powCTitop  of  Hr.  F.  J.  Drccr.  of  PluUdelphia. 
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Pitt  and  had  addressed  the  King  to  continue  his 
favor  to  him. — Your  letter  from  Mount  Vernon  came 
safely  to  hand.  We  have  eleven  states  in  Congress, 
and  are  applying  ourselves  solely  to  the  important 
subjects.  I  am  not  without  hopes  that  we  shall  be 
able  by  the  first  of  May  to  adjourn  till  November. 
Nothing  could  prevent  it  but  the  loss  of  votes  some- 
times by  divisions  of  the  states,  8  of  the  1 1  being 
represented  by  two  members  only,  any  three  of  the 
sixteen  members  can  still  defeat  our  endeavors,  and 
your  knowledge  of  men  will  suggest  to  you  the 
possibility  of  3  dissenting  voices  out  of  16  on  any 
question.  Mr.  Mercer,  the  corresponding  member  for 
the  month  will  perhaps  be  able  to  supply  any  intel* 
ligence  which  may  escape  me. 


TO    GEORGE   WASHINGTON. 


W.  Htt. 


Akhatous,  Apr.  4, 1784. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  query  as 
to  the  distance  from  New  York  to  Cuyahoga,  as  it 
occasioned  my  re-examination  of  that  matter  & 
detection  of  an  error  of  150  miles.  The  distances 
from  New  York  to  Niagara  I  collect  from  information 
as  follows 
from   N.  York  to  Albany   164  miles 

Oneida    165 

Oswego  171 

Niagara  iSo 
680 
From  Niagara  to  Cuyahoga  140    this  last  distance  I 

820 
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collect  by  measuring  on  Hutchin's  map  &  reducing 
that  proportionably  by  the  known  distance  from 
Niagara  to  Detroit  which  is  250  miles. 

The  public  papers  confirm  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Pitt  &  his  friends.  A  ship  arrived  here.  &  some 
others  in  Philadelphia  have  brought  us  a  riddle  with- 
out a  key.  They  received  their  bounties  &  draw- 
backs on  clearing  out  from  London  as  they  used  to 
do  while  we  were  colonies  without  any  public  act 
authorizing  it  being  visible.  The  Custom  house 
officers  tendered  them,  &  they  were  not  so  rude  as  to 
refuse  them.  The  prohibitory  proclamation  they  say 
is  eluded  &  connived  at  by  government.  We  have 
1 1  states  in  Congress  &  hope  by  the  middle  of  May 
to  adjourn  to  November.  If  anything  prevents  this 
it  will  be  the  representation  of  8.  states  of  the  1 1.  by 
2  members  each,  who  frequently  dividing  retard  busi- 
ness extremely. — The  inclosed  letter  was  put  into  my 
hands  with  a  request  to  forward  it  to  you. — This  will 
be  delivered  you  by  Mons'  de  HogendorfF,  a  relation 
of  Mr.  Van  Bcrchcl's.  A  very  particular  acquaintance 
with  him  here  has  led  me  to  consider  him  as  the  best 
informed  man  of  his  age  I  have  ever  seen.  Nature 
&  application  seem  equally  to  have  concurred  in  fit- 
ting him  for  important  business.  He  returns  to 
Holland,  his  native  country,  in  the  summer,  and  can- 
not deny  himself  the  satisfaction  of  paying  his  tribute 
of  respect  to  you. 

P.  S.  The  Minister  of  France  arrived  hereto-day. 
I  believe  he  is  on  a  tour  through  Virginia,  but  I  have 
not  yet  learned  when  he  sets  out.     Since  writing  this 
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I  learn  that  the  Minister  has  declined  his  tour  through 
Vii^nia,  but  thinks  to  go  as  far  as  your  house  :  per- 
haps within  a  fortnight 


NOTES  ON  THE    ESTABLISHMENT   OP  A  MONEY    UNIT,  AND 
OF  A  COINAGE  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES.' 

[AprU,  1784.  J 

In  fixing  the  Unit  of  Money,  these  circumstanccB  are  of  prin- 
cipal importance. 

L  That  it  be  of  eotrpement  site  to  be  applied  as  a  measure  to 
the  common  money  transactions  of  life. 

II.  That  its  parts  and  multiples  be  in  an  iosy  froporH^n  to  each 
other,  so  as  to  facilitate  the  money  arithmetic. 

III.  That  the  Unit  and  its  parts,  or  divisions,  be  so  tuarfy  0/ 
$ht  value  of  ionu  0/  ifu  Jtwum  (ffim,  as  thai  they  may  be  of  easy 
adoption  for  the  people. 

The  Spanish  Dollar  seems  to  fulfill  all  these  conditions. 

I.  Taking  into  our  view  all  money  transactions,  great  and 
small,  1  question  if  a  common  measure  of  more  tonteniem  au 
than  the  Dollar  could  be  proposed.  The  value  of  100,  looo^ 
10,000  dollars  is  well  estimated  by  the  mind  ;  so  is  that  of  the 
tenth  or  the  hundredth  of  a  dollar.  Few  transactions  are  above 
or  below  these  limits.  The  expediency  of  attending  to  the  stac 
of  the  money  Unit  will  be  evident,  to  any  one  who  will  coDtider 
how  inconvenient  it  would  be  to  a  manufacturer  or  merchant,  if, 
instead  of  the  yard  for  measuring  clothj  either  the  inch  or  the 
mile  bad  been  made  the  Unit  of  Measure. 


'  See  Jefl«r»oa'«  AmtM«gr^y  (i.  73) ;  pifiomatu  Om^vmitmt,  XD. 
6z  ;  sad  Sparks'  Lift  tfComvtmtwr  Morris,  l,  373. 

TUt  wik  printed  u ; 

NotM  /  on  th«  /  EsUblUhmeat  /  of  a  /  Money  Unit.  /  ud  ol  «  /  eobap:  far 
the  UDtted  States.    [Pvii:  178^]  Sro.  pp.  14. 

Il  wu  alto  printed  in  : 

Propocrbom  ncpecttng  th«  Coinage  /  of  GoM,  ^m  tod  Copper.     [itH-I 

folio,  pp.   13. 
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II,  The  most  easy  ratio  of  mDhiplication  and  dirision,  is  that 
by  ten.  Every  one  knows  ihe  facility  of  Decimal  Arithmetic. 
Every  one  remembers,  that,  when  learning  Money- Arithmetic,  he 
used  to  be  puzzled  with  adding  the  farthings,  taking  out  the  fours 
and  carrying  them  on  ;  adding  the  pence,  taking  out  the  twelves 
and  carrying  them  on  ;  adding  the  shillings,  taking  out  the  twen- 
ties and  carr)-ing  them  on ;  but  when  he  came  to  the  pounds, 
where  he  had  only  tens  to  carry  forward,  it  was  easy  and  free 
from  error.  The  bulk  of  mankind  are  school-boys  through  life. 
These  little  perplexities  are  always  great  to  them.  And  even 
mathematical  heads  feel  the  relief  of  an  easier,  substituted  for  a 
more  difficult  process.  Foreigners,  too,  who  trade  and  travel 
among  us,  will  find  a  great  facility  in  understanding  our  coins  and 
accounts  from  this  ratio  of  subdivision.  Those  who  have  had 
occasion  to  convert  the  livres,  sols,  and  deniers  of  the  French  ; 
the  gilders,  stivers,  and  frenings  of  the  Dutch  ;  the  pounds,  shil- 
lings, pence,  and  farthings  of  these  several  States;  into  each  other, 
can  judge  how  much  they  would  have  been  aided,  had  their 
several  subdivisions  been  in  a  decimal  ratio.  Certainly,  in  all 
cases,  where  we  are  free  to  choose  between  easy  and  difficult 
modes  of  operation,  it  is  most  rational  to  choose  the  easy.  The 
Financier,  therefore,  in  his  report,  well  proposes  that  our  Coins 
should  be  in  decimal  proportions  to  one  another.  If  we  adopt 
the  Dollar  for  our  Unit,  we  should  strike  four  coins,  one  of  gold, 
two  of  silver,  and  one  of  copper,  viz. : 

I.  A  golden  piece,  equal  in  value  to  ten  dollars: 

a.  The  Unit  or  Dollar  itself,  of  silver: 

3.  The  tenth  of  a  Dollar,  of  silver  also  : 

4.  The  hundredth  of  a  Dollar,  of  copper. 

Compare  the  arithmetical  operations,  on  the  same  sum  of 
money  expressed  in  this  form,  and  expressed  in  the  pound  sterling 
and  it*  division. 


C  \.  fi.  qn.   DoUan. 

Addition.       8  13  1 1   i-a  =  38.6$ 

4  13    8  >4  =  *o,6i 

13    6    B  1-4  =  59.a& 


£  %.   A.  qrv  Doltm. 
Snbtradion.  S  13  ti   1-3  =  38,65 
4  la    8  9-4  saoiOt 

4     I     13-4=  18,04 
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Multiplication  by  ft, 

£  i.  d.  qn.   Dolltn. 

8  13  II  t'i  =  38.6s 

90  8 


Dtviaon  hf  8. 

8  13  II  1-3  =  SJ  }8.6s 
■o  4.83 


•309.  »o 

in 
n 

9087 

«oS7 

4 

4 

8350 

8 

8  J  8950 

4  J  »043 
laj  afc  j-4 

00  J  31  3  3-4 

£1     I   i  3-4 

4  J  M.  Boo 
laj  16700 
90J  1391  8 
Z69  "  8 

A  bare  inspection  of  the  above  operations  vriU  ennce  the  labor 
which  is  occasioned  by  subdividing  the  Unit  into  aoths,  z4oths, 
and  96olh5,  as  the  English  do,  and  as  we  have  done ;  and  the 
ease  of  subdivision  in  a  decimal  ratio.  The  same  difference  arises 
in  malting  pafment.  An  Englishman,  to  pay  j£i,  ly.  iti/. 
1-2  qrs.,  must  find,  by  calculation,  what  combination  of  the  cotiu 
of  his  country  will  pay  this  sum  ;  but  an  American  having  the 
same  sum  to  pay,  thus  expressed  $38.65,  will  know,  by  inspection 
onl^,  that  three  golden  pieces,  eight  units  or  dollars,  six  tenths, 
and  five  coppers,  pay  it  precisely. 

III.  The  third  condition  requiredii,  that  the  Unit,  its  multiples, 
and  subdivisions,  coincide  in  value  with  some  of  the  known 
coins  so  nearly,  that  the  people  may,  bjr  a  quick  reference  in  the 
mind,  estimate  their  value.  If  this  be  not  attended  to,  they  will 
be  very  long  in  adopting  the  innovation,  if  ever  ihey  adopt  it. 
'Let  us  examine,  in  this  point  of  view,  each  of  the  four  cubs 
proposed. 

t.  The  golden  piece  will  be  1-5  more  than  a  half  Joe,  and  1-15 
more  than  a  double  guinea.  It  will  be  readily  estimated,  then,  by 
reference  to  either  of  ihem  ;  but  more  readily  and  accurately  »■ 
equal  to  ten  dollars. 

3.  The  Unit,  or  Dollar,  is  a  known  coin,  and  the  most  familiar 
of  all,  to  the  minds  of  the  people.     It  is  already  adopted  from 
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South  to  North  ?  hu  identified  our  currency,  and  therefore  hap- 
pily offers  itself  as  a  Unit  already  introduced.  Oui  public  debt, 
our  requisitions,  and  their  appointments,  have  given  it  actual  and 
long  possession  of  the  place  of  Unit.  The  course  of  our  com- 
merce, too,  will  bring  us  more  of  this  than  of  any  other  foreign 
coin,  and  therefore  renders  it  more  worthy  of  attention.  I  know 
of  no  Unit  which  can  be  proposed  in  competition  with  the  Dollar, 
but  the  Pound.  But  what  is  the  Pound  ?  1547  grains  of  fine 
silver  in  Georgia ;  1389  grains  in  Virginia,  Connecticut,  Rhode 
Island,  Massachusetts,  and  New  Hampshire;  1031  1-4  grains  to 
Maryland.  Delaware,  Pennsylvania,  and  New  Jersey  ;  966  3-4 
grains  in  North  Carolina  and  New  York.  Which  of  the»e  shall 
we  adopt  ?  To  which  State  give  that  pre-eminence  of  which  ail 
are  so  jealous  ?  And  on  which  impose  the  difficuUies  of  a  new 
estimate  of  their  com,  their  cattle,  and  other  commodities  ? 
Or  shall  we  hang  the  pound  sterling,  as  a  common  badge, 
about  all  Iheir  necks  ?  This  contains  1718  j-4  grains  of  pure 
xilrer.  It  is  difficult  to  familiarize  a  new  coin  to  the  people  ;  it 
is  more  difficult  to  familiarize  them  to  a  new  coin  with  an  old 
name,  Happily,  the  dollar  is  familiar  to  them  all,  and  is  already 
as  much  referred  to  for  a  measure  of  value,  as  their  respective 
provincial  pounds. 

j.  The  tenth  will  be  precisely  the  Spanish  bit,  or  half  pistereen. 
This  is  a  coin  perfectly  familiar  to  us  all.  When  we  shall  make 
B  new  coin,  then,  equal  in  value  to  this,  it  will  be  of  ready  esti- 
mate with  the  people. 

4.  The  hundredth,  or  copper,  will  differ  little  from  the  copper 
of  the  four  Eastern  States,  which  is  1-108  of  a  dollar ;  still  less 
from  the  penny  of  New  York  and  North  Carolina,  which  is  1-96 
of  a  dollar  ;  and  somewhat  more  from  the  pentty  or  copper  of 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and  Maryland,  which  is  1-90  of 
a  dollar.  It  will  be  about  the  medium  between  the  old  and  the 
new  coppers  of  these  States,  and  will  therefore  soon  be  substi- 
tuted for  them  both.  In  Virginia,  coppers  have  never  been  in 
use.  It  will  be  as  easy,  therefore,  to  introduce  them  there  of  one 
value  as  of  another.  The  copper  coin  proposed  will  be  nearly 
equal  to  three-fourths  of  their  penny,  which  is  the  same  with  the 
penny  lawful  of  the  Eastern  States. 
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A  great  deal  of  small  change  is  useful  in  a  State,  and  tends  to 
reduce  ihe  price  of  small  articles.  Perhaps  it  would  not  be  amiss 
to  coin  three  more  pieces  of  silver,  one  of  the  value  of  five-tenths, 
or  half  a  dollar,  one  of  the  value  of  two-tenihs,  which  would  be 
equal  to  the  Spanish  pistereeD,  and  one  of  the  value  of  five  cop- 
pers, which  would  be  equal  to  the  Spanish  half-bit.  Wc  should 
then  have  five  silver  coins,  rtz.: 

1.  The  Unit  or  Dollar  : 

2.  The  half  dollar  or  6ve-lcnths  : 

3.  The  double  tenth,  equal  to  s,  or  one-fifth  of  a  dollar,  <a  to 
the  pistereen  : 

4.  The  tenth,  equal  to  a  Spanish  bit : 

5.  The  five  copper  piece,  equal  to  .5,  or  one-twentieth  of  a 
dollar,  or  the  half-bit. 

The  plan  reported  by  the  Financier  is  worthy  of  his  sound 
judgment.  It  admits,  however,  of  objection,  in  the  size  of  the 
Unit.  He  proposes  that  this  shall  be  the  1440th  part  of  a  dollar : 
so  that  it  will  require  1440  of  bis  units  to  make  the  one  before 
proposed.  He  was  ted  to  adopt  this  by  a  mathematical  attention 
to  our  old  currencies,  all  of  which  this  Unit  will  measure  without 
leaving  a  fraction.  But  as  our  object  is  to  get  rid  of  those  cur- 
rencies, the  advantage  derived  from  this  coincidence  will  soon  be 
past,  whereas  the  inconveniences  of  this  Unit  will  forever  remain^ 
if  they  do  not  altogether  prevent  its  introduction.  It  is  defective 
in  two  of  the  throo  requisites  of  a  Money  Unit.  i.  It  is  incon- 
venient in  its  application  lo  the  ordinary  money  traosactioiu. 
io,Doa  dollars  will  require  eight  figures  lo  express  then,  to  wit, 
14,400.000  units.  A  horse  or  bullocfc  of  eighty  dollars  value, 
will  require  a  notation  of  six  figures,  to  wit,  115,300  units.  As 
a  money  of  account,  this  will  be  laborious,  even  when  facilitated 
by  the  aid  of  decimal  arithmetic  :  as  a  common  measure  of  the 
value  of  property,  it  will  be  too  minute  to  be  comprehended  by 
the  people.  The  French  are  subjected  to  very  laborious  calcula- 
tions, the  Livre  being  their  ordinary  money  of  account,  and  this 
but  between  i-sth  and  i-6th  of  a  dollar  ;  but  what  will  be  our 
labors  should  our  roooey  of  account  be  i-i44oih  of  a  dollar  ^ 
2.  It  is  neither  equal,  nor  near  to  any  of  the  known  coins  in 
value. 
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If  wc  determine  thu  %  Dollar  shall  be  our  Unit,  we  roust  then 
say  with  precision  what  a  Dollar  is.  This  coin,  struck  at  differ- 
ent times,  of  different  weightK  and  fineness,  is  of  different  values. 
Sir  Isaac  Newton's  assay  and  representation  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury,  in  1717,  of  those  which  he  examined,  make  their  values 
as  follows : 

dwts.  gn. 
17 — 13  containing  387  pviiu  of  pure  lilTcr 
17—105.9   ■■         385  i-a 

17—^  "         385  3-4 

14—  "         30fl  7-10 


The  Scrillc  piece  of  eighl 
Tbe  M«»CD  piece  of  eijilil    . 
Tbe  I'iilar  piece  of  eight 
The  Dcw  Serille  [>j«c«  of  eight 


The  Financier  states  the  old  Dollar  as  containing  376  grains 
of  fine  silver,  and  the  new  365  grains.  If  the  Dollars  circulating 
among  us  be  of  every  date  equally,  we  should  examine  the  quan- 
tity of  pure  metal  in  each,  and  from  them  form  an  average  for  our 
Unit  This  is  a  work  proper  to  be  committed  to  mathematicians 
as  well  as  merchants,  and  which  should  be  decided  on  actual  and 
accurate  cxpenment. 

The  quantum  of  alloy  is  also  to  be  decided.  Some  is  necessary 
to  prc%'cnt  the  coin  from  wearing  too  fast  ;  too  much,  fills  our 
pockets  with  copper,  instead  of  silver.  The  silver  coin  assayed 
by  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  varied  from  t  i-a  to  76  pennyweights  alloy, 
in  the  pound  troy  of  mixed  metal.  The  British  standard  has  18 
dwt.;  the  Spanish  coins  assayed  by  Sir  Isaac  Newion  have  from 
x8  to  19  i-a  dwt ;  the  new  French  crown  has  in  fact  19  i-», 
though  by  edict,  it  should  have  ao  dwt.,  that  is  t-is. 

The  taste  of  our  countrymen  will  require,  that  their  furniture 
plate  should  be  as  good  as  the  British  standard.  Taste  cannot  b« 
controlled  by  taw.  Let  it  then  give  the  law,  in  a  point  which  is 
indifferunt  to  a  certain  degree.  Let  the  Legislature  fix  the  alloy 
of  furniture  plate  at  18  dwt,  the  British  standard,  and  Congress 
that  of  their  coin  at  one  ounce  in  the  pound,  the  French  sundard. 
This  proportion  has  been  found  convenient  for  the  alloy  of  gold 
coin,  and  it  will  simplify  the  system  of  our  mint  to  alloy  both 
metals  in  the  same  degree.  The  coin,  too,  being  the  least  pure, 
will  be  the  less  easily  melted  into  plate.  These  reasons  are  light, 
indeed,  and,  of  course,  will  only  weigh,  if  no  heavier  ones  can 
be  opposed  to  them. 
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The  proportion  between  the  values  of  gold  ind  silver  is  a  mer- 
canlilc  problem  altogether.  It  would  be  inaccurate  to  fix  it  by 
the  popular  exchanges  of  a  half  Joe  for  eight  dollars,  a  Louis  for 
four  French  crowns,  or  five  X^uis  for  ttreaty-three  dollars.  The 
first  of  these  would  be  about  the  Spaoish  proportion  between  gold 
and  silver ;  the  second,  the  French  ;  the  third,  a  mere  popular 
barter,  wher^n  convenience  is  consulted  more  than  accuracy. 
The  legal  proportion  in  Spain  is  i6  for  i  ;  in  England,  15  \'i  for 
I  ;  in  France,  15  for  1.  The  Spaniards  and  English  are  found, 
in  experience,  to  retain  an  over-proportion  of  gold  coins,  and  to 
lose  their  silver.  The  French  have  a  greater  proportion  of  silver. 
The  difference  at  market  has  been  on  the  decrease.  The  Finan- 
cier states  it  at  present,  as  at  14  i-a  for  one.  Just  principles  will 
lead  us  to  disregard  legal  proportions  altogether  ;  to  enquire  into 
the  market  price  of  gold,  in  the  several  countries  with  which  we 
shall  principally  be  connected  in  commerce,  and  to  take  an  aver- 
age from  them.  Perhaps  we  might,  with  safety,  lean  to  a  propor- 
tion somewhat  above  par  for  gold,  considering  our  neighborhood, 
and  commerce  with  the  sources  of  the  coins,  and  the  tendency 
which  the  high  price  of  gold  in  Spain  has,  to  draw  thither  all 
that  of  their  mines,  leaving  silver  principally  for  our  and 
other  markets.  It  is  not  impossible  that  15  for  i,  may  be 
found  an  eligible  proportion.  I  state  it,  however,  as  a  conjecture 
only. 

As  to  the  alloy  for  gold  coin,  the  British  is  an  ounce  in  the 
pound ;  the  French,  Spanish,  and  Portuguese  differ  from  that, 
only  from  a  quarter  of  a  grain,  to  a  grain  and  a  half.  I  shoaki, 
therefore,  prefer  the  British,  merely  because  its  fraction  stands 
in  a  more  simple  form,  and  facilitates  the  calculations  into  which 
it  enters. 

Should  the  Unit  be  fixed  at  365  grains  of  pore  silver,  gold  at 
IS  for  1,  and  the  alloy  of  both  be  one-twelfth,  the  weight  of  the 
coins  will  be  as  follows  : 

Gralna.  Gnlsfc  dvt.  T-jIm 

Tbi  CohtoB  ptww  f-rrf'-'-K  >4>  ■*!  <^  po  Maikl,  n.ii  of  aBo^,  wBl  weigh  it — 1^\ 
Tto  UnH  or  Dttltaf       .       .  i«5       ■       ■       .       ■>]■*>       ....     rt—M-it 
TtalMUdanv.ariv«lMU*.>S>i->      .      .      .    tCn  .      .      .      •         a-ia* 
TbeSfia.wrManta.      .73         ...       s^      ...      .      j-r^j 
Th»  UBik,  01 BH.  .     iSix  .     Hit  .  >—«»■««■ 

Tk«l«rt«Ut«k,0>lMtrB)t,     .    tSiH  ■■A»         ....  if^ 
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The  quantity  of  fine  silver  which  shall  constitute  the  Unit,  be- 
ing settled,  and  the  proportion  of  the  value  of  gold  to  that  of 
silver  ;  a  table  should  be  formed  from  the  assay  before  suggested, 
classing  the  several  foreign  coins  according  to  their  fineness,  de- 
claring the  worth  of  a  pennyweight  or  grain  in  each  class,  and 
that  they  shall  be  lawful  lenders  at  those  rates,  if  not  clipped  or 
otherwise  diminished  ;  and,  where  diminished,  offering  their 
value  for  them  at  the  mint,  deducting  the  expense  of  re-coinoge. 
Here  the  Legislatures  should  co-operate  with  Congress,  in  pro- 
viding that  no  money  be  received  or  paid  at  their  treasunes,  or 
by  any  of  their  officers,  or  any  bank,  but  on  actual  weight;  in 
making  it  criminal,  in  a  high  degree,  to  diminish  their  own  coins, 
and,  in  some  smaller  degree,  to  offer  them  in  payment  when 
diminished. 

That  this  subject  may  be  properly  prepared,  and  in  readiness 
for  Congress  to  take  up  at  their  meeting  in  November,  something 
must  now  be  done.  The  present  session  drawing  to  a  close,  they 
probably  would  not  choose  to  enter  far  into  this  undertaking 
themselves.  The  Committee  of  the  States,  however,  during  the 
recess,  will  have  time  to  digest  it  thoroughly,  if  Congress  will 
fix  some  general  principles  for  thetr  government.  Suppose  they 
be  instructed. 

To  appoint  proper  persons  to  assty  and  examine,  with  the  ut- 
most accuracy  practicable,  the  Spanish  milled  dollars  of  diflerent 
dales,  in  circulation  with  us. 

To  assay  and  examine,  in  like  manner,  the  fineness  of  al!  the 
other  coins  which  may  be  found  in  circulation  within  these 
States. 

To  report  to  the  Committee  the  result  of  these  assays,  by  them 
to  be  laid  before  Congress. 

To  appoint,  also,  proper  persons  to  enquire  what  are  the  pro- 
portions between  the  values  of  line  gold,  and  Gnc  silver,  at  the 
markets  of  the  several  countries  with  which  we  are,  or  probably 
may  be,  connected  in  commerce  ;  and  what  would  be  a  proper 
proportion  here,  having  regard  to  the  average  of  their  values  at 
those  markets,  and  to  other  circumstances,  and  to  report  the  same 
to  the  Committee,  by  them  to  be  laid  before  Congress. 

To  prepare  an  Ordinance  for  esublishing  the  Unit  of  Money 
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fior  wriMttPifflwg  it :  mdA  for  stnkin;:  coins  of 
■  iHHi  fr  m  [&■  SoOowtsfi  prociptol  : 

Cvir  «tf  ihoe  SlaHes  dtoU  be  equal  in  valoe 

fAC  titixi  u  the 
br  canttoKd.  on  so  sTcnce, 

VTlh  •&. 

■ad  fanndredUu  ; 

oC  Che  vatee  of  a  Unit ;  ooe 

■  ufar^ow'Cwth  o(  a  Unit ;  one 

« tbc  %fitth^h^  of  a.  Unit. 

oi  foU  of  tkc  Tiloe  of  ten  Units, 

mod  tfa«  iudpaent  of  the 


df  gaU.  tad  shcr,  shall  be  equal 

be  gBopoHdiar  ptawriag  thdr  diauaatioa, 
id  abo  Ikar  <«ntaty,  and  ifciK  af  xof  atkai»  wbca  dhninwhed. 
That  tbe  aevenl  Canv*  cans  be  deKr^ed  ud  daued  in  Ibe 
tbe  tmtmg^  vt  tacb  dM*  ttued,  aod  its  value  by 
Uate  and  dacaaai  pafis  of  UaHa. 
And  ibas  tbe  ii'it  iliiathl  rif  ■■  Hiiiiianrf  Tif  rffnnrfl  fn  run 
IB  81  chdr  aeit  Beedafc  iiar  tbav  caiidnnion  and  deteniu> 


A{>an««. 


The  preceding  notes  bavins  bees  subnitted  to  tbe  considenuios 
of  the  Financier,  he  fa%ored  raevitb  bis opinioD aod  observations 
OA  Htcm,  which  render  necessair  tbe  foUown^MippleaeiUary  ex* 

|4aft4tH>DS. 

I  obacnred,  to  the  preceding  notes,  that  the  trae  proportfoo  of 
valae  between  gold  asd  sOtct  was  a  mercantile  problem  alto- 
gether, and  that,  perhaps,  fifteen  for  one,  might  be  found  an 
clifplile  proportion.  Tbe  Financier  is  so  good  as  to  inform  me, 
thst  this  would  be  higher  than  the  market  would  justify.     Coofi* 
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dcQl  of  his  better  information  on  this  subject,  I  recede  from  that 
idtt.* 

He  also  iofonns  me,  that  the  several  coins,  in  circulation 
among  us,  have  been  already  assayed  with  accuracy,  and  the  result 
published  in  a  work  on  that  subject.  The  assay  of  Sir  Isaac 
Newton  had  superceded,  in  my  mind,  the  necessity  of  this  opera- 
tion as  to  the  older  coins,  which  were  the  subject  of  his  exam- 
ination. This  later  work,  with  equal  reason,  may  be  considered 
as  saving  the  same  trouble  as  to  the  latter  coins. 

So  far,  then,  I  accede  to  the  opinions  of  the  Financier.  On 
the  other  hand,  he  seems  to  concur  with  me,  in  thinking  his 
smallest  fractional  division  too  minute  for  a  Unit,  and,  therefore, 
proposes  to  transfer  that  denomination  to  his  largest  silver  coin, 
containing  1000  of  the  units  first  proposed,  and  worth  about  4s. 
ad.  lawful,  or  25-36  of  a  Dollar.  The  only  question  then  re- 
maining between  us  is,  whether  the  Dollar,  or  this  coin,  be  best 
for  the  Unit.  We  both  agree  that  tht  ease  of  aiioption  with  the 
ptopU,  is  the  thing  to  be  aimed  at. 

I.  As  to  the  Dollar,  events  have  overtaken  and  superseded  the 
question.  It  is  no  longer  a  doubt  whether  the  people  can  adopt 
it  with  case  ;  they  have  adopted  it,  and  will  have  to  be  turned  out 
of  that,  into  another  tract  of  calculation,  if  another  Unit  be 
assumed.  They  have  now  two  Units,  which  they  use  with  equal 
facility,  viz.,  the  Pound  of  their  respective  State,  and  the  Dollar. 
The  first  of  these  is  peculiar  to  each  State  ;  the  second,  happily, 
common  to  all.  In  each  State,  the  people  have  an  easy  rule  of 
converting  the  pound  of  their  State  into  dollars,  or  dollars  into 
pounds  :  and  this  is  enough  for  (hem,  without  knowing  how  this 
may  be  done  in  every  Stale  of  the  Union.  Such  of  them  as  live 
near  enough  the  borders  of  their  State  to  have  dealings  with  their 
neighbors,  learn  also  the  rule  of  their  neighbors ;  thus,  in  Virginia 
and  the  Eastern  States,  where  the  dollar  is  6s.  or  3-10  of  a  pound, 

'  la  •  newsptper,  whidi  freqaentljr  sivn  v"^  d«ufb  in  poUiical  ecoaomy,  I 
rind,  under  the  Hunburgh  head,  that  the  prcscnl  maikel  pcier  of  Cold  tad 
Silm  H,  in  EBglood,  15.5  for  1  :  in  Ruaia.  15 ;  In  Hollaad.  14.75  "•  i"  ^▼t'y. 
14.6:  in  Frmnce,  14.43 :  in  Spain,  14.3:  in  Germany,  14.1  ;$:  the  averascof  which 
li  14.675  m  14  5-8.  I  woold  still  indiBc  to  give  a  little  nKnn  than  tfa«  naritet 
price  (or  gold,  bccauic  of  iti  Miperior  convenience  in  traaiportalfaa.—  7'.  J. 
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to  turn  pounds  into  doltant,  they  multiply  by  to  and  divide  by  3. 
To  turn  dollars  into  pounds,  ihey  multiply  by  3,  and  divide  by  10. 
Those  in  Virginia  vho  lire  near  10  Carolina,  where  the  dollar  is 
8s.  or  4-10  of  a  pound,  learn  the  operation  of  that  Sute,  which  is 
a  multiplication  by  4,  and  division  by  10,  et  e  iomxrso.  Those 
who  live  near  Maryland,  where  the  dollar  is  7s.  6d.  or  3-8  of  % 
pound,  multiply  by  3,  and  divide  by  8^  e/  ^  amxrm.  All  tbes« 
operations  are  easy,  and  have  been  found,  by  experience,  not  too 
much  for  the  arithmetic  of  the  p«ople,  when  they  have  occasion 
to  convert  their  old  Unit  into  dollars,  or  the  reverse. 

X.  As  to  the  Unit  of  the  Financier ;  in  the  Sutes  «hef«  the 
dollars  is  3-  to  of  a  pound,  this  Unit  will  be  5-^4.  Its  cotivcrsioD 
into  the  pound  then,  will  be  by  a  multiplication  of  5,  and  a  divi- 
sion by  34.  In  the  States  vhere  the  dollar  is  3-8  of  a  pound, 
this  Unit  will  be  35-96  of  a  pound,  and  the  operation  musi  be  to 
multiply  by  35,  and  divide  by  96.  ei  e  cvmxrw.  Wilicre  the  dollar 
t«  4-10  of  a  pound,  this  Unit  will  be  5-18.  The  simplicity  of  the 
fraction,  and  of  course  the  facility  of  convenkxi  and  reconver- 
sion, is  therefore  against  this  Unit,  and  in  favor  of  the  doIUr.  m 
every  instance.  The  only  advantage  it  has  over  the  dollar,  is, 
that  it  will  in  every  case  express  our  farthing  witboat  a  re- 
mainder ;  whereas,  though  the  dollar  aod  its  decimals  wiQ  ito  this 
in  many  cases,  it  will  not  in  alL  But.  even  in  these,  by  ezleiiding 
your  notation  one  Ggure  farther,  to  wit,  to  tbovsands,  ytm  ap- 
proximate to  perfect  accnracy  within  less  than  the  two-iboviaMllli 
part  of  a  dollar ;  an  atom  m  moaer  whidi  ever)  one  would  Def- 
lect. Against  this  single  ifkcanveniencc,  the  other  advantages  of 
the  dollar  are  more  than  saAcient  10  picpoadente.  This  Unit 
will  present  to  the  people  a  new  coin,  and  ■hclhci  tbejr  cadeavor 
to  estimate  iu  value  by  oompniing  it  with  a  Posad,  or  with  n 
Dollar,  the  Uoitt  they  now  poMCss.  tibey  wffl  find  the  r*— a— 
very  compoaod,  and  of  coarse  less  arromwodated  to  their  vam- 
prdKBwn  ud  hnbiti  than  the  dolbz.  Inrtrrd  thr  pmhaTiiiii  j  w, 
that  they  caidd  never  be  led  to  rnwipiitr  in  il  g.i  in  inli 

The  Financier  snppoacs  that  the  1-100  pnn  o£  n  dolw^  >a  aoC 
sofitcicntly  small,  where  the  poor  aic  |wrr.hwcBii  or  veadncs.  If 
it  is  not,  make  a  saaler  coa.  Bat  1  anped  thai  il 
eooaith.    Let  ns  eiaminr  facts,  in  coimcries  where  we 
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quaJoted  with  them.  Id  VLrgiDia,  where  our  towDS  are  few,  small, 
and  of  course  their  demaod  (or  necessaiies  very  limited,  we  have 
never  yet  been  able  to  introduce  a  copi>er  coin  at  alL  The  small- 
est coin  which  anybody  wili  receive  there,  is  the  hatf>bii,  or  1-20 
of  a  dollar.  In  those  States  where  the  towns  are  larger  and  more 
populoas,  a  more  habitual  barter  of  small  wants,  has  called  for  a 
copper  coin  of  1-90,  1-96,  or  \-\cA  of  a  dollar.  In  EnRiand, 
where  the  towns  are  many  and  populous,  and  where  ages  of  ex- 
perience have  matured  the  conveniences  of  intercourse,  they  have 
found  that  some  wants  may  be  supplied  for  a  farthing,  or  1-308 
of  a  dollar,  and  they  have  accommodated  a  coin  to  this  want. 
This  business  is  evidently  progressive.  In  Virginia,  we  are  far 
behind.  In  some  other  States,  (hey  are  further  advanced,  to  wit, 
to  ihe  appreciation  of  1*90,  t-96,  t-io8  of  a  dollar.  To  this  most 
advanced  state,  then,  I  accommodated  my  smallest  coin  in  the 
decimal  arrangement,  as  a  money  of  faymettt^  corresponding  with 
the  mffnty  0/  ateouHt.  I  have  no  doubt  the  time  will  come  when 
a  smaller  coin  will  be  called  for.  When  that  comes,  let  it  be 
made.  It  will  probably  be  the  half  of  the  copper  I  suppose,  that 
is  to  say,  5-1000  or  .005  of  a  dollar,  this  being  very  nearly  the 
farthing  of  England.  But  it  will  be  lime  enough  to  make  it,  when 
the  people  shall  be  ready  to  receive  it. 

My  proposition  then,  is,  that  oar  notation  of  money  shall  be 
decimal,  descending  ad  libitum  of  the  person  noting ;  that  the 
Unit  of  this  notation  shall  be  a  Dollar ;  that  coins  shall  be  ac- 
commodated to  it  from  ten  dollars  to  the  hundredth  of  a  dollar  ; 
and  that,  to  set  this  on  foot,  the  resolutions  be  adopted  which 
were  proposed  in  the  notes,  only  substituting  an  inquiry  inh  the 
finttu$s  0/  the  coins  in  lieu  of  an  astay  pf  than. 
Annapolis  May  9.  1784 


MOTION  ON  STEUBEN.'  c  c. 

[April  13.  <7B4l 

Congress  having  been  made  sensible  th.it  Major  GcnI.  Baron 
de  Steuben  when  he  left  Europe  to  enter  into  the  service  of 

'A  conmitlee  of  Congren  brougbl  in  a  repoit  od  Stcnben  AprO  t3Ul,  whkfa 
I  not  adopud.     His  c«m  wat  again  comMeted  April  ijlb ;  md  aome  time 
:  th«  discuacUm  tUi  notioD  wu  atadt. 


4SS 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


t«7R4 


Ancfica.  indcpcodaaily  of  other  saciificcst  rdinqaished  offices  of 
very   coosidenUc  jnwe  h.  Ibooow  — d    itial   wftlaM  hi   OM 

i  10  hi WMJt  <iialnjauMi 


Resolved  thst  the  proper  oficeri  proceed  lo  the  Uqaidation  oC 
(be  Mooies  doe  from  tbesc  sutcs  to  Mzf  Gen!  Baroa  de  Simben : 
that  ibe  taaniiwftii  XrnWm  <■!!■»■  w  p>g4  IheKut  ihn  ki 

Superintendant  of  fiiuace  report  to  Coc^rcss  bis  opintuo  of  tbe 
moct  speedy  k.  pnetiwbto  cflicftdo«u  meaas  of  procuriDg  4t 
paying  tfc«  same  ettber  bere  or  in  Eanqw ;  ibat  Baron  StcubcD 
be  asored  ihat  Congress  mil  adopt  these  or  soch  others,  as  shaU 
appear  most  proper  and  effectual  (or  doing  htm  ibat  ju&tice  whicb 
the  peculiarity  of  his  case  authorise  <»>  hi*  ^mm  atcoiBiiwdtioa 

in  thr  mi  I  II  ''  r '  ^  •  ^  '  r "  ^  ~i''-  '"i  I'lniiirinrt  rtnltoia  fw 

the  iw»rfi*l«  d»tiif»ty  of  wthJc^  >h*  ABt»»wr  wU  \t3k%  »* Jw> 


NOTES  ON  THE  PERMAXENT  SEAT  Of  CONGRESS.*      j.  vx. 

[April  13,  17S4] 
North  River — recomeoded  fortbe  pennaaeot seat  of  CoDg^cbicfiy 

by  its  security  against  foreign  danger. 
FalU  of  Potomac — By  \.  geograpbtcal  centtality— i.  proximity  to 

WeMem  Country  already  ceded — ^3.  inducemcDt  to   further 

cessions  from  K.  C  S.  C.  &  Georgia.     4.  remoteness  from  the 

influence  of  any  overgrown  commercial  dty. 
Falls  of  Delaware — By  i.  centrality  with  regard  to  ntunber  of 

inhabitants.     3.  centrality  as  to  n°  of  States  &  of  Delegates. 

3.  facility  of  obtaining  intctligcnce  from  sea. 

Temporaiy  seat  of  Congress — 

Piinceton — in  favor  of  it,  i.  its  neighbourhood  to  the  Permanent 

seat,  1.  inconvenieocy  of  a  removal.     3.  beneficial  effect  of  a 

frugal  situation  of  Cong?  on  their  popularity  tbrougbout  the 

■  Probably  lued  durlnc  lb*  diacssnon  of  thh  qaotlon  ia  Cot^rcat,  Afrfl  \% 

1784.     Cf.  Jirumatt. 
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States.  4.  the  risque  in  case  of  removal  from  Princeton  of 
retumiog  under  the  commercial  &  corrupt  influence  of  Philad' — 
against  it — j — unfitness  for  transacting  the  public  business — 2. 
deficiency  of  accomodation,  exposing  jr'  ■■aihiw  attending 
members  lo  the  danger  of  indignities  &  extortions,  discouraging 
perhaps  the  litesi  men  from  undertaking  the  services  &  amount- 
ing to  a  prohibition  of  such  as  bad  families  from  which  they 
would  not  part.    -^ 

Trenton.  argV  in  favor  &  ag^  it  similar  to  those  respecting 
Princeton.  It  was  particularly  remark.ed  that  when  the  option 
lay  hcirotan  with  ihc  President  ic  committee  between  Trenton 
&  Princeton  the  latter  was  preferred  as  least  unGt  to  receive 
Cong^on  their  removal  from  Philad' 

Fhilad*  In  favor  of  it.  t.  its  JnfinJta  unrivaled  conveniency  for 
transacting  the  public  busini-ss,  &  accomodating  CongietiS,  2 
it*  being  the  only  place  where  4h*  all  the  public  offices,  par- 
ticularly that  of  Finance  could  be  kept  under  the  inspection  & 
controul  of,  &  pro|)cr  intercourse  with  Cong*  3  its  conveniency 
for  F.  Ministers,  to  which,  cceteris  paribus,  some  regard  would 
be  expected.  4.  the  circumstances  which  produced  a  removal 
from  Phllad*  which  rendered  a  reiuro  uiipcdiont  as  soon  as  the 
insult  had  been  expiated,  expedient  for  supporting  in  the  eyes 
of  foreign  nations  the  appearance  of  internal  harmony,  and 
preventing  an  appearance  of  resentment  in  Cong^  ag?  the  state 
of  V*.  or  city  of  Philad*  an  appearance  which  was  very  much 
strengthened  by  some  of  their  proceedings  at  Princcioo — par- 
ticularly by  an  unnecessary  &  irregular  declaration  not  to 
return  to  Pht'  In  addition  to  these  overt  reasons,  it  was  con- 
cluded by  sundry  of  the  members  who  were  most  anxious  to 
fix  Cong?  permanently  at  Geofgeto  the  falls  of  Potowmac  that 
B  temporary  residence  in  Fhilad*  would  be  moat  likely  to  «b- 
deaiwer  prepare  a  sofficient  number  of  votes  mimnt  ef  Philadep 
for  that  place  in  preference  to  the' Falls  of  Delaware  f<w  Ifce 
pewaneali  and  to  produce  a  recoasideratioa  of  the  vote  in 
favor  of  the  latter— ag"  Philad'  were  alleged.  1.  the  difficulty  & 
UDcertaioty  of  getting  away  from  it  at  the  lime  limited,  a  the 
inlltiencc  of  a  large  comcrcial  &  wealthy  city  on  the  public 
councils.     In  addition  to  these  objections,  the  hatred  agV  Mr. 
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M.  and  hope  of  accelerating  his  final  resignation  were  latent 
motives  with  some,  as  perhaps  envy  of  the  prosperity  of  Philad'- 
»>Shl  ba  and  dislike  of  the  support  of  Pf  to  obnoxious  reconi- 
endalioDs  of  Cong^  were  with  others. 
Annapolis.  In  favor  of  it,  1"  its  capacity  for  accommodating 
Cong?  and  its  conveniences  for  the  public  business.  2.  the 
soothing  tendency  of  so  Southern  a  position  on  the  temper  of 
the  S.  States.  Ag^'  it,  iV  the  preposterousneas  of  taking  n  tern* 
porary  station  so  distant  from  the  permanent  seat  fixed  on, 
especially  as  better  accomodations  were  to  be  passed  by  at 
Philad*  which  was  net  less  than  }lhs  of  the  distance  from  the 
Pennancnt  Scat  3"  the  peculiar  force  such  a  steo  would  gi*c 
to  the  charge  ag?'  Con  ^  of  being  swayed  bjr  improper  motives. 
Besides  ihese  considerations  it  was  the  opinion  of  some  ihiA 
mvf-  a  rerauval  of  Cong!  to  Annapolis  would  inspire  Maryland 
with  hoi>cs  that  wl  prevent  a  co-operation  in  favor  of  George- 
town, &  favor  the  commerce  of  that  State  at  the  expencc  of 
Virginia. 

1.  It  requires  9  states  to  appropriate  money,  and  only  7  to  ad-] 
joum,  There  cannot  therefore  be  buildings  erected  at  George- 
town without  the  concurrence  of  9  states,  a  number  which  I 
fear  we  shall  never  obtain.  Yet  if  the  buildings  were  erected, 
7  could  adjourn  us  there,  &  this  number  is  within  hope,  but 
not  within  cenainty. 
Obj.  It  is  then  but  a  speculation  by  which  the  state  may  throw 

away  15000  Dollars. 
Answ.  True.     But  this  is  the  extent  of  their  loss.     Their  possible 
advantages  will  be 

1.  The  firmness  &-  tone  which  will  be  given  tothefedenl 
government  by  fixing  it's  administration  more  nearly 
central, 
a.  The  placing  the  federal  council  within  reach  of  tbe 
Western  states,  &  thereby  cementing  them  to  it*! 
em  part. 
J.  Securing  the  seat  of  federal  govmt  from  snddea  en- 
terprise without  expensive  works  or  establishments. 
4.  Adjacence  to  two  states  from  the  one  or  the  other  of* 
which  a  protection  may  generally  be  expected. 
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I.  Drawing  the  federal  fleets  into  the  bay  of  Chesapeak. 
1.  Rnnging   the   federal  adtninistmtton    nearer  lo  the 

Southern  Slates. 
3.  Rendt-^ring  an  attendance    in   Coagrcss    more    con> 

venient  to  Southern  members,  and  by  rttwa  removing 

obstacles,  increase  the  chances  for  inducing  the  best 

men  into  the  office. 
I.  Attracting  forcig^rners,  manufacturers  and  settlers  to 

the  iwo  States  of  Virga  &  Maryland, 
a.  Attracting  commerce  to  them. 

3.  Throwing  a  very  large  sum  of  Money  annually  into 
circulation  which  will  be  divided  between  ihem. 

4.  Preferment  of  their  citixens  w-fMa*'^  o^  hoBowr  o? ofit 
ft  Powa*  to  the  federal  admimsmitioD. 

5.  The  advantages  of  a  favorable  biass  in  the  Executive 
officers. 

J.  The  establishment  of  Alexandria  on  a  pas  with  Balti- 
more as  a  secondary  place  of  commerce. 

3.  Leaving  Korfork  in  possession  of  all  the  advantages 
of  a  primary  emporium.  Add  to  these  that  the 
^100.000  offered  by  Virjpnia  will  never  be  ac- 
cepted. 
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BOOLunovs  roK  the  legislatukes  or  maktlavd  axd 

VIKCIXIA.'  *• »» 

(Afdl  13.  ■7««I 

Rciolved  liiai  tbe  Govenior  be  dcsirtd  to  propoce  to  the  lUU 
4>(  MuylaAd  to  fymfTtr  witii  tkis  CotBMoowfctlth  to  oecttsg  bsikl* 
tap  for  tbe  imoMdute  ■ccwaodnioo  of  the  Coagmt  ol  tl»e 
United  States  on  the  lends  oa  Potowmac  offered  10  be  ceded  to 
diem  \fj  these  tvo  aata^  ft  psnkailsriy  oa  snch  pnu  of  them  as 
diejr  sIttU  bare  reaaoB  to  belieTe  vJIl  be  iwMt  agreeable  to  the 
CoDgress,  tbe  expence  of  wbicb  bofldings  with  tbe  purchase  of  ibe 
ground  sball  not  exceed  thirty  '****»— "*f  doUan  to  be  advanced 
from  time  to  time,  u  it  shiil  be  waatiag.  bjr  the  said  states  in 
equal  portions :  which  advances  00  the  part  of  this  Common- 
wealth the  Treasurer  t«  berebr  authonied  Ic  required  to  make  on 
warranu  from  the  Audrton  sfcording  to  the  established  foims  of 
his  office. 

Resolved  that  three  CommissionerB  be  appointed  by  )otnt  bakH 
of  both  houses  of  Assembly,  to  act  with  Commissioners  or  other 
persons  appointed  or  to  be  ippoioted  on  the  part  of  the  state  of 
Maryland,  who  shall  have  powers  to  purchase  sufficient  ground 
to  agree  on  the  buildings  necessary  to  be  erected,  to  have  then 
erected  without  delay,  to  call  for  &  to  apply  Monies  by  way  of 
paimcnt  or  of  advance  for  the  same,  and  to  tender  the  said  build* 
ings  to  Congress  for  the  sole  purpose  of  their  general  &  of  their 
personal  accomodauoo. 

RcMjlvcd  that  to  prevent  any  difficulties  or  delays  which  might 
be  produced  l>y  doubts  in  what  manner  the  said  Commissioners 
when  assembled  shall  vole,  it  be  proposed  to  tbe  State  of  Mary- 
land  that  they  shall  proceed  to  business  always  with  an  equal 
number  (not  less  than  two)  from  each  state,  that,  so  constituted, 
they  shall  be  considered  as  forming  one  Committee,  every  mem- 
ber whereof  shall  have  one  vote  and  no  more  and  thai  if  at  any 
lime  ihcy  shall  be  divided  on  any  question  which  may  be  likely 
to  delay  the  said  work,  they  shall  state  the  same  in  writing  to  the 
delegates  of  the  two  states,  in  Congress,  who  concurring  by  a 
Majority  of  their  respective  members  present  shall  decide  the 
same. 

'  Probably  dtiUted  while  ihe  quef.t>oa  of  tbe  oatiooa]  ofltsl  was  wite 
lUaciatloti. 
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RBSOLVB  ON   CONTINENTAL.  CONGKES&         j.  km 

[April  14.17*47] 
r.  Resolved  that  the  object  o(  the  sereral  suies  in  appointing 
dttegates  to  meet  in  CcDcral  Congress,  being  that  they  may  there- 
in ytiWd  traosacl  for  the  good  of  tbaia  Matan  oe»st>l  <f  the 
XjDion  in  general  and  their  state  in  particular,  those  matters 
which  the  ConfederaticQ  haa  submitted  to  the  direction  ol  Coti- 
gresi,  the  srid  delegates  ought  to  be  invested  in  the  place  where 
tiBjr  majr  be  sitting  with  such  privileges  and  oiiaMp<i>«i  inunu- 
nities  as  will  tgayc  them  in  cover  them  from  molestation  and  dis- 
turbance, and  leave  them  in  freedom  &  tranquility  to  apply  their 
whole  time  and  attention  to  the  objects  of  their  delegation. 

a.  That  temiory  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  &  about  the 
place  of  their  session  is  not  necessary  to  attain  these  ends  tod 
would  subject  them  to  avocations  from  their  proper  objects. 

3.  That  ilw  ■  Icyitwti**-  whiah  ■  >>■»<  h«ei>-  pfotiod  ^moafl 
long  eiperience  has  led  the  civilized  nations  of  Europe  haw  Ud 
\9 alottgeouroo-claapomHOg  to  an  ascertainment  of  those privi« 
leges  and  immunities  wliioh  ftfe  BCccoaafy  for  tbo  froo-— apaiw  nf 
♦heir  tunetipiitf  which  may  enable  the  representatives  of  an  inde* 
pendent  nation  exercising  high  functions  within  another  4hat  thoy 
«My  to  do  the  same  nuaned  and  undisturbed  and  that  therefore 
the  privileges  and  immuDiu'cs  annexed  by  the  taw  and  usage  of 
nations  to  such  characters  wihaaa  Isgaitona  should  be  allowed  to 
the  Congress  of  the  United  Sutes  collectively  and  to  their  mem* 
bers  individually  by  the  laws  of  the  states  in  and  adjacent  to 
which  they  may  be  sitting,  and  should  be  secured  in  their  con- 
tinuance by  sufficient  sanctions. 

4.  That  legal  provision  should  also  be  made  for  protecting  and 
vindicating  those  privileges  and  immunities  to  which  foreign 
ministers  &  others  attending  on  Congress  are  entitled  by  the  law 
of  nations. 

5.  That  Congress  wilt  rely  on  the  honour  and  aifection  of  the 
states  in  and  adjacent  to  which  they  may  be  sitting  as  a  security 
thai  measures  shall  always  be  provided  for  preventing  violations 
of  tbet^  rights  whan  forwti»aB  before  stated  in  general  and  duly 
punishing  them  when  arising  too  suddenly  for  prevention. 

6.  That  the  United  States  should  be  made  capable  of  acquiring 
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&  boMiogI  in  p«rp«tuum  Bucb  grouods  aod  buUdingi  tn  and  About 
the  place  of  thet»>  ficsiiion  of  Coagress  as  may  be  aecessaiy  liat 
the  traDftactioQ  of  business  by  thetr  own  <»f-thw  bodjr,  tbdr 
committee*  &  officen  fa*  th>  iM»fla«»ia»  af  buajwai  —4  that 
each  state  should  be  made  capable  of  acquiring  and  baldiiigit, 
perpetuum  such  grouDdsacd  buildings  as  they  may  at  a^jrdtu' 
thinic  proper  to  acquire  &  erect  for  the  pemnal  accomodanon 
of  their  delegate*:  and  that  «u  the«#^  grounds  aod  buikUnp. 
before  mentioned  w  t»ftyM  they  tho]!  b«  so  long  as  CoogrMtor' 
a  Commee  of  the  states  shall  be  reaident  at  sach  place  AA 
■hould  be.  exempt  from  taxation. 

7.  That  as  to  time  of  irai  the  enemies  of  these  statet  oUghl 
employ  emiaBaries  and  spies  to  discoTer  the 'views  &  pnxxedi&ff 
o£  CongreH,  Caayeaa  that  body  should  have  anthoriqr  idihia  * 
certain  distance  of  the  place  of  their  !ic»«ion  to  arrest  and  deal 
with  as  they  shall  think  proper,  all  persons,  not  being  citizens  of 
any  of  these  states  oor  entitled  to  their  protectioa,  whom  they 
shall  have  cause  to  suspect  to  be  spies. 

8.  That  as  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  rept 
the  sovereignty  of  the  whole  Union,  their  body  collcctivcty 
their  President  individually  should  on  all  occasions  have  pre- 
cedence of  all  other  bodies  &  persons. 

9.  That  during  the  recess  of  Congresa  the  Committee  of  the 
states  being  left  to  pursue  the  same  objects  &  under  the  same 
circnmstances  their  body,  their  members  &  their  Frcaident,  <«t 
■hMnwHi  should  respectively  be  placed  00  the  same  (ootiBg  with 
the  Jxxly  the  members  &  the  Prendent  of  Congreja  wapaaatwily. 


TO  GEORGE  WASHINGTON, 

Aknatous.  Apr  \h.  17(4. 

Dear  Sir, — I  received  your  favor  of  Apr.  8.  by' 
Colo.  Harrison.     The  subject  of  tt  is  interesting,  and, 
so  far  as  you  have  stood  connected  with  it,  has  bccai 
matter  of  anxiety  to  me ;  because  whatever  may  be 
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the  ultimate  fate  of  the  institution  of  the  Cincinnati, 
as  in  it's  course  it  draws  to  it  some  degree  of  dis- 
approbation, I  have  wished  to  see  you  standing  on 
ground  separated  from  it,  and  that  the  character 
which  will  be  handed  to  future  ages  at  the  head  of 
our  revohition  may  in  no  instance  be  compromitted 
in  subordinate  altercations.  The  subject  has  been  at 
the  point  of  my  pen  in  every  letter  I  have  written  to 
you,  but  has  been  still  restrained  by  the  reflection  that 
you  had  among  your  friends  more  able  counsellors, 
and,  in  yourself,  one  abler  than  them  all.  Your  letter 
has  now  rendered  a  duly  what  was  before  a  desire, 
and  1  cannot  better  merit  your  confidence  than  by  a 
full  and  free  communication  of  facts  &  sentiments,  as 
far  as  they  have  come  within  my  observation.  When 
the  army  was  about  to  be  disbanded,  &  the  officers  to 
take  hnal  leave,  perhaps  never  again  to  meet,  it  was 
natural  for  men  who  had  accompanied  each  other 
thro'  so  many  scenes  of  hardship,  of  difficulty  and 
danger,  who  in  a  variety  of  instances  must  have  been 
rendered  mutually  dear  by  those  aids  &  good  offices 
to  which  their  situations  had  given  occasion  ;  it  was 
natural  I  say  for  these  to  seize  with  fondness  any 
proposition  which  promised  to  bring  them  together 
again  at  certain  &  regular  periods.  And  this  I  take 
for  granted  was  the  origin  &  object  of  this  institution  ; 
&  I  have  no  suspicion  that  they  foresaw,  much  less 
intended,  those  mischiefs,  which  exist  perhaps  in  the 
forebodings  of  politicians  only.  I  doubt  however 
whether,  in  it's  execution,  it  would  be  found  to  an- 
swer  the  wishes  of  those  who  framed  it,  and  to  foster 
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those  friendships  it  was  intended  to  preserve.  The 
members  would  be  brought  together  at  their  annual 
assemblies  no  longer  10  encounter  a  common  enemy, 
but  to  encounter  one  another  in  debate  &  sentiment 
For  something  I  suppose  is  to  be  done  at  these  meet- 
ings, &  however  unimportant,  it  will  suffice  to  produce 
difference  of  opinion,  contradiction  &  irritation.  The 
way  to  make  friends  quarrel  is  to  put  them  in  dispu- 
tation under  the  public  eye.  An  experience  of  near 
twenty  years  has  taught  me  that  few  friendships  stand 
this  test,  &  that  public  assemblies,  where  every  one 
is  free  to  act  &  speak,  are  the  most  powerful  looseners 
of  the  bands  of  private  friendship.  I  think  therefore 
that  this  institution  would  fail  in  it's  principal  object, 
the  perpetuation  of  the  personal  friendships  contracted 
thro*  the  war. 

The  objections  of  those  who  arc  opposed  to  the 
institution  shall  be  briefly  sketched.  You  will  readily 
fill  them  up.  They  urge  that  it  is  against  the  con- 
federation— against  the  letter  of  some  of  our  consti- 
tutions;— against  the  spirit  of  all  of  them — that  the 
foundation  on' which  all  these  are  built  is  the  natural 
equality  of  man,  tiie  denial  of  every  preeminence  but 
that  annexed  to  legal  office,  &  particularly  the  denial 
of  a  preeminence  by  birtli;  that  however,  in  their 
present  dispositions,  citizens  might  decline  accepting 
honorary  instalments  into  the  order,  a  time  may  come 
when  a  change  of  dispositions  would  render  these 
flattering,  when  a  well  directed  distribution  of  them 
might  draw  into  the  order  all  the  men  of  talents,  of 
office  &  wealth,  and  in  this  case  would  probably  pro- 
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cure  an  ing^ftment  into  the  government ;  that  in  this 
they  will  be  supported  by  their  foreign  members.  & 
the  wishes  &  influence  of  foreign  courts;  that  ex- 
perience has  shewn  that  the  hereditary  branches  of 
modern  governments  are  the  patrons  of  privilege  & 
prerogative,  &  not  of  the  natural  rights  of  the  people 
whose  oppressors  they  generally  are :  that  besides 
these  evils,  which  are  remote,  others  may  take  place 
more  immediately  ;  that  a  distinction  is  kept  up  be- 
tween the  civil  &  mililarj',  which  it  is  for  the  happiness 
of  both  to  obliterate  ;  that  when  the  members  assem- 
ble they  will  be  proposing  to  do  something,  &  what 
that  something  may  be  will  depend  on  actual  circum- 
stances; that  being  an  organized  body  under  habits 
of  subordination,  the  first  obstructions  to  enterprize 
will  be  already  surmounted  ;  that  the  moderation  & 
virtue  of  a  single  character  has  probably  prevented 
this  revolution  from  being  closed  as  most  others  have 
been,  by  a  subversion  of  that  liberty  it  was  intended 
to  establish  ;  that  he  is  not  immortal,  &  his  successor, 
or  some  of  his  successors,  may  be  led  by  false  calcu- 
lation into  a  less  certain  road  to  glory : 

What  are  the  sentiments  of  Congress  on  this  sub- 
ject, &  what  line  they  will  pursue,  can  only  be  stated 
conjecturally.  Congress,  as  a  body,  if  left  to  them- 
selves, will  in  my  opinion  say  nothing  on  the  subject. 
They  may  however  be  forced  into  a  declaration  by 
instructions  from  some  of  the  states,  or  by  other  inci- 
dents. Their  sentiments,  if  forced  from  them,  will  be 
unfriendly  to  the  institution.  If  permitted  to  pursue 
their  own  path,  they  will  check  it  by  side  blows  when- 
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ever  it  conies  in  their  way,  &,  in  competitions  for 
office,  on  equal  or  nearly  equal  ground,  will  give  silent 
preferences  to  those  who  are  not  of  the  fraternity. 
My  reasons  for  thinking  this  are  i.  The  grounds  on 
which  they  lately  declined  the  foreign  order  proposed 
to  be  conferred  on  some  of  our  citizens.  2.  The 
fourth  of  the  fundamental  articles  of  constitution  for 
the  new  states.  1  inclose  you  the  report.  It  has  been 
considered  by  Congress,  recommitted  &  reformed 
by  a  committee  according  to  sentiments  expressed  on 
other  parts  of  it,  but  the  principle  referred  to,  having 
not  been  controverted  at  all,  stands  in  this  as  in  the 
original  report.  It  is  not  yet  confirmed  by  Congress. 
3.  Private  conversations  on  this  subject  with  the  mem- 
bers. Since  the  receipt  of  your  letter  I  have  taken 
occasion  to  extend  these  ;  not  indeed  to  the  military 
members,  because,  being  of  the  order,  delicacy  forbade 
it;  but  to  the  others  pretty  generally;  and  among 
these  I  have  as  yet  found  but  one  who  Is  not  opposed 
to  the  institution,  &  that  with  an  anguish  of  mind, 
tho*  covered  under  a  guarded  silence,  which  I  have 
not  seen  produced  by  any  circumstance  before.  I 
arrived  at  Philadelphia  before  the  separation  of  the 
last  Congress,  &  saw  there  &  at  Princetown  some  of 
its  members  not  now  in  delegation.  Burke's  piece 
happened  to  come  out  at  that  time,  which  occasioned 
this  institution  to  be  the  subject  of  conversation.  I 
found  the  same  impressions  made  on  them  which 
their  successors  have  received.  I  hear  from  other 
quarters  that  it  is  disagreeable  generally  to  such 
citizens   as   have   attended   to   it,   &   therefore  will 
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probably  be  so  to  all  when  any  circumstance  shall 
present  it  to  the  notice  of  all. 

This,  Sir,  is  as  faithful  an  account  of  sentiments 
&  facts  as  I  am  able  to  give  you.  You  know  the 
extent  of  the  circle  within  which  my  observations 
are  at  present  circumscribed,  &can  estimate  how  far, 
as  forming  a  part  of  the  general  opinion,  it  may  merit 
notice,  or  ought  to  influence  your  particular  conduct. 

It  remains  now  to  pay  obedience  to  that  part  of 
your  letter  which  requests  sentiments  on  the  most 
eligible  measures  to  be  pursued  by  the  society  at 
their  next  meeting.  I  must  be  far  from  pretending 
to  be  a  judge  of  what  would  in  fact  be  the  most 
eligible  measures  for  the  society.  I  can  only  give 
ynu  the  opinions  of  those  with  whom  I  have  con- 
versed, &  who,  as  I  have  before  observed,  arc  un- 
friendly to  it.  They  lead  to  these  conclusions. 
I.  If  the  society  proceeds  according  to  it's  Institution, 
it  will  be  better  to  make  no  applications  to  Congress 
on  that  subject  or  any  other  in  their  associated  char- 
acter. 2.  If  they  should  propose  to  modify  it,  so  as 
to  render  it  unobjectionable,  I  think  this  would  not 
be  effected  without  such  a  modification  as  would 
amount  almost  to  annihilation  ;  for  such  would  it  be 
to  part  with  it's  inheritability.  it's  organization,  &  it's 
assemblies.  3.  If  they  shall  be  disposed  to  discon- 
tinue the  whole,  it  would  remain  with  them  to  deter- 
mine whether  they  would  chuse  it  to  be  done  by  their 
own  act  only,  or  by  a  reference  of  the  matter  to  Con- 
gress which  would  infallibly  produce  a  recommenda- 
tion of  total  discontinuance. 
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You  will  be  sensible,  Sir,  that  these  communications 
are  without  all  reserve.  I  supposed  such  to  be  your 
wish,  &  mean  them  but  as  materials  with  such  others 
as  you  may  collect,  for  your  better  judgment  to  work 
on.  I  consider  the  whole  matter  as  between  ourselves 
alone,  having  determined  to  take  no  active  part  in 
this  or  anything  else,  which  may  lead  to  altercation, 
or  disturb  that  quiet  &  tranquillity  of  mind  to  which  I 
consign  the  remaining  portion  of  my  life.  I  have 
been  thrown  back  by  events  on  a  stage  where  I  had 
never  more  thought  to  appear.  It  is  but  for  a  time 
however,  &  as  a  day  labourer,  free  to  withdraw,  or 
be  withdrawn  at  will.  While  I  remain  1  shall  pursue 
in  silence  the  path  of  right,  but  in  ever)*  situation, 
public  or  private,  I  shall  be  gratified  by  all  occasions 
of  rendering  you  service,  &  of  convincing  you  there 
is  no  one  to  whom  your  reputation  &  happiness 
are  dearer. 


TO    JAMES    MADISON. 

AHHArous.  April  ts.  I7&4- 

Dear  Sir, — My  last  to  you  on  the  i6thof  March, 
as  was  the  latest  I  have  received  from  you.  By  the 
proposition  to  bound  our  country  to  the  westward  I 
meant  no  more  than  the  passing  an  act  declaring  that 
that  should  be  our  boundary  from  the  moment  that 
the  people  of  the  Western  country  &  Congress  should 
agree  to  it  The  act  of  Congress  now  inclosed  to 
you  will  shew  you  that  they  have  forced  to  it,  because 
it  extends  not  only  to  the  territorj'  ceded,  but  to  bt 
ceded,  and  shews  how  and  when  they  shall  be  taken 
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into  the  union.  There  is  nobody  then  to  consult  but 
the  people  to  be  severed.  If  you  will  make  your  act 
6na]  as  to  yourselves,  as  soon  as  those  people  shall 
have  declared  their  assent  in  a  certain  manner  to  be 
pointed  out  by  the  act,  the  whole  business  is  settled. 
For  their  assent  will  follow  immediately.  One  of  the 
conditions  is  that  they  pay  their  quota  of  the  con- 
tracted. Of  course  no  difficulty  need  arise  on  this 
head  :  as  no  quota  has  been  fixed  on  us  unalterably. 
The  minuter  circumstances  of  selling  the  ungranted 
lands  will  be  provided  in  an  ordinance  already  pre- 
pared but  not  reported.  You  will  observe  two  clauses 
struck  out  of  the  report,  the  ist  respecting  heredi- 
tary honors,  the  second  slavery.  The  ist  was  done 
not  from  an  approbation  of  such  honors,  but  because 
it  was  thought  an  improper  place  to  encounter  them. 
The  and  was  lost  by  an  individual  vote  only.  Ten 
states  were  present.  The  4  Eastern  states  N.  York, 
and  Penns.,  were  for  the  clause.  Jersey  would  have 
been  for  it,  but  there  were  but  two  members,  one  of 
whom  was  sick  in  his  chambers.  South  Carolina, 
Maryland,    and    !  Virginia !    voted   against   iL       N. 

, Carolina  was  divided,  as  would  have  been  Virginia, 
lad  not  one  of  its  delegates  been  sick  in  bed. 

The  place  at  which  Congress  should  meet  in  Nov. 

has  been  the  subject  of  discussion  lately.     Atexan- 

Iria,  Philadelphia,  &  Trenton  were  proposed.     The 

irst  was  negatived  easily.     Trenton  had  the  4  East- 

'«rn  states,  N.  Y.,  N,  J.,  &  Penns.  Weexpect  Georgia 
&  Delaware  shortly,  in  which  case  it  will  become 
possible  tliat  Phila.    may  be  determined  on.      The 
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question  is  put  off  to  be  considered  with  the  estabish- 
ment  of  a  com.  of  the  states,  which,  to  my  astonish- 
ment,  would  have  been  negatived  when  first  proposed 
had  not  the  question  been  staved  off.  Some  of  the 
states  who  were  against  the  measure.  1  believe,  be- 
cause they  had  never  reflected  on  the  consequences 
of  leaving  a  government  without  a  head,  seem  to  be 
come  over. 

Dr.  Lee  is  appointed  an  Indian  com.  He  is  not 
present,  but  is  known  to  have  sought  it,  &  of  course 
will  accept.  This  vacates  his  seat  here.  1  wish 
Short  could  be  sent  in  his  room.  It  is  a  good  school 
for  our  young  statesmen.  It  givesthem  impressions 
friendly  to  the  federal  government  instead  of  those 
adverse  which  too  often  take  place  in  persons  con- 
fined to  the  politics  of  their  state. 

I  like  the  method  you  propose  of  settling  at  once 
with  Maryland  all  matters  relative  to  Potowmac.  To 
introduce  this  more  easily,  I  have  conversed  with  Mr. 
Stone  (one  of  their  delegates)  on  the  subject  &  find- 
ing him  of  the  same  opinion,  have  told  him  I  would 
by  letters  bring  the  subject  forward  on  our  part 
They  will  consider  it  therefore  as  originated  by  this 
conversation. 

Mercer  is  604  ««f  a  very  590.  or  745  part.  He  is 
2, candidate  {or  ^t.  188  [secretary  "i^  ship  oi  foreign  ^^^ 
[affairs  ?]  and  tho  he  will  not  get  the  vote  of  one  state 
I  believe  he  expects  the  appointment.  He  has  been 
endeavoring  to  defeat  all  foreign  treaties  to  force  the 
nations  of  Europe  to  40a  255  ireai  Here  that  he  may 
have  the  execution  of  238.  789.  243.  926.  523.  this  467, 


364  tho  he  96a  not  374  the  vote  of  his  state.  He  itt' 
irigued  vi\\.\i  a  312.  730  1017  ol  [rom  wes  66  &  an  old 
one  from  New  York  890  424  [?]  them  to  divide  their 
state  by  voting  In  the  1095  and  there  being  but  5S6 
states  present  one  of  xohick  was  728  before  to  be 
divided  the  467  set  of  99  were  re  921,  378.  539.  359 
tho  approved  by  twenty-one  out  of  twenty-five  members 
the  467  364  has  been  in  tlie  895.  565.  for  a  month  and 
whether  it  can  be  resumed  8l  835  depends  on  the  un- 
certainty of  i6oor  343  coming  on.  Vanity  &  ambition 
[?]  seem  to  be  the  398  ing  passion  of  this  312  730. 
man  and  as  his  898  are  in  818.  re  as  also  are  his  mean 
intrigue  is  ^  principal  one  on  820  47  as  party  attach- 
ment is  in  the  able  his  6  now  about  om  760  of  the 
time  of  Congress  to  himself  8l  in  conversations  with 
Head,  651,  746,  776.  14.  364.  inconceivable  that  823. 
the  794  is  eol  66  &  no  otherwise  of  KenltueAy  ?]  /Aa« 
as  by  his  vote  24  can  divide  his  state. 

The  more  I  reflected  on  your  proposition  for  print- 
ing the  Revisal,  the  more  I  have  liked  it.  I  am  con- 
vinced too  from  late  experiments  it  cannot  be  passed 
in  the  detail.  One  of  the  Eastern  Slates  had  their 
laws  revised  and  then  attempted  to  pass  them  through 
their  legislature,  but  they  got  so  mangled  that  all 
consistence  was  destroyed,  &  I  believe  they  dropped 
them  all  together.  Should  this  be  printed,  1  will 
ask  you  to  send  me  half  a  dozen  copies  wherever 
I  shall  be. 

Would  it  not  be  well  for  Virginia  to  empower  per- 
sons privately  to  buy  up  her  quota  of  old  Continen- 
tal Money.     I  would  certainly  advise  this  were  I  not 
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afraid  that  the  possession  of  her  quota  on  such  easy 
terms  would  tempt  her  to  refuse  justice  to  the  other 
states  on  this  matter.  For  surely  there  would  be  no 
justice  in  wiping  ofT  her  part  of  this  debt  by  so  much 
smaller  a  contribution  than  the  others.  If  she  would 
avail  herself  of  it  only  to  shield  herself  against  injus- 
tice and  to  enable  her  from  a  high  ground  to  declare  & 
do  what  is  right,  I  should  much  wish  to  see  her  adopt 
secret  measures  for  the  purchase.  I  think  some 
other  states  will  do  thus  &  fear  with  unjust  views. 
You  know  that  many  gentlemen  of  this  state  had 
money  in  the  hands  of  merchants  in  England.  I  am 
well  informed  that  these  merchants  have  uniformly 
refused  to  pay  them  interest,  saying  the  money  was 
always  ready  if  they  would  have  called  for  it.  This 
adds  another  to  the  many  good  reasons  we  had  be- 
fore against  paying  interest  during  the  war.    *  *  • 

Congress  hope  to  adjourn  by  the  last  of  May.  The 
estimate  and  requisitions  for  the  year,  the  arrange- 
ments for  the  land  office,  and  foreign  treaties,  are 
subjects  they  will  endeavor  to  complete.  Vermont 
is  pressed  on  them  by  New  York,  and  a  day  declared 
beyond  which  they  will  await  no  interposition,  but 
assert  their  right  of  government.  The  Chevalier 
Luzerne  has  taken  his  leave  of  us.  He  makes  a  tour 
to  the  lakes  before  he  leaves  the  continent.  Marbois 
acts  as  charg^  des  affaires  till  the  arrival  of  a 
successor.     *     *     • 

April  30.  A  London  ship  is  arrived  here  which 
left  that  port  the  25th  March.  Pitt  was  still  in  place, 
supported  by  the  King,  lords,  and  nation  in  general^ 
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the  city  of  London  enthusiastically  in  his  favor.  Still 
there  was  a  majority  of  twelve  in  favor  of  Fox.  who 
was  supported  by  the  Prince  of  Wales.  It  was 
thought  that  parliament  would  be  dissolved.  Con- 
gress has  determined  to  adjourn  on  the  3d  June  to 
meet  in  November  at  Trenton,     Adieu. 


REPORT  ON  MERCER.< 

[April  37,  1784.] 
The  commee  &^ 

having  agreed  to  the  following  lesolutioD. 

Resolved  that  the  Supcrintetidant  of  finance  be  directed  to 

take  order  for  the  paiment  of  333^  Dollars  to  the  guardiaa  of 

Hugh  Mercer  son  of  the  late  General  Mercer  for  one  ycar'a 

educarion  &  maintenance. 


DRAFT  OF  "AN  ORDINANCE  ESTABLISHING  A  LAND  OFFICE 
FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES."*  c.  c 

[April  30.  I7»4.] 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
that  the  territory  ceded  by  indindual  States  to  the  United  States, 
when  the  same  shall  have  been  purchased  of  the  Indian  inhabi- 
tants, &  laid  off  into  States,  shall  be  disposed  of  in  the  following 

'EniloTBcd;  "No.  jo.  Knolu  of  Com"  Mr.  Jcficnoa.  Mr.  Shcrnuui. 
Mr.  Cony.  On  r  Mouoo  of  Mr.  JeScnwtn.  Pus'd  A|>ril  27^  1784.  Allow- 
ance to  H.  Mercer — ton  of  Gen'  Mercer." 

•  Eiido«Md  ;  ■•  Report  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  WiUUmton,  Mr.  Howell,  Mr. 
Gerry,  Mr.  Rc*d.  An  Ordinance  for  aacertainir^  the  mode  of  locating  ft 
dupoxing  of  Land*  in  tbe  Weatem  territoir.  Read  April  JO.  17&1.  Friday 
May  7.  acnco*^-" 

On  May  7th,  according  10  the  J^nriMlt  vf  C^tfrtJi,  tlib  waa  ivporlcd  and 
"  read  a  lint  liaic."  and  "  Monday  next  assigned  for  the  second  nadint."  No 
farther  neniioa  of  k  is  made  till  May  aStb,  when  ii  was  called  for.  but  ■ 
toolJoiii  to  eontider  it  wa»  carried  in  the  negative,  not  a  «Dgle  atale  votinc  in 
its  favor.  It  wai  not  again  eonndcred  till  March  4,  1785,  when  it  wa*  resd, 
and  ordered  for  a  iccond  muting.     It  waa  then  referred  to  a  cmamittee,  who. 
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manner.  It  shall  be  divided  into  Hundreds  of  ten  geographical 
miles  square,  each  mile  coDtatoing  6086  feet  and  four  teolhs  of  a 
foot,  hy  tines  to  be  run  &  marked  due  North  &  South,  &  othen 
crossing  these  at  right  angles,  the  first  of  which  lines,  each  way, 
shall  be  at  ten  mites  distance  from  one  of  the  comers,  of  the 
Sute  within  which  they  shall  be.  But  if  the  Indian  purchase 
shall  not  have  included  any  one  of  the  corners  of  the  state,  ilie 
lines  shalt  then  be  run  at  the  termination  of  integral  miles  as 
measured  from  some  one  of  the  comers,  but  shall  be  extended, 
by  actual  marks,  only  so  far  as  the  purchase  extends.  These 
Hundreds  shall  tie  subdivided  into  lots  of  one  mile  square  each, 
or  S50  acres  and  four  tenths  of  an  acre  by  marked  lines  ruDDing 
in  like  manner  due  North  and  South  &  others  crossing  these  M 
right  angles. 

For  laying  off  the  said  territory,  Surveyors  shall  be  appointed 
by  Congress,  or  the  Committee  of  the  States,  who  shall  proceed 
forchwith,  under  the  direciion  of  the  Re^ster  hereafter  to  be 
menlioned,  to  divide  the  same  into  hundreds,  by  lines  in  the 
'directions,  &  at  the  intervals  before  mentioned,  which  lines  shall 
be  measured  with  a  chain,  shall  be  plainly  marked  by  Chops,  or 
marks  on  the  trees  &  shall  be  exactly  described  on  a  plat, 
whereon  shall  be  noted  at  their  proper  di:»tances,  all  watercourses, 
mountains  &  other  rcmatkcable  &  permanent  things  over  or  near 
which  such  lines  shall  pass. 

The  Hundreds  being  laid  off  and  m.irked,  nine  of  them  shall  be 
assigned  as  a  district  to  each  surveyor,  who  shall  then  proceed  to 
•divide  each  Hundred  of  his  district  into  lots  as  before  directed, 
beginning  with  the  Hundreds  most  in  demand,  and  measuring 
marking  &  platting  the  said  dividing  lines  thereof  in  the  manner 
before  directed  for  the  Hundreds,  save  only  that  the  lines  of  the 
lots  shall  be  distinguished  by  a  single  mark  on  each  tree,  and 
those  of  the  hundreds  by  three  marks.  And  that  the  sd  lots  may 
be  capable  of  more  accurate  description  and  distinction  from 

on  Aia-il  I4tli,  rejMttcd  an  efitirel]r  new  Ordlnuice,  prinlcd  in  Ibo  ytmrm^ 
voder  April  96,  1785. 

llii*  ordinance  wu  printed  u : 

An  OrdinaD«  for  aiccfiaininK  the  mode  of  loaulog  and  dbposiog  /  of  liods 
In  lh«  Wntem  Teniloiy.  /  FoUo.  3  leaves. 
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each  other,  those  in  every  Hundred  shall  be  designated  by  the 
numbers  in  their  order  from  i.  to  too,  beginning  at  the  North- 
western lot  of  the  Hundred  &  applying  the  nnmbers  from  i  to  10. 
to  the  lots  of  the  first  row  from  West  to  East  successively,  those 
from  1 1  10  30,  to  the  lots  of  the  second  row  from  West  to  East 
&  so  OD.  The  surveyors  shal]  pay  due  &  constant  attention  10 
the  variation  of  the  magnetic  meridian,  &  shall  run  &  note  all 
lines  by  the  true  meridian,  certifying  with  every  pUt  what  was 
the  variAtion  at  the  time  of  running  the  lines  thereon  noted. 

A  Register  shall  be  appointed  by  Congress  for  each  of  the 
ttate«  within  which  the  said  territory  shall  lie,  who  shall  keep  his 
office  within  the  said  state,  be  resident  at  it  himself  &  provide  a 
seal  for  authenticating  it's  acts,  to  him  returns  shall  be  made  by 
the  several  surveyors  on  the  last  days  of  March  &  August  in 
every  year,  of  the  plats  of  all  lines,  measured  5:  marked  by  them 
in  the  preceeding  half  year,  to  be  by  him  collated,  and  reduced 
into  a  general  map  of  the  whole  state  for  which  he  acts.  He  shall 
annually,  to  wit,  on  the  first  Monday  in  November  of  every  year, 
deliver,  or  cause  to  be  delivered  to  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  a 
copy  of  such  portions  of  the  said  general  map  as  shall  have  been 
fonned,  or  further  filled  up,  during  the  preceeding  year,  retaining 
one  in  his  own  office  for  the  use  thereof.  He  shall  have  power 
to  suspend  any  surveyor  for  negligence  or  malversation,  making 
report  thereof  to  Congress,  or  a  Committee  of  the  states,  that  they 
may  direct  a  proper  enquiry. 

Each  Register  shall  cause  to  be  printed  under  such  de^'ices, 
difficult  of  imitation,  as  he  shall  think  best,  warrants,  each  of 
which  shall  give  right  to  one  lot  of  a  mile  square  described  as  be- 
fore directed  :  and  other  warrants  for  each  of  the  said  states 
vhich  shall  give  right,  each  of  them,  to  one  of  the  Hundreds  of 
ten  mile  square  as  before  described.  These  warrants  shall  have 
blinks  for  names  &  dates,  shall  be  numbered  and  signed  by  the 
Register,  sealed  with  the  seal  of  his  office  &  shall  be  cut  with  in- 
dentures from  a  book,  the  margin  of  which  shall  be  numbered  in 
correspondence  with  the  warrant  cut  therefrom,  &  which  shall  be 
preserved  in  the  office  as  a  funher  check.  The  sd  warrants  shall 
be  deposited  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Stales,  and  the  Treas- 
urer thereon  debited  with  them,  from  thence  they  shall  be  sent  in 
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such  numbers  as  the  Reg;istei  issuing  them  shall  direct,  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  loan  office  for  the  United  States  in  each  of 
the  states  with  in  the  Union,  the  Treasurer  couDterstgning  them 
OD  parting  therewith  &  having  a  credit  duly  entered  in  his  own 
account  with  the  United  States,  &  a  debit  against  the  loan  officer 
to  whom  thejr  are  sent. 

Any  person,  chusing  to  become  a  purchaser  of  lands  within  the 
Sfdd  territory  &  paying  to  the  Treasurer  or  loan  ofhccr,  the  sum 
of  dollars,  shall  receive  in  lieu  thereof  one  of  the  sd  smaller 

warrants  entitling  hitn  to  a  Jot,  on  paying  dollars,  shall  receive 
in  lieu  thereof  one  of  the  said  larger  warrants  entitling  him  to  a 
whole  Hundred  within  the  State  from  which  the  warrant  issued  : 
the  Treasurer  or  loan  officer  inserting  the  name  of  the  purchaser 
in  the  proper  blank,  filling  up  the  date,  &  attesting  the  warrant 
by  his  own  subscription.  I.,oan  Office  certificates,  reduced  to 
their  specie  value  by  the  scale  of  depreciation  on  certificates  of 
liquidated  debts  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  receivable  for  the 
sd.  warrants  in  lieu  of  money ;  and  evidences  of  militAr)'  rights  to 
lands  herein  after  to  be  described,  shall  be  receivable  instead  of 
the  price  itself  of  so  much  land. 

Thw    wotfanis — stnU — paaa    by   daao^ai   &i  datna  aa   r«>l 

These  warrants  shall  pass  as  lands,  by  descent  or  devise,  but 
not  by  assignment  nor  by  survivorship. 

The  owner  of  any  warrant  proceeding  to  locate  the  same,  shall 
deliver  it  to  the  Surveyor  of  the  district,  wherein  his  location  is  to 
be,  describing  to  him  the  particular  lot  on  which  he  places  it,  or 
the  Hundred,  if  it  be  a  warrant  for  a  hundred,  by  a  designation 
of  some  [Mint,  either  natural  or  artihcial,  within  the  said  lot  or 
Hundred,  so  singular  &  certain  as  may  be  adapted  to  no  other  lot 
or  Hundred  or  by  reference  to  the  position  of  the  Hundred,  or 
oimiber  of  the  lot,  which  description  the  surveyor  shall  immediately 
enter  in  a  book  well  bound,  with  the  date  of  the  entr>'  describing 
the  warrant  located  thereon  by  its  number,  date,  Btgnatures  & 
name  of  the  original  owner  and  leaving  no  blank  space  or  leaf 
between  that  &  the  preceeding  entry,  nor  any  margin  by  its  side. 
If  the  location  be  made  before  the  lot  or  hundred  be  yet  laid  off 
by  lines  actually  new  U  marked,  the  Surveyor  shall  retain  the  war- 


084] 


THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 


4?9 


rant  in  his  hands  until  the  Hundred,  if  it  be  for  a  Hnndred,  or 
until  all  the  lots  of  the  Hundred,  if  it  be  for  a  lot,  shall  be  actually 
Lud  off  by  marked  lines  :  and  then,  or  at  the  time  of  the  entry,  if 
the  lines  were  tnarked  before  the  entry  was  made,  having  satisfied 
himself  by  proper  evidence  or  by  his  own  inspection  &  examina- 
tion, on  what  particular  lot,  or  oo  what  Huodrcd  the  location  ts, 
and  that  there  has  been  no  previous  location  oo  the  same  he  shall 
give  to  the  party  a  certificate,  describing  the  lot  or  Hundred  so 
specially  as  that  it  may  be  known  from  all  others,  by  particular 
marks  or  circumstances,  natural  or  artificial  by  stating  the  order 
or  position  of  the  Hundred  relatively  to  the  boundaries  of  the 
State,  and  specifying  the  lot  by  it's  number  :  with  which  certificate 
be  shall  return  the  warrant  also  to  the  party.  These  being  de- 
livered to  the  Register.  &  the  warrant  examined,  &  found 
genuine  by  him,  he  shall  give  a  receipt  for  the  same,  and  in  due 
time  proceed  to  execute  a  grant  of  the  land  in  the  following  form. 
"A.  fi.  register  of  the  land  oflice  of  the  United  States  within  the 

State  of to  all  to'whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting. 

Know  ye  that  for  good  consideration  there  is  granted  by  the 
United  States  of  America  unto  C.  D.  a  certain  lot  [or  Hundred  of 
land  as  the  case  shall  t>c,  describing  it  from  the  certificate]  within 
the  said  State  of to  have  &  to  hold  the  said  lot,  [or  Hun- 
dred] of  land,  with  its  appurtenances,  to  him  the  sd  C  D.  &  his 
heirs  for  ever.  In  witness  whereof  the  sd.  A.  B.  register  of  the 
land  office  of  the  sd  State  hath  hereunto  set  his  hand,  and  caused 

the  seal  of  this  office  to  be  affixed,  this  day  of  in  the 

year and  of  the  independance  of  the  United  States  the^— 

which  grant  shall  !«;  entered  of  record,  at  full  length,  in  good, 
well  bound,  books  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose,  at  the  expense 
of  the  United  Slates,  &  kept  by  the  Register,  and  being  so 
entered,  sliall  be  certified  to  have  been  registered,  &*  then  be 
delivered  to  the  pany  or  his  order.  Different  lots  adjoining  side 
by  side  within  the  same  Hundred,  may  be  included  &  passed  by 
the  same  grant ;  but  separate  lots  &  lots  in  different  Hundreds, 
as  also  different  Hundreds,  shall  he  passed  by  different  grants, 
no  fraitiotis  of  a  lot  shall  be  granted,  unless  where  such 
fractions  are  occasioned  by  the  boundary  of  the  State,  or  of  the 
Indian  conveyance,  until  a  temporary  Government  shall  be  estab- 
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lished  ta  any  Sute  accordmg  to  the  resolotioiis  of  Conjirai  of 

April  1784.    The  Uods  tbcRta  fhaU  psa^  in  dcscem  & 

do<rer  2ccordtQg  to  the  cuatocns  known  10  the  coDUBon  Isw  by  ike 
name  of  Garclkind  ;  and  shall  be  traosfcTTaUe  by  deed  or  viD 
proved  by  two  witnesses,  but  v}  soon  u  «  temporary  Government 
«ball  be  fO  establisbed  they  shall  become  tabjcct  to  the  Uwt  of 
the  State.  &  shall  never  after,  in  any  case,  revert  lo  die  United 
Stales.  Where  a  grant  shall  be  made  oat  to  the  heir  or  deviseeof 
the  person  in  whose  name  the  warrant  was  cr^tnally  bsoefi,  be 
shall  be  named  in  the  sd  Kraot  m  heir  or  devisee. 

For  preventing  hasty,  &  surreptitious  titles,  the  Register  ahall 
execute  tio  grant  for  lands  until  the  warrant  &  certificate  delivered 
hira  for  the  same  shall  have  remained  io  his  office  months, 

at  any  time  within  which  period  any  person,  claiming  the  sjime 
lands  under  a  prior  location,  shall  be  at  liberty,  to  enter  a  cxreal, 
with  the  Register,  against  the  execution  of  any  grant  to  the  other, 
setting  forth  in  the  entry  a  copy  of  the  location  under  which  him- 
self claims.  The  Register  shall  thereupon  issue  a  Summons, 
reciting  the  entry  made  with  him  &  calling  the  defendant  to 
appear  at  a  certain  time  &  place,  in  defence  of  his  right,  which 
Summons  being  served,  &  the  parties  appearing  he  shall  refer  the 
decision  to  three  arbitrators  to  be  chosen  by  them,  or  if  they  can> 
not  agree,  then  to  three  intelligent  honest  &  bdiffetcnt  persons 
to  be  named  by  himself ;  which  arbiuators  being  first  sworn  to  do 
justice  between  the  parties  according  to  the  best  of  their  knowl- 
edge and  abilities  by  the  Itegistcr  who  is  hereby  authorized  to 
administer  such  oath,  shall  proceed  thereon,  at  such  times  &  placev 
as  ihey  shall  appoint,  giving  notice  thereof  to  the  parties,  &  their 
award  being  rendered,  the  Register  shall  execute  a  grant  to  ihe 
plaintiff  or  defendant,  conformably  therewith.  The  party  whose 
location  is  annulled  shall  be  authorized  to  receive  again  his  war- 
rant, &  to  locate  it  on  other  lands.  IE  the  defendant,  being  sum- 
moned, or  Ihe  plaintiff,  fails  to  appear  by  himself  or  another 
before  the  Register  on  the  day  appointed  the  Register  may  give 
a  further  day,  or  in  his  descretion  may  proceed  on  the  evidence 
before  him  to  execute  a  grant  lo  the  party  having  the  right  If 
the  defendant  fails  to  appear,  &  there  be  no  5uf5deni  proof  that 
the  Summons  has  been  served,  the  Register  shall  issue  a  new 
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Summons,  unless  it  shall  be  proved  that  be  hath  be«n  sought  at 

the  usual  place  of  his  dwelling  &  hath  not  been  found  in  which 

hcase  Ihc  Summons  shall  be  advertised  three  times  in  some  gaictle 

of  the  State  wherein  he  then  resides  or  last  was  known  to  reside 

giTing  a  new  day  of  appearance,  which  shall  not  be  within  less 

|.than  months  after  the  date  of  the  last  third  publication,  and 

ron  his  failing  to  ap|>ear  at  that  day,  the  Register  shall  proceed  to 

decisioo.     But  in  case  of  a  decision  against  the  defendant,  where 

there  was  no  actual  ser^'ice  of  the  Summons,  he  shall  be  allowed 

at  any  time,  within  one  year  after  such  decision  a  rehearing  before 

arbitrators  to  be  appointed  &  qualified  as  directed  in  the  case  of 

an  appearance.     But  on  such  rehearing  the  mere  right  alone  shall 

be  tried. 

The  Register  together  with  the  map  before  directed  to  be 
, 'delivered  annually  to  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  shall  re|wn  a 
■  Calendar  of  all  grants  executed  by  him,  stating  in  different 
columns  thereof  the  date,  grantee,  quantity,  how  much  of  that  was 
for  military  service,  the  Hundred,  &  Lot.  The  monies  arising  from 
the  sale  of  warrants  shall  be  applied  to  the  sinking  such  part  of 
the  principal  of  the  National  debt  as  Congress  shall  from  time  to 
time  direct  &  to  no  other  purpose  whatsoever. 

The  Register,  before  he  enters  on  the  duties  of  his  oflSce,  shall 
give  such  bond  &  security  for  the  faithful  discharge  thereof  as 
Congress,  or  the  Committee  of  the  states,  shall  approve,  and  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive,  for  the  execution  of  every  grant,  dollar^ 
for  every  Lot  the  same  shall  contain  or  dollars  if  it  be  for  a 
whole  Hundred  ;  which  shall  be  paid  at  the  time  he  receives  the 
warrant  &  certificate,  &  shall  be  deemed  satisfaction  for  all  the 
•ervices  &  expenses  of  his  office,  except  the  purchase  of  books 
'for  registering  grants  &  of  the  seal  of  his  office. 

Every  Surveyor  shall  also,  before  he  enters  on  the  duties  of  his 
office  give  such  bond  and  security  for  the  faithful  discharge 
thereof  as  Congress,  or  Che  Committee  o(  the  states  shall  approve 
&  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  for  every  Lot  located  with  him 
dollars  and  dollars  for  a  whole  Hundred  which  shall  be  paid 
at  the  time  of  location,  &  shall  be  deemed  satisfaction  for  all  the 
KTvices  fir  cxpences  of  his  office.  But  where  he  shall  have  ad- 
mitted more  location  than  one  on  the  same  land  he  shall  restore 
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the  fees  received  from  the  pirty  whoM  location  shall  be 
aside. 

A  surveyor  desiring  to  locate  lands  for  himself  shall  malce  such 
location  with  the  Register. 

And  whereas  Congress  hy  their  resolutions  of  Sep.  i6-  1776  & 
Aug.  12, 1780  stipulated  grants  of  land  to  the  ofScers&  souldicrs 
who  should  engage  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  continue 
therein  to  the  close  of  the  war  or  until  discharged  by  Congress  & 
to  the  representatives  of  such  officers  &  souldicrs  as  should  be 
slain  by  the  enemy,  in  the  following  proportions,  to  wit,  to  a 
Major  General  1 100  acres,  to  a  Brigedier  850,  to  a  Colonel  500.  to 
a  L!  Colonel  450,  to  a  Major  400,  to  a  Captain  300,  to  a  Lieuten- 
ant 300,  to  an  Ensign  150,  &  to  a  non-commissioned  officer  or 
souldier  100.  For  complying  therefore  witii  such  stipulation,  ft 
for  ascertaining  the  evidence  of  rights  accruing  undcf  the  same 
which  shall  be  receivable  instead  of  money,  it  is  ordained  that  the 
evidence  to  be  required  from  commissioned  officers  shall  be* 
certificate  from  the  War  office  of  their  rank  and  continuance  in 
service  to  the  end  of  the  war  -fr  from  non  commissioned  officers  tt 
souldters  a  certificate  from  the  captain  of  their  Company,  coun^ 
tersii;ned  by  the  officer. who  commanded  commanding  effiati  rft 
their  regiment  at  thetimeoE  their  discharge,  that  ihcy  wereenltsted 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  during  the  war,  &  continued 
therein  to  the  close  of  it  to  wit,  to  the      day  of  1 7S3  &  from 

the  representatives  of  such  officers  &  souldicrs  as  were  slain  by 
the  enemy,  a  certificate,  from  the  same  authority  of  the  rank,  or 
term  of  enlistment  of  the  deceased,  vV  that  he  was  slain  by  the 
enemy,  together  with  saiisfaciory  affidavits  that  they  an-  his  rcpre- 
•entatives:  which  evidences  shall  be  receivable  by  thc"i»i— mw 
Loan  officer  of  the  United  States  in  the  state  to  the  line  of  which 
he  belonged,  or  by  the  Treasurer  if  he  belonged  to  the  line  of  no 
state  :  and  on  the  warrant  issued  shall  be  on  endorsement  signed 
by  the  Treasurer  or  Loan  officer  declaring  the  proportion  thereof 
which  was  satis5ed  by  military  service ;  and  in  the  same  pi 
portion  shall  all  fees  be  abated  to  which  that  warrant  would' 
otherwise  be  subject.  The  proceedings  on  it  in  all  other  respects 
shall  be  the  samv  as  on  a  warrant  issued  wholly  for  money. 

Saving  and  conforming  always   to  all   Officers  &   souldicrt. 
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entitled  to  lands  on  the  Northern  side  of  the  Ohio,  hjr  donation 
or  bounty  from  the  commonwealth  of  Vir^ia  &  to  all  person* 
claiming  under  thera  all  rights  to  which  they  are  so  cnlitU-d  b]r 
the  Uws  of  the  said  state  &  the  acts  of  Congress  accepting  ihe 
■      cession  of  Western  territory  from  the  sd  state. 


TO  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  VIRGINIA. 
(UNJAMIM  lUUISON.) 


V.  S.  A- 


AK^Arous  Apr,  30 :  1764 

Sir, — I  do  myself  the  honor  of  inclosing  you  an 
act  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  Western  territory 
as  passed  a  few  days  ago.  The  Ordinance  for  open- 
ing the  land  office  so  soon  as  our  purchases  are  made 
from  the  Indians  is  not  yet  passed.  I  also  inclose  a 
copy  of  the  estimate  &  requisitions  of  the  year  as  they 
passed  Congress.  This  however  you  will  shortly  re- 
ceive from  the  President  officially.  Congress  have 
determined  that  they  will  adjourn  on  the  3*?  of  June 
to  meet  at  Trenton  in  November.  Virginia,  Mary- 
land &  Pennsylvania  gave  each  certain  powers  to 
Congress  to  enable  them  to  counteract  the  British 
commercial  measures.  But  these  powers  were  all 
different.  A  recommendation  is  therefore  now  under 
consideration  proposing  to  the  states  to  give  a  uni- 
form power  for  a  given  term  of  years  which  may  en- 
able Congress  to  make  it  the  intertist  of  every  nation 
to  enter  into  equal  treaties  with  us.  This  I  think  will 
be  ready  by  the  next  post.  The  Cheval'  Luzerne  has 
notafied  his  leave  to  return  home  &  that  Mons'  de  Mar- 
bois  will  act  as  chargd  des  affaires  tilt  a  successor 
arrives.     Wc  begin  co  hope  that  the  bills  of  the  finan- 
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cter  ihuHluwd  with  proEcst  have  been  aJcen  upL  Tbc 
giwuiJ  of  our  hope  is  the  length  of  time  elapsed  wnb- 
ont  hearing  of  cbexr  olnmate  procesc  A  vessd  ar- 
nved  here  two  days  ^o  which  left  London  the 
35*^  of  Mai^  She  brings  papers  to  the  20^.  PHt 
was  still  tn  place,  supported  by  the  king,  H.  of  Lords. 
the  city  of  London.  £.  India  Company  &  the  natioo 
in  general,  who  were  sending  addresses  from  all  parts 
of  the  Cniwn  m  his  favor.  The  Grocers  Company 
Imto^  pccsenied  him  with  the  freedom  of  their  body 
&  given  him  an  entertainment,  the  dty  was  illumina- 
ted, and  the  windows  of  the  opposition  who  would  not 
Bkiminate  were  broken.  Still  the  opposition  returned 
a  majority  of  1 3  in  the  H.  of  Commoos  who  kept  all 
the  wheels  of  govenunent  sospended.  It  was  in  Mr. 
Pitt's  power  to  secure  himself  at  any  time  by  admit- 
ting a  coalition  but  this  would  seem  to  shift  him  00 
the  very  ground  which  had  shaken  his  adversaries^  It 
was  believed  the  parliament  would  be  dissolved.  They 
had  continued  the  king's  power  over  our  commerce 
six  months  longer. 


TO   HORATIO  GATES.' 

Amutous,  Hty  7tb,  1784. 

Dear  General, — 1  received  by  the  last  post  your 
favor  of  the  27th  Ult  and  am  obliged  for  the  com- 
munication therein.  The  ferment  on  the  subject  of 
your  society  seems  just  becoming  general.  They 
write  us  from  Virginia  that  it  works  high  there,  and 

•  Frow  tbt  originftl  Id  the  piwiMiw  at  Dr.  TloHi  Addn  EiMit  ol  l«Mr 
A. 


that  the  division  is  precisely  into  civil  and  military. 
We  will  not  presume  to  send  foreign  news  from  An- 
napolis to  Philadelphia.  Congress  expects  to  adjourn 
on  the  jd  of  June.  They  have  passed  the  estimate 
and  requisitions  for  the  year,  and  some  recommenda- 
tions to  the  states  to  vest  Congress  with  such  much 
power  over  their  commerce  as  will  enable  them  to  re- 
taliate on  any  nation  who  may  wish  to  grasp  it  on 
unequal  terms :  and  to  enable  them  if  it  should  be 
found  expedient  to  pass  something  like  the  British 
navigation  act.  You  say  [sic]  in  the  public  papers  a 
report  of  a  committee,  erroneously  said  to  be  an  act 
of  Congress,  for  dividing  the  Western  countr>'  into 
new  states.  That  report  was  recommitted,  the  para- 
graphs of  names  struck  off.  the  principles  of  govern- 
ment somewhat  varied  &  the  act  then  passed. 
I  Foreign  treaties  of  commerce  occupy  us  at  present,  I 
am  not  yet  fixed  as  to  the  time  of  my  coming  to 
Philadelphia,  tho'  think  it  will  not  be  long  [after  the] 
first 


REPORT  ON  CONTINENTAL  BILLS  OF  CREDIT.' 

[May  7,  I7»4.] 

lie  Grand  Committee.  To  whom  was  referred  a  Letter  of  ihc 
Governor  of  Massachusetts  of  the  j8*  of  October  17S3  reUlive 
to  the  Continental  Bills  of  Credit  of  the  old  Emissions,  submit 
the  following. 


>  Eiutoned  :  "  Na  88   Kqtort  of  cnnd  Con**  o«  OM  Coat:  Honejr.   KbH- 
Rc«d  May  17,  1764.     Moadkjr  a^  May  usigiipd  for  cotuideration." 
Tbif  report,  u  tdoplnl  by  Congrcsi.  «ru  primed  u : 

Tbe  Gnind  Cotntmliee  la  wbotn  wu  rttemd  /  a  Letter  of  the  Govmtor  o( 
£3la»*chuMtli,  of  the  a«ih  o[  Oc  /  tot>«i.  1783.  reUUve  to  (he  Continental  BUU 
'  Credit  /  uf  /  tbe  Old  Eniauoiu,  wbniit  the  foIlowioK.  /    4  to.  BrMdside. 
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Re»olTed. 

That  alt  sums  of  Continental  bills  of  credit  paid  by  cr  t*  Mf 
State  on  account  of  the  United  States  shall  be  credited  or  debited 
in  account  according  to  the  specie  value  of  such  bills  at  the  time' 
of  paimeni,  as  settled  by  the  legislature  of  the  same  suic  in  their 
table  of  depreciation  formed  for  the  use  of  their  state  :  and  where 
none  such  has  been  formed,  an  average  shall  be  taken  from  tboic 
of  the  slates  adjoining  wherein  such  tablet  have  been  fonned.  on 
which  paiments  an  interest  shall  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  6  per 
cenium  per  annum  from  the  time  of  paimeoL 

That  all  such  bills  noto  in  the  Treasury  of  any  state  shall  be 
credited  to  such  state  at  the  value  they  bore  in  specie  at  the  time 
they  were  received  by  the  slate,  which  value  shall  be  settled  by  a 
table  of  depreciation  as  directed  in  the  preceding  resolution  for 
alt  the  period  of  time  comprehended  in  such  depreciation  table 
and  if  the  sd  bills  were  received  after  the  last  dajr  to  which  luch 
table  descends  they  shall  then  be  credited  at  the  rate  at  which 
they  were  actually  purchased  or  received,  or  if  not  purchased  or 
received  at  any  particular  rate,  then  at  the  market  value  of  such 
bills  within  the  stale  at  the  time,  to  be  estimated  on  tljc  best  evi- 
dence which  may  be  obtained,  on  which  sums  also  a  like  interest 
of  6  per  cent  per  annum  from  ihc  lime  of  receipt  shall  l>e  allowed^ 
and  the  afKdavii  of  the  Treasurer  receiving  the  sd  bills  shall  be 
evidence  of  the  time  and  rate  at  which  they  were  received. 

lliat  all  such  bills  now  in  the  hands  of  individuait  shall  be  re- 
deemed at  the  same  tales  prescribed  for  those  in  the  Treasury  of 
their  state.  That  the  holders  of  such  bills  shall  be  at  liberty  to 
carry  them  lo  the  loan  officer  of  Ihc  U.  S.  within  their  state  who 
shall  give  them  in  exchange  for  the  same  a  certificate  expressing: 
the  sum  in  specie  which  the  U.  S.  owe  in  lieu  thereof  &  the  tioM 
from  which  it  bears  interest,  which  lime  shall  be  Ihc  i"  day  of 
April  1781,  where  the  sd  bills  were  received  before  that  day.  & 
when  received  afterwards  the  time  of  their  actual  receipt  Tbe 
loan  officer  shall  require  from  the  holder  the  best  cTideoccof 
time  of  his  receiving  them  which  the  nature  of  the  caae  will  ad-^ 
mit,  viz.  that  of  circumstances  &  disinieretted  persons  where  10 
be  had,  and  where  not  lo  be  had  to  his  satisfaction,  ihen  rMort- 
ing  to  the  examination  of  the  party  himself  on  oath,  &  K**'*'*! 
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tberelo  so  much  credit  as  in  his  conscience  he  shall  think  it  de- 
B«rve» :  and  in  all  cases  of  importance  &  difficulty  shall  associate 
^o  himself  two  honest  &  ahle  persons  to  assist  him  in  the  examina- 
tion &  judgment.  These  certificates  shall  be  funded  &  paid  as 
the  other  debts  oi  the  U.  S.,  btii  no  certificate  shall  be  issued  for 
a  less  sum  than  iwenly  specie  dollars. 

That  the  Superintendent  of  finance  direct  the  fonn  2:  mode  of 
issuing  the  afoiesd  certificates,  &  take  order  for  destroying  the 
Continental  bills  of  credit  brought  in. 

Passed  in  Commcc  May.  7.  17&4. 


TO   THE   GOVERNOR  OF   VIRGINIA- 

(KKNJAMIN  UAkKISOM.) 


V.  S.A. 


Annapolis  May  7,  1784 

SrR, — The  duty  of  correspondence  for  the  Month 
being  devolved  on  me.  and  no  authentic  intelligence 
from  abroad  having  been  received,  I  have  it  in  my 
power  to  communicate  to  you  only  what  we  get 
through  the  channel  of  the  public  papers.  The  in- 
closed will  present  to  you  some  of  the  late  debates  of 
the  H.  of  Commons,  their  address  to  the  king  &  his 
answers.  These  seem  to  exclude  the  prospect  of  ac- 
comodation. In  my  last  I  inclosed  you  a  copy  of 
the  estimate  &  requisitions  for  the  year,  and  the  act 
for  the  division  of  the  Western  territories  as  they  had 
ultimately  passed  Congress,  since  that,  the  resolutions 
have  been  passed  which  have  been  forwarded  to  you 
by  the  President  recommending  to  the  legislatures  to 
invest  Congress  with  certain  powers  in  some  cases  of 
commerce.  The  principles  on  which  treaties  of  com- 
merce are  to  be  formed  with  foreign  powers,  occupy 
the  attention  of  Congress  at  this  time.     These  will 
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then  remain  for  discussion  before  their  adjournment, 
r.  The  opening  of  their  land  office.  2.  Indian  affairs^ 
3.  The  Western  posts.  4.  A  proposed  arrangement 
of  the  treasury  on  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Morris  is 
expected.  &  5.  A  definition  of  the  powers  of  the 
Committee  of  the  states. 

In  your  favour  of  the  23?  of  Apr.  you  ask  at  what 
rate  the  Loan-office  debt  is  to  be  discharged  ?  The 
reflolution.H  of  June  28.  1780  which  fix  the  rate  of  de- 
preciation, declare  that  the  principal  of  the  loans  shall 
br  ilischarKcd  in  Spanish  dollars  according  to  those 
ralrs. 

\Vr  huve  had  information  of  the  adoption  of  the 
tmpoHt  by  every  state  except  Georgia,  N.  Carolina, 
Now  York.  Connecticut  &  Rhode  Island.  From  the 
throe  lirst  thorc  is  no  reason  to  apprehend  any  oppo- 
(tition.  Connecticut  declares  itself  opposed  unless 
tbo  Commutation  can  be  separated  from  it.  The 
lin««oss  i\f  Conjjrcss  on  this  head  will  exclude  her 
frvMn  o\x*n,-  ho^-vo  of  that,  and  I  am  informed  it  is 
|M\^lv»Mo  she  win  yield  that  point  &  adopt  the 
i«eAs«re.  I  hax-e  frrquenily  heaurd  the  gentleman  of 
Kh^vle  isUnd.  to  whom  the  t^poation  of  that  state 
hAs  Jwn  j^neraUy  imj>ute^  declare  that  Rhode 
WArtx^  w\'ml>i  nex-er  oome  into  the  measure  erf  the  im- 
^s^^^  A'i  lorij:  A''  -"-'>  ^"^hor  srate  would  bold  ofl-  That 
\\  ^\-o\\  «\t<-x  »..v<\io^^  howc\TT,  she  would  not  sole]y 
^>}>»NNvo  jh*-^  X*  iV,  o:  rhe  »-bo"je  unicm.  bat  m  that 
VAvv  x^\N:k-.  \-oM  T>!f  proSabiJln-  is  tbere*Off«  that 
(■>s-  rrv^as,;;v  » iV.  j::fo;  ;hrc»iy:-)'.  iT  lie  It^slatares  in 
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TO   THE   GOVERNOR   OF   VIRGINIA.  v.  S.A. 

(BBMJAUIN  HAftSISON.) 

Ahnapous,  May  7, 1784 

Sir, — Since  my  letter  of  this  morning  the  post  has 
arrived  and  brought  us  a  letter  from  Dr  Franklin  of 
Mar.  9.  He  had  received  a  letter  from  Congress 
informing  him  of  the  reasons  of  delaying  our  ratifica- 
tion. He  apprehends  no  difficulty  from  this  circum- 
stance, &  the  rather  as  he  had  received  a  letter  from 
Mr  Hartley  dated  Mar.  2.  (the  day  before  the  ex- 
change should  have  taken  place)  desiring  him  he 
would  inform  him  when  the  American  ratification 
'should  arrive.  &  he  would  then  apply  for  the  British  & 
attend  the  exchange.  Letters  this  moment  received 
from  Holland  inform  us  that  the  protested  bills  will  be 
taken  up:  but  by  pushing  a  plan  of  loan  on  terms 
most  ruinous  and  disgraceful :  yet  less  so  than  nonpai- 
ment  would  have  been.  This  shows  the  necessity  of 
doing  something  effectual  in  the  business  of  supplies. 
P.  S.  Mr  Hardy  desires  me  to  present  his  com- 
pliments and  to  inform  you  that  the  want  of  anything 
material  to  be  added  to  the  intelligence  I  have  com- 
municated prevents  him  troubling  you  with  a  letter. 


INSTRUCTIONS     TO     THE     MINISTERS     PLENIPOTENTIARY 

APPOINTED    TO    NEGOTIATE    TREATIES    OF   COMMERCE 

WITH   THE   EUROPEAN   NATIONS.' 

M^  7.  1784. 

WuERKAS,  instructions  bearing  date  the  39th  day  of  October, 

1783,  were  sent  to  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 

'States  of  America  at  the  Court  of  VcrsajUcs,  empowered  to  ncgo- 

>  Cf.  Sttrtt  J»mrm»it  &/  CMtfreu.  VLkj  7,  1794. 
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tiate  a  peace,  or  to  any  one  or  more  of  them,  for  concerting  drafts 
or  propositions  for  treaties  of  amity  and  commerce  with  the  cooi- 
tncrcial  powers  of  Europe  : 

Resolved^  That  it  will  he  advantageous  to  these  United  Statei  to 
conclude  such  treaties  with  Russia,  the  Court  of  Vienna.  Prussia, 
Deumark,  Saxony,  Hamburg,  Great  Britain,  Spain,  Portugal, 
Genoa,  Tuscany,  Rome,  Naples.  Venice,  Sardinia,  and  the  Ot- 
toman  Porte. 

Retolved,  That  in  the  formation  of  these  treaties  the  following 
points  be  carefully  stipulated  : 

I  St.  That  each  parly  shall  have  a  right  to  carry  their  own  pro* 
duce,  manufactures,  and  merchandise,  in  their  own  bottoms  to 
the  ports  of  the  other,  and  thence  the  produce  and  merchandise 
of  the  other,  paying,  in  both  cases,  such  duties  only  as  are  paid 
by  the  most  favored  nation,  freely,  where  it  is  freely  granted  to 
such  nation,  or  paying  the  compensation  where  such  nation  does 
the  same. 

2.  That  with  the  nations  holding  territorial  possessions  in 
America,  a  direct  and  similar  intercourse  be  admitted  between 
the  United  States  and  such  possessions  ;  or  if  this  cannot  be  ob- 
uincd,  then  a  direct  and  similar  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  certain  free  ports  within  such  possessions  ;  that  if 
this  neither  am  be  obtained,  permission  be  stipulated  to  biing 
from  such  possessions,  in  their  own  bottoms,  the  produce  and 
merchandise  thereof  to  their  States  directly  ;  and  for  these  Stales 
to  carry  in  their  own  bottoms  their  produce  and  merchandise  lo 
such  possessions  directly. 

3.  That  these  United  Stales  be  considered  in  all  such  treaties, 
and  in  every  case  arising  under  them,  as  one  nation,  upon  the 
principles  of  the  federal  constitution. 

4.  That  ii  be  proposed,  though  not  indispensably  Hquiied, 
that  if  war  should  hcteofter  arise  between  the  two  contracting 
parties,  the  merchants  of  either  country,  then  residing  in  the 
other,  shall  be  allowed  lo  remain  nine  months  to  collect  their 
debts  and  settle  (ha'r  affairs,  and  may  depart  freely,  carrying  off 
all  their  effects,  without  molestation  or  hinderance,  and  all  fisher- 
men, all  cultivators  of  ihc  earth,  and  all  artisans  or  mannfaciur- 
crs,  unarmed  and  inhabiting  unfortified  towns,  villages  or  places. 
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wlio  labor  for  the  common  subsisience  and  benefit  of  mankind, 
and  peicenbly  following  their  respective  employments,  shall  be 
allowed  to  continue  the  same,  and  shall  not  lie  molested  by  the 
armed  force  of  the  enemy,  in  whose  power,  by  the  events  of  war, 
they  may  happen  to  fall  ;  but  if  anything  is  necessary  to  be  taken 
from  (hem,  for  the  use  of  such  armed  force,  the  same  shall  be 
paid  for  at  a  reasonable  price  ;  and  all  merchants  and  traders, 
exchanging  the  products  of  different  places,  and  thereby  render- 
ing the  necessaries,  conveniences,  and  comforts  of  human  life 
more  easy  to  obtain  and  more  general,  shall  be  allowed  to  pass 
free  and  unmolested  ;  and  neither  of  the  contracting  powers  shall 
grant  or  issue  any  commission  to  any  private  anned  vesisels  em- 
powering them  to  take  or  destroy  such  trading  ships,  or  intemipt 
such  commerce. 

5.  And  in  case  either  of  the  contracting  parties  shall  happen 
to  be  engaged  in  war  with  any  other  nation,  it  be  further  agreed, 
in  order  to  prevent  all  (he  difficulties  and  misunderstandings  that 
usinlly  arise  respecting  the  merchandise  heretofore  called  con- 
traband, such  as  arms,  ammunition  and  military  stores  of  all 
kinds,  that  no  such  articles,  carrying  by  the  ships  or  subjects  of 
one  of  the  parties  to  the  enemies  of  the  other,  shall,  on  any  ac- 
count, be  deemed  contraband,  so  as  to  induce  cooliscalion,  and  a 
los*  of  property  to  individuals.  Nevertheless,  it  shall  be  lawful 
to  stop  such  ships  and  detain  them  for  such  length  of  time  as  the 
captors  may  think  necessary,  to  prevent  the  inconvenience  or 
damage  that  might  ensue,  from  their  proceeding  on  their  voyage, 
paying,  however,  a  reasonable  compensation  for  the  loss  such 
arrest  shall  occasion  to  the  proprietors  ;  and  it  shall  be  further 
allowed  to  use  in  the  service  of  the  captors,  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  the  military  stores  bo  detained,  paying  the  owners  the 
full  value  of  the  same,  to  be  ascertained  by  the  current  price  at 
the  place  of  its  destination.  But  if  the  other  contracting  party 
win  not  consent  to  discontinue  the  confiscation  of  contraband 
goods,  then  that  it  be  stipulated,  that  if  the  master  of  ihc  vessel 
stopped,  will  deliver  out  the  goods  charged  to  be  contraband,  he 
shall  be  admitted  to  do  it,  and  the  vessel  shall  not  in  that  case 
be  carried  into  any  port ;  but  shall  be  allowed  to  proceed  on  her 
vuyage. 


49> 


TBB  WRITINGS  OF 


[1784 


6.  That  ID  the  same  case,  when  either  of  the  contracting  panics 
shall  happen  to  be  engaged  in  war  with  any  other  power,  all 
goods,  not  contraband,  belonging  to  (be  subjects  of  that  other 
power,  and  shipped  in  the  bottoms  of  the  party  hereto,  who  i* 
not  engaged  in  the  war,  shall  be  entireljr  free.  And  that  to  ascer- 
tain what  shall  constitute  the  blockade  of  any  place  or  port,  it 
shall  be  understood  to  be  in  such  predicament,  when  the  assailing 
power  shall  have  taken  such  a  sta.lion  as  to  expose  to  imminent 
danger  any  ship  or  ships,  that  would  attempt  to  sail  in  or  out  of 
the  said  port  ;  and  that  no  vessel  of  the  party,  who  is  not  engaged 
in  the  said  war,  shall  be  stopped  without  a  material  and  well- 
grounded  cause  ;  and  in  such  cases  justice  shall  be  done,  and  an 
indemnification  given,  without  loss  of  time  to  the  persotu 
aggrieved,  and  thus  stopped  without  sufScicnt  cause. 

7.  That  no  right  be  stipulated  for  aliens  to  hold  real  property 
within  these  States,  this  being  utterly  inadmissible  by  their  ser- 
•eral  laws  and  policy  ;  but  when  on  the  death  of  any  person  hold- 
ing real  estate  within  the  territories  of  one  of  the  contracting 
parties,  such  real  estate  would  by  their  laws  descend  on  a  subject 
or  citizen  of  the  other,  were  he  not  disqualified  by  alienage,  then 
he  sliaJI  be  allowed  reasonable  time  to  dispose  of  the  same,  and 
withdraw  the  proceeds  without  molestation. 

8.  That  such  treaties  be  made  for  a  term  not  exceeding  ten 
years  from  the  exchange  of  ratification. 

9.  That  these  instructions  be  considered  as  supplementary  (0 
those  of  October  39th,  1783  ;  and  not  as  revoking,  except  when 
they  contradict  them.  That  where  in  treaty  with  a  particular 
nation  they  can  procure  particular  advantages,  to  the  specifica* 
tion  of  which  we  have  been  unable  to  descend,  our  object  in 
these  instructions  having  been  to  form  outlines  only  and  general 
principles  of  treaty  with  many  nations,  it  is  our  expectation  they 
will  procure  them,  though  not  pointed  out  in  these  instructions  ; 
.and  where  they  may  be  able  to  form  treaties  on  principles  which, 
in  their  judgment,  will  be  more  beneficial  to  (he  United  States 
than  those  herein  directed  to  be  made  their  basis,  they  are  per- 
mitted to  adopt  such  principles.  That  as  to  the  duration  of 
treaties,  though  we  have  proposed  to  restrain  them  to  the  term 
of  un  years,  yet  they  are  al  liberty  to  extend  the  same  as  lar  as 
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fiftecD  years  with  any  oatioD  which  may  pertinaciously  insist 
thereon.  And  that  it  will  be  agreeable  to  u&  to  have  supplement- 
ary treaties  with  France,  the  United  Neihcrlands  and  Sweden, 
which  may  bring  the  treaties  we  have  entered  into  with  them 
as  nearly  as  may  be  to  the  principles  of  those  now  directed  ;  but 
that  this  be  not  pressed,  if  the  proposal  should  be  found  dis- 
agreeable. 

Jiesolvtd,  That  treaties  of  amity,  or  of  amity  and  commerce,  be 
entered  into  with  Morocco,  and  the  Regencies  of  Algiers,  Tunis 
and  Tripoli,  to  continue  (or  thr  same  term  of  ten  years,  or  for  a 
term  as  much  longer  as  can  be  procured. 

That  our  Ministers,  to  be  commissioned  for  treatiitg  with  for- 
eign nations,  make  known  to  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  the  great 
satisfaciion  which  Congress  feel  from  the  amicable  disposition  he 
has  shown  towards  these  States,  and  his  readiness  to  enter  into 
alliance  with  them.  That  the  occupations  of  the  war,  and  dis- 
tance to  our  situation  have  prevented  our  meeting  his  friendship 
so  early  as  we  wished.  But  the  powers  are  now  delegated  to 
them  for  entering  into  treaty  with  him,  in  the  execution  of  which 
they  arc  ready  to  proceed,  and  that  as  to  the  expenses  of  hi& 
Minister,  they  do  therein  what  is  for  the  honor  and  interest  of 
the  United  Sutes. 

Rtsolved,  That  a  commission  be  issued  to  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  B. 
Franklin,  and  Mr.  T.  Jefferson,  giving  powers  to  them,  or  the 
greater  part  of  them,  to  make  and  receive  propositions  for  such 
treaties  of  amity  and  commerce,  and  to  negotiate  and  sign  the 
same,  transmitting  them  to  Congress  for  their  Anal  ratification  ; 
and  that  such  commission  be  in  force  for  a  term  not  exceeding 
two  years. 


TO  JAMES  MONROE.  HON.  MSS. 

PHILADELraiA  Msv.  St,  I7&4. 

Dear  Sir» — Your  favor  of  the  i4ih  came  duly  to 
hand.  It  enabled  me  to  give  to  Col  Humphries  the 
first  intimation  of  his  appointment  and  to  see  that  he 
received  real  pleasure  from  it.     He  was  before  un- 
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known  to  me ;  but  our  future  connection  in  business 
has  occasioned  me  to  inquire  into  his  character  with 
which  I  am  much  pleased.  We  have  taken  arrange- 
ments for  passing  the  Atlantic  together.  Short  is 
not  yet  arrived.  But  had  he  not  been  coming,  the 
servant  whom  I  ordered  to  join  me  here  would  have 
been  with  me  before  now.  I  wait  for  time  &  for  our 
commissions  &  instructions.  The  moment  these 
arrive  I  shall  set  out  for  Boston,  where  a  passage 
will  be  provided. — Is  there  a  commission  for  an  ad- 
ditional treaty  with  France?  The  instructions  made 
this  necessary,  and  without  it  we  shall  be  at  Paris 
but  private  citizens,  unprotected  by  the  laws  of 
nations,  and  liable  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  country. 
A  very  disagreeable  aiTair  has  happened  here  which 
will  give  you  trouble  probably  both  on  this  &  the 
other  side  the  water.  It  is  an  assault  by  a  very 
worthless  Frenchman  on  Mr  Marbois.  for  refusing  to 
give  the  attestations  of  the  consulate  to  some  false- 
hoods which  he  wished  to  establish.  I  mean  to  make 
myself  acquainted  with  the  affair  &  will  write  you 
particularly  on  it  before  I  leave  this  place.  Gcnl. 
Knox  went  on  from  hence  two  days  ago  to  receive 
the  orders  of  Congress  as  to  the  western  posts.  The 
mouth  of  the  Illinois  is  the  interesting  post  for  Vir- 
ginia, because  it  will  open  a  trade  up  the  Missouri 
&  Missisippi.  The  spot  there  is  advantageous  for 
defence  according  to  Hutchins'  pamphlet,  &  Gcnl. 
Washington's  letter  on  the  peace  establishment 
Michillimacinac  is  very  important  for  the  United 
States  in  general :    it  is   interesting  to  Virginia  on 
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the  expectation  that  she  may  open  the  navigation 
from  lake  Erie  to  Patowmac.  Detroit  is  a  place  of 
Consequence,  but  so  strongly  settled  that  I  doubt 
whether  any  force  need  be  kept  there.  The  N. 
Yorkers  will  wish  a  force  at  Niagara  or  Oswego.  I 
should  yield  to  them  as  far  as  necessity  requires;  but 
the  further  north  that  post  is  the  better  for  Virginia, 
were  it  even  pushed  to  the  intersection  of  the  Cata- 
raqui  with  the  45'''  degree.  It  might  then  leave  a 
possibility  of  drawing  the  six  nations  to  F,  Pitt.  Mr 
Thomson's  counsel  on  this  subject  will  probably  be 
useful,  the  interests  of  Pennsylva  &  Virginia  being 
united  as  to  all  these  posts.  We  shall  not  begin 
to  scramble  for  the  trade  till  we  have  brought  it  to 
F.  Pitt.  To  the  Southward  it  would  be  our  interest 
to  have  an  agency  kept  up  with  the  Overhill 
Cherokees,  &  Martin  the  agent.  If  S.  Carola  & 
Georgia  would  then  be  contented  with  one  other 
'agency,  &  could  agree  on  it's  situation  it  would  be 
veil.  I  had  thought  of  the  head  of  Mobile  river 
because  there  is  a  very  short  portage  from  there  to 
the  waters  of  the  Tenissee  which  would  give  us 
access  to  it,  but  Mr  Reid  thought  it  too  distant  from 
the  inhabited  country.  I  am  to  thank  you  for  your 
care  of  my  baggage  which  is  come  safely  to  hand. 
Mr  Hopkinson  had  sent  on  under  cover  to  mc  a 
draught  from  mr  Morris  for  233J  Dollars  for  me, 
and  for  the  amount  of  mr  Hardy's  bill.  My  part  was 
intended  for  mr  Jenifer.  I  hope  you  will  have  been 
so  good  as  to  dispose  of  both  parts  according  to  their 
destination.     Boirod  &  Gaillard  had  also  forwarded 
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by  the  stage  some  of  the  books  you  desired  I  have 
not  yet  received  their  bill  &  will  transmit  it  to  you  as 
soon  as  received.  The  stage  having  ceased  to  pass 
between  Baltimore  &  Annapolis,  possibly  these  books 
may  remain  at  the  former  place.  I  believe  there  is 
sometimes  too  a  stoppage  at  Susquehanna  by  a 
change  of  interest  in  the  proprietors  of  the  stage. 
Should  this  have  happened,  your  enquiries  must  come 
that  far. — I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  three 
balons  here.  The  largest  was  of  8.f.  diameter  & 
ascended  about  300  feet.  I  shall  write  to  you  again 
from  this  place  &  afterwards  in  the  course  of  my 
Northern  progress.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  to 
continue  your  letters  as  long  as  they  can  reach  Boston 
by  the  15^  of  June.  A  particular  detail  of  Congres- 
sional proceedings,  and  of  the  communications  from 
or  concerning  your  foreign  ministers  will  be  most 
acceptable,  Hopkinson  tells  me  he  had  mentioned 
in  his  letter  to  mc  that  the  office  of  Director  or 
master  of  the  mint  would  be  acceptable.  He  was 
therefore  uneasy  when  I  told  him  that  I  had  left  a 
request  with  a  friend  to  open  my  letters.  But  I  satis- 
fied him  perfectly  on  that  head,  and  that  you  would 
render  him  any  service  which  the  duties  of  your 
situation  would  permit.  He  is  a  man  of  genius,  gen- 
tility &  great  merit,  &  at  the  same  time  poor  &  the 
father  of  a  numerous  family.  He  holds  a  little  office 
here,  more  respectable  than  profitable,  for  he  can  but 
barely  live.  He  is  as  capable  of  the  office  as  any 
man  I  know  &  the  appointment  would  give  general 
pleasure,  because  he  is  generally  esteemed. — Messrs. 


Boirod  &  Gaillard  will  be  glad  to  receive  the  Pros- 
pectus of  the  Encyclopedia.  Foreseeing  that  if  I  turn 
over  the  leaf  I  shall  plague  you  with  another  page 
full  I  will  here  bid  you  adieu. 


TO  CHARLES    THOMSON.' 

PHILAmiL*,  M*r3t,   1784. 

Dear  Sir.— I  received  your  favor  of  the  i6th  last 
night.  I  was  out  when  it  was  delivered,  so  knew  not 
how  it  came,  a  circumstance  no  otherwise  important 
than  as  I  am  at  a  loss  how  or  where  to  inquire  for 
the  packet  which  should  have  accompanied  it,  con- 
taining the  Commissions,  Instructions,  etc.  I  shall 
immediately,  however,  make  the  enquir>'.  I  am 
obliged  to  you  for  the  order  for  the  journal.  1  shall 
make  use  of  it  to  procure  those  of  1779-1783,  and 
part  of  1784  which  my  set  wants.  My  matter  in  the 
printing  way  is  dropped.  Aitkcn  had  formerly  told 
me  he  would  print  it  for  £4  a  sheet.  He  now  asks 
£$  los.,  which  raises  the  price  from  ^48  to  ;^66  : 
but  what  was  a  more  effectual  and  inseparable  bar 
was  that  he  could  not  complete  it  under  three  weeks, 
a  time  I  could  not  wait  for  it.  Dunlap  happened  to 
be  out  of  town,  so  1  relinquished  the  plan.  Perhaps 
1  may  have  a  few  copies  struck  off  In  Paris  if  there 
be  an  English  Printer.  If  I  do  you  shall  assuredly 
have  one.  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  adding  some  of 
your  notes — those  which  were  mendatory  merely  will 
have  their  efifect  on  the  body  of  the  work.  I  left  all 
the  papers  belonging  to  the  Grand  Committee  in  the 

■  Ftaiii  CMbvtfAU  e/  the  A\  K  Uirtarita!  Steitty  /tr  tSj8.  p.  (86. 
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hands  of  Mr.  Blanchard.  Among  these  were  the 
papers  relating  to  Vermont.  My  reason  for  not 
delivering  them  to  you  as  I  did  the  others  was,  that 
the  Committee  was  to  sit  that  morning.  There  are 
vessels  arrived  here  which  left  London  as  late  as  the 
14  of  April.  Nothing  important,  however,  has  yet 
been  communicated  from  them.  The  principal  inter- 
esting occurrence  here  is  a  ver>*  daring  insult  com- 
mitted  on  Mr.  Marbois  by  a  Frenchman,  who  calls 
himself  the  Cheval.  Do  Longchamps,  but  it  is  in  fact, 
the  nephew  of  the  Minister's  Steward's  wife.  He 
obliged  him  in  his  own  defence  to  box  in  the  street 
like  a  porter.  He  is  demanded  by  the  Minister  to 
be  delivered  up  by  the  Executive  here  to  be  sent  to 
France  for  punishment  They  are  plodding  over  the 
case.  Whether  he  be  a  citizen  of  America  or  not  is 
not  yet  decided.  I  shall  endeavor  to  make  myself 
acquainted  with  the  facts  because  it  will  probably  be 
the  cause  of  something  disagreeable  here,  and  per- 
haps on  the  other  side  of  the  water.  I  think  there  is 
a  desire  in  the  Executive  to  give  every  satisfaction 
they  can,  but  whether  it  is  in  the  syllables  and  letters 
of  the  Law  that  a  Frenchman  committing  an  outrage 
may  be  delivered  up  to  his  master  for  punishment  is 
matter  of  dubiety.  You  will  hear  enough  of  it,  as  it 
comes  to  Congress,  of  course ;  so  I  will  add  no  more 
than  my  respectful  compliments  to  Mrs  Thomson 
and  assurances  to  yourself  that  1  am.  with  much 
esteem,  Dr  Sir,  your  friend  and  servant 

P.  S.  I  find  your  Letter  came  by  post,  but  no 
packet  with  it  The  arrival  of  so  late  a  vessel  is  now 
contradicted. 
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TO   JAMES   HADISON.  had.  lUs. 

Fhiladklpria,  Ma]r  sj,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, — *  •  •  I  could  not  get  my  notes 
printed  here  &  therefore  refer  it  till  I  shall  cross  the 
water  when  I  will  have  a  few  copies  struck  off  and 
send  you  one — The  assembly  of  N,  York  have  made 
Payne,  the  author  of  Common  sense  a  present  of  a 
farm.  Could  you  prevail  on  our  assembly  to  do 
something  for  him.  I  think  their  quota  of  what 
ought  to  be  given  him  would  be  20cx>  guineas,  or  an 
inheritance  with  100  guineas  a  year.  It  would  be 
peculiarly  magnanimous  in  them  to  do  it ;  because  it 
would  shew  that  no  particular  &  smaller  passion  has 
suppressed  the  grateful  impressions  which  his  services 
have  made  on  our  minds.  *  •  •  [  ^<p^  obliged 
to  put  a  period  here  to  my  letter  being  desired  to  as- 
sist In  a  consultation  on  a  very  disagreeable  affair. 
A  Frenchman  of  obscure  &  worthless  character  hav- 
ing applied  to  Mr.  Marbois  to  give  him  the  Consular 
attestations  to  a  falsehood  and  being  refused,  attacked 
him  in  the  streets  a  day  or  two  after  and  beat  him 
much  with  his  cane.  The  minister  has  taken  up  this 
daring  insult  &  violation  of  the  law  of  nations  in  the 
person  of  the  Secretar>'  to  their  embassy  &  demands 
him  to  be  given  up  (being  a  subject  of  France)  to  be 
sent  there  for  punishmenL  I  doubt  whether  the  laws 
of  this  state  have  provided  either  to  punish  him  suf- 
ficiently here,  or  to  surrender  him  to  be  punished  by 

his  own  sovereign  ;  and  the '  of  this  state  is  so 

indecisive  that  no  defects  of  law  will  be  supplied  by 
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any  confidence  of  his  in  the  justification  of  his  assem- 
bly when  they  shall  meet.  They  have  not  yet  de- 
clared what  they  can  or  will  do,  &  the  scoundrel  is 
going  at  large  on  bail,  sending  anonymous  letters  to 
the  minister  &  Marbois  with  threats  of  assassina- 
tion &c  if  the  prosecution  be  not  discontinued.  The 
affair  is  represented  to  Congress  who  will  have  the 
will  but  not  the  power  to  interpose.  It  will  probably 
go  next  to  France  &  bring  on  serious  consequences. 
For  god's  sake  while  tliis  instance  of  the  necessity  of 
providing  for  the  enforcement  of  the  law  of  nations 
is  fresh  on  men's  minds,  introduce  a  bill  which  shall 
be  ciTcctual  &  satisfactory  on  this  subject.  Consuls 
you  will  always  have.  Ministers  may  pass  occasion- 
ally through  our  country.  Members  of  Congress 
must  pass  through  it  Should  Congress  sit  in  or 
near  the  state,  frequent  instances  of  these  &  public 
ministers  entering  the  state  may  occur.  I  wish  you 
every  possible  felicity  &  shall  hope  to  hear  from  you 
frequently. 


TO   BENJAMIN    FKANKUN.* 

Boston,  iqJdiic.  1784. 

Dear  S[k, — Supposing  that  Congress  would  com- 
municate to  you  directly  the  powers  committed  to 
yourself,  Mr.  Adams  and  myself,  I  have  delayed  from 
day  to  day  the  honor  of  writing  to  you,  in  hopes  that 
every  day  would  open  to  me  a  certainly  of  the  time 
and  place  at  which  I  might  sail.  A  French  packet 
will  leave  New  York  early  in  the  month.     By  her  1 
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mean  to  take  my  passage,  ajid  may  therefore  expect. 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  things,  to  have  the  pleasure 
of  joining  you  at  Paris  in  the  middle  or  latter  part  of 
August,  and  of  communicating  the  commissions  and 
instructions  under  which  we  are  to  act.  The  latter 
are  more  special  than  those  heretofore  sent.  I  shall 
then  also  have  the  pleasure  of  giving  you  more  par- 
ticular information  of  the  situation  of  our  affairs  than 
I  could  do  by  letter  ;  in  general.  I  may  observe  to 
you  that  their  aspect  is  encouraging. 

Congress,  understanding  that  Mr.  Jay  was  prob- 
ably on  his  passage  to  America,  appointed  him  their 
Secretary  for  Foreign  affairs.  It  would  give  me 
peculiar  pleasure  to  meet  with  him  before  my  de- 
parture, and  to  know  that  he  will  act  in  an  office  with 
which  wc  shall  be  so  immediately  connected.  Con- 
gress adjourned  on  the  3rd  of  June,  to  meet  at  Tren- 
ton on  the  first  Monday  of  November,  leaving  a  com- 
mittee of  the  States  at  the  helm  during  tlieir  recess. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  Mrs.  Bache 
and  her  family  were  well  when  I  left  Philadelphia, 
which  was  about  three  weeks  ago.  In  hopes  of 
joining  you  nearly  as  soon  as  you  will  receive  this 
letter,  I  subscribe  myself,  with  very  sincere  esteem 
and  regard,  dear  sir»  your  most  affectionate  humble 
servant. 


TO  JAMES   MADISON.  mao.  m». 

BosTOK  Jnlr  1,  1794. 

Dear  Sir, — After  visiting  the  principal  towns 
through  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  this  state,  & 
New  Hampshire  in  order  to  acquire  what  knowledge 
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ttate  a  peace,  or  to  any  one  or  more  of  them,  for  concerdog  drafts 
or  propositions  for  treaties  of  amity  and  commerce  with  the  com- 
merctal  powers  of  Europe  : 

Resolved,  That  it  will  be  advantageous  to  these  United  States  to 
conclude  such  trcjities  with  Kussto,  the  Court  of  Vienna,  Pru&sia, 
Denmark.  Saxony,  Hamburg,  Great  Bntain,  Spam,  Portugal, 
Genoa,  Tuscany,  Rome,  Naples,  Venice,  Sardinia,  and  the  Ot- 
toman  Portc. 

Raoivid,  That  in  the  formation  of  these  treaties  the  foUowing 
points  be  carefully  stipulated  : 

isl.  That  each  party  shall  have  a  right  to  carry  their  own  pro- 
duce, manufactures,  and  merchandise,  in  their  own  bottoms  to 
the  ports  of  the  other,  and  thence  the  produce  and  merchandise 
of  the  other,  paying,  in  both  cases,  such  duties  only  as  are  paid 
by  the  most  favored  nation,  freely,  where  it  is  freely  granted  to 
such  nation,  or  paying  the  compensation  where  such  nation  does 
the  same. 

a.  That  with  the  nations  holding  territorial  possessions  in 
America,  a  direct  and  simitar  intercourse  be  admitted  between 
the  United  States  and  such  possessions  ;  or  if  this  canQot  be  ob* 
uined,  then  a  direct  and  similar  intercourse  lietween  the  United 
States  and  certain  free  ports  within  such  possessions  ;  that  if 
this  neither  can  be  obtained,  pennission  be  stipulated  to  bring 
from  such  possessions,  in  their  own  bottoms,  the  produce  and 
merchandise  thereof  to  their  States  directly  ;  and  for  these  States 
to  carry  in  their  own  bottoms  their  produce  and  merchandise  to 
such  possessions  directly. 

3.  That  these  United  States  be  considered  in  all  such  treaties, 
and  in  every  case  arising  under  them,  as  one  nation,  upon  the 
principles  of  the  federal  consiiiuiion. 

4.  That  it  be  proposed,  though  not  indispensably  retjuired, 
that  if  war  should  hereafter  arise  between  the  two  contracting 
parties,  the  merchants  of  either  country,  then  residing  in  the 
other,  shall  be  allowed  to  remain  nine  months  to  collect  their 
debts  and  settle  their  affairs,  and  may  depart  freely,  carrying  off 
all  their  effects,  without  molestation  or  hindcrance,  and  all  fisher- 
men, all  cultivators  of  the  earth,  and  all  artisans  or  manufaclur^ 
crs,  unarmed  and  inhabiting  unfortified  towns,  villages  or  places^ 
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who  labor  for  the  common  subaislcoce  and  benefit  of  mankind, 
and  peaceably  following  their  respective  employments,  shall  be 
allowed  to  continue  the  same,  and  shall  not  be  molested  by  the 
armed  force  of  the  enemy,  in  whose  power,  by  the  events  of  war, 
they  may  happen  Lo  fall ;  but  if  anything  is  necessary  to  be  taken 
from  them,  for  the  use  of  such  armed  force,  the  same  shall  be 
^paid  for  at  a  reasooable  price;  and  all  merchants  and  traders, 
exchanging  the  products  of  different  places,  and  thereby  render- 
ing rhe  necessaries,  conveniences,  and  comforts  of  human  life 
more  easy  to  obtain  and  more  general,  shall  be  allowed  to  pass 
free  and  unmolested  ;  and  neither  of  the  contracting  powers  shall 
grant  or  issue  any  commission  to  any  private  armed  vessels  em- 
powering them  to  talcc  or  destroy  such  trading  ships,  or  interrupt 
such  commerce. 

5.  And  in  case  either  of  the  coDtiacting  parties  shall  happea 
lA  be  engaged  in  war  with  any  other  nation,  it  be  further  agreed* 
in  order  to  prevent  alt  the  difficulties  and  misunderstandings  that 
usually  arise  respecting  the  merchandise  heretofore  called  con- 
traband, such  as  arms,  ammunition  and  military  stores  of  all 
kinds,  that  no  such  articles,  carrying  by  the  ships  or  subjects  of 
one  of  the  parties  to  the  enemies  of  the  other,  shall,  on  any  ac- 
count, be  deemed  contraband,  so  as  to  induce  confiscation,  and  a 
loss  of  property  to  individuals.  Nevertheless,  it  shall  be  lawful 
to  slop  such  ships  and  detain  them  for  such  length  of  time  as  the 
captors  may  think  necessary,  to  prevent  the  inconvenience  or 
damage  that  might  ensue,  from  their  proceeding  on  their  voyage, 
paying,  however,  a  reasonable  compensation  for  the  loss  such 
arrest  shall  occasion  to  the  proprietors  ;  and  it  shall  be  further 
allowed  to  use  in  the  service  of  the  captors,  the  whole  or  any 
port  of  the  military  stores  so  detained,  paying  the  owners  the 
full  value  of  the  same,  to  be  ascertained  by  the  current  price  at 
the  place  of  its  destination.  But  tf  the  other  contracting  party 
will  not  consent  to  discontinue  the  confiscation  of  contraband 
goods,  then  that  it  be  stipulated,  that  if  the  master  of  the  vessel 
stopped,  will  deliver  out  the  goods  charged  lo  be  contraband,  he 
shall  be  admitted  to  do  it,  and  the  vessel  shall  not  in  that  cas« 
be  carried  into  any  port ;  but  shall  be  allowed  to  proceed  on  her 
voyage. 
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fifteen  years  with  any  nation  which  may  pertinaciously  insist 
thereon.  And  that  it  will  be  agreeable  to  us  to  have  supplement- 
ary treaties  with  France,  the  United  Netherlands  and  Sweden^ 
which  may  bring  the  treaties  we  have  entered  into  «Hth  them 
as  nearly  as  may  be  to  the  principles  of  those  now  directed  ;  but 
that  this  be  not  pressed,  if  the  proposal  should  be  found  dis- 
agreeable. 

/iesofvtJ,  That  treaties  of  amity,  or  of  amity  and  commerce,  be 
entered  into  with  Morocco,  and  the  Regencies  of  Algiers,  Tunis 
and  Tripoli,  to  continue  for  the  same  term  of  ten  years,  or  for  a 
term  as  much  longer  as  can  be  procured. 

That  our  Ministers,  to  be  commissioned  for  treating  with  for> 
eign  nations,  make  known  to  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  the  great 
salinfacliiin  which  Congress  feel  from  the  amicable  disposition  he 
has  shown  towards  these  Stales,  and  his  readiness  to  enter  into 
alliance  with  them.  That  the  occupations  of  the  war,  and  dis* 
tance  to  our  situation  have  prevented  our  meeting  his  friendship 
so  early  as  wc  wished.  But  the  powers  are  now  delegated  to 
them  for  entering  into  treaty  with  him,  in  the  execution  of  which 
they  are  ready  to  proceed,  and  that  as  to  the  expenses  of  his 
Minister,  they  do  therein  what  is  for  the  honor  and  interest  of 
the  United  States. 

JiesolveJ,  That  a  commission  be  issued  to  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  B. 
Fraakliu,  and  Mr.  T.  Jefferson,  giving  powers  to  them,  or  the 
greater  part  of  them,  to  make  and  receive  propositions  for  such 
treaties  of  amity  and  commerce,  and  to  negotiate  and  sign  the 
same,  tmnsmitting  them  to  Congress  for  their  final  ratificatioQ ; 
and  that  such  commission  be  in  force  for  a  term  not  exceeding 
two  years. 


TO  JAMES  MONROE.  HON.  Kss. 

PHtLAmo-rHiA  May.  tr,  i;ft4. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  favor  of  the  14th  came  duly  to 
hand.  It  enabled  me  to  give  to  Col  Humphries  the 
first  intimation  of  his  appointment  and  to  see  that  he 
received  real  pleasure  from  it.     He  was  before  un- 
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